
Editor's note: Following are notes I compiled from the Princeton Republic while 
researching my first volume of "Bartel's History of Princeton." The notes are a 
combination of direct quotes, paraphrases, reminders, questions and more. 
Although they were reminders or guideposts for my work, they also might be of 
assistance to future historians. 

Wisconsin State Journal, February 21, 1867: “A newspaper is about to be started 
at Princeton, Green Lake County.” 

PRINCETON REPUBLIC 

1867 

February 21, 1867 – Salutatory. Custom being an arbitrary power, he who 
disregards its usages is looked upon as unworthy of public confidence; and as it 
is customary for those appearing before the public in the capacity of editor, to 
trace in outline the policy they expect to pursue, we today issue our Salutatory, 
introducing to the public the first number of The Princeton Republic. We come 
among the people of Green Lake County, upon so far as we know, the 
unanimous invitation of the people of Princeton and adjacent country, sincerely 
wishing our coming may prove of mutual benefit. It shall be our constant aim to 
make the Republic a welcome visitor in every family it may chance to go 
excluding from its pages all matter of objectionable character, keeping a strict 
watch that no obscene or other pernicious advertisement shall cumber our 
columns, inserting only such articles as will tend to elevate, fostering a love for 
Truth, Justice, Humanity and which will leave an impression for good. Though 
the Republic will not be an organ of any sect or denomination, we shall 
constantly endeavor to keep before our readers the necessity of a high, moral, 

Christian character, as the truest type and the highest qualifications of an 
American citizen. Cognizant of the wide-spreading evils of intemperance, the 
Republic will take strong grounds in its opposition and will labor for the 
abbreviation of the sufferings of the poor victims of strong drink. Recognizing in 
the loyal volunteer, who, leaving home and the idols of his hearthstone to drive 
back the cohorts of treason, laying down his life as a sacrifice upon the altar of 
his country, or returning maimed for life, or even unscathed from the fiery ordeal 
of terrible war, him who has performed the highest duty a citizen owns to his 
country, and deserving the merited praise, most liberal reward and especial care 
of the Government, we shall ever be his friend, and no duty shall be so 
cheerfully performed as in guarding his interests in the columns of the Republic. 
Upon the “Reconstruction” of the States lately in open, armed rebellion, and ow 
setting at defiance the humane laws of Congress, we shall take the radical view 



of the question, ignoring the right of men who are notoriously guilty of perjury 
and treason to sit as members of the legislative halls of the government, or to 
participate in any of the affairs of the same, believing them to have forfeited 
every right they ever held as citizens by their infidelity and treason, and that 
“Loyal men alone should govern a saved Republic,: and enact laws for its 
perpetuity. We feel deeply grateful to the citizens of Princeton and surrounding 
country for the encouragement giving us, and with their sympathy and support 
will endeavor to make them a home paper of which they will not be ashamed 
and which may be of material benefit to the town and county. We enter upon 

our duties conscious of the extent of the undertaking, with a pretty clear view of 
the difficulties in the way, but having great faith in the Golden Rule, which shall 
be our rule of action, we have little doubt of ultimate success. – Thos. McConnell 
… newspaper business 

March 21, 1867 – August Thiel has contract to build the new Lutheran (German) 
Church in this village. 

March 29, 1867 – Wisconsin State Journal – Act Chapter 184 incorporates village 
of Princeton. 

April 12, 1867 – The Fox Lake Representative – Suffrage note from Republic. 

April (Oct?) 4, 1867 – The post office is now one door west of Green & Carman’s 
(Wright block). John E. Brown’s clothing store is removed to the old post office 
building, opposite Green & Carman 

April 4, 1867 – Doubtless in many instances it would be well for widows and 
other unmarried ladies who hold property in their own right to vote. But many 

believe that the ladies will have their rights better protected by a careful 
attention to the duties of their household than by entering the arena of politics. – 
They can better trust their husbands to transact their business for them. If they 
have no husbands, they’d better get them. That’s our advice. suffrage 

April 11, 1867 – Temperance discussion. 

April 18, 1867 – The revival in Temperance is not confined to our village nor 
indeed the county and state but has been largely felt in all parts of the country. 
We see by the papers that in many localities the people have elected no-license 
boards. Ripon, Montello, Marquette, Kingston and many other villages and small 
cities have placed themselves upon the record as truly temperance communities. 
We hope in each case they may be able to sustain the high stand they have 



taken and prove to the world that any community is better not to tamper with 
the accursed evil. 

April 18, 1867 - Home is the royal sphere of the true woman’s exertions. In it she 
finds enough work.” suffrage 

April 18, 1867 - “Would you unsex the woman, make her assume the duties 
properly belonging to the man? Would you interfere with the immutable laws of 
the Almighty in making woman more masculine and man more feminine? Did you 
ever see a popular lady lecturer, or a popular female woman’s rights advocate, 
who was not masculine in her composition? By her physical organization woman 
is not fitted for a variety of work which falls to the lot of man. Let all vote who 
can ‘shoulder arms’ in defense of his country.” suffrage 

April 18, 1867 – Description of Chas. E. Westbrook farm. 

April 25, 1867 – Background of steamer Montello. 

April 25, 1867 – Temperance statistics. 

May 2, 1867 – Early ordinances. improvement 

May 2, 1867 – Long response to Republic’s suffrage comments from April 18. 

May 2, 1867 – “G.T.” writes long letter urging people to paint, clean up their 
properties. improvement 

May 2, 1867 – Miss Cornelia Hake opened the primary department of the village 

school on Monday. The higher department of the village school will be opened on 
Monday morning by the teacher N.W. Lowe. 

May 9, 1867 - “This is a matter resting almost solely in the hands of the ladies 
themselves. We imagine very few husbands would vote in opposition to the 
wishes of his wife, even upon this question. It therefore remains for the women 
of Wisconsin to fully inform themselves upon this subject, and so instruct their 
‘lords’ to vote in accordance with their wishes.” suffrage 

May 1867 - The long talked of school house is finally under commencement. The 
size of building is to be 33x45 feet on the grounf, walls to be 30 feet in height 
and built of stone. Charles Kreuger has the contract for laying up the walls, and 
Leonard Long the carpenter and joiner work. The building is to be completed, I 
understand, by the 15th of October next and will be an (h)ornament to the town. 



It is to be regretted that the board and others concerned could not or would not 
see that the interests of this school district would have been materially advanced 
if a larger building, large enough to be convenient at least, had been agreed 
upon. I think the taxpayers of the district would rather to day have a school 
house at a cost of $4,000 (check)s regards room, convenience, etc. than one at 
$3,000 where everything would be cramped and in the course of a year or two 
be called upon for an additional tax to build lean-tos. I suppose the Board 
intends to get Meneley’s best bell to preside over school house as it is to be. 

May 16, 1867 – Treat’s Lime Kiln is one of the institutions of the village, and at 
no distant day, under the perseverance of R.C. Treat, Esq., its proprietor, will be 
a source of considerable revenue to the village. We paid a visit to the quarry at 
which the kiln is situated on Saturday last, and was not a little surprised to see 
the fine quality of stone from which Mr. Treat burns his lime. The kiln is at the 
bottom of the bluff and the quarry about one hundred feet above, so that when 
he gets everything in order, which he is doing as fast as several men can work, 
he will quarry the stone and be able to roll it right down to the top of the kiln. 
One kiln has been burned, but enough has been done to show that the lime 
produced is the best in the country. In a short time, another kiln will be put up, 
so that when one is being burned the other can be filled ready for burning. Mr. 
Treat expects soon to be able too supply all the river towns in this vicinity with a 
very superior article of lime at reduced rates shipped from this port. Beside his 
limestone quarry, Mr. Treat has discovered a very fine quarry of brown 
sandstone, the same is used in the building of the palatial mansions of New York. 
business 

May 16, 1867 – We understand the organization of a new and second Good 

Templars’ Lodge has been and is now perhaps being talked of in this village. The 
reasons assigned, we understand, are that the numbers belonging to the present 
organization are so great that all cannot get into the room with any degree of 
comfort. Another and weightier reason is that as the Masonic Lodge meets on 
Saturday evening, a large number of industrial members cannot meet with the 
Good Templars on the same evening, while many Good Templars living in the 
country cannot well come to the village on Friday evening. We fear in case of a 
new lodge, a division of interest will take place, besides the expense would be 
double. Let us stick to the old ship. ‘United we stand, divided we fall.’ 
temperance 

June 6, 1867 – The county seat trial is still progressing, but the final arguments 
will probably be made today. …  



June 6, 1867 - Judge Payne has argued the case in behalf of Dartford, and Hon. 
H.G. Webb and Judge Wheeler on the part of Princeton. 

June 6, 1867 – German church is raised and will make a neat, substantial 
building when completed. 

June 6, 1867 - The German church is being put up right by the Long Bros. If 
they are short men, they’re long enough to make short work of long jobs. 

June 6, 1867 – We understand that Green & Wicks will shortly shut off the 
water, stopping the mill for the time to repair the race so as to increase the 
volume of water. By a comparatively small outlay four times the present supply 
of water can be obtained. We wish some enterprising man would join Messrs. 
Green & Wicks and open the “ditch” to its lawful width, forty feet, then Princeton 
could boast of one of the largest and cheapest waterpowers in this part of the 
state. 

June 6, 1867 – Leonard Long sold planing mill to David Green. 

June 13, 1867 – From our window: We take in an expansive view of the Fox 
River and spreading valley, looking out southward over undulating hills, rolling 
back in terraced swells, glowing with the beauty of the shamrock slopes of the 
Emerald Isle, while to the right and left, and away out beyond may (be seen … 
or seem?) ‘sweet fields arrayed in living green,” and as the placid river rolls its 
purling waters in quiet grandeur through waving meadows, now and then 
turning to the sandy beach on the hill side, kissing the overhanging pine and 
willow, to our mortal vision, it is a ‘river of delight.’ But as we look upon the 
billowy fields of growing wheat, and think of the other millions of acres, ripening 

an untold wealth of golden grain, the question is how will farmers find an easy 
outlet and cheap freight for their surplus to market? What route shall the Great 
North West select as its great freight route to the seaboard? Then we revert to 
the beautiful river flowing but a few feet from our window. Sooner or later, upon 
this quiet stream will float the immense harvests of Western Wisconsin, eastern 
and northern Iowa and entire Minnesota on the way to the markets of the old 
world. The Almighty traced out this route when the ‘water assuaged,’ after the 
‘fountains of the deep were broken up,’ leaving a chain of lakes as reservoirs to 
draw upon in dry weather. This valley at no distant day, in our humble opinion, 
will be the center of vast commercial and manufacturing interests, as the almost 
inexhaustible water power long this route must offer superior inducements to 
capitalists to make this a manufacturing district, while our village cannot help 



being an important point on the river if our citizens work together for that end. 
Improvement 

June 13, 1867 – The county seat trial ends. … 

June 13, 1867 – “The County Seat is still at Dartford, the lengthy trial having at 
last come to an end, the jury deciding that a majority of 41 was polled in the 
election of ’66 against the removal. This settles the question for the present, at 
least. 

“We do not now, and never have attached so much importance to the County 
Seat as some of our friends have done, but perhaps it is because we have not 
been identified with it. However, we suppose the Princeton party, firm in the 
believe that they are right, will carry the question to the higher court, as much 
for settling grave questions of law which this question has raised, as from a 
prospect of a reversion of the recent decision.” 

June 13, 1867: Princeton has a Base Ball club at last. The fellows were out on 
Saturday afternoon, and made a display of muscle, split pants, sore legs, and 
just a little awkwardness. But we don’t want our Berlin, Ripon and Kingston 
brother base ballers to laugh at us, for if they do, before the season is over, we’ll 
make the “laff” come out of the other corner of the mouth.” 

June 13, 1867 – The school building is rising slowly … 

June 13, 1867 – The Zephyr String Band under leadership of Prof. M.C. Russell. 
entertainment 

June 13, 1867 – The German church in this village was raised on Tuesday, and 
will make a neat, substantial building when completed. lutheran 

June 20, 1867 – A picnic party of over one hundred of our villagers availed 
themselves of a cheap ride on the steamer Montello to Marquette and back last 
Saturday. The day being breezy and balmy after a heavy shower, the party 
moved away, sweet strains of music mingling with the merry peals of laughter of 
the happy company, running over with good spirits, not a woeful countenance 
any where to be seen. … Railroads have their uses, but for a picnic party, give us 
the majestic steamer, floating through the water ‘like a thing of life,’ no jolting, 
jostling, smoke cinders, dust and the thousand and one little inconveniences of 
the railway train.” Zephyr String Band wit Prof. M.C. Russell at the head was  on 
hand. The GAR was also represented by a martial band. Two-hour trip to Lake 



Puckaway. Greeted by Marquette brass band. Picnic in shady grove surrounding 
the old church. Some ate at Temperance Hotel. Dancing.  entertainment 

June 20, 1867 – The Lutheran Church raised a collection of $90 for the purpose 
of furnishing a gallery for the choir for their new church. 

June 20 1867 - Water Street has been graded from the corner of the square to 
the river, in a superb style, while the city fathers authorized the construction of 
gutters on both sides, making it as fine a street as there is in the county. 
Princeton is looking up, the time is not far distant when we shall be in a position 
to attract the energy and capital of men from abroad. Chris Piper is “chief cook 
and bottle washer” in repairing the streets. He makes a tip top street 
commissioner. 

July 18, 1867 – Ed Warner has sold out. There is a prospect of another saloon. 
business 

July 25, 1867 – Editorial for an oil mill. Also more tenement homes. Thiel selling 
lots of carriages, wagons. Factory business 

July 25, 1867 - Union Sabbath School picnic. church 

July 25, 1867 – Our village has become proverbially quiet, but once in a while on 
Sunday some wild drunken Irishman fairly shakes the underpinning of 
pandemonium with his demonic yells. A case of this kind occurred near the 
brewery on Sabbath, when his companions “kapcherep” him and holding him in, 
drove in a wagon at a break neck speed, and so terrified Elder Thompson, who is 
very low, that he frequently awoke from frightful dreams through the following 

night, occasioned by the drunken madman. Good Templars, there is work ahead. 
Gird up your loins for the continual conflict. … temperance 

“Railroads have their uses, but for a picnic party, give me the majestic steamer, 
floating through the water ‘like a thing of life,’ no jolting, jostling, smoke, 
cinders, dust and the thousand and one little inconveniences of the Railway 
train.” …  

Zephyr String Band 

Missing inside pages for most of July papers 

August 1, 1867 – Hiram Loomis has sold his building on Water Street to Teske 
Bros. who will move over their stock of goods immediately. … business 



August 1, 1867 – Republic published in Demell’s block. Newspaper business 

August 8, 1867 – August Thiel wagon guarantee. factory 

August 8, 1867 – Two babies die. One is daughter of August Thiel. health 

August 8, 1867 – George Parker in stone building south side of Water. business 

August 8, 1867 – The new school building is putting on airs, has a roof and 

cornice, and will soon have doors and windows, and be as big as any house in 
town. 

Aug. 15, 1867 – note about Catholic stone church on west side on land 
purchased from F.T. Yahr. 40x100 feet. Stone on ground next April. Cost 
$15000-$20000. A young Polish priest has located here and will superintend the 
work. 

Yahr sold his house and grounds on West Water Street and bought Phil Wicks’ 
beautiful place opposite the Triangle, on East Water Street 

Date? - August Thiel is finishing a neat little house on Howard Street, south of 
Harvard st. He is also putting on an addition to his building on Water Street, in 
which Messing’s cabinet shop is. business 

August 22, 1867 – Phil. Wicks sells place opposite the triangle to Fred T. Yahr. … 
Shaman the butcher sold his house and lot on Water street, opposite the Jarvis 
House, to David Tasseler, who is now dispensing beef and mutton to those 
desiring animal food. business 

August 22, 1867 – Green & Millard are determined to make 5,000 barrels of flour 
at the Princeton Mills besides doing all the custom work that comes between this 
and the first of January. factory 

August 22, 1867 – New harness shop on Water Street. Geo. L. Armstrong. One 
door east of Williams shoe shop. … Long brothers have jobs at Markesan and 
Manchester mills, German church and new school building. business 

August 29, 1867 – Letter about Princeton needing paper and oil mill. Notes mill 
ditch can be 40 feet wide. improvement 



August 29, 1867 – August Thiel putting addition to his building on Water street in 
which Messing’s cabinet shop is. … D.M. Green finishing a new house on a new 
street on the west side for a “mill house.” Factory business 

Sept. 5, 1867 – The new German church is being finished as rapidly as possible, 
and will be the first building of the kind in the village. 

September 5, 1867 – New firm of Eggleston & Hopkins. business 

September 5, 1867 – LL Anger is about to build on his lot at the intersection or 
River street with Water street just east of Parsons’ jewelry store. business 

September 5, 1867 – Pipe organ factory planned. 

Sept. 5, 1867 – Eggleston & Hopkins (Albert) partners at S.M. Eggleston’s old 
store on Water Street. business 

September 5, 1867 – A new racecourse is being constructed by C.H. Loomis, 
Capt. O.N. Russell and others on the land of the former just east of the south 
part of the village. The ground is level and makes a splendid bottom – as good if 
not better than any other in the county. A half-mile track will be completed in 
about two weeks. Sports entertainment 

Sept. 12, 1867 – Painter JB Radway at Thiel Wagon Shop. … AH Myers office first 
door east of Jarvis House … JJ Parker furniture is next door south east of EM 
Parsons jewelry shop … David Messing furniture, coffins in new store on Water 
Street … George L. Armstrong harnesses one door east of Williams shoe store. 
Business 

Sept 12, 1867 – Catholic church plans stalled 

Sept. 12, 1867 – Lafayette Fisher enlarging and extending his store room. Also 
new stock of millinery goods and will have dress and cloak making department. 
business 

Sept. 19, 1867 – P. Wicks sells his interest in Princeton Mills to John Weiss, of 
Ripon, for $6,000, clearing $1,700 in one year. factory 

Oct. 4, 1867 – Steamer causes small fire at Green elevator at food of Water 
street. business 



Oct. 4, 1867 – At the school meeting in this village on Monday evening, it was 
ascertained that the cost of the new building when completed would be 
something over $3,000. A Tax of $,1000 was voted to assist in payment. ... Oct. 
4, 1867 – Cost of new building will be over $3000. A tax of $1,000 was voted to 
assist in payment. $500 was voted for current expenses of this school next year. 
Eight months’ school was voted, of three terms – four months winter, two 
months spring, and two months early autumn term. “A thousand prayers of the 
little ones will bless that meeting for liberating them during the hottest days of 
summer.” 

Oct. 4, 1867 – The post office is now one door west of Green & Carman’s. John 
E. Brown’s clothing store is removed to the old post office building opposite 
Green & Carman’s. … Mrs. E. Wooding, of Dakota, has opened a picture gallery 
in Demel’s block, over Green & Carman’s store, will remain for two or three 
weeks for the purpose of taking pictures. … (Frank is postmaster) … John E. 
Brown’s clothing store is removed to the old post office building opposite Green 
& Carman. … business 

Oct. 10, 1867 – The President Should be Impeached because he did not buy any 
new goods at the very low one price clothing stores of J.E. Brown, National Hotel 
Block, Ripon, and  one door west of Green & Carman’s. … Drugs – Ferd A. Wilde 
and John McClurg. business 

Oct. 4, 1867 – Mrs. E. Warner opened a new Millinery shop over Wilde & 
McClurg’s drug store. 

Oct. 17, 1867 – Janesville Gazette – Peter Jackson, of Princeton, suffering 
severely from wound in thigh received in charge near Petersburg. Ball still lodged 
above knee. 

Oct. 17, 1967 – Philo m. Knapp, for eighteen years an attorney of this place, left 
for Nashua, Iowa, with his family this week. … Charley Loomis has occupied 
Knapp’s old place. Loomis has a good home. business 

Oct. 24, 1867 – Short cut to Berlin, through Black Creek, White River. Roads 
progress 

Oct. 31, 1867 – We learn from reliable sources that Bishop Henni of Milwaukee 
will visit our village on the 14th of next month to select a site for a German and 
Polish Catholic Church in Princeton. … Oct. 31, 1867: Bishop Henni of Milwaukee 
expected in town 14th of next month to select a site for a German and Polish 
Catholic Church in Princeton. “We are glad to hear of the determination which 



the bishop has made, as the residents of this village will do something 
handsomely towards its erection. Besides there are enough Catholics in this 
vicinity to build and support a good church, and of course Princeton is the best 
place, everything considered, for the church.” 

Oct. 31, 1867 – Mr. A. Swanke informs us that he has orders for thirty wagons 
ahead of his supply and is running a full force of hands. We observe August Thiel 
is also selling wagons as fast as he can make them. Our Princeton manufacturers 
are becoming noted for the excellency of their work. … factory 

Oct. 31, 1867 – The work on the new Congregational Church building is being 
pushed forward as rapidly as possible and will be ready to occupy in about six 
weeks. It will cost $20,000.???? 

Nov. 7, 1867 – M.E. church has purchased the new organ being finished by Mr. 
R. A. Barnard. Remember this is a large, full toned pipe organ, worthy a place in 
any church, aristocratic or otherwise. We hope the Congregational Church will 
some how or other managed to purchase the other, which Mr. Barnard promises 
will be a superior instrument. Think of it! Two large organs in the village of 
Princeton! 

Nov. 21, 1867 – Dr. I. W. DeVoe, late of Cincinnatti, has permanently located 
here for the practice of surgery and medicine, occupying rooms in Capt. 
Hubbard’s building opposite the Jarvis House. business 

Nov. 28, 1867 – The Polish and German Catholics have rented the old 
schoolhouse for a place of worship until their new church is built. Work on the 
German and Polish Catholic church will commence soon. W.S. and A.L. Flint have 

donated a building spot. We understand a large portion of the Irish Catholics will 
be ministered to at St. Marie by Father Gray of Ripon. … Catholic church 
matters  - On the 14th of November the Right Rev. John Martin Henni, Bishop of 
Milwaukee, graciously visited our Polish-German Catholic community, and while 
here with earnest and powerful words addressed to the Poles and Germans 
urged the erection of a Catholic church in this village. The trustees and the 
members of the church met at the old schoolhouse on the 24th inst., to devise 
means and decide upon a plan for carrying out the bishop’s wishes. It was 
resolved to build a frame church, on the west side of the river, on Mr. Flint’s 
land, 60 feet long, 35 feet broad and 30 feet high. It was thought very desirable 
to build the church of stone, but owing to the fewness of our members it was 
deemed prudent to build of wood. We hope to draw the stone for the foundation 
during January and to commence building as soon as the weather will permit 



next spring. Messrs. C. Maurlich and F. Bartol of the village and Messrs. M. 
Fleming and A. Nowizki of the neighborhood were chosen for the building 
committee and trustees and were approved by our Reverend Pastor. They are 
authorized to act for the society, and will render all needed assistance to our 
Reverend Pastor. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – The trotting match spoken of in our last came off on Saturday 
afternoon in the Princeton Trotting Park. The rain the previous night had made 
the track, which is a new one and not yet fully settled, rather heavy. Hopkins’ 

mare came out two or three lengths ahead. Neither horse was considered very 
fast, as the time was 4:15. Both would do better under more favorable 
circumstances. Fred Cooke drove the Smith horse, and Charley Loomis the 
Hopkins mare. The funniest part of the afternoon was a lively foot race between 
some half dozen of the “fellers.” John McClurg came out about a rod ahead in a 
20-rod race. Billy Magill and Mart Wicks came in next, neck and neck. Ad. 
Hopkins tripped Charley Westbrook and both rolled upon the ground, otherwise 
the result of the race might have been different. Sports entertainment 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Editor of Berlin Courant visits Princeton: “Dined with Mr. R. C. 
Treat, one of our first acquaintances in Green Lake county, who at the time of 
our first meeting was teaching a phonographic class, composed in part of the 
new distinguished senior editor of the Courant and the wife of “Winnebago.” 
From phonographic teaching on the margin of “Little Green,” Mr. Treat removed 
to the margins of the Fox, founded a town, engaged in business, adding 
possessions to his honorable position, and now lives retired as one of the 
founders and solid men of Princeton.” 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Artisan well in Elder Fairbairn’s yard? 

Dec. 5, 1867 – The new school building will be ready for occupancy in about ten 
days. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – The village school is now full blast. Mr. Merriam of Berlin having 
charge of the higher department, and Miss Celia Hake of this village 
superintending the primary department. Both are experienced and able teachers. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Next spring every subscriber will receive a good hardy grape vine. 
newspaper 

Dec. 5, 1867 – This week finishes the new school building. Pleasanter rooms 
cannot be found in the county. The seats are of hard maple, finely made and 
securely fastened. The work on the building throughout is of the best character 



and reflects great credit upon the men who did it. The mason work was done by 
Chris. Krueger, the carpenter, joiner and cabinet work by Leonard and George 
Long, the plastering by L.L. Anjer, and the painting by J.B. Radway. The 
supervision of the building was entrusted to A.H. Myers, Esq., and W.S. Flint, Mr. 
Myers taking a great interest in the building from first to last. 

Dec. 12, 1867 – Last week we inadvertently omitted the name of R.C. Treat Esq. 
in the notice of the new school building. 

Dec. 13, 1867: New school … “so fine, large and airy a building, alike an honor 
to the village, district and county. We make no hesitation in saying that it is not 
excelled by any like building in the county for durability and general inside 
arrangement. A new Menely bell hangs in the belfry.” 

Dec. 12, 1867 – Teachers and pupils took formal possession of the new school 
building on Tuesday last,, the new (Meneley) bell ringing out a merry welcome 
and awakening the echoes for miles away among the forests. Miss Hattie Luce 
has been appointed assistant teacher,, the number of classes rendering the force 
of teachers inadequate. The number of pupils is large. “ 

1868 

Feb. 20, 1868 – Statistics of village: dwelling homes ??; numbers of shops, 
factories, etc. pdf too blurry to read. 

Feb. 20, 1868 – We feel ashamed to chronicle drunken rows, but if they occur 
and if drunken men pound and batter each other’s faces, and if their wives 
attempt to separate them, and are knocked down as brutes, it is time we should 

speak out. Our saloon keepers are doing a land office business in their work of 
recruiting souls for the regions of the damned. … temperance 

Feb. 20, 1868 – Frederick Douglas speaks in Ripon. 

Feb. 20, 1868 – Republic lists receipts, expenses of first year: $631.11 “left for 
bread and butter.” Newspaper business 

Feb. 27, 1868 - Check Congregational Church 

Feb. 27, 1868 – H. Scovell is circulating a paper among our citizens securing 
subscriptions to start an iron foundry and plow factory by a stock company. 



Feb. 27, 1868 - Mr. L. Long informs us that her will put up a machine and repair 
shop in the spring, the motive power to be a steam engine. We presume a 
foundry and plow factory will also be run in connection. 

Feb. 27, 1868 – Princeton has a charter for making a canal 40 feet wide from the 
intersection of the mill ditch with the Mecann, and the village needs the power 
now. If this ditch was opened, nearly the whole Mecann river could be brought 
down, giving us one of the best water powers in the country. We believe money 
put into this improvement would yield a very handsome profit and hope our 

wide-awake citizens will make some movement towards its completion. River 
factory improvement 

Feb. 27, 1868 – Ad. C.F. Schulte on Water street just east of the elevator. Boots 
and shoes. Business 

Feb. 27, 1868 – Princeton needs paper mill. factory 

Feb. 27, 1868 – The people of Princeton. Editorial about the fine people of 
Princeton. More 

Feb. 27, 1868 – Earnings and expenses of Princeton Mills. Factory 

March 5, 1868 – Fred T. Yahr has commenced the sale of farm implements of all 
kinds as a business, associating therewith the sale of passage tickets from 
German, and a land agency. His office is with counselor J.M. Fish. immigrants 

March 5, 1868 – The Good Templars festival held here on Friday evening was a 
great success.  … more temperance 

March 5, 1868 – Ads for L. Fischer and David Messing’s new furniture store on 
Water Street. Business 

March 5, 1868 – Inside ads for J.E. Brown clothing two doors west of Wilde-
McClurg. business 

March 19, 1868 – Excellent steaks at Loomis meat market. business 

March 19, 1868 – Our baseball club should reorganize and go into practice so as 
to be in readiness to compete for the premium at our next County Fair. sports 

March 19, 1868 – David Messing is putting an addition to the building on Water 
street he lately purchased of Eggleston. … Fred Yahr will soon put up a room on 



Water street, between the post office and Charley Loomis’ store, where he will 
keep all kinds of farm machinery. Fred is a tiptop fellow, understands his 
business and will succeed. … business 

March 19, 1868 – AD for J.J. Parker, dealer in furniture and cabinet maker, old 
shop southeast of E.M. Parson’s jewelry store. … Business 

March 19, 1868 – Lightning hits Demell block in which is our office, the Masonic 
hall, Green & Carman’s store, the facilities of Mr. Demel and Dr. Holly. Business 
newspaper 

April 2, 1868 – R. Tucker Sr. has sold to Teske Bros. his store and stock of goods 
opposite Demell’s block on Water Street. The Teske boys are refitting up the 
building and joining it to their present one, will have a splendid storeroom. … 
Capt. Hubbard is fitting up the finest storeroom in his building opposite Jarvis 
House on Water street in this village, a real honor to the place. We learn a Mr. 
Macnish, now of Brandon, will fit it up with a stock of drugs. business 

April 2, 1868 – Mr. R.C. Treat has just completed planting twelve acres of Bell 
cranberries. He prepared the soil on his marsh by harrowing the surface to a 
slush just as it was thawing in the spring. 

April 2, 1868 – Rumor has it that the Bowerman boys, who a couple years ago 
were accused and acquitted of the murder of Andrew White in St. Marie, have 
recently been sentenced to be hung in Iowa for mail robbery and murder. … 
more crime 

April 2, 1868 - … “Go where you will, the German and Polish settlers are busy as 

bees around their little homes, hauling out manure, digging here and there, 
planting their crops early and putting them in best condition, the result is good 
crops from whatever seed they sow while their farms are continually increasing 
in fertility. immigrants 

April, 1868 - Note about Indian Land includes “hard working, frugal people, who 
will by their incessant toil and really scientific cultivation, of their small farms 
bring them up to a standard of productiveness … equal to the best prairie 
farms.” … “Go where you will, the German and Polish settlers are busy as bees 
around their little houses, hauling out manure, digging here and there, planting 
their crops early and putting them in in the best condition, the result is good 
crops from what ever seed they sew while their farms are continuously 
increasing in fertility.” German 



April 9, 1868 – DeWitt Elwood obituary. 

April 16, 1868 – New town board sets saloon license fee at $100 each. It is 
thought four will be taken out at these rates. Business temperance 

April 16, 1868 – Fred T. Yahr Esq., passenger agent, informs us that he has 
perfected arrangements this spring for ninety newcomers from Germany to this 
county, of which 87 come to this village and 3 to Berlin. Thirty-five of this 
number have already sailed. immigrants 

April 16, 1868 – We believe we are fortunate in the selection of our present town 
board. Mr. R.C. Treat is one of the oldest and most respected inhabitants. In 
fact, he laid out the village and has been a constant residence ever since. He is 
eminently well-qualified in every respect for the position of chairman, and his 
popularity is manifest by running a head of his ticket, even when it was known 
he was a staunch temperance man. Sylvester Messick is a sound Republican and 
well posted in the affairs of the town and is willing to assume the responsibilities 
of the position, acting from pure and unselfish motives, without fear or favor. 
Fred T. Yahr is a deservedly popular man in his party, a straight out Democrat, a 
sober straight forward honorable gentleman, a man of good judgment, and will 
work for the best interests of the town. politics 

April 23, 1868 – R. Tucker Sr. sells farm and land one mile west of village to a 
Mr. Spooner, recently from Vermont. business 

April 23, 1868 – Note about Silver Cornet Band. entertainment 

April 23, 1868 – However much we may declaim against the Indian Land, the 

fact is staring us right in the face, that it is appreciating in value, and that what a 
few years ago, was deemed almost a waste of sandy knolls and buggy marshes 
is fast settling up by an industrious and frugal people, who are not only able to 
pay their taxes, but are building happy homes, and adding material wealth to the 
county and state. … improvement progress farm 

May 3, 1869? – Republic. Potato bugs are making their appearance by the 
millions. Farmers in the Indian Lands switch to sweet potatoes 

May 7, 1868 – The old schoolhouse is being remodeled by its owner, L. Long, 
into a dwelling house. 

May 14, 1868 – New boot and shoe store coming to room lately occupied by 
John E. Brown as clothing store. business 



Mr. Bentley is about to put up a dry house for hops on his lot just north of 
McIntrye’s blacksmith shop. business 

Green & Carman’s stone building is coming up slowly. business 

T.M. Hard of Fox Lake we learn will soon commence the manufacture of pumps 
at the turning and planing mill on the west side, which is being fitted up for that 
purpose. … business 

The Methodist church has been repaired, repainted and grained on the inside, 
the pulpit advanced toward the rear, and the choir seats arranged behind the 
pulpit as they should be, and are in all well-regulated churches. 

August Thiel is putting up a lot of 27 carriages, which for beauty and style, finish 
and workmanship, are not to be excelled in any city in Wisconsin. He leaves 
today with his wife on a tour into Minnesota, whither he had shipped enough 
wagons last week to supply a township. factory 

Teske Bros. in new store. business 

June 1, 1868 – A German military company has been recently organized in this 
village with the following officers: Captain, August Zierke; first lieutenant, 
Christopher Maulick; second lieutenant, Gottlieb Jahnke; ord. sergeant, August 
Miller. entertainment 

June 1, 1868 – Mr. Junker, from Mayville, has shipped the moveable effects of 
his foundry to this village and is now busy putting up a building on the corner of 
west Main and Mill streets, and in a few weeks will have his furnace in full blast. 
factory 

June 1, 1868 – 41 acres of hops planted this spring. Most was 10 acres by 
Bentley, Son & Co. farm 

June 1, 1868 – August Thiel recently put up a carriage wareroom on south 
Farmer Street. factory 

June 1, 1868 – Republic lobbies for roads to Berlin via the cutoff via TT Klemm’s 
and a road from Mount Tom through the marsh when Princeton will be of hailing 
distance of Berlin. progress 

June 1, 1868 – The railroad in Berlin is the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway, 
Horicon Division 



June 11, 1868 – Princeton Driving Association. This is the name of a new 
organization which was made on Friday evening last. O.N. Russell was chosen 
president, Chas. Briggs vice president, T. McConnell secretary, C.W. Loomis 
treasurer. Sports entertainment 

June 11, 1868 – Burglars hit Green & Carman store, open safe with drill and 
crowbar. Also entered hardware store of Hopkins & Son but scared away when 
Mrs. Harvey Hopkins heard noise. crime 

June 18, 1868 – Chris Piper graveling and claying the principle entrances to the 
village. Roads improvement 

June 18, 1868 – The new foundry went up on Monday like a palace of 
enchantment. By the assistance of as many men as could work upon the 
building, it was raised, sided and almost shingled in one day. factory 

June 18, 1868 – Some sixty families have already come or will arrive in this 
village in a few days, in the aggregate over 200 souls, all hale, stout, hearty and 
healthy. Each having some gold, and all strong constitutions and stout arms. 
They invariably settle “behind Princeton.” Germans immigrants 

July 9, 1868 – W.S. Flint is selling off many valuable building lots on the west 
side this summer, upon nearly all of which the purchasers are making 
preparations to build. improvement 

July 9, 1868 – Fourth of July celebration report. “The dancing in Cooke’s large 
bower hall built for the occasion was fully enjoyed in the evening by the 
American lads and lasses, while the German young folks made merry with their 

national waltz in Hubbard’s Hall. … It was frequently remarked by strangers that 
they never saw so large a crowd where nobody was drunk and no rows. The fact 
is Princeton is getting sobered down, even our saloon keepers have a pride in 
preventing beastly drunkenness. Then we have a Good Templar organization, 
and though many of its members drink lager, they keep sober. entertainment 

July 9, 1868 – The Indian Land ‘behind Princeton’ is fast filling up, every 
available piece of land is being Germanized, soon to produce its quota of rye, 
potatoes, pigs, cows, fat oxen and calves. immigrants 

July 16, 1868 – John Mesick has bought out Charley Schultz in the boot and shoe 
business. 

July 16, 1868 – Fred Lounsbury has bought a house and lot of Mr. Bland. Bartel? 



July 16, 1868 – Aurora gave a free, public exhibition to the citizens of this 
section on Friday evening last, illuminating the northern Heavens from the 
horizon to the zenith, producing one of her grandest displays. It is now twenty 
years since we have seen anything in the auroral line, which for ‘beauty of 
design and grandeur of conception’ would equal in magnificence the great 
electric fire of Friday evening last. entertainment 

July 16, 1868 – Story of German farmer worked to death in heat. health 

July 16, 1868 – Rye was all harvested last week, and a general commencement 
made in the wheat fields. Harvest hands are scarce at $2.50 per day. Some 
twenty wagons left this village, each containing four and often more hands on 
Sunday last. Monday there were twenty more farmers looking after men, but the 
supply was very light. … 

July 16, 1868 – We have four saloons in this village, each of which pay license 
enough ($125) to feel its value, and are constrained to keep quiet houses, lest 
by some row or fracas, they would forfeit their license, and again be muleted in 
an extra sum of $100 more. High license is a peace maker. … temperance 
business 

July 23, 1868 – The Princeton Driving Association are driving business head and 
will soon have everything in ship-shape. The track walled in with a tight eight-
foot fence, amphitheatre and other necessary buildings put up. Sports 
entertainment 

July 27, 1868 – The foundry has its engine in place and will soon be ready to 
commence operations. It is a blasted good institution. factory 

July 27, 1868 – The new pump factory will soon be in operation. The proprietor, 
Mr. T. M. Hard, recently of Fox Lake, is having entirely new and improved 
machinery manufactured, so that he will be able to make his pumps in the 
shortest possible time and in the best manner. 

July 27, 1868 – M.S. Holly has sold his gallery in this village to J.B. Radway, 
whom Republic described: We hazard nothing in saying he is one of the finest 
landscape painters in the state. … business 

August 3, 1868 – August Thiel, who purchased a shop in Rochester last spring, 
will return to that city shortly and commence the manufacture of wagons for 
Minnesota. factory 



August 3, 1868 – R.C. Treat Esq. has made a very decided improvement by the 
addition of a wing to his house on East Water Street. He is also about to put a 
cellar under the whole house of double walls of stone, making it both dry and 
impervious to the frost. … 

August 3, 1868 – The new stone store of Green & Carman on Water Street is 
nearing completion. The building is one of the most solid kind and though not 
imposing in character, owing to its squatty appearance, yet it will be one of the 
best, if not altogether the best business room in Green Lake County. Large, long, 
roomy and airy, it will be a credit to its proprietors and the village. … business 

August 10, 1868 – The busy hum of the threshing machine begins to echo over 
the hills and through the vales, turning out golden grain, the reward of the 
farmer for his weary days of toil. 

August 10, 1868 – August Weist will commence building a stone addition to his 
brewery, 20x24 feet, two stories high. He is also about to purchase new boilers 
and otherwise improve the internal arrangements of his brewery. factory 

August 17, 1868 – About 150 able bodied men (no loafers wanted) are needed 
on the new fair ground all this week. There be some tall ‘scratching gravel.’ 
Come with spades, axes and shovels, and sleeves rolled up. entertainment 

August 31, 1868 – A new billiard saloon is now in operation in Hubbard’s Hall, 
where the Knights of the cue do nightly congregate to make geometrical 
demonstrations, punching ivory balls with hickory sticks, etc. The game of 
billiards is innocent amusement, though, on the whole, rather costly. We hope 
the proprietor will not set up a bar in connection with his billiards. … business 

August 31, 1868 – That our village should have the county seat is daily becoming 
more evident. One day last week a crazy fellow got some liquor and proposed to 
smash things generally, when he was secured in the stone jug. The miserable 
scamp who sold him the liquor has forfeited his license and should be 
prosecuted. Let him be found out and dealt with. … crime 

Sept. 7, 1868 – The new fair ground is being pushed forward as rapidly as 
possible. The track is almost completed, everybody who has a buggy or wagon is 
invited to make a trial of its merit at any time before the fair. … Farmers, your 
help is needed in putting up pens and other buildings on the fair ground. You are 
interested in this business. Come out next Tuesday with your teams. You are not 
asked to donate any time or money in building the track or fence, but to help 
build such work as the Agricultural society must have. We need a force of twenty 



teams and men to get the lumber and put the work right up, so as to have 
everything in readiness in good season. IN Berlin? … The thirteenth annual fair 
of the Green Lake Agricultural Society will be held at the village of Princeton 
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 22 and 23, 1868. … Col. Carlton said to us 
the other day in Berlin, when talking of Princeton moving the floral hall of the 
agricultural society to this place. ‘Now look here, Princeton can’t have all our city. 
You Princeton folks stole Hamilton and St. Marie, root and branch, and not 
satisfied have commenced upon Berlin. … In this connection it will not be amiss 
to give a little anecdote related by Mr. Tom. Hamilton, who was present. He was 

passing through the place where St. Marie was, when he saw a number of teams 
hauling a building Princeton-ward. The man living in it was complaining bitterly, 
and was little consoled when Hamilton told him he should not ‘let such things lie 
a round loose out doors.’ …  

Sept. 14, 1868 -  One hundred men, more or less, are wanted on Wednesday to 
put up the Floral Hall on the fairground. … The new fair ground is going along 
finely under the management of the President, R.C. Treat, and F.W. Cooke, 
chairman of the executive committee. …  

Sept. 14, 1868 – The new foundry has commenced operations, making its first 
regular blast last Saturday. … factory 

Sept. 14, 1868 – Gard Green has his new stone building nearly completed. Green 
& Carman and Wilde & McClurg are anticipating a good fall trade in their new 
home. … business 

Sept. 14, 1868 – The Ranche, or large dairy farm, in Seneca, just below White 
River, to the extent of x380 acres??? Has been sold by its late proprietors, 

Kimball, Warner & Mather, to a Mr. Ward and a Mr. Stewart, for the sum of 
$20,000. … 

Sept. 14, 1868 – Mr. Magill has sold his harness shop to Frank Holloway, who 
has moved across the street into the building lately occupied by Demell & 
Harroune. … business 

Sept. 22-23 – County fair. 226 articles entered for exhibition. entertainment 

Sept. 26, 1868 – Our fair last week was a success in spite of the wintry weather 
and the repeated predictions of some of our citizens that it would be a failure. … 
entertainment 



Sept. 26, 1868 – The white covered wagons of sturdy farmers, seeking the 
frontiers of Minnesota, are daily passing through our village. 

Sept. 26, 1868 – Berlin Courant: While at Princeton last week, we stole a hasty 
glance over the village, and must say that we were pleased with the evidence of 
enterprise and prosperity exhibited on every hand. Since we were there before, 
several new streets have been opened and graded, the sidewalks repairs and 
materially extended, a two-story stone schoolhouse constructed, with sittings for 
from 160 to 175 pupils, the public square (triangle) graded and fenced, a 

number of new residences erected, and a good deal of paint used on the old 
ones. Another church has also been built, and a foundry erected and put in 
operation. Green & Carman are also finishing a large stone store. Last but not 
least the Princeton Republic has been founded and has been sustained as a 
creditable representative of a live village. … Some changes are noticeable among 
the business firms. Among them, Thompson left the Freeman House, which latter 
has been transmogrified, and is now known as the Jarvis House, and is presided 
over by a modest man named Cooke. F.W. Cooke knows his business and keeps 
an excellent house. W. Macnish, formerly of this city, has opened a drug store 
opposite the Jarvis House, and gained an excellent reputation which he no doubt 
deserves. … Another important change should also be noted. L. Fisher, formerly 
of this city, has succeeded August Thiel in the wagon business, with every 
prospect of immense popularity. … The old dealers seem up and dressed, and 
keep step to the music of progress. Long live Princeton. improvement 

October 5, 1868 – Green & Carman have just set up a new Fairbank’s hay scales 
at their new stone building. business 

October 5, 1868 – H.H. Hopkins elected clerk of school board last Monday 
evening. 

October 12, 1868 – August Thiel left Monday with thirteen new lumber wagons 
for Rochester, Minnesota. factory 

October 19, 1868 – Green & Carman and Wilde & McClurg are moving into their 
new stone building. business 

October 19, 1868 – The new Methodist minister, Mr. Yarwood, arrived last week 
and preached two sermons yesterday. He is a subject of Queen Vic, only six 
months from Merry England. 

October 19, 1868 – Normal in town. schools 



October 19, 1868 – A large hall is a necessity in this village. We have no difficulty 
upon any more than an ordinary occasion of getting out a crowd of from 500 to 
1,000 people. Now, we have not a single room that will hold the smaller number 
even. W.S. Flint, Esq., who is always on hand when a public improvement is 
wanted, proposes that one be built by a joint stock company, and will put in the 
lot and $100 in cash to start the movement. … entertainment improvement 

October 26, 1868 – Princeton Foundry has facilities to do all kinds of iron casting. 
Anything from a pile driver of a ton, to a delicate cake dish of an ounce. … We 
hope our citizens will see to it that this institution is supported. factory 

Nov. 10, 1868 – Lumber is passing up the river by the hundreds of thousands 
daily. Every steamer on the river is puffing with greater energy apparently than 
at any time since the ice went out last spring. … business improvement 

Nov. 16, 1868 – The Princeton Mills run by those capital millers, Weiss & 
Colburn, have we learn turned out 7,000 bushels of custom grinding in the three 
months ending today, besides the usual merchant work. … business factory 

Nov. 16. 1868 – Friday noon Mr. John Knapp’s tenant dwelling north of this 
village burned down. fire 

Nov. 23, 1868 – Such may now and then be said of persons coming into the 
village from the country. Our saloon keepers must be made to know they are 
exceeding their bounds. Good Templars cannot but blush at their apparent, if not 
real effeminate weakness in cringing before beastly drunkenness, and bowing to 
those who laugh at its misery. temperance 

Dec. 7, 1868 – Barney Murphy killed in runaway near Black Creek. Funeral at St. 
Marie. Forty wagons. health 

Dec. 14, 1868 – The Princeton Lyceum is a recent organization. The first 
discussion came off last Thursday evening, the question being, “Resolved that it 
was good policy and a judicious expenditure of the public funds for the 
government to assist in building the Pacific Railroad.” Decided in the affirmative 
by 7 points to 6. The temperance question will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Dec. 14, 1868 – The first month of school closed last Friday, Dec. 4th. Seventy-
six pupils were enrolled during the month. Most of the classes are quite large, so 
much so, that the time allot to the hearing of them is not sufficient but would be 
made up – if there was more time. No visits have been received from parents. If 
the parents would show the interest they have in their children’s progress, by 



visiting the school, they would be amply repaid by the improvements their 
children would make. L.M. 

1869 

January 4, 1869 – Princeton, viewed by moonlight, would appear to the man of 
Luna, as “Castaway in the Cold” upon a pair of rockers, gliding Symmes 
Holeward to the soft cadence of the merry laughter of its smiling lads and lasses, 
brimful and overflowing with the happy exuberance of youth, intermingled now 
and then, with a boy of seventy, a lad of eighty, and children of thirty and forty 
years of ages, outnumbering the poor man’s family, discounting a baker’s dozen. 
The Ice Fever raged all last week decimating prayer meetings, lyceums, lodges 
and the social circle. No other meeting had a charm so bewitching to the 
outgushing natures of our Badger youths as where were graceful curves, still 
more gracefully traced by the classic feet of Princeton’s fair, upon the glassy 
surface of the frozen Fox.  … The Princeton Skating Association is the latest, if 
not the “biggest thing on ice.” The officers are Walter Cook president; Sidney 
Luce, secretary; Frank Millard, treasurer. All the boys of the village are members. 
They have leased the use of Fox river below the bridge to such distance as the 
demand for room may require, of Old Boreas, Jack Frost & Co. at a moderate 
cost and keep the ice clear of snow and overflow occasionally to keep it in good 
condition for the steel runners of the skaters. Members who lend a hand are 
admitted free; others 10 cents a couple each evening. Sports entertainment 

January 4, 1869 – The smallpox does not abate. Mr. A. Swanke’s family on the 
west side are afflicted with two or three cases, and possibly others have it. … 
health 

January 11, 1869 – The county seat is again a matter of talk among the citizens 
of Green Lake County. Two weeks ago, certain parties gave notice through the 
Republic that a petition asking the passage of a law authorizing an election at 
which the qualified voters of the county might vote for or against removal of the 
county seat from Dartford to this village would be presented to the Legislature. 
We see by the Courant that H.W. French (who is he?) has given notice that 
Berlin would be a candidate for county seat honors at the hands of the 
Legislature. Misery loves company. 

Jan. 11, 1869 – Woodward & Son selling clothing, mittens, gents furnishing 
goods in Taggart’s block in the store with Bowen & Hamilton. … business 



Jan. 11, 1869 – Slater’s schoolhouse two miles out on the Montello Road burned. 
fire 

Jan. 11, 1869  - A wagon of empty lager beer barrels is not a wonderful sight, it 
is true, but a wagonload of men who emptied them does not, to say the least, 
offer a very captivating view of humanity, although in its most effervescent and 
mellow mood. … brewery temperance 

Jan. 11, 1869 – Green & Weiss have put a shelling apparatus in the Princeton 
Mills, where farmers maty get their corn shelled without cost if they wish it 
ground. … factory 

Jan. 11, 1869 – Aug. Thiel removed two of his workmen with their families to 
Rochester, Minnesota, last week, where they will work in August’s new carriage 
and wagon manufactory. … factory 

Jan 4-11, 1869 – We understand A. P. Carman of Green & Carman has 
purchased interest of D. M. Green in their dry goods trade and will hereafter 
conduct the business alone. CORRECTION next week from Green saying it’s not 
true. business 

Jan. 11, 1869 – Woodward & Son have piles of clothing, mittens, etc. They are 
doing good business in Taggart’s block in the store with Bowen & Hamilton. ??? 
business building 

Jan. 19, 1869 – Bird’s Eye View of the History of Princeton starts. 

Jan. 18, 1869 - Harness maker Wm. Magill moves to Clark Co., Iowa. Business 

Jan. 25, 1869 – Demographic, occupational info on the 84 marriages in county 
from Jan. 1 to Nov. 7, 1868. 

Jan. 25, 1869 – Belfry Man column: “Good cheer gushed forth in frothy goblets, 
fine as the spray of Weist’s Brewery, continuing the good cheer on Friday, when 
in token of their high appreciation of the mordantic effects of Weist’s Lager, a 
few of his convivial friends, impelled by a desire to do him further honor, drew 
him through town in triumphal march upon a hand sled to the music of clarinet, 
masculine hugging and kissing. … factory 

Jan. 25, 1869 – Belfry Man column talks of nicknames for sections of city based 
on where speakers lived: Locust Corner, Paper Collar Avenue, Rookery, 
Brindlebury Hill vs. Nursery Row, Sahara, Ruffle Shirt Hill and Sandy Hollow. 



Feb. 1, 1869 – Martin Manthey selling insurance for Madison Mutual Insurance 
Company in Marquette and Adams counties. … business 

Feb. 1, 1869 – Alban Clark informs us that a new school house will be built next 
summer on or near the corner of James Stimson’s residence some three miles 
east of this village. The cost will be about $1,000.  Novak school 

Feb. 1, 1869 – We notice the tightness of the times has an exhilarating effect 
upon the trade of our drinking saloons and that they are driving a brisk business, 
judging from the number of limber joints on the streets, now and then, and their 
joyous songs emanating from the dram shops. … temperance 

Feb. 1, 1869 – Justice Harroun is head over heels in the justice business, 
scarcely a day passing but one, two or more parties are brought to him, who go 
away sadder and madder but seldom wiser men. … crime 

Feb. 1, 1869 – Our streets nightly resound of the brawlings, cursing and 
unearthly noises of eight or ten unruly boys. … crime 

Feb. 8, 1869 – Some foolish and easily alarmed people have seriously believed 
that our village has almost been depopulated by the smallpox. To all such we 
would say, there is not a case of smallpox in or near the village, and that the 
general health never was as good as at present. … health 

Feb. 8, 1869 – J.B. Radway, our accomplished artist, has bought the lot east of 
the Jarvis House of Charley Loomis, upon which he will erect a picture gallery the 
coming summer. … business 

Feb. 8, 1869 - Chauncey Boylan sold the west part of triangular part of block c to 
Earnest Manthey and rest to S.M. Eggleston. Business 

Feb. 27, 1869 – Regulations for ringing church bell at Congregational Church. 

Feb. 27, 1869 – R.C. Treat and others urge A.H. Myers to run for county judge. 
politics 

March 6, 1869 – The county seat bill allowing a vote for or against removal of 
this institution from Dartford to Berlin is a law. (Previously reported local 
legislator was to introduce amendment calling for vote for removal to Princeton if 
Berlin loses.) … politics 



March 6, 1869 – Terpsichordean benefit March 10 to help Princeton band pay for 
its band wagon. entertainment 

March 6, 1869 – Mr. E.B. Fox has been canvassing our village during the past 
week for his Business Directory of Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara 
Counties. history 

March 6, 1869 – The route to Berlin now in favor is through St. Marie, to 
Bluffton, then crosslots over the neck of marsh to Wm. McConnell’s, and Mr. 
Kissam’s, then across Fox river, to the west side, making a shortening of the 
roundabout road of some four miles. … roads progress 

March 6, 1869 – Leonard Long getting up new water wheel. Will surpass the far 
famed Leffel wheel. … factory 

March 13, 1869 – Bridge planned at Kissam’s. $3000 for bridge and crossway 
over adjoining bayou and marsh. … roads progress 

March 13, 1869 – County Seat Matters editorial. politics 

March 20, 1869 – Taxes – The County Seat editorial. politics 

March 20, 1869 – Editorial on the Ruinous infatuation with going west. 
Newspaper improvement 

March 20, 1869 – During this windy month, our town’s people cannot be too 
careful of fire. We tremble sometimes to think what harm a little carelessness 
might produce. The village would go off like a tinder box. … A little precautionary 
municipal action by our village authorities, in regard to fire, would, we think, be 
a good investment. There may be, but we do not know of them, so much even 
as a dozen hooks and spikes and but two or three ladders. 

March 20, 1869 – County seat matters editorial and responses. … politics 

April 3, 1869 – County seat editorial. … politics 

April 3, 1869 – Lyceum discusses county seat question. Flint, owner of more real 
estate than any other man in village, says, if we could not have the county seat 
we should shove it off to the farthest point possible. He would not vote to build 
up a competing town which must draw her entire patronage out of our territory. 
… Treat made a successful speech advocating the removal from many points of 
view. … politics 



April 10, 1869 – County seat contest ended. Long edit. politics 

April 10, 1869 – A.H. Myers Esq. of this village was elected county judge last 
Tuesday by a majority of about five hundred votes. 

April 10, 1869 – Capt. O.N. Russell will fill in for McConnell a good part of the 
summer. Newspaper business 

April 10, 1869 – The new building on Short Street belong to Mr. Thos. Bentley is 
rapidly progressing and will be finished in a short time. It will probably be 
occupied by Mr. R. Hardy, of Berlin, who proposes starting a pump shop. 
Business factory 

April 10, 1869 - Building - R.H. Green, formerly a wagon maker for August Thiel, 
has commenced business for himself in “Hiram McIntyre’s shop. Business 

April 10, 1869 - xBuilding – We learn that Mr. J. (Josiah) has purchased of the 
Teske Bros. the lot between their store and the Republic office. Mr. Luce 
proposes to put up a good fireproof building which will make a fine addition to 
our business street. … business 

April 10, 1869 - County seat vote whether to locate to Berlin. 1469 against, 1253 
in favor. Town election: Dartford 227, Berlin 100. … Story on election results. 
politics 

April 10, 1869 - Belfrey Man: I forgot to mention the “bit of argument” that 
occurred Tuesday evening on the street in which Yanks were arrayed against 
Germans and both sides “spoiling for a fight,” but they were so tired that they 
could not bring their guns to bear. 

April 17, 1869 – Charley Loomis has sold his stock of goods to R Treat, who has 
moved them into his store on the corner opposite Hopkins hardware store. … Mr. 
Treat has purchased the interest of Benjamin Demell in the firm of Treat & 
Demel. business 

April 17, 1869 - A.G. Hopkins & Son put in a new front, lower floor and paint 
store. White front, ochre side. business 

April 17, 1869 - Hopkins & Son have removed their stock into west room of 
Demel’s block for a few days while work on their store proceeds.  business 

April 17, 1869 - New lumber yard Briggs & Jarvis. business 



April 17, 1869 - Newt Harman leased shop west side used as a planing mill and 
turning shop and has commenced the manufacture of milk safes. Factory 

April 17, 1869 - Emigrants from the “Fader Land” are arriving daily, hardy and 
healthy sons and daughters of toil, who come with willing hearts and stout arms 
to hew out their fortunes in our state. We give them a hearty welcome. Of such 
must come the future greatness and prosperity of our country.’ … German … 
immigrants 

April 24, 1869 – A.G. Hopkins appointed postmaster, effective May 1. politics 

May 1, 1869 – Sylvester Mesick living some three miles from this village is about 
to build a new dwelling house upon his farm. 

May 1, 1869 – Nice comment about steamer Weston. river 

May 8, 1869 – More about possible Kissam road to Berlin. Berlin Courant. … 
progress 

May 8, 1869 – W.A. Woodward & Son, dealers in clothing, will be found in 
Central Store of Taggart’s building with Bowen & Hamiton. … business 

May 8, 1869 – A small band of yo “noble red men of the forest” encamped upon 
the bank of the river some four miles from town, gave an entertainment in the 
shape of their wild and uncouth dances last Sunday. They drew so largely from 
the village that their leader determined to gibe all our villagers a chance to 
witness the pranks of his band in the “fantastic toe” exercise, accordingly he 
hired Demell’s Hall and was largely patronized. We learn since the entertainment 
that “White Wolf” proposes to travel. … Indians entertainment 

May 8, 1869 – Editorial about need for ordinance to deal with drunken man and 
speeding on streets. … temperance … improvement 

May 15, 1869 - New lumber yard Briggs & Jarvis. business 

May 15, 1869 – We understand Capt. Zierke’s German Rifle Company will hold a 
Schuetzenfest next Monday afternoon. … entertainment 

May 15, 1869 – Mr. N. (Newt) Harmon has leased the shop on the west side of 
the river, used as a planing mill and turning shop, and has commenced the 
manufacture of milk safes. … factory 



May 15, 1869 – Emmigrants from the ‘Fader Land’ are arriving daily, hardy and 
healthy sons and daughters of toil, who come with willing hearts and stout arms 
to hew out their fortunes in our state. We give them a hearty welcome. Of such 
must come the future greatness and prosperity of our country. … Germans. 
Same as April 17? 

May 15, 1869 – Those sand banks around our town may be regarded by our 
citizens as an ornament to the village, but it is not safe to argue this in behalf of 
strangers visiting our place. … Can’t our city fathers devise some means of 
seeding them down, or otherwise improving them? … improvement 

May 15, 1869 – Last week we called the attention of our merchants and business 
men generally, to the importance of having a Town Fair. We feel confident that 
something ought to be done to inaugurate an institution of this kind. It can be 
made self-sustaining from the start, and by proper and efficient management, 
can be made productive of much good to the place. … entertainment 

May 15, 1869 – A.G. Hopkins last Monday took charge of the Princeton post 
office. … politics 

May 22, 1869 - Whit Monday celebrated with services in the Lutheran Church in 
forenoon and German Schuetzenfest in the afternoon. August Weist won $30 
purse, scoring 29 out of possible 36 in three his money. … entertainment 

May 29, 1869 – Carman, the polite merchant in the new stone store, has spring 
styles. … business 

May 29, 1869 – Fred. Yahr and the Teske Bros. have just completed a snug little 

warehouse on the river in the rear of the former’s agricultural implement 
warehouse. They expect to, participate pretty largely in the purchase and 
shipment of wheat next fall. … business 

June 5, 1869 – We saw Fred Yahr the other day with a roll of bills as big as a 
pillow – guess he wants to buy some ‘leetel’ wheat. … business 

June 5, 1869 – The Princeton Mills will soon have a new Leffle wheel of 50 horse 
power. Then the old over shot which has done noble work so long will have rest. 
… factory 

June 12, 1869 – Ordinances 1-3. improvement 

June 12, 1869 – Purses set for races on July 3. … entertainment sports 



June 19, 1869 – Lumber is passing up the river by the 100,000 feet almost daily. 
… business 

July 3, 1869 – we are gratified to see the genial faces of our old townsmen, 
August Thiel and J.B. Radway, upon our streets again from Rochester, 
Minnesota. August has sold out in the North Star State. We hope he will sober 
down now and stay with us. … business factory 

July 3, 1869 – Fred Cooke runaway. … health crime 

July 3, 1869 – Big ad and article for Adam Forepaugh’s Great Zoological and 
Equestrian Aggregation. 25 massive dens of living animals. Three elephants and 
a herd of camels and dromedaries accompany the exhibition. Menagerie and 
circus exhibited in two separate tents. … entertainment 

July 10, 1869 – Fred Lounsbury’s house caught fire in the roof on Thursday 
afternoon, but help arriving soon, the flames were subdued and the building 
saved, with but slight loss. The damage was estimated at $30 and was paid the 
next morning to the owner, Mr. J.W. Bland. … bartel 

Wagon – Lewis Fisher 

July 17 1869 – We are drifting, dangling loose in the air. August Thiel has bought 
of Mr. Treat the building with the lot in which our office is located, and the lot 
adjoining on the east, and will put up a large stone block next summer. August 
means business and intends to help build up the town in which he made his 
money.” Business 

July 17, 1869or1867? – Treat re-elected to third term as school board treasurer. 
Judge Myers was on board as well 

July 17, 1869 – Montello Express writes of trip to Princeton by steamboat Weston 
for Fourth of July celebration. “As one man said, “it looked like old Germany. The 
streets, walks and buildings were adorned and covered with evergreens, from 
one end of the village to the other. It really looked as if the skill of artists had 
been taxed, to beautify that pleasant town. … Princeton band, “wigwam fitted up 
for the occasion which could have been measured by the acre,” tub races. … 
entertainment 

July 24, 1869 – Long piece from Wisconsin State Journal on improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. “It costs eight hundred per cent more to transport by 
rail than by rivers. The cost is a fact that legislation and engineers cannot 



overcome until they van abolish the law of gravitation. The proposed 
improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers will make transportation cheaper 
than by the Erie Canal, because among other advantages, steam can be used. … 
The proposed work is not a new line of transportation, but one as old as the 
rivers and lakes, but, not available at all seasons. It is a connecting link between 
that great western line, the Mississippi River, and that celebrated ‘broad guage’ 
line, the Lakes – the cheapest route to the East. The entire distance from the 
Mississippi at Prairie du Chien is one hundred and eighteen miles up the 
Wisconsin River to the portage, and one hundred and sixty miles from the 

portage down the Fox to Green Bay. … The Fox River, from its mouth, to 
Oshkosh, on Lake Winnebago, has a low water channel of about four feet, and 
from Lake Winnebago to the portage of about three feet. At stages of high 
water, boats of three, four and even five feet draft have passed from Lake 
Michigan up the Fox River and down the Wisconsin into the Mississippi River.” 
Work now under supervision of the Green Bay and Mississippi Canal Company. 
General Warren appointed by government issued report in October 1868. … 
improvement 

July 24, 1869 – Mr. E. Reeve has become equal partner of Republic. … 
newspaper … business 

July 24, 1869 – We have been favored with a copy of the History and Directory 
of the city of Ripon, Green Lake, and Waushara Counties. The publishers, Edgar 
B. Fox and W.T. Dudley, have gotten up a fine work, and the Courant office does 
a fine job of printing, and Mr. Skinner an extra job of binding is producing the 
book. Everybody should have a copy. 

July 31, 1869 – Berlin Courant says fair to be held in Berlin on the 28th, 29th and 

30th days of September will be a better exhibition than was held in Green Lake 
County.  ...14th annual fair sept 22-23 1869 in Princeton. … entertainment 

Aug. 7, 1869 – Fred Yahr has sold thirty Excelsior reapers this season. … Fred 
Yahr says the Indian Land is the ryest place he ever saw. He saw several fields 
where the grain was higher then the reapers’ heads. … business … farm 

Aug. 7, 1869 – Samuel Cooper sells residence to R.C. Treat. 

Aug. 7, 1869 – New 50 horsepower Leffle wheel at mill makes 350 revolutions 
per minute. … factory 

Aug. 7, 1869 – Mr. L.K. McIntyre informs us that this district and St. Marie have 
adopted the American Educational series of school books, consisting of Sander’s 



Union Readers and Spellers, Robinson’s Arithmetic and Algegra, Kerl’s Grammars, 
and Spencerian Penmanship. 

August 7, 1869 – Our village is becoming notorious for its many petty lawsuits, 
which arise out of little difficulties and neighborhood quarrels, and four times out 
of five could and ought to be settled without coming to a public, and sometimes 
disgraceful, trial. Too much hard swearing is resorted to, and too much bad 
blood engendered. … crime 

August 7, 1869 – Response re: Luce-Rawson insurance feud. … business 

August 14, 1869 – The new straw cutter manufactured by Heidle & Targartz of 
this village is growing into universal favor. … business 

August 14, 1869 – Last Sunday an Indian landslide occurred, filling up our 
saloons, and doing much damage that any amount of lager and whiskey was 
used in healing the bruises. … temperance 

August 14, 1869 – Mr. Rogers of Berlin has commenced boring an artisian well in 
front of Hubbard’s store on Water Street. … improvement 

August 14, 1869 – At least three out of the five saloons were open nearly all day 
(Sunday) and in open violation of the law. Every whelp of them should be 
deprived of his license, and set to work like honest men, earning an honest 
living. … temperance 

August 14, 1869 – The eclipse came at the exact moment designated by the 
astronomers, notwithstanding Si. Eggleston’s bet to the contrary, and afforded a 
vast deal of comment and speculation by our citizens, who turned out enmasse 
to view the great natural wonder. The sky was cloudless, and the view perfect 
from the moment of contact, to the end of Luna’s performance. At the greatest 
obscuration, a dark copperish green haze appeared over the landscape, but was 
only of a few minutes’ duration, though a lessening of the sun’s light was 
perceptible for over an hour. Upon every corner was a group of eager watchers, 
looking through smoked glass, and many were the exclamations of surprise and 
astonishment by persons of all ages. Many persons resorted to the residence of 
Mr. A. Long, where the Rev. Mr. Richards had his telescope, through which, we 
could plainly see the ragged edge of the moon, showing the mountains and 
valleys of that luminary, as it appeared in the bold relief between the earth and 
intense light of the Sun. Two large spots were plainly visible upon the surface of 
the Sun. … weather entertainment 



Aug. 21, 1869 – Insurance agent feud. Rawson ripping on Luce. (McConnell 
recalls this in his letter to Republic in 1900s) … business 

Aug. 28, 1869 – Fred Yahr is talking of a monthly Cattle Fair, a tiptop thing in 
which all our merchants should take stock. … business 

Aug. 28, 1869 – Sheep owners should not pasture their flocks upon the 
sidewalks, nor herd them in the village gardens. … improvement 

Aug. 28, 1869 – The insurance wrangle which has cumbered our columns so 
long, it is hardly necessary to say to our readers, has from the first appeared 
only as an advertisement at regular rates. … business 

Aug. 28, 1869 – The artisian well has been flowing, very gradually flowing 
downward through a stratum of drift gravel and sand, to the depth of 32 feet, 
where at present it has ceased, but we hope it will be continued. … improvement 

Aug. 28, 1869 – Navigation is thriving on the river. The Weston is gaining in 
favor, and has a growing trade. The Fox is busy as Gard. Green can make it – 
running 20 out of every 24 hours. The Montello, under the skillful hands of Capt. 
Peterson, is running night and day. The Verona is busy as a bee, while the 
Princeton makes her regular through trips from Oshkosh to the Mississippi. … 
business improvement 

Sept. 4, 1869 – Assessment of town of Princeton: $348,366. 378 horses, 1250 
cattle, 2 mules, 2085 sheep, 515 swine, 295 wagons, carriages, sleighs, 46 
watches, 14 melodeons. … improvement 

Sept. 4, 1869 – Laf. Fisher is about to move his stock of goods into Demell’s 
west store room. … business 

Sept. 4, 1869 – The artisian well is no go. One is talked of in the triangle at the 
expense of the village – no water, no pay. City paps, vote the money. … 
improvement 

Sept. 4, 1869 – “Natator” writes about swimming, bathing in river. There is a fine 
bathing house across the river, unused, like a great many other good things. … 
entertainment 

Sept. 4, 1869 – Convention about river planned Oct. 20. … improvement 



Sept. 11, 1869 – Radway, the artist, will soon have up a new photograph gallery 
and paint shop east of the Jarvis House. … business 

Treat third term as school board treasurer 

Wilde-McClurg soda fountain … business 

Sept. 18, 1869 - Cattle Fair organizational meeting.  … At a meeting at Demell’s 
hall last Saturday evening to organize a Cattle Fair, F.T. Yahr was chosen 
chairman ad A.H. Myers secretary. Motion carried for the appointment of a 
committee of three to select a place for holding the fair. R.C. Treat, August Thiel 
and Fred W. Cooke were appointed. Motion carried that the first fair be held on 
the first Wednesday of October next. F.T. Yahr was elected treasurer and market 
master, R.C. Treat was elected president and A.H. Myers secretary. … We hope 
our farmers will take hold of the matter with right good will and help to make it a 
success. Many are doing everything they can, but remember there is always 
room to do more. We are informed the good people of Kingston and Marquette 
will generally take advantage of the cheap fare on the West to come. … First fair 
Oct. 6th, 1869. “The Princeton Cattle Fair is a thing of reality. The first meeting 
came off last Wednesday. The number of cattle on the grounds was about 250, 
as nearly as we could learn. Every available inch in the triangle was in use. Many 
animals changed hands at fair rates.” … business … entertainment 

Sept. 18, 1869 - The County Road laid out by the board of supervisors south 
from the city of Berlin, striking the Princeton and Dartford road at the least line 
of Ezra Parker’s farm is a fixed fact. The damages allowed, amount to seventeen 
hundred dollars, which are thus divided: the city of Berlin $500, the towns of 
Berlin, St. Marie, Brooklyn and Princeton $300 each. … Why Princeton should be 

saddled with an assessment of $300 to build a road which is of no consequence 
to us we are at a loss to understand. The good people of this town and village 
care not how many roads the city of Berlin throws out into the country for her 
special benefit. If she wants, needs and must have the trade of Princeton and St. 
Marie, let her build roads so that we can get there. … roads progress 

Sept. 18, 1869 – We learn that General G.K. Warren, United States engineer who 
surveyed the Wisconsin River and reported on the feasibility of improving the 
same, is to take his steamer, the Winneconne, up there in September. He says 
‘what I mean to do is to satisfy myself how much good wing dams will do, and 
third, if they are insufficient, mature a plan for a canal for the whole or part of 
the river, make plans for new bridges for the railroad, etc. and definitely dispose 
of the subject. Though the work has been much delayed, we have acquired an 



amount of experience in the time employed that will enable us to settle 
reasonably upon the best plan for the improvement.” – Madison Journal … rivre 

Sept. 18, 1869 – The Badger Banner says Old Dandy, well known chief of the 
Winnebago Indians in this part of the country, died at a good old age at 
Dexterville, Wood County, a short time ago. A large number of his tribe followed 
his remains to the grave. … 

Oct. 2, 1869 - Republic new office opposite and east of the Jarvis House. … 
business 

Ad for Oct 9, 1869 – We learn of a new firm – Benj. Demel and N.W. Lowe 
having formed a partnership in the feed and provision business and will soon 
open up in P.W Jackson’s building, lately owned and occupied by L. Fisher. … 
business 

“Some day, we fear, the fire demon will sweep our village away. Let a fire once 
get only one-half an hour ahead of us on a windy day or night and the village is 
of the things that were.” … “A half dozen of Babcock’s fire extinguishers, ready 
trimmed, would quench any fire that is likely to break out with our present sized 
buildings, and they can be had for, we believe, from $40 to $50 apiece. The 
saving in insurance in one year would buy them.” … improvement 

Oct. 2, 1869 – Berlin Courant responds to Republic comments about road. 
Republic again responds: In the summer season Princeton and St. Marie have 
the river, in the winter they are equi-distant from Berlin and Ripon. Our grain 
merchants can afford to pay within 2 cts per bushel as much as Berlin merchants 
and more than Ripon merchants. They can get as good rates if not better by rail 

than Berlin merchants, consequently Princeton and St. Marie farmers have no 
desire to go to Berlin. But if Berlin desires to draw away trade from these towns, 
she must offer superior inducements and build roads that our farmers may get 
there. … roads progress 

Oct. 2, 1869 – Legal notice re: sale of forfeited state lands. Several T.T. Kissam 
properties. St. Marie? … 

Oct. 2, 1869 – Wheat is passing down the river by the thousand bushels almost 
daily. … business 

Oct. 9, 1869 – Gotlieb Luedtke’s axle gauge is a new Princeton invention which 
Mr. Luedtke has recently patented, and which is represented as a first-class 
contrivance, doing away with any guesswork in settling thimble skins. … factory 



Oct. 9, 1869 – The Princeton Cattle Fair is a thing of reality. The first meeting 
came off last Wednesday. The number of cattle on the ground was about 250, as 
nearly as we could learn. Every available inch in the triangle was in use. Many 
animals changed hands at fair rates. The next fair day is Wednesday, the 3rd of 
November. … business 

Oct. 16, 1869 – The Rev. Mr. Ames, the new Methodist minister 

Oct. 16, 1869 – Wheat at 90 cents per bushel is low when we consider that 
debts were contracted over a year ago and running at 10 percent interest, but 
we fear 75 cents will be taken for a good share of the crop. … The depreciation 
in price has caused a lull in receipt of wheat, but the prospect now is that lower 
figures must be taken by and by. … business … farm 

Oct. 23, 1869 – Portage Improvement Convention. Group stays at Princeton for 
night. “At the Bend, Superintendent N.W. Edwards of the Green Bay and 
Mississippi Canal Co., and several other gentlemen, including two or three live 
editors, jumped ashore and walked over the route of the proposed canal or cut-
off across the Bend. Mr. E. estimates the length at ½ or ¼ of a mile, average 
depth, 25 feet, with lock of three feet lift. … At convention – The Green Bay and 
Mississippi Canal Company by its agents, expressed themselves ready to retire 
from the Fox upon payment to them the cost of their works, and a resolution 
was adopted, asking our next Legislature to ascertain what this company would 
take for its interests and vacate the river. … improvement 

Nov. 6, 1869 – Our village should have some means of defense against fire and 
give the insurance monopoly a wide berth. 4 to 6 percent premium per annum is 
an extortion which no ordinary business in these close times ought to bear. … 
improvement 

Nov. 6, 1869 – 201 votes were cast at our town election, 196 of which were 
against the $300 tax levied upon the town by the County Board to pay damages 
on the new county road commencing at Ezra Parker’s southeast corner on the 
Dartford and Princeton road and running to Berlin. … roads progress 

Nov. 6, 1869 = Dr. I.W. DeVoe intends “to look up a more clime for the practice 
of his profession.” 

Nov. 6, 1869 – Washington Whittemore teaching at Center House School. 
LaFayette Whittemore teaching at the Countryman School. 

Nov. 6, 1869 – Loomis’ butcher shop … business 



Nov. 13, 1869 – It is a fact that the vast prairies of Iowa, Minnesota and the 
whole Northwest are peculiarly adapted to the cultivation of wheat, and that our 
farmers cannot successfully compete with them in the cultivation of this cereal. 
There is another fact which comes home with significant force to Green Lake 
County men, to the effect that a fifty-dollar cow will pay for herself in one 
summer with cheese at 16 cents per pound. … The butter bill of any family is 
larger than their flour bill. This is also a lesson. The demand is continually 
increasing with which the supply does not keep pace. We must raise more butter 
and cheese and less wheat. … farms progress 

Nov. 13, 1869 – In our last we referred to the necessity of having some 
protection against fire. The time is at hand when people have every stove and 
fireplace in active occupation and other chances for a fire are more numerous 
than in the summer season. Someday, we fear, the fire demon will sweep our 
village away. Let a fire once get only one-half an hour ahead of us on a windy 
day or night and the village is of the things that were. We do not think a very 
large expenditure is needed. A half dozen of Babcock’s Fire Extinguishers, ready 
trimmed, would quench any fire that is likely to break out with our present sized 
buildings, and they can be had for, we believe, from $40 to $50 apiece. The 
saving in insurance in one year would buy them. … improvement 

Nov. 20, 1869 – Two years ago, Princeton boasted the strongest Temperance 
organization in the county. Then we had but two saloons, now we have six and 
not a temperance organization. Why is this? Does the license system work to the 
satisfaction of those who support it? We think not, though the result of this 
system cannot be otherwise as is proven form the fruits which grow out of such 
places of resort. … We may hear of terrible things that occur at these saloons, 

but we cannot forbid it, and say it is all wrong. No, we have no right to do this. 
They pay their money for the license to do what they do, and we receive it and 
appropriate it for other purposes. If we say to the young men and boys, you 
must not go to the saloons, we are here met with a bold front. They will say to 
us, “Father goes,” and in their estimation what “father” does is right. Now, we 
cannot say that the child ought to do wrong because his parents do, but we do 
say, cursed is the man who teaches his child by example, to do that which he 
knows to be wrong, and which he would disallow in another. – Communication. 
… temperance 

Nov. 20, 1869 – The new stone school building in the Stimson and Clark 
neighborhood is now completed and is considered the best country school 
building in the county. … pleasant valley school 



Nov. 20, 1869 – Union services held for Thanksgiving in the M.E. Church, the 
sermon being delivered by the Rev. W.M. Richards, pastor of the Congregational 
church. 

Nov. 27, 1869 – Cooke of the Jarvis House is as jolly as an alderman and about 
as fat. The good Lord made him a natural landlord. … business 

Nov. 27, 1869: We understand August Thiel has purchased Briggs & Jarvis’ 
lumber yard. business 

Nov. 27, 1869 – It is stated that the Long Brothers have taken the job of 
finishing off August Thiel’s new block to be built next summer. … building … 
business 

Dec. 4, 1869 – Temperance men and women should organize, or their sons will 
join the ranks of the liquor vendor. … We now have six flourishing saloons and 
no lodge. … temperance 

Dec. 4, 1869 – The stone is coming upon the ground for Thiel and Luce’s blocks. 
… business 

Dec. 11, 1869 – About 8,000 bushels of custom work has been done in the 
Princeton Mills since harvest, exclusive of merchant flouring. … factory 

Dec. 11, 1869 – The Cattle Fair comes off next Wednesday. Some German 
printer in Milwaukee set up the job for the bills, after 4 o’clock, and couldn’t see 
that the 8th was the 2nd Wednesday of December. It should have been the 1st. … 
business 

Dec. 11, 1869 - Jarvis House illustration. The citizens of Green Lake and 
surrounding counties are respectfully invited to attend the Jarvis House Ball, 
which will be held at Hubbard’s Hall, as soon as all the tickets are sold. Tickets 
$2. The owner of the Jarvis House as an inducement to people to buy tickets to 
his Jarvis House Ball will make a present of this house/hotel barn of said 
premises upon the following plan: Tickets numbering from one to 1,500 will be 
placed in a box, while 1,500 blanks, upon one of which will be written the words 
“Jarvis House” will be placed in another. The contents of both will be thoroughly 
mixed, a little girl, blindfolded, will draw with the right hand from one box, with 
the left from the other, one ticket with each hand, and proceed in like manner 
until the words “Jarvis House" is drawn, when the number taken out of the other 
box at the same time will entitle the holder to a warranty deed, free from 
encumbrance, of the Jarvis House said premises. … business 



Dec. 11, 1869 - Spring will soon be here, and with it comes the April election. 
Our village should look to it, that our town board is composed of men who will 
reduce the license on grog shops for the saloons are the life of Princeton as was 
evident Wednesday evening. Such useful, soul-inspiring and moral institutions, 
owned and conducted by such high-toned and chivalrous citizens, should not be 
burdened with the monstrous tax of $70 a year. It is an outrage upon the go-
ahead spirit of the village that they are taxed at all. (?) They should be as free as 
the miserable beverage they dispense. – By all means let us have another half 
dozen, even if the town treasury be taxed to pay them a small bounty – say 
$100 each. … temperance 

Dec. 11, 1869 – One of the busiest places in town is Frank Holloway’s harness 
shop. … business 

Dec. 11, 1869 – The Cattle Fair on Wednesday was largely attended, though the 
show of cattle was poorer than at either of the former fairs, but more buyers 
being in attendance, more cattle changed hands than at both the other shows. 
So far, this fair is a perfect success, and should the interest continue, it will 
become one of the permanent institutions of the village. … Lager beer and 
considerable execrable whisky proved too strong for a hundred or two of the 
cattle show spectators on Wednesday afternoon, (the six Princeton dram shops 
being driven to the utmost with a profitable trade), they fused into a mass of 
indistinguishable yawp. The result was some loose teeth, a few black eyes, and 
some two hundred severe headaches, and many cases of acute diarrhea. But 
then the saloons are a good thing (?) besides attracting trade (?) they furnish 
the stimulus for free exhibitions which leave favorable (?) impressions of our 
otherwise quiet village, in the minds of strangers who on such days are here in 
considerable numbers. … business 

Dec. 18, 1869 - Green & Carman have sold entire stock to Treat, who will move 
his other stock to the store lately occupied by Green & Carman. … Business 

Dec 18, 1869 – Our village wants and sorely needs some means of extinguishing 
fires. If there is a single fire hook in town, we do not know of it, certain it is 
there are not two. Won’t some man who has his buildings insured for less than 
they are worth talk up a hook and ladder company? In a majority of cases our 
light frame buildings could be torn down by a thoroughly organized hook 
company before the fire could reach adjoining buildings. By all means, let us 
have something of the kind. It will lighten our insurance if nothing more. … 
improvement 



December 1869 – Gottlieb Luedtke gets patent for axle gauge. … factory 

December 25, 1869 – The boys and girls of Princeton are invited to be promptly 
on hand at the wing dam near the bridge with shovels, scrapers and brooms, at 
2 o’clock Tuesday, Dec. 28th, to clear the ice for a skating carnival. – By order of 
40 skaters. … sports … entertainment 

December 25, 1869 – The seventh saloon and 2nd billiard table is soon to be in 
running order at Treat’s old stand, as we learn. Let another merchant sell out 
and we can have the 8th. – business 

May 23, 1874 – Ernst Manthey died on Wednesday morning, the 20th last, after 
an illness of only six days. He had been engaged in mercantile business here for 
several years. 

1870 

January 20, 1870 – Compulsory education. school 

Jan. 8, 1870 – Ezra Rosebrook dies. history 

Jan. 1870 – Princeton Quadrille Band popular. entertainment 

January 20, 1870 – Compulsory education. school 

Jan. 22, 1870 – Road issue. 

Feb. 12, 1870 – August Thiel is removing his two-story frame store off its lot on 
Water Street to make room for his large, new block next summer. business 

Feb. 1870 – Nelson McIntyre used to make wagons but last few years selling 
sewing machines and musical instruments, organs, melodeons, etc. business 

Feb. 19, 1870 – McConnell passes editorship to JC Thompson. Editorial busines 

Feb. 26, 1870 – August Thiel getting stone for new block from Pardeeville. 
business 

March 5, 1870 – The new swing bridge is completed. 

March 5, 1870 – Piece about German immigrants. Welcome. 

March 5, 1869 – Temperance meeting blurb, Good Templars 



March 5-12, 1870 – Newspaper changes from McConnell & Reeve to JC 
Thompson and Reeve. business 

March 12-19, 1870 – Profiles of local businesses. North side of Water, 500 block 
going east – Treat in Green & Carman’s old stand with dry goods, groceries, 
boots and more, Wilde & McClurg druggists in same block, T. Williams boot and 
shoe shop with Theodore Slater in west room of Williams block doing carriage 
trimming, upholstery and harnesses, Teske Bros. two large rooms with dry 
goods, groceries, etc., John Messick shoe store; 400 – Jarvis House (run down), 

J.B. Radway art gallery, A.H Myers office; Short Street??? – Hiram McIntyre 
blacksmith, RH Green making wagons in same block. South side of Water, 400 
block, going west – E.M. Parsons, clocks, watches and jewelry, Frank Holloway 
harness maker (same block as Republic), Hubbard’s block vacant after druggist 
departed under mysterious circumstances. 500 block – AG Hopkins & Son 
hardware and post office; JM Fish and AE Thompson attorneys office, W.J. 
Rawson harness shop, Wm. J. Frank in east room of DeMell’s block with dry 
goods, LaFayette Fisher in west room (formerly Fisher & Bro.) with millinery, 
George Parker dry goods, Eggleston & Hopkins general store, R.P. Rawson 20 
years first dry goods and then insurance, Martin Manthey insurance, Nelson 
McIntyre who used to make wagons but last few years selling sewing machines 
and musical instruments. 

Also noted that Dr. N.T. Millard has office at house at Water and Clinton streets. 

March 26, 1870 – Princeton Foundry makes columns for Thiel and Luce blocks. 
factory 

March 26, 1870 – Profiles of industries – David Messing furniture, Louis Baumann 

tinner, Princeton Foundry, August Swanke (worked two years for Thiel), G. 
DeVoe coopering, N. Harmon, planing mill, and JJ Parker furniture in same 
building?, Princeton Mill (Weise & Colburn).  factory 

April 16, 1870 – Clearing old buildings off lots. 

May 7, 1870 – August Swanke starts work on wagon shop. factory 

June 11, 1870 – The repairs on the bridge causeway for the last year have cost 
$1,000 or enough to make quite a start toward a new bridge. 

June 18, 1870 – Thiel and Luce are proceeding with their block of three stores. 
Building business 



July 2, 1870 – Town of Princeton votes to appropriate money to survey a line for 
a railroad through Princeton. Vote was almost unanimous. 

July 1870 – Treat sells half of his business to S. Hinman in Green & Carman’s old 
stand (DeMell block?) 

July 30, 1870 – E. Reeve sells interest in newspaper. Now J.C. and A.E. 
Thompson. business 

Aug. 6, 1870 – Thiel’s block will be one of the county’s finest buildings. business 

August 13, 1870 – E. Reeve says farewell to Republic. business 

August 13, 1870 – Front of Thiel’s block finished so far as brick and iron work go. 
“August was so well pleased with the job done by the masons that he gave them 
a splendid supper and entertainment. August offers $300 cash premium to 
anyone who could build a building in town with a better front. Building business 

August 20, 1870 – The front of Luce’s block is completed. Building business 

August 20, 1870 – Band giving series of evening entertainments in the triangle. 

September 15, 1870 – Thiel Hall soft opening for 100 couples for dance just prior 
to opening of county fair. Business building entertainment 

September 1870 – Fair was a success despite “one half the population being 
German who do not seem to realize the advantage of uniting with and assisting 
to carry out any public demonstration.” Last year Fair held in Princeton????? 
entertainment 

Oct. 1, 1870 – Thiel death. history 

Oct. 1, 1870 – Problems with Thiel block roof sagging. Padget’s Theatrical 
Troupe planned for the opening of Thiel’s new hall. Hall is 44x80 feet. WJ Frank 
will take east room of Thiel block when it opens.  Building business 

?? Princeton Feed Store sold by F. Holloway to T. McConnell. … T. McConnell has 
new grocery at Hubbard’s corner. … business 

Dec. 31, 1870 – Treat sells ½ interest to S.D. Hinman. business 

1871 



Files of 1871. … Ground was broken for the Poland Catholic Church last Saturday 
and on Sunday ground was consecrated by the Polish priest. 

May 10, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Hiram Scovil has commenced a building on his 
farm just south of Swanke’s shop for a distillery. It is of stone and the first story 
is nearly up. … W.F. Scovel’s new cider mill has capacity of from six to eight 
barrels a day. Mr. Scovel is selling cider at 15 cents per gallon by the barrel. 

April 15, 1871 – Polish church lots are being substantially fenced.  Catholic 

May 13, 1871 – Catholic church breaks ground. Road north of Princeton. 

May 20, 1871 – Catholic church laying stone. 

May 20, 1871 - Second Catholic church being built. 

May 27, 1871 – JW Chase pump factory. 

June 24, 1871 – Pump factory. 

July 1, 1871 – Montello came up river with balance of lumber for west side 
church. Walls on east side church nearly completed. 

July 22, 1871 – West side church raised. Walls east side church completed. 
Catholic 

July 29, 1871 – West side church enclosed and roof on. We understand an 
addition is to be built on the back end of the church for vestry. … Man falls, dies 
building church. Catholic 

Aug. 12, 1871 – Water street business improvements. 

Oct. 21, 1871 – Peshtigo fire. … Gottlieb Luedtke setting up wagon shop on 
Water Street. Business factory 

Nov. 4, 1871 – Railroad track sinking. … Women vote. suffrage 

Nov. 11, 1871 – Congregational church upgrade. … Over 30 buildings put up 
over last 90 days. … Railroad effect. .. improvement 

Nov. 25, 1871 – Mrs. Joseph Yunker dies. factory 



Dec. 2, 1871 – Railroad. It takes 3,500 tons of iron to iron the track from Fond 
du Lac to Princeton. 

Dec. 9, 1871 – Telegraph. … Hay scales. … Railroad to Grand Rapids. … West 
side church completed. Cost $3,000. Note from Andros. Barthol. Catholic 

Dec. 16, 1871 – Railroad. … Teske and Yahr warehouse for pork. business 

Dec. 23, 1871 – Bad Weather.  … J.H. Treat. Cranberries, Jackson County. … 
Treat getting contracts for grading railroad in Fond du Lac. 

1872 

June 7, 1923 – Files of 1872 (The building next door west of Luce’s block is to be 
moved next week in order to make room for the new building which Teske Bros. 
propose to erect. … This new building is to be finished in front like the Thiel and 
Luce block, but will be 100 feet long, making the largest business building in the 
village. … They will commence laying stone on their new block today or Monday. 
Business history 

May 25 … Background on Richard Mueller – Richard has been absent some time 
in Neenah with Mr. Hinman’s stock of goods, but we learn now he goes into an 
old established Oshkosh house. Richard is one of our brightest young men and 
bound to succeed. … Fred Otto has opened a meat market in the east room of 
C.W. Loomis block on Water Street.) business history 

June 14, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Wm Worm is laying the foundation for a building 
to be used as a sales room and work shop for his merchant tailoring business. … 
Green bridge and lumber briefs.) business history 

June 21, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Three regular grain buyers – F.T. Yahr, T.J. 
Chittenden & Son, and Green & Wilde.) business history 

June 28, 1923 – Correspondence page. Reprint of Ten lives lost in Green Lake 
from Republic files of 1873. Jumps to Sand Burrs page. history 

July 5, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Dr. DeVoe and P.W. Jackson have opened a new 
drug store in Hubbard’s block, opposite the hotel. … Julius Manthey has removed 
his tailoring business to the shop of J. Wm. Worm next door west of Wilde’s 
store. … Teske Bros. new store is nearly ready for the paint man. They expect to 
get into their new room in time for the holiday trade. …We learn the liquor 



license of C. Neidt, of this village, will be taken from him by the town board to 
put a stop to the frequent rows in that hole in the wall.) business history 

July 12, 1923 – Files of 1872 (H. McIntyre does horse shoeing.) business history 

July 26, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Dr. I.W. DeVoe back in town) business health 
history 

Aug. 2, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Nov. 27 Ettie Myers marries G.W. Whittemore. … 
First regular passenger train came into our town on Monday, May 22, 1872, at 
nine o’clock in the evening.) railroad history 

Aug. 9, 1923 – Files of 1872 (D.M. Green, R.R. Director, and our Junior, A.E. 
Thompson, were in Marquette county this week posting propositions for R.R. aid 
from that county. The aid asked is 3.5 percent on the assessment and is for 
extension of the Sheboygan & Fox River R.R. to Portage city and Grand Rapids.) 
railroad history 

Aug. 16, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Another fight at Niedt saloon. … Turntable, 
situated about one half mile east of the river, is partially completed. A side track 
connecting it to the main line is being laid. We had the pleasure of purchasing 
the first ticket sold at Green Lake Station for Princeton. We paid the regular 50 
cents stamp for it, only a little over five cents a mile. Distance is nine and three-
tenths mile.) business history 

Aug. 23, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Princeton Flouring Mill, John Weiss and J.C. 
Lemke, proprietors is doing a splendid business. … F.A. Wilde – drug 
store.)  business history 

Aug. 30, 1923 – Files of 1872 (RR will erect large grain elevator on the banks of 
the river in time for fall trade.) business history 

-- 

-- 

Dec. 14, 1872 – “The carpenters have completed the store room in Teske 
Brothers new block. It is one of the finest rooms in the county.” 

June 24, 1871 – ad. W.J. Rawson, harness maker, is in Hubbard block. … 
Carriage trimmer and harness maker Theodore Stater is in “The New Block.” 



August 12, 1871 – L. Fisher in Luce block. Wide range of staple dry goods, 
clothing, fancy groceries. … Louis Bauman, general hardware, stoves, etc. next 
door west of David Messing’s furniture store. … D.T. Andrews meat market under 
the Republic office. … JB Radway’s art gallery first door east of Jarvis House. …  

March 16, 1872 – Republic in second floor of Luce building … 

March 23, 1872 – The Bargain Store is located across from Cooke’s hotel, L.D. 
Hopkins in charge. … WJ Frank in Thiel’s block. …  

March 30, 1872 – Calvin Jones has new restaurant in Williams block. … Stevens 
& Bentley selling groceries and eatables and will deliver free of charge within 
village limits. … The new dry goods store located at Princeton in November last 
has the appearance of a permanent institution. … Mr. Gardner Green expects to 
bring the first car load of lumber over the railroad to this place as soon as the 
iron is down. … New lot of ladies hose offered at half price, all just arrived at the 
new Princeton Store. … CW Westbrook has track at Manchester. He and C.W. 
Loomis open a sale and training stable there. …  

April 20 – Fred Otto has opened a meat market in the east room of C.W. Loomis’ 
block on Water Street. 

June 22, 1872 – Railroad gives notice it wants water lots 1-13. 

June 29, 1872 – Smallpox notice … Railroad seeks $50,000 in Marquette County. 

July 13, 1872 – Baby drowns in swill and smallpox followup. 

July 20, 1872 – First temperance case under Graham Law. 

July 27, 1892 – The commissioners appointed by Justice Cole of the Supreme 
Court to appraise certain real estate in this village, needed by the S&FRR Co. for 
sidetracks, docks, depots, etc. awarded the damage at $650. This shows 
Princeton property to be more valuable than it was a few years ago, as most of 
this property had been sold for taxes several times within twenty years. … 

July 27, 1872 – Longer piece on smallpox. … 

July 27, 1872 – Longer piece on Marquette County railroad aid. … 

Aug. 3, 1872 – The small pox having subsided our business men are beginning 
to look for an increase in trade. … 



Aug. 3, 1872 – Mr. Wm. Worm is laying the foundation for a building to be used 
as a salon room and work shop for his merchant tailoring business. … Mr. A. 
Parker has barber shop in Hubbard building. … S.D. Hinman, formerly a resident 
of this village but now of Neenah, purchased the store building formerly occupied 
by the Teske Brothers. ... 

Aug. 10, 1872 – The foundation of the elevator for the S&F Road is about 
completed. Superintendent Smith informs us that it will be ready for business by 
the first of September. Machinery being built in Fond du Lac. … 

 Aug. 10, 1872 – The Monthly Cattle Fair will be held at their yards in Princeton, 
the first Wednesday, being the 4th day of September. As there has been no cattle 
fair here since June 5th, it is expected to have a full opening. … 

Aug 17, 1872 – Wm. Worm has his new store up and enclosed. … 

Aug. 17, 1872 – F.T. Yahr is prepared to pay cash for 1,000 tons of rye straw, 
which means he will take all that is offered, and will pay cash for it. This straw is 
to be shipped to the Fond du Lac paper mill and is one of the benefits of railroad 
communication with our neighbors. … 

Aug. 24, 1872 – Nice story on view from Bland’s Hill. … 

Aug. 24 1872 – R.C. Treat, original proprietor of the village of Princeton and who 
has been constant and earnest in building up the place, and is assisting every 
laudable and praiseworthy public improvement, has, we are sorry to say, 
determined to try his fortune in a new and yet undeveloped country west of the 
Wisconsin River. The cranberry fever has affected good men before, and we 

hope our old and tried friend may succeed in his venture. Mr. Treat has for the 
past fifteen years been engaged in the different branches of merchandising and 
has made many friends in all his intercourse with his people. He left us 
Wednesday of this week to chance a fortune in cranberries in the western part of 
Wood County, where he has a large amount of marsh. Very few citizens will be 
missed as much as R.C. Treat, and we are sure that not one of our citizens but 
unite with us in wishing him complete success.” … 

Aug. 24, 1872 – J.P. Schneider, owner of the only hotel in Princeton, has been 
overhauling the inside pretty generally, and has introduced a new method of wall 
finishing that is cheap and looks very well. It is the painting of the walls, instead 
of papering them. The various colors are used, and the representations are very 
good, only that the common lime finished wall painted in this way, shows like the 
body of coarse paper. It has this advantage, cleanliness and also disadvantage, 



that for outside walls, it has not the warmth of paper, and if a wall gets broken, 
could not be replaced except by having the patterns and paints at hand. 
However, the hotel is much improved in appearance, and Mr. Schneider is 
entitled to the credit of introducing a new and novel plan of room finishing in our 
village. … 

Aug. 31, 1872 – It will be three or four weeks before railroad elevator ready to 
receive grain. … 

Aug. 31, 1872 – School meeting. F.A. Wilde elected treasurer. $100 budgeted for 
library. “A fair amount should be voted each year until we get a respectable 
library. … 

Sept. 21, 1872 – Sylvester Kelley has jewelry store at J.B. Radway’s art gallery. 
… 

Sept. 21, 1872 … The railroad track through this town has been put in splendid 
shape, thoroughly ballasted, side tracks completed, passenger and freight depot, 
and elevator in condition for doing business, and everything begins to look like a 
well-equipped road. Although the freight business as yet is not large, still from 
two to three carloads of grain go out daily, and quite a large amount of rye straw 
is being pressed and shipped to Fond du Lac. … Sept. 28. 1872 – Mr. H. Scovel is 
roofing his large stone building on the West Side. It has been talked for some 
time that a distillery was to be put in, but if so, the matter is kept very quiet. We 
have no doubt a distillery would do a thriving business, though the “rye” might 
taste old.” … 

Oct. 5, 1872 – Historical Society’s Historical Collections Vol. 6, 1869-1872 
includes memories of G. DeWitt Elwood – a just tribute to a good man. … 

Oct. 12, 1872 – Charley Bentley moving to Milwaukee; Lafayette Fisher also 
closing his store. … 

Oct. 26, 1872 – Dr. DeVoe and P.W. Jackson opening a new drug store in 
Hubbard’s block. … 

Oct. 26, 1872 – Description of mail, stage line to Portage. … 

Nov. 2, 1872 – Julius Manthey has removed his tailoring business to the shop of 
J. Wm. Worm, next door west of Wilde’s store. 



Nov. 2, 1872 – Teske Bros. new shoe shop in the new block is just completed 
and the workmen have taken possession. … 

 Nov. 2, 1872 – Fish jam mill water wheel. … 

Nov. 23, 1872 – Teskes expect to get in new building in time for holiday trade. 
Painting now. … 

Nov. 23 1872 – J.D. Jarvis heads to Muscatine, Iowa, to open a hotel. … 

Nov. 23, 1872 – Jeweler S. M. Kelley moves from Radway’s to Jackson & DeVoe 
drug store, Hubbard’s corner. … 

Dec. 7, 1872 – George Long shop east of bridge. … Ferd. Wilde. … 

Dec. 7, 1872 – Railroad building engine house in Princeton. … 

Dec. 7, 1872 – Eugene Millard goes into pump business with J.W. Chase. … 

Dec. 7, 1872 – Dantz railroad fatality. … 

Dec. 14, 1872 – “The carpenters have completed the store room in Teske 
Brothers new block. It is one of the finest rooms in the county.” … IW Sherwood 
putting up windmill. … 

Dec. 21, 1872 – D.H. Waite receives watch from GOP in New York. … 

WS Flint is state senator, goes to Madison 

January 6, 1872 – Teske Bros. hauling stone for large business block to be put 
up this spring. 2-story, 90 or 100 feet long. Lower room, sales; upper, boot and 
shoe manufactory. building 

January 6, 1872 – J.H. Hubbard and others go to Rosendale to assist with laying 
of track for Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Railway. Right of way from Princeton to 
county line east nearly all paid for. railroad 

January 13, 1872 – Railroad track 4.5 miles from Ripon. 

January 27, 1872 – First passenger train reaches Ripon, begin laying track west 
next week. railroad 



January 27, 1872 – S.D. Hinman, was partner of Treat, moves to Neenah. 
business 

January 27, 1872 – Estimate 21 days to lay track from Ripon to Princeton. Ripon 
to Milwaukee passenger $2; Princeton to Milwaukee $2.50? … We know the 
month of March will find the construction train in our village. railroad 

February 3, 1872 – F.T. Yahr considering putting up large stone block in spring. 
Building business 

February 3, 1872 – Editorial on what needs to be done after railroad. 

March 9, 1872 – Editor criticizes youth who harassed Indians 

March 9, 1872 – Gardener Green’s new house raised. 

March 9, 1872 – “We are not about to tell our readers just when the iron will be 
laid to Princeton on the S.&F.R.R. We’ve told so often it wouldn’t pay.” Railroad 

March 16, 1872 – Scarlet fever deaths. health 

March 16, 1872 – S&FRR contracted to carry mail to and from Princeton March 
31, 1872. railroad 

March 16, 1872 – It is Hiram Scovel. factory 

March 16, 1872 – “The people begin to look just a little frightened at the near 
approach of the iron horse. The construction train was to be at Veliet’s mill by 

this Wednesday night. Our people must look out for cars when the bell rings or 
the whistle sounds.” railroad 

March 23, 1872 – Gard Green building tenant houses. business 

March 23, 1872 - The iron on the S&FRR is laid to within seven miles of 
Princeton. railroad 

March 30, 1872 - The iron on the S&FRR is laid to within two miles of the river. 
Railroad 

March 30, 1872 – Schoolhouse being repaired. Sealed, painted 



April 6, 1872 – “Boys who want to preserve their heads and limbs whole will 
keep away from the cars. railroad 

April 6, 1872 – Construction train reached the corporation limits Wednesday, the 
third of April. railroad 

April 6, 1872 – Track reached the river at about 2 o’clock on Thursday. The 
workmen were as much elated with it as the people of the village. General good 
feeling prevailed. railroad 

April 6, 1872 – Railroad engineers look at building to Portage City. Also expected 
to build Grand Rapids line in summer. 

April 6, 1872 – The construction train will be kept at work on the road from 
Princeton east, finishing up, ballasting, etc. It will take some time to get the 
track in good solid working order.” … Two kids  try taking ride on hand car 
resulting in ankle injury. … Depot building to go up next week. Shipped ready for 
putting up from Fond du Lac. … See ad on Page 1. … Railroad to receive two 
new engines, “Princeton” and “Ripon.” 

April 13, 1872 – Four deaths from measles in 10 days. Health 

April 20, 1872 – George Long has contract for opening the bridge and keeping 
the float and draw in good repair. 

April 27, 1872 – First boat of season. Inventory of its load. river 

April 27, 1872 – Talk about roads. 

April 27, 1872 – Grounds of school have been fenced in to protect the trees and 
the children’s playground. 

April 27, 1872 – The car bells ring so often and so near like fire bells that the 
night of the fire may set still in their houses thinking it was merely an engine 
passing. … Ten tons of goods came in on the SFRR on Monday morning. … 
Today the carpenters are busy putting in the turntable, and the depot material is 
here. It will be put up in a few days. … Regular trains expected to run to and 
from Princeton on Monday, April 29. railroad 

April 27, 1872 – Big fire. Fisher wagon shop. Inside page. 

May 4, 1872 – Railroad office in Thiel block. … CB Hart appointed station agent. 



May 11, 1872 – Two-story wooden building owned by Teske Bros. has been 
moved off the lot, preparatory to commencing their new stone and brick block. 
The new building is to be finished in front like the Thiel and Luce block, but will 
be 100 feet long – making the largest business room in the village. Business 

May 11, 1872 – Hiram Scoville ?? on the west side is putting up a large stone 
building. A distillery is hinted at. … Other improvements mentioned include 
Rookery. Business 

May 11, 1872 – Foundation for depot about completed. Railroad 

May 11, 1872 – C.A. Bentley buys out interest of JP Stevens n grocery store. 
business 

May 11, 1872 – J.W. Chase of Princeton Pump Manufactory has contract to move 
old Teske store to west end of Water Street where it will be used for a boot and 
shoe manufactory. business 

May 11, 1872 – Louis Fisher received $1500 from Aetna for wagon shop fire 
losses. Business 

May 18, 1872 – Turntable situated about a half-mile east of the river is partially 
completed. A side track connecting it to the main line is being laid. Railroad 

May 18, 1872 – Earth taken from the excavation for new Teske basement (cellar) 
used for grading streets, including southern part of Farmers street. 

May 25, 1872 – Trains are running regularly. Going east, leaving Princeton at 
5:45 a.m. (arrive Milwaukee 11:50 a.m.), going west arriving at Princeton at 9 
p.m. … Fractured knee at turntable. … “The time of celebrating the opening of 
the railroad to Princetom has probably gone by, at least we hear nothing of it. 
The unavoidable delays, consequent upon laying track in early spring may have 
caused its stillbirth.” … First regular passenger train came into our village on 
Monday evening at nine o’clock. railroad 

May 25, 1872 – Teske cellar is ready to commence laying stone. 

May 25, 1872 – More about roads. 

June 1, 1872 – Princeton Flouring Mill 

June 1, 1872  – Editorial on village needs. 



June 1, 1872 – Railroad plans to erect freight depot, 28 x 70, next to passenger 
depot, storehouse and elevator for wheat. 

June 8, 1872 – Railroad passenger depot being painted. 

June 8, 1872 – Stages. J. Mayo’s line to Neshkoro and Wautoma, Davis line to 
Montello and Portage City. 

June 8, 1872 – RC Treat is selling off his stock of goods at cost. business 

June 15, 1872 – Telegraph poles being distributed along railroad. 

June 22, 1872 – Large lot of telegraph wire unloaded. … Poles going up on 
Friday. Battery in place and in working order. 

June 22, 1872 – Sheboygan brick arrives for front of Teske store. Building 
business 

June 29, 1872 – Princeton Brass Band and String Band. entertainment 

June 29, 1872 – Number of our citizens made trip to cranberry marshes of 
Jackson County this week. 

June 29, 1872 – Smallpox scare. No cases. Health. 

July 13, 1872 – Iron columns for Teskes’ store coming from Ripon. Our foundry 
is not running. 

July 13, 1872 - Smallpox. Martin Manthey family. Two children die. Health 

July 13, 1872 – Baby drowns in swill. Health 

July 13, 1872 – Workmen on the gravel train of the SFRR near this place struck 
for higher wages on Monday of last week. We hear that the railroad company 
will not concede to the demand, and the train has left for the present. 

July 20, 1872 – W.S. Flint, R.C. Treat and A. Nichols appointed by xxxx to 
appraise lands taken by railroad for depot grounds, warehouse, etc. 

July 20, 1872 – Teskes putting roof on new building. Business 

July 27, 1872 – Commission awards damages at $650. ??? railroad 



July 27, 1872 – Smallpox. “Pest house” will be built southeast of village limits. 
“We have for the past month suffered a stagnation of trade in consequence of 
this disease, and it is unfortunate that through the carelessness of any of our 
citizens, it should again brake (sic) out. … Any new cases will be sent to the pest 
house. heath 

July 27, 1872 – Railroad building side track and planning a large grain depot on 
bank of the river. 

July 27, 1872 – RC Treat has closed out his stock of dry goods to the Teske Bros. 
We hear he proposes to remove to his cranberry farm west of the Wisconsin 
River soon. business 

August 3, 1872 – Railroad has large force at work building dock and elevator.  … 
Trains kill ox, 14 sheep. 

August 3, 1872 – Town chairman D.M. Green is getting ready a large amount of 
material for bridge purposes. The timbers of the old bridge across Fox River are 
well rotted out, and it is not too soon to prepare for rebuilding. We hope the 
sidewalk will also be arranged outside of the carriage way on the swing part. 

August 3, 1872 – Wm. Worm laying foundation for building. Merchant/tailor. 
Business 

August 10, 1872 – RC Treat goes west the last of this month. 

August 10, 1872 – Teskes’ brick front completed. Gravel, fireproof roof. Business 
building 

August 10, 1872 – No cattle fair June 5 – Sept. 4 (smallpox?) health 

August 17, 1872 – Light strike blew out relay in telegraph office at depot ½ mile 
east of station house. 2 or 3 poles demolished. Weather health 

August 17, 1872 – RC Treat has platted some acres of lowlands on east side of 
the village into small pasture lots. 

August 24, 1872 – Bland’s Hill. 

August 24, 1872 – Newton Harmon is tearing up and rebuilding the bridge across 
the river at this place. 



August 24, 1872 – RC Treat departs. 

August 24, 1872 – American House. “The only hotel in the village” making 
improvements, painting interior. Managed by Sheriff Cook. business 

August 31, 1872 – Yahr building warehouse near depot for wheat, produce. 
Business building 

September 7, 1872 – House fire followed by call for fire company. 

September 21, 1872 – The bridge was not completed on account of want of 
plank. We learn that planks have been purchased and will be put down the first 
part of this week. The railing will also be completed. 

September 21, 1872 – Editorial about railroad. 

September 21, 1872 – 60 Princeton residents accept free trip to Sheboygan. 5-
hour ride. railroad 

September 28, 1872 – Scovel roofing his large stone building on west side. 
Business building 

October 5, 1872 – Foundry again at work. factory 

October 19, 1872 – CA Bentley closing. Business 

November 

December 7, 1872 – Death of Dantz in railroad accident. Telegraph. Health. 

December 7, 1872 – Railroad building engine house. … The business of the SFRR 
is increasing so rapidly that the company are already compelled to enlarge their 
freight depot. 

December 7, 1872 – RC Treat selling house and lots. 

December 14, 1872 - Road to Marquette 

December 14, 1872 – Princeton pork market. Business 

December 14, 1872 – Kelley’s jewelry store on Hubbard’s corner. business 

December 14, 1872 – Long story on Dantz funeral. Health 



December 21, 1872 – L. Fisher leaves for Nashua, Iowa. 

December 21, 1872 – DH Wait receives award. 

December 21, 1872 – Pork business. 

December 28, 1872 – Roads. Plow. 

December 28, 1872 – Very cold. weather 

1873 

Sept. 13, 1923 – Files of 1873 (F.A. Wilde has a new clerk at his store just from 
the Fatherland. He performed the entire journey along (that is without friends 
along) though he is only 14 years old. Such a boy will find no great trouble to get 
along in the world. Frank Mueller. Business history 

-- 

January 

4 – Railroad for December shipped 1,039,280 pounds of freight. Charges 
amounted to $1,535.57. Passenger tickets $105.75. … so much freight 
accumulated at the station in Princeton this week that an extra train was 
necessary to get it away. 

4 – New Year’s editorial about what village needs. improvements 

18 – “Princeton needs a bank. The large amount of produce being hauled here 
this winter makes this more apparent than ever before.” business 

18 – Problem with mail from east. 2-5 days for mail to go 10-15 miles. … 
Passengers pay $1 for roundtrip to Ripon, $4 to Milwaukee (good for three days) 
railroad 

18 – Teskes moved into new building. Business 

18 – AW Pettibone opening store in Princeton in Luce’s block vacated by L. 
Fisher. (Lafayette?) 

February 

1 – Discussion of poor farm. 



1 – Train runs off track and crashes into river. No injuries. … Story about 
engineer Wood freezing his feet. … railroad 

8 – More on accident. Engine that ran off the track Saturday back on track 
Thursday. “Looked like it had been in the hands of the Rebs during war times. It 
will have a rest for a few weeks in the repair shop.” Railroad 

15 – More on accident? (note might refer to 8th.) railroad 

22 – J.P. Schneider is having a large amount of stone corded up at the hotel. A 
large three-story addition is talked of. business 

March 

1 – Commentary about Indians being lazy, dirty. 

1 – Fire at former Teske building that had been moved to river bank west of 
Green elevator. … Wagon shop of Gottlieb Luedtke catches fire, especially roof. 
… Fire next caught the blacksmith shop, but main shop was saved. The loss for 
the Teske building is about $500, probably $600 on wagon shop, and $200 on 
stock, while Tagatz’s shop was damaged about $100. Business building 

8 – Railroad shipping figures. 

8 – H.H. Harmon manufacturing furniture on west side. (what happened to 
Longs’ chair and cabinet factory?) business 

15 – Gottlieb Luedtke bought large amount of building stone to put up large 
shop in spring. Business factory 

22 – LL Anjer is building the new float to the bridge crossing the river. 

22 – “Pathmasters” 

29 – Questions about what is doing at foundry. Factory 

29 – “Shall the park (triangle) be fixed up this spring? It has been used for cattle 
fair grounds for two years. The fence is mostly demolished, wood and stone are 
piled and corded on every side, and it, at present, looks more like a market 
square than a village park. It should be seeded down to clover or some better 
variety of grass, the trees pruned and righted up, and the fences 
rebuilt.”  improvement 



April 

5 – Wicks & Yahr will open a hardware store in a few weeks. business 

5 – Note about ice boat. sports 

5 – Float for bridge being built as weather allows. 

5 – Work resumed on Polish Catholic church in East Princeton. St. Stan’s 

12 – New float completed and will be put in place. Bridge. 

12 – Local angle to the boat Atlantic’s disaster. health 

19 – Mention of “Ranche” lawsuit. 

19 – Hitching posts are coming into vogue on Water Street. Improvements 

19 – The Polish Catholic church on the east side of the river is being put in better 
shape, as far as looks are concerned at least. The cornice has been put up, the 
cross on top, new doors added, and the woodwork is painted. 

19 – On the west end of Water Street, Luedtke is at work on the foundation of 
his wagon shop, which he will rebuild much larger than the one burned down 
some two months ago. 

May 

3 – Gottlieb Luedtke building a two-story stone shop, 35x65 feet, for wagon 
making. Business factory 

3 – The primary department has been dismissed on two days this week because 
the house smoked too bad to keep the little folks in. school 

24 – FT Yahr building a small house. 

31 – Boy drowns in mill ditch. health 

June 1873 

28 – Mr. Rich has frame for new building on Water Street up. WHERE? 

28 – E.D. Morse at the old Treat corner. Ice cream. 



28 – JP Schneider is piling up a large lot of lumber near the hotel here to be 
used in building an addition.  Business 

28 – Explains how trains operate, switch tracks, etc. railroad. 

July 

5 – Circus accident. Bleachers collapse. Description of circus. Entertainment 

12 – Israel Wood, who froze his feet, returns to work at railroad. 

July 12, 1873 – The new house of Mr. Rich, on Water Street, is fast approaching 
completion, and the stonework on Luedtke’s shop is well along. We learn that 
Mr. A. Wilkins and a gentleman from Montello will erect a building on Water 
Street, near Williams’, to be used for a billiard saloon. Business 

July 12, 1873 – “The citizens of Berlin, Dartford and Princeton together with 
almost the entire community in their vicinities, showed a most laudable spirit of 
true humanity in their efforts to alleviate the affliction of those sorrowing for 
loved ones lost in that sad calamity on Green Lake on the Fourth. Everyone 
seemed activated by a desire to do their whole duty, and all have the heartfelt 
thanks of the seven families whose hearts are so heavily burdened by that 
sudden visitation of death.” 

12 – Hotel changing hands with FW Cooke retiring after 6.5 years of service. Mr. 
JP Schneider, the owner, taking possession. New furniture unloaded. Business 

12 – Note about Green Lake boating accident that killed several people with 
Princeton ties. MC Russell. Health 

July 12, 1873 – Princeton is to have another restaurant. Jay Bentley will open in 
the east room of Demell’s block. 

12 – Train kills 50 sheep. 

August 

9 – N. Harmon has Kettlogg ??? building up and nearly enclosed. 

9 – Wisconsin Midland Railroad committee formed: A.E. Thompson, F.T. Yahr 
and F.W. Cooke. 



16 – Obits from Green Lake boating accident. Health 

16 – Yunker Brothers building addition to foundry in which they contemplate 
putting in turning lathe. factory 

23 – Princeton brewery changes hands. Mr. West selling to a Portage City man. 
factory 

23 – Capt. J.H. Hubbard preparing to open boarding house.  business 

23 – Little boy hit by train might die. health 

30 – Wilkins and Rouse laid foundation for their building. 

30 – Roof on Luedtke’s wagon shop. Business building 

30 – Dedication of St. John’s Catholic. 

30 – School year info. 33 weeks of school. 

30 – RC Treat visits. 

September 

6 – Debate about fence around triangle. 

6 – Post office moved into front part of Radway’s building, first door east of 
American House. 

6 – P. Wicks putting up new building beside Wilkens and Rouse building. 

13 – The village park having been recently fenced, the German cattle fair will 
need to be held in a new place. It seems to us that those in the village who 
receive benefit from the fairs arrange some place to hold the fair. 

October 

November 

1 – Need larger school. 

8 – Addition to east side of brewery. factory 



15 – H.H. Harmon opens furniture shop across from post office. business 

22 – A fire company was organized in this place last Saturday. We don’t know 
yet if we will have a fire engine or hook and ladder. 

22 – Capt. J.H. Hubbard opens his new hotel next Monday. … Mr. Hubbard has 
the most comfortable and best built barns in the place. This is a great 
consideration to those travelers who care anything about the comfort of their 
horses.” 

22 – Princeton Turners party at Thiel Hall. 

29 – Thomas Barthol brings large piece of copper found on his farm. 

29 – White beans. Over 4,000 bushels shipped. business 

29 – CW Loomis has trotter named Princeton Boy. sports 

29 – Princeton Grange meets Saturday mornings. 

December 

5 – Live hogs shipped. business 

19 – Town pays first installment to railroad. $1000 plus $700 interest. 

19 – F.T. Yahr making preparations to erect a large and fine stone and brick 
block on Water Street next season. Business building 

26 – Pork and rye. Business 

26 – Engineer Israel Wood leaves. “Israel has become one of the best boys that 
ever ran a train into Princeton, and very many of his friends will miss his genial 
presence.” railroad 

1874 

Sept. 20, 1923 – Files of 1874. (SM Eggleston has sold out his stock at the feed 
store to Mr. H. Dantz. … F.W. Cook, while performing duties of fire warden, also 
took notes that indicate Princeton has 186 residence, 64 business houses, five 
churches and one school house. There are 207 families. Population estimated at 
1,035.) business history 



Sept. 27, 1923 – Files of 1874 (There is talk of holding the monthly fair on the 
west side of the river in the future. There is one saloon keeper, Glentz, on the 
west side, who thinks he does not get a fair share of the custom on fair days. 
The change seems to be for the purpose of giving him a benefit.) cattle fair 
history 

Oct. 4, 1923 – Files of 1874 (A gentleman form Mayville is looking to start a 
tannery. He thinks the old machine shop on the west side is just the place. … 
D.M. Green is school director and town chairman.) business history 

Oct. 11, 1923 – Files of 1874 (E.M. Parsons has sold out his residence and 
jewelry store to E.D. Morse on Water Street.) business history 

Oct. 18, 1923 – Files of 1874 (H.H. Harmon has some nice suits of parlor and 
bedroom furniture at his store in Demell’s block. … Assessor. Wheat, 2,874 
acres, oats 372, corn 1,167, rye 884 and hops 8.) history 

Oct. 25, 1923 – Files of 1874. (E.D. Morse has purchased the property known as 
Treat’s corner and is putting it in better shape. … When the veranda is put on 
the Hubbard House and the painting is completed the outside appearance will be 
so much improved that strangers will not know the place.) history 

Nov. 1, 1923 – Files of 1874 (New hardware store west end of Water Street, first 
door west of D. Messing’s furniture rooms. C. G. Schmudlach.) history 

Dec. 6, 1923 – Files of 1874. (We were this week at the hardware store of F.T. 
Yahr & Co. shown a pure piece of copper ore weighing 70 pounds. Thomas 
Bartol picked it up on his farm two miles west of this village.) history 

January 1874 

31 – Bartol brothers stabbing at wedding. crime 

31 – Foundry about to change hands. factory 

February 1874 

7 – Rev. W.M. Richards has started new paper in Ripon, the Commonwealth. 
congregational 

14 – School board decides not to build new school. “If our citizens can stand the 
pressure of getting along with school room for, at most, 120 children, where 



they have over 300 that ought to attend school every day, we can. … would’ve 
cost a few hundred dollars and accommodate about 50 kids. … “There are those 
in every community who care very little for education. “They’ve never had much 
and have managed to get along very well.: We shall soon be obliged to build, 
and we hope the people will look the matter over considerably and do what is for 
the best interests of the children.” 

21 – There is talk of holding the monthly cattle fair on the west side of the river 
in the future. 

21 – Actress? Victoria Woodhull in town. Sleight ride Portage to Omro. 
entertainment 

28 – First Old Settlers meeting. Over 100 people. Organized Princeton Pioneer 
Club. A.G. Hopkins, president.  history 

28 – Grangers meet every Saturday in Demell’s hall. politics 

March 1874 

7 – Cattle Fair held on west side. More than usual amount of drunkenness. 
“Towards night several fights occurred, eyes were blackened, noses punched out 
of shape, thumbs bitten badly, and a general carnival was in order.” 

7 – List of Pioneers Club. history 

March 14, 1874 – Smallpox – one case health 

21 – Notice of bridge letting elsewhere in paper. ... County road to Berlin … Road 
to Marquette across marsh being studied by county board. 

March 21, 1874 – Smallpox death. Mortimer Dantz, 21. Same family as railroad 
death one year earlier. 

April 1874 

4 – Teske Bros. and J. Luce block separated by stairway 

4 – J. Wm. Worm selling out, moving to New York. (later corrected) 

11 – Reference to Potter Law. RR says unconstitutional. 



11 – Worm selling property known as Boylan’s Corner. 

11 – L. Kunz of Mayville in town making arrangements to start a tannery here. 
Next week he’s sick. factory 

25 – Perry Hodge buys Jarvis House to use as home. 

25 – Teske Bros. building two-story building on Main Street  just east of the 
depot, which we understand will be used as a German school for a time.   

25 – WS Flint selling a good many lots on the west side. business 

May 1874 

2 – Pettibone store moves one door east to Thiel block. Business 

9 – Ludtke Bros. move into Luce’s block. Business 

9 – School update. We believe that the school would be greatly benefited if the 
board would adopt a course of studies to be taught. … There should soon be 
another department created. 115 kids too many for two teachers. 

9 – German school house soon ready for occupancy. 

9 – Gov. proclamation on railroad 

16 – C.W. Loomis (Charley) trades house for land in Iowa. C.E. Westbrook 
already in Kansas. 

16 – Last Saturday the corner stone for the new improvement of the Hubbard 
House was laid. The genial proprietor proposes uniting his two buildings in one, 
this affording him a large house for hotel purposes. business 

23 – Tannery coming. factory 

23 – County Board Oks road from Root’s to Berlin via the Kissam place. 

23 – German school opened in building completed by Teskes 

23 – Teskes buy the entire block north of Capt. Russell’s property. Fenced it in. 

23 – Polish church Catholic in East Princeton is being fixed up in much better 
style, buy putting in a gallery, plastering and painting 



30 – Ed Morse encloses Treat’s Corner and is putting it in better shape. business 

June 1874 

6 – CW Loomis (Charlie) moves to Ripon 

23 – Tannery coming. factory 

13 – Hear Mr. Warnke moving store to west side. business 

13 – George Parker store in Eggleston building. business 

13 – H.H. Harmon is making furniture in Demell’s block. business 

13 – Herman Slater closed out harness business to Teskes. Will take charge of 
shop on second floor for Teskes. 

20 – Barthol – young shoplifter. crime 

20 – f.T. Yahr fitting up the finest rooms in Princeton in the new part built onto 
his residence. 

20 – New tannery almost updated and vats will be ready for use. factory 

27 – The two harness shps run by W.J. Rawson and Herman Slater have been 
consolidated into Union Harness Shop. business 

27 – Frank Rozek fire. 

July 1874 

4 – Treat’s Hog Island Ranche 

4 – Princeton finally got a heavy start toward a hook and ladder company. 
President Yahr recently bought it in Milwaukee. Now let a fire dare to start and 
Capt. Hubbard will run that ladder wagon over to it in a hurry.” 

4 – Hubbard House addition nearly completed business 

4 – JP Schneider new splendid washroom with marble stands and basins. 
business 

11 – New tannery in operation. factory 



11 – Turners have 4th of July picnic. The society is new, having only been 
organized three or four weeks, but Mr. Kunz, the captain, is thoroughly posted in 
the business and has half a dozen young men who have had considerable 
experience. We hear they intend to rent a hall for the present but will as soon as 
possible build a good hall. 

July 11, 1874 – Improvements at mill. factory 

11 – E.M. Parsons has sold his residence and jewelry store building to E.D. Morse 
on Water Street. business 

11 – Schmudlock Hardware Store. West end of Water Street. Next to D. Messing 
furniture room. (southwest corner Pearl and Water) business 

18 – Methodist church can’t afford minister. 

August 1874 

15 – JB Hubbard plans grand opening and harvest dance. business 

22 – Barber in Jackson’s block. business 

22 – We hear that the old house at the Big Spring in St. Marie being about three 
miles northeast of this village, was burned one day last week. The principal lost 
of interest connected with it is the removal of an old landmark, as it is one of the 
first buildings erected in the county. 

29 – The Princeton Mill is now at full blast with three new wheels, new smutter. 
factory 

29 – Note about Cattle Fair location. Talk of purchasing a site. 

September 1874 

5 – Turner had a gala day. … They picnicked in the afternoon in the grove just 
south of the village, where we are informed after considerable hard work at 
turning they partook at a bounteous repast, to which all spectators were invited. 
… Altogether the day was made very enjoyable to those who love such sport. 
The Princeton Turners are now fully inaugurated and will be, henceforth, one of 
the institutions of the burg.” German 



5 – Annual school meeting, Aug. 31. Gustave Teske elected clerk and a tax of 
$200 voted. It was also agreed to have eight months school. 

5 – The monthly cattle fair, on Wednesday, was largely attended. It is claimed by 
many to have been the largest ever held in Princeton and attended by more 
people than ever attend a county fair in this city. 

12 – Black Hills gold. 

12 – HH Hopkins closes out his stock of hardware to Yahr & Schaal. business 

19 – Suggests cattle fair at old fairground. New fence on east. 

19 – HH Harmon furniture in Demell’s block, east room. business 

26 – Geo. Parker going out of business. Old stone building? 

October 1874 

3 – Mrs. Z. Fisher has opened a bakery opposite the brewery. business 

3 – RLD Potter of Waushara County. Potter Law. State senator. Republican. 
Politics. 

10 – Street commissioner Chris Piper fencing at old fairground, cover sand with 
straw and mulch, preparing for cattle fair. Several farmers helped, town and 
village officials donated lumber. Trees planted next spring. 

24 – FW Cooke running for sheriff as independent vs D.M. Green, Republican. 

31 – Engineers doing government survey of Fox River. 

November 1874 

14 – Thursday evening the ladies of Princeton to the number of about 15 more 
or less started out to visit saloons and drug stores, and to talk to the proprietors 
about selling whiskey and beer.  … long story … The Crusade in Princeton 

21 – Kerosene at 20 cents per gallon. 

21 – Letter from Temperance League. 

December 1874 



12 – Our mill has just been thoroughly repaired throughout and is in better 
condition than ever before, and we can to better work and get it out quicker so 
customers will not have to wait very long for grinding. – J.C. Weiss 

19 – FT Yahr is making preparations to erect a large and fine stone and brick 
blovk on Water Street next season 

26 – Israel Woods leaves railroad. 

1875 

Jan. 3, 1924 – Files of 1875. (F.A. Wilde has sold his drug business to Messrs. R. 
And G.A. Mueller. Sale to go into effect the middle of May.) business history 

Jan. 17, 1924 – Files of 1875 (Description of Mueller Bros. store) business history 

Feb. 7, 1924 – Files of 1875 (From present appearances we are to have a full 
field of grain buyers this fall. No less than four companies are already arranged, 
as we hear to wit: F.A. Wilde, F.T. Yahr, Myers & Briggs, and Chittenden & 
Morse.) business history 

Feb. 14, 1924 – Files of 1875. (S. Fairweather, who has acted as station agent 
here for the past three years, has resigned the position to go into the lumber 
trade, and as a beginning has bought out F.T. Yahr’s lumber yard at the depot.) 
business history 

July 3, 1875 – We understand a new store to be opening in Luce’s block as soon 
as Luedtke Bros. get their stock moved out. … business history 

July 3, 1875 – The Luedtke Bros have purchased the store building of G. Green, 
occupied by the Mueller Bros, and will move into their new quarters on Monday 
next. The Mueller Bros. will the occupy the other side of their drug store. 
Business history 

-- 

January 1875 

16 – Coldest since 1864. 

23 – Germania has kerosene street lights. 



30 – Chairman of Town Board, August Swanke, forwarded by express on 
Wednesday funds to pay the first installment of Princeton’s railroad bonds and 
the last six months’ interest. It amounted to $4,420. 

February 

6 – No cattle fair on Wednesday owing to the storm. This is the first failure since 
it was organized over five years ago. 

6 – Princeton Pioneers Festival – supper including team to hay and stabling, 
$1.00 per couple. entertainment 

13 – “The coldest weather ever known in this county since its settlement was 
experienced the fore part of this week. … Has our planet taken a jump toward 
the north pole? - 43 below. Mercury congealed for several hours “spirit 
thermometer” health 

27 – It is claimed by teamsters snow is 3 feet deep. health 

March 

13 – Stimson has a corn planter. progress 

20 – Carpenters raising the roof of Thiel block. Had been unsafe. business 

27 – Another Bartol thief. crime 

April 

3 – Parker not closing. business 

10 – Village board election – no more than six saloons, with no more than five on 
east side. $55 licenses (4 Germans and one American) business 

10 – HH Hopkins going to Nashua, Iowa. business 

17 – Town Clerk A.H. Myers has written to the attorney general Sloan for his 
opinion as to whether the town board of Princeton can control the liquor 
licenses. 

24 – Pettibone closing store in Princeton. business 



24 – Town Board determined to grant licenses to saloons in the village for $50. 
… The Village Board thinks they have the right to control the liquor licenses and 
it is evident the matter will have to adjudicated in the courts.” 

24 – CW Loomis taking five horses to River Falls, Pierce County, where he has 
rented the driving park with a good mile track for the season. sports 

24 – George Parker moving to Pettibone spot in the Thiel block. business 

May 

1 – Business has opened in the Princeton Driving Park. Fence repaired. sports 

1 – Why not light the streets of Princeton with oil lamps at night? A few lamps 
could be arranged as to be of great convenience to our citizens at especially 
convenient to strangers. … The expense would be trifling compared with the 
utility.” improvement 

1 – Demell’s addition 

1 – FT Yahr has commenced excavating for his brick building. business 

8 – Village board will prosecute all saloonists who are selling liquor without a 
village license. A. Wilkins was the first one arrested. Village Justice E. Harroun. 
J.M. Fish for the village. S.A. Pease and A.H. Myers for the defendant. 

8 – G. Green putting up a small residence, making five in Green’s row. 

15 – The improvement of the Fox River, although so long delayed, seems now to 
be one of the things at last talked of as liable to dawn upon us at no distant day 
The Milwaukee Sentinel published a notice to contractors inviting proposals to 
build five lokcs (Little Chute, Berlin, White River, Princeton, Grand River) and 
bids to be in by June 8th. 

15 – District attorney M.L. Kimball was in Princeton on Friday to prosecute Fred 
Middlestadt for selling intoxicating liquor without first obtaining a license from 
the town supervisors. … Editorial on liquor license debate. 

15 – Photographs. Leroy Parkinson. Radway block. business 

15 – Threshing machine note. progress 



22 – Circus in town. Locals get fleeced.  entertainment 

22 – FT Yahr has commenced laying stone for the foundation of his new block. 
The building is to be finished with a substantial vault and banking 
office.  business 

22 – A. Wilkins and A. Eygabroad have rented the Hubbard House and take 
possession May 24. business 

29 – Washington Monument being built for centennial. 

29 – Mueller Brothers bought out F.A. Wilde – drugs, groceries – business 

29 – “Music hath charms, as we are all well advised by the singing of a portion of 
the Turners as night approaches. Every afternoon as the time of quitting work 
draws near, Teskes’ Turners break out in strains of sweetness that completely 
entrances our printers, and all hands are happy.” german 

29 – Chivelrie is the game now in vogue in Princeton. 

29 – Engineers in charge of the river improvement have been busy the past 
week locating the locks at Princeton and White River … lock located about one 
mile above the village. … to be built of cut stone … work to begin this season. 

June 

5 – Princeton Mill reaches settlement with Germania Mill over water. Princeton 
mill gets to use all the water it needs. “With the full supply of water I can now 

keep up my grinding and do better work than heretofore It was impossible to do 
good work at all times with the short supply of water, as the machinery at the 
mill could not run at a regular rate of speed. This is now past.” factory 

5 – Montello Circuit Court. Germania v Princeton water suit. 4 suits. Germania 
Mill Co. claimed damages. The settlement leaves the Princeton mill dam at its 
present height and guarantees the mill owners the right to maintain the water at 
its present height above the dam. factory 

5 – Baseball article. Montello wins 52-27. sports 

12 – Chris Piper has been making a very fine piece of road east of Princeton 
towards Dartford. There has always been a sturdy piece of road and it’s now 
clayed over the worst of it. 



12 – Maj. Houston opened bids in Milwaukee on Tuesday for building the several 
locks on the Fox River. CC Barker & Sons of Syracuse, NY, low bidder. $21,640 
for Princeton lock. Over dozen bids for each lock. 

12 – New bakery on Water Street. Williams building. Mr. Hennig. business 

12 – Gardner Green is soon to be a week stocked lumber yard. business 

12 – Liquor cases in circuit court all dismissed on the informality of the 
complaint. It was agreed afterwards to make up a case for trial in this court to 
establish the point as to which corporation – the town or village – has the right 
to grant licenses to sell spirituous or intoxicating liquors. 

12 – The action of the town board in contesting the right of the village board to 
grant licenses to sell intoxicating liquors, has already cost the town of Princeton 
about $150 and the county of Green Lake about $75. 

19 – Baseball. Princeton 34, Modocs 20. Third game planned.  sports 

26 – Baseball article. Foresters.  … Sunday baseball ban … sports 

26 – Yahr block ready for second set of joists. Top and floor of the vault are each 
cut stone, seven or eight feet square and about eight inches thick. … 
Commenced brick work on front of his store block. business 

July 

3 – Montello stage route has gone into the hands of Wilkins & Eygabroad, of the 

Hubbard House, to Germania and back daily. Mail route – Princeton to Wautoma 
via Neshkoro M-W-F roundtrip. Wm. J. Frank is the carrier. Will use a two-horse 
hack. 

3 – Dog fight, over 100 men and boys. crime 

3 – Population figures 

3 – Hermann Stempel establishes school in Swanke’s block over Warnke’s store, 
will teach in German and English. 

3 – Ludtke Bros. have purchased the store of G. Green occupied by the Mueller 
Bros., moving out of Luce’s block? business 



3 – baseball Princeton 19, Marquette 16; Princeton 33, Montello 27 sports 

3 – Commissioners trying to solve question of values of certain marsh lands for 
lock purposes. 

10 – The village authorities are building a room for the village fire apparatus, 
adjoining the livery of Jackson and Merrill. improvement 

10 – The idea of dispensing with the cattle fair for the months of July and August 
each year is played out, is the Germans believe in doing things thoroughly, and 
are abundantly blessed with the gift of continuance.” 

17 – Mason work on Yahr building is done. business 

17 – Lock to be completed by July 1, 1876, for the centennial. 

17 – Baseball “nuisance” sports 

24 – CW “Charley” Loomis moving to River Falls 

24 – Doors for Yahr vault received. business 

24 – Talk of German newspaper. 

24 – Baseball vs. Berlin. Funny line about the umpire. sports 

31 – More baseball. Last game of season. Sports 

August 7:15 a.m. 

7 – A fine new bell has been placed in the belfry of the German Lutheran Church 
in this village this week. 

14 – Mine host Schneider at the American House is having the name painted on 
the house in 2 ½-foot letters. The only “American” house in the city, Schneider 
says. business 

21 – Green Lake County Normal will be held in Princeton this fall. Six weeks 
beginning Sept. 14. school 

21 – Work has commenced on the lock, but they seem to have considerable 
difficulty getting men. 



21 – A large safe has been placed in the vault of Yahr’s new block. business 

September 

4 – Work on the Princeton lock is starting slowly. At first only $1.25 per day was 
offered, but at present we hear the parties are paying $1.50 per day for laborers. 
Not more than 20 have been at work as yet, according to report. 

11 – Princeton Mill has employed 25 men for four days to clean out the mill 
ditch. factory 

18 – FT Yahr & Co. will open for business in their new store Oct. 1. 

18 – Steamboating is getting to be quite lively on the Upper Fox. Two boats 
passed up on Wednesday and three on Thursday. progress 

18 – The Normal Institute opened on Tuesday with 55 students, mostly ‘school 
ma’ams’ or girls expecting to be teachers. School 

25 – Why doesn’t the village board erect a few lamp posts with lamps to light the 
streets n a few of the most necessary places? improvement 

25 – Normal 82 students. school 

October 1875 

2 – The village of Princeton is to have her streets lighted. … The Village Board 
will soon have erected lamp posts and lamps at such points as they think 
necessary. improvement 

2 – Work stopped on Fox River improvement. All locks between Oshkosh and 
Montello. 

2 – S. Fairweather, station agent, resigns and buys out Yahr lumber yard at 
depot. business 

2 – Railroad building another engine house or room. 18x60 feet. 

2 – Yahr basement filled with stoves and heavy goods. The storeroom is one of 
the finest in the state. business 



2 – Yahr, Thompson & Co. Banking House – An institution long needed in 
Princeton has at length been supplied. For years past our businessmen have 
talked about the necessity of a bank to the business interests of our growing 
village, but no permanent steps were taken until recently when the Messrs. F.T. 
Yahr, J.M. Fish and A.E. Thompson, all successful businessmen, who have lived 
among our people for many years and grown with the village and town of 
Princeton to fair proportons as to wealth and independent circumstances, took 
hold of the matter. … Hire E.C. Martin, of Fond du Lac, as clerk. … one of finest 
vaults in state – Hall’s burglar-proof safe. … Opened on first Monday of October. 

“One thing is for certain. They have plenty of ready capital, pluck and 
intelligence to do rightly all business that omes to their hands.” business 

9 – The new bank of Yahr, Thompson & Co. is doing a much larger business that 
than they expected so soon after opening. 

9 – Brewery is owned by Wm. Foster. factory 

9 – Cattle Fair. Nearly 100 head of cattle and horses changed hands. $10000 of 
property changed hands. business 

9 – String of 15-25 teams continually throughout the day to unload wheat. 
business 

23 – Work is again progressing on the locks under the new management. The 
first contractors have not paid their bills, and the men who worked hard and the 
parties who furnished lumber and material begin to get a little nervous. 

30 – chimney sweep. business 

November 1875 

6 – Two lumber yards in Princeton. G. Green and S. Fairweather. business 

6 – Several carloads of timber are being unloaded each day at the river bank for 
the locks. 

6 – A large amount of stone for locks will come from Joliet, Illinois. 

6 – Lock company is getting out a large amount of gravel for use in lock pits. 



13 – A Norwegian giant has been in town this week. He came from Chicago to 
work on the locks. Six feet six and well proportioned for strength, he looks down 
on common-sized men. 

13 – Street lamps have been in place for three or four weeks. improvement 

13 – Princeton tannery still operating. factory 

13 – Princeton boys talk of a gymnasium. sports 

13 – Leroy Parkinson has sold his photo gallery to a couple of Germans. business 

13 – Note about Methodist minister. 

20 – Luce’s block is east of Teske’s. business 

20 – Republic moves over Teske’s store, had been in Luce’s block five years. 
Teskes move boot and shoe factory to Luce’s block. business 

20 – Large force of men are engaged quarrying stone at Barett’s quarry 2 miles 
southeast of town for use in building the locks near here. Three hundred cords 
are to be taken out at once. 

20 – Bridge broken down by steamer Exchange on Saturday evening. Draw 
remained open until near night on Monday. … There is every probability that the 
citizens of Princeton will be obliged to build a new bridge during the next 12 
months. … There is very little use of cobbling up the old rap now in use, as it has 
served its day and a better bridge is needed.  improvement 

27 – J.P. Schneider sells (or leases?) American House to Chas. F. Kietzuch of 
Fond du Lac, effective Dec. 13. business 

December 1875 

4 – Roof repaired at Thiel’s Hall. “Now we can boast of as neat a hall for dancing 
or for entertainments of any kind as can be found in this part of the state.” 
entertainment 

4 – White beans. As an article of commerce in this market, white beans begin to 
assume some importance. So far this season, Warnke & Co. have bought 2,000 
bushels; E. Teske Bros. bought about 1,000 bushels; and Parker, Eggleston and 



Ludtke Bros. each about 200 bushels; besides others have handled smaller 
amounts. business 

4 – The boys say the American House is so busy that Schneider gets his 
customers to sleep and then stands them up in the corner. business 

11 – The Catholic church in East Princeton is being fixed up in good style. The 
fixtures and furniture from the St. Marie church are being used in this, as it was 
not convenient to meet there for services. 

18 – Princeton lock pit is being piled ready for lumbering. 

18 – For the week commencing Dec. 13, trade in Princeton has been greater 
than we have ever seen here before. It has taken $3,000-$5,000 per day to buy 
the pork alone offered on our streets. … Market street ??? has been crowded 
with teams every day to make it difficult to drive through. business 

25 – Depot building enlarged over last two weeks. railroad 

25 – AF&AM (Ancient Free and Accepted Masons) Princeton Lodge 166 
installation. entertainment 

1876 

March 6, 1924 – Files of 1876. (Herman Megow has secured letters of patent for 
his hair restorative.) business history 

March 13, 1924 – Files of 1876 (FT Yahr took his two boy, Willie and Eugene, to 
Milwaukee to attend school.) 

March 20, 1924 – Files of 1876 (Norman Lowe and D.T. Andrews open meat 
market in PW. Jackson’s block. … H. Dantz moves his meat market across the 
street into F. Otto’s building.) business history 

April 10, 1924 – Files of 1876 (C. Hennig & Bro. will move their meat market on 
Monday next to the rooms formerly occupied by Dantz & Andrews in Demell’s 
block.) business history 

April 17, 1924 – Files of 1876 (The old Fox River House, Dargatz building, is 
having a new roof put on.) business history 



May 1, 1924 – Files of 1876 (N. McIntyre & Son have opened up rooms in the 
Worm block, next door east to Green & Carman’s lumber yard, where they show 
a fine assortment of sewing machines and organs. … Fred Otto has sold his 
property on Water Street. Purchasers are two young men from Oshkosh who will 
open a meat market. … There was a general base with three merchants on 
Monday. The Luedtke Bros. took their own store. Rimpler & Zellmer went out of 
that and into the rooms of the Thiel block, and Geo. Parker moved from there 
into the Eggleston store just vacated by the Luedtke Bros.) business history 

-- 

January 1876 

1 – Railroad has been extending the track of their road some 230 feet down the 
river bank this week. The object is to get room to unload the several hundred 
carloads of stone to arrive for the locks. 

1 – Temperance Temples of Honor. 

1 – Mr. F.J. Grout has the purchased the interest of A. Eygabroad in the Hubbard 
House. 

Jan. 8, 1876 - “In the whiskey suit between the village and town of Princeton, 
the Supreme Court reveled the decision of Judge Pulling and leaves the right to 
control liquor licenses with the town board.” 

8 – More about new Hubbard House owner Grout. 

8 – Statistics re: Green Lake County in 1875. 

15 – The dressed stone for lock purposes has begun to arrive; 13 carloads 
coming in on Tuesday. 

22 – Wilson Kilmer of Cambria buys the interest of C.A. Wilkins in the Princeton-
Montello stage line. 

February 

5 – Ludtke Bros. and Miller Bros. (Luedtke and Mueller) at the old stone corner. 
business 



5 – The fine Joliet stone arrive for the locks are being drawn by team on the ice 
to the Princeton lock. … About 30 teams employed this week hauling stone from 
the railroad station to the locks above and below town. Two sleigh loads carried 
off a carload, and in one case, the 10-ton carload was carried off by one pair of 
horses on two sleighs. 

12 – Railroad cutting expenses. Carpenters discharged, work force in machine 
shops reduced, one train abandoned. 

19 – Ludtke Bros. Become Ludtke and Rimpler (Antone). Ludtkes are William and 
August. … August stole some pepper from Warnke & Co. store. … August studied 
the matter over and decided to leave town for a time, so on Wednesday he ‘lit 
out’ and has not put in an appearance here. Several other matters, apparently 
being crooked, are now told. business 

19 - 400 people attend the Turners’ annual masquerade ball at Thiel Hall. 
entertainment 

26 – Ludtke and Rimpler becomes Rimpler and (August) Zelmer. Zellmer? 
business 

26 – New barbershop in town? business 

26 – Noticed in Republic last week death of Chauncey Boylan. He was the man 
who bought the first article out of a store in this town. The first goods opened by 
F. Durand and the first thing sold was a plush cap to Chauncey Boylan. history 

26 – David Sweet dies. 

26 – Major Von Stempel dies. Taught German classes. 

March 

4 – Cashier at bank is E.C. Martin. business 

4 – Leap year party. entertainment 

11 – Stones for the lock continue to arrive daily. 

18 – Work on lock still at standstill due to high water. 



18 – We publish this week the copy of the law changing our village charter. ... 
The village now has exclusive control of license matters in the village.” … WS 
Flint in Assembly 

25 – A.G. Hopkins dies. Albert. County treasurer. Postmaster for about 16 years 
under Republicans. 

25 – schools change textbooks. 

25 – Handsome new sign – F.T. Yahr & Co. in large gold letters. 

April 

1 - The town is too poor to advertise for a bridge tender. 

1 – Town people who are opposed to the village on account of the recent change 
of charter have called a people’s caucus at Stimson’s schoolhouse. 

8 – 203 votes polled at the charter election on Monday. 400 at town meeting 
Tuesday. 

8 - Editorial on charter 

8 – J.F. Warnke sold his interest in dry goods firm with Warnke & Co. to 
Correnke & King. business 

15 – J.P. Schneider, new village president, plans to build lockup, put streetlamps 
where most needed, rebuild street crossings and repair sidewalks. He defeated 
F.W. Cooke. 

15 – Improvement company expects to have two or three steamers at work very 
soon, carrying stone and other materials to the locks. 

Misplaced? Wrong date? April 21, 1876 - yahr bank ad, interest???? 

22 – Village board sets liquor license fee at $50. 

22 – The merchants of Princeton are E. Teske & Bro., (Samuel) Corenke & King, 
Rimpler and Zellmer (succeed Ludtke in ‘old corner store’?) in dry goods and 
general stock; F.T. Yahr and Gard Green in hardware and nails. business 

22 – Railroad Depot kept busy with lumber, salt, lime, coal, etc. 



22 – H. Dantz moves meat market into F. Otto’s building. Business 

22 – New street lamps have arrived and will soon be up. 

22 – Norman Lowe and D.T. Andrews open meat market in P.W. Jackson’s block. 

29 – John Wyse picked up a piece of copper ore on his farm. Weighed 42 
pounds. 60-90 percent pure copper. 

29 – On Sunday, May 7, the cornerstone of the new English-speaking Catholic 
church in Princeton will be laid, according to Catholic ritual, at 3 o’clock p.m. 
Rev. John Larmer, the new Catholic priest in charge of the English-speaking 
Catholics here and in Montello. St. Patrick? 

29 – Material being put on the ground for the lockup. … The money has been 
raised and the contract let for building a lockup in Princeton. … May 6 – Lockup 
to be built in square,12 feet high with square cottage roof and heavy projecting 
cornice and brackets. Stove. Two cells with iron latticed doors. 

May 

6 – Locks. Superintendent T.T. Loomis. Cut stone mostly delivered. Backing 
stone on the ground. 

6 – Village park (triangle) being beautified with 100 or more trees. 

13 – Catholic church doesn’t lay cornerstone. Pastor John Larmer: “Now in a nut-
shell the fact is this: Mr. Knapp promised to make the deed and have it ready 

before laying the cornerstone. He squarely backed out and would not make it. I 
even at the last moment offered to take his land. He refused, and in obedience 
to the law of my church, I could not have anything to do with the erection of a 
church on land that is not vested in the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese.” … 
Church – Germans, Poles, Irish, Americans. “The disappointment rose from the 
bad faith of one who broke his promise to me. The good work is only deferred, 
not abandoned. We will get lots elsewhere.” 

13 – Cooperage – James McGrath – near the foundry. factory 

20 – Carl Barthol speared an 80-pound sturgeon one day this week. The 
specimen was 6 feet long and measured 24 inches around the body. sports 



20 – Schneider improving public square (triangle) by covering a part of it with 
clay and loam. improvement 

20 – JB Morley and Son purchased the fine nursery of WS Flint. Flints moving to 
Nashua, Iowa. business 

20 – Work progressing on Catholic church 

20 – Flint departure. business 

27 – Sargent’s egg store is getting to be one of the institutions of Princeton. 
business 

27 – Streetlamps are up. Cost is a little over $10 each. improvement 

27 – Street commissioner Piper put up eight new street crossings. improvement 

27 – The Catholic church on the west side, on land donated by John Knapp, is 
nearly enclosed. 

27 – Montello Express reports wagonload of sturgeon taken from Mecan. sports 

June 

3 – D.H. Waite leaving New York for West. history 

3 – Major storm. Wind, hail. Damage. health 

3 – Green & A.P. Carman building an agricultural warehouse to accommodate 

their increasing trade in farm commodities and machinery. (check phrasing) 
business 

10 – Walls of lockup about completed. improvement 

10 – And now the people are anxious for a really dark evening, that they may 
enjoy the benefit of the streetlamps. improvement 

10 – Almost every man that drives into town asks why is that lockup being built 
in the public park? (triangle) The answer is or ought to be; we have no 
pleasanter spot in town, and we want to do the best thing possible for the 
criminals. improvement 

17 – Mystery well at Water and Mechanic streets. 



17 – Green & Carman hardware and agricultural rooms nearly completed – 
opposite G. Ludtke’s wagon shop. business 

24 – Princeton German Publishing Group (Gustave Teske, president) start 
German paper, independent in politics first week in July. P. Wornz editor. 
business 

24 – War again seems imminent between the town and village. “It seems some 
of the town folks think that the law passed last winter, giving the village the 
power to license the saloon, is a ‘snide,’ and they propose to test the matter in 
the courts. Fred Mittelstaedt has been arrested … Case probably before circuit 
court next session. over license. It is very much to be regretted that the license 
matter is to be bull ragged in the courts, thus causing ill feeling between our 
citizens and great expense to all parties concerned.” 

17 – A. Wilkens has silver soda fountain. business 

17 – Much of hay marsh is flooded. 

24 - Dredge hits bridge. Repairs took most of the day. 

24 - Those streetlamps of which so much has been said were christened 
Monday. … All we have to say is that they are ‘immense’ and we hope they prove 
a beacon light to the future prosperity of our village.” The board then decided 
not to light the lamps in summer to save money. improvement 

24 – Everything had been going swimmingly at the Princeton lock … The recent 
severe ranks have so thoroughly soaked the sandy soil in which the lock pit is 
sunk that a slight pressure from the water in the swollen stream sufficed to make 
a break in the bank. Notwithstanding efforts were made to stop the rushing in of 
the water. The breach momentarily increased, and soon the entire pit was filled 
to the brim. Of course, the bank caved in, to some extent, and it is estimated 
that from 70 to 100 yards, and that means wagonloads, of dirt will have to be 
thrown out. … The delay, however, will be from 8 to 10 days and the damage 
not less than $500.” 

24 – Our new jail. Firsthand account. Lockup. Improvement 

24 – Gard Green’s new store is completed and open for business. 

25-26 - Custer 



Misplaced? Date wrong? June 1876 - baseball – sports 

July 

1 – Bloody fight over domestic abuse. crime 

1 – The trial of Mittlestaedt at Berlin this week resulted in his discharge. Justice 
Silver held the village license good. Represented by Fish. 

1 – Carl Barthol is a prince among fishermen. He caught one day this week 13 
splendid black bass in about an hour. 

1 – Turn Fest – procession to grove, picnic, dance on July 5. German. 

1 – Story about hogs getting drunk. 

8 - Turn Fest details. Entertainment 

15 – Snide remark about newspaper being Independent. business 

15 – Lock accident. As the workmen were engaged in lowering the very heavy 
stone, the boom of the derrick gave way, and the ropes connected with the 
tackle struck one of the hands, hurtling him from the track into the pit below, a 
distance of at least 20 feet. … Broke three ribs, badly bruised. – first accident? 

15 – Lock at White River done. More men to Princeton. Cornerstone laid last 
Wednesday morning. 

15 – Senate appropriations bill increased money for Fox-Wisconsin River 
improvement. 

15 – Princeton lockup now finished. Constable Joe Yunker. improvement 

15 – Lutheran church bell bearing the motto Gloria Deo Soli rings at 6 o’clock 
every Saturday night to remind the communicants that the week of toil and 
hardship is over, and that the next day should be kept as a day of holiness and 
rest. 

15 – Tannery is beyond Swanke’s wagon shop on the lefthand side of the 
Montello Road. Two-story structure. Details about operation! “Hold your nose.” 
factory 



Misplaced? Date wrong? July 17, 1876 - baseball nuisance. sports 

Misplaced? Date wrong? July 24, 1876 - umpire line. sports 

22 – Foundry history. Factory 

22 – Article about nice cemetery. improvement 

22 – New Catholic church on west side being paint. Patrick. 

29 – Swanke wagon shop history. Says town paid $20,000 for railroad. 1 year = 
150 wagons, 20 carriages, 50 cutters, 100 sleighs, plus plows, cultivators and 
drags. factory 

August 

5 - Letter says shooting Society organized last June. Springfield rifles with 
bayonets. German 

5 – Last course of stone laid at Princeton locks. 

12 – Princeton Mill profile. Factory 

12 – Princeton bakery profile. Business 

12 – Sea lion escapes in Berln. Entertainment 

12 – The new Catholic church will be ready this fall. Patrick 

19 – Catholic church spire is rising. Patrick 

26 – Thiel’s block gets new roof. business 

26 – New Catholic church is well painted on the outside and is a beautiful little 
church. Patrick 

26 – Ordinance re: fire equipment. improvement 

September 

2 – The old Fox River House (burns in 1897) gets new roof. Dargatz building. 
Business 



2 – Those Grangers who have put off their “hay day” for the marshes to dry up 
can now go on with boats. health 

2 – The Independent lasted nine weeks, becomes Green Lake County Democrat. 
Newspaper business 

2 – The stopping of government work on the Fox River took quite a number of 
people away from Princeton who had been here in various capacities and 
positions. lock 

2- August Swanke builds house “on the highest point of Flints addition” just west 
of residence of E. Teske. 

2 – John Warnke reopening general store in Hopkins block. business 

2 -Boy, 13, killed falling out of tree.  Madison Hall. “Maddy” 30 feet up, was with 
older stepbrother Henry Loomis. health 

2 – Ordinance No. 5 Aug. 18 protects all fire equipment stored in room/building 
adjacent to Merrill & Jackson’s livery barn. Wagons, hooks, ladders, etc. $5 fine 
for taking equipment. 

2 – Wild Bill Hickok killed. 

9 – Aggregate age of centennial tea party guests – 1108. Women over 60 invited 
Mrs. L. Thompson hostess. Mother of our senior editor. 

9 – The Catholic church is nearing completion. Patrick. 

9 – The Germans are talking of building their pastor a house with German school 
rooms attached, also a large church on same lot. Lutheran 

9 – New roof for American House. business 

30 – Cole Younger 

30 – Mason Brayman becomes governor of Idaho. politics 

October 



28 – To look over Princeton and count the new roofs, one would suppose that 
most of the village had been built this season. Such is not true, however, as not 
over one-third of the new roofed buildings are new structures. improvement 

28 – Hayes-Wheeler rally. “The grandest parade ever seen in Green Lake 
County” “The Hayes and Wheeler club were out in full force and in full uniform 
with music and banners, and paraded the principal streets of the village making 
by far the grandest show ever seen in this part of the state.” Politics 

28 – Wilson Kilmar stage from Princeton to Montello to Mr. West. business 

November 

11 – Burglaries at depot and Parsons jewelry store. Business 

11 – 446 vote in Princeton. 91 more Dems than Republicans 

11 – The most provoking business of the week was waiting for telegrams of 
election results, provoked that they did not come fast enough, and provoked 
when they did come they did not suit anybody. Improvement politics 

11 – JC Thompson also postmaster. 

18 – Sounds like lock is done. 

18 – Report of Israel Wood’s trip to California, British Columbia 

25 – Younger Brothers 

December 

2 – Girl’s body exhumed. Odd. Health 

9 – Abe Vars sues village for injuries suffered due to defective sidewalk. Confined 
to house for three weeks. Village settled, paid $70. improvement 

23 – Two cases of dyptheria. health 

30 - Can the people of Princeton afford to let the old bridge across the Fox River 
stand natural until it goes down with some team and then be compelled to pay 
the heavy damage? 



30 – Perry Hodge has moved his blacksmithing business to the old McIntrye shop 
on Short Street. business 

30 – Thos. Williams has commenced 13 lawsuits against citizens going to the 
railroad elevator near the depot to unload produce, claiming the elevator is on 
his land. business 

30 – Switch misplaced but no accident. Railroad. 

1877 

June 12, 1924 – Files of 1877 (N. McIntyre & Son have received 200 buffalo 
robes direct from the Texas border, which he will dispose of at wholesale prices. 
… Warnke Bros. will soon have a fine new stock of goods in their new store on 
Morse’s corner. … Fred Schendel has commenced operations on the basement 
wall of his building, next west of Williams building.) business history 

June 26, 1924 – Files of 1877 (JB Morley & Son have several thousand very fine 
apple trees in their Princeton Nursery. … G.A. Long goes out of the Princeton mill 
at the close of this month. J.C. Weiss will then have full control.) business history 

January 

6 – A. Eygabroad and John Stewart buy mail route from Princeton to Montello 
from Mr. Kilmer. 

6 – Princeton village schools 125 

6 – P.P. Bliss killed in Ashtabula disaster in Ohio. Train through bridge. Remains 
not identified. Almost entirely consumed by fire. health 

13 – J.E. Moe is telegraph operator and station agent. business 

20 – Town of Princeton pays her last railroad tax this winter. When the company 
builds the road to west line of town, we will have to pay $8,000 more. 

20 – Interesting circuit court cases. “Breach of promise” and quarreling 
neighbors. 

27 – Town of St. Marie paid $3,000 to railroad. If road extended west line of 
Town of Princeton, it owes $2,000 more. 



27 – McIntyre & Son open rooms in the Worm block next door east of Green and 
Carman lumber yard. McIntyre sewing machines, organs. business 

27 – Two dressmakers to open shop in rooms above Yahr block. Business 

February 

3 – Fred Otto sells meat market building on Water Street to Swanke. business 

10 – It was voted unanimously that the Cattle Fair is a big thing. Entertainment 

10 – Funeral for Mrs. Hoyer. 65 teams in procession. Wife of German minister 
A.J. Hoyer. Sudden. Heart disease. Lutheran 

17 – The bridge is undergoing excellent repairs. The draw will be strengthened 
by the use of heavy timbers. 

24 – August Swanke renovating former Fred Otto meat market building with 
glass front. business 

24 – Business changes. Ludtke Bros. take their own store, vacating the old 
Eggleston store. George Parker moves there. Rimpler & Zellmer went from 
Ludtke store to Thiel block. 

March 

3 – Knapp residence north of village square (triangle) on Water Street moved to 
front Main Street. Owner Fred Mittelstaedt to build new residence at Water and 
Farmer. 

3 – Description of E. Moe family. 

3 – Breach of promise case. 

3 – Discuss pardon of Amelia Zimmerman. Murdered husband with strychnine. 
Not sure where she was from. 

10 – Firm of Jackson & DeVoe dissolved. P.W. Jackson retires. New firm Devoe & 
Lichtenberg. O.H. Lichtenberg. 

10 – Weekly list of market prices shows extensive goods traded. Railroad 



10 – Owing to a very heavy pull – 39 loaded cars – the train was several hours 
late Wednesday night. Railroad 

10 – Commission appointed by court to assess damages in the land taken by the 
railroad for sidetrack, etc. from Thomas Williams says he is entitled to about 
$875. 

17 – We understand that the Turners are to have a concert and Turn Fest on 
Sunday to end up with a dance. We are sorry to see those of our German 
citizens who are really pretty good men, thus setting at defiance the laws of the 
country, and the moral sense of very many of our people. The standard of the 
code of morals of the present day is certainly loose enough, and it seems to us 
that any such inroad upon it can only result in further debasement and greater 
wrongdoing.” 

17 – FT Yahr buys Schomacker piano. entertainment 

24 – Carl Fricke trying to open “institute” in the German Lutheran school near 
the district school building, “a preparatory commercial institute.” Formerly of 
Fricke Bros. German & American Institute and Business College of Chicago. 

24 – Responding to editor of Merkur: “The editor says ‘German we are and 
German we will remain. Wrong again, Brother Warns. German you were, 
American you are, and as such legally and morally bound, not only to respect, 
but to obey the laws of the land. Did you stop while abusing the Yankees and 
their Sunday laws to consider that you had renounced all allegiance to King 
William and taken an oath to support the ‘Yankee government,’ had ceased to be 
a German, and were a Yankee by adoption?” 

24 – J. Luce has sold his store and brick block to E. Teske & Bro. for $2,500. 
Luce retains the office for five years. Second floor, front room. business 

24 – We hear that there is now a fair prospect that the SFRR will be extended 
west of Princeton during the coming summer.  railroad 

31 – The latest railroad conversation among our townsmen is that of extending 
the road to Grand Rapids. Col. N. Boardman has been looking over the ground 
recently to see what can be secured in the way of local aid. 

31 – Fricke replaces Warns at Merkur. Newspaper business German 

April 



7 – Kolleck leaves Hubbard House. business 

7 – Gottlieb Janke, the third, is to take charge of the bridge. $180. 

7 – A.H. Myers elected town board chairman. politics 

7 – Schneider re-elected village president. politics 

7 – The first Cattle Fair held March 28. Brawl. entertainment 

21 – We haven’t heard of a theft in Princeton for a month. Times are certainly 
improving. 

21 – Village board decides not to light street lamps through summer to save 
expense. 

21 (or 14) – The potato trade has made lively times on the streets the past few 
days. Several carloads have already been shipped and many more are to go 
forward. Sayles Chittenden business 

21 – Paid out $500 for potatoes on the street Thursday. business 

21 – Gustav Teske has furnished his boys with a petty three-wheeled velocipede. 
The boys keep it warm running on the sidewalks. entertainment 

21 – Liquor licenses, $40 retail, $10 wholesale: Gottlieb Jahnke, water lot 25; C. 
Maulick, Lot 8, block D; Aug. Hanor, water lot 26; F. Mittelstaedt, lot 5, block D; 
Aug. Ponto, Lot 1, block D; Herman Warnke, water lot 25; Wm. Glentz, lot 20, 

block 1, Flint and Treat addition; Mueller Bros. and DeVoe & Lichtenberg, 
wholesale. business 

28 – J.P. Schneider is putting on airs with his new hotel bus. business 

May 

5 – Hugh Carr Jr. drunk, locked up. Boys gathered outside the jail and urged him 
to break out the windows. Fined $5 for drunk and disorderly and $7 for windows. 
Could not pay. Sent to jail in Dartford. Lockup crime 

12 – That old hickory tree that has stood as sentinel at nearly the intersection of 
Water and Farmer streets in this village since its platting has fallen prey to the 
woodman’s axe. The town board considered it a nuisance and it had to come 



down. It was not a little interesting to see the few remaining “old settlers” gather 
about it to take one last, long look, while it trembled at every strike of the axe, 
and some of their anathemas upon the board were anything but complimentary. 
Its beauty and its shadows that have often cast their coolness over the weary 
pedestrian at mid-day are gone, and only a shapeless trunk is left in mid street 
to tell its disgraceful end. … Many were pained to see an old friend of so many 
hot summer days fall by the woodman’s hand. history 

12 – John J. Bentley dies. 

19 – Fox River is at a low point. The government locks didn’t help much thus far. 

June 

2 – Fred Schendel has excavation for basement of his store nearly completed. 
Business building 

2 – Ira Sherman takes charge of the Princeton and Wautoma mail and stage 
route. business 

2 – Short and South Farmer streets treated to new coat of clay. improvement 

2 – The alarm of fire on Friday forenoon, during the high wind, raised a good 
deal of anxiety for a few minutes until it was known that the fire had been 
mastered. Originated in room of August Kleinert’s residence, had to tear off 
siding and plastering. Citizens thronged to the premises in response to the fire 
bell. 

2 – Anton Rimpler building large house just northwest of Yahr’s. 

2 – Parcel found under an upturned stump in swamp three miles east of 
Princeton. Brought to Princeton. Martin Manthey recognized items as property of 
St. Stanislaus Catholic Church. Vestments and sacred utensils. Very expensive 
material. Manthey explained vestment were a present to the church when first 
built from friends of Father Butczenski, the first pastor. The “vestiary” come from 
Germany, said to have cost $700, including a fine picture. Silver chalice and 
silver plate, both plated with gold, not recovered. Tramp suspected. Several men 
staked out stump. No one showed. crime 

9 – August Swanke has planing mill ready for business. Engine and stone engine 
house, which he tried to have fireproof. Business factory 



9 – Princeton is to have a steamboat. Capt. Houston. 

9 – Street commissioner Piper has built the best walk along the west side of 
short street that has ever been put down in the town. Inch and ½ plank, 8 
inches wide, laid lengthwise. The bears are 2 feet apart. “The walk was as 
smooth as an ordinary floor.” Test to see if laying planks lengthwise to the street 
will keep their place beter than that plank laid crosswise.” Improvement 

9 – Fourth will fall on cattle fair day. Big celebration planned. 

16 – H. Dantz’s corner at Farmer and Water street. 

16 – Area man killed in train crash in Kansas. Albert J. Nelson. 

23 – George Parker dies. 

23 – School has picnic at Knapp’s grove. 

30 – Yahr going to Milwaukee. Will purchase US flag for village. 

30 – Fourth plans include bowery dance. Also dance at Thiel’s Hall – Germans 
but all invited. entertainment 

July 

7 – Fourth ushered in by a grand booming of canons, rattling of musketry and 
bursting of firecrackers.  … storm, cleared up by 8 a.m. Brass band from 
Oshkosh, shooting club in uniform, Turners in uniform, Goddess of Beauty 

portrayed by Miss Addie Johns  - description is detailed but good … 38 young 
ladies dressed in white with red, white, blue sashes, each with a name of a state. 
… German school kids dressed nicely. “Citizens en masse flocked after these.” To 
the grove. Beautiful arches across the street. … entertainment 

14 – Warnke Bros. expect to get into their new block on the Morse corner next 
week. 

14 – Big storm. Wind damage on June 5. Nursery, roofs, barns. August Bukoski 
barn destroyed, two cows killed. Head stones damaged at cemetery. Several 
barns damaged. Trees uprooted. Lightning hit telegraph office via wire. 

21 – The old Hopkins block is to be turned into a billiard saloon. 



28 – Straw put on sand roads. 

August 

4 – Yahr has sold this season eight J.I. Case threshers at $650 each; one stream 
thresher $1465; 28 reapers and mowers, average $150 each. 

Aug. 4, 1877 - Yahr has sold this season eight J.I. Case threshers at $650 each, 
one steam thresher, $,465; 28 reapers and mowers, averaging $150 each. ... 
spent 200 on ornamental fence for his cemetery lot. Business 

11 – Village will advertise for watchman and lamp lighter. 

18 – North side of Water street gets new sidewalk from Teskes store west to 
Green’s lumber yard, 8 feet wide, 2 inch planks. 

18 – Gustav Teske is 

18 – Penmanship school official. Students need to bring their own lanterns. 

25 – Yahr receives ornamental fence – iron fence – for his lot in the cemetery. 
Cost $200. 

25 – Swanke putting up 100 lumber wagons for Eau Claire valley. 

25 – ‘Tis said the Princeton Baseball Club will not contest for the prize offered at 
the State fair Society at Janesville probably owing to the fact the first baseman is 
off duty, the catcher has a sore thumb, the pitcher has a lame ear, and the fellas 
generally are otherwise engaged. 

25 – Demell block getting tin roof. 

September 

1 – Gustave Teske elected school clerk. Board decides eight months of school, 
wants exams for kids in primary department to advance to the higher 
department. 

1 – Work commenced on the Princeton lock. 30 men involved. 

1 – Construction train in town to build new sidetrack behind Teskes, who plan to 
build warehouse with Chittenden & Morse.  Railroad business 



1 – Women’s league holds temperance meeting. Union Temperance League. 

8 – Hubbard House has new landlord. A.B. Burroughs. business 

8 – August Kleinard is the new lamplighter and marshal for cattle fair. 
improvement 

8 – The German school opened on Monday. 

8 – Man from FDL was looking over Princeton for purpose of starting a cigar 
factory. 

8 – Another nudge about bridge. 

15 – School census 171 male, 193 female. District. 

22 – Teacher Dan Regan. Upper department students must bring all material 
necessary for writing. No dismissal without note from parents. Parents should 
visit school often. school 

22 – Schuetzen Fest was immense. entertainment 

22 – Pahl and Fenske open in the Eggleston stone building. Bought out Parker 
widow. business 

22 – A Bartz started his cigar factory Thursday. Second story of Eggleston’s 
block. 

22 – Why no band? entertainment 

22 – Steamboat was somewhat lively at this port Sunday. Four steamers in the 
harbor at one time: the Western, Bismarck, Ella and one of the government 
steamers. 

29 – Republic back to one issue per week. Fridays. Newspaper business 

October 

5 – George Long will tarry yet another year at the Princeton mill. factory 

5 – W.H. Avery opens in Jackson building – fancy goods. Business 



12 – Carl Bartol wears the champion duck hunter’s belt. He captured 25 fine 
specimens last Sunday, which found ready buyers in market Monday morning. 
sports 

12 – We learn a petition is being circulated, praying the powers that be for a 
divorce from bed and board between the town and village of Princeton. politics 

12 – Bridge on the brain is a new disease. It is somewhat contagious and quite a 
number of our town people are badly afflicted by it. There is said to be no sure 
remedy, aside from the necessary number of greenbacks required to build a new 
bridge across the river in place of the thing which has answered the purpose of 
one until its usefulness is about ‘ausgespieldt’ and liable to go down at a 
moment’s notice. 

26 – Ducks had better be seeking a more congenial clime before Jul. Warnke and 
Carl Bartol get time to go out again. … Carl bagged over 40 and Jul. over 30 in 
one expedition. sports 

26 – Teske Bros.’ new safe “as near perfection in all particulars is human genius 
and skill can devise.” business 

November 

2 – Mr. James, a representative of the Milwaukee Bridge Company was 
interviewing our officials and people last Saturday. He can convince the most 
skeptical that an iron bridge is the cheapest that can be constructed. 

9 – Village vote for new bridge. 229-90. 

16 – Mr. A. Clark was on hand at the meeting of the County Board with his roll of 
petitioners for a division of the town of Princeton, but not liking the makeup of 
the commission as we understand it, he quietly pocketed the manuscript and 
departed. … A special town meeting will be held on the 27th instead to vote upon 
the proposition to authorize the town board to issue bonds for the construction 
of an iron bridge at a cost not to exceed $4,500. politics 

16 – Eggleston buys Parker’s stock. business 

16 – Long story about Yahr-Luce dispute over stove. 

23 – Tin roof on Schendel-Ponto block. Business building 



23 – Bridge will require 100 cords of stone for bridge. Bandt gets contract $3.75 
per cord. … Iron bridge $1,000 more than wood. 

30 – Wood 9, Iron 123. “Light vote” on bridge question Tuesday. For the 
additional appropriation of $1,000 for an iron bridge and the bonding of the town 
for $4,500. 123-9 

December 

7 – Railroad party plans 

7 – Judge Myers has bought the Loomis property. business 

7 – The Turners have sought or have made arrangements to buy the lot just east 
of Rat Parson’s old store for the purpose of erecting a Turn Halle. German 
building 

7 – Capt. Hubbard drives piles for bridge. 

14 – Where was Dantz tavern? 

14 – School tax chart 

14 – Editorial on psychic/healer in town. Health entertainment 

21 – Ponto Schendel block nearing completion. Business building 

21 – Note about fire warden. improvement 

21 – Many questions have been asked as to the intentions of Gard Green, the 
proprietor of the two-story frame building in progress of erection on Water Street 
near Ludtke’s wagon shop. The owner thereof assures us that it his intention to 
operate a Normal School there. business 

28 – Railroad hosts Christmas Party. entertainment 

-- 

1878 

January 



4 – If some of the fire traps are not looked after by the authorities, we may be 
awakened one of these cold nights by the terrible alarms of fire, and if a blaze 
gets started in the wooden rows on Water street, there will be nothing to 
prevent a general conflagration. 

11 – Capt. Hubbard running Hubbard House – Burroughs retired. business 

11 – Record day for hogs! “The great hog day.”  business 

11 – Ice boat fun. Oiled up the gearing, spread the flowing sails and flew away 
with the speed of the wind. Quite a number of people enjoyed a ride on the 
craft. sports 

11 – Peter McCormick opening boot and shoe shop in the old McCormick building 
opposite the McIntyre’s sewing machine rooms. business 

11 – Diatribe about rude behavior, cliques, gossip. “There is almost nothing but 
dissensional discord.” 

11 – Letter unsigned: The roads the first ten miles are in excellent condition. We 
counted 32 pork-laden teams between Princeton and Dantz’s corner bound for 
the Princeton market. business 

18 – The pile river, with which Capt. Hubbard is to prepare the foundation for 
the pier of the new bridge arrived. improvement 

18 – First newspaper for new editor Chas. P. Rawson. “Chas. P. Rawson will be 
responsible for publicity and O.N. Russell for the quality of the matter appearing 
in the Republic for the year to come.” busiess 

18 – Our brewer claimed that Pat Carr owned him. … Pat Car arrested, charged, 
held at lockup, hearing held, discharged. crime 

18 – Agent for Milwaukee Iron Bridge Works in town. He reports the iron work is 
nearly completed. “They are only waiting for colder weather to commence work 
for the foundations of the bridge.” Improvement 

18 – Burglary at King and Luther’s store. Rimpler and Zellmer’s store also 
robbed. crime 



25 – Stolen goods found under the M.E. church by some little girl who notified 
officer Piper, and he caused a small boy to crawl under the church and bring 
them out. crime 

February 

1 – Chris Maulick and his wife were the only German representatives at the 
Pioneer Festival. entertainment 

1 – A bill has been introduced in our Legislature to authorize the commissioner of 
school lands to loan money to the town of Princeton for new bridge. 
improvement 

1 – TB Davis, town of Brooklyn, largest hog of the season thus far. 627 pounds, 
of the Poland China variety. business 

1 – Temperance meeting at Methodist church. 

1 – Another dray line. Charles Demell as engineer. business 

1 – Road laid out between Princeton and Berlin. 

15 – Railroad looking over the grounds for a new site for depot. The present 
building, being on a public street, will have to be moved. 

15 – Warmer weather interferes with the work at bridge. The ice is so poor that 
it was found necessary to remove the steam engine to terra firma, and a boat 
will have to be procured on which to operate it before work can be resumed to 
any advantage. improvement 

15 – John Hubbart met with an accident while at work near the pile driver that is 
being used to drive the piles for the bridge foundation that convinced him that 
iron was a harder substance than his cranium. A large chain dropped some 8-10 
feet on his caput causing somewhat severe wounds. Health improvement 

15 – Nice paragraph about cattle fair. entertainment 

15 – Schuetzen masquerade March 4. Entertainment 

15 – Frank Merrill sells share of livery to partner P.W. Jackson. business 

22 – Hubbard House leased to Mr. J.H. Hubbs, of Green Lake. business 



22 – The flag of mourning that has fluttered in the breeze for the past week on 
the Catholic Church on the west side is a feature of the mourning testimonial of 
Princeton Catholics to the departed Pius IX. 

22 – It is often remarked that Princeton has been very fortunate regarding fires. 
While we hope the remark may yet be made for many years to come, we have 
fears. 

22 – Letter about marsh road to Berlin. Route is two miles shorter than the 
others. improvement 

22 – Two drays in Princeton with addition of Charley Demell’s. business 

March 

1 – Pleasant Valley bomb case. Man named Bargessen arrested. crime 

1 – Insurance meeting at Warnke Bros., corner of Water and Washington. 
business 

1 – District board has made a contract running five years with Geo. Sherwood 
Co. of Chicago to furnish The Model School Reader to the district. New books 
range in price from 26 cents for the first reader to 83 cents for the sixth reader. 
school 

8 – The bridge was torn up Thursday to facilitate driving of piles, but if it all goes 
well it will be in shape for teams to pass over by Saturday, if they do so at their 
own risk. improvement 

15 – Hubbard House will be moved from its present location to the bank of the 
river in the rear of the house. business 

22 – DeVoe (Dr. L.W. DeVoe) retires from firm of DeVoe & Lichtenberg. business 

March 22, 1878 – A pontoon footbridge has been constructed across the river for 
the benefit of the public. Improvement 

22 – Fairweather and Arthur Sparks have fitted up the float to the old bridge … 
to accommodate those who wish to cross the river with teams. improvement 

22 – This is the last week of playing croquet on Farmer Street between Water 
and Harvard. Too much annoyance to neighbors. sports 



29 – The Turners undoubtedly know their own business, but the hall they are 
putting up near Rat Parsons’ old stand, the dimensions of which are 24x40 feet, 
is creating some surprise, inasmuch as it was anticipated that they would put up 
a fine hall, 40x60 feet, with stage, scenery and dressing rooms, according to the 
latest style. Such an enterprise would have proved a profitable venture, but the 
small hall now being erected will only serve for their own meetings, and we fear 
they will find it too small for their comfort or convenience. German building 

April 

5 – The new bridge took its trial swing on Wednesday. improvement 

5 – August Ludtke going into mercantile business. (Didn’t he skip town earlier 
after pepper theft?) 

5 – August Swanke elected town board chairman by 76 votes. 

5 – Chris Piper is to be pathfinder of this district as well as street commissioner. 
roads 

5 – A number of loads of wheat were back across the foot bridge by their 
respective owners and their friends last fair day to save the 50 cents requisite to 
cross on the ferry. improvement 

5 – It will be about 10 days yet before the bridge will be in shape for teams to 
cross and it will be somewhat longer time before the approaches are completed. 
improvement 

5 – Town of Princeton voters OK appropriating $1,000 for current expenses and 
for building approaches to the new bridge. improvement 

5 – The many strangers in town Wednesday admired the new bridge as well as 
the judgment of some ??? in erecting the same. improvement 

5 – Schneider wins re-election as village president. politics 

5 – Cattle Fair affected by bridge. Owing to the inability to cross the river free, 
the farmers living on the east side who had stock to sell exhibited it in various 
places about the village, as convenience of fancy might dictate. improvement 

5 – Ugly rumors are circulating concerning the stability of the center pier to the 
bridge, as it is also reported that a new contract has been entered into giving 



someone $50 to drive additional piles to lean up against the west pier for a 
support. It would be becoming for those personally interested in the construction 
of the bridge to cause an examination of the work by an expert before it is finally 
accepted by the town authorities. improvement 

5 – Thomas Countryman fire. He was 84. Daughter was 7. 2.5 miles south of 
village. Obit next week. 

12 – Yahr buys new safe, where he placed his pocketbook, which contained the 
combination to the safe. Had to telegraph the manufacturer for instructions for a 
new combination. 

12 – Another jail break in Dartford. crime 

12 – Dr. DeVoe moves office to front room upstairs of Yahr block. business 

19 – The Turn Halle approaches completion. German building entertainment 

19 – The bridge is so near completed that teams have been able to cross since 
Tuesday. … Our merchants begin to feel the influence of increasing trade. 

19 – W.H. Keepers, superintendent of the Milwaukee Bridge and Iron Company 
was in town Thursday and formally turned the bridge over to the town 
authorities. 

19 – Otto Lichtenberg store in Hubbard House block. business 

19 – Sealed proposals for tending bridge. Opening, closing and keeping it in 

proper order, the draw and turntable, and the roadway and sidewalks swept at 
least once a week. 

26 – That new bell on the bridge sounds quite citified. improvement 

26 – Sturgeon are so plentiful just above the Princeton lock that the farmers 
spear them with pitchforks. sports 

May 

3 – Work on lock suspended due to high water. 

3 – New office being built for lock tender Gottlieb Jahnke. 



3 – Princeton Brass Band returns. entertainment 

3 – President Schneider has an eye to the well-being of the village. That drain 
across Water Street from Mueller Bros. corner to the river is a good thing. 
improvement 

3 – Merchants of Portage purchase and put on the line The Gussy Girdon as a tri-
weekly “river communication” between Portage City and Princeton. Said to be 
the speediest boat on the Upper Fox. 18w x 90l stern-wheeler with moderate 
size passenger cabin. river 

3 – The Lutz Bros. of Stevens Point purchase Princeton Brewery from Wilhelm 
Forster. The price paid is said to be $3,500. factory 

10 – Big divorce trial. 

10 – Business on the river was more than brisk last week. 

10 – King and Luther dissolved, Luther departing. business 

10 – Gussy Girdon sank in about 10 feet of water at Hubbard’s dock. Supposed 
to be from overloading of the bow. Government steamer Portage used to raise 
her, but without enough heavy timber, gave up. Will get heavy timber from 
Milwaukee and try again. … April 16 successfully raised. … river 

10 – New Catholic church on West Side was dedicated last Tuesday. Patrick 

10 – Dr. Otto Hahn opens in Lichtenberg drug store. business 

16 – Turners christen new hall. German entertainment 

16 – J. Wm. Worm setting up a building east of Mrs. Crane’s dressmaking 
millinery. Building business 

16 – PW Jackson commenced Thursday to move the remains of his relatives 
from the graveyard near Stimson’s schoolhouse to the Princeton cemetery. Some 
eight bodies; one there for 25 years. 

16 – EM Parsons goes to Portage City. business 

30 – Dr. Gus Mueller amputates arm. health 



June 

6 – F. Dargatz building small business room between his saloon and Yahr block. 
building 

6 – Decoration Day coverage. 

13 – Bartz, the cigar manufacturer, is now situated in Williams block. factory 

13 – Turners have picnic in Fishers grove at their new park on the riverbank just 
south of the village. Gottlieb Siepert declared victor and is therefore King of the 
company for the year. Entertainment german 

13 – New depot site 40 rods west of engine house in the rear and east of 
Rosebrook property. railroad 

13 – Forming Juvenile Temperance League. 

20 – Carl Bartol captured 30 fish last Tuesday in about four hours. sports 

20 – Princeton Brass Band will engineer a picnic on the Fourth of July at the 
Schuetzen Park on the river. entertainment 

20 – Gov. Brayman relieved of duties in Idaho, returning to Green Lake. politics 

27 – Article says no cattle fair next month but corrected following week. 
entertainment 

27 – Candy factory started in Jackson’s building by G.E. Coates. business 

27 – The largest real estate transaction that has occurred in Princeton in some 
time took place last week, being the sale of John Weiss’ interest in the Princeton 
Flouring Mill to August Swanke for the sum of $5000. factory 

27 – Steamer Ella will run excursion trips from Schuetzen Park. Also run from 
Hubbard’s dock to park. entertainment 

27 – Assessor’s report. Property values, farm products, etc. for 1877. 
improvement 

27 – Telephone line planned between railroad depot in Dartford and two resorts, 
Oakwood House and Sherwood Forest. Improvement 



July 

July 4 – Princeton Cattle Fair operated by Princeton Stock Association. 
entertainment 

July 4 – Dargatz’s new building is enclosed. business 

July 4 – Gottlieb Luedtke still building wagons. factory 

July 4 – Princeton Meat Market, Kuehn and Krueger. business 

July 4 – Greenback caucus at Dr. DeVoe’s.  politics 

July 4 – Josiah Luce inquest. Suicide my morphine. 18 grains. Purchased small 
glass of jelly at Lafayette Fisher’s restaurant in which he takes poison. Bottle of 
morphine found in his room locked in small desk.  2nd sheriff of Marquette 
County; successful insurance business. “Extravagance and bad habits caused him 
to become financially embarrassed, which added to family difficulties, for which 
he was solely responsible, caused him to lose caste socially and financially.” His 
property was slowly but surely passing out of his hands by due process of law. 
As each parcel passed from his possession, it seemed to render him desperate, 
and at or near the hour of his taking the morphine, the sheriff was selling under 
the hammer about the last parcel of real estate to which he had ever claimed 
title. 

July 18 – 101 in the shade. Weather health 

July 18 – Government dredge at work at locks. 

July 18 – The latest suggestion of the season is a telephone line from Princeton 
to Marquette, Kingston, Manchester and Markesan. improvement 

July 18 – Mrs. Jones moves restaurant on lot she purchased east of and 
adjoining Mrs. M.J. Radway’s. (moved from where?) business building 

July 25 – Dargatz building enclosed. Business 

August 

August 8 – The post office was removed to the west room of the Jackson block. 
Lacked light at Mrs. Radway’s building caused by Mrs. Jones’ restaurant being 



placed so close to the Radway building. (Where did Jones restaurant come 
from?) business building 

August 15 – Greenbacks meeting. politics 

August 15 – Gardner Green’s Farmer Bazaar. business 

August 29 – School tax of $500 approved. A.E. Thompson treasurer. School term 
increased from eight to nine months. 

September 

September 12 – The Turners have erected a fair-sized stage on the south end of 
their hall, and from a Princeton view, it is a big thing inasmuch as it is the first 
regular stage built in this village. The hall is ready for plaster. German 
entertainment 

September 12 – August Luther closes. business 

September 19 – Peter Minns? In town to discuss sugar/sorghum factory. 

September 19 – Otto Giese, jewelry, clocks, etc., west room, Dargatz block. 
Business building 

September 26 – Cholera threat. health 

September 26 – 518 school-age children in district. 

October 24 – Warren Bros. rent Princeton mill for three years. This fall put in a 
middling’s run of stone, a bolt and purifier. factory 

October 24 – Mrs. McConnell is the sister of Mrs. J.C. Thompson. 

October 31 – Voters of Princeton will remember that it was owing entirely to the 
efforts of Senator Sacket that Princeton was enabled to get the money to pay for 
the building of the new bridge of the state school fund, at 7 percent interest. 

November 

November 7 – Odd Fellows lodge started. entertainment 

November 7 – Gus Teske is county treasurer. 



November 7 – August Swanke falls down Thiel steps, hard knock but OK. 

November 14 – Cow kicks Mrs. Warnke 

November 14 – Gen. McDonald beats up lawyer in divorce case. 

November 28 – August Swanke is doing good job fixing up the old distillery 
building built by H. Scovel. Besides finishing it inside for a dwelling, he has left a 
very respectable hall for use of the Schuetzen for dancing. Building business 

December 

December 5 – Tax rate. improvement 

December 19 – Comment about teacher’s role. school 

December 26 – Collins Brothers open in Schendel block. Berlin firm. business 

1879 

January 2 – Polish wedding, 26, run away 

January 2 – Bells were rung and guns were fired to notify Princetonites that the 
old year was dead and buried, and the new year lives. … Dance and fun lasted 
until morning. 

January 2 – Otto Giese shoots bald eagle. sports 

January 9 – Merker suspends publication. business 

January 9 – Tannery owner’s name. Louis Kunz. factory 

January 9 – Lorenzo Pow leases American House from Schneider. business 

January 9 – Editorial on need for west side school and German school 

January 16 – Kuehn and Krueger dissolved. Kuehn retires. business 

January 23 – August Zierke dies. FT Yahr named town treasurer. 

January 30 – Court case over bad cheese. crime 



February 6 – Rumor. Chicago Northwestern Railroad buying SFRR as a feeder 
line. 

February 6 – Little boy Gus Weiss injured at mill. heath 

February 13 – Collin Bros. in east room of Thiel block. business 

February 13 – Old Folks reunion 

February 27 – Jul. Warnke sells interest in mercantile business to his brothers, 
John and Mike. Business 

February 27 – Princeton Cornet Band. Entertainment. 

March 6 – The phonograph was exhibited at Thiel’s Hall on Tuesday evening, and 
a goodly number of our citizens availed themselves of the opportunity to hear 
this wonderful machine. entertainment 

March 13 – JC Thompson editor of Republic. Business 

April 10 – Schneider re-elected village president. Politics 

April 10 – Odd Fellows of Princeton. entertainment 

April 10 – Charley Demell has the job of swinging the bridge during the season. 

April 17 – August Bartz sells cigar business to Charley Crane. Factory business 

April 17 – MC Russell moves to Chicago. 

April 24 – Q.B. Crane has bought the Hopkins block. business 

April 24 – The grist mill is being thoroughly overhauled. factory 

May 2 – Warren brothers putting in another run of stone at mill. factory 

May 8 – Debate between Dr. Vos and Dr. Mueller re: diagnosis. Business 

May 8 – Archery is now becoming fashionable and taking the place of croquet. 
sports 

May 15 – Princeton is to have a street sprinkler. Tim Paull will be the chief 
engineer. improvement 



May 15 - Ernst Yahr, brother of F.T. Yahr, arrived last Thursday evening with his 
family direct from Germany. The brothers had not met before for 30 years. 

May 15 – A.E. Thompson of Thompson & Fish formed a co-partnership with H.H. 
Jackson of Oshkosh. 

May 22 – Tim Paull’s sprinkler is a good one. Tim is a public necessity now. 
improvement 

May 22 – The Schuetzen Park, south of town, is to be fenced, the grove cleared 
of underbrush and other improvements made which will add materially to the 
attractiveness of the park. german 

May 29 – Miss Carrie Dart teaching music. 20 pupils. 

May 29 – The “land sucker” has been busy just above the bridge this week. 

May 29 – M. Dantz owns the building east of Turner Hall. 

May 29 – Gard Green sole owner of elevator property, buying out Swanke’s 
interest. business 

June 5 – Piper has been paying attention to the grading of Main Street within the 
past week. improvement 

June 5 – Charlie Crane is putting up some very fine cigars at this shop in the 
Crane block. Factory business 

June 5 – It is not necessary to run wild over railroad rumors. Like the Bourbon 
Congress, a great deal may be said but nothing accomplished. … There’s a rumor 
at Portage, and the same bark in Montello, that the C&NW Railroad Company 
have purchased the SFRR and that the latter road is to be extended at once. … 
Evening Wisconsin reports Princeton to Elroy in Juneau County … CNW wants 
more direct connection to Milwaukee. 

June 5 – Schuetzen hold annual picnic. Fred Schendel “king.” german 

June 5 – St. Marie town board hires F.W. Luedtke to build bridge for $$89.75 
across Black Creek at Raasch’s. 

June 12 – Princeton Sewing Circle. entertainment 



June 19 – Fourth of July will be both English and German. 

June 19 – Negotiations cease between CNRR and SF Railroad. 

June 26 – August Swanke has commenced building the addition to the Thiel 
block. It is of stone. The lower story to answer for storage room for the two 
stores of the block, and the upper story to be used for storage and property 
rooms for Thiel Hall. This will be a great addition to the Hall and make it one of 
the best in the county. Business entertainment 

July 3 – Damn at lock being covered with gravel. 

July 3 – Rumor is Princeton will be connected by telephone with Dartford and 
Berlin. improvement 

July 3 – Capt. J.H. Hubbard living in Dartford. Chas. Van Volkenberg will be 
landlord. business 

July 10 – 12-year-old brother of Richard and Gus Mueller arrives from Germany 
on Monday. The lad came alone. 

July 10 – Proceeds from stands at the Fourth of July celebration at Schuetzen 
Park go to German school. 

July 17 – Departure of Rev. JJ Zakistowski, was here for 20 months due to 
“differences with his country churches. Catholic 

July 31 – Capt. Baldwin cleaning up Hubbard House. business 

August 14 – Railroad expansion rumor. Elroy. 

August 21 – Families go camping on Green Lake. entertainment 

August 28 – W.F. Ludtke Luedtke is building quite a large residence just north of 
his stone store. The building is 22x28, two stories with a basement, etc. to be 
veneered with brick. 

September 

October 2 – The Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company completed the 
purchase of the Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Railroad on Thursday of last week. … 
It is understood that the expansion of the road will be pushed forward at no very 



distant day. … Green Lake resorts key reason. Speculation is to Elroy or Camp 
Douglas. … Portage lobbying for railroad to Baraboo. 

October 9 – That invoice of ducks last Monday belonged to Carl Bartol. Carl, as a 
sportsman, is a success. sports 

October 16 – Dr. I.W. DeVoe going to Wausau. busness 

October 30 – All elections are partisan. politics 

October 30 – Green Lake County Schools statistics. 

October 30 – C.C. Fricke leaving town, back to Chicago. German 

November 6 – Dr. Millard moving into former DrVoe office in Radway building. 

November 6 – Under the direction of Village President J.P. Schneider fire warden 
Piper has been around the past week looking over the fire and stove 
arrangements in the village. He reports chimneys and stove pipes in the best 
order he has ever found them. 

November 13 – AE Thompson no longer county resident so F.T. Yahr fills his 
county board seat. 

November 13 – Turners Thanksgiving festival 

November 20 – Farewell letter from Charles Fricke (three years). “From my 
memory the village of sand-burrs and kind-hearted people will not be soon 
effaced, and I say, God bless it! 

November 27 – Writing and commercial school now in progress. 

November 27 – More county board news on Page 2. I did not scan. 

December 

4 – Primary department of school. “Astonished to see over 100 little ones stowed 
in a room with seating capacity for 60 at most.” Good editorial about need for 
more space. 

11 – 118 different school teachers have been employed in Green Lake County 
during the last year. … Talk of compulsory education enforcement. 



11 – Chet Warren, mill operator, breaks leg falling into brewery cellar while 
making a delivery. 

11 – Capt. Baldwin and wife leave Hubbard House. 

11 – Another plug about importance of educating kids. 

18 – Ice house of Tim Paull 30x60 feet, 16 feet high. 

25 – During the past season 5,000 teams and 1,000 foot passengers were ferried 
across the Fox at Rhodes ferry. WHERE? 

 

 

 

1870s redundant 

May 11, 1872 - Louis fisher receives 1500 from Aetna for wagon shop fire 

August 1872 - Newton Harmon is tearing up and rebuilding the bridge across the 
river. 

March 1, 1873 -The village’s first fire company formed in 1873. A fire wagon was 
purchased in Milwaukee the following summer and stored near the Jackson & 
Williams livery on Main Street. “Now let a fire dare to start and Capt. Hubbard 

will run that ladder again over it in a hurry,“ said the Republic, which termed the 
purchase “a heavy start toward a hook and ladder company.” 

February 1874 - No cattle fair on wed. Owing to the storm. “This is the first 
failure since it was organized over five years ago.” 

February 1874 - Preview of Pioneers Festival - $1 per couple covered supper and 
team to hay and stabling . 

1874 - Teamsters report snow 3 feet deep, Mercury congealed for several hours 
and spirit thermometer shows -43. 

March 1874 - Organizers made the move to “Market Square” in time for the 
March 1874 fair, which was marked by “more than the usual amount of 



drunkenness,” according to the Republic. “Toward night several fights occurred, 
eyes were blacked, noses punched out of shape, thumbs bitten badly, and a 
general carnival was in order.” 

July 29, 1874 - Note about cattle fair site 

July 1874 -Turners has 4th of July picnic. 1874. “The society is new, having only 
been organized three or four weeks, but Mr. Kunz, the captain, is thoroughly 
posted in the business and has half a dozen young men who have had 
considerable experience. We hear they intend to rent a hall for the present, but 
will as soon as possible build a good hall.” 

Aug. 29, 1874 – Cattle fair 

Sept. 5, 1874 – Turners picnic. “They picnicked in the afternoon in the grove just 
south of the village, where we are informed after considerable hard work at 
turning, they partook of a bounteous repast, to which all spectators were invited. 
... Altogether the day was made very enjoyable to those who love such sport. 
The Princeton Turners are now fairly inaugurated and will be, henceforth, one of 
the institutions of the burg.” 

Nov. 14, 1874 temperance crusade in Princeton 

April 28, 1875 - the wire reported a large fire in Oshkosh. The news rekindled 
memories of the devastation of the Chicago and Peshtigo fires of 1871 and the 
conflagration of Boston in 1872. 

July 1875 - A room was built next to the Jackson &  Merrill livery on Main Street 
in July 1875 for fire apparatus. 

July 1875 - The idea of dispensing with the cattle fair for the months of July and 
August each year is played out, as the Germans believe in doing things up 
thoroughly and are abundantly blessed with the gift of continuance.” 

September 1875 – Cattle Fair “claimed by many to have been the largest ever 
held in Princeton and attended by more people than ever attend a county fair in 
this county.” 

October 1875 - The village board voted in fall 1875 (October) to erect street 
lamps at key points in the downtown area. The much-anticipated lamps, which 
cost a little over $10 each, went up in spring. May 1876. 



November 1875 - steamer Exchange hit the bridge on a Saturday in November 
1875, the draw remained open until Monday evening. “There is very little use of 
cobbling up the old rap now in use, as it has served its day and a better bridge is 
needed,” the Republic opined. 

Jan-Feb 1877 - The bridge is undergoing excellent repairs. The draw will be 
strengthened by use of heavy timbers. 

March 17, 1877: “We understand that the Turners are to have a concert and 
Turnfest on Sunday, to end up with a dance. We are sorry to see those of our 
German citizens who are really pretty good men, thus setting at defiance the 
laws of the country, and the moral sense of very many of our people. The 
standard of the code of morals of the present day is certainly loose enough, and 
it sees to us that any such inroad upon it an only result in further debasement 
and greater wrongdoing.” 

March 24, 1877: “The editor says ‘German we are and German we will remain.’ 
Wrong again, Bro. Warns. German you were, American you are, and as such 
legally and morally bound, not open to respect but to obey the laws of the land. 
Did you stop while abusing the Yankees and their Sunday laws, to consider that 
you had renounced all allegiance to King William and taken an oath to support 
the ‘Yankee’ government; had ceased to be German, and were a Yankee by 
adoption?” 

July 7, 1877 - Fourth fell on cattle fair day. Details? 

August 1877 - ‘Tis said the Princeton Base Ball Club will not contest for the prize 
offered by the State Fair Society, at Janesville, probably owing to the fact the 

first baseman is off duty, the catcher has a sore thumb, the pitcher has a lame 
ear, and he fellas generally are otherwise engaged.” 

August 1877 - Sidetrack being built behind Teskes who plan to build 26v45 
warehouse. 

Sept 22, 1877 - ScheutzenFest immense 

Oct. 12, 1877 - “Bridge on the brain is a new disease. It is somewhat contagious 
as quite a. Number of our town people are badly afflicted by it. There is said to 
be no sure remedy aside from the necessary number. Of greenbacks required to 
build a new bridge across the river in place of the thing which has answered the 
purpose of one until its usefulness is about ‘ausgespieldt” and liable to go down 
at a moment’s notice.” 



Oct. 26, 1877 - Teske Bros. New safe “as near perfection in all particulars. As 
human genius and skill can devise.” 

Nov. 2, 1877 - Mr. James, a representative of the Milwaukee Bridge Co was 
interviewing our officials and people last Saturday . He can convince them most 
skeptical that an iron bridge. Is the cheapest. That can be constructed .” 

Nov 9, 1877 - election date? - 229-90 for new bridge. 

Nov. 30, 1877 - Special town meeting held Nov. 27 to vote on proposition to 
authorize the town board to issue bonds for the construction of n iron bridge at a 
cost not to exceed $4,500. (Work will require 60 cords of stone; Bandt gets 
contract for $3.75 per cord.) Iron bridge will cost $1,000 more than wood. 
Passes 123-9. 

Bridge loan 7 percent interest 

Dec. 7, 1877 - The turners have bought or have made arrangements to buy the 
lot just east of Rat Parsons’ old store for the purpose of erecting a Turn-Halle. 

Dec. 21, 1877 - note about fire warden 

Jan. 4, 1878 - If some of the fire traps are not looked after by the authorities, we 
may be awakened one of these cold nights by the terrible alarm of fire, and if a 
blaze gets started in the wooden rows of Water Street, there will be nothing to 
prevent a general conflagration.” 

Feb. 1, 1878 - A bill has been introduced in the legislature to authorize the 
commissioner of school lands to loaned money to the town of Princeton for a 
bridge. John Hubbard met with an accident while at work near the pile drier used 
to drive the piles for the bridge foundation that convince him hat “iron was a 
harder substance than his cranium. A large chain dropped some 8 or 10 feet on 
his Capt, causing somewhat severe wounds.” 

Feb 15, 1878 - nice paragraph about cattle fair. 

Feb 22, 1878 - it is often remarked that Princeton has been very fortunate 
regarding fires. While we hope that remark may yet be made for many years to 
come, we have fears.” 



March 8, 1878 - the bridge was torn up Thursday to facilitate the driving of pies, 
but if al goes well it will be in shape for teams to pass over by Saturday, if they 
do so at their own risk. 

March 22, 1878 – a pontoon footbridge has been constructed across the river. … 
The float of the old bridge was fitted up to accommodate those who wish to 
cross the river with teams. Charged 50 cents. On cattle fair day, a number of 
loads of wheat backed across to save ferry costs. “Farmers living on the east side 
who had stock to sell exhibited it in various places about the village, as 
convenience or fancy might dictate. 

March 29, 1878- The Turners undoubtedly know their own business, but the hall 
they are putting up near Rat Parsons old stand, h dimensions of which are 24x40 
feet is creating some surprise, inasmuch as it was anticipated that they would 
put up a fine hall, 40 by 60 feet with stage, scenery and dressing rooms, 
according to the latest style. Such an enterprise would have proved a probable 
venture, but the small hall now being erected will not serve for their own 
meetings and we fear they will find it too small for their comfort or convenience.” 

April 5, 1878 - new bridge to its trial swing. About 10 more days before teams 
can cross and longer before approaches done.  “The many strangers in town 
Wednesday admired the new bridge as well as the judgment of our town in 
erecting the same. 

April 12, 1878 - Yahr. Buys new safe. Puts combination in his pocketbook, which 
he puts in safe. Had to telegraph the manufacturer for instructions for a new 
combination. 

April 19, 1878- Bridge completed enough that teams may cross. “Our merchants 
begin to feel the influence of increasing trade.” … W.H. Keepers, superintendent 
of the Milwaukee Bridge and Iron Co. was in town Thursday to formally turn over 
the bridge to town authorities. Town accepts sealed proposal for tending bridge, 
which includes opening, closing and keeping in proper order the draw and 
turntable, and the roadway and sidewalks swept at least once a week. … That 
new bell on the bridge sounds quite citified. 

 

 

 



 

 

May 16, 1878- turners christen new hall; 

June 27, 1878 - Swanke flour mill, 

July 29, 1878? - Swanke history ... town paid 20k for railroad. 

July 1878 - Schuetzen Park on river bank south of village for Fourth 1878??, 
steamer Ella ran from park to Hubbard’s 

September 1878 ... The Turners have erected a fair sized stage on the south end 
of their hall, and from a Princeton view, it s a big thing inasmuch as it is the first 
regular stage built in this village. 

Nov 28, 1878? - “August Swanke is doing a good job fixing up the old distillery 
building built by B. Scovel, besides finishing it inside for a dwelling, he has left a 
very respectable hall for us of the schuetzen or for dancing. 

 

 

April 10, 1879 - Charley Demell has job of swinging the bridge during the 
season. 

May 2, 1879 - Warren Bros. Putting in another run of stone. Overhauling grist 
mill. 

May 15, 1879 - Princeton is to have a street sprinkler. Tim Puehl Puell will be the 
chief engineer. “Tim Puell’s sprinkler is a good one. Tim is a public necessity 
now.” He builds ice house in dec 1879 30x60, 16 ft tall 

MAY 22, 1879 - The Schuetzen Park, south of town, is to be fenced, the grove 
cleared of underbrush and other improvements made, which will add materially 
to the attractiveness of the park.” 

May 29, 1879 - the sand sucker has been busy just above the bridge this week. 

1879 - Yahr becomes town treasurer following death of August Zierke. 



Oct. 1879, when A.E. Thompson changed his residence, Yahr chosen to fill his 
county board seat. 

July 1879 - Fourth of July celebration. Held at Schuetzen Park. Proceeds to the 
German school. A.E. Thompson speaks in English; Fricke in German. 

Nov. 20, 1879 - Farewell letter from Charles Fricke (three years). “From my 

memory the village of sand-burrs and kind-hearted people will not be soon 

effaced, and I say, God bless it!  

November 1879 - Village President John Schneider had Chris Piper, whose many 
duties included fire warden, look over the fire and stove arrangements in the 
village. He reported chimneys and stove pipes were in the best shape he had 
ever found them. 

----- 

June 28, 1906 – Fox, St. Marie, Gabriel Wick locktender. 

July 3, 1906 – Caroline Morse (blacksmith Samuel Morse’s wife and mother of Silas) mentions bridge. … 

Shew cement blocks for buildings ad …  

Princeton Republic, August 15, 1874 – “The steam tug Rushford, after laying around for several days a 

few miles below Princeton, finally came up on Monday, and in passing through the bridge, towing two 

large barges, the hind barge struck the float under the draw, knocking it into ‘pi.’ The float was sunk and 

the draw fell into the river. The boat hands showed a willingness to help right things, and with several 

men furnished by the town authorities, labored faithfully until the bridge was in place again, on Tuesday 

afternoon. While the bridge was down teams forded the river below, but the water was too deep in the 

channel to make fording a pleasure. A stranger who came along with a fast horse and light buggy was 

directed by Street Commissioner (Chris) Piper where to cross – Piper telling him the water was not more 

than two or three feet deep. He drove in, and about the first dash his horse went in over his back, and 

the stranger, sitting in his buggy, was in the water to his vest pockets. Both parties were at first a little 

scared, but as he come out all right the stranger joined in the laugh, and when reminded by Chris that 

his money might be wet, said it wasn’t near as dry as he was, and they would go up town. Piper had 

judged of the depth of water by what it had been years ago.” 

Jan. 30, 1879 - A new insurance company is soon to be in operation, known as the Princeton & St. Marie 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company. J.M. VanBuren is president, and Wilber J. Mesick secretary. Insurance 

will be confined to farm property. We learn that the organization was perfected on Saturday of last 

week. … Feb. 13, 1879 – Mr. John Van Buren, who was one of the old settlers of this town, but a present 

and for several years a resident of Minnesota, has been visiting his father, Martin Van Buren, and other 

Princeton friends for the past two weeks. 



Feb. 13, 1879 – W.F. Scovel told the old folks how, at an early time in the settlement of this part of 

Wisconsin, R.C.Treat took a girl to a picnic and Dr. N.T. Millard took her home. Now, Doctor, you see that 

for all these things you shall be brought to account. Guilty or not guilty? 

March 21, 1895 – OJ Weiss has leased the store building opposite Schaal’s hardware store, which is soon 

to be vacated by S. Michel and will take possession about May 1. Complete and elegant stock of jewelry 

and optical goods. Also large line of fishing tackle, guns, etc. 

Princeton Republic, Feb. 27, 1896 – “Between four and five o’clock Tuesday morning, fire was 

discovered in O.J. Weiss’ jewelry store, and before it could be put out it had damaged his stock of clocks, 

wall paper, fishing tackle and musical merchandise to the amount of several hundred dollars. The fire 

was discovered by Gus Weinkauf, who has rooms on the second floor. He around Mr. Weiss, and giving 

the alarm, they broke open the back door and began fighting the fire with water brought from the river 

in pails. By the time the department arrived they had it well under control. Had the flames been 

discovered a little later, much more disastrous results would have followed. Mr. Weiss carried $500 

insurance on his stock, which will not cover the loss. As soon as the insurance is adjusted, he will move 

his stock to the adjoining room, which is now being fitted for occupancy.” 

Princeton Republic, Feb. 16, 1899 – “The firm of O.J. Weiss & Co. is now Weinkauf & Co. Weiss and G.A. 

Weinkauf were partners. Will Whittemore will be employed by G.A. Weinkauf and will be located in 

Weinkauf & Co. jewelry store.” 

May 29, 1879 - Mrs. M. Dantz is having a new front and other changes made upon the building east of 

Turner Hall. 

March 11, 1897 – DeWitt’s Place ad. Down by the Bridge. Prices of groceries, fish, meat, etc. Eggleston 

Dec. 2, 1880 – Dr. G.A. Mueller has had a very serious time this week with a weeping sinew on his hand. 

Trying to cure it he punctured and filled it with iodine, after which inflammation set in and for several 

days the pain was most severe, and at one time his friends feared fatal results. He was reported better 

this morning. 

-- 

Princeton Republic, Jan. 17, 1895 – “M. Manthey has opened a first-class meat market at his stand on 

lower Water Street.” 

Princeton Republic, June 20, 1895 – “Chas. C. Sembach and son, Fred C. Sembach, formerly of Marquette, 

have purchased the meat market of M. Manthey and took possession Tuesday. The younger Sembach 

has been in the employ of Mr. Manthey for some time past.” 

The Sembachs, however, closed about a month later. Rumors said they left for Chicago. Manthey 

reopened the market. 

-- 

March 25, 1886 - A strange phenomena of darkness settled down upon this part of Wisconsin last Friday 

afternoon about 3 o’clock. The sky was suddenly overcast with black clouds, which assumed a greenish 

hue. The wind which had been blowing from the northeast suddenly whirled into the northwest, and 

quite a stiff breeze sprung up from that direction. Considerable anxiety was felt for some ten minutes, 



when the darkness lifted, the wind changing back to a northeasterly direction, and the atmosphere 

assumed its wonted hue, thick clouds prevailing before the darkness came. The same strange darkness 

was reported at Berlin, Omro and Oshkosh. The latter city probably experienced denser blackness than 

we did in this locality. Indeed it is rumored that the deepest anxiety prevailed for a few minutes almost 

amounting to a panic, many seeking cellars and other places of safety, from some imagined danger 

hovering near. 

-- 

Jan. 30, 1902 Princeton Republic, fifth issue of 1902 – Elisha Hall has purchased a 24-foot lot of the H.H. 

Harmon estate, east of the Republic office. 

Feb. 6, 1902 6th issue of 1902 – I am not located in my new store in Wm. Schade’s block, where I will 

continue to carry a general line of hardware, jewelry, musical instruements, etc. … William Whittenore is 

ow established in the First National Bank building with a line of jewelry and sporting goods. 

Feb. 6, 1902th issue of 1902 C.D. Price has moved his stock of jewelry to Amherst. Mrs. Price will leave for 

Amherst the last of this week or fore part of next week. 

Feb 13, 19027th issue of 1902  – Gustav Krause dies 

Feb. 20, 19028th issue – Pleasant Valley Rebekah Lodge No. 137 was instituted at this place Wednesday, 

Feb. 16, with a membership of 26. … The following officers were elected: Mrs. Frank Mueller, N.G.; Mrs. 

H.L. Straight, V.G.; Mrs. F.E. Clark, secretary; Miss Sadie Priest, F Sec.; Miss Laura Schaal, Treas.” 

-- 

March 15, 1873 – We were notified two or three weeks ago to publish the fact that the firm of Worm & 

Manthey, merchant tailors, had dissolved, but somehow we forgot the matter. 

March 15, 1873 – The moving season was inaugurated this week, although rather early in the season, by 

Mr. G.A. Long moving the little building back of the Luce block to a lot on Water Street on what has long 

been known as Ruffle Shirt Hill. Mr. Long will fit up the building for a residence.” 

Oct. 14, 1871 – The Republic of the above date came out half its regular size, owing to the burning of its 

bundle of ready prints in the great Chicago fire, a report of which is given in that issue. The towns and 

villages of this county were making  up and sending wagonloads of provisions and clothing to the fire 

sufferers. 

Princeton Republic, June 4, 1914 – Julius Schalow of this city and F.E. Zank of Neshkoro left from this 

station last Tuesday morning for Fond du Lac where Mr. Schalow purchased a five-passenger car, ‘The 

Krit,’ thru Mr. Zank who has the agency. The Krit car is a fine appearing machine, fully equipped with 

self-starter and electric lights and for speed, easy running and hill climbing this car equals any on the 

market. Jule, when will we get that ride?” 

June 25, 1914 – The storm Tuesday night did considerable damage in the village. The roof of Turner Hall 

was deposited in the school yard crushing the band stand to the ground. Many trees were blown over 

and small buildings tipped over. 

June 25, 1914 – Blurb on Frank Sommerfeldt, owns close to 500 acres. 



March 10, 1927 – The east half building of Mrs. Fred Schendel was recently rented to the A&P chain of 

grocery and fruit stores. The room is now being remodified, and shelving and counters will be provided 

by the lease holders. The building, we are informed, will be ready for occupancy within a few weeks. 

Jan. 5, 1933 – Ad. “Open for Business.” The highest market prices paid for Poultry, Eggs and Veal. We 

also carry in stock Poultry Feed and Supplies. We solicit a share of your patronage. Located in the Erich 

Mueller building, opposite the E. Mueller & Co. Implement Store. Phone 76. Princeton Produce Co. 

Lichtenberg-Blinkiewicz 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Note to paper from Olga Lichtenberg on inside page. In Florida, hopes it helps her 

eyesight. 

Jan. 26, 1933 – Ordinance prohibits curb pumps. Passed Jan. 20, 1933. 

Jan. 26, 1933 - Auto … “Shots ring out quite frequently. It proves to be the backfiring of an automobile. 

The explosion usually in quick succession, sounds very much like gun shots.” 

March 16, 1933 – A free circulating library has been opened at the Legion rooms above the Nickodem’s 

store. 

April 6, 1933 – Los Angeles earthquake news from Mrs. Morse/ 

Princeton Republic, Sept. 2, 1876 – E. Moe, Esq., is rebuilding his residence on the corner of Water and 

Farmer streets. The main office building is to be raised and all put under new roof and finished up in 

modern style. Craw and Crawther have the job.  

Princeton Republic, Sept. 2, 1876 – We are glad to learn that Mr. John F. Warnke is again to open a 

general store in Princeton. His brother Julius will be on hand to please everybody as of old. 

April 20, 1933 – Stanish Hoffman, who recently became the owner of the A. Fishkin building having 

purchased it from the Princeton State Bank has workmen engaged in remodeling the basement and 

arranging it for a tavern. An outside stairway will lead to the basement. 

April 20, 1933 – A. Lawson who has conducted a grocery store in the Mrs. Eugene Kidman building for 

the past number of months is closing out his entire stock and discontinuing business. 

Sept. 8, 1887 – Clerk Rimpler called a special school meeting to assemble at the school house Monday 

night. The object of the meeting was to vote for or against the site designated by the committee, known 

as the Raasch property in the east part of the village. The site suggested by the committee was not 

voted upon, but on motion the meeting adjourned two weeks giving the people more time to canvass 

the matter and consider the propriety of selecting some other places in view on which to erect a school 

house. We think it would have been better to have voted on the proposition and voted it down if the 

people are not satisfied. … Sept. 29 – Nothing was accomplished at the school meeting Monday evening 

toward settling the matter of a schoolhouse site. 

Sept. 29, 1887 - Story about Robert Tucker, former merchant, on barter system. … Pioneer of 1850, buy 

of late years has resided near Kasson, Minn. Here in Princeton he built a large frame building on the 

corner of Farmer and Harvard streets and for some time occupied the same as a store and dwelling, and 

which was afterwards destroyed by fire. He then erected on the same ground the dwelling house now 

occupied by W. Mesick and J.F. Warnke. He also after the fire built a store on Water street and engaged 



in mercantile pursuits for many years. (check that … did tucker build a building on water – myer 

building? Tucker was in the original Luce building and then sold to Teskes. 

April 6, 1933 – In a deal recently transacted between the Princeton State Bank and Stanish Hoffman, the 

latter takes over the store formerly owned by Al Fishkin. 

June 9, 1877 – Swanke planing mill details. 

Aug. 8, 1878 – Ad. Union Saloon. Having leased the above saloon I shall keep constantly in stock the 

choices brands of pure wines, liquors and cigars. Don’t forget I keep on tap the celebrated Gutch, 

Sheboygan Lager Beer. August King.” 

 

Aug. 8, 1878 – AD. Mrs. D.J. Warner has millinery. At same place E.A. Warner selling sewing machines. … 

H.H. Harmon furniture in red brick block. …  The brass band will purchase a new contra bass. It is 

expected it will arrive tonight, when John Beach, who is to manipulate the valves thereof, ‘will make the 

welking ring’ – as well as your ears. …  

 

March 2, 1882 - Wm. Magill has finally closed up his trade for a farm, and will remove in a few days to 

Adams County. … F.T. Yahr has bought the Magill home. … P. Regan is building the shops on Water 

Street for F.T. Yahr. … F.T, Yahr is preparing to build a store building on the corner lot of the old Hubbard 

House lot for occupancy by Pooch and Born, as we hear, and on the lot east a blacksmith shop for 

Herman Mielke occupy as far as blacksmithing goes. 

 

March 1, 1878 – ‘Mein Herr’ Schneider feasted between sixty and seventy people o the night of the 22nd 

to the entire satisfaction of each individual. In short, the supper was a success, and the boys say they 

never ate better oysters, et cetera, at any party supper. 

 

March 15, 1878 – Meat market ad. C. Hennig in Demell’s brick block. 

 

April 26, 1878 – Schendel is building an addition in the rear of his new building. 

 

Jan. 11, 1878 – Peter McCormick opening boot and shoe shop in the old McCormick building opposite the 

McIntyre’s sewing machine rooms. 

 

Feb. 22, 1878 – Ad for Warnke Bros. in Morse corner 

 



June 6, 1878 – MR. E.O. Ellinwood has purchased the residence property known as the Noah Hall 

homestead on “Ruffle Shirt Hill,” of Mrs. Elizabeth Loomis. It is a very eligible location and was bought 

very cheap. 

 

June 13, 1878 – Rumor says the building that Dargatz is putting up will be occupied by a barber. Ask 

Megow about it. 

 

June 20, 1878 – Pete McCormick continues to turn out the best shoes ever made in Princeton.  

 

June 20, 1878 – Aug. Luther gets in a new invoice of goods daily. 

 

June 27, 1878 – A candy factory has been started in Jackson’s building by Mr. g.E. Coates of Ripon.  

 

Jume 27, 1878 – Aug. King keeps the celebrated Gutch Sheboygan lager beer constantly on draught at 

the Union Saloon. 

 

July 11, 1878 – The new front on the Dargatz block is a ‘heap big’ addition to the looks of the building as 

well as a benefit to the street. Regan is to blame for the job. 

 

July 25, 1878 – Mrs. Jones’ restaurant now stands on its own foundation, in other words on the lot she 

lately purchased east of, and adjoining Mrs. M.J. Radway’s. It there fills a want long felt. … A vacant 

space – that ought soon to be filled up, which alludes to the vacuum occasioned by the moving of Mrs. 

Jones’ restaurant. 

 

July 25, 1878 – At last – the old elevator is to receive a new roof – time, for it has been a disgrace to the 

enterprise of the town to allow it to remain so long in its dilapidated condition. Newt. Harmon will be 

the doctor on this occasion. 

 

Aug. King has taken possession of the Center House store. 

 

May 10, 1878 – the new Catholic church on the wwest side was dedicated last Tuesday. Fathers OMalley 

of Oshkosh and Graves of Ripon were present, the latter preaching the dedicatory sermon. A choir from 



Ripon furnished appropriate music for the occasion. The ceremonies were very impressive. A generous 

collection was taken up.” Patrick 

 

May 10, 1878 – Gen. McDonald divorce info 

Princeton Republic, Oct. 18, 1923 – "A. Breitengross, who has had the construction of a new front for 

his drug store in hand for the past several weeks, has same nearly finished and surely is a fine addition 

to his store. It is of the very latest type, large show windows and when entirely completed it will equal 

those that can be found in larger cities only." 

Oct. 23, 1930 – New clothes shop opening. Johnson Clothes Shop, one door east of Princeton state Bank 

Sept. 14, 1939 – Joseph Slenzak, 85, dies. First teacher at st. John’s? 

Sept. 21, 1939 – School bus at School District 6, St. Marie, painted red, white and blue. … Also 

completely mechanized farm 

Oct. 12, 1939 – Clarence Stiles opens Princeton appliance store in Brooks building. 

April 15, 1926 – Files of 1882 – M. Manthey and son Henry will open a new store in the room where 

August Gorske’s shoe store is. Gorske is to go into the room Mr. Manthey now occupies.  

 

Nov. 11, 1926 – Files of 1885 – Wm. Lueck, recently in the employ of E. Teske & Bro., will put a stock of 

goods in the room recently occupied by Mr. Sietmann as a furniture store. 

 

July 7, 1927 – Files of 1887 – JC Lemke and son, Emil have sold their dry goods to Warnke & Krueger.  

 

July 14, 1927 – Files of 1887 – Herman Warnke has vacated the saloon premises which he sold to Sam 

Corenke and moved into the Dantz residence, corner Farmer and Main streets. 

Sept. 10, 1870 - Frank Holloway and D.T. Andrews have a meat market in the room under the Republic’s 

office. … Office was in Treat building that was moved for Thiel double block. Where did it go???? 

 

Aug. 13, 1908 – Joe Wolman, new shoe shop, Green block 

May 23, 1874 – Ernst Manthey died on Wednesday morning, the 20th last, after an illness of only six 

days. He had been engaged in mercantile business here for several years. 

 

Jan. 8, 1870 – L. Fisher. We have removed our stock to the west room of the Demel brick block. Boots 

and shoes, dry goods, groceries, millinery 

 



March 12, 1870 – W.J. Rawson harness maker, shop one door east of W.J. Frank’s store. …  

 

March 12, 1870 - Frank H. Holloway – Harness maker opposite the Jarvis House 

 

March 12, 1870 – John Messick, manufacturer of boots and shoes. …. Shop next door east of Teske Bros. 

store. 

 

 

1870 

Feb. 15, 1923 – Files of 1870 (Ernst Manthey in Treat’s old corner west of the hotel.) business history 

 

Feb. 22, 1923 – Files of 1870. (WJ Frank, Lafayette Fisher and Teske Brothers will soon move into their 

splendid new store rooms in Thiel’s and Luce’s block) business history 

 

March 8, 1923 – Files of 1870. (G.A. Long and W.P. Carman are at work in their little shop east of the 

bridge where they are prepared to do very nice work in the cabinet and carpenter work.) business 

history 

 

March 29, 1923 – Files of 1870. (Wm. Rawson starting a harness shop next door east of W.J. Frank’s 

store.) business history  

May 13, 1876 – Cooperage behind foundry. James McGrath. Flour barrels, butter firkins, lard tubs. 

MAY 20, 1876 – A substantial walk with railing has been placed along the east side of the Hopkins block 

this week. 

 October 6, 1927 – Resumption of the annual Green Lake county fair in the fall of 1928 appears 

probable. (Decision will be made in February at annual fair board meeting.) … The last fair was held in 

1926. Bad weather conditions during the weeks of the fairs held in the past few years together with 

general non-attendance plunged the fair association into debt to such an extent that the officers of the 

association decided to dispense with the annual exposition this fall. 

August 5, 1926 – Dr. J.N. Drill has decided to leave Oshkosh, where he has been located the past two 

years. He will open a dental office in this city for the general practice of dentistry over the Breity drug 

store. … He is a Princeton boy, the son of Andrew Drll. 

June 22, 1933 – Erich Mueller is erecting a solid concrete buildings on the west end of his lot, which will 

be used for the housing of farm implements and tools. … business 



June 22, 1933 – Alfred Warnke is busily engaged in remodeling and embellishing the Herman Warnke 

building on Water Street formerly occupied by Borzick OR BORNICK?. Alfred will use the building when 

completed for a fine beer garden and ice cream parlor, as well as serving lunches. … business 

July 20, 1872 – niedt saloon nuisance. … business temperance 

Sept. 9, 1920 – All kinds of repairing of sewing machines, guns, musical instruments and furniture. Also 

furniture building and electrical work. Located two doors west of the S.E. Mackowski store. A.H. Luebke 

… building business 

Sept. 21, 1922 – files of 1869. Demell and Harroune buy former nursery property north of village and 

plan to make lots. 

Sept. 28, 1922 – Wm Schewe to return to Princeton and open restaurant and ice cream parlor in A. 

Schultz building recently occupied by Mrs. Clara Whittemore. … business 

Sept. 21, 1922 - Statistics show lack of good cattle … farm progress 

Oct 9, 1869 – We learn of a new firm – Benj. Demel and N.W. Lowe having formed a partnership in the 

feed and provision business and will soon open up in P.W Jackson’s building, lately owned and occupied 

by L. Fisher. … business 

Oct. 7, 1920 – the firm Schwartz & Mueller recently gained possession of the overall factory and will use 

the building for the manufacture of crude medicine. A quantity of roots and herbs have already been 

shipped here and we understand the manufacture of medicine will soon take place. Machinery will be 

installed and a number of hands will be employed. The firm at present is established in Milwaukee, but if 

conditions warrant, they will make this city their headquarters. Mr. Mueller, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Frank Mueller, has spent a number of years in making this a study and we are confident that the young 

men will meet with success in their venture. (listed in 1921 Polk city directory) 

June 14, 1917 – Joseph Frost who has been in the saloon business for the past several years and located 

in the Megow building will discontinue at the expiration of June 30. 

June 14, 1917 – bank ad – grow more beans 

June 14, 1917 – clam fishing industry 

Sept. 26. 1901 - J.E. Hennig Jr. has rented the room in Gard Green’s building west of Price’s jewelry store 
and will move his harness shop into it the latter part of this week. 
 
May 15, 1869 – A new lumber yard by Briggs and Jarvis is announced. 

June 12, 1869 – Ernst Manthey is putting up a new dwelling on his lot on Water street, recently 

purchased of C.M. Boylan. Princeton is really brightening up. … R.P. Rawson residence on Farmer Street. 

Aug. 4, 1881 – Northing short of an earthquake can move that foundation of stone now being put under 

the elevator building by the railway company. 

Aug. 4, 1881 – Page one has story on death of Chas. Stacy, formerly of St. Marie and involved in early 

Princeton, in Rochester. 



1850s 

1850 – Princeton loses post office to Hamilton??? 

xAug. 20, 1850 – Semiweekly mail route from Fort Winnebago (Portage) to Oshkosh by way of Kingston, 

Marquette, Princeton and Strong’s Landing 

xSept. 11, 1850 – Steamer test trip to Princeton (Watertown paper) 

xNov. 8, 1850 – Oshkosh Democrat – Village populations – Strongsville 580, Kingston 248, Marquette 

204, Dartford 198, Princeton 138, Hamilton 98 

xDec. 18 1850 – Milwaukee Daily Free Democrat – Princeton, a short distance up the river from 

Hamilton, has also had but one years growth, and for a town of that age presents an appearance for 

business and activity almost if not quite unprecedented on the whole line of improvement.” 6 dry goods 

stores, tinny, blacksmith, shoe, tailor, wagon shops and several groceries. 

xDec. 19, 1850 – Fond du Lac Journal – blurb on Princeton 

March 11, 1851 – Bill passes for state road from Columbus to Princeton – later vacated 

xMay 12, 1851 – Sheboygan Mercury – from the “Democrat” – Pleasant Valley meeting March 27 at 

house of J.B. Winchell chaired by Dr. J.E. Thayer. Group supports Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Plank Road 

Company termination in Princeton. Committee of D.H. Waite, P.M. Knapp, H.Y. Webb, F. Durand and A. 

Randall. Resolved that we believe from the rapid settlement of the county in this vicinity, and from the 

amount of produce which even now would need an eastern market, by such an outlet, the proposed 

extension of the Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Plank Road would be an ??? and profitable investment of 

capital, and that we will patronize such road, and to the utmost of our ability assist in its construction. … 

Favor making Princeton the terminator termination of the road. 

xApril 6, 1852 – Daily Free Democrat, Milwaukee. From Marquette Mercury. Temperance House at 

Princeton hosted by D. H. Waite.  

xMay 31, 1852 – Democratic State Register, Watertown. The store of A. Randall destroyed by fire. Dry 

goods and law office. … Berlin Mercury? – The library of S.W. Holmes, valued at $300, besides some 

valuable papers, was entirely consumed, as was the docket of Justice Eddy and the records of the town 

of Pleasant Valley. 

xJuly 12, 1852 – Daily Free Democrat, Milwaukee - A substantial bridge has been constructed across the 

Fox River at Princeton.  

Sept. 22, 1852 – Post roads. ??? 

xSept. 26, 1854 – Daily Free Democrat, Milwaukee – The Marquette County Agricultural Society will hold 

its first annual fair at Princeton on Wednesday, the 18th of October. MARQUETTE? Probably an error. 

Green Lake. 

xAugust 4, 1855 – Wisconsin State Journal – Population is 975; 213 foreign born. 511 males; 464 

females. 

xSteamer Great Western daily trips to Berlin. 



Oct. 26, 1855 – Bad meeting for Democrats 

May 12, 1858 – Wisconsin State Journal – County seat election. Berlin 1,212. Princeton 884. Dartford 

403. 

Nov. 2, 1858 – Daily Milwaukee News – Berlin and Princeton agree on county seat plan. 

March 26, 1859 – Appleton Crescent – Report of chief engineer and superintendent of the Fox & 

Wisconsin Improvement, Daniel C. Tenne.???? To Gov. Alexander W. Randall. Fox & Wisconsin 

Improvement Company created by Legislature in 1856. Portage City canal unfinished but in condition to 

pass boats daily. Company has two dredge boats. Two wing dams have been built in the vicinity of 

Princeton on the bars which contract the water and form a good channel over the bars. Several more 

wing dams will be built the coming year between Princeton and Berlin and these, with the dredging that 

will be done, will form a good channel for boats drawing 3 ½ feet of water at all places on the Upper Fox 

during ordinary low water.” The locks are wider and longer, can accommodate larger boats, use steam 

power of 5-10 mph compared to horse power of 1 ½ mph than Erie Canal. Increase in business from 

1857 to 1858 was about 40 percent. 

Oct. 13, 1859 – Berlin Courant – Complains of high price to see fair. It is an open question whether any 

admittance fee should be charged, but if anything is charged at a small county fair, we think 10 cents 

sufficient. 

xTemperance House – Freeman House – Jarvis House – American House 

1859 Governor election results. 

-- 

ROYAL C. TREAT 

xFeb. 5, 1850 – Wisconsin Argus. Assembly bill No. 182 authorizes R.C. Treat to build and maintain a 

bridge across the Fox River. Same day as bill authorizing Nathan Strong and Thomas Noys to build bridge 

across Fox. 

Treat – April 1874 – Supervisor and justice for town of Remington. 

xTreat – Nov. 14, 1891, Centralia Enterprise – Mr. R. C. Treat of Meadow Valley is building one of the 

most expensive residences in this part of the state. It is estimated it will cost $12,000. All modern 

conveniences and apparatus will be incorporated into it, and when completed the building will be a 

thing of beauty and a joy forever. Mr. O.F. Knapp is now engaged in doing the inside carpenter work. 

xTreat – Sept. 11, 1893 – Neenah Times. R. C. Treat of the town of Kingston suffered a loss of nearly 

$10,000 by the burning of his large cranberry marsh. 

Treat – May 25, 1895 – Centralia Enterprise – “Magnificent” residence of R. C. Treat destroyed by fire 

along with warehouse, losses totaling $16,000. 

xTreat – Oct. 26, 1895 – Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune – Word has been received here that Meadow 

Valley has been wiped out by fire. Treat had general store there. 



xTreat – Nov. 20, 1900, Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune – R.C. and wife celebrate golden wedding 

anniversary. 

xTreat – Jan. 16, 1902. Eau Claire Telegram. R.C. Treat died yesterday morning, 

Treat – Sept. 24, 1937 – Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune – Feature on R. C. Treat’s son, Alban. J.H. Treat 

passed in 1895 or earlier. 

 

1860s 

Charles P. Harmon 

Jan. 23, 1860 – Wisconsin State Journal – List includes Bank of Montello in Princeton, capital $25,000. 

April 28, 1860 – Lot 37 (or 32?) sold at sheriff’s auction business 

April 12, 1860 - Appleton Post – The lock and dam originally proposed for the Princeton vicinity by the 

government in February 1857 eliminated it – as the bars improved with use of wing dams, piers and 

dredging. 

July 26, 1860 – Berlin Courant – Businesses include N. & H. McIntyre carriage shop. 

Aug. 30, 1860 – The Badger Store in Princeton being sold at auction Sept. 11. Opposite Wright’s brick 

block. Business 

Sept. 6, 1860 – Sheriff safe for lot 29 seized July 17, 1860. Later became Hopkins block. business 

xNov. 20, 1860 – Wisconsin State Journal – The Bank of Montello at Princeton, capital of $25,000 and a 

circulation today of $7,052 – failed Jan. 21, 1860, to redeem the circulating notes; their securities 

consequently have been sold according to law and at such prices that no holder of circulation has 

suffered or will suffer any loss thereon, but all have been and will be paid when offered, at par, in gold, 

at the office of comptroller. 

xAug. 8, 1861 – Wisconsin State Journal - Princeton Light Guard disbands after 6th Regiment filled. 

xAug. 6 1862 – Wisconsin State Journal – James. H. Hubbard, of Princeton, gets recruiting commission 

for 21st Regiment. 

xAug. 28, 1862 – Berlin Courant – Enlistment quote raised for Green Lake County. President called for 

694 men. So far 575 volunteered. Still need to raise 119. Princeton’s quota was 15; 14 enlisted. County 

authorizes $50 bounty in addition to the government bounty. County board can tax to cover funds. 

xOct. 25, 1862 – Wisconsin State Journal – Quota increased. Nine more men needed from Princeton. 

xNov. 2, 1862 – Berlin Courant – Princeton against removal of county seat to Dartford. 55 majority. 

Aug. 19, 1863 – Berlin Courant – Short cut from Berlin to Princeton worth more than two county seats. 

March 3, 1863 – Wisconsin State Journal – Bill introduced for state road from Berlin-Princeton. 

Approved in March 27. Ch. 117. 



xApril 14, 1863 – Semi Weekly Wisconsin, Milwaukee – from Berlin Spectator. Bridge at St. Marie gives 

out as family moving to Berlin crosses it. Three of four wagons make it safely across. Horses drowned. 

Most of goods lost. Bridge gave way when float “dissolved.” 

April 16, 1863 – Berlin Courant – During the past winter several more buildings were moved from St. 

Marie. Town (Princeton) has put substantial draw on the bridge.  … Mr. Long building cabinet and chair 

factory three stories high near mill ditch. 

xApril 16, 1863 – Berlin Courant – Report from the 32nd Regiment outside Memphis, Tennessee, 

preparing for siege of Vicksburg. Company lost Clark Stewart, of Princeton, to typhoid fever. A few days 

later his friend James E. Smith, of Brooklyn, also died. 

xJune 25, 1863 – Berlin Courant – Albert C. Hopkins of Princeton shot through both shoulders. Able to 

walk and in good spirits. 

July 23, 1863 – Berlin Courant – County equalization numbers. 

March 10, 1864 – Wisconsin State Journal - Oliver N. Russell commissioned first lieutenant, Company F. 

August 21, 1864 – Saturday Evening Press, Menasha. New boat will be named Princeton if village will 

provide the colors. Next week – boat still unnamed. 

December 2, 1865 – Appleton Crescent – Three Bowerman brothers charged with murder, shooting man 

in the head, 1 mile from Princeton.  

January 31, 1866 – Daily Milwaukee News – Bill authorizes Princeton board of trustees proceedings. 

March 4, 1866 – Daily Milwaukee News – Petition presented to state Legislature for removal of county 

seat to Princeton. 

xMarch 17, 1866 – Green Bay Gazette – What a delightful state of uncertainty the officers of the county 

must be in – expecting at spasmodic intervals to receive notice to pick up their official “traps” and make 

exodus for some new site that has been selected. 

PR July 25, 1866 – 11th county fair will be held in Berlin.  

February 21, 1867 – Wisconsin State Journal - A newspaper is about to be started at Princeton, Green 

Lake County. 

March 29, 1867 – Wisconsin State Journal – Act Chapter 184 incorporates village of Princeton. 

*April 12, 1867 – The Fox Lake Representative?? – Suffrage note from Republic. 

xOct. 17, 1867 – Janesville Gazette – Peter Jackson, of Princeton, suffering severely from wound in thigh 

received in charge near Petersburg. Ball still lodged above knee. 

199Oct. 4, 1867 – The post office is now one door west of Green & Carman’s (Wright block). John E. 

Brown’s clothing store is removed to the old post office building, opposite Green & Carman 

Oct. 4, 1867 – Mrs. E. Warner opened a new Millinery shop over Wilde & McClurg’s drug store. 



Oct. 31, 1867 – The work on the new Congregational Church building is being pushed forward as rapidly 

as possible and will be ready to occupy in about six weeks. It will cost $20,000.????? 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Story about Treat as teacher before coming to Princeton. 

Dec. 12, 1867 – Last week we inadvertently omitted the name of R.C. Treat, Esq., in the notice of the 

new school building. Mr. Treat is and has been an efficient member of the school board. 

PR Feb. 28, 1868 – Vol. II, No.2 – congregational church 

PR April 2, 1868 – R. Tucker Sr. sells store/goods to Teske Bros. Store opposite Demell’s block. business 

PR Capt. Hubbard fitting up store room in his building opposite Jarvis House. Mr. Macnish, of Brandon, 

drug store. Miss McNish will have millinery store there too. business 

PR September 1868 – Thompson has left the Freeman House, which has been transmogrified to the 

Jarvis House presided over by F.W. Cook. business 

May 3, 1869 – Republic. Potato bugs are making their appearance by the millions. Farmers in the Indian 

Lands switch to sweet potatoes. 

*Aug. 15, 1868 – Semi Weekly Wisconsin, Milwaukee – Summary of Princeton history. 

May 1868 – Green & Carman stone building going up slowly. business 

August 1868 - Green & Carman stone building nearly done. Wilde McClurg will be there too. … Pump ??? 

… Old school house remodeled into residence by Leonard Long. … August Thiel carriage maker on South 

Farmer Street. business 

September 1868 – Thompson has left the Freeman House, which has been transmogrified to the Jarvis 

House – presided over by F.W. Cook. … Green & Carman has hay scale. … Green & Carman, Wilde-

McClurg move into new stone building. business 

July 17, 1869 – Treat re-elected to third term as school board treasurer. Judge Myers was on board as 

well. What about Teske? 

-- 

From history files of 1922 papers 

From the files of 1869. (A.G. Hopkins appointed postmaster. A.P. Carman of the firm Green & Carman 

purchased the interest of D.M. Green in the dry goods trade and will conduct business alone.) history 

Files of 1869. (J. Luce has purchased of the Teske Bros. the lot between their store and the Republican 

office (newspaper was in Treat building, which became Thiel block = 512). Mr. Luce proposes to put up a 

good fireproof building which will make a fine addition to our business street. History  business 

Files of 1869 (Ferd A. Wilde has gone to Milwaukee for the purpose of buying a new stock of drugs, 

groceries, notions, etc. … Our village charter has been amended by the Legislature so that Princeton is 

part of the town of Princeton except for village purposes. … We learn John DeMell expects after a while 

to open a meat market.) history business 



Files of 1869 (Princeton Mills are humming again, having undergone thoro repairs and the ditch opened 

up so twice the volume of water can now be admitted that was used before. Mr. James Millard of 

Markesan has rented Mr. Wicks’ half the mill, paying $1,000 per annum cash rent. The new firm expect 

to make and ship 5,000 barrels of flour before the first of next January.) history 

Files of 1869 (David Messing is putting on an addition to the building on Water Street he lately 

purchased of S.M. Eggleston.) history business 

– Files of 1869 (Bowerman boys, Macnish drug store, foundry corner of West Main and Mill streets) 

history 

Files of 1869. (Harvey H. Hopkins elected clerk of school board.) history 

Aug.  17, 1922 – Files of 1869 (A new lumber yard by Briggs and Jarvis is announced.) history business 

Aug. 24, 1922 – Files of 1869 (August Thiel has bought of Mr. Treat the building with the lot in which our 

office is located and the lot adjoining on the east and will put up a large stone block next summer. 

August means business and intends to help build up the town in which he made his money.”) history 

business 

Sept. 28, 1922 – Files of 18697 (Dr. I.W. Devoe, late of Cincinnatti, has permanently located here for the 

practice of surgery and medicine, occupying rooms in Capt. Hubbard’s building opposite the Jarvis 

House. Hiram Loomis has sold his building on Water Street to the Teske Bros. who will move over their 

stock of goods at once.) history business 

Oct. 12, 1922 – Files of 18697 (Navigation is thriving on the river. The Weston is gaining in favor and has 

a growing trade. The Fox is busy as Gard. Green can make it – running 20 out of 25 hours. The Montello, 

under the skillful hands of Capt. Peterson, is running night and day. The Verona is also busy as a bee, 

while the Princeton makes her regular through trips from Oshkosh to Mississippi. … Cpt. O.N. Russell 

filling in for editor who will be absent a good part of the summer on business. … Judge Haws vs. Myers 

for county judge.) history 

Oct. 26, 1922 – Files of 1869. (Woman suffrage. Tuesday. 14th. Month? Dr. Brown, of Green Lake, 

assisted by Dr. Westover, expatiated two hours or more upon the question in the new school building in 

this village on Tuesday evening. To those who had the patience to listen to the speech, us comment it 

unnecessary. To others, we have only to say, they missed a rare treat, but not ?? an opportunity to gain 

so much valuable information. Our Devil thinks the jackass ?oted.) history 

- 1867? 

xCounty seat case at Dartford: Dartford counsel – Judge Payne of Milwaukee, Messsrs Truesdel of Berlin, 

Hamilton and Reynolds of Ripon. The Princeton side represented by Judge Wheeler of Berlin, Hon. H.G. 

Webb of Wautoma, Messrs. Friebert (German) of Juneau and J.M. Fish of Princeton. 

xMr. Treat expects soon to be able to supply all the river towns in this vicinity with a very superior article 

of lime at reduced shipping rates from this port. Besides his lime stone quarry. Mr. Treat has discovered 

a very find quarry of brown sandstone, the same as is used in the building of the palatial mansions of 

New York. … Mr. Treat also thinks of experimenting with a marsh near his quarry. (cranberries) 



xJune 6 = Judge Payne has argued the case in behalf of Dartford, and Hon. H.G. Webb and Judge 

Wheeler on the part of Princeton. 

xJune 13 – “The County Seat is still at Dartford, the lengthy trial having at last come to an end, the jury 

deciding that a majority of 41 was polled in the election of ’66 against the removal. This settles the 

question for the present, at least. 

x“We do not now, and never have attached so much importance to the County Seat as some of our 

friends have done, but perhaps it is because we have not been identified with it. However, we suppose 

the Princeton party, firm in the believe that they are right, will carry the question to the higher court, as 

much for settling grave questions of law which this question has raised, as from a prospect of a 

reversion of the recent decision.” 

xJune 13: Princeton has a Base Ball club at last. The fellows were out on Saturday afternoon, and made a 

display of muscle, split pants, sore legs, and just a little awkwardness. But we don’t want our Berlin, 

Ripon and Kingston brother base ballers to laugh at us, for if they do, before the season is over, we’ll 

make the “laff” come out of the other corner of the mouth.” 

xJune 20, 1867: A picnic party of over one hundred or four villagers availed themselves of a cheap ride 

on the Steamer Montello, to Marquette and back last Saturday. The day being  breezy and balmy after a 

heavy shower, the party moved away, sweet strains of music mingling with the merry peals of laughter 

of the happy company, running over with good spirits, not a woeful contenance any where to be seen. 

All were lively and happy as the glorious summer day, flaky clouds of fleecy whiteness sailing 

triumphantly overhead, and the rippling river, dancing in the warm sunlight, onward, downward, toward 

the mighty leap from Niagara’s cliff. 

x“Railroads have their uses, but for a pic nic party, give me the majestic steamer, floating through the 

water ‘like a thing of life,’ no jolting, jostling, smoke, cinders, dust and the thousand and one little 

inconveniences of the Railway train.” … Zephyr String Band 

 Missing inside pages for most of July papers 

xAug. 15 1867 – note about Catholic stone church on west side on land purchased from F.T. Yahr. 

40x100 feet. Stone on ground next April. Cost $15000-$20000. A young Polish priest has located here 

and will superintend the work. 

 Yahr sold his house and grounds on West Water Street and bought Phil Wicks’ beautiful place opposite 

the Triangle, on East Water Street 

Building – Geo. L. Armstrong in 1867 has harness shop one door east of William’s Shoe store, water 

street. business 

Building: August Thiel is finishing a neat little house on Howard Street, south of Harvard st. He is also 

putting on an addition to his building on Water Street, in which Messing’s cabinet shop is. business 

Sept. 5 – Pipe organ factory coming to town? 

Buildings - Eggleston & Hopkins (Albert) partners at S.M. Eggleston’s old store on Water Street. business 

Church - Sept 12, 1867 – Catholic church plans stalled 



Mill - P. Wicks sells his share of mill to John Weiss factory 

xSchool - Oct. 4 1867 – Cost of new building will be over $3000. A tax of $1,000 was voted to assist in 

payment. $500 was voted for current expenses of this school next year. Eight months’ school was voted, 

of three terms – four months winter, two months spring, and two months early autumn term. “A 

thousand prayers of the little ones will bless that meeting for liberating them during the hottest days of 

summer.” 

Building - The post office is now one door west of Green & Carman’s. John E. Brown’s clothing store is 

removed to the old post office building opposite Green & Carman’s. … Mrs. E. Wooding, of Dakota, has 

opened a picture gallery in Demel’s block, over Green & Carman’s store, will remain for two or three 

weeks for the purpose of taking pictures. … business 

xOct. 31, 1867: Bishop Henni of Milwaukee expected in town 14th of next month to select a site for a 

German and Polish Catholic Church in Princeton. “We are glad to hear of the determination which the 

bishop has made, as the residents of this village will do something handsomely towards its erection. 

Besides there are enough Catholics in this vicinity to build and support a good church, and of course 

Princeton is the best place, everything considered, for the church.” 

RELOCATE 

xJune 6, 1867 The German church is being put up right by the Long Bros. If they are short men, they’re 

long enough to make short work of long jobs. 

xJune 1867 – German church is raised and will make a neat, substantial building when completed. 

xJune 20, 1867 – The Lutheran Church raised a collection of $90 for the purpose of furnishing a gallery 

for the choir for their new church. 

June 20 1867 Water Street has been graded from the corner of the square to the river, in a superb style, 

while the city fathers authorized the construction of gutters on both sides, making it as fine a street as 

there is in the county. Princeton is looking up, the time is not far distant when we shall be in a position 

to attract the energy and capital of men from abroad. Chris Piper is “chief cook and bottle washer” in 

repairing the streets. He makes a tip top street commissioner. 

xSept. 5 1867 – The new German church is being finished as rapidly as possible, and will be th first 

building of the kind in the village. 

Oct. 4, 1867 – The post office is now one door west of Green & Carman’s (Wright block). John E. Brown’s 

clothing store is removed to the old post office building, opposite Green & Carman. business 

Oct. 4, 1867 – Mrs. E. Warner opened a new Millinery shop over Wilde & McClurg’s drug store. business 

Oct. 31, 1867 – The work on the new Congregational Church building is being pushed forward as rapidly 

as possible and will be ready to occupy in about six weeks. It will cost $20,000.????? 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Story about Treat as teacher before coming to Princeton. 

CHECK DEC. 5 FRONT PAGE 



Dec. 12, 1867 – Last week we inadvertently omitted the name of R.C. Treat, Esq., in the notice of the 

new school building. Mr. Treat is and has been an efficient member of the school board. 

July 17, 1869 – Treat re-elected to third term as school board treasurer. Judge Myers was on board as 

well. What about Teske? 

Nov. 7, 1867 – We learn that the ME Church of this village has purchased the new organ being finished 

by Mr. R. A. Barnard. Remember this is a large full-toned pipe organ, worthy a place in any church, 

aristocratic or otherwise. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Editor of Berlin Courant visits Princeton: “Dined with Mr. R. C. Treat, one of our first 

acquaintances in Green Lake county, who at the time of our first meeting was teaching a phonographic 

class, composed in part of the new distinguished senior editor of the Courant and the wife of 

“Winnebago.” From phonographic teaching on the margin of “Little Green,” Mr. Treat removed to the 

margins of the Fox, founded a town, engaged in business, adding possessions to his honorable position, 

and now lives retired as one of the founders and solid men of Princeton.” 

School 

May 1867 - The long talked of school house is finally under commencement. The size of building is to be 

33x45 feet on the grounf, walls to be 30 feet in height and built of stone. Charles Kreuger has the 

contract for laying up the walls, and Leonard Long the carpenter and joiner work. The building is to be 

completed, I understand, by the 15th of October next and will be an (h)ornament to the town. It is to be 

regretted that the board and others concerned could not or would not see that the interests of this 

school district would have been materially advanced if a larger building, large enough to be convenient 

at least, had been agreed upon. I think the taxpayers of the district would rather to day have a school 

house at a cost of $4,000 (check)s regards room, convenience, etc. than one at $3,000 where everything 

would be cramped and in the course of a year or two be called upon for an additional tax to build lean-

tos. I suppose the Board intends to get Meneley’s best bell to preside over school house as it is to be. - 

Local 

Oct. 4, 1867 – At the school meeting for this village on Monday evening, I it wasa ascertained that the 

cost of the new building when completed would be something over $3,000 a tax of $1,000 was voted to 

assist in payment; $500 was voted for the current expenses of the school year.  Eight months of school – 

four montns winter, two months spring and two months early autumn. 

Dec. 12, 1867 – Teachers and pupils took formal possession of the new school building on Tuesday last,, 

the new bell ringing out a merry welcome and awakening the echoes for miles away among the forests. 

Miss Hattie Luce has been appointed assistant teacher,, the number of classes rendering the force of 

teachers inadequate. The number of pupils is large. “ 

xNov. 28, 1867 – The Polish and Germans have rented the old schoolhouse for a place of worship until 

their new church is built. Work on church will commence soon. W.S. And A.L. Flint have donated a 

building spot. … “On the 14th of November the Right Rev. John Martin Henni, Bishop of Milwaukee, 

graciously visited our Polish-German Catholic community, and while here, with earnest and powerful 

words, addressed to the Poles and Germans, urged the erection of a Catholic Church in this village. The 

Trustees and the members of the church met at the old schoolhouse on the 24th last, to devise means 

and decide upon a plan for carrying out the Bishop’s wishes. It was resolved to build a frame church, on 



the west side of the river (on Mr. Flint’s land), 60 feet long, 35 feet broad and 30 feet high. It was 

thought very desirable to build the church of stone, but owning to the fewness of members, it was 

deemed prudent to build of wood. We hope to draw the stone for the foundation during January, and to 

commence building as soon as the weather will permit next spring. Messrs. C. Maurlich and F. Bartol of 

the village, and Messrs. M. Fleming and A. Nowizki of the neighborhood, were chosen for the building 

committee and trustees, and were approved by our Reverend Pastor. They are authorized to act for the 

Society and will render all needed assistance to our Reverend Pastor.” 

J.D. Jarvis; Fred Cook landlord 

xDec. 13, 1867: New school … “so fine, large and airy a building, alike an honor to the village, district and 

county. We make no hesitation in saying that it is not excelled by any like building in the county for 

durability and general inside arrangement. A new Menely bell hangs in the belfry.”  

x“Teachers and pupils took formal possession of the new school building on Tuesday last, the new bell 

ringing out a merry welcome and awakening the echoes for miles away among the forests. Miss Hattie 

Luce has been appointed assistant teacher, the number of classes rendering the force of teachers 

inadequate. The number of pupils is large.” 

Dec 5, 1867 – This week finishes the new school building. Pleasanter rooms cannot be found in the 

county. The seats are of hard maple, finely made and securely fastened. The work on the building 

throughout is of the best character and reflects great credit upon the men who did it. The mason work 

was done by Chris. Krueger, the carpenter, joiner and cabinet work by Leonard and George Long, the 

plastering by L.L. Anjer, and the painting by J.B. Radway. The supervision of the building was entrusted 

to A.H. Myers, Esq., and W.S. Flint, Mr. Myers taking a great interest in the building from first to last. 

1867 

1867 

February 21, 1867 – Salutatory. Custom being an arbitrary power, he who disregards its usages is looked 

upon as unworthy of public confidence; and as it is customary for those appearing before the public in 

the capacity of editor, to trace in outline the policy they expect to pursue, we today issue our Salutatory, 

introducing to the public the first number of The Princeton Republic. We come among the people of 

Green Lake County, upon so far as we know, the unanimous invitation of the people of Princeton and 

adjacent country, sincerely wishing our coming may prove of mutual benefit. It shall be our constant aim 

to make the Republic a welcome visitor in every family it may chance to go excluding from its pages all 

matter of objectionable character, keeping a strict watch that no obscene or other pernicious 

advertisement shall cumber our columns, inserting only such articles as will tend to elevate, fostering a 

love for Truth, Justice, Humanity and which will leave an impression for good. Though the Republic will 

not be an organ of any sect or denomination, we shall constantly endeavor to keep before our readers 

the necessity of a high, moral, Christian character, as the truest type and the highest qualifications of an 

American citizen. Cognizant of the wide-spreading evils of intemperance, the Republic will take strong 

grounds in its opposition and will labor for the abbreviation of the sufferings of the poor victims of 

strong drink. Recognizing in the loyal volunteer, who, leaving home and the idols of his hearthstone to 

drive back the cohorts of treason, laying down his life as a sacrifice upon the altar of his country, or 

returning maimed for life, or even unscathed from the fiery ordeal of terrible war, him who has 

performed the highest duty a citizen owns to his country, and deserving the merited praise, most liberal 



reward and especial care of the Government, we shall ever be his friend, and no duty shall be so 

cheerfully performed as in guarding his interests in the columns of the Republic. Upon the 

“Reconstruction” of the States lately in open, armed rebellion, and ow setting at defiance the humane 

laws of Congress, we shall take the radical view of the question, ignoring the right of men who are 

notoriously guilty of perjury and treason to sit as members of the legislative halls of the government, or 

to participate in any of the affairs of the same, believing them to have forfeited every right they ever 

held as citizens by their infidelity and treason, and that “Loyal men alone should govern a saved 

Republic,: and enact laws for its perpetuity. We feel deeply grateful to the citizens of Princeton and 

surrounding country for the encouragement giving us, and with their sympathy and support will 

endeavor to make them a home paper of which they will not be ashamed and which may be of material 

benefit to the town and county. We enter upon our duties conscious of the extent of the undertaking, 

with a pretty clear view of the difficulties in the way, but having great faith in the Golden Rule, which 

shall be our rule of action, we have little doubt of ultimate success. – Thos. McConnell … newspaper 

business 

March 21, 1867 – August Thiel has contract to build the new Lutheran (German) Church in this village. 

April 4, 1867 – Doubtless in many instances it would be well for widows and other unmarried ladies who 

hold property in their own right to vote. But many believe that the ladies will have their rights better 

protected by a careful attention to the duties of their household than by entering the arena of politics. – 

They can better trust their husbands to transact their business for them. If they have no husbands, 

they’d better get them. That’s our advice. suffrage 

April 11, 1867 – Temperance discussion. 

April 18, 1867 – The revival in Temperance is not confined to our village nor indeed the county and state 

but has been largely felt in all parts of the country. We see by the papers that in many localities the 

people have elected no-license boards. Ripon, Montello, Marquette, Kingston and many other villages 

and small cities have placed themselves upon the record as truly temperance communities. We hope in 

each case they may be able to sustain the high stand they have taken and prove to the world that any 

community is better not to tamper with the accursed evil. 

April 18, 1867 - Home is the royal sphere of the true woman’s exertions. In it she finds enough work.” 
suffrage 
 
April 18, 1867 - “Would you unsex the woman, make her assume the duties properly belonging to the 
man? Would you interfere with the immutable laws of the Almighty in making woman more masculine 
and man more feminine? Did you ever see a popular lady lecturer, or a popular female woman’s rights 
advocate, who was not masculine in her composition? By her physical organization woman is not fitted 
for a variety of work which falls to the lot of man. Let all vote who can ‘shoulder arms’ in defense of his 
country.” suffrage 
 
April 18, 1867 – Description of Chas. E. Westbrook farm.  
 
April 25, 1867 – Background of steamer Montello. 
 
April 25, 1867 – Temperance statistics. 
 



May 2, 1867 – Early ordinances. improvement 
 
May 2, 1867 – Long response to Republic’s suffrage comments from April 18.  
 
May 2, 1867 – “G.T.” writes long letter urging people to paint, clean up their properties. improvement 
 
May 2, 1867 – Miss Cornelia Hake opened the primary department of the village school on Monday. The 
higher department of the village school will be opened on Monday morning by the teacher N.W. Lowe. 
 
May 9, 1867 - “This is a matter resting almost solely in the hands of the ladies themselves. We imagine 

very few husbands would vote in opposition to the wishes of his wife, even upon this question. It 

therefore remains for the women of Wisconsin to fully inform themselves upon this subject, and so 

instruct their ‘lords’ to vote in accordance with their wishes.” suffrage 

May 9, 1867 – The long talked of School House is finally under commencement. The size of the building 
is to be 33x45 feet on the ground, walls to be 30 feet in height, and built of stone. … much more 
 
May 16, 1867 – Treat’s Lime Kiln is one of the institutions of the village, and at no distant day, under the 
perseverance of R.C. Treat, Esq., its proprietor, will be a source of considerable revenue to the village. 
We paid a visit to the quarry at which the kiln is situated on Saturday last, and was not a little surprised 
to see the fine quality of stone from which Mr. Treat burns his lime. The kiln is at the bottom of the bluff 
and the quarry about one hundred feet above, so that when he gets everything in order, which he is 
doing as fast as several men can work, he will quarry the stone and be able to roll it right down to the 
top of the kiln. One kiln has been burned, but enough has been done to show that the lime produced is 
the best in the country. In a short time, another kiln will be put up, so that when one is being burned the 
other can be filled ready for burning. Mr. Treat expects soon to be able too supply all the river towns in 
this vicinity with a very superior article of lime at reduced rates shipped from this port. Beside his 
limestone quarry, Mr. Treat has discovered a very fine quarry of brown sandstone, the same is used in 
the building of the palatial mansions of New York. business 
 
May 16, 1867 – The county seat trial is progressing slowly. … 
 
May 16, 1867 – We understand the organization of a new and second Good Templars’ Lodge has been 
and is now perhaps being talked of in this village. The reasons assigned, we understand, are that the 
numbers belonging to the present organization are so great that all cannot get into the room with any 
degree of comfort. Another and weightier reason is that as the Masonic Lodge meets on Saturday 
evening, a large number of industrial members cannot meet with the Good Templars on the same 
evening, while many Good Templars living in the country cannot well come to the village on Friday 
evening. We fear in case of a new lodge, a division of interest will take place, besides the expense would 
be double. Let us stick to the old ship. ‘United we stand, divided we fall.’ temperance 
 
June 6, 1867 – The county seat trial is still progressing, but the final arguments will probably be made 
today. … 
 
June 6, 1867 – The German Church is being put right. … lutheran 
 
June 6, 1867 – We understand that Green & Wicks will shortly shut off the water, stopping the mill for 
the time to repair the race so as to increase the volume of water. By a comparatively small outlay four 



times the present supply of water can be obtained. We wish some enterprising man would join Messrs. 
Green & Wicks and open the “ditch” to its lawful width, forty feet, then Princeton could boast of one of 
the largest and cheapest waterpowers in this part of the state. Business factory 
 
June 6, 1867 – Leonard Long sold planing mill to David Green. … business factory 
 
June 13, 1867 – From our window: We take in an expansive view of the Fox River and spreading valley, 
looking out southward over undulating hills, rolling back in terraced swells, glowing with the beauty of 
the shamrock slopes of the Emerald Isle, while to the right and left, and away out beyond may (be seen 
… or seem?) ‘sweet fields arrayed in living green,” and as the placid river rolls its purling waters in quiet 
grandeur through waving meadows, now and then turning to the sandy beach on the hill side, kissing 
the overhanging pine and willow, to our mortal vision, it is a ‘river of delight.’ But as we look upon the 
billowy fields of growing wheat, and think of the other millions of acres, ripening an untold wealth of 
golden grain, the question is how will farmers find an easy outlet and cheap freight for their surplus to 
market? What route shall the Great North West select as its great freight route to the seaboard? Then 
we revert to the beautiful river flowing but a few feet from our window. Sooner or later, upon this quiet 
stream will float the immense harvests of Western Wisconsin, eastern and northern Iowa and entire 
Minnesota on the way to the markets of the old world. The Almighty traced out this route when the 
‘water assuaged,’ after the ‘fountains of the deep were broken up,’ leaving a chain of lakes as reservoirs 
to draw upon in dry weather. This valley at no distant day, in our humble opinion, will be the center of 
vast commercial and manufacturing interests, as the almost inexhaustible water power long this route 
must offer superior inducements to capitalists to make this a manufacturing district, while our village 
cannot help being an important point on the river if our citizens work together for that end. 
Improvement 
 
June 13, 1867 – The county seat trial ends. … 
 
June 13, 1867 – The school building is rising slowly … 
 
June 13, 1867 – The Zephyr String Band under leadership of Prof. M.C. Russell. entertainment 
 
June 13, 1867 – The German church in this village was raised on Tuesday, and will make a neat, 
substantial building when completed. lutheran 
 
June 20, 1867 – A picnic party of over one hundred of our villagers availed themselves of a cheap ride on 
the steamer Montello to Marquette and back last Saturday. The day being breezy and balmy after a 
heavy shower, the party moved away, sweet strains of music mingling with the merry peals of laughter 
of the happy company, running over with good spirits, not a woeful countenance any where to be seen. 
… Railroads have their uses, but for a picnic party, give us the majestic steamer, floating through the 
water ‘like a thing of life,’ no jolting, jostling, smoke cinders, dust and the thousand and one little 
inconveniences of the railway train.” Zephyr String Band wit Prof. M.C. Russell at the head was  on hand. 
The GAR was also represented by a martial band. Two-hour trip to Lake Puckaway. Greeted by 
Marquette brass band. Picnic in shady grove surrounding the old church. Some ate at Temperance 
Hotel. Dancing.  entertainment 
 
July 18, 1867 – Ed Warner has sold out. There is a prospect of another saloon. business 
 



July 25, 1867 – Editorial for an oil mill. Also more tenement homes. Thiel selling lots of carriages, 
wagons. Factory business 
 
July 25, 1867 - Union Sabbath School picnic. church 
 
July 25, 1867 – Our village has become proverbially quiet, but once in a while on Sunday some wild 
drunken Irishman fairly shakes the underpinning of pandemonium with his demonic yells. A case of this 
kind occurred near the brewery on Sabbath, when his companions “kapcherep” him and holding him in, 
drove in a wagon at a break neck speed, and so terrified Elder Thompson, who is very low, that he 
frequently awoke from frightful dreams through the following night, occasioned by the drunken 
madman. Good Templars, there is work ahead. Gird up your loins for the continual conflict. … 
temperance 
 
August 1, 1867 – Hiram Loomis has sold his building on Water Street to Teske Bros. … business 

August 1, 1867 – Republic published in Demell’s block. Newspaper business 

August 8, 1867 – August Thiel wagon guarantee. factory 

August 8, 1867 – Two babies die. One is daughter of August Thiel. health 

August 8, 1867 – George Parker in stone building south side of Water. business 

August 8, 1867 – The new school building is putting on airs, has a roof and cornice, and will soon have 

doors and windows, and be as big as any house in town. 

August 22, 1867 – Phil. Wicks sells place opposite the triangle to Fred T. Yahr. … Shaman the butcher 

sold his house and lot on Water street, opposite the Jarvis House, to David Tasseler, who is now 

dispensing beef and mutton to those desiring animal food. business 

August 22, 1867 – Green & Millard are determined to make 5,000 barrels of flour at the Princeton Mills 

besides doing all the custom work that comes between this and the first of January. factory 

August 22, 1867 – New harness shop on Water Street. Geo. L. Armstrong. One door east of Williams 

shoe shop. … Long brothers have jobs at Markesan and Manchester mills, German church and new 

school building. business 

August 29, 1867 – Letter about Princeton needing paper and oil mill. Notes mill ditch can be 40 feet 

wide. improvement 

August 29, 1867 – August Thiel putting addition to his building on Water street in which Messing’s 

cabinet shop is. … D.M. Green finishing a new house on a new street on the west side for a “mill house.” 

Factory business 

September 5, 1867 – New firm of Eggleston & Hopkins. business 

September 5, 1867 – LL Anger is about to build on his lot at the intersection or River street with Water 

street just east of Parsons’ jewelry store. business 

September 5, 1867 – Pipe organ factory planned.  



September 5, 1867 – A new race course is being constructed by C.H. Loomis, Capt. O.N. Russell and 

others on the land of the former just east of the south part of the village. The ground is level and makes 

a splendid bottom – as good if not better than any other in the county. A half-mile track will be 

completed in about two weeks. Sports entertainment 

Sept. 12, 1867 – Painter JB Radway at Thiel Wagon Shop. … AH Myers office first door east of Jarvis 

House … JJ Parker furniture is next door south east of EM Parsons jewelry shop … David Messing 

furniture, coffins in new store on Water Street … George L. Armstrong harnesses one door east of 

Williams shoe store. Business 

Sept. 12, 1867 – Lafayette Fisher enlarging and extending his store room. Also new stock of millinery 

goods and will have dress and cloak making department. business 

Sept. 19, 1867 – P. Wicks sells his interest in Princeton Mills to John Weiss, of Ripon, for $6,000, clearing 

$1,700 in one year. factory 

Oct. 4, 1867 – Steamer causes small fire at Green elevator at food of Water street. business 

Oct. 4, 1867 – At the school meeting in this village on Monday evening, it was ascertained that the cost 

of the new building when completed would be something over $3,000. A Tax of $,1000 was voted to 

assist in payment. 

Oct. 4, 1867 – The post office is now one door west of Green & Carman’s. (Frank is postmaster) … John 

E. Brown’s clothing store is removed to the old post office building opposite Green & Carman. … 

business 

Oct. 10, 1867 – The President Should be Impeached because he did not buy any new goods at the very 

low one price clothing stores of J.E. Brown, National Hotel Block, Ripon, and one door west of Green & 

Carman’s. … Drugs – Ferd A. Wilde and John McClurg. business 

Oct. 17, 1967 – Philo m. Knapp, for eighteen years an attorney of this place, left for Nashua, Iowa, with 

his family this week. … Charley Loomis has occupied Knapp’s old place. Loomis has a good home. 

business 

Oct. 24, 1867 – Short cut to Berlin, through Black Creek, White River. Roads progress 

Oct. 31, 1867 – We learn from reliable sources that Bishop Henni of Milwaukee will visit our village on 

the 14th of next month to select a site for a German and Polish Catholic Church in Princeton. … more 

Oct. 31, 1867 – Mr. A. Swanke informs us that he has orders for thirty wagons ahead of his supply and is 

running a full force of hands. We observe August Thiel is also selling wagons as fast as he can make 

them. Our Princeton manufacturers are becoming noted for the excellency of their work. … factory 

Nov. 7, 1867 – M.E. church has purchased the new organ being finished by Mr. R. A. Barnard. Remember 

this is a large, full toned pipe organ, worthy a place in any church, aristocratic or otherwise. We hope 

the Congregational Church will some how or other managed to purchase the other, which Mr. Barnard 

promises will be a superior instrument. Think of it! Two large organs in the village of Princeton! 

Nov. 21, 1867 – Dr. I. W. DeVoe, late of Cincinnatti, has permanently located here for the practice of 

surgery and medicine, occupying rooms in Capt. Hubbard’s building opposite the Jarvis House. business 



Nov. 28, 1867 – The Polish and German Catholics have rented the old schoolhouse for a place of worship 

until their new church is built. Work on the German and Polish Catholic church will commence soon. 

W.S. and A.L. Flint have donated a building spot. We understand a large portion of the Irish Catholics will 

be ministered to at St. Marie by Father Gray of Ripon. … Catholic church matters  - On the 14th of 

November the Right Rev. John Martin Henni, Bishop of Milwaukee, graciously visited our Polish-German 

Catholic community, and while here with earnest and powerful words addressed to the Poles and 

Germans urged the erection of a Catholic church in this village. The trustees and the members of the 

church met at the old schoolhouse on the 24th inst., to devise means and decide upon a plan for carrying 

out the bishop’s wishes. It was resolved to build a frame church, on the west side of the river, on Mr. 

Flint’s land, 60 feet long, 35 feet broad and 30 feet high. It was thought very desirable to build the 

church of stone, but owing to the fewness of our members it was deemed prudent to build of wood. We 

hope to draw the stone for the foundation during January and to commence building as soon as the 

weather will permit next spring. Messrs. C. Maurlich and F. Bartol of the village and Messrs. M. Fleming 

and A. Nowizki of the neighborhood were chosen for the building committee and trustees and were 

approved by our Reverend Pastor. They are authorized to act for the society, and will render all needed 

assistance to our Reverend Pastor. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – The trotting match spoken of in our last came off on Saturday afternoon in the Princeton 

Trotting Park. The rain the previous night had made the track, which is a new one and not yet fully 

settled, rather heavy. Hopkins’ mare came out two or three lengths ahead. Neither horse was 

considered very fast, as the time was 4:15. Both would do better under more favorable circumstances. 

Fred Cooke drove the Smith horse, and Charley Loomis the Hopkins mare. The funniest part of the 

afternoon was a lively foot race between some half dozen of the “fellers.” John McClurg came out about 

a rod ahead in a 20-rod race. Billy Magill and Mart Wicks came in next, neck and neck. Ad. Hopkins 

tripped Charley Westbrook and both rolled upon the ground, otherwise the result of the race might 

have been different. Sports entertainment 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Artisan well in Elder Fairbairn’s yard? 

Dec. 5, 1867 – The new school building will be ready for occupancy in about ten days. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – The village school is now full blast. Mr. Merriam of Berlin having charge of the higher 

department, and Miss Celia Hake of this village superintending the primary department. Both are 

experienced and able teachers. 

Dec. 5, 1867 – Next spring every subscriber will receive a good hardy grape vine. newspaper 

Dec 5, 1867 – This week finishes the new school building. Pleasanter rooms cannot be found in the 

county. The seats are of hard maple, finely made and securely fastened. The work on the building 

throughout is of the best character and reflects great credit upon the men who did it. The mason work 

was done by Chris. Krueger, the carpenter, joiner and cabinet work by Leonard and George Long, the 

plastering by L.L. Anjer, and the painting by J.B. Radway. The supervision of the building was entrusted 

to A.H. Myers, Esq., and W.S. Flint, Mr. Myers taking a great interest in the building from first to last. 

Dec. 12, 1867 – Last week we inadvertently omitted the name of R.C. Treat Esq. in the notice of the new 

school building. … A new Meneley bell hangs in the belfry. … Teachers and pupils took formal possession 



of the new school building on Tuesday last, the new bell ringing out a merry welcome and awakening 

the echoes for miles away among the forests. … 

 

1868 

Feb. 20, 1868 – Statistics of village: dwelling homes ??; numbers of shops, factories, etc. pdf too blurry 

to read. CHECK 

Feb. 20, 1868 – We feel ashamed to chronicle drunken rows, but if they occur and if drunken men 

pound and batter each other’s faces, and if their wives attempt to separate them, and are knocked 

down as brutes, it is time we should speak out. Our saloon keepers are doing a land office business in 

their work of recruiting souls for the regions of the damned. … temperance 

Feb. 20, 1868 – Frederick Douglas speaks in Ripon. 

Feb. 20, 1868 – Republic lists receipts, expenses of first year: $631.11 “left for bread and butter.” 

Newspaper business 

Feb. 27, 1868 – H. Scovell is circulating a paper among our citizens securing subscriptions to start an iron 

foundry and plow factory by a stock company.  

Feb. 27, 1868 - Mr. L. Long informs us that her will put up a machine and repair shop in the spring, the 

motive power to be a steam engine. We presume a foundry and plow factory will also be run in 

connection.  

Feb. 27, 1868 – Princeton has a charter for making a canal 40 feet wide from the intersection of the mill 

ditch with the Mecann, and the village needs the power now. If this ditch was opened, nearly the whole 

Mecann river could be brought down, giving us one of the best water powers in the country. We believe 

money put into this improvement would yield a very handsome profit and hope our wide-awake citizens 

will make some movement towards its completion. River factory improvement 

Feb. 27, 1868 – Princeton needs paper mill. factory 

Feb. 27, 1868 – The people of Princeton. Editorial about the fine people of Princeton. More 

Feb. 27, 1868 – Earnings and expenses of Princeton Mills. Factory 

March 5, 1868 – Fred T. Yahr has commenced the sale of farm implements of all kinds as a business, 

associating therewith the sale of passage tickets from German, and a land agency. His office is with 

counselor J.M. Fish. immigrants 

March 5, 1868 – The Good Templars festival held here on Friday evening was a great success.  … more 

temperance 

March 19, 1868 – Excellent steaks at Loomis meat market. business 

March 19, 1868 – Our baseball club should reorganize and go into practice so as to be in readiness to 

compete for the premium at our next County Fair. sports 



March 19, 1868 – David Messing is putting an addition to the building on Water street he lately 

purchased of Eggleston. … Fred Yahr will soon put up a room on Water street, between the post office 

and Charley Loomis’ store, where he will keep all kinds of farm machinery. Fred is a tiptop fellow, 

understands his business and will succeed. … 

March 19, 1868 – Lightning hits Demell block in which is our office, the Masonic hall, Green & Carman’s 

store, the facilities of Mr. Demel and Dr. Holly. Business newspaper 

April 2, 1868 – R. Tucker Sr. has sold to Teske Bros. his store and stock of goods opposite Demell’s block 

on Water Street. The Teske boys are refitting up the building and joining it to their present one, will 

have a splendid storeroom. … Capt. Hubbard is fitting up the finest storeroom in his building opposite 

Jarvis House on Water street in this village, a real honor to the place. We learn a Mr. Macnish, now of 

Brandon, will fit it up with a stock of drugs. business 

April 2, 1868 – Mr. R.C. Treat has just completed planting twelve acres of Bell cranberries. He prepared 

the soil on his marsh by harrowing the surface to a slush just as it was thawing in the spring.  

April 2, 1868 – Rumor has it that the Bowerman boys, who a couple years ago were accused and 

acquitted of the murder of Andrew White in St. Marie, have recently been sentenced to be hung in Iowa 

for mail robbery and murder. … more crime 

April 2, 1868 - … “Go where you will, the German and Polish settlers are busy as bees around their little 

homes, hauling out manure, digging here and there, planting their crops early and putting them in best 

condition, the result is good crops from whatever seed they sow while their farms are continually 

increasing in fertility. immigrants 

April 9, 1868 – DeWitt Elwood obituary. 

April 16, 1868 – New town board sets saloon license fee at $100 each. It is thought four will be taken out 

at these rates. Business temperance 

April 16, 1868 – Fred T. Yahr Esq., passenger agent, informs us that he has perfected arrangements this 

spring for ninety newcomers from Germany to this county, of which 87 come to this village and 3 to 

Berlin. Thirty-five of this number have already sailed. immigrants 

April 16, 1868 – We believe we are fortunate in the selection of our present town board. Mr. R.C. Treat 

is one of the oldest and most respected inhabitants. In fact, he laid out the village and has been a 

constant residence ever since. He is eminently well-qualified in every respect for the position of 

chairman, and his popularity is manifest by running a head of his ticket, even when it was known he was 

a staunch temperance man. Sylvester Messick is a sound Republican and well posted in the affairs of the 

town and is willing to assume the responsibilities of the position, acting from pure and unselfish 

motives, without fear or favor. Fred T. Yahr is a deservedly popular man in his party, a straight out 

Democrat, a sober straight forward honorable gentleman, a man of good judgment, and will work for 

the best interests of the town. politics 

April 23, 1868 – R. Tucker Sr. sells farm and land one mile west of village to a Mr. Spooner, recently from 

Vermont. business 

April 23, 1868 – Note about Silver Cornet Band. entertainment 



April 23, 1868 – However much we may declaim against the Indian Land, the fact is staring us right in the 

face, that it is appreciating in value, and that what a few years ago, was deemed almost a waste of sandy 

knolls and buggy marshes is fast settling up by an industrious and frugal people, who are not only able to 

pay their taxes, but are building happy homes, and adding material wealth to the county and state. … 

improvement progress farm 

May 7, 1868 – The old schoolhouse is being remodeled by its owner, L. Long, into a dwelling house. 

May 14, 1868 – New boot and shoe store coming to room lately occupied by John E. Brown as clothing 

store. business 

Mr. Bentley is about to put up a dry house for hops on his lot just north of McIntrye’s blacksmith shop. 

business 

Green & Carman’s stone building is coming up slowly. business 

T.M. Hard of Fox Lake we learn will soon commence the manufacture of pumps at the turning and 

planing mill on the west side, which is being fitted up for that purpose. … business 

The Methodist church has been repaired, repainted and grained on the inside, the pulpit advanced 

toward the rear, and the choir seats arranged behind the pulpit as they should be, and are in all well-

regulated churches. 

August Thiel is putting up a lot of 27 carriages, which for beauty and style, finish and workmanship, are 

not to be excelled in any city in Wisconsin. He leaves today with his wife on a tour into Minnesota, 

whither he had shipped enough wagons last week to supply a township. factory 

Teske Bros. in new store. business 

June 1, 1868 – A German military company has been recently organized in this village with the following 

officers: Captain, August Zierke; first lieutenant, Christopher Maulick; second lieutenant, Gottlieb 

Jahnke; ord. sergeant, August Miller. entertainment 

June 1, 1868 – Mr. Junker, from Mayville, has shipped the moveable effects of his foundry to this village 

and is now busy putting up a building on the corner of west Main and Mill streets, and in a few weeks 

will have his furnace in full blast. factory 

June 1, 1868 – 41 acres of hops planted this spring. Most was 10 acres by Bentley, Son & Co. farm 

June 1, 1868 – August Thiel recently put up a carriage wareroom on south Farmer Street. factory 

June 1, 1868 – Republic lobbies for roads to Berlin via the cutoff via TT Klemm’s and a road from Mount 

Tom through the marsh when Princeton will be of hailing distance of Berlin. progress 

June 1, 1868 – The railroad in Berlin is the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway, Horicon Division 

June 11, 1868 – Princeton Driving Association. This is the name of a new organization which was made 

on Friday evening last. O.N. Russell was chosen president, Chas. Briggs vice president, T. McConnell 

secretary, C.W. Loomis treasurer. Sports entertainment 



June 11, 1868 – Burglars hit Green & Carman store, open safe with drill and crowbar. Also entered 

hardware store of Hopkins & Son but scared away when Mrs. Harvey Hopkins heard noise. crime 

June 18, 1868 – Chris Piper graveling and claying the principle entrances to the village. Roads 

improvement 

June 18, 1868 – The new foundry went up on Monday like a palace of enchantment. By the assistance of 

as many men as could work upon the building, it was raised, sided and almost shingled in one day. 

factory 

June 18, 1868 – Some sixty families have already come or will arrive in this village in a few days, in the 

aggregate over 200 souls, all hale, stout, hearty and healthy. Each having some gold, and all strong 

constitutions and stout arms. They invariably settle “behind Princeton.” Germans immigrants 

July 9, 1868 – W.S. Flint is selling off many valuable building lots on the west side this summer, upon 

nearly all of which the purchasers are making preparations to build. improvement 

July 9, 1868 – Fourth of July celebration report. “The dancing in Cooke’s large bower hall built for the 

occasion was fully enjoyed in the evening by the American lads and lasses, while the German young folks 

made merry with their national waltz in Hubbard’s Hall. … It was frequently remarked by strangers that 

they never saw so large a crowd where nobody was drunk and no rows. The fact is Princeton is getting 

sobered down, even our saloon keepers have a pride in preventing beastly drunkenness. Then we have a 

Good Templar organization, and though many of its members drink lager, they keep sober. 

entertainment 

July 9, 1868 – The Indian Land ‘behind Princeton’ is fast filling up, every available piece of land is being 

Germanized, soon to produce its quota of rye, potatoes, pigs, cows, fat oxen and calves. immigrants 

July 16, 1868 – John Mesick has bought out Charley Schultz in the boot and shoe business. 

July 16, 1868 – Fred Lounsbury has bought a house and lot of Mr. Bland. Bartel? 

July 16, 1868 – Aurora gave a free, public exhibition to the citizens of this section on Friday evening last, 

illuminating the northern Heavens from the horizon to the zenith, producing one of her grandest 

displays. It is now twenty years since we have seen anything in the auroral line, which for ‘beauty of 

design and grandeur of conception’ would equal in magnificence the great electric fire of Friday evening 

last. entertainment 

July 16, 1868 – Story of German farmer worked to death in heat. health 

July 16, 1868 – Rye was all harvested last week, and a general commencement made in the wheat fields. 

Harvest hands are scarce at $2.50 per day. Some twenty wagons left this village, each containing four 

and often more hands on Sunday last. Monday there were twenty more farmers looking after men, but 

the supply was very light. …  

July 16, 1868 – We have four saloons in this village, each of which pay license enough ($125) to feel its 

value, and are constrained to keep quiet houses, lest by some row or fracas, they would forfeit their 

license, and again be muleted in an extra sum of $100 more. High license is a peace maker. … 

temperance business 



July 23, 1868 – The Princeton Driving Association are driving business head and will soon have 

everything in ship-shape. The track walled in with a tight eight-foot fence, amphitheatre and other 

necessary buildings put up. Sports entertainment 

July 27, 1868 – The foundry has its engine in place and will soon be ready to commence operations. It is 

a blasted good institution. factory 

July 27, 1868 – The new pump factory will soon be in operation. The proprietor, Mr. T. M. Hard, recently 

of Fox Lake, is having entirely new and improved machinery manufactured, so that he will be able to 

make his pumps in the shortest possible time and in the best manner.  

July 27, 1868 – M.S. Holly has sold his gallery in this village to J.B. Radway, whom Republic described: 

We hazard nothing in saying he is one of the finest landscape painters in the state. … business 

August 3, 1868 – August Thiel, who purchased a shop in Rochester last spring, will return to that city 

shortly and commence the manufacture of wagons for Minnesota. factory 

August 3, 1868 – R.C. Treat Esq. has made a very decided improvement by the addition of a wing to his 

house on East Water Street. He is also about to put a cellar under the whole house of double walls of 

stone, making it both dry and impervious to the frost. …  

August 3, 1868 – The new stone store of Green & Carman on Water Street is nearing completion. The 

building is one of the most solid kind and though not imposing in character, owing to its squatty 

appearance, yet it will be one of the best, if not altogether the best business room in Green Lake 

County. Large, long, roomy and airy, it will be a credit to its proprietors and the village. … business 

August 10, 1868 – The busy hum of the threshing machine begins to echo over the hills and through the 

vales, turning out golden grain, the reward of the farmer for his weary days of toil.  

August 10, 1868 – August Weist will commence building a stone addition to his brewery, 20x24 feet, two 

stories high. He is also about to purchase new boilers and otherwise improve the internal arrangements 

of his brewery. factory 

August 17, 1868 – About 150 able bodied men (no loafers wanted) are needed on the new fair ground 

all this week. There be some tall ‘scratching gravel.’ Come with spades, axes and shovels, and sleeves 

rolled up. entertainment 

August 31, 1868 – A new billiard saloon is now in operation in Hubbard’s Hall, where the Knights of the 

cue do nightly congregate to make geometrical demonstrations, punching ivory balls with hickory sticks, 

etc. The game of billiards is innocent amusement, though, on the whole, rather costly. We hope the 

proprietor will not set up a bar in connection with his billiards. … business 

August 31, 1868 – That our village should have the county seat is daily becoming more evident. One day 

last week a crazy fellow got some liquor and proposed to smash things generally, when he was secured 

in the stone jug. The miserable scamp who sold him the liquor has forfeited his license and should be 

prosecuted. Let him be found out and dealt with. … crime 

Sept. 7, 1868 – The new fair ground is being pushed forward as rapidly as possible. The track is almost 

completed, everybody who has a buggy or wagon is invited to make a trial of its merit at any time before 

the fair. … Farmers, your help is needed in putting up pens and other buildings on the fair ground. You 



are interested in this business. Come out next Tuesday with your teams. You are not asked to donate 

any time or money in building the track or fence, but to help build such work as the Agricultural society 

must have. We need a force of twenty teams and men to get the lumber and put the work right up, so 

as to have everything in readiness in good season. IN BERlin? … The thirteenth annual fair of the Green 

Lake Agricultural Society will be held at the village of Princeton Tuesday and Wednesday, September 22 

and 23, 1868. … Col. Carlton said to us the other day in Berlin, when talking of Princeton moving the 

floral hall of the agricultural society to this place. ‘Now look here, Princeton can’t have all our city. You 

Princeton folks stole Hamilton and St. Marie, root and branch, and not satisfied have commenced upon 

Berlin. … In this connection it will not be amiss to give a little anecdote related by Mr. Tom. Hamilton, 

who was present. He was passing through the place where St. Marie was, when he saw a number of 

teams hauling a building Princeton-ward. The man living in it was complaining bitterly, and was little 

consoled when Hamilton told him he should not ‘let such things lie a round loose out dxxxx.’ … Sept. 14 -  

One hundred men, more or less, are wanted on Wednesday to put up the Floral Hall on the fairground. 

… The new fair ground is going along finely under the management of the President, R.C. Treat, and F.W. 

Cooke, chairman of the executive committee. … Sept. 21 – Our fair last week was a success in spite of 

the wintry weather and the repeated predictions of some of our citizens that it would be a failure. … 

entertainment 

Sept. 14, 1868 – The new foundry has commenced operations, making its first regular blast last 

Saturday. … factory 

Sept. 14, 1868 – Gard Green has his new stone building nearly completed. Green & Carman and Wilde & 

McClurg are anticipating a good fall trade in their new home. … business 

Sept. 14, 1868 – The Ranche, or large dairy farm, in Seneca, just below White River, to the extent of 

x380 acres??? Has been sold by its late proprietors, Kimball, Warner & Mather, to a Mr. Ward and a Mr. 

Stewart, for the sum of $20,000. …  

Sept. 14, 1868 – Mr. Magill has sold his harness shop to Frank Holloway, who has moved across the 

street into the building lately occupied by Demell & Harroune. … business 

Sept. 22-23 – County fair. 226 articles entered for exhibition. entertainment 

Sept. 26, 1868 – The white covered wagons of sturdy farmers, seeking the frontiers of Minnesota, are 

daily passing through our village. west 

Sept. 26, 1868 – Berlin Courant: While at Princeton last week, we stole a hasty glance over the village, 

and must say that we were pleased with the evidence of enterprise and prosperity exhibited on every 

hand. Since we were there before, several new streets have been opened and graded, the sidewalks 

repairs and materially extended, a two-story stone schoolhouse constructed, with sittings for from 160 

to 175 pupils, the public square (?) graded and fenced, a number of new residences erected, and a good 

deal of paint used on the old ones. Another church has also been built, and a foundry erected and put in 

operation. Green & Carman are also finishing a large stone store. Last but not least the Princeton 

Republic has been founded and has been sustained as a creditable representative of a live village. … 

Some changes are noticeable among the business firms. Among them, Thompson left the Freeman 

House, which latter has been transmogrified, and is now known as the Jarvis House, and is presided over 

by a modest man named Cooke. F.W. Cooke knows his business and keeps an excellent house. W. 



Macnish, formerly of this city, has opened a drug store opposite the Jarvis House, and gained an 

excellent reputation which he no doubt deserves. … Another important change should also be noted. L. 

Fisher, formerly of this city, has succeeded August Thiel in the wagon business, with every prospect of 

immense popularity. … The old dealers seem up and dressed, and keep step to the music of progress. 

Long live Princeton. improvement 

October 5, 1868 – Green & Carman have just set up a new Fairbank’s hay scales at their new stone 

building. business 

October 5, 1868 – H.H. Hopkins elected clerk of school board last Monday evening. 

October 12, 1868 – August Thiel left Monday with thirteen new lumber wagons for Rochester, 

Minnesota. factory 

October 19, 1868 – Green & Carman and Wilde & McClurg are moving into their new stone building. 

business 

October 19, 1868 – The new Methodist minister, Mr. Yarwood, arrived last week and preached two 

sermons yesterday. He is a subject of Queen Vic, only six months from Merry England. 

October 19, 1868 – Normal in town. schools 

October 19, 1868 – A large hall is a necessity in this village. We have no difficulty upon any more than an 

ordinary occasion of getting out a crowd of from 500 to 1,000 people. Now, we have not a single room 

that will hold the smaller number even. W.S. Flint, Esq., who is always on hand when a public 

improvement is wanted, proposes that one be built by a joint stock company, and will put in the lot and 

$100 in cash to start the movement. … entertainment improvement 

October 26, 1868 – Princeton Foundry has facilities to do all kinds of iron casting. Anything from a pile 

driver of a ton, to a delicate cake dish of an ounce. … We hope our citizens will see to it that this 

institution is supported. factory 

Nov. 10, 1868 – Lumber is passing up the river by the hundreds of thousands daily. Every steamer on the 

river is puffing with greater energy apparently than at any time since the ice went out last spring. … 

business improvement 

Nov. 16, 1868 – The Princeton Mills run by those capital millers, Weiss & Colburn, have we learn turned 

out 7,000 bushels of custom grinding in the three months ending today, besides the usual merchant 

work. … business factory 

Nov. 16. 1868 – Friday noon Mr. John Knapp’s tenant dwelling north of this village burned down. fire 

Nov. 23, 1868 – Such may now and then be said of persons coming into the village from the country. Our 

saloon keepers must be made to know they are exceeding their bounds. Good Templars cannot but 

blush at their apparent, if not real effeminate weakness in cringing before beastly drunkenness, and 

bowing to those who laugh at its misery. temperance 

Dec. 7, 1868 – Barney Murphy killed in runaway near Black Creek. Funeral at St. Marie. Forty wagons. 

health 



Dec. 14, 1868 – The Princeton Lyceum is a recent organization. The first discussion came off last 

Thursday evening, the question being, “Resolved that it was good policy and a judicious expenditure of 

the public funds for the government to assist in building the Pacific Railroad.” Decided in the affirmative 

by 7 points to 6. The temperance question will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Dec. 14, 1868 – The first month of school closed last Friday, Dec. 4th. Seventy-six pupils were enrolled 

during the month. Most of the classes are quite large, so much so, that the time allot to the hearing of 

them is not sufficient but would be made up – if there was more time. No visits have been received from 

parents. If the parents would show the interest they have in their children’s progress, by visiting the 

school, they would be amply repaid by the improvements their children would make. L.M. 

 

-- 

Jan 4 1869 – A. F. Carman of Green & Carman has purchased interest of D. M. Green in their dry goods 

trade and will hereafter conduct the business alone. business 

Jan. 11, 1869 – Woodward & Son have piles of clothing, mittens, etc. They are doing good business in 

Taggarts block in the store with Bowen & Hamilton. ??? business building 

Jan. 19, 1869 – Bird’s Eye View of the History of Princeton starts. 

Jan. 18, 1869 - Harness maker Wm. Magill moves to Clark Co., Iowa. business 

Chauncey Boylan sold the west part of triangular part of block c to Earnest Manthey and rest to S.M. 

Eggleston. business 

xMr. J.B. Radway, our accomplished artist, has bought the lot east of the Jarvis House of Charley Loomis, 

upon which he will erect a picture gallery. Business building 

Feb. 1, 1869 – Martin Manthey selling insurance for Madison Mutual Insurance Company in Marquette 

and Adams counties. 

Feb. 1, 1869 – Alban Clark informs us that a new school house will be built next summer on or near the 

corner of James Stimson’s residence some three miles east of this village. The cost will be about $1,000. 

school 

Feb. 1, 1869 – We notice the tightness of the times has an exhilarating effect upon the trade of our 

drinking saloons and that they are driving a brisk business, judging from the number of limber joints on 

the streets, now and then, and their joyous songs emanating from the dram shops.  

Feb. 8, 1869 – Justice Harroun is head over heels in the justice business, scarcely a day passing but one, 

two or more parties are brought to him, who go away sadder and madder but seldom wiser men. 

Feb. 8, 1869 – Our streets nightly resound of the brawlings, cursing and unearthly noises of eight or ten 

unruly boys. 

Missing Feb. 20 



xMarch 1869 – During this windy month, our town’s people cannot be too careful of fire. We tremble 

sometimes to think what harm a little carelessness might produce. The village would go off like a tinder 

box. 

April 10, 1869 – The new building on Short Street belong to Mr. Thos. Bentley is rapidly progressing and 

will be finished in a short time. It will probably be occupied by Mr. R. Hardy, of Berlin, who proposes 

starting a pump shop. factory 

April 10, 1869 - Building - R.H. Green, formerly a wagon maker for August Thiel, has commenced 

business for himself in “Hiram McIntyre’s shop. Business 

-- 

April 10, 1869 - xBuilding – We learn that Mr. J. (Josiah) has purchased of the Teske Bros. the lot 

between their store and the Republic office. Mr. Luce proposes to put up a good fireproof building 

which will make a fine addition to our business street.  

April 10, 1869 - County seat vote whether to locate to Berlin. 1469 against, 1253 in favor. Town election: 

Dartford 227, Berlin 100 

April 10, 1869 - Belfrey Man: I forgot to mention the “bit of argument” that occurred Tuesday evening 

on the street in which Yanks were arrayed against Germans and both sides “spoiling for a fight,” but 

they were so tired that they could not bring their guns to bear. 

April 17, 1869 – Charley Loomis has sold his stock of goods to R Treat, who has moved them into his 

store on the corner opposite Hopkins hardware store. … Mr. Treat has purchased the interest of 

Benjamin Demell in the firm of Treat & Demel. business 

April 17, 1869 - A.G. Hopkins & Son put in a new front, lower floor and paint store. White front, ochre 

side. business 

April 17, 1869 - Hopkins & Son have removed their stock into west room of Demel’s block for a few days 

while work on their store proceeds.  business 

April 17, 1869 - New lumber yard Briggs & Jarvis. business 

April 17, 1869 - Newt Harman leased shop west side used as a planing mill and turning shop and has 

commenced the manufacture of milk safes. Factory 

April 17, 1869 - Emigrants from the “Fader Land” are arriving daily, hardy and healthy sons and 

daughters of toil, who come with willing hearts and stout arms to hew out their fortunes in our state. 

We give them a hearty welcome. Of such must come the future greatness and prosperity of our 

country.’ 

April 24, 1869 – A.G. Hopkins appointed postmaster. 

xMay 22, 1869 - Whit Monday celebrated with services in the Lutheran Church in forenoon and German 

Schuetzenfest in the afternoon. August Weist won $30 purse, scoring 29 out of possible 36 in three his 

money. 

Carman, the polite merchant in the new stone store, has spring styles 



xWagon – Lewis Fisher 

xQuoits 

xJuly 17 1869 - Thiel buys from Treat lot in which Republic office is located and the lot adjoining on the 

east and will put up large stone block next spring. August means business and intends to help build up 

the town in which he made his money.” business 

Treat third term as school board treasurer 

Wilde-McClurg soda fountain 

14th annual fair sept 22-23 1869 in P 

xSept. 18, 1869 - Cattle Fair organizational meeting – first fair oct. 6th, 1869. “The Princeton Cattle Fair is 

a thing of reality. The first meeting came off last Wednesday. The number of cattle on the grounds was 

about 250, as nearly as we could learn. Every available inch in the triangle was in use. Many animals 

changed hands at fair rates.” 

Republic new office opposite Jarvis House. business 

Benj. Demel and N.W. Lowe form partnership and will open in P.W. Jackson building lately owned and 

occupied by L. Fisher. business 

Town election – 196-5 against $300 tax levied by county board on town of P. for road from Berlin to 

southeast corner of Ezra Parker’s on the Dartford and Princeton road 

x“Some day, we fear, the fire demon will sweep our village away. Let a fire once get only one-half an 

hour ahead of us on a windy day or night and the village is of the things that were.” … “A half dozen of 

Babcock’s fire extinguishers, ready trimmed, would quench any fire that is likely to break out with our 

present sized buildings, and they can be had for, we believe, from $40 to $50 apiece. The saving in 

insurance in one year would buy them.” 

Nov. 27, 1869: Thiel purchases Briggs and Jarvis lumber yard business 

Dec. 11 and 18 Jarvis House illustration 

Frank Holloway harness shop 

Dec. 18, 1869 

Green & Carman have sold entire stock to Treat, who will move his other stock to the store lately 

occupied by Green & Carman. business 

December 1869 – Gottlieb Luedtke gets patent for axle gauge. 

 

 

 

1870 



Feb. 15, 1923 – Files of 1870 (Ernst Manthey in Treat’s old corner west of the hotel.) business history 

 

Feb. 22, 1923 – Files of 1870. (WJ Frank, Lafayette Fisher and Teske Brothers will soon move into their 

splendid new store rooms in Thiel’s and Luce’s block) business history 

 

March 8, 1923 – Files of 1870. (G.A. Long and W.P. Carman are at work in their little shop east of the 

bridge where they are prepared to do very nice work in the cabinet and carpenter work.) business 

history 

 

March 29, 1923 – Files of 1870. (Wm. Rawson starting a harness hop next door east of W.J. Frank’s 

store.) business history 

 

-- 

 

January 20, 1870 – Compulsory education. school 

 

Jan. 8, 1870 – Ezra Rosebrook dies. history 

 

Jan. 1870 – Princeton Quadrille Band popular. entertainment 

 

Jan. 22, 1870 – Road issue. 

 

Feb. 12, 1870 – August Thiel is removing his two-story frame store off its lot on Water Street to make 

room for his large, new block next summer. business 

 

Feb. 1870 – Nelson McIntyre used to make wagons but last few years selling sewing machines and 

musical instruments, organs, melodeons, etc. business 

 

Feb. 19, 1870 – McConnell passes editorship to JC Thompson. Editorial busines 

 

Feb. 26, 1870 – August Thiel getting stone for new block from Pardeeville. business 



 

March 5, 1870 – The new swing bridge is completed.  

 

March 5, 1870 – Piece about German immigrants. Welcome.  

 

March 5, 1869 – Temperance meeting blurb, Good Templars 

 

March 5-12, 1870 – Newspaper changes from McConnell & Reeve to JC Thompson and Reeve. business 

 

March 12-19, 1870 – Profiles of local businesses. North side of Water, 500 block going east – Treat in 

Green & Carman’s old stand with dry goods, groceries, boots and more, Wilde & McClurg druggists in 

same block, T. Williams boot and shoe shop with Theodore Slater in west room of Williams block doing 

carriage trimming, upholstery and harnesses, Teske Bros. two large rooms with dry goods, groceries, 

etc., John Messick shoe store; 400 – Jarvis House (run down), J.B. Radway art gallery, A.H Myers office; 

Short Street??? – Hiram McIntyre blacksmith, RH Green making wagons in same block. South side of 

Water, 400 block, going west – E.M. Parsons (corner of Short and Water) clocks, watches and jewelry, 

Frank Holloway harness maker (same block as Republic), Hubbard’s block vacant after druggist departed 

under mysterious circumstances. 500 block – AG Hopkins & Son hardware and post office; JM Fish and 

AE Thompson attorneys office, W.J. Rawson harness shop, Wm. J. Frank in east room of DeMell’s block 

with dry goods, LaFayette Fisher in west room (formerly Fisher & Bro.) with millinery, George Parker dry 

goods, Eggleston & Hopkins general store, R.P. Rawson 20 years first dry goods and then insurance, 

Martin Manthey insurance, Nelson McIntyre who used to make wagons but last few years selling sewing 

machines and musical instruments. 

Also noted that Dr. N.T. Millard has office at house at Water and Clinton streets. 

 

March 26, 1870 – Princeton Foundry makes columns for Thiel and Luce blocks. factory 

 

March 26, 1870 – Profiles of industries – David Messing furniture, Louis Baumann tinner, Princeton 

Foundry, August Swanke (worked two years for Thiel), G. DeVoe coopering, N. Harmon, planing mill, and 

JJ Parker furniture in same building?, Princeton Mill (Weise & Colburn).  factory 

  

April 16, 1870 – Clearing old buildings off lots. 

 

May 7, 1870 – August Swanke starts work on wagon shop. factory 



June 11, 1870 – The repairs on the bridge causeway for the last year have cost $1,000 or enough to 

make quite a start toward a new bridge. 

June 18, 1870 – Thiel and Luce are proceeding with their block of three stores. Building business 

July 2, 1870 – Town of Princeton votes to appropriate money to survey a line for a railroad through 

Princeton. Vote was almost unanimous. 

July 1870 – Treat sells half of his business to S. Hinman in Green & Carman’s old stand 

July 30, 1870 – E. Reeve sells interest in newspaper. Now J.C. and A.E. Thompson. business 

Aug. 6, 1870 – Thiel’s block will be one of the county’s finest buildings. business 

August 13, 1870 – E. Reeve says farewell to Republic. business 

August 13, 1870 – Front of Thiel’s block finished so far as brick and iron work go. “August was so well 

pleased with the job done by the masons that he gave them a splendid supper and entertainment. 

August offers $300 cash premium to anyone who could build a building in town with a better front. 

Building business 

 

August 20, 1870 – The front of Luce’s block is completed. Building business 

August 20, 1870 – Band giving series of evening entertainments in the triangle. 

September 15, 1870 – Thiel Hall soft opening for 100 couples for dance just prior to opening of county 

fair. Business building entertainment 

September 1870 – Fair was a success despite “one half the population being German who do not seem 

to realize the advantage of uniting with and assisting to carry out any public demonstration.” Last year 

Fair held in Princeton????? entertainment 

Oct. 1, 1870 – Thiel death. history 

Oct. 1, 1870 – Problems with Thiel block roof sagging. Padget’s Theatrical Troupe planned for the 

opening of Thiel’s new hall. Hall is 44x80 feet. WJ Frank will take east room of Thiel block when it opens.  

Building business 

?? Princeton Feed Store sold by F. Holloway to T. McConnell. … T. McConnell has new grocery at 

Hubbard’s corner. … business 

Dec. 31, 1870 – Treat sells ½ interest to S.D. Hinman. business 

 

1871 

April 5, 1923 – Files of 1871. (A Mr. Schneider, of Berlin, has bought the Jarvis House and we understand 

will thoroughly repair and renovate it. It ought to be made into a new house entire. Sheriff Cook holds a 

lease for nearly a year yet. … Ground was broken for the Poland Catholic Church last Saturday and on 

Sunday ground was consecrated by the Polish priest. There ceremonies were quite impressive and were 



witnessed by quite a number of citizens. We learn the work will be pushed through as fast as possible.) 

business history 

April 12, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Judge Myers has bought the house and four lots of Mrs. J. Lounsberry 

situated at the east end of Water Street. Price $900. … RC Treat is building a tight board fence around 

his block that uses up 6,000 feet of lumber.) business history 

April 26, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Locals bust up bar of Mr. Reich on west side.) business history 

May 3, 1923 – Files of 1871 (SM Eggleston has sold his old store room to Mr. Clark of Chicago for 

$1,320.) business history 

 

May 10, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Hiram Scovil has commenced a building on his farm just south of Swanke’s 

shop for a distillery. It is of stone and the first story is nearly up. … W.J. Frank elected school clerk. … E.D. 

Morse is about to open a restaurant on Treat’s corner. … Frank & Hubbard are putting up three shanties 

on the railroad to board 120 men. … W.F. Scovel’s new cider mill has capacity of from six to eight barrels 

a day. Mr. Scovel is selling cider at 15 cents per gallon by the barrel. … The huckleberry trade of this 

village up to Friday noon, the 4th of August, amounted to 484 bushels, bought mostly at 5 cents per 

quart. … From the present appearance we can see no reason why Princeton and Dartford will not 

become railroad towns. Such in fact is promised. Our people have done what they could to assist; the 

aid has been guaranteed on the entire line west of Fond du Lac to the Fox river. The attorney for the 

road, Mr. Bentley, was here on Thursday evening and left on Friday, satisfied with our aid, and firm in 

the faith that the road would be pushed through at once.) business factory history 

 

May 17, 1923 - Files of 1871 (The hotel, we learn, will after the advent of the new landlord, be styled the 

American House. … Our friend and townsman E.D. Morse has opened a restaurant in the corner rooms 

just west of the hotel, known as Treat’s old stand. Elmer will keep a first-class institution. He has fitted 

up in good style and proposes to keep a nice, clean place, where ladies and gentlemen may lunch on 

oysters, pigs feet, canned fruits and confectionary, cakes, coffee, etc. … Railroad: The work of grading is 

going on steadily, the grade across the march in the north part of the village is being raised about five 

feet and will be completed this week. A large force of men are at work on the first six miles from the 

river, and we understand large gangs of men are at work all along the line to Fond du Lac.) business 

history 

 

-- 

 

January-February 1871 papers not on microfilm. 

 

April 15, 1871 – Polish church lots are being substantially fenced.  Catholic 

 



15 - Weston slightly damaged when blown into Hubbard’s dock. 

 

15 - Stevens & Bentley? business 

 

15 - Long paragraph about trees. improvement 

 

April 22, 1871 – Treat building new fence.  

 

22 - People took Weston to Berlin for musical soiree. entertainment 

 

22 - Town liquor license reduced to $20. politics 

 

April 29, 1871 – Highway tax in town is 5 mills on the dollar. roads 

 

29 - Paper can do job work in English or German. business 

 

May 13, 1871 – Catholic church breaks ground. Road north of Princeton. 

 

May 20, 1871 – Catholic church laying stone.  

 

20 - Fire warning.  

 

20 - Second Catholic church being built.  

 

20 - Money raised for railroad; no amount stated.  

 

May 27, 1871 – JW Chase pump factory.  

 

June 3, 1871 – More on Catholic church; walls at 6 feet.  



 

3 - Railroad note Princeton from Winneconne.  

 

3 - Street commissioner doing good job. Improvement 

 

3 - Teske Bros barter. business 

 

June 17, 1871 – Steamer brings pilgrims to St. Marie. Catholic 

 

June 17, 1871 - Catholic church news. 

 

June 24, 1871 – No acceptable propositions made by any town to host fair. entertainment 

 

24 - Swanke church contract. Catholic 

 

24 - Pump factory. 

 

July 1, 1871 – Montello came up river with balance of lumber for west side church. Walls on east side 

church nearly completed. Catholic 

 

1 - Billiard tables in Demell block. Business 

 

1 - Princeton school exams. 

 

Unknown – Distillery is south of Swanke’s shop. factory 

 

July 8, 1871 – Railroad engineers surveying. 

8 - Fast horses CW Loomis’ Princeton and C.W. Westbrook’s Billy Mason. sports 

 



8 - Ku Klux Klan baseball team. sports 

 

July 15, 1871 – Railroad land prices. 

 

July 22, 1871 – Princeton Quadrille Band. entertainment 

 

22 - West side church raised. Walls east side church completed. Catholic 

 

July 29, 1871 – West side church enclosed and roof on. We understand an addition is to be built on the 

back end of the church for vestry. … Man falls, dies building church. Catholic 

 

29 - The Yunker brothers have added a scouring apparatus and will make other improvements at the 

foundry. Factory 

 

Aug. 5, 1871 – Treat cranberries. 

 

Aug. 12, 1871 – Water street business improvements. 

 

Aug. 26, 1871 – Claying roads. … Mr. Snyder (Schneider) owns Jarvis House. business 

 

Sept. 9, 1871 – Shaw obit. … Railroad. … Church roof. … Distillery. Factory Catholic 

 

Sept. 16, 1871 – Railroad. … Thiel block. … Teske’s store. business 

 

Sept. 23, 1871 – Treat railroad job. Morse restaurant.  business 

 

Sept. 30, 1871 – Normal School in Princeton. … Teske Bros. just west of Luce’s block. … American House 

new owner. … Railroad shanty towns. … business 

 

Oct. 14, 1871 – Normal Institute. school 



 

Oct. 21, 1871 – Peshtigo fire. … Gottlieb Luedtke setting up wagon shop on Water Street. Business 

factory 

 

Oct. 28, 1871 – Streets. … Women vote suffrage. … Temperance. … Churches. West side church nearly 

complete. Easts side church, St. Stan, parsonage. Catholic 

 

Nov. 4, 1871 – Railroad track sinking. … Women vote. suffrage 

 

Nov. 11, 1871 – Congregational church upgrade. … Over 30 buildings put up over last 90 days. … Railroad 

effect. .. improvement 

 

Nov. 25, 1871 – Mrs. Joseph Yunker dies. factory 

 

Dec. 2, 1871 – Railroad. It takes 3,500 tons of iron to iron the track from Fond du Lac to Princeton.  

 

Dec. 9, 1871 – Telegraph. … Hay scales. … Railroad to Grand Rapids. … West side church completed. Cost 

$3,000. Note from Andros. Barthol. Catholic 

 

Dec. 16, 1871 – Railroad. … Teske and Yahr warehouse for pork. business 

 

Dec. 23, 1871 – Bad Weather.  … J.H. Treat. Cranberries, Jackson County. … Treat getting contracts for 

grading railroad in Fond du Lac. 

 

1872 

June 7, 1923 – Files of 1872 (The building next door west of Luce’s block is to be moved next week in 

order to make room for the new building which Teske Bros. propose to erect. … This new building is to 

be finished in front like the Thiel and Luce block, but will be 100 feet long, making the largest business 

building in the village. … They will commence laying stone on their new block today or Monday. Business 

history 

 



May 25, 1872 … Background on Richard Mueller – Richard has been absent some time in Neenah with 

Mr. Hinman’s stock of goods, but we learn now he goes into an old established Oshkosh house. Richard 

is one of our brightest young men and bound to succeed. …  

May 25, 1872 - Fred Otto has opened a meat market in the east room of C.W. Loomis block on Water 

Street.) business history 

 

June 14, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Wm Worm is laying the foundation for a building to be used as a sales 

room and work shop for his merchant tailoring business. … Green bridge and lumber briefs.) business 

history 

 

June 21, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Three regular grain buyers – F.T. Yahr, T.J. Chittenden & Son, and Green & 

Wilde.) business history 

 

June 28, 1923 – Correspondence page. Reprint of Ten lives lost in Green Lake from Republic files of 

1873. Jumps to Sand Burrs page. history 

 

July 5, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Dr. DeVoe and P.W. Jackson have opened a new drug store in Hubbard’s 

block, opposite the hotel. … Julius Manthey has removed his tailoring business to the shop of J. Wm. 

Worm next door west of Wilde’s store. … Teske Bros. new store is nearly ready for the paint man. They 

expect to get into their new room in time for the holiday trade. …We learn the liquor license of C. Neidt, 

of this village, will be taken from him by the town board to put a stop to the frequent rows in that hole 

in the wall.) business history 

 

July 12, 1923 – Files of 1872 (H. McIntyre does horse shoeing.) business history 

 

July 26, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Dr. I.W. DeVoe back in town) business health history 

 

Aug. 2, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Nov. 27 Ettie Myers marries G.W. Whittemore. … First regular passenger 

train came into our town on Monday, May 22, 1872, at nine o’clock in the evening.) railroad history 

 

Aug. 9, 1923 – Files of 1872 (D.M. Green, R.R. Director, and our Junior, A.E. Thompson, were in 

Marquette county this week posting propositions for R.R. aid from that county. The aid asked is 3.5 

percent on the assessment and is for extension of the Sheboygan & Fox River R.R. to Portage city and 

Grand Rapids.) railroad history 



 

Aug. 16, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Another fight at Niedt saloon. … Turntable, situated about one half mile 

east of the river, is partially completed. A side track connecting it to the main line is being laid. We had 

the pleasure of purchasing the first ticket sold at Green Lake Station for Princeton. We paid the regular 

50 cents stamp for it, only a little over five cents a mile. Distance is nine and three-tenths mile.) business 

history 

 

Aug. 23, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Princeton Flouring Mill, John Weiss and J.C. Lemke, proprietors is doing a 

splendid business. … F.A. Wilde – drug store.)  business history 

 

Aug. 30, 1923 – Files of 1872 (RR will erect large grain elevator on the banks of the river in time for fall 

trade.) business history 

 

-- 

-- 

 

Dec. 14, 1872 – “The carpenters have completed the store room in Teske Brothers new block. It is one of 

the finest rooms in the county.” 

 

June 24, 1871 – ad. W.J. Rawson, harness maker, is in Hubbard block. … Carriage trimmer and harness 

maker Theodore Stater is in “The New Block.” 

 

August 12, 1871 – L. Fisher in Luce block. Wide range of staple dry goods, clothing, fancy groceries. But 

not a restaurant. … Louis Bauman, general hardware, stoves, etc. next door west of David Messing’s 

furniture store. … D.T. Andrews meat market under the Republic office. … JB Radway’s art gallery first 

door east of Jarvis House. … March 16, 1872 – Republic in second floor of Luce building … March 23, 

1872 – The Bargain Store is located across from Cooke’s hotel, L.D. Hopkins in charge. … WJ Frank in 

Thiel’s block. … March 30, 1872 – Calvin Jones has new restaurant in Williams block. … Stevens & 

Bentley selling groceries and eatables and will deliver free of charge within village limits. … The new dry 

goods store located at Princeton in November last has the appearance of a permanent institution. … Mr. 

Gardner Green expects to bring the first car load of lumber over the railroad to this place as soon as the 

iron is down. … New lot of ladies hose offered at half price, all just arrived at the new Princeton Store. … 

CW Westbrook has track at Manchester. He and C.W. Loomis open a sale and training stable there. … 

April 20 – Fred Otto has opened a meat market in the east room of C.W. Loomis’ block on Water Street. 

 



June 22, 1872 – Railroad gives notice it wants water lots 1-13. 

June 29, 1872 – Smallpox notice … Railroad seeks $50,000 in Marquette County. July 13, 1872 – Baby 

drowns in swill and smallpox followup. July 20, 1872 – First temperance case under Graham Law. July 27, 

1892 – The commissioners appointed by Justice Cole of the Supreme Court to appraise certain real 

estate in this village, needed by the S&FRR Co. for sidetracks, docks, depots, etc. awarded the damage at 

$650. This shows Princeton property to be more valuable than it was a few years ago, as most of this 

property had been sold for taxes several times within twenty years. … July 27, 1892 – Longer piece on 

smallpox. … July 27, 1892 – Longer piece on Marquette County railroad aid. … Aug. 3, 1872 – The small 

pox having subsided our business men are beginning to look for an increase in trade. … Aug. 3, 1872 – 

Mr. Wm. Worm is laying the foundation for a building to be used as a salon room and work shop for his 

merchant tailoring business. … Mr. A. Parker has barber shop in Hubbard building. … S.D. Hinman, 

formerly a resident of this village but now of Neenah, purchased the store building formerly occupied by 

the Teske Brothers. .. Aug. 10, 1872 – The foundation of the elevator for the S&F Road is about 

completed. Superintendent Smith informs us that it will be ready for business by the first of September. 

Machinery being built in Fond du Lac. … Aug. 10, 1872 – The Monthly Cattle Fair will be held at their 

yards in Princeton, the first Wednesday, being the 4th day of September. As there has been no cattle fair 

here since June 5th, it is expected to have a full opening. … Aug 17, 1872 – Wm. Worm has his new store 

up and enclosed. … Aug. 17, 1872 – F.T. Yahr is prepared to pay cash for 1,000 tons of rye straw, which 

means he will take all that is offered, and will pay cash for it. This straw is to be shipped to the Fond du 

Lac paper mill and is one of the benefits of railroad communication with our neighbors. … Aug. 24, 1872 

– Nice story on view from Bland’s Hill. … Aug. 24 1872 – R.C. Treat, original proprietor of the village of 

Princeton and who has been constant and earnest in building up the place, and is assisting every 

laudable and praiseworthy public improvement, has, we are sorry to say, determined to try his fortune 

in a new and yet undeveloped country west of the Wisconsin River. The cranberry fever has affected 

good men before, and we hope our old and tried friend may succeed in his venture. Mr. Treat has for 

the past fifteen years been engaged in the different branches of merchandising and has made many 

friends in all his intercourse with his people. He left us Wednesday of this week to chance a fortune in 

cranberries in the western part of Wood County, where he has a large amount of marsh. Very few 

citizens will be missed as much as R.C. Treat, and we are sure that not one of our citizens but unite with 

us in wishing him complete success.” … Aug. 24, 1872 – J.P. Schneider, owner of the only hotel in 

Princeton, has been overhauling the inside pretty generally, and has introduced a new method of wall 

finishing that is cheap and looks very well. It is the painting of the walls, instead of papering them. The 

various colors are used, and the representations are very good, only that the common lime finished wall 

painted in this way, shows like the body of coarse paper. It has this advantage, cleanliness and also 

disadvantage, that for outside walls, it has not the warmth of paper, and if a wall gets broken, could not 

be replaced except by having the patterns and paints at hand. However, the hotel is much improved in 

appearance, and Mr. Schneider is entitled to the credit of introducing a new and novel plan of room 

finishing in our village. … Aug. 31 1872 – It will be three or four weeks before railroad elevator ready to 

receive grain. … Aug. 31, 1872 – School meeting. F.A. Wilde elected treasurer. $100 budgeted for library. 

“A fair amount should be voted each year until we get a respectable library. … Sept. 21, 1872 – Sylvester 

Kelley has jewelry store at J.B. Radway’s art gallery. … Sept. 21, 1872 … The railroad track through this 

town has been put in splendid shape, thoroughly ballasted, side tracks completed, passenger and freight 

depot, and elevator in condition for doing business, and everything begins to look like a well equipped 

road. Although the freight business as yet is not large, still from two to three car loads of grain go out 



daily, and quite a large amount of rye straw is being pressed and shipped to Fond du Lac. … Sept. 28. 

1872 – Mr. H. Scovel is roofing his large stone building on the West Side. It has been talked for some 

time that a distillery was to be put in, but if so, the matter is kept very quiet. We have no doubt a 

distillery would do a thriving business, though the “rye” might taste old.” … Oct. 5, 1872 – Historical 

Society’s Historical Collections Vol. 6, 1869-1872 includes memories of G. DeWitt Elwood – a just tribute 

to a good man. … Oct. 12, 1872 – Charley Bentley moving to Milwaukee; Lafayette Fisher also closing his 

store. … Oct. 26, 1872 – Dr. DeVoe and P.W. Jackson opening a new drug store in Hubbard’s block. … 

Oct. 26, 1872 – Description of mail, stage line to Portage. … Nov. 2, 1872 – Julius Manthey has removed 

his tailoring business to the shop of J. Wm. Worm, next door west of Wilde’s store. business 

Nov. 2, 1872 – Teske Bros. new shoe shop in the new block is just completed and the workmen have 

taken possession. … Nov. 2, 1872 – Fish jam mill water wheel. … Nov. 23, 1872 – Teskes expect to get in 

new building in time for holiday trade. Painting now. … Nov. 23 1872 – J.D. Jarvis heads to Muscatine, 

Iowa, to open a hotel. … Nov. 23, 1872 – Jeweler S. M. Kelley moves from Radway’s to Jackson & DeVoe 

drug store, Hubbard’s corner. … Dec. 7, 1872 – George Long shop east of bridge. … Ferd. Wilde. … Dec. 7, 

1872 – Railroad building engine house in Princeton. .. Dec. 7, 1872 – Eugene Millard goes into pump 

business with J.W. Chase. … Dec. 87, 1872 – Dantz railroad fatality. … Dec. 14, 1872 – “The carpenters 

have completed the store room in Teske Brothers new block. It is one of the finest rooms in the county.” 

… IW Sherwood putting up windmill. … Dec. 21, 1872 – D.H. Waite receives watch from GOP in New 

York. … business 

 

WS Flint is state senator, goes to Madison  

 

January, 1872 

6 – Teske Bros. hauling stone for large business block to be put up this spring. 2-story, 90 or 100 feet 

long. Lower room, sales; upper, boot and shoe manufactory. building 

 

6 – J.H. Hubbard and others go to Rosendale to assist with laying of track for Sheboygan & Fond du Lac 

Railway. Right of way from Princeton to county line east nearly all paid for. railroad 

 

13 – Railroad track 4.5 miles from Ripon. 

 

27 – First passenger train reaches Ripon, begin laying track west next week. railroad 

 

27 – S.D. Hinman, was partner of Treat, moves to Neenah. business 

 



27 – Estimate 21 days to lay track from Ripon to Princeton. Ripon to Milwaukee passenger $2; Princeton 

to Milwaukee $2.50? … We know the month of March will find the construction train in our village. 

railroad 

 

February 

3 – F.T. Yahr considering putting up large stone block in spring. Building business 

 

3 – Editorial on what needs to be done after railroad. 

 

March 

9 – Editor criticizes youth who harassed Indians 

 

9 – Gardener Green’s new house raised. 

 

9 – “We are not about to tell our readers just when the iron will be laid to Princeton on the S.&F.R.R. 

We’ve told so often it wouldn’t pay.” Railroad 

 

16 – Scarlet fever deaths. health 

 

16 – S&FRR contracted to carry mail to and from Princeton March 31, 1872. railroad 

 

16 – It is Hiram Scovel. factory 

 

16 – “The people begin to look just a little frightened at the near approach of the iron horse. The 

construction train was to be at Veliet’s mill by this Wednesday night. Our people must look out for cars 

when the bell rings or the whistle sounds.” railroad 

 

23 – Gard Green building tenant houses. business 

 

23 - The iron on the S&FRR is laid to within seven miles of Princeton. railroad 



 

30 - The iron on the S&FRR is laid to within two miles of the river. Railroad 

 

30 – Schoolhouse being repaired. Sealed, painted 

 

April 

6 – “Boys who want to preserve their heads and limbs whole will keep away from the cars. railroad 

 

6 – Construction train reached the corporation limits Wednesday, the third of April. railroad 

 

6 – Track reached the river at about 2 o’clock on Thursday. The workmen were as much elated with it as 

the people of the village. General good feeling prevailed. railroad 

 

6 – Railroad engineers look at building to Portage City. Also expected to build Grand Rapids line in 

summer. 

 

6 – The construction train will be kept at work on the road from Princeton east, finishing up, ballasting, 

etc. It will take some time to get the track in good solid working order.” … Two kids  try taking ride on 

hand car resulting in ankle injury. … Depot building to go up next week. Shipped ready for putting up 

from Fond du Lac. … See ad on Page 1. … Railroad to receive two new engines, “Princeton” and “Ripon.” 

 

13 – Four deaths from measles in 10 days. Health 

 

20 – George Long has contract for opening the bridge and keeping the float and draw in good repair. 

 

27 – First boat of season. Inventory of its load. river 

 

27 – Talk about roads. 

 

27 – Grounds of school have been fenced in to protect the trees and the children’s playground. 



 

27 – The car bells ring so often and so near like fire bells that the night of the fire may set still in their 

houses thinking it was merely an engine passing. … Ten tons of goods came in on the SFRR on Monday 

morning. … Today the carpenters are busy putting in the turntable, and the depot material is here. It will 

be put up in a few days. … Regular trains expected to run to and from Princeton on Monday, April 29. 

railroad 

 

27 – Big fire. Fisher wagon shop. Inside page. 

 

May 

4 – Railroad office in Thiel block. … CB Hart appointed station agent.  

 

11 – Two-story wooden building owned by Teske Bros. has been moved off the lot, preparatory to 

commencing their new stone and brick block. The new building is to be finished in front like the Thiel 

and Luce block, but will be 100 feet long – making the largest business room in the village. Business 

 

11 – Hiram Scoville ?? on the west side is putting up a large stone building. A distillery is hinted at. … 

Other improvements mentioned include Rookery. Business 

 

11 – Foundation for depot about completed. Railroad 

 

11 – C.A. Bentley buys out interest of JP Stevens n grocery store. business 

 

11 – J.W. Chase of Princeton Pump Manufactory has contract to move old Teske store to west end of 

Water Street where it will be used for a boot and shoe manufactory. business 

 

11 – Louis Fisher received $1500 from Aetna for wagon shop fire losses. Business 

 

18 – Turntable situated about a half-mile east of the river is partially completed. A side track connecting 

it to the main line is being laid. Railroad 

 



18 – Earth taken from the excavation for new Teske basement (cellar) used for grading streets, including 

southern part of Farmers street. 

 

25 – Trains are running regularly. Going east, leaving Princeton at 5:45 a.m. (arrive Milwaukee 11:50 

a.m.), going west arriving at Princeton at 9 p.m. … Fractured knee at turntable. … “The time of 

celebrating the opening of the railroad to Princetom has probably gone by, at least we hear nothing of 

it. The unavoidable delays, consequent upon laying track in early spring may have caused its stillbirth.” … 

First regular passenger train came into our village on Monday evening at nine o’clock. railroad 

 

25 – Teske cellar is ready to commence laying stone. 

 

25 – More about roads. 

 

June 

1 – Princeton Flouring Mill 

 

1 – Editorial on village needs. 

 

1 – Railroad plans to erect freight depot, 28 x 70, next to passenger depot, storehouse and elevator for 

wheat. 

 

8 – Railroad passenger depot being painted. 

 

8 – Stages. J. Mayo’s line to Neshkoro and Wautoma, Davis line to Montello and Portage City. 

 

8 – RC Treat is selling off his stock of goods at cost. business 

 

15 – Telegraph poles being distributed along railroad. 

 

22 – Large lot of telegraph wire unloaded. … Poles going up on Friday. Battery in place and in working 

order. 



 

22 – Sheboygan brick arrives for front of Teske store. Building business 

 

29 – Princeton Brass Band and String Band. entertainment 

 

29 – Number of our citizens made trip to cranberry marshes of Jackson County this week. 

 

29 – Smallpox scare. No cases. Health. 

 

July 

 

13 – Iron columns for Teskes’ store coming from Ripon. Our foundry is not running.  

 

13. Smallpox. Martin Manthey family. Two children die. Health 

 

13 – Baby drowns in swill. Health 

 

13 – Workmen on the gravel train of the SFRR near this place struck for higher wages on Monday of last 

week. We hear that the railroad company will not concede to the demand, and the train has left for the 

present. 

 

20 – W.S. Flint, R.C. Treat and A. Nichols appointed by xxxx to appraise lands taken by railroad for depot 

grounds, warehouse, etc. 

 

20 – Teskes putting roof on new building. Business 

 

27 – Commission awards damages at $650. ??? railroad 

 

27 – Smallpox. “Pest house” will be built southeast of village limits. “We have for the past month 

suffered a stagnation of trade in consequence of this disease, and it is unfortunate that through the 



carelessness of any of our citizens, it should again brake (sic) out. … Any new cases will be sent to the 

pest house. heath 

  

27 – Railroad building side track and planning a large grain depot on bank of the river. 

 

27 – RC Treat has closed out his stock of dry goods to the Teske Bros. We hear he proposes to remove to 

his cranberry farm west of the Wisconsin River soon. business 

 

August 

3 – Railroad has large force at work building dock and elevator.  … Trains kill ox, 14 sheep. 

 

3 – Town chairman D.M. Green is getting ready a large amount of material for bridge purposes. The 

timbers of the old bridge across Fox River are well rotted out, and it is not too soon to prepare for 

rebuilding. We hope the sidewalk will also be arranged outside of the carriage way on the swing part. 

 

3 – Wm. Worm laying foundation for building. Merchant/tailor. Business 

 

10 – RC Treat goes west the last of this month. 

 

10 – Teskes’ brick front completed. Gravel, fireproof roof. Business building 

 

10 – No cattle fair June 5 – Sept. 4 (smallpox?) health 

 

17 – Light strike blew out relay in telegraph office at depot ½ mile east of station house. 2 or 3 poles 

demolished. Weather health 

 

17 – RC Treat has platted some acres of lowlands on east side of the village into small pasture lots. 

 

24 – Bland’s Hill. 

 



24 – Newton Harmon is tearing up and rebuilding the bridge across the river at this place. 

 

24 – RC Treat departs.  

 

24 – American House. “The only hotel in the village” making improvements, painting interior. Managed 

by Sheriff Cook. business 

 

31 – Yahr building warehouse near depot for wheat, produce. Business building 

 

September 

7 – House fire followed by call for fire company.  

 

21 – The bridge was not completed on account of want of plank. We learn that planks have been 

purchased and will be put down the first part of this week. The railing will also be completed. 

 

21 – Editorial about railroad. 

 

21 – 60 Princeton residents accept free trip to Sheboygan. 5-hour ride. railroad 

 

28 – Scovel roofing his large stone building on west side. Business building 

 

October 

5 – Foundry again at work. factory 

 

19 – CA Bentley closing. Business 

 

November 

December 

7 – Death of Dantz in railroad accident. Telegraph. Health. 



 

7 – Railroad building engine house. … The business of the SFRR is increasing so rapidly that the company 

are already compelled to enlarge their freight depot. 

 

7 – RC Treat selling house and lots. 

 

14 - Road to Marquette 

 

14 – Princeton pork market. Business 

 

14 – Kelley’s jewelry store on Hubbard’s corner. business 

 

14 – Long story on Dantz funeral. Health 

 

21 – L. Fisher leaves for Nashua, Iowa. 

 

21 – DH Wait receives award. 

 

21 – Pork business.  

 

28 – Roads. Plow. 

 

28 – Very cold. weather 

 

1873 

 

Sept. 13, 1923 – Files of 1873 (F.A. Wilde has a new clerk at his store just from the Fatherland. He 

performed the entire journey along (that is without friends along) though he is only 14 years old. Such a 

boy will find no great trouble to get along in the world. Mueller. Business history 

 



-- 

 

January 

4 – Railroad for December shipped 1,039,280 pounds of freight. Charges amounted to $1,535.57. 

Passenger tickets $105.75. … so much freight accumulated at the station in Princeton this week that an 

extra train was necessary to get it away. 

 

4 – New Year’s editorial about what village needs. improvements 

 

18 – “Princeton needs a bank. The large amount of produce being hauled here this winter makes this 

more apparent than ever before.” business 

 

18 – Problem with mail from east. 2-5 days for mail to go 10-15 miles. … Passengers pay $1 for roundtrip 

to Ripon, $4 to Milwaukee (good for three days) railroad 

 

18 – Teskes moved into new building. Business 

 

18 – AW Pettibone opening store in Princeton in Luce’s block vacated by L. Fisher. (Lafayette?)  

 

February 

1 – Discussion of poor farm. 

 

1 – Train runs off track and crashes into river. No injuries. … Story about engineer Wood freezing his 

feet. … railroad 

 

8 – More on accident. Engine that ran off the track Saturday back on track Thursday. “Looked like it had 

been in the hands of the Rebs during war times. It will have a rest for a few weeks in the repair shop.” 

Railroad 

 

15 – More on accident? (note might refer to 8th.) railroad 

 



22 – J.P. Schneider is having a large amount of stone corded up at the hotel. A large three-story addition 

is talked of. business 

 

March  

1 – Commentary about Indians being lazy, dirty.  

 

1 – Fire at former Teske building that had been moved to river bank west of Green elevator. … Wagon 

shop of Gottlieb Luedtke catches fire, especially roof. … Fire next caught the blacksmith shop, but main 

shop was saved. The loss for the Teske building is about $500, probably $600 on wagon shop, and $200 

on stock, while Tagatz’s shop was damaged about $100. Business building 

 

8 – Railroad shipping figures. 

 

8 – H.H. Harmon manufacturing furniture on west side. (what happened to Longs’ chair and cabinet 

factory?) business 

 

15 – Gottlieb Luedtke bought large amount of building stone to put up large shop in spring. Business 

factory 

 

22 – LL Anjer is building the new float to the bridge crossing the river. 

 

22 – “Pathmasters” 

 

29 – Questions about what is doing at foundry. Factory 

 

29 – “Shall the park (triangle) be fixed up this spring? It has been used for cattle fair grounds for two 

years. The fence is mostly demolished, wood and stone are piled and corded on every side, and it, at 

present, looks more like a market square than a village park. It should be seeded down to clover or some 

better variety of grass, the trees pruned and righted up, and the fences rebuilt.”  improvement 

 

April 

5 – Wicks & Yahr will open a hardware store in a few weeks. business 



 

5 – Note about ice boat. sports 

 

5 – Float for bridge being built as weather allows.  

 

5 – Work resumed on Polish Catholic church in East Princeton. St. Stan’s 

 

12 – New float completed and will be put in place. Bridge. 

 

12 – Local angle to the boat Atlantic’s disaster. health 

 

19 – Mention of “Ranche” lawsuit. 

 

19 – Hitching posts are coming into vogue on Water Street. Improvements 

 

19 – The Polish Catholic church on the east side of the river is being put in better shape, as far as looks 

are concerned at least. The cornice has been put up, the cross on top, new doors added, and the 

woodwork is painted. 

 

19 – On the west end of Water Street, Luedtke is at work on the foundation of his wagon shop, which he 

will rebuild much larger than the one burned down some two months ago. 

 

May 

3 – Gottlieb Luedtke building a two-story stone shop, 35x65 feet, for wagon making. Business factory 

 

3 – The primary department has been dismissed on two days this week because the house smoked too 

bad to keep the little folks in. school 

 

24 – FT Yahr building a small house. 

 



31 – Boy drowns in mill ditch. health 

 

June 

28 – Mr. Rich has frame for new building on Water Street up. WHERE? 

1873 

 

28 – E.D. Morse at the old Treat corner. Ice cream. 

28 – JP Schneider is piling up a large lot of lumber near the hotel here to be used in building an addition.  

Business 

 

28 – Explains how trains operate, switch tracks, etc. railroad. 

 

July  

5 – Circus accident. Bleachers collapse. Description of circus. Entertainment 

12 – Israel Wood, who froze his feet, returns to work at railroad. 

July 12, 1873 – “The citizens of Berlin, Dartford and Princeton together with almost the entire 

community in their vicinities, showed a most laudable spirit of true humanity in their efforts to alleviate 

the affliction of those sorrowing for loved ones lost in that sad calamity on Green Lake on the Fourth. 

Everyone seemed activated by a desire to do their whole duty, and all have the heartfelt thanks of the 

seven families whose hearts are so heavily burdened by that sudden visitation of death.” 

12 – Herman Stater first door east of brick block. Carriage trimming, harnesses. business 

12 – Hotel changing hands with FW Cooke (or Cook?) retiring after 6.5 years of service. Mr. JP Schneider, 

the owner, taking possession. New furniture unloaded. Business 

July 12, 1873 – The new house of Mr. Rich, on Water Street, is fast approaching completion, and the 

stonework on Luedtke’s shop is well along. We learn that Mr. A. Wilkins and a gentleman from Montello 

will erect a building on Water Street, near Williams’, to be used for a billiard saloon. WHERE WAS 

WILKINS? business 

12 – Note about Green Lake boating accident that killed several people with Princeton ties. MC Russell. 

Health 

12 – New millinery shop in Thiel’s block east of Pettibone’s. business 

12 – Train kills 50 sheep. 

July 12, 1873 – Princeton is to have another restaurant. Jay Bentley will open in the east room of 

Demell’s block. business 



 

August 

9 – N. Harmon has Kettlogg ??? building up and nearly enclosed. 

 

9 – Wisconsin Midland Railroad committee formed: A.E. Thompson, F.T. Yahr and F.W. Cooke. 

 

16 – Obits from Green Lake boating accident. Health 

 

16 – Yunker Brothers building addition to foundry in which they contemplate putting in turning lathe. 

factory 

 

23 – Princeton brewery changes hands. Mr. West selling to a Portage City man. factory 

 

23 – Capt. J.H. Hubbard preparing to open boarding house.  business 

 

23 – Little boy hit by train might die. health 

 

August 30, 1873 – Wilkins and Rouse laid foundation for their building. 

 

30 – Roof on Luedtke’s wagon shop. Business building 

 

30 – Dedication of St. John’s Catholic. 

 

30 – School year info. 33 weeks of school. 

 

30 – RC Treat visits. 

 

September 

6 – Debate about fence around triangle. 



 

6 – Post office moved into front part of Radway’s building, first door east of American House. 

 

Sept. 6, 1873 – P. Wicks putting up new building beside Wilkens and Rouse building. 

 

13 – The village park having been recently fenced, the German cattle fair will need to be held in a new 

place. It seems to us that those in the village who receive benefit from the fairs arrange some place to 

hold the fair. 

 

October 

Oct. 18, 1873 – Barber shop. In Hubbard’s block opposite the hotel. Herman Megow has opened a 

barber shop on Water Street opposite the hotel, where he may be found at all reasonable hours ready 

to do his duty in his profession. (Ad running since at least August) 

November 

1 – Need larger school. 

 

8 – Addition to east side of brewery. factory 

 

15 – H.H. Harmon opens furniture shop across from post office. business 

 

22 – A fire company was organized in this place last Saturday. We don’t know yet if we will have a fire 

engine or hook and ladder. 

 

22 – Capt. J.H. Hubbard opens his new hotel next Monday. … Mr. Hubbard has the most comfortable 

and best built barns in the place. This is a great consideration to those travelers who care anything 

about the comfort of their horses.” 

 

22 – Princeton Turners party at Thiel Hall. 

 

29 – Thomas Barthol brings large piece of copper found on his farm.  

 



29 – White beans. Over 4,000 bushels shipped. business 

 

29 – CW Loomis has trotter named Princeton Boy. sports 

 

29 – Princeton Grange meets Saturday mornings. 

 

December 

5 – Live hogs shipped. business 

 

19 – Town pays first installment to railroad. $1000 plus $700 interest. 

 

19 – F.T. Yahr making preparations to erect a large and fine stone and brick block on Water Street next 

season. Business building 

 

26 – Pork and rye. Business 

 

26 – Engineer Israel Wood leaves. “Israel has become one of the best boys that ever ran a train into 

Princeton, and very many of his friends will miss his genial presence.” railroad 

 

1874 

Sept. 20, 1923 – Files of 1874. (SM Eggleston has sold out his stock at the feed store to Mr. H. Dantz. … 

F.W. Cook, while performing duties of fire warden, also took notes that indicate Princeton has 186 

residence, 64 business houses, five churches and one school house. There are 207 families. Population 

estimated at 1,035.) business history 

 

Sept. 27, 1923 – Files of 1874 (There is talk of holding the monthly fair on the west side of the river in 

the future. There is one saloon keeper, Glentz, on the west side, who thinks he does not get a fair share 

of the custom on fair days. The change seems to be for the purpose of giving him a benefit.) cattle fair 

history 

 



Oct. 4, 1923 – Files of 1874 (A gentleman form Mayville is looking to start a tannery. He thinks the old 

machine shop on the west side is just the place. … D.M. Green is school director and town chairman.) 

business history 

 

Oct. 11, 1923 – Files of 1874 (E.M. Parsons has sold out his residence and jewelry store to E.D. Morse on 

Water Street.) business history 

 

Oct. 18, 1923 – Files of 1874 (H.H. Harmon has some nice suits of parlor and bedroom furniture at his 

store in Demell’s block. … Assessor. Wheat, 2,874 acres, oats 372, corn 1,167, rye 884 and hops 8.) 

history 

 

Oct. 25, 1923 – Files of 1874. (E.D. Morse has purchased the property known as Treat’s corner and is 

putting it in better shape. … When the veranda is put on the Hubbard House and the painting is 

completed the outside appearance will be so much improved that strangers will not know the place.) 

history 

 

Nov. 1, 1923 – Files of 1874 (New hardware store west end of Water Street, first door west of D. 

Messing’s furniture rooms. C. G. Schmudlach.) history 

 

Dec. 6, 1923 – Files of 1874. (We were this week at the hardware store of F.T. Yahr & Co. shown a pure 

piece of copper ore weighing 70 pounds. Thomas Bartol picked it up on his farm two miles west of this 

village.) history 

 

-- 

 

January 1874 

31 – Bartol brothers stabbing at wedding. crime 

 

31 – Foundry about to change hands. factory  

 

February 1874 

7 – Rev. W.M. Richards has started new paper in Ripon, the Commonwealth. congregational 

 



14 – School board decides not to build new school. “If our citizens can stand the pressure of getting 

along with school room for, at most, 120 children, where they have over 300 that ought to attend school 

every day, we can. … would’ve cost a few hundred dollars and accommodate about 50 kids. … “There 

are those in every community who care very little for education. “They’ve never had much and have 

managed to get along very well.: We shall soon be obliged to build, and we hope the people will look the 

matter over considerably and do what is for the best interests of the children.” 

 

21 – There is talk of holding the monthly cattle fair on the west side of the river in the future. 

 

21 – Actress? Victoria Woodhull in town. Sleight ride Portage to Omro. entertainment 

 

28 – First Old Settlers meeting. Over 100 people. Organized Princeton Pioneer Club. A.G. Hopkins, 

president.  history 

 

28 – Grangers meet every Saturday in Demell’s hall. politics 

 

March 1874 

7 – Cattle Fair held on west side. More than usual amount of drunkenness. “Towards night several fights 

occurred, eyes were blackened, noses punched out of shape, thumbs bitten badly, and a general 

carnival was in order.” 

 

7 – List of Pioneers Club. History 

March 14, 1874 – Barber Shop. Having removed by shop to the west room of the Williams Block, on 

Water Street, I will be ready at all reasonable hours to duty in my profession. Shaving and hair cut to 

order. Next! Herman Megow 

 

14 – Smallpox – one case health 

 

21 – Notice of bridge letting elsewhere in paper. ... County road to Berlin … Road to Marquette across 

marsh being studied by county board. 

 

21 – Smallpox death. Mortimer Dantz, 21. Same family as railroad death one year earlier. 

 



April 1874 

4 – Teske Bros. and J. Luce block separated by stairway 

 

4 – J. Wm. Worm selling out, moving to New York. (later corrected) 

 

11 – Reference to Potter Law. RR says unconstitutional. 

 

11 – Worm selling property known as Boylan’s Corner. 

 

11 – L. Kunz of Mayville in town making arrangements to start a tannery here. Next week he’s sick. 

factory 

 

25 – Perry Hodge buys Jarvis House to use as home. 

 

25 – Teske Bros. building two-story building on Main Street  just east of the depot, which we understand 

will be used as a German school for a time.   

 

25 – WS Flint selling a good many lots on the west side. business 

 

May 1874 

2 – Pettibone store moves one door east to Thiel block. Business 

 

9 – Ludtke Bros. move into Luce’s block. Business 

 

9 – School update. We believe that the school would be greatly benefited if the board would adopt a 

course of studies to be taught. … There should soon be another department created. 115 kids too many 

for two teachers. 

 

9 – German school house soon ready for occupancy. 

 



9 – Gov. proclamation on railroad 

 

16 – C.W. Loomis (Charley) trades house for land in Iowa. C.E. Westbrook already in Kansas. 

 

16 – Last Saturday the corner stone for the new improvement of the Hubbard House was laid. The genial 

proprietor proposes uniting his two buildings in one, this affording him a large house for hotel purposes. 

business 

 

23 – Tannery coming. Lumber, vats coming. … sounds like new building rather than old machine shop. 

factory 

 

23 – County Board Oks road from Root’s to Berlin via the Kissam place. 

 

23 – German school opened in building completed by Teskes 

 

23 – Teskes buy the entire block north of Capt. Russell’s property. Fenced it in. 

 

23 – Polish church Catholic in East Princeton is being fixed up in much better style, buy putting in a 

gallery, plastering and painting 

 

30 – Ed Morse encloses Treat’s Corner and is putting it in better shape. business 

 

June 1874 

6 – CW Loomis (Charlie) moves to Ripon 

 

13 – Tannery building progressing. Mr. Kunz. factory 

 

13 – Hear Mr. Warnke moving store to west side. business 

 

13 – George Parker store in Eggleston building. business 



 

13 – H.H. Harmon is making furniture in Demell’s block. business 

 

13 – Herman Slater closed out harness business to Teskes. Will take charge of shop on second floor for 

Teskes. 

 

20 – Barthol – young shoplifter. crime 

 

20 – f.T. Yahr fitting up the finest rooms in Princeton in the new part built onto his residence. 

 

20 – New tannery almost updated and vats will be ready for use. factory 

 

27 – The two harness shps run by W.J. Rawson and Herman Slater have been consolidated into Union 

Harness Shop. business  

 

27 – Frank Rozek fire. 

 

July 1874 

4 – Treat’s Hog Island Ranche 

 

4 – Princeton finally got a heavy start toward a hook and ladder company. President Yahr recently 

bought it in Milwaukee. Now let a fire dare to start and Capt. Hubbard will run that ladder wagon over 

to it in a hurry.”  

 

August 1874 

 

4 – Hubbard House addition nearly completed business 

 

4 – JP Schneider new splendid washroom with marble stands and basins. business 

 



11 – New tannery in operation. factory 

 

11 – Turners have 4th of July picnic. The society is new, having only been organized three or four weeks, 

but Mr. Kunz, the captain, is thoroughly posted in the business and has half a dozen young men who 

have had considerable experience. We hear they intend to rent a hall for the present but will as soon as 

possible build a good hall. 

 

11 – Improvements at mill. factory 

 

11 – E.M. Parsons has sold his residence and jewelry store building to E.D. Morse on Water Street. 

business 

 

11 – Schmudlock Hardware Store. West end of Water Street. Next to D. Messing furniture room. 

(southwest corner Pearl and Water) business 

 

18 – Methodist church can’t afford minister. 

 

August 1874 

15 – JB Hubbard plans grand opening and harvest dance. business 

 

22 – Barber in Jackson’s block. business 

 

22 – We hear that the old house at the Big Spring in St. Marie being about three miles northeast of this 

village, was burned one day last week. The principal lost of interest connected with it is the removal of 

an old landmark, as it is one of the first buildings erected in the county. 

 

29 – The Princeton Mill is now at full blast with three new wheels, new smutter. factory 

 

29 – Note about Cattle Fair location. Talk of purchasing a site. 

 

September 1874 



5 – Turner had a gala day. … They picnicked in the afternoon in the grove just south of the village, where 

we are informed after considerable hard work at turning they partook at a bounteous repast, to which 

all spectators were invited. … Altogether the day was made very enjoyable to those who love such sport. 

The Princeton Turners are now fully inaugurated and will be, henceforth, one of the institutions of the 

burg.” German 

 

5 – Annual school meeting, Aug. 31. Gustave Teske elected clerk and a tax of $200 voted. It was also 

agreed to have eight months school. 

 

5 – The monthly cattle fair, on Wednesday, was largely attended. It is claimed by many to have been the 

largest ever held in Princeton and attended by more people than ever attend a county fair in this city. 

 

12 – Black Hills gold. 

 

12 – HH Hopkins closes out his stock of hardware to Yahr & Schaal. business 

 

19 – Suggests cattle fair at old fairground. New fence on east. 

 

19 – HH Harmon furniture in Demell’s block, east room. business 

 

26 – Geo. Parker going out of business. Old stone building? 

 

October 1874 

3 – Mrs. Z. Fisher has opened a bakery opposite the brewery. business 

 

3 – RLD Potter of Waushara County. Potter Law. State senator. Republican. Politics. 

 

10 – Street commissioner Chris Piper fencing at old fairground, cover sand with straw and mulch, 

preparing for cattle fair. Several farmers helped, town and village officials donated lumber. Trees 

planted next spring. 

 

24 – FW Cooke running for sheriff as independent vs D.M. Green, Republican. 



 

31 – Engineers doing government survey of Fox River. 

 

November 1874 

14 – Thursday evening the ladies of Princeton to the number of about 15 more or less started out to visit 

saloons and drug stores, and to talk to the proprietors about selling whiskey and beer.  … long story … 

The Crusade in Princeton 

 

21 – Kerosene at 20 cents per gallon. 

 

21 – Letter from Temperance League. 

 

December 1874 

12 – Our mill has just been thoroughly repaired throughout and is in better condition than ever before, 

and we can to better work and get it out quicker so customers will not have to wait very long for 

grinding. – J.C. Weiss 

 

19 – FT Yahr is making preparations to erect a large and fine stone and brick blovk on Water Street next 

season 

 

26 – Israel Woods leaves railroad. 

 

1875 

 

Jan. 3, 1924 – Files of 1875. (F.A. Wilde has sold his drug business to Messrs. R. And G.A. Mueller. Sale to 

go into effect the middle of May.) business history 

 

Jan. 17, 1924 – Files of 1875 (Description of Mueller Bros. store) business history 

 

Feb. 7, 1924 – Files of 1875 (From present appearances we are to have a full field of grain buyers this 

fall. No less than four companies are already arranged, as we hear to wit: F.A. Wilde, F.T. Yahr, Myers & 

Briggs, and Chittenden & Morse.) business history 



 

Feb. 14, 1924 – Files of 1875. (S. Fairweather, who has acted as station agent here for the past three 

years, has resigned the position to go into the lumber trade, and as a beginning has bought out F.T. 

Yahr’s lumber yard at the depot.) business history 

 

July 3, 1875 – We understand a new store to be opening in Luce’s block as soon as Luedtke Bros. get 

their stock moved out. … business history 

 

July 3, 1875 – The Luedtke Bros have purchased the store building of G. Green, occupied by the Mueller 

Bros, and will move into their new quarters on Monday next. The Mueller Bros. will the occupy the other 

side of their drug store. Business history 

 

-- 

 

January 

16 – Coldest since 1864. 

 

23 – Germania has kerosene street lights. 

 

30 – Chairman of Town Board, August Swanke, forwarded by express on Wednesday funds to pay the 

first installment of Princeton’s railroad bonds and the last six months’ interest. It amounted to $4,420. 

 

February 

6 – No cattle fair on Wednesday owing to the storm. This is the first failure since it was organized over 

five years ago. 

 

6 – Princeton Pioneers Festival – supper including team to hay and stabling, $1.00 per couple. 

entertainment 

13 – “The coldest weather ever known in this county since its settlement was experienced the fore part 

of this week. … Has our planet taken a jump toward the north pole? - 43 below. Mercury congealed for 

several hours “spirit thermometer” health 

27 – It is claimed by teamsters snow is 3 feet deep. health 



March 

13 – Stimson has a corn planter. progress 

20 – Carpenters raising the roof of Thiel block. Had been unsafe. business 

27 – Another Bartol thief. crime 

April 

3 – Parker not closing. business 

 

10 – Village board election – no more than six saloons, with no more than five on east side. $55 licenses 

(4 Germans and one American) business 

10 – HH Hopkins going to Nashua, Iowa. business 

 

17 – Town Clerk A.H. Myers has written to the attorney general Sloan for his opinion as to whether the 

town board of Princeton can control the liquor licenses. 

 

24 – Pettibone closing store in Princeton. business 

 

24 – Town Board determined to grant licenses to saloons in the village for $50. … The Village Board 

thinks they have the right to control the liquor licenses and it is evident the matter will have to 

adjudicated in the courts.” 

 

24 – CW Loomis taking five horses to River Falls, Pierce County, where he has rented the driving park 

with a good mile track for the season. sports 

 

24 – George Parker moving to Pettibone spot in the Thiel block. business 

 

May 

1 – Business has opened in the Princeton Driving Park. Fence repaired. sports 

 

1 – Why not light the streets of Princeton with oil lamps at night? A few lamps could be arranged as to 

be of great convenience to our citizens at especially convenient to strangers. … The expense would be 

trifling compared with the utility.” improvement 



 

1 – Demell’s addition - residential 

 

1 – FT Yahr has commenced excavating for his brick building. business 

 

8 – Village board will prosecute all saloonists who are selling liquor without a village license. A. Wilkins 

was the first one arrested. Village Justice E. Harroun. J.M. Fish for the village. S.A. Pease and A.H. Myers 

for the defendant. 

 

May 8, 1875 – G. Green putting up a small residence, making five in Green’s row. 

 

15 – The improvement of the Fox River, although so long delayed, seems now to be one of the things at 

last talked of as liable to dawn upon us at no distant day The Milwaukee Sentinel published a notice to 

contractors inviting proposals to build five lokcs (Little Chute, Berlin, White River, Princeton, Grand 

River) and bids to be in by June 8th. 

 

15 – District attorney M.L. Kimball was in Princeton on Friday to prosecute Fred Middlestadt for selling 

intoxicating liquor without first obtaining a license from the town supervisors. … Editorial on liquor 

license debate. 

 

15 – Photographs. Leroy Parkinson. Radway block. business 

 

15 – Threshing machine note. progress 

22 – Circus in town. Locals get fleeced.  entertainment 

 

22 – FT Yahr has commenced laying stone for the foundation of his new block. The building is to be 

finished with a substantial vault and banking office.  business 

 

22 – A. Wilkins and A. Eygabroad have rented the Hubbard House and take possession May 24. business 

 

29 – Washington Monument being built for centennial. 

 



29 – Mueller Brothers bought out F.A. Wilde – drugs, groceries – business 

 

29 – “Music hath charms, as we are all well advised by the singing of a portion of the Turners as night 

approaches. Every afternoon as the time of quitting work draws near, Teskes’ Turners break out in 

strains of sweetness that completely entrances our printers, and all hands are happy.” german 

 

29 – Chivelrie is the game now in vogue in Princeton. 

 

29 – Engineers in charge of the river improvement have been busy the past week locating the locks at 

Princeton and White River … lock located about one mile above the village. … to be built of cut stone … 

work to begin this season. 

 

June 

5 – Princeton Mill reaches settlement with Germania Mill over water. Princeton mill gets to use all the 

water it needs. “With the full supply of water I can now keep up my grinding and do better work than 

heretofore It was impossible to do good work at all times with the short supply of water, as the 

machinery at the mill could not run at a regular rate of speed. This is now past.” factory 

 

5 – Montello Circuit Court. Germania v Princeton water suit. 4 suits. Germania Mill Co. claimed damages. 

The settlement leaves the Princeton mill dam at its present height and guarantees the mill owners the 

right to maintain the water at its present height above the dam. factory 

 

5 – Baseball article. Montello wins 52-27. sports 

 

12 – Chris Piper has been making a very fine piece of road east of Princeton towards Dartford. There has 

always been a sturdy piece of road and it’s now clayed over the worst of it. 

 

12 – Maj. Houston opened bids in Milwaukee on Tuesday for building the several locks on the Fox River. 

CC Barker & Sons of Syracuse, NY, low bidder. $21,640 for Princeton lock. Over dozen bids for each lock. 

 

12 – New bakery on Water Street. Williams building. Mr. Hennig. business 

June 12, 1875 – Gardner Green is soon to be a well stocked lumber yard. business 

 



12 – Liquor cases in circuit court all dismissed on the informality of the complaint. It was agreed 

afterwards to make up a case for trial in this court to establish the point as to which corporation – the 

town or village – has the right to grant licenses to sell spirituous or intoxicating liquors. 

 

12 – The action of the town board in contesting the right of the village board to grant licenses to sell 

intoxicating liquors, has already cost the town of Princeton about $150 and the county of Green Lake 

about $75. 

 

19 – Baseball. Princeton 34, Modocs 20. Third game planned.  sports 

 

26 – Baseball article. Foresters.  … Sunday baseball ban … sports 

 

26 – Yahr block ready for second set of joists. Top and floor of the vault are each cut stone, seven or 

eight feet square and about eight inches thick. … Commenced brick work on front of his store block. 

business 

 

July 

3 – Montello stage route has gone into the hands of Wilkins & Eygabroad, of the Hubbard House, to 

Germania and back daily. Mail route – Princeton to Wautoma via Neshkoro M-W-F roundtrip. Wm. J. 

Frank is the carrier. Will use a two-horse hack.  

 

3 – Dog fight, over 100 men and boys. crime 

 

3 – Population figures 

 

3 – Hermann Stempel establishes school in Swanke’s block over Warnke’s store, will teach in German 

and English.  

 

3 – Ludtke Bros. have purchased the store of G. Green occupied by the Mueller Bros., moving out of 

Luce’s block? business 

  

3 – baseball Princeton 19, Marquette 16; Princeton 33, Montello 27 sports 



 

3 – Commissioners trying to solve question of values of certain marsh lands for lock purposes.  

 

10 – The village authorities are building a room for the village fire apparatus, adjoining the livery of 

Jackson and Merrill. improvement 

 

10 – The idea of dispensing with the cattle fair for the months of July and August each year is played out, 

is the Germans believe in doing things thoroughly, and are abundantly blessed with the gift of 

continuance.” 

 

17 – Mason work on Yahr building is done. business 

 

17 – Lock to be completed by July 1, 1876, for the centennial. 

 

17 – Baseball “nuisance” sports 

 

24 – CW “Charley” Loomis moving to River Falls 

 

24 – Doors for Yahr vault received. business 

 

24 – Talk of German newspaper. 

 

24 – Baseball vs. Berlin. Funny line about the umpire. sports 

 

31 – More baseball. Last game of season. Sports 

 

August 7:15 a.m. 

7 – A fine new bell has been placed in the belfry of the German Lutheran Church in this village this week. 

 



14 – Mine host Schneider at the American House is having the name painted on the house in 2 ½-foot 

letters. The only “American” house in the city, Schneider says. business 

 

21 – Green Lake County Normal will be held in Princeton this fall. Six weeks beginning Sept. 14. school 

 

21 – Work has commenced on the lock, but they seem to have considerable difficulty getting men. 

 

21 – A large safe has been placed in the vault of Yahr’s new block. business 

 

September 

4 – Work on the Princeton lock is starting slowly. At first only $1.25 per day was offered, but at present 

we hear the parties are paying $1.50 per day for laborers. Not more than 20 have been at work as yet, 

according to report. 

 

11 – Princeton Mill has employed 25 men for four days to clean out the mill ditch. factory 

 

18 – FT Yahr & Co. will open for business in their new store Oct. 1. 

 

18 – Steamboating is getting to be quite lively on the Upper Fox. Two boats passed up on Wednesday 

and three on Thursday. progress 

 

18 – The Normal Institute opened on Tuesday with 55 students, mostly ‘school ma’ams’ or girls 

expecting to be teachers. School 

 

25 – Why doesn’t the village board erect a few lamp posts with lamps to light the streets n a few of the 

most necessary places? improvement 

 

25 – Normal 82 students. school 

 

October 



2 – The village of Princeton is to have her streets lighted. … The Village Board will soon have erected 

lamp posts and lamps at such points as they think necessary. improvement 

 

2 – Work stopped on Fox River improvement. All locks between Oshkosh and Montello. 

 

2 – S. Fairweather, station agent, resigns and buys out Yahr lumber yard at depot. business 

 

2 – Railroad building another engine house or room. 18x60 feet. 

 

2 – Yahr basement filled with stoves and heavy goods. The storeroom is one of the finest in the state. 

business 

 

2 – Yahr, Thompson & Co. Banking House – An institution long needed in Princeton has at length been 

supplied. For years past our businessmen have talked about the necessity of a bank to the business 

interests of our growing village, but no permanent steps were taken until recently when the Messrs. F.T. 

Yahr, J.M. Fish and A.E. Thompson, all successful businessmen, who have lived among our people for 

many years and grown with the village and town of Princeton to fair proportons as to wealth and 

independent circumstances, took hold of the matter. … Hire E.C. Martin, of Fond du Lac, as clerk. … one 

of finest vaults in state – Hall’s burglar-proof safe. … Opened on first Monday of October. “One thing is 

for certain. They have plenty of ready capital, pluck and intelligence to do rightly all business that omes 

to their hands.” business 

 

9 – The new bank of Yahr, Thompson & Co. is doing a much larger business that than they expected so 

soon after opening. 

 

9 – Brewery is owned by Wm. Foster. factory 

 

9 – Cattle Fair. Nearly 100 head of cattle and horses changed hands. $10000 of property changed hands. 

business 

 

9 – String of 15-25 teams continually throughout the day to unload wheat. business 

 



23 – Work is again progressing on the locks under the new management. The first contractors have not 

paid their bills, and the men who worked hard and the parties who furnished lumber and material begin 

to get a little nervous. 

 

30 – chimney sweep. business 

 

November 

6 – Two lumber yards in Princeton. G. Green and S. Fairweather. business 

 

6 – Several carloads of timber are being unloaded each day at the river bank for the locks. 

 

6 – A large amount of stone for locks will come from Joliet, Illinois. 

 

6 – Lock company is getting out a large amount of gravel for use in lock pits. 

 

13 – A Norwegian giant has been in town this week. He came from Chicago to work on the locks. Six feet 

six and well proportioned for strength, he looks down on common-sized men. 

 

13 – Street lamps have been in place for three or four weeks. improvement 

 

13 – Princeton tannery still operating. factory 

 

13 – Princeton boys talk of a gymnasium. sports 

 

13 – Leroy Parkinson has sold his photo gallery to a couple of Germans. business 

 

13 – Note about Methodist minister. 

 

20 – Luce’s block is east of Teske’s. business 

 



20 – Republic moves over Teske’s store, had been in Luce’s block five years. Teskes move boot and shoe 

factory to Luce’s block. business 

 

20 – Large force of men are engaged quarrying stone at Barett’s quarry 2 miles southeast of town for 

use in building the locks near here. Three hundred cords are to be taken out at once. 

 

20 – Bridge broken down by steamer Exchange on Saturday evening. Draw remained open until near 

night on Monday. … There is every probability that the citizens of Princeton will be obliged to build a 

new bridge during the next 12 months. … There is very little use of cobbling up the old rap now in use, as 

it has served its day and a better bridge is needed.  improvement 

 

27 – J.P. Schneider sells (or leases?) American House to Chas. F. Kietzuch of Fond du Lac, effective Dec. 

13. business 

 

December 

4 – Roof repaired at Thiel’s Hall. “Now we can boast of as neat a hall for dancing or for entertainments 

of any kind as can be found in this part of the state.” entertainment 

 

4 – White beans. As an article of commerce in this market, white beans begin to assume some 

importance. So far this season, Warnke & Co. have bought 2,000 bushels; E. Teske Bros. bought about 

1,000 bushels; and Parker, Eggleston and Ludtke Bros. each about 200 bushels; besides others have 

handled smaller amounts. business 

 

4 – The boys say the American House is so busy that Schneider gets his customers to sleep and then 

stands them up in the corner. business 

 

11 – The Catholic church in East Princeton is being fixed up in good style. The fixtures and furniture from 

the St. Marie church are being used in this, as it was not convenient to meet there for services. 

 

18 – Princeton lock pit is being piled ready for lumbering.  

 

18 – For the week commencing Dec. 13, trade in Princeton has been greater than we have ever seen 

here before. It has taken $3,000-$5,000 per day to buy the pork alone offered on our streets. … Market 

street ??? has been crowded with teams every day to make it difficult to drive through. business 



  

25 – Depot building enlarged over last two weeks. railroad 

 

25 – AF&AM (Ancient Free and Accepted Masons) Princeton Lodge 166 installation. entertainment 

 

1876 

March 6, 1924 – Files of 1876. (Herman Megow has secured letters of patent for his hair restorative.) 

business history 

 

March 13, 1924 – Files of 1876 (FT Yahr took his two boy, Willie and Eugene, to Milwaukee to attend 

school.) 

 

March 20, 1924 – Files of 1876 (Norman Lowe and D.T. Andrews open meat market in PW. Jackson’s 

block. … H. Dantz moves his meat market across the street into F. Otto’s building.) business history 

 

April 10, 1924 – Files of 1876 (C. Hennig & Bro. will move their meat market on Monday next to the 

rooms formerly occupied by Dantz & Andrews in Demell’s block.) business history 

 

April 17, 1924 – Files of 1876 (The old Fox River House, Dargatz building, is having a new roof put on.) 

business history 

 

May 1, 1924 – Files of 1876 (N. McIntyre & Son have opened up rooms in the Worm block, next door 

east to Green & Carman’s lumber yard, where they show a fine assortment of sewing machines and 

organs. … Fred Otto has sold his property on Water Street. Purchasers are two young men from Oshkosh 

who will open a meat market. … There was a general base with three merchants on Monday. The 

Luedtke Bros. took their own store. Rimpler & Zellmer went out of that and into the rooms of the Thiel 

block, and Geo. Parker moved from there into the Eggleston store just vacated by the Luedtke Bros.) 

business history 

 

-- 

January 1876 

1 – Railroad has been extending the track of their road some 230 feet down the river bank this week. 

The object is to get room to unload the several hundred carloads of stone to arrive for the locks. 



 

1 – Temperance Temples of Honor. 

 

1 – Mr. F.J. Grout has the purchased the interest of A. Eygabroad in the Hubbard House. 

 

Jan. 8, 1876 - “In the whiskey suit between the village and town of Princeton, the Supreme Court reveled 

the decision of Judge Pulling and leaves the right to control liquor licenses with the town board.” 

 

8 – More about new Hubbard House owner Grout. 

 

8 – Statistics re: Green Lake County in 1875. 

 

15 – The dressed stone for lock purposes has begun to arrive; 13 carloads coming in on Tuesday. 

 

22 – Wilson Kilmer of Cambria buys the interest of C.A. Wilkins in the Princeton-Montello stage line. 

 

February 

5 – Ludtke Bros. and Miller Bros. (Luedtke and Mueller) at the old stone corner. business 

 

5 – The fine Joliet stone arrive for the locks are being drawn by team on the ice to the Princeton lock. … 

About 30 teams employed this week hauling stone from the railroad station to the locks above and 

below town. Two sleigh loads carried off a carload, and in one case, the 10-ton carload was carried off 

by one pair of horses on two sleighs. 

 

12 – Railroad cutting expenses. Carpenters discharged, work force in machine shops reduced, one train 

abandoned. 

 

19 – Ludtke Bros. Become Ludtke and Rimpler (Antone). Ludtkes are William and August. … August stole 

some pepper from Warnke & Co. store. … August studied the matter over and decided to leave town for 

a time, so on Wednesday he ‘lit out’ and has not put in an appearance here. Several other matters, 

apparently being crooked, are now told. business 

 



19 - 400 people attend the Turners’ annual masquerade ball at Thiel Hall. entertainment 

 

26 – Ludtke and Rimpler becomes Rimpler and (August) Zelmer. Zellmer? business 

 

26 – New barbershop in town? business 

 

26 – Noticed in Republic last week death of Chauncey Boylan. He was the man who bought the first 

article out of a store in this town. The first goods opened by F. Durand and the first thing sold was a 

plush cap to Chauncey Boylan. history 

 

26 – David Sweet dies. 

 

26 – Major Von Stempel dies. Taught German classes. 

 

March 

4 – Cashier at bank is E.C. Martin. business 

 

4 – Leap year party. entertainment 

 

11 – Stones for the lock continue to arrive daily. 

18 – Work on lock still at standstill due to high water. 

 

18 – We publish this week the copy of the law changing our village charter. ... The village now has 

exclusive control of license matters in the village.” … WS Flint in Assembly 

 

25 – A.G. Hopkins dies. Albert. County treasurer. Postmaster for about 16 years under Republicans. 

 

25 – schools change textbooks. 

 

25 – Handsome new sign – F.T. Yahr & Co. in large gold letters. 



 

April 

1 - The town is too poor to advertise for a bridge tender. 

 

1 – Town people who are opposed to the village on account of the recent change of charter have called 

a people’s caucus at Stimson’s schoolhouse. 

 

8 – 203 votes polled at the charter election on Monday. 400 at town meeting Tuesday. 

 

8 - Editorial on charter 

 

8 – J.F. Warnke sold his interest in dry goods firm with Warnke & Co. to Correnke & King. business 

 

15 – J.P. Schneider, new village president, plans to build lockup, put streetlamps where most needed, 

rebuild street crossings and repair sidewalks. He defeated F.W. Cooke. 

 

15 – Improvement company expects to have two or three steamers at work very soon, carrying stone 

and other materials to the locks. 

 

Misplaced? Wrong date? April 21, 1876 - yahr bank ad, interest???? 

 

22 – Village board sets liquor license fee at $50. 

 

22 – The merchants of Princeton are E. Teske & Bro., (Samuel) Corenke & King, Rimpler and Zellmer 

(succeed Ludtke in ‘old corner store’?) in dry goods and general stock; F.T. Yahr and Gard Green in 

hardware and nails. business 

 

22 – Railroad Depot kept busy with lumber, salt, lime, coal, etc. 

 

 



 

 

22 – H. Dantz moves meat market into F. Otto’s building. Business 

 

22 – New street lamps have arrived and will soon be up. 

 

22 – Norman Lowe and D.T. Andrews open meat market in P.W. Jackson’s block. 

 

29 – John Wyse picked up a piece of copper ore on his farm. Weighed 42 pounds. 60-90 percent pure 

copper. 

 

29 – On Sunday, May 7, the cornerstone of the new English-speaking Catholic church in Princeton will be 

laid, according to Catholic ritual, at 3 o’clock p.m. Rev. John Larmer, the new Catholic priest in charge of 

the English-speaking Catholics here and in Montello. St. Patrick? 

 

29 – Material being put on the ground for the lockup. … The money has been raised and the contract let 

for building a lockup in Princeton. … May 6 – Lockup to be built in square,12 feet high with square 

cottage roof and heavy projecting cornice and brackets. Stove. Two cells with iron latticed doors. 

 

May 

6 – Locks. Superintendent T.T. Loomis. Cut stone mostly delivered. Backing stone on the ground. 

 

6 – Village park (triangle) being beautified with 100 or more trees. 

 

13 – Catholic church doesn’t lay cornerstone. Pastor John Larmer: “Now in a nut-shell the fact is this: Mr. 

Knapp promised to make the deed and have it ready before laying the cornerstone. He squarely backed 

out and would not make it. I even at the last moment offered to take his land. He refused, and in 

obedience to the law of my church, I could not have anything to do with the erection of a church on land 

that is not vested in the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese.” … Church – Germans, Poles, Irish, 

Americans. “The disappointment rose from the bad faith of one who broke his promise to me. The good 

work is only deferred, not abandoned. We will get lots elsewhere.” 

 

13 – Cooperage – James McGrath – near the foundry. factory 



 

20 – Carl Barthol speared an 80-pound sturgeon one day this week. The specimen was 6 feet long and 

measured 24 inches around the body. sports 

20 – Schneider improving public square (triangle) by covering a part of it with clay and loam. 

improvement 

 

20 – JB Morley and Son purchased the fine nursery of WS Flint. Flints moving to Nashua, Iowa. business 

 

20 – Work progressing on Catholic church 

 

20 – Flint departure. business 

 

27 – Sargent’s egg store is getting to be one of the institutions of Princeton. business 

 

27 – Streetlamps are up. Cost is a little over $10 each. improvement 

 

27 – Street commissioner Piper put up eight new street crossings. improvement 

 

27 – The Catholic church on the west side, on land donated by John Knapp, is nearly enclosed.  

 

27 – Montello Express reports wagonload of sturgeon taken from Mecan. sports 

 

June 

3 – D.H. Waite leaving New York for West. history 

 

3 – Major storm. Wind, hail. Damage. health 

 

June 3, 1876 – Green & A.P. Carman building an agricultural warehouse to accommodate their 

increasing trade in farm commodities and machinery. (check phrasing) business 

 



10 – Walls of lockup about completed. improvement 

 

10 – And now the people are anxious for a really dark evening, that they may enjoy the benefit of the 

streetlamps. improvement 

 

10 – Almost every man that drives into town asks why is that lockup being built in the public park? 

(triangle) The answer is or ought to be; we have no pleasanter spot in town, and we want to do the best 

thing possible for the criminals. improvement 

 

17 – Mystery well at Water and Mechanic streets. 

 

17 – Green & Carman hardware and agricultural rooms nearly completed – opposite G. Ludtke’s wagon 

shop. business 

 

17 – Princeton German Publishing Group (Gustave Teske, president) start German paper, independent in 

politics first week in July. P. Wornz editor. business 

 

17 – War again seems imminent between the town and village. “It seems some of the town folks think 

that the law passed last winter, giving the village the power to license the saloon, is a ‘snide,’ and they 

propose to test the matter in the courts. Fred Mittelstaedt has been arrested … Case probably before 

circuit court next session. over license. It is very much to be regretted that the license matter is to be 

bull ragged in the courts, thus causing ill feeling between our citizens and great expense to all parties 

concerned.”  

 

17 – A. Wilkens has silver soda fountain. business 

 

17 – Much of hay marsh is flooded. 

 

17 - Dredge hits bridge. Repairs took most of the day. 

 

17 - Those streetlamps of which so much has been said were christened Monday. … All we have to say is 

that they are ‘immense’ and we hope they prove a beacon light to the future prosperity of our village.” 

The board then decided not to light the lamps in summer to save money. improvement 



 

17 – Everything had been going swimmingly at the Princeton lock … The recent severe ranks have so 

thoroughly soaked the sandy soil in which the lock pit is sunk that a slight pressure from the water in the 

swollen stream sufficed to make a break in the bank. Notwithstanding efforts were made to stop the 

rushing in of the water. The breach momentarily increased, and soon the entire pit was filled to the 

brim. Of course, the bank caved in, to some extent, and it is estimated that from 70 to 100 yards, and 

that means wagonloads, of dirt will have to be thrown out. … The delay, however, will be from 8 to 10 

days and the damage not less than $500.” 

 

17 – Our new jail. Firsthand account. Lockup. Improvement 

 

24 – Gard Green’s new store is completed and open for business. 

 

25-26 - Custer 

 

Misplaced? Date wrong? June 1876 - baseball – sports 

 

July 

1 – Bloody fight over domestic abuse. crime 

 

1 – The trial of Mittlestaedt at Berlin this week resulted in his discharge. Justice Silver held the village 

license good. Represented by Fish.  

 

1 – Carl Barthol is a prince among fishermen. He caught one day this week 13 splendid black bass in 

about an hour. 

 

1 – Turn Fest – procession to grove, picnic, dance on July 5. German. 

 

1 – Story about hogs getting drunk. 

 

8 - Turn Fest details. Entertainment 

 



July 15, 1876 – Snide remark about newspaper being Independent. business 

 

15 – Lock accident. As the workmen were engaged in lowering the very heavy stone, the boom of the 

derrick gave way, and the ropes connected with the tackle struck one of the hands, hurtling him from 

the track into the pit below, a distance of at least 20 feet. … Broke three ribs, badly bruised. – first 

accident?  

 

15 – Lock at White River done. More men to Princeton. Cornerstone laid last Wednesday morning. 

 

15 – Senate appropriations bill increased money for Fox-Wisconsin River improvement. 

 

15 – Princeton lockup now finished. Constable Joe Yunker. improvement 

 

15 – Lutheran church bell bearing the motto Gloria Deo Soli rings at 6 o’clock every Saturday night to 

remind the communicants that the week of toil and hardship is over, and that the next day should be 

kept as a day of holiness and rest. 

 

15 – Tannery is beyond Swanke’s wagon shop on the lefthand side of the Montello Road. Two-story 

structure. Details about operation! “Hold your nose.” factory 

15 – steamer ellen hardy description 

Misplaced? Date wrong? July 17, 1876 - baseball nuisance. sports  

 

Misplaced? Date wrong? July 24, 1876 - umpire line. sports 

 

22 – Foundry history. Factory 

 

22 – Article about nice cemetery. improvement 

 

22 – New Catholic church on west side being paint. Patrick. 

 



29 – Swanke wagon shop history. Says town paid $20,000 for railroad. 1 year = 150 wagons, 20 

carriages, 50 cutters, 100 sleighs, plus plows, cultivators and drags. factory 

 

August  

5 - Letter says shooting Society organized last June. Springfield rifles with bayonets. German 

 

5 – Last course of stone laid at Princeton locks. 

 

12 – Princeton Mill profile. Factory 

 

12 – Princeton bakery profile. Business 

 

12 – Sea lion escapes in Berln. Entertainment 

 

12 – The new Catholic church will be ready this fall. Patrick 

 

19 – Catholic church spire is rising. Patrick 

 

26 – Thiel’s block gets new roof. business 

 

26 – New Catholic church is well painted on the outside and is a beautiful little church. Patrick 

 

26 – Ordinance re: fire equipment. improvement 

 

September 

Sept. 2, 1876 – The old Fox River House (burns in 1897) gets new roof. Dargatz building. Business 

Sept. 2, 1876 – Enos Moe rebuilding his house at Farmer and Water streets 

 



2 – Those Grangers who have put off their “hay day” for the marshes to dry up can now go on with 

boats. health 

 

2 – see sept 9, 1876,  – The Independent lasted nine weeks, becomes Green Lake County Democrat. 

Newspaper business 

 

2 – The stopping of government work on the Fox River took quite a number of people away from 

Princeton who had been here in various capacities and positions. lock 

 

2- August Swanke builds house “on the highest point of Flints addition” just west of residence of E. 

Teske.  

 

2 – John Warnke reopening general store in Hopkins block. business 

 

2 -Boy, 13, killed falling out of tree.  Madison Hall. “Maddy” 30 feet up, was with older stepbrother 

Henry Loomis. health 

 

2 – Ordinance No. 5 Aug. 18 protects all fire equipment stored in room/building adjacent to Merrill & 

Jackson’s livery barn. Wagons, hooks, ladders, etc. $5 fine for taking equipment. 

 

2 – Wild Bill Hickok killed. 

 

9 – Aggregate age of centennial tea party guests – 1108. Women over 60 invited Mrs. L. Thompson 

hostess. Mother of our senior editor.  

9 – lawsuit F.t. Yahr vs Robert Smith????? 

 

9 – The Germans are talking of building their pastor a house with German school rooms attached, also a 

large church on same lot. Lutheran 

 

9 – New roof for American House. Business 

9 – Warnke Bros. have nice new stock of goods in the Hopkins block 

 



30 – Cole Younger 

 

30 – Mason Brayman becomes governor of Idaho. Politics 

Sept. 9. 1876 – The Princeton Independent has flopped, and the Green Lake Democrat comes out this 

week in its place. Coming just as we are more than ready for press forbids more than passing mention. 

We presume that parties interested will feel relief. This riding a rail without a saddle and with heavy 

weights attached to each leg, is a tedious exercise at best; on one side, you can make a breastwork of 

the fence and, if occasion requires, hide between the rails. The Democrat is an improvement on the 

Independent. 

 

October 

28 – To look over Princeton and count the new roofs, one would suppose that most of the village had 

been built this season. Such is not true, however, as not over one-third of the new roofed buildings are 

new structures. improvement 

 

28 – Hayes-Wheeler rally. “The grandest parade ever seen in Green Lake County” “The Hayes and 

Wheeler club were out in full force and in full uniform with music and banners, and paraded the 

principal streets of the village making by far the grandest show ever seen in this part of the state.” 

Politics 

 

28 – Wilson Kilmar stage from Princeton to Montello to Mr. West. business 

 

November 

11 – Burglaries at depot and Parsons jewelry store. Business 

 

11 – 446 vote in Princeton. 91 more Dems than Republicans 

 

11 – The most provoking business of the week was waiting for telegrams of election results, provoked 

that they did not come fast enough, and provoked when they did come they did not suit anybody. 

Improvement politics 

 

11 – JC Thompson also postmaster. 

 



18 – Sounds like lock is done. 

 

18 – Report of Israel Wood’s trip to California, British Columbia 

 

25 – Younger Brothers 

 

December 

2 – Girl’s body exhumed. Odd. Health 

 

9 – Abe Vars sues village for injuries suffered due to defective sidewalk. Confined to house for three 

weeks. Village settled, paid $70. improvement 

 

23 – Two cases of dyptheria. health 

 

30 - Can the people of Princeton afford to let the old bridge across the Fox River stand natural until it 

goes down with some team and then be compelled to pay the heavy damage? 

 

30 – Perry Hodge has moved his blacksmithing business to the old McIntrye shop on Short Street. 

business 

 

30 – Thos. Williams has commenced 13 lawsuits against citizens going to the railroad elevator near the 

depot to unload produce, claiming the elevator is on his land. business 

 

30 – Switch misplaced but no accident. Railroad. 

 

-- 

1877 

June 12, 1924 – Files of 1877 (N. McIntyre & Son have received 200 buffalo robes direct from the Texas 

border, which he will dispose of at wholesale prices. … Warnke Bros. will soon have a fine new stock of 

goods in their new store on Morse’s corner. … Fred Schendel has commenced operations on the 

basement wall of his building, next west of Williams building.) business history 



 

June 26, 1924 – Files of 1877 (JB Morley & Son have several thousand very fine apple trees in their 

Princeton Nursery. … G.A. Long goes out of the Princeton mill at the close of this month. J.C. Weiss will 

then have full control.) business history 

 

January 1877 

6 – A. Eygabroad and John Stewart buy mail route from Princeton to Montello from Mr. Kilmer.  

 

6 – Princeton village schools 125 

 

6 – P.P. Bliss killed in Ashtabula disaster in Ohio. Train through bridge. Remains not identified. Almost 

entirely consumed by fire. health 

 

13 – J.E. Moe is telegraph operator and station agent. business 

 

20 – Town of Princeton pays her last railroad tax this winter. When the company builds the road to west 

line of town, we will have to pay $8,000 more. 

 

20 – Interesting circuit court cases. “Breach of promise” and quarreling neighbors.  

 

27 – Town of St. Marie paid $3,000 to railroad. If road extended west line of Town of Princeton, it owes 

$2,000 more. 

 

27 – McIntyre & Son open rooms in the Worm block next door east of Green and Carman lumber yard. 

McIntyre sewing machines, organs. business 

27 – Two dressmakers to open shop in rooms above Yahr block. Business 

 

February 1877 

3 – Fred Otto sells meat market building on Water Street to Swanke. business 

 

10 – It was voted unanimously that the Cattle Fair is a big thing. Entertainment 



 

10 – Funeral for Mrs. Hoyer. 65 teams in procession. Wife of German minister A.J. Hoyer. Sudden. Heart 

disease. Lutheran 

 

17 – The bridge is undergoing excellent repairs. The draw will be strengthened by the use of heavy 

timbers. 

 

24 – August Swanke renovating former Fred Otto meat market building with glass front. business 

 

24 – Business changes. Ludtke Bros. take their own store, vacating the old Eggleston store. George 

Parker moves there. Rimpler & Zellmer went from Ludtke store to Thiel block.  

 

March 1877 

3 – Knapp residence north of village square (triangle) on Water Street moved to front Main Street. 

Owner Fred Mittelstaedt to build new residence at Water and Farmer. 

 

3 – Description of E. Moe family. 

 

3 – Breach of promise case. 

 

3 – Discuss pardon of Amelia Zimmerman. Murdered husband with strychnine. Not sure where she was 

from. 

 

10 – Firm of Jackson & DeVoe dissolved. P.W. Jackson retires. New firm Devoe & Lichtenberg. O.H. 

Lichtenberg. 

 

10 – Weekly list of market prices shows extensive goods traded. Railroad 

 

10 – Owing to a very heavy pull – 39 loaded cars – the train was several hours late Wednesday night. 

Railroad 

 



10 – Commission appointed by court to assess damages in the land taken by the railroad for sidetrack, 

etc. from Thomas Williams says he is entitled to about $875. 

 

17 – We understand that the Turners are to have a concert and Turn Fest on Sunday to end up with a 

dance. We are sorry to see those of our German citizens who are really pretty good men, thus setting at 

defiance the laws of the country, and the moral sense of very many of our people. The standard of the 

code of morals of the present day is certainly loose enough, and it seems to us that any such inroad 

upon it can only result in further debasement and greater wrongdoing.” 

 

17 – FT Yahr buys Schomacker piano. entertainment 

 

24 – Carl Fricke trying to open “institute” in the German Lutheran school near the district school 

building, “a preparatory commercial institute.” Formerly of Fricke Bros. German & American Institute 

and Business College of Chicago. 

 

24 – Responding to editor of Merkur: “The editor says ‘German we are and German we will remain. 

Wrong again, Brother Warns. German you were, American you are, and as such legally and morally 

bound, not only to respect, but to obey the laws of the land. Did you stop while abusing the Yankees and 

their Sunday laws to consider that you had renounced all allegiance to King William and taken an oath to 

support the ‘Yankee government,’ had ceased to be a German, and were a Yankee by adoption?” 

 

24 – J. Luce has sold his store and brick block to E. Teske & Bro. for $2,500. Luce retains the office for 

five years. Second floor, front room. business 

 

24 – We hear that there is now a fair prospect that the SFRR will be extended west of Princeton during 

the coming summer.  railroad 

 

31 – The latest railroad conversation among our townsmen is that of extending the road to Grand 

Rapids. Col. N. Boardman has been looking over the ground recently to see what can be secured in the 

way of local aid. 

 

31 – Fricke replaces Warns at Merkur. Newspaper business German 

 

April 1877 



7 – Kolleck leaves Hubbard House. business 

 

7 – Gottlieb Janke, the third, is to take charge of the bridge. $180. 

 

7 – A.H. Myers elected town board chairman. politics 

 

7 – Schneider re-elected village president. politics 

 

7 – The first Cattle Fair held March 28. Brawl. entertainment 

 

21 – We haven’t heard of a theft in Princeton for a month. Times are certainly improving. 

 

21 – Village board decides not to light street lamps through summer to save expense. 

21 (or 14) – The potato trade has made lively times on the streets the past few days. Several carloads 

have already been shipped and many more are to go forward. Sayles Chittenden business 

 

21 – Paid out $500 for potatoes on the street Thursday. business 

 

21 – Gustav Teske has furnished his boys with a petty three-wheeled velocipede. The boys keep it warm 

running on the sidewalks. entertainment 

 

21 – Liquor licenses, $40 retail, $10 wholesale: Gottlieb Jahnke, water lot 25; C. Maulick, Lot 8, block D; 

Aug. Hanor, water lot 26; F. Mittelstaedt, lot 5, block D; Aug. Ponto, Lot 1, block D; Herman Warnke, 

water lot 25; Wm. Glentz, lot 20, block 1, Flint and Treat addition; Mueller Bros. and DeVoe & 

Lichtenberg, wholesale. business 

 

28 – J.P. Schneider is putting on airs with his new hotel bus. business 

 

May 1877 



5 – Hugh Carr Jr. drunk, locked up. Boys gathered outside the jail and urged him to break out the 

windows. Fined $5 for drunk and disorderly and $7 for windows. Could not pay. Sent to jail in Dartford. 

Lockup crime 

 

12 – That old hickory tree that has stood as sentinel at nearly the intersection of Water and Farmer 

streets in this village since its platting has fallen prey to the woodman’s axe. The town board considered 

it a nuisance and it had to come down. It was not a little interesting to see the few remaining “old 

settlers” gather about it to take one last, long look, while it trembled at every strike of the axe, and 

some of their anathemas upon the board were anything but complimentary. Its beauty and its shadows 

that have often cast their coolness over the weary pedestrian at mid-day are gone, and only a shapeless 

trunk is left in mid street to tell its disgraceful end. … Many were pained to see an old friend of so many 

hot summer days fall by the woodman’s hand. history 

 

12 – John J. Bentley dies. 

 

19 – Fox River is at a low point. The government locks didn’t help much thus far. 

 

June 1877 

2 – Fred Schendel has excavation for basement of his store nearly completed. Business building 

 

2 – Ira Sherman takes charge of the Princeton and Wautoma mail and stage route. business 

 

2 – Short and South Farmer streets treated to new coat of clay. improvement 

 

2 – The alarm of fire on Friday forenoon, during the high wind, raised a good deal of anxiety for a few 

minutes until it was known that the fire had been mastered. Originated in room of August Kleinert’s 

residence, had to tear off siding and plastering. Citizens thronged to the premises in response to the fire 

bell. 

 

2 – Anton Rimpler building large house just northwest of Yahr’s. 

 

2 – Parcel found under an upturned stump in swamp three miles east of Princeton. Brought to 

Princeton. Martin Manthey recognized items as property of St. Stanislaus Catholic Church. Vestments 

and sacred utensils. Very expensive material. Manthey explained vestment were a present to the church 



when first built from friends of Father Butczenski, the first pastor. The “vestiary” come from Germany, 

said to have cost $700, including a fine picture. Silver chalice and silver plate, both plated with gold, not 

recovered. Tramp suspected. Several men staked out stump. No one showed. crime 

 

June 9, 1877 – August Swanke has planing mill ready for business. Engine and stone engine house, which 

he tried to have fireproof. Business factory 

 

9 – Princeton is to have a steamboat. Capt. Houston. 

 

9 – Street commissioner Piper has built the best walk along the west side of short street that has ever 

been put down in the town. Inch and ½ plank, 8 inches wide, laid lengthwise. The bears are 2 feet apart. 

“The walk was as smooth as an ordinary floor.” Test to see if laying planks lengthwise to the street will 

keep their place beter than that plank laid crosswise.” Improvement 

 

9 – Fourth will fall on cattle fair day. Big celebration planned. 

 

16 – H. Dantz’s corner at Farmer and Water street. 

 

16 – Area man killed in train crash in Kansas. Albert J. Nelson. 

 

23 – George Parker dies. 

 

23 – School has picnic at Knapp’s grove. 

 

30 – Yahr going to Milwaukee. Will purchase US flag for village. 

 

30 – Fourth plans include bowery dance. Also dance at Thiel’s Hall – Germans but all invited. 

entertainment 

 

July 1877 

7 – Fourth ushered in by a grand booming of canons, rattling of musketry and bursting of firecrackers.  … 

storm, cleared up by 8 a.m. Brass band from Oshkosh, shooting club in uniform, Turners in uniform, 



Goddess of Beauty portrayed by Miss Addie Johns  - description is detailed but good … 38 young ladies 

dressed in white with red, white, blue sashes, each with a name of a state. … German school kids 

dressed nicely. “Citizens en masse flocked after these.” To the grove. Beautiful arches across the street. 

… entertainment 

 

14 – Warnke Bros. expect to get into their new block on the Morse corner next week. 

 

14 – Big storm. Wind damage on June 5. Nursery, roofs, barns. August Bukoski barn destroyed, two cows 

killed. Head stones damaged at cemetery. Several barns damaged. Trees uprooted. Lightning hit 

telegraph office via wire. 

 

21 – The old Hopkins block is to be turned into a billiard saloon. 

 

28 – Straw put on sand roads. 

 

August 1877 

4 – Yahr has sold this season eight J.I. Case threshers at $650 each; one stream thresher $1465; 28 

reapers and mowers, average $150 each. 

 

Aug. 4, 1877 - Yahr has sold this season eight J.I. Case threshers at $650 each, one steam thresher, 

$,465; 28 reapers and mowers, averaging $150 each. ... spent 200 on ornamental fence for his cemetery 

lot. Business 

 

11 – Village will advertise for watchman and lamp lighter. 

 

18 – North side of Water street gets new sidewalk from Teskes store west to Green’s lumber yard, 8 feet 

wide, 2 inch planks. 

 

18 – Gustav Teske is  

 

18 – Penmanship school official. Students need to bring their own lanterns. 

 



25 – Yahr receives ornamental fence – iron fence – for his lot in the cemetery. Cost $200. 

 

25 – Swanke putting up 100 lumber wagons for Eau Claire valley. 

 

25 – ‘Tis said the Princeton Baseball Club will not contest for the prize offered at the State fair Society at 

Janesville probably owing to the fact the first baseman is off duty, the catcher has a sore thumb, the 

pitcher has a lame ear, and the fellas generally are otherwise engaged. 

 

25 – Demell block getting tin roof. 

 

September 1877 

1 – Gustave Teske elected school clerk. Board decides eight months of school, wants exams for kids in 

primary department to advance to the higher department. 

 

1 – Work commenced on the Princeton lock. 30 men involved. 

 

1 – Construction train in town to build new sidetrack behind Teskes, who plan to build warehouse with 

Chittenden & Morse.  Railroad business 

 

1 – Women’s league holds temperance meeting. Union Temperance League.  

 

8 – Hubbard House has new landlord. A.B. Burroughs. business 

 

8 – August Kleinard is the new lamplighter and marshal for cattle fair. improvement 

 

8 – The German school opened on Monday. 

 

8 – Man from FDL was looking over Princeton for purpose of starting a cigar factory. 

 

8 – Another nudge about bridge. 



 

15 – School census 171 male, 193 female. District. 

 

22 – Teacher Dan Regan. Upper department students must bring all material necessary for writing. No 

dismissal without note from parents. Parents should visit school often. school 

 

22 – Schuetzen Fest was immense. entertainment 

 

22 – Pahl and Fenske open in the Eggleston stone building. Bought out Parker widow. business 

 

Sept. 22, 1877 – A Bartz started his cigar factory Thursday. Second story of Eggleston’s block. 

 

22 – Why no band? entertainment 

 

22 – Steamboat was somewhat lively at this port Sunday. Four steamers in the harbor at one time: the 

Western, Bismarck, Ella and one of the government steamers. 

 

29 – Republic back to one issue per week. Fridays. Newspaper business 

 

October 1877 

5 – George Long will tarry yet another year at the Princeton mill. factory 

 

5 – W.H. Avery opens in Jackson building – fancy goods. Business 

 

12 – Carl Bartol wears the champion duck hunter’s belt. He captured 25 fine specimens last Sunday, 

which found ready buyers in market Monday morning. sports 

 

12 – We learn a petition is being circulated, praying the powers that be for a divorce from bed and board 

between the town and village of Princeton. politics 

 



12 – Bridge on the brain is a new disease. It is somewhat contagious and quite a number of our town 

people are badly afflicted by it. There is said to be no sure remedy, aside from the necessary number of 

greenbacks required to build a new bridge across the river in place of the thing which has answered the 

purpose of one until its usefulness is about ‘ausgespieldt’ and liable to go down at a moment’s notice. 

 

26 – Ducks had better be seeking a more congenial clime before Jul. Warnke and Carl Bartol get time to 

go out again. … Carl bagged over 40 and Jul. over 30 in one expedition. sports 

 

26 – Teske Bros.’ new safe “as near perfection in all particulars is human genius and skill can devise.” 

business 

 

November 1877 

2 – Mr. James, a representative of the Milwaukee Bridge Company was interviewing our officials and 

people last Saturday. He can convince the most skeptical that an iron bridge is the cheapest that can be 

constructed. 

 

9 – Village vote for new bridge. 229-90. 

 

16 – Mr. A. Clark was on hand at the meeting of the County Board with his roll of petitioners for a 

division of the town of Princeton, but not liking the makeup of the commission as we understand it, he 

quietly pocketed the manuscript and departed. … A special town meeting will be held on the 27th instead 

to vote upon the proposition to authorize the town board to issue bonds for the construction of an iron 

bridge at a cost not to exceed $4,500. politics 

 

16 – Eggleston buys Parker’s stock. business 

 

16 – Long story about Yahr-Luce dispute over stove. 

 

23 – Tin roof on Schendel-Ponto block. Business building 

 

23 – Bridge will require 100 cords of stone for bridge. Bandt gets contract $3.75 per cord. … Iron bridge 

$1,000 more than wood. 

 



30 – Wood 9, Iron 123. “Light vote” on bridge question Tuesday. For the additional appropriation of 

$1,000 for an iron bridge and the bonding of the town for $4,500. 123-9 

 

December 1877 

7 – Railroad party plans 

 

7 – Judge Myers has bought the Loomis property. business 

 

7 – The Turners have sought or have made arrangements to buy the lot just east of Rat Parson’s old 

store for the purpose of erecting a Turn Halle. German building 

 

7 – Capt. Hubbard drives piles for bridge.  

 

14 – Where was Dantz tavern? 

 

14 – School tax chart 

 

14 – Editorial on psychic/healer in town. Health entertainment 

 

21 – Ponto Schendel block nearing completion. Business building 

 

21 – Note about fire warden. improvement 

 

21 – Many questions have been asked as to the intentions of Gard Green, the proprietor of the two-

story frame building in progress of erection on Water Street near Ludtke’s wagon shop. The owner 

thereof assures us that it his intention to operate a Normal School there. business 

 

28 – Railroad hosts Christmas Party. entertainment 

 

-- 



 

1878 

January 1878 

4 – If some of the fire traps are not looked after by the authorities, we may be awakened one of these 

cold nights by the terrible alarms of fire, and if a blaze gets started in the wooden rows on Water street, 

there will be nothing to prevent a general conflagration.  

  

11 – Capt. Hubbard running Hubbard House – Burroughs retired. business 

 

11 – Record day for hogs! “The great hog day.”  business 

 

11 – Ice boat fun. Oiled up the gearing, spread the flowing sails and flew away with the speed of the 

wind. Quite a number of people enjoyed a ride on the craft. sports 

Jan. 11, 1878 – Peter McCormick opening boot and shoe shop in the old McCormick building opposite 

the McIntyre’s sewing machine rooms. business 

 

11 – Diatribe about rude behavior, cliques, gossip. “There is almost nothing but dissensional discord.” 

 

11 – Letter unsigned: The roads the first ten miles are in excellent condition. We counted 32 pork-laden 

teams between Princeton and Dantz’s corner bound for the Princeton market. business 

 

18 – The pile river, with which Capt. Hubbard is to prepare the foundation for the pier of the new bridge 

arrived. improvement 

 

18 – First newspaper for new editor Chas. P. Rawson. “Chas. P. Rawson will be responsible for publicity 

and O.N. Russell for the quality of the matter appearing in the Republic for the year to come.” busiess 

 

18 – Our brewer claimed that Pat Carr owned him. … Pat Car arrested, charged, held at lockup, hearing 

held, discharged. crime 

 



18 – Agent for Milwaukee Iron Bridge Works in town. He reports the iron work is nearly completed. 

“They are only waiting for colder weather to commence work for the foundations of the bridge.” 

Improvement 

 

18 – Burglary at King and Luther’s store. Rimpler and Zellmer’s store also robbed. crime 

 

25 – Stolen goods found under the M.E. church by some little girl who notified officer Piper, and he 

caused a small boy to crawl under the church and bring them out. crime 

 

February 1878 

1 – Chris Maulick and his wife were the only German representatives at the Pioneer Festival. 

entertainment 

 

1 – A bill has been introduced in our Legislature to authorize the commissioner of school lands to loan 

money to the town of Princeton for new bridge. improvement 

 

1 – TB Davis, town of Brooklyn, largest hog of the season thus far. 627 pounds, of the Poland China 

variety. business 

 

1 – Temperance meeting at Methodist church. 

 

1 – Another dray line. Charles Demell as engineer. business 

 

1 – Road laid out between Princeton and Berlin. 

 

15 – Railroad looking over the grounds for a new site for depot. The present building, being on a public 

street, will have to be moved. 

 

15 – Warmer weather interferes with the work at bridge. The ice is so poor that it was found necessary 

to remove the steam engine to terra firma, and a boat will have to be procured on which to operate it 

before work can be resumed to any advantage. improvement 

 



15 – John Hubbart met with an accident while at work near the pile driver that is being used to drive the 

piles for the bridge foundation that convinced him that iron was a harder substance than his cranium. A 

large chain dropped some 8-10 feet on his caput causing somewhat severe wounds. Health 

improvement 

 

15 – Nice paragraph about cattle fair. entertainment 

 

15 – Schuetzen masquerade March 4. Entertainment 

 

15 – Frank Merrill sells share of livery to partner P.W. Jackson. business 

 

22 – Hubbard House leased to Mr. J.H. Hubbs, of Green Lake. business 

 

22 – The flag of mourning that has fluttered in the breeze for the past week on the Catholic Church on 

the west side is a feature of the mourning testimonial of Princeton Catholics to the departed Pius IX. 

 

22 – It is often remarked that Princeton has been very fortunate regarding fires. While we hope the 

remark may yet be made for many years to come, we have fears. 

 

22 – Letter about marsh road to Berlin. Route is two miles shorter than the others. improvement 

 

22 – Two drays in Princeton with addition of Charley Demell’s. business 

 

March 1878 

1 – Pleasant Valley bomb case. Man named Bargessen arrested. crime 

 

1 – Insurance meeting at Warnke Bros., corner of Water and Washington. business 

 

1 – District board has made a contract running five years with Geo. Sherwood Co. of Chicago to furnish 

The Model School Reader to the district. New books range in price from 26 cents for the first reader to 

83 cents for the sixth reader. school 



 

8 – The bridge was torn up Thursday to facilitate driving of piles, but if it all goes well it will be in shape 

for teams to pass over by Saturday, if they do so at their own risk. improvement 

 

15 – Hubbard House will be moved from its present location to the bank of the river in the rear of the 

house. business 

 

22 – DeVoe (Dr. L.W. DeVoe) retires from firm of DeVoe & Lichtenberg. business 

 

22 – A pontoon footbridge has been constructed across the river for the benefit of the public. 

Improvement 

 

22 – Fairweather and Arthur Sparks have fitted up the float to the old bridge … to accommodate those 

who wish to cross the river with teams. improvement 

 

22 – This is the last week of playing croquet on Farmer Street between Water and Harvard. Too much 

annoyance to neighbors. sports 

29 – The Turners undoubtedly know their own business, but the hall they are putting up near Rat 

Parsons’ old stand, the dimensions of which are 24x40 feet, is creating some surprise, inasmuch as it 

was anticipated that they would put up a fine hall, 40x60 feet, with stage, scenery and dressing rooms, 

according to the latest style. Such an enterprise would have proved a profitable venture, but the small 

hall now being erected will only serve for their own meetings, and we fear they will find it too small for 

their comfort or convenience. German building 

April 1878 

5 – The new bridge took its trial swing on Wednesday. improvement 

 

5 – August Ludtke going into mercantile business. (Didn’t he skip town earlier after pepper theft?) 

 

5 – August Swanke elected town board chairman by 76 votes. 

 

5 – Chris Piper is to be pathfinder of this district as well as street commissioner. roads 

 



5 – A number of loads of wheat were back across the foot bridge by their respective owners and their 

friends last fair day to save the 50 cents requisite to cross on the ferry. improvement 

 

5 – It will be about 10 days yet before the bridge will be in shape for teams to cross and it will be 

somewhat longer time before the approaches are completed. improvement 

 

5 – Town of Princeton voters OK appropriating $1,000 for current expenses and for building approaches 

to the new bridge. improvement 

 

5 – The many strangers in town Wednesday admired the new bridge as well as the judgment of some 

??? in erecting the same. improvement 

 

5 – Schneider wins re-election as village president. politics 

 

5 – Cattle Fair affected by bridge. Owing to the inability to cross the river free, the farmers living on the 

east side who had stock to sell exhibited it in various places about the village, as convenience of fancy 

might dictate. improvement 

 

5 – Ugly rumors are circulating concerning the stability of the center pier to the bridge, as it is also 

reported that a new contract has been entered into giving someone $50 to drive additional piles to lean 

up against the west pier for a support. It would be becoming for those personally interested in the 

construction of the bridge to cause an examination of the work by an expert before it is finally accepted 

by the town authorities. improvement 

 

5 – Thomas Countryman fire. He was 84. Daughter was 7. 2.5 miles south of village. Obit next week. 

 

12 – Yahr buys new safe, where he placed his pocketbook, which contained the combination to the safe. 

Had to telegraph the manufacturer for instructions for a new combination. 

 

12 – Another jail break in Dartford. crime 

 

12 – Dr. DeVoe moves office to front room upstairs of Yahr block. business 

 



19 – The Turn Halle approaches completion. German building entertainment 

 

19 – The bridge is so near completed that teams have been able to cross since Tuesday. … Our 

merchants begin to feel the influence of increasing trade. 

 

19 – W.H. Keepers, superintendent of the Milwaukee Bridge and Iron Company was in town Thursday 

and formally turned the bridge over to the town authorities. 

 

19 – Otto Lichtenberg store in Hubbard House block. business 

  

19 – Sealed proposals for tending bridge. Opening, closing and keeping it in proper order, the draw and 

turntable, and the roadway and sidewalks swept at least once a week. 

 

26 – That new bell on the bridge sounds quite citified. improvement 

 

26 – Sturgeon are so plentiful just above the Princeton lock that the farmers spear them with pitchforks. 

sports 

 

May 1878 

3 – Work on lock suspended due to high water. 

 

3 – New office being built for lock tender Gottlieb Jahnke.  

 

3 – Princeton Brass Band returns. entertainment 

 

3 – President Schneider has an eye to the well-being of the village. That drain across Water Street from 

Mueller Bros. corner to the river is a good thing. improvement 

 

3 – Merchants of Portage purchase and put on the line The Gussy Girdon as a tri-weekly “river 

communication” between Portage City and Princeton. Said to be the speediest boat on the Upper Fox. 

18w x 90l stern-wheeler with moderate size passenger cabin. river 



 

3 – The Lutz Bros. of Stevens Point purchase Princeton Brewery from Wilhelm Forster. The price paid is 

said to be $3,500. factory 

 

10 – Big divorce trial. 

 

10 – Business on the river was more than brisk last week. 

 

10 – King and Luther dissolved, Luther departing. business 

 

10 – Gussy Girdon sank in about 10 feet of water at Hubbard’s dock. Supposed to be from overloading of 

the bow. Government steamer Portage used to raise her, but without enough heavy timber, gave up. 

Will get heavy timber from Milwaukee and try again. … April 16 successfully raised. … river 

 

10 – New Catholic church on West Side was dedicated last Tuesday. Patrick 

 

10 – Dr. Otto Hahn opens in Lichtenberg drug store. business 

 

16 – Turners christen new hall. German entertainment 

 

16 – J. Wm. Worm setting up a building east of Mrs. Crane’s dressmaking millinery. Building business 

 

16 – PW Jackson commenced Thursday to move the remains of his relatives from the graveyard near 

Stimson’s schoolhouse to the Princeton cemetery. Some eight bodies; one there for 25 years.  

 

16 – EM Parsons goes to Portage City. business 

 

30 – Dr. Gus Mueller amputates arm. health 

 

June 1878 



6 – F. Dargatz building small business room between his saloon and Yahr block. building 

 

6 – Decoration Day coverage. 

 

13 – Bartz, the cigar manufacturer, is now situated in Williams block. factory 

 

13 – Turners have picnic in Fishers grove at their new park on the riverbank just south of the village. 

Gottlieb Siepert declared victor and is therefore King of the company for the year. Entertainment 

german 

 

13 – New depot site 40 rods west of engine house in the rear and east of Rosebrook property. railroad 

 

13 – Forming Juvenile Temperance League. 

 

20 – Carl Bartol captured 30 fish last Tuesday in about four hours. sports 

 

20 – Princeton Brass Band will engineer a picnic on the Fourth of July at the Schuetzen Park on the river. 

entertainment 

 

20 – Gov. Brayman relieved of duties in Idaho, returning to Green Lake. politics 

 

27 – Article says no cattle fair next month but corrected following week. entertainment 

 

27 – Candy factory started in Jackson’s building by G.E. Coates. business 

 

27 – The largest real estate transaction that has occurred in Princeton in some time took place last 

week, being the sale of John Weiss’ interest in the Princeton Flouring Mill to August Swanke for the sum 

of $5000. factory 

 

27 – Steamer Ella will run excursion trips from Schuetzen Park. Also run from Hubbard’s dock to park. 

entertainment 



 

27 – Assessor’s report. Property values, farm products, etc. for 1877. improvement 

 

27 – Telephone line planned between railroad depot in Dartford and two resorts, Oakwood House and 

Sherwood Forest. improvement 

 

July 1878 

4 – Princeton Cattle Fair operated by Princeton Stock Association. entertainment 

 

4 – Dargatz’s new building is enclosed. business 

  

4 – Gottlieb Ludtke still building wagons. factory 

 

4 – Princeton Meat Market, Kuehn and Krueger. business 

 

4 – Greenback caucus at Dr. DeVoe’s.  politics 

 

4 – Josiah Luce inquest. Suicide my morphine. 18 grains. Purchased small glass of jelly at Z Fisher’s 

restaurant (downstairs?) in which he takes poison. Bottle of morphine found in his room locked in small 

desk.  2nd sheriff of Marquette County; successful insurance business. “Extravagance and bad habits 

caused him to become financially embarrassed, which added to family difficulties, for which he was 

solely responsible, caused him to lose caste socially and financially.” His property was slowly but surely 

passing out of his hands by due process of law. As each parcel passed from his possession, it seemed to 

render him desperate, and at or near the hour of his taking the morphine, the sheriff was selling under 

the hammer about the last parcel of real estate to which he had ever claimed title. 

 

18 – 101 in the shade. Weather health 

 

18 – Government dredge at work at locks. 

 

18 – The latest suggestion of the season is a telephone line from Princeton to Marquette, Kingston, 

Manchester and Markesan. improvement 



 

18 – Mrs. Jones moves restaurant on lot she purchased east of and adjoining Mrs. M.J. Radway’s. 

(moved from where?) business building 

 

25 – Dargatz building enclosed. business 

 

August 1878 

8 – The post office was removed to the west room of the Jackson block. Lacked light at Mrs. Radway’s 

building caused by Mrs. Jones’ restaurant being placed so close to the Radway building. (Where did 

Jones restaurant come from?) business building 

 

15 – Greenbacks meeting. politics 

 

15 – Gardner Green’s Farmer Bazaar. business 

 

29 – School tax of $500 approved. A.E. Thompson treasurer. School term increased from eight to nine 

months. 

 

September 1878 

12 – The Turners have erected a fair-sized stage on the south end of their hall, and from a Princeton 

view, it is a big thing inasmuch as it is the first regular stage built in this village. The hall is ready for 

plaster. German entertainment 

 

12 – August Luther closes. business 

 

19 – Peter Minns? In town to discuss sugar/sorghum factory. 

 

19 – Otto Giese, jewelry, clocks, etc., west room, Dargatz block. Business building 

 

26 – Cholera threat. health 

 



26 – 518 school-age children in district. 

 

October 1878 

24 – Warren Bros. rent Princeton mill for three years. This fall put in a middling’s run of stone, a bolt and 

purifier. factory 

 

24 – Mrs. McConnell is the sister of Mrs. J.C. Thompson. 

 

31 – Voters of Princeton will remember that it was owing entirely to the efforts of Senator Sacket that 

Princeton was enabled to get the money to pay for the building of the new bridge of the state school 

fund, at 7 percent interest. 

 

November 1878 

7 – Odd Fellows lodge started. entertainment 

 

7 – Gus Teske is county treasurer. 

 

7 – August Swanke falls down Thiel steps, hard knock but OK. 

 

14 – Cow kicks Mrs. Warnke 

 

14 – Gen. McDonald beats up lawyer in divorce case. 

 

28 – August Swanke is doing good job fixing up the old distillery building built by H. Scovel. Besides 

finishing it inside for a dwelling, he has left a very respectable hall for use of the Schuetzen for dancing. 

Building business 

 

December 1878 

5 – Tax rate. improvement 

 



19 – Comment about teacher’s role. school 

 

26 – Collins Brothers open in Schendel block. Berlin firm. business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-- 

1879 

January 

2 – Polish wedding, 26, run away 

 

2 – Bells were rung and guns were fired to notify Princetonites that the old year was dead and buried, 

and the new year lives. … Dance and fun lasted until morning. 

 

2 – Otto Giese shoots bald eagle. sports 

 

9 – Merker suspends publication. business 

 

9 – Tannery owner’s name. Louis Kunz. factory 

 

9 – Lorenzo Pow leases American House from Schneider. business 

 

9 – Editorial on need for west side school and German school 

 



16 – Kuehn and Krueger dissolved. Kuehn retires. business 

 

23 – August Zierke dies. FT Yahr named town treasurer. 

 

30 – Court case over bad cheese. crime 

 

February 

6 – Rumor. Chicago Northwestern Railroad buying SFRR as a feeder line. 

 

6 – Little boy Gus Weiss injured at mill. heath 

 

13 – Collin Bros. in east room of Thiel block. business 

 

13 – Old Folks reunion 

 

27 – Jul. Warnke sells interest in mercantile business to his brothers, John and Mike. Business 

 

27 – Princeton Cornet Band. Entertainment. 

 

March 

6 – The phonograph was exhibited at Thiel’s Hall on Tuesday evening, and a goodly number of our 

citizens availed themselves of the opportunity to hear this wonderful machine. entertainment 

 

13 – JC Thompson editor of Republic. Business 

 

April 

10 – Schneider re-elected village president. Politics 

 

10 – Odd Fellows of Princeton. entertainment 



 

10 – Charley Demell has the job of swinging the bridge during the season. 

 

17 – August Bartz sells cigar business to Charley Crane. Factory business 

 

17 – MC Russell moves to Chicago. 

 

24 – Q.B. Crane has bought the Hopkins block. business 

 

24 – The grist mill is being thoroughly overhauled. factory 

 

May 

2 – Warren brothers putting in another run of stone at mill. factory 

 

8 – Debate between Dr. Vos and Dr. Mueller re: diagnosis. Business 

 

8 – Archery is now becoming fashionable and taking the place of croquet. sports 

 

15 – Princeton is to have a street sprinkler. Tim Paull will be the chief engineer. improvement 

 

15 - Ernst Yahr, brother of F.T. Yahr, arrived last Thursday evening with his family direct from Germany. 

The brothers had not met before for 30 years. 

 

15 – A.E. Thompson of Thompson & Fish formed a co-partnership with H.H. Jackson of Oshkosh. 

 

22 – Tim Paull’s sprinkler is a good one. Tim is a public necessity now. improvement 

 

22 – The Schuetzen Park, south of town, is to be fenced, the grove cleared of underbrush and other 

improvements made which will add materially to the attractiveness of the park. german 



 

29 – Miss Carrie Dart teaching music. 20 pupils. 

 

29 – The “land sucker” has been busy just above the bridge this week. 

 

29 – M. Dantz owns the building east of Turner Hall. 

 

29 – Gard Green sole owner of elevator property, buying out Swanke’s interest. business 

 

June 

5 – Piper has been paying attention to the grading of Main Street within the past week. improvement 

 

5 – Charlie Crane is putting up some very fine cigars at this shop in the Crane block. Factory business 

 

5 – It is not necessary to run wild over railroad rumors. Like the Bourbon Congress, a great deal may be 

said but nothing accomplished. … There’s a rumor at Portage, and the same bark in Montello, that the 

C&NW Railroad Company have purchased the SFRR and that the latter road is to be extended at once. … 

Evening Wisconsin reports Princeton to Elroy in Juneau County … CNW wants more direct connection to 

Milwaukee. 

 

5 – Schuetzen hold annual picnic. Fred Schendel “king.” german 

 

5 – St. Marie town board hires F.W. Luedtke to build bridge for $$89.75 across Black Creek at Raasch’s. 

 

12 – Princeton Sewing Circle. entertainment 

 

19 – Fourth of July will be both English and German. 

 

19 – Negotiations cease between CNRR and SF Railroad. 

 



26 – August Swanke has commenced building the addition to the Thiel block. It is of stone. The lower 

story to answer for storage room for the two stores of the block, and the upper story to be used for 

storage and property rooms for Thiel Hall. This will be a great addition to the Hall and make it one of the 

best in the county. Business entertainment 

 

July 

3 – Damn at lock being covered with gravel. 

 

3 – Rumor is Princeton will be connected by telephone with Dartford and Berlin. improvement 

 

3 – Capt. J.H. Hubbard living in Dartford. Chas. Van Volkenberg will be landlord. business 

 

10 – 12-year-old brother of Richard and Gus Mueller arrives from Germany on Monday. The lad came 

alone. 

 

10 – Proceeds from stands at the Fourth of July celebration at Schuetzen Park go to German school. 

 

17 – Departure of Rev. JJ Zakistowski, was here for 20 months due to “differences with his country 

churches. Catholic 

 

July 31 – Capt. Baldwin cleaning up Hubbard House. business 

 

August 

14 – Railroad expansion rumor. Elroy. 

 

21 – Families go camping on Green Lake. entertainment 

 

28 – W.F. Ludtke is building quite a large residence just north of his stone store. The building is 22x28, 

two stories with a basement, etc. to be veneered with brick. 

 

September 



October 

2 – The Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company completed the purchase of the Sheboygan & Fond 

du Lac Railroad on Thursday of last week. … It is understood that the expansion of the road will be 

pushed forward at no very distant day. … Green Lake resorts key reason. Speculation is to Elroy or Camp 

Douglas. … Portage lobbying for railroad to Baraboo. 

 

9 – That invoice of ducks last Monday belonged to Carl Bartol. Carl, as a sportsman, is a success. sports 

 

16 – Dr. I.W. DeVoe going to Wausau. busness 

 

30 – All elections are partisan. politics 

 

30 – Green Lake County Schools statistics. 

  

30 – C.C. Fricke leaving town, back to Chicago. German 

 

November 

6 – Dr. Millard moving into former DrVoe office in Radway building. 

 

6 – Under the direction of Village President J.P. Schneider fire warden Piper has been around the past 

week looking over the fire and stove arrangements in the village. He reports chimneys and stove pipes in 

the best order he has ever found them. 

 

13 – AE Thompson no longer county resident so F.T. Yahr fills his county board seat. 

 

13 – Turners Thanksgiving festival 

 

20 – Farewell letter from Charles Fricke (three years). “From my memory the village of sand-burrs and 

kind-hearted people will not be soon effaced, and I say, God bless it!  

27 – Writing and commercial school now in progress. 

 



27 – More county board news on Page 2. I did not scan. 

 

December 

4 – Primary department of school. “Astonished to see over 100 little ones stowed in a room with seating 

capacity for 60 at most.” Good editorial about need for more space. 

 

11 – 118 different school teachers have been employed in Green Lake County during the last year. … 

Talk of compulsory education enforcement. 

11 – Chet Warren, mill operator, breaks leg falling into brewery cellar while making a delivery. 

 

11 – Capt. Baldwin and wife leave Hubbard House. 

 

11 – Another plug about importance of educating kids. 

 

18 – Ice house of Tim Paull 30x60 feet, 16 feet high. 

 

25 – During the past season 5,000 teams and 1,000 foot passengers were ferried across the Fox at 

Rhodes ferry. WHERE? 

 

-- 

1870s redundant 

 

March 1870 - the new swing bridge is completed 

 

March 1870 - profile of Swanke 

 

March 5, 1870 - Germans 

 

May 11, 1872 - Louis fisher receives 1500 from Aetna for wagon shop fire 

 



August 1872 - Newton Harmon is tearing up and rebuilding the bridge across the river. 

 

March 1, 1873 -The village’s first fire company formed in 1873. A fire wagon was purchased in 

Milwaukee the following summer and stored near the Jackson & Williams livery on Main Street. “Now 

let a fire dare to start and Capt. Hubbard will run that ladder again over it in a hurry,“ said the Republic, 

which termed the purchase “a heavy start toward a hook and ladder company.” 

 

February 1874 - No cattle fair on wed. Owing to the storm. “This is the first failure since it was organized 

over five years ago.”  

 

February 1874 - Preview of Pioneers Festival - $1 per couple covered supper and team to hay and 

stabling .  

 

1874 - Teamsters report snow 3 feet deep, Mercury congealed for several hours and spirit thermometer 

shows -43. 

 

March 1874 - Organizers made the move to “Market Square” in time for the March 1874 fair, which was 

marked by “more than the usual amount of drunkenness,” according to the Republic. “Toward night 

several fights occurred, eyes were blacked, noses punched out of shape, thumbs bitten badly, and a 

general carnival was in order.”  

 

July 29, 1874 - Note about cattle fair site  

 

July 1874 - Turners has 4th of July picnic. 1874. “The society is new, having only been organized three or 

four weeks, but Mr. Kunz, the captain, is thoroughly posted in the business and has half a dozen young 

men who have had considerable experience. We hear they intend to rent a hall for the present, but will 

as soon as possible build a good hall.”  

 

Aug. 29, 1874 – Cattle fair 

 

Sept. 5, 1874 – Turners picnic. “They picnicked in the afternoon in the grove just south of the village, 

where we are informed after considerable hard work at turning, they partook of a bounteous repast, to 

which all spectators were invited. ... Altogether the day was made very enjoyable to those who love 



such sport. The Princeton Turners are now fairly inaugurated and will be, henceforth, one of the 

institutions of the burg.” 

 

Nov. 14, 1874 temperance crusade in Princeton 

 

April 28, 1875 - the wire reported a large fire in Oshkosh. The news rekindled memories of the 

devastation of the Chicago and Peshtigo fires of 1871 and the conflagration of Boston in 1872. 

 

July 1875 - A room was built next to the Jackson &  Merrill livery on Main Street in July 1875 for fire 

apparatus. 

 

July 1875 - The idea of dispensing with the cattle fair for the months of July and August each year is 

played out, as the Germans believe in doing things up thoroughly and are abundantly blessed with the 

gift of continuance.” 

 

September 1875 – Cattle Fair “claimed by many to have been the largest ever held in Princeton and 

attended by more people than ever attend a county fair in this county.” 

 

October 1875 - The village board voted in fall 1875 (October) to erect street lamps at key points in the 

downtown area. The much-anticipated lamps, which cost a little over $10 each, went up in spring. May 

1876.  

 

November 1875 - steamer Exchange hit the bridge on a Saturday in November 1875, the draw remained 

open until Monday evening. “There is very little use of cobbling up the old rap now in use, as it has 

served its day and a better bridge is needed,” the Republic opined. 

 

 

Jan-Feb 1877 - The bridge is undergoing excellent repairs. The draw will be strengthened by use of heavy 

timbers. 

 

March 17, 1877: “We understand that the Turners are to have a concert and Turnfest on Sunday, to end 

up with a dance. We are sorry to see those of our German citizens who are really pretty good men, thus 

setting at defiance the laws of the country, and the moral sense of very many of our people. The 



standard of the code of morals of the present day is certainly loose enough, and it sees to us that any 

such inroad upon it an only result in further debasement and greater wrongdoing.” 

 

March 24, 1877: “The editor says ‘German we are and German we will remain.’ Wrong again, Bro. 

Warns. German you were, American you are, and as such legally and morally bound, not open to respect 

but to obey the laws of the land. Did you stop while abusing the Yankees and their Sunday laws, to 

consider that you had renounced all allegiance to King William and taken an oath to support the 

‘Yankee’ government; had ceased to be German, and were a Yankee by adoption?” 

 

July 7, 1877 - Fourth fell on cattle fair day. Details? 

 

August 1877 - ‘Tis said the Princeton Base Ball Club will not contest for the prize offered by the State Fair 

Society, at Janesville, probably owing to the fact the first baseman is off duty, the catcher has a sore 

thumb, the pitcher has a lame ear, and he fellas generally are otherwise engaged.” 

 

August 1877 - Sidetrack being built behind Teskes who plan to build 26v45 warehouse. 

 

Sept 22, 1877 - ScheutzenFest immense 

 

Oct. 12, 1877 - “Bridge on the brain is a new disease. It is somewhat contagious as quite a. Number of 

our town people are badly afflicted by it. There is said to be no sure remedy aside from the necessary 

number. Of greenbacks required to build a new bridge across the river in place of the thing which has 

answered the purpose of one until its usefulness is about ‘ausgespieldt” and liable to go down at a 

moment’s notice.” 

 

Oct. 26, 1877 - Teske Bros. New safe “as near perfection in all particulars. As human genius and skill can 

devise.” 

 

Nov. 2, 1877 - Mr. James, a representative of the Milwaukee Bridge Co was interviewing our officials and 

people last Saturday . He can convince them most skeptical that an iron bridge. Is the cheapest. That can 

be constructed .” 

 

Nov 9, 1877 - election date? - 229-90 for new bridge. 

 



Nov. 30, 1877 - Special town meeting held Nov. 27 to vote on proposition to authorize the town board 

to issue bonds for the construction of n iron bridge at a cost not to exceed $4,500. (Work will require 60 

cords of stone; Bandt gets contract for $3.75 per cord.) Iron bridge will cost $1,000 more than wood. 

Passes 123-9. 

Bridge loan 7 percent interest 

 

Dec. 7, 1877 - The turners have bought or have made arrangements to buy the 

lot just east of Rat Parsons’ old store for the purpose of erecting a Turn-Halle. 

 

Dec. 21, 1877 - note about fire warden 

 

Jan. 4, 1878 - If some of the fire traps are not looked after by the authorities, we may be awakened one 

of these cold nights by the terrible alarm of fire, and if a blaze gets started in the wooden rows of Water 

Street, there will be nothing to prevent a general conflagration.” 

 

Feb. 1, 1878 - A bill has been introduced in the legislature to authorize the commissioner of school lands 

to loaned money to the town of Princeton for a bridge. John Hubbard met with an accident while at 

work near the pile drier used to drive the piles for the bridge foundation that convince him hat “iron was 

a harder substance than his cranium. A large chain dropped some 8 or 10 feet on his Capt, causing 

somewhat severe wounds.” 

 

Feb 15, 1878 - nice paragraph about cattle fair. 

 

Feb 22, 1878- it is often remarked that Princeton has been very fortunate regarding fires. While we hope 

that remark may yet be made for many years to come, we have fears.” 

 

March 8, 1878 - the bridge was torn up Thursday to facilitate the driving of pies, but if al goes well it will 

be in shape for teams to pass over by Saturday, if they do so at their own risk.  

 

March 22, 1878 – a pontoon footbridge has been constructed across the river. … The float of the old 

bridge was fitted up to accommodate those who wish to cross the river with teams. Charged 50 cents. 

On catttle fair day, a number of loads of wheat backed across to save ferry costs. “Farmers living on the 

east side who had 

stock to sell exhibited it in various places about the village, as convenience or fancy might dictate. 



 

March 29, 1878- The Turners undoubtedly know their own business, but the hall 

thy are putting up near Rat Parsons old stand, h dimensions of which are 24x40 feet is creating some 

surprise, inasmuch as it was anticipated that they would put up a fine hall, 40 by 60 feet with stage, 

scenery and dressing rooms, according to the latest style. Such an enterprise would have proved a 

probable venture,,bu the small hall now being erected will not serve for their own meetings and we feat 

they will find it too small for their comfort or convenience.” 

 

April 5, 1878 - new bridge to its trial swing. About 10 more days before teams can cross and longer 

before approaches done.  “The many strangers in town Wednesday  admired the new bridge as well as 

the judgment of our town in erecting the same. 

 

April 12, 1878 ... yahr. Buys newe safe. Puts combination in his pocketbook, which he puts in safe. Had 

to telegraph the manufacturer for instructions for a new combination. 

 

April 19, 1878- Bridge completed enough that teams may cross. “Our merchants begin to feel the 

influence of increasing trade.” … W.H. Keepers, superintendent of the Milwaukee Bridge and Iron Co. 

was in town Thursday to formally turn over the bridge to town authorities. Town accepts sealed 

proposal for tending bridge, which includes opening, closing and keeping in proper order the draw and 

turntable, and the roadway and sidewalks swept at least once a week. … That new bell on the bridge 

sounds quite citified. 

 

May 16, 1878- turners christen new hall;  

 

June 27, 1878 - Swanke flour mill,  

 

JULY 29, 1878? - Swanke history ... town paid 20k for railroad. 

 

July 1878 - Schuetzen Park on river bank south of village for Fourth 1878??, steamer Ella ran from park 

to Hubbard’s 

 

September 1878 ... The Turners have erected a fair sized stage on the south end of their hall, and from a 

Princeton view, it s a big thing inasmuch as it is the first regular stage built in this village. 

 



Nov 28, 1878? - “August Swanke is doing a good job fixing up the old distillery building built by B. Scovel, 

besides finishing it inside for a dwelling, he has left a very respectable hall for us of the schuetzen or for 

dancing. 

 

April 10, 1879 - Charley Demell has job of swinging the bridge during the season. 

 

May 2, 1879 - Warren Bros. Putting in another run of stone. Overhauling grist mill. 

 

May 15, 1879 - Princeton is to have a street sprinkler. Tim Puehl Puell will be the chief engineer. “Tim 

Puell’s sprinkler is a good one. Tim is a public necessity now.” He builds ice house in dec 1879 30x60, 16 

ft tall 

MAY 22, 1879 - The Schuetzen Park, south of town, is to be fenced, the grove cleared of underbrush and 

other improvements made, which will add materially to the attractiveness of the park.” 

 

May 29, 1879 - the sand sucker has been busy just above the bridge this week. 

 

1879 - Yahr becomes town treasurer following death of August Zierke. 

 

Oct. 1879, when A.E. Thompson changed his residence, Yahr chosen to fill his county board seat. 

 

 

July 1879 - Fourth of July celebration. Held at Schuetzen Park. Proceeds to the German school. A.E. 

Thompson speaks in English; Fricke in German. 

 

Nov. 20, 1879 - Fricke farewell 

 

November 1879 - Village President John Schneider had Chris Piper, whose many duties included fire 

warden, look over the fire and stove arrangements in the village. He reported chimneys and stove pipes 

were in the best shape he had ever found them. 

 

 

1880s 



1880 

January 

Jan. 1, 1880 - A large amount of pork Is coming to this market this winter, but, judging from the great 

number of live hogs shipped from here during the season, it does not seem possible that the dressed 

hog trade can come up to that of former years. 

 

Jan. 1, 1880 - F.W. Cooke and Jerome Morse returned home the latter part of last week, having disposed 

of the large stock of cattle and sheep that they took to Illinois some months ago. 

 

Jan. 1, 1880 - T.S. Chittenden in Milwaukee at the Plankinton 

 

Jan. 1, 1880 - Princeton Market – fresh meat … First door east of Fisher’s Restaurant 

 

Jan. 8, 1880 - Odd Fellows lease east room in Teske’s block for lodge room 

 

Jan. 15, 1880 – Carpenter, painter and mason at work in the east room of Teske’s block over the harness 

and shoe shops 

 

Jan. 15, 1880 - Sixth annual Old Settlers reunion will be at Thiel’s Hall Jan. 22 

 

Jan. 22, 1880 – Tim Paull floats his ice from Fisher’s bayou downstream to tramway opposite his ice 

house. Building a slide to take ice from the river into his ice house. 

At one point 12-15 hands and three or four teams at work handling 20 to 30 cords of ice per day. … 

 

Jan. 22, 1880 – Frank F. Aplin hardware – in east room of Thiel block 

 

Jan. 29, 1880 – W. F. Luedtke selling eggs 

 

Jan. 29, 1880 – The American House is doing good business since the closing of the Hubbard House. 

 



Jan. 29, 1880 – A good many people were surprised on Tuesday morning to hear that the store of 

Warnke Bro’s had been closed by the sheriff. We understand that the firm owe about $9,000, $2,450 of 

which is to one Mott, a brother-in-law, and $1,000 to Julius Warnke. Several Milwaukee parties 

interested have been looking over matters but the result is not known. At forced sale the stock of goods 

will not realize more than one fourth of the indebtedness. … later, stock invoiced at a little over $4,000. 

… John F. Warnke returns from Minnesota to help arrange the business of the old firm of Warnke Bros. 

… Sheriff will sell stock March 13. … Charles Low, of Marquette, has settled claims and will continue the 

business at the corner store. 

 

 

Jan. 29, 1880 – Station agent Charley Morse 

 

Jan. 29, 1880 – Gardner Green speaks at Old Settlers reunion 

 

Jan. 29, 1880 – Ad – Mrs. C.A. Crane dressmaking 

 

Jan. 29, 1880 – C. Henning & Bro. meat market in Demell’s brick block 

 

Feb. 5, 1880 - As a slight unpleasantness had sprung up in the old band, a new brass band is in the 

process of incubation. … Masquerade ball to benefit band on Washington’s birthday. Tickets 50 cents 

per couple. Ladies masked will be admitted free. 

 

Feb. 19, 1880 – The Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Railroad will be sold under foreclosure of mortgage at 

Fond du Lac on the 3d of April next. … Mortgage for $2 million 

 

Feb. 26, 1880 – The latest boom is in beer. It is said that the article is to be advanced $1 per barrel soon. 

 

Feb. 26, 1880 – W.F. Corenke proposes to establish a first class harness business in Princeton. … on 

Water Street, two doors west of G. Green’s office. 

 

Feb. 26, 1880 – Cooke, T.S. Chittenden & Morse are buying sheep … want 500 in all 

 

Feb. 26, 1880 – Ad – P. McCormick custom boots and shoes. At the old McCormick Stand. 



Rimpler and Zellmer in Thiel’s block. 

 

March 4, 1880 – Gus. Teske took a drove of horses to the Eau Claire region, Fall Creek, last week 

 

Benefit planned at Thiel Hall by D.W. Regan to raise money for Ireland famine relief. $1. St. Patrick’s Day. 

 

March 11, 1880 - Charley Crane – cigarmaker 

 

March 11, 1880 - F. T. Yahr has been in Milwaukee and Chicago the past week, making purchases for his 

mammoth trade in hardware and farm machinery.  

 

March 18, 1880 – Meeting at school house on March 22 to consider taking steps to recall the bonds 

issued to the SFRR and not yet earned.  The tax payers refused to demand the $8,000 town bonds held 

by the SF&RR Company. A. H. Myers, as mouth piece for the town board, said the bonds were positively 

void and the contract outlawed, and that the board had a line of action marked out and would follow it. 

As a taxpayer, we only hope the action of the town authorities may be in the interest of the people.” … 

It now appears quite probable that the railroad extension, so long talked of, will be commenced this 

spring. The people of Princeton and St. Marie may prepare themselves to pay some $11,000 in extra 

taxes during 1881 and ’82. … Committee of citizens from Ripon met with Hewett of Northwestern, who 

said railroad at this point only owned indebtedness against the S&F, but when they came in possession 

it would certainly be pushed through west. Its western terminus was uncertain, but it was certain that it 

would not stop at Princeton. – Ripon Free Press …  

 

March 18, 1880 – Irish Relief Fund of Princeton raised $101.65, remitted to Rev. G. Willard 

 

April 1, 1880 – A brand new bell summons the worshippers to attend divine service at the Polish Catholic 

church on the west side. 

 

April 1, 1880 – Gus Zierke talking of resurrecting the German paper. … The prospect of starting another 

German paper in Princeton is not as brilliant as it was. … 

 

April 1, 1880 – Sayles Chittenden 

 



April 1, 1880 – Hubbard House about ready to be thrown open to the public by the Captain himself.  

 

April 8, 1880 – Sale of the SFRR took place at Fond du Lac last Saturday. The price paid was $1,500,000. 

The purchasers were Albert Keep and Martin Sykes. The road has now gone into the hands of the C 

&NW Co. … The S&F RR will hereafter be known as the Sheboygan & Western Division of the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railroad. …  

 

April 8, 1880 – “The necessity of another school room is visible to all, and for the good of the rising 

generation, it should not be longer deferred.” 

 

April 15, 1880 – John Warnke moves into Rosebrook house on Main St. 

 

April 15, 1880 – Teske Bros. will erect a building suitable for carrying on the manufacture of shoes and 

harness, on A.H. Myers’ vacant lot, just west of Z. Fisher’s restaurant. The room just east of their store 

they have leased to the Mueller Bros., who will move in with their stock of drugs about the first of June. 

 

April 15, 1880 – M.A. Perkins has secured the room in the Radway building for a photo gallery. … He is 

ready for business, and will soon be entirely recovered from the effects of the late burn out. 

 

April 15, 1880 – Otto Giese fell from the roof of Ira Hudson’s house on Sunday, during the fire, and broke 

one bone of his wrist. … Tim Paull had his foot quite seriously hurt on Tuesday by a large chunk of frozen 

sawdust falling on it while engaged in recovering his ice left exposed by the fire. 

 

April 15, 1880 – Otto Lichtenburg, who had to vacate his premises to unceremoniously last Sunday on 

account of the fire, moved his stock of drugs into O.B. Crane’s east room. At this writing no suitable 

building has yet been secured, the place where he is being too small to open up to an advantage. … T. J. 

Jakeman will occupy the corner room of O.B. Crane’s block, as soon as O Lichtenburg gets his drugs 

moved out. … Thieves were numerous enough during the fire. T.J. Jakeman lost a box of spectacles 

worth some $50. … C. Piper is thankful that someone saved a box of his old boots from his burning home 

but left for destruction in the same room trunks containing a good share of all the clothing they had in 

the house. … We learn the intention of the Turners to rebuild their hall soon on the same plot as before. 

They will erect a large and more substantial building than the one destroyed by fire. … When the wind 

changed the second night after the fire, to the north, it blew all the refuse, etc. off the burned dock into 

the river. 

 



April 15, 1880 – BLOTTED OUT 

The Fire Fiend Gets in Its Work 

A Terrible conflagration last Sunday! 

The devastating hand of the fire fiend has been laid heavily upon Princeton. Eleven buildings have gone 

up in flame and smoke. By far the heaviest conflagration this village ever experienced occurred last 

Sunday. A little after four o’clock smoke was discovered issuing from the Hubbard House barn. The 

alarm was promptly given, and our citizens commenced rushing toward the Hubbard House corner. It 

only required a casual glance to convince anyone that a conflagration of the most serious character was 

in store for us and where it would end was a matter of conjecture. The wind was moving at a moderate 

rate, and from a west by north direction. Messrs. Cooke, Chittenden & Morse had some eight head of 

cows in the barn and were soon there after the fire was discovered an opened the east door to save the 

animals. The cattle had already fallen and lay bellowing in the agony of suffocation from the smoke. The 

effort to save the animals proved fruitless, as other parties upon arriving had opened the west door, 

producing a draft of wind which fed the flames until the barn was filled to suffocation with heat and 

smoke, and the above named gentlemen were obliged to retreat without saving an animal. By this time 

the flames were bursting through the building, and attention was directed and an effort made to save 

the Hubbard House, the rear end of which was some two or three rods from the barn. But soon the 

intense heat made this attempt abortive. Soon flames were issuing from the rear of Mart Wicks’ building 

which was just east of the Hubbard House, and seemed to be rather nearest in the line in which the 

wind carried the flames. The smoke soon issuing from the rear of the Hubbard House showed the utter 

weakness of all human attempts to fight the fiend, and attention was turned to saving what could be 

secured from doomed buildings which lay in the path of destruction. Soon the Hubbard House and 

Wicks building were a sheet of flame. A few short minutes and T.J. Jakeman’s dwelling a few feet farther 

east was wrapped in the fiery element. Mr. Jakeman’s jewelry store was next in turn. From that in a 

short space of time the seething, blistering flames had enveloped Turner Hall, Mrs. Dantz’s house, 

Charlie Hess’ wagon and blacksmith shop, Tim Paull’s ice house, and a house belong to Mr. Paull, 

occupied by Mr. C. Piper, and a small barn belong to the premises also used by the latter gentleman. In 

the space of a hour or the above property was reduced to ashes. 

It required great exertion to save the American House on the opposite side of the street north of the 

Hubbard House, the severe heat tinging it to a brown color. East of the American House on the north 

side of the street Mrs. Radway’s and Mrs. Jones’ buildings were in great danger from heat and required 

gigantic efforts to save them. O.B. Crane’s block, across the street west from the Hubbard, was also in 

great danger from the heat, but a deluge of water saved it.” 

 

The Mystery 

How the fire commenced is enveloped in the profoundest mystery to us. Many think it originated 

through the carelessness of some smoker. We must cease speculating upon its origins, however, as it 

would take many columns of our space to air all the opinions and surmises that have been urged in 

reference to the matter. Circumstances are often traced by a vigorous imagination into a theory that 

seems tangible and reasonable, but the one thing is lacking – viz: proof. The careless use of the cigar or 



pipe has been the cause of great conflagrations. We can only receive this opinion as a theory. If it 

satisfies anybody to weave it in in connection with the origins of this misfortune they are at liberty to do 

so. Someone may know all about it, but it certainly is a myth to the writer. 

 

Losses, etc. 

The hotel part of the Hubbard House has been empty for some months until a few days since, when the 

Captain moved over from Dartford, and was just opening. Most of Captain Hubbard’s hotel furniture is 

lost, comparatively a small moiety being saved. Clothing of his family was nearly all burned except what 

was upon their backs. 

 

Otto Lichtenberg occupied the west room the Hubbard block as a drug store. Most of the stock was 

saved although necessarily in a damaged condition. He had an insurance on stock of $1,500. Capt. 

Hubbard had no insurance; the burning o the premises being a total loss of some $3,300. 

 

The upper part of the first building east (M Wicks’) was used as a photo gallery by Mr. Perkins. He only 

saved one camera. Loss, perhaps $100; no insurance. The lower floor was used as a flour and feed store 

by Warnke & Perkins. A few sacks of flour and other articles that could be handled readily were saved, 

but considerable grain, feed, etc. were lost. Insurance $250. Mr. Wicks had no insurance on building. 

Loss $500.  

 

T.J. Jakeman’s dwelling, together with his store room, was consumed, incurring a loss of perhaps $800. 

Most o Mr. Jakeman’s furniture was saved, as were also the goods in his jewelry establishment. His 

buildings were insured for $600. Mrs. Stevens, dress maker, occupied a suite of rooms in Mr. Jakeman’s 

residence. She lost considerable furniture, clothing, books, etc. amounting to $50 or $75. No insurance. 

 

In the destruction of their hall the Turners claim a loss of $900. Insurance $400.  

 

Mrs. Dantz’s building had not been occupied for some months. A considerable household furniture was 

stowed away in the building, but we think the most of it was saved. Loss, $800. She held an insurance of 

$500. 

 

Charlie Hess’ wagon shop was occupied by H. Rose as a paint shop. Several buggies that were in the 

building a number of other articles stored, were saved. IN the blacksmith department a pair of bellows 

and some other articles were lost. Just how much we were unable to learn. Loss on building $650. No 

insurance. 



 

Tim Paull’s ice house is also among the ruins. The building was erected early in the winter at a cost of 

about $400. No insurance. In addition to the loss of building can be counted the loss incurred by more or 

less melting of ice, of which article about 150 cords were stored in the building. Tim is obliged to secure 

the ice which is trouble and expense amounting to quite a sum. The house and barn on the same lot 

were both destroyed at a loss of perhaps $400. Insurance, $375. Chris Piper occupied the house and 

barn. He saved horse buggies, etc. from the latter building but most of his household good were 

destroyed. Piper’s loss reaches some $400 upon which he had insurance of $200. The fire appeared to 

catch in the barn on these premises soon after the Hubbard House was in flames, although quite a 

distance off. The direction of the wind placed the barn in range of where the fire first started, and 

probably a spark ignited the hay, and the house and barn were destroyed in an early hour of the 

conflagration. 

 

Other particulars 

The fire burned the dry grass on the public square (triangle). The buildings clear across the square, on 

the east side of Farmer Street, were in much danger. Blazing cinders set the roof of Ira Hudson’s 

residence on fire. It also set the hay and litter about his barn in a blaze which would have soon 

communicated to the building of not timely discovered. The utmost vigilance was necessary on the part 

of people residing several blocks away from the conflagration, in the line of sparks and cinders, to keep 

fire from kindling. The dry grass on the marsh pasture, half a mile east, belong to Sib Stevens, was set on 

fire by falling cinders. 

 

Many articles were badly damaged by removal. Looking glasses, stoves, earthenware, etc., were in too 

many instances moved and dropped upon the street in a manner that left them only mere fragments – 

worthless. It was all bustle and excitement and such misfortunes were unavoidable. 

 

Mr. Lichtenburg had several barrels of oil an kerosene stored away in the vault at the rear of his store – 

the old vault that has a history, and once contained the records and valuable documents belonging to 

Green Lake County, in the days when Princeton was a county seat. Mr. Lichtenburg hoped the vault of 

stone and masonry would resist the fire fiend. But it did not. Since then many articles are missing. It 

looks as though the light fingers of thieves had not missed their opportunity during the bustle and 

excitement. 

 

Fire scalded paint on front of Mrs. Jones’ grocery. 

 

April 22, 1880 – Capt. Hubbard has raised his steamboat which was sunk in Green Lake last winter. … 

Later, sold his interest in the steamer “Minnehaha” and looks to move family to Dakota. 



 

April 22, 1880 – T. J. Jakeman has moved family into rooms over Mrs. Crane’s millinery and will open 

jewelry shop in same block as soon as Lichtenburg vacates it.  

 

April 22, 1880 – Indians return for sturgeon. Stillwater? 

 

April 22, 1880 – Chas. A. Crane 

 

April 22, 1880 – Mrs. D. J. Warner – millinery. Will exchange for eggs and butter. 

 

April 29, 1880 – Yesterday morning ground was broken for a new building erected by Teske Bros. just 

west of Fisher’s restaurant  

 

April 29, 1880 – Hake has unusual sign for land sale 

 

May 6, 1880 – Base ball is a matter of the past. 

 

May 6, 1880 – August Glentz has opened saloon vacated by August Stolp. Stolp has possession of the 

Maulick property for the time being and now runs the saloon. Maulick retires from the business for a 

while at least. 

 

May 6, 1880 – J.W. Worm has workmen laying the foundation for a new building to be erected just west 

of his merchant tailoring establishment. The lower room will be occupied by Otto Giese with his jewelry 

stock. A second story will be fitted up in good shape for a photo gallery for Wm. Young and also rooms 

for a family.  

 

May 6, 1880 – Some half a hundred Indians gave a dance at Thiel’s Hall last Monday night. The affair was 

prefaced with the usual street parade and noisy demonstrations of beating drums, yelling, etc. Quite a 

number of our citizens witnessed the Indians dancing in the hall. 

 

May 6, 1880 – Lichtenburg will move his stock of drugs into Morse’s building, now occupied by Warnke 

Bros. Lichtenburg takes possession some time in July. 



 

May 6, 1880 – The Turners will commence the erection of a new hall ere long on the site of the burned 

one. The dimensions of the new building will be somewhere near 40x70 feet. The hall will be about 20 

feet from floor to ceiling. There will be a basement which will be ample for society meetings, storage 

rooms, etc. The above is simply an outline of the project as near as we can learn, although not definite in 

particulars perhaps, as present plans are liable to change as suggestions are made. 

 

May 13, 1880 – Village trustees will auction off wagon belonging to hook and ladder company. J. P. 

Schneider buys it for $15. Building where wagon was housed bought by Frank Merrill for $15.50. 

 

May 13, 1880 – A new sidewalk on the north side of Water Street from Morse’s corner to Luedtke’s is 

talked of. 

 

May 13, 1880 – RR completing new and substantial turntable over near the engine house. 

 

May 13, 1880 – It is eminently proper to put up a railing on the sidewalk along those cellar holes that 

yawn ready to receive a victim who makes a misstep in front of the ‘burnt district.’ 

 

May 13, 1880 – Piper can’t raise enough money from businessmen to sprinkle street. 

 

May 13, 1880 – Gard Green is moving the old elevator and warehouse from the river front to the street, 

next to McCormick’s shoe shop, where it is to be finished up for a store or business room of some kind. 

 

May 13, 1880 – Mrs. C. A. Crane held “grand opening” and fine millinery display at her millinery and 

dress making rooms Saturday of last and Monday of this week. “Mrs. C. may well feel proud of her 

success, as it was the first opening ever in Princeton.” 

 

May 13, 1880 – A bulletin board some 10 feet high and 196 feet in length erected on west side of public 

square, covered with colored posters announcing the Burr Robbins show a week from Monday 

 

May 13, 1880 – The ‘proper authorities’ have placed the ladders, belong to the hook and ladder 

company, at different points about the village, where it is supposed ‘they will do the most good’ in case 

of emergency. 



 

May 13, 1880 – Info about circus owner 

 

May 20, 1880 - Tim Paull has started his street sprinkler. 

 

May 20, 1880 - Teskes enclosing pasture north of railroad track 

 

May 20, 1880 - Yahr attended state Democratic convention in Madison and visited Chicago 

 

May 27, 1880 - Turners lay cornerstone for new building today with brass band and oratorical 

ceremonies. 

 

May 27, 1880 - Burr Robbins’ Great (?) Circus came and was seen by several hundreds of our people, but 

with very little satisfaction. The rumor now is that the show had been divided, and that the two divisions 

are to unite in Milwaukee at the tine of the soldiers’ reunion. 

 

May 27, 1880 - An excavation has been commenced back of Fred Schendel’s old building preparatory to 

laying a foundation for a new building. The old house will be moved or town away from the front of the 

lot to give place to the new improvement. 

 

May 27, 1880 - Public and German schools to have picnic together. 

 

June 3 

June 10, 1880 - Jakeman’s headquarters are in the post office building????? 

 

June 10, 1880 - Soldiers Reunion in MKE. Among those leaving P by train: F.S. Merrill, M.A. Perkins, Geo. 

T. Hamer, Wm. Magill, Henry Ross, Albert Eggybroad, Martin Mottz, Gotleib Dahlke, J.P. Haskins, H.B. 

Lowe, Herm Pansic, Mason Whiting, David Wilse, P.W. Jackson, F. Vanderwort. Incomplete list; at least 

72 tickets sold. 

 

June 10, 1880 - Buildings - Piper’s brigade tore up the walk between Morse’s corner and Mittlestadt’s 

saloon and substituted new foundation and plank.  



 

June 10, 1880 - Buildings – Teske Bros. commenced vacating their east store room last Monday and have 

moved their harness and shoe shop to their new room four doors west. They will put the necessary 

array of mechanics into the vacated rooms forthwith and make it over into a room convenient for the 

sale of drugs, etc. which ere long will be occupied by Mueller Bros. 

 

June 10, 1880 - Buildings – Correction. Mr. Young, the new artist, purchased the lot for building west of 

J.W. Worm’s tailoring establishment. Worm was in charge of construction until Young arrived. 

 

June 10, 1880 - Yahr using burnt Hubbard corner to display farm machinery 

 

June 17, 1880 - Levee at Portage broken by flood 

 

June 24, 1880 - Buildings – Otto Giese will establish himself at his new quarters in the building just west 

of J.W. Worm’s next week. 

 

June 24, 1880 - Buildings – Mueller Bros. probably start moving into Teske block this week. 

 

June 24, 1880 - Buildings – Lumber on the ground, foundation almost completed and carpenters at work 

at Turner Hall. 

 

June 24, 1880 - RR – The name of the S&F RR has been changed: The Sheboygan & Western Railway 

operated by the C&NW Railroad Company. 

 

June 24, 1880 - Buildings – New photo gallery will open next Monday. Mrs. C. Young is the artist, 

assisted by her husband Wm. Young. 

 

July 1, 1880 – Flooding – German school building entirely surrounded by water … Wagon loads of dead 

fish deposited on banks and dam in Montello. … The flood which has poured into the fox river from the 

Wisconsin has flooded the bottoms of the Fox at this point for several days. The water has raised since a 

week ago last Thursday about four feet and eleven inches. … Water covering Main Street for a distance 

of several rods east of the depot. … The hay crop of the low lands along the river is undoubtedly 

destroyed – a loss of no small dimensions to people living along the Fox. … reached basement story of 

Gard Green’s residence and storage sheds in rear of Luedtke’s wagon shop. Last Sunday the flood 



percolated the turnpike between the earth and abutment at the west end of the bridge. … Piper 

addressed immediately. … Railroad elevator inaccessible. … At least 20 rods of track submerged. 

 

July 1, 1880 – Buildings – “Fred Schendel tearing down two-story building just east of his block to make 

room for a business house of more modern style. The old building that was razed to the ground was 

among the landmarks of Princeton and can be placed among the antiquities of this village. Ed Harroun 

has told us a bit of history of the old building which will prove of interest to the old settlers. Thirty years 

ago, in the spring of 1850, F. Durand built, opposite his store (now Hennig’s bakery), a one-story building 

for storing goods and grain, the work being done by Chas. Stacey, now of Minnesota. The next fall P.M. 

Knapp built a one-story building next west and adjoining for a grocery. Knapp purchased the goods of 

George Parker to fill up his new room. We believe this was the first grocery store in Princeton. Some 

years after this date Thomas Williams bought both buildings, and employed Mr. Edward Hamer (since 

dead), father of our present townsman, Geo. T. Hamer, to consolidate both buildings into one by placing 

another story over the two. Mr. Williams occupied the new building as a boot, shoe, harness shop and 

dwelling for many years. At a quite recent date the property passed into the hands of Fred Schendel, the 

present owner, who as above recorded will soon have the last vestige of the old land mark moved away. 

But it is an age of progress, and one by one the old points, which have become interesting by their very 

age, have to yield and give room for the modern improvements that are better adapted to present use.” 

 

July 1, 1880 – Turners/Buildings - Carpenters commenced elevating the frame of Turner Hall 

 

July 1, 1880 – Town of Princeton assessor crop lists/values 

 

July 1, 1880 – Young man dies trying to jump aboard moving train 

 

July 1, 1880 – Buildings – Gurske has moved his shoe shop to Corenke’s harness making establishment 

 

July 8, 1880 - Fred Cooke and Jerome Morse returned from Illinois selling cattle 

 

July 15, 1880 - Foundation of Schendel’s new building is being laid. Schendel’s room lately occupied by 

him as a saloon has been metamorphosed over into a room ready for the Warnke Brothers’ stock of 

goods, which are being moved this week. 

 

July 15, 1880 - At the annual school meeting held last Monday evening, R Mueller was elected district 

clerk and L Kunz treasurer. The meeting was run by the Turnverine society, and was cut and dried 



beforehand. We hope they may show as great zeal in maintaining good schools as they did in running 

the school meeting. The question of building a school house on the west side was argued and a 

committee of five appointed to investigate the subject and report to an adjourned meeting in two 

weeks. We have always been of opinion that it was good policy to keep the schools together so that the 

principal could have supervision of each department, but there are some arguments in favor of building 

on the other side, as the district is so large. Still it might be better to divide the district, so that the west 

side could have something more than a primary department. It does not seem that a primary school will 

answer all of the demands of the people of that part of the district. However, this can be decided by the 

people at the adjourned meeting. Any change made should be in the best interests of the schools and 

upon mature deliberation. 

 

July 22, 1880 - Boy wounded playing with gun 

 

July 29, 1880 - Will Yahr visiting from Chicago and Frank Yahr back from honeymoon 

 

July 29, 1880 - Fred Cooke, cattle buyer 

 

July 29, 1880 - “The list of startling deaths recorded by the Republic this week is indeed fearful. C. 

Cutting drowned (fell off steamer headed to Princeton from Berlin to present concert), Capt. Baldwin 

(former Hubbard House manager) killed by a runaway team, the fearful death of Mr. Utley, shot by his 

own son (who claimed self-defense), and lastly the drowning of young Shope at Green Lake, completes a 

list of tragic events that are mournful to contemplate.  

 

July 29, 1880 - Schools/Germans: The attempt to make the people believe that the Republic editor has 

or does oppose the Turners as a society, will fail to pan out profitably, as those who know anything 

about it know that we have always spoken in terms of praise of their success in developing physically 

our boys and young men. Because some of the Turners do things that does not please us, and we 

assume the right of an American citizen to say what we think about it, does not conflict with our 

statement above. 

 

July 29, 1880 - Schools - School meeting = very full attendance. “The meeting voted to build a school 

house on the west side for a primary department, the site and building complete not to cost to exceed 

$700. The meeting appointed F. T. Yahr, H.H. Harmon and N.A. Dike a committee to, in connection with 

the school board, select a site and erect the building. … L. Kunz elected treasurer two weeks before, 

having failed to qualify within statute time, the office had become vacant, and after the explosion of 

some gas along the line, H.H. Harmon was duly elected treasurer. 

 



July 29, 1880 - Schools - WE HEAR it rumored that Mr. Kunz, having, as they now claim, filed his bond 

with the district clerk, will contest the right to act as treasurer of joint school district No. 2. We shall be 

sorry to see this farce continued, as it will engender ill feeling among friends and neighbors, and may 

result in injury to the public school. The better policy, it seems to us, is to say as some have said, “you 

have beaten us at our own game, and it is all right.” 

 

August 5, 1880 - Josiah Whittemore has commenced the foundation for a small building on the lot next 

west of A.H. Myers’ office. A new jewelry shop, we understand,, for his son William. 

 

Aug. 12, 1880 

 

Aug 19, 1880 - Buildings – Fred Dargatz is painting his block 

 

Aug 19, 1880 - Warren McIntyre 

 

Aug 19, 1880 - F.T. Yahr started on Friday for Milwaukee and Chicago to attend the Triennial Conclave of 

Knights Templar. Prolonged his stay on business matters. 

 

Aug 19, 1880 - Normal institute in town 

 

Aug 19, 1880 - Mill – Warren Bros. add new flume 

 

Aug 19, 1880 –  

 

Aug. 26, 1880 - A remnant of the Winnegaboes pitched their wigwam north of the village Tuesday 

 

Aug. 26, 1880 - New awning over Lichtenburg’s drug store 

 

Aug. 26, 1880 - Diptheria.  

 

 



Sept 2, 1880 - W.H. Crowther builds the new school house. Gardner Green provides lumber. 

The flag of Columbia can be elevated about 80 feet in height upon the new flag staff erected on the 

Turner hall. 

 

Sept. 9, 1880 - Nelson McIntyre 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - School house on west side being enclosed. 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - Building – Gardner Green fitting up the old elevator building for use as office, 

storeroom, etc. 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - Turners – Hall “appropriately wreathed, festooned and otherwise arranged for the 

festivities … Princeton band and Turners marched to depot to greet speaker, Col. Wedelstedt. 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - Green Lake County teachers association forms, holds first meeting in Princeton on Nov. 

27 1880 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - Chris Henning loses three children to diptheria: “It is a calamity that leaves the paternal 

heart and hearth at once desolate. Oh! The vacant chairs, the empty shoes and the silence of death, 

where was wont to be the constant patter of little feet and merry sounds of childish glee, but they are 

gone, and all within the space of four days. May our Heavenly Father bind up and heal the broken 

hearts. 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - “This morning the bell tolled for the death of August Gurske’s little boy, two or three 

years of age. It was a case of scarlet fever.” … Another boy a week later, also scarlet fever. 

 

Sept. 23, 1880 - School delayed by diptheria; delayed a week, until Oct. 11 

The diptheria took off Frank Manthey, stepson of Wm. Lueck, on Saturday last, aged about 15 years, and 

on Monday, a seven-year-old son of Mr. Ludwig Becker. 

 

Sept. 30, 1880 - Herman Megow goes to MKE to marry Julie Fisher 

 



Sept. 30, 1880 - Schendel veneering his building with brick. 

 

Oct 7, 1880 – Garfield v Hancock 

 

Oct. 7, 1880 - Politics – October 6th will be remembered throughout Green Lake County during this 

campaign at least as having been a grand gala day in Princeton for Republicans. The crowds began to 

arrive early and continued to come until long after noon. About about one o’clock p.m. the steamer 

Weston came into port loaded with wide-awake Berlinites. Their brass cannon boomed and echoed over 

the bottoms. And among the hills and groves around Princeton, and the Berlin Cities pealed forth their 

lively strains of sweet music that thrilled the heart of the great multitude that had gathered and awaited 

them at the landing. The speakers of the day, Hon. Richard Guenther and W.B. Clark, came on the 

steamer, and as soon as the boat had reached her dock the welkin rang with shouts and hurrahs for 

Guenther, our next congressman. The band formed and marched to Turn Halle, followed by a dense 

mass of humanity, not half of whom could get into the large hall, but all of whom seemed to rejoice that 

the Republican party had brought out a man as candidate for Congress in the Sixth District who the 

people could support with hearty approval, and in whom they felt an actual pride. 

 

Sept. 16, 1880 - Mr. Guenther spoke about an hour each in German and English, and was listened to 

with profound attention, and frequently applauded most heartily.  

 

Oct 14, 1880 - About 75 people marched to the depot with lanterns, headed by the band, to meet the 

Oshkosh musicians, but band didn’t show. Three Democrats spoke about 5 minutes each from balcony 

of American House between the shots from the Berlin gun, which was kept booming from its position on 

the boat. 

 

Oct 14, 1880 - Green Bay Democrat headline – The Reps Did the Booming – The Democrats Took the 

Crowd” … Thompson’s response … It is true the Republicans did “boom” just a little, and it is also true 

that they drew the crowd entirely away from the Democratic  speech, going on from the balcony of the 

hotel, cleaned them out to the extent that the speaker said ‘the crowd was too thin, and he would not 

attempt to talk to them longer,” or words to that effect.” 

 

Oct 14, 1880 - Building – Workmen turning Gard Green’s building into business block. 

 

Oct 14, 1880 - Building – William M. Whittemore is ready to repair watches, clocks, jewelry, etc. Fine line 

of new jewelry for sale. New building opposite Turner Hall. 

 



Oct 14, 1880 - Youngest child of Martin Manthey, about four years of age, died yesterday morning of 

diphtheria.  

 

Oct. 21, 1880 - Another boy of Martin Manthey’s, about 8. Buried with sibling from previous week. Girl 

15 diphtheria; a couple of Polack children, who resided over on the Indian Lands. 

 

Oct. 21, 1880 - T.J. Jakeman moves to Westfield. 

 

Oct. 21, 1880 - Front brickwork of Schendel’s new building toppled by wind. Mortar had not hardened 

yet due to damp weather. 

 

OCT 28, 1880 - Teske Bros. have already shipped between 1200 and 1500 bushels of potatoes from this 

point to the Chicago market. 

 

OCT 28, 1880 - Democrat refused to purchase salt from Gard Green because he was Republican 

 

OCT 28, 1880 - More diphtheria deaths; schools close until winter term. ME Sunday School also 

canceled. August Kleinert’s twins 

 

OCT 28, 1880 - A Polish woman living two or three miles northeast of this village brought her child to 

town sick with diphtheria Tuesday to see the doctor. It then appeared as if in the agonies of death. The 

child died yesterday. Such carelessness is criminal.’ 

 

Nov. 4, 1880 - Five children of a Polander family, living west of the village, are reported sick with 

diphtheria, all lying in one room, and three of them undoubtedly will die. 

 

Nov. 4, 1880 - Gordeski, a Polander living west of this village, has lost six out of a family of eight children 

within two weeks. One or two bodies kept three or four days before burial. “This is entirely wrong, and 

this matter of keeping bodies, when victims of diphtheria should be looked after. The protection of the 

community from the spread of the disease demands attention on the subject upon the part of the 

authorities. 

 



Nov. 4, 1880 - Yesterday telegrams were received and read quite a number of times during the day. The 

furors and shout of delight came from Republican throats every time however. 

 

Nov. 4, 1880 - Election day: “The weather was beautiful, and enthusiasm was at fever heat. The 

Democrats tried their powers at bull-dozing early in the day. … But every plan was frustrated and before 

noon the enemy showed evident signs of demoralization. … In the afternoon the prestige of 

foreshadowed victory created in the Republican ranks an enthusiasm that knew no failure, and as the 

sun sank in the west the victory was won!” Guenther won and Republicans won all but one race. 

“In the evening the office of Morse & Chittenden was thrown open as headquarters for the victors. … 

After nine o’clock reports began to come in. It was all Republican. The bonfires were fed with fuel, 

dispatch after dispatch was read, and as each telegram brought only good news, cheers rent the air.” 

 

Nov. 4, 1880 - Princeton barely for Garfield, 203-197. 

 

Nov. 4, 1880 - Green. Mr. Manthey also occupies new quarters in the same building. 

 

Nov. 11, 1880 

 

Nov 18, 1880 – In Colorado, Davis H. Waite lost wife and son, 24, to typhoid fever, 

 

Nov. 25, 1880 – Commencement of school again postponed due to diphtheria. 

6 more deaths. Nice comments about each. 

J.P. Schneider’s son, 12. Disease ran its course in four or five days. “Although everything was done that 

medical science and the kindest love and care could suggest, nothing did any good. The thought comes 

up, what can we do to save our loved ones? Must all die? Is there to remedy to stay this dread disease? 

Our heart’s sympathy goes out to the afflicted, but all are powerless. All we can do is to mourn with 

those who mourn.” 

  

Nov 18, 1880 – Frank F. Aplin’s Princeton Cash Store.  

 

Dec. 2, 1880 - Henry Rose 

Dec. 2, 1880  - Tim Paull is putting up a track from his ice house to the river’s brink. Tim is bound to have 

hus supply of ice this year, and it looks at present as if he could secure any amount of a first-class article. 



 

 

Dec. 2, 1880 - Teachers association cancels meeting 

 

Dec. 2, 1880 - The business of shipping beans from this market has assumed huge proportions. 

Chittenden & Morse have shipped already about five car loads, and two more cars are ordered. … 

Chittenden & More ordered 1000 barrels on first contract and we learn they have ordered 500 more to 

fill with beans. The barrels are furnished by a Berlin firm. 

 

Dec 9, 1880 - Fred Middlestaedt’s five children sick with diphtheria. 

 

Dec. 16, 1880 - German school closed the latter part of last week 

 

Dec. 16, 1880 - Several children of Polish families buried in the Catholic Cemetery.  

 

Dec. 16, 1880 - Town board considers closing all public schools, preventing the holding of funerals over 

the bodies of persons who have died with diphtheria, and to stop the tolling of the church bells at the 

death or burial of any one, as the sick were made more nervous and their chances of recovery lessened. 

We understand that one or two of our business men combated the proposition, as it would be an injury 

to business. The board finally concluded to call a meeting of the people and let them say wahat should 

be done. The only trouble in this course is that valuable time is consumed, and life may be lost as the 

result. 

 The board were elected to look after such matters and do what they believed for the best, and if they 

had any backbone they would hardly have waited to call a meeting at some future time to see whether 

proper care should be exercised in a case of pressing need.”  

 

 

In other comment: “One thing is certain, that unless something can be done to check this disease, our 

entire people are to be left childless. Already many homes are left desolate, where but a few days or 

weeks since the merry shouts of children was music to the ears and hearts of fond parents. Let every 

caution be taken, and every preventive tried.” 

 



Dec 23, 1880 - Several more cases – Manthey, Teske, Rimpler, Fisher, Worm. We had hoped this week to 

chronicle the fact that diphtheria had died out, but the good time seems to be deferred. Teske, Lueck 

and Rimpler went to MKE for a physician. 

 

Dec 23, 1880 - Disease started in late July, “another correspondent: 

 

Dec. 30, 1880 - Thompson-Rawson wedding strictly a family affair 

 

Dec. 30, 1880 - Village Board urges parents to keep children away from all public gatherings. Afflicted 

should be separated from family as much as possible. Funerals should be without any lengthy 

ceremonies, and the bodies removed to the cemetery as soon as possible and covered up. No admission 

of children and young folks to any home where the disease is known to prevail, should be allowed. 

Asked churches stop tolling bells. 

 

Dec. 30, 1880 - It seems as if some of our citizens are determined not to obey the orders of the Health 

Board, in using proper care to prevent the spread of diphtheria. If this recklessness is persisted in it will 

result in the death of many more children. It looks as if the only way to make some folks respect law and 

the best interests of the whole people will be to commence prosecution.” 

 

Dec. 30, 1880 - If you write about how Thompson treated Polish with diphtheria, use paper’s slogan: 

“With malice toward none, with charity for all.” 

 

1881 

Jan. 6, 1881 - Fred Middlestadt 

 

Jan. 6, 1881 - Gen. M. Brayton of Marquette recommended for county judge 

 

Jan. 6, 1881 - Diphtheria – Willie Teske, 11, son of E. Teske 

 

Jan. 13 1881 - “Diphtheria in Princeton is being forced to abandon its deathly mission for want of 

material, nearly all the children having already died.” Montello Express “A decidedly exaggerated 

statement. We have many children left although the affliction has left its mark in many homes.” 

 



Jan. 13, 1881 - Thomas Williams vs S&F RR in circuit court Judge D. J. Pulling. Williams accepts 

settlement of $250 and costs. Williams given time to remove his buildings from the little lot known as 

the triangle. Had been in court since 1874. 

 

Jan. 20, 1881 - Gen. John McDonald in Missouri prison 

 

Jan. 20, 1881 - The diphtheria appears to have suspended its work for the time being at least in this 

village. We hear of no new cases this week. Do not relax the utmost precaution and care, however. We 

have we have recorded the last case, but the greatest vigilance is still our strongest safeguard. …  

 

Jan. 20, 1881 - Mathias Nowak problem near Neshkoro 

 

Jan. 27, 1881 - Fred Schendel fined $5 for keeping his saloon open after 11 p.m. 

 

Feb. 3, 1881 - D.M. Green about to close on purchasing other half of the Princeton Mill 

 

Feb. 10, 1881 - Village school will commence next Monday; German school opened last Monday 

 

Feb. 10, 1881 - Referring to German school: “If the school officers and teachers will take proper care 

that children do not come in from families infected with diphtheria, there may not be any more 

trouble.” And referring to public school: “We have not heard of a case of diphtheria in the village for 

nearly three weeks, and of but few cases in the country adjacent, and only hope the schools may not be 

interrupted by a return of that dreaded disease.” 

 

Compare school population before and after diphtheria? 

 

Feb. 10, 1881 - Census: 32 Indians in county 

 

Feb. 10, 1881 - “The estimated cost of completing the improvements on the Fox River is put at 

$2,668,400. It is evident from experience that work on the Fox will be done under the estimate. The 

engineer’s report says: ‘The estimate of $1,000,000 for dredging in the Upper Fox will be reduced one-

half by the government owning its own dredges. Navigation being open on the Fox, and the government 



owning its boats, the cost of transportation of materials will be reduced to a minimum. The estimate for 

canal from Wisconsin river can also be reduced.” 

 

Feb. 10, 1881 - State Board of Health issues circular about small pox and urging school and health boards 

to require vaccination of children and young persons. 

 

Feb. 17, 1881 - Who sold whisky to Highnocker? Spent night in the lockup. No heat. 

 

Feb. 17, 1881 - Four days without mail due to snow blockade, but three funerals on Monday. Snow 

blockade between Shebogyan and Fond du Lac lasted four weeks and one day. 

 

Feb. 17, 1881 - “It has been so long since we had a school here that the ringing of the bell recalls 

memories pretty well faded.” 

 

Feb. 24, 1881 - Julius Hennig, brother of M. and C. Hennig, residing up in the Chippewa country, 

proposes settling in Princeton ere long. 

 

Feb. 17, 1881 - F.T. Yahr has sold about sixty passage tickets from Germany to Princeton since the 1st of 

January, and O.H. Lichtenberg and the Mueller Bros. have each sold quite a number. It looks as if 

Princeton is to have considerable accession to its population this season.” 

 

March 3, 1881 - Schendel – A hundred voices made music at Schendel’s billiard hall on Cattle Fair day.  

 

 

March 3, 1881 - Pushing one another in a saloon on cattle fair day one went through a big light of glass 

at Ponto’s. 

 

March 3, 1881 - Two children of Fred Manthey, living over on the “west side,” are reported sick with 

diphtheria. … 3 more deaths 

 

March 10, 1881 - C. Hennig, the baker 

 



March 10, 1881 - Buildings - F. F. Alpin closes; most stock to Collins Brothers and Mr. Woodworth, of 

Berlin. Goods went to Berlin by team. “The store-room recently occupied by Alpin is a lonesome looking 

vacuum.” 

 

March 10, 1881 - Buildings - Charley Crane sold his cigar manufactory to H.E. Megow. 

 

March 10, 1881 - Complaint about cemetery association. 

 

March 10, 1881 - Long story (filling space) about snow blockade, from Feb. 26-March 10. “This chapter 

may in like manner serve to help fill a paper.” 

 

March 17, 1881  

 

March 24, 1881 - Buildings – After holding forth in the “red brick” for six or seven years, H.H. Harmon 

has moved his stock of furniture into Thiel’s block, occupying the rooms recently used by Frank Aplin. 

 

March 24, 1881 - Buildings The bill to authorize the village to purchase an interest in the canal or mill 

race, with a view of improving the same, was killed in the Assembly a week ago yesterday. 

 

March 24, 1881 - Buildings Nelson H Lowe commits suicide by morphine 

 

March 31, 1881 

 SEVERAL LOCAL MATTERS ON THE FRONT PAGE THIS WEEK – NEED! 

 

March 31, 1881 - Among other matters, why not organize an effective fire company this spring. 

 

March 31, 1881 - August Gorska selling boots and shoes 

 

March 31, 1881 - There are 70 school houses in Green Lake County. These houses will accommodate 

3,411 pupils. Out of the 70 school houses, only 51 are reported properly ventilated. The average wages 

of male teachers for the last year was $30.95 per month; female teachers, $20.70. 



 

April 7, 1881 - J.C. Thompson elected village president. Alban Clark town chairman. 

 

April 14, 1881 - Call for telephone facilities with the county seat. 

 

April 14, 1881 - The rumor is rather confirmed that the Lutherans will erect a large, nice church in this 

village next summer, probably on the site now occupied by their present structure. 

 

April 14, 1881 - Hubbard sells off stuff. Charters car to take possessions to prairies of Dakota. 

 

 

April 14, 1881 - No diphtheria in village, but still in area. Locktender G. Jahnke lost son, 17 or 18, and 

daughter sick. Carl Swanke buried four children last week, 

 

April 14, 1881 - Gard Green orders 100 sewing machines. Plans branch office in Oshkosh under D.M. 

Green. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Ditch break a mile from town requires 30 loads of stone to repair 

 

April 21, 1881 - 40 kids at west side school 

 

April 21, 1881 - German Methodists might buy Lutheran church. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Buildings - Gus Krueger cleaning and painting butcher shop. Temporarily moves meats 

into Shendel’s block. Improvements include a marble meat table, new painting and general renovation. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Buildings - Will Whittemore is annexing another building to his jewelry store, which is to 

serve as a dwelling house for his family. 

 



April 21, 1881 - Buildings – T. Williams will move his buildings from near the depot to his lots north of 

Seafeldt’s as soon as the flood subsides. The Seafeldt property north of the depot is all under water 

except a few square feet where the house stands. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Railway track from the depot past the elevator is entirely submerged. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Buildings – Eggleston’s old store-house building near the depot has had its foundations 

saturated by water until it is about toppled over. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Yahr: “The plans and specifications are about complete, which are to be used in 

connection with the erection of an excellent residence by F. T. Yahr, Esq. The work will commence soon. 

The building, when completed, will cost near $5,000 and will be erected on the lot where he now lives, 

west of the bridge, but a short distance this way of his present residence. The contemplated 

improvement will add much to the appearance of the ‘west side.’” 

 

April 21, 1881 - The following branches of the C&NW RR have been consolidated: Chicago & Milwaukee, 

Milwaukee and Madison, Sheboygan & Western. Now … Chicago, Milwaukee & Northwestern Railway 

Company. 

 

April 21, 1881 - Last week we announced that the Fox River was rising, but at the time hardly expected 

the almost unprecedented rise that has since taken place. … It is now several inches higher than during 

the flood of last June and still increasing in volume. The cause for this great flood is perhaps accounted 

for from the fact that the water ways are all open at Montello, and every stream emptying into the Fox 

River is swollen to unusual dimensions. … No particular damage has yet been sustained here from the 

flood The water has raised gradually, and the lumber and material on the flats below the dam have been 

secured so that damage from that quarter is hardly apprehended. There has been some fear of the 

turnpike west of the bridge being washed out. Chris Piper put men and teams to work hauling dirt and 

gravel yesterday to be prepared for any emergency. It is several years since the water has been as high, 

and it has only been upon one or two occasions since the settlement of the country that it was a few 

inches higher.” 

 

April 21, 1881 - The Polish Catholics are discussing the propriety of erecting a parsonage. 

Plans and specifications have been submitted to the dignitaries of the church. 

 

April 28, 1881 - Population: 961 village; 2074 town (includes village; 1113 without); also list of county 

officials 



 

CORRESPONDENCE AND LOCAL MATTERS ON OPPOSITE PAGE 

 

April 28, 1881 - Buildings: O.B. Crane is fixing up his corner room for occupancy by someone. 

 

April 28, 1881 - Buildings: The front room of Mrs. Radway’s building has been metamorphosed into a 

dressmaking establishment run by Mrs. Stevens and Miss Mary Smith. 

 

April 28, 1881 - Buildings: August Stolp vacates the Maulick saloon the first of the month, and takes up 

the tailoring business again in the establishment of Teske Bros. 

 

April 28, 1881 - Business: Julius Hennig is going to add sixty feet of brick building to the rear of the 

Maulick saloon He proposes to open a first-class billiard hall. The work will be commenced immediately. 

… Republic later reported Elmer Morse had bought property from Maulick and leased it to Julius Hennig 

for four years.  

 

April 28, 1881 - Carl Swanke, living southwest toward Montello, has sold his farm and will leave the 

country soon. Within six weeks, lost six of their seven children. 

 

April 28, 1881 - Yahr: F.T. Yahr started yesterday morning for Fond du Lac and Milwaukee. He is 

uncertain about building the residence this season, to which the Republic made reference last week, on 

account of the scarcity of seasoned or dry lumber on the market. The material required in the 

construction of such a building should be of the very best quality. Mr. Yahr is bound to have just such 

material as he wants, even if he waits a year. 

‘ 

May 5, 1881 - Buildings – Princeton meat market has new awning. 

 

May 5, 1881 - F.T. Yahr won’t build the present season as has been reported. 

 

May 5, 1881 - Buildings: One corner of Dargatz’s block has been affected enough by the winter to settle 

a little too much for the rest of the building. 

 



May 5, 1881 - Buildings: Herman Warnke took possession of Aug. Ponto’s saloon last Monday, having 

rented the establishment for a year. 

 

May 5, 1881 - Buildings: Si Eggleston proposes to move his building down near the depot nearer the 

track and add enough to make a liberal amount of storage room for future use. 

 

May 12, 1881 - Base ball was a game played on the commons last Saturday 

 

May 12, 1881 - “Somewhere near 260 tickets have been sold in Princeton to send to Germany to bring 

families to their friends in this country, and the arrivals have commenced. When we consider that a 

single ticket is good for the transportation of a whole family, and many families consist of five to 10 

individuals, we can form some idea of the army that is arriving and to come to this point. It all points in 

Wisconsin have sold as many tickets in proportion as Princeton has furnished, the state will be full in a 

short time. But then such is not the case, as our foreign element is proportionately larger than in most 

villages in the state of equal or greater population.” 

 

May 12, 1881 - “We hear that Mr. Carl Swanke, who recently had such a visitation of diphtheria in his 

family, tried to attend the Lutheran Church the following Sunday after burying his children, without 

making any effort toward disinfecting or deodorizing after the appearance of the disease in his 

household. Objection was raised to his appearance in church among children, especially, and he vacated 

his seat. It created quite a feeling in that denomination. The man probably was ignorant of the necessity 

of taking such precautionary measures as are required to guard against the spread of diphtheria, and 

undoubtedly was innocent of any intentional harm, but the prompt measures taken by his fellow 

members in the church to enforce such reasonable precautions in behalf of their families of little folks, 

was justifiable and right.” 

 

May 19, 1881 - Buildings – A new awning on the front of Mrs. Jones’ restaurant. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Buildings – A new billard table has just been put in Hennig’s saloon. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Buildings – Si Eggleston proposes to go out of the mercantile business for the present, at 

least, having sold his building to H.E. Megow, and is disposing of the goods he has on hand. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Judge Myers house up near the brewery overhauled 

 



May 19, 1881 - Buildings – The Hennigs are painting and papering their butcher shop, and otherwise 

renovating their institution and will make it as neat as a pin. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Democrat moving to Markesan. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Mr. Yahr is putting the old Hubbard dock in repair to facilitate the shipping and landing 

of freight from passing boats. The fire of last year left the dock in a rather dilapidated condition, and the 

two floods since have made it only worse until it had become a really dangerous place for loading or 

unloading either passengers or freight. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Piper complains that the youngsters, both male and female, appear to take pleasure in 

tearing up and mutilating the foot bridge west of the large bridge across the river. … If they must go 

there and play their pranks, it is hoped they will leave enough bridge in their enthusiastic desire to do 

something so that sober people can at least tell where the old bridge was located. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Uneasy boys became too noisy last Sunday while trying to play base ball on the 

commons. A remonstrance from some of the village officers quieted them and the game was dropped. 

Aside from laws which enforce the observance of the Sabbath day from noisy and unusual 

demonstrations, a respect for the feelings of nineteen out of twenty of the people of the land, who 

enjoy the day as one devoted to a rest from the usual avocations of life, is no more than a duty. Young 

people should recollect this, and not make themselves conspicuously disagreeable. They are too apt to 

become noisy and demonstrative, use blasphemy and disgusting language in a loud voice upon such 

occasions. A peaceful, quiet Sabbath in a neighborhood indicates that they are law loving and honorable 

citizens who reside there. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Ordinance sets saloon hours no early than 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. Nov. 1-May 1 and 11 p.m. 

May 1-Nov. 1. 

 

May 26, 1881 - Building - Si Eggleston has moved what’s left of his goods into Demell’s block. Room 

formerly occupied by H.H. Harmon.  

 

May 19, 1881 - Building: Chris Hunold talks of moving his barber shop a little farther west to the old 

Eggleston stand. 

 



May 19, 1881 - Building – Megow, since his purchase of Si Eggleston’s building, is having the same 

thoroughly fixed over with new front and other improvements that will make the old building look 

almost new. 

 

May 19, 1881 - Building – W.J. Frank opened up a stock of groceries in the east room of Crane’s block 

last Saturday. 

 

June 2, 1881 - Decoration Day: List of soldier gravesites visited 

 

 

June 9, 1881 - The Lutheran Church will not be built soon, and we are sorry. 

 

June 16, 1881 - According to the Secretary of State, the amount apportioned to each child in the state 

for school purposes will be raised from 40 to 41 cents. In 1879 the apportionment was 38 cents. 

 

June 16, 1881 - Hinocker checking price of fox pelts 

 

June 23, 1881 - August West in the employ of G. Green 

 

June 23, 1881 - Building – H. Megow has moved into his building and is settling down to business “under 

his own vine and fig tree” 

 

June 30, 1881 - Fred Yahr bought one lot of nearly 3,000 pounds of wood Monday, of Wm. McConnell, 

of the town of Berlin 

 

June 30, 1881 - G. Green displays a fine lot of farm machinery on a new platform erected west of 

Chittenden & Morse’s office. 

 

June 30, 1881 - Slight problem with bridge 

 

June 30, 1881 - New ad from Eversz and Weller??  



 

June 30, 1881 - Building - E.L. Perry, dentist, from Waupun, will locate in Princeton in two weeks. He will 

occupy rooms in Schendel’s building. 

 

June 30, 1881 - Dr. Gus Mueller fined $10 for beating horses. 

 

July 7, 1881 - County Crop numbers for 1880 

 

July 7, 1881 - Garfield assassination: Fourth of July – “The news from Washington of the attempted 

assassination of the chief magistrate of the land cast a shadow that settled into a deep melancholy on 

the hearts of thousands who are always ready to do patriotic duty on the natal day of our country’s 

independence. The evening previous to the Fourth the rumor came that Garfield is no more, and in the 

absence of any contradiction of the rumor … the thought was uppermost in every mind that it would be 

more appropriate to turn the day into a solemn hour of mourning rather than indulge in the festivities 

that are usually the concomitants of a Fourth of July celebration. Early in the forenoon, however, news 

came by telegraph that the President was not dead, but that hopes were inspired in the bosoms of his 

attendants that he might recover. The effect of this news in the eye of the ordinary observer upon the 

hundreds whose hearts were oppressed and sore was a sight gratifying to contemplate. It could be seen 

in the crowd as plainly as daylight could be distinguished from darkness. The fact that the President was 

not only alive, but, by a dispatch received about noon, his chances for recovery were considered fair, 

made matters look still brighter.” Garfield was shot at 9:30 a.m. July 2, less than four months into his 

presidency, and died 79 days later on Sept. 19, 1881. 

 

July 14, 1881 - Buildings - Otto Giese has moved his stock of jewelry into Megow’s room. 

 

July 14, 1881 - Frank Utley sentenced to life (also see previous edition) – first sentenced to life in county 

 

July 14, 1881 -  Catholic parsonage just east of the Polander Catholic Church is now well under way. It 

will be a comfortable residence when completed. 

 

July 14, 1881 - A child of widow Swanke, over on the west side, died Tuesday morning of diphtheria. We 

hear of other cases in the same family. Let the utmost caution prevail to keep the disease from 

spreading. 

 

July 21, 1881 - What, where, who is Frank’s grocery/restaurant? 



 

July 21, 1881 - Gen. McDonald and wife in Georgia. Not the divorce case? 

 

July 21, 1881 - Diphtheria in Wisconsin last year caused 1,780 deaths and scarlet fever 390.  

 

July 21, 1881 - F.T. Yahr, Esq., had a very serious attack of heart trouble on Tuesday evening. He was 

sitting reading his correspondence shortly after the mail was distributed – a little after 8 o;clock p.m. – 

when the attack came on and the spasms continued until after midnight. He was taken to his home and 

Dr. Holly called as soon as possible. Later his business partners were summoned to his bedside and for 

several hours there was doubts of his recovery. Yesterday he was resting quietly and apparently out of 

danger. … back to office following week … he will start on a trip somewhere next week, to be absent for 

a while in hopes to recover more fully … started east in early August with intentions of enjoying a season 

of rest and recreation. One of the points of attraction he will take in will be the Niagara Falls. 

 

 

July 28, 1881 - Parsonage being galvanized with brick. 

 

July 28, 1881 - Buildings – Schendel has been carrying hotel furniture into his building, and the prospects 

are favorable for the opening of his hotel soon. In point of fact it is opened. 

 

August 4, 1881 - Building - Tom Williams has moved his house and barn from near the depot to his lots 

north of that point 

 

August 4, 1881 - The lot in the rear of Turner Hall is fenced and other improvements are to be added to 

the grounds soon.  

 

August 4, 1881 - Log drive (also mentioned earlier but I didn’t make note) starts Monday, through 

Tuesday 

2 million feet of logs. 20 men. Capt. J.O. Trow of the steamer W.B, Brow. Engaged in getting the fleet of 

logs to Oshkosh. “He says the practicality of running logs this way is an open question yet, and maybe 

feasible, or a summing up of the disadvantages and costs may possibly be figured up to an insuperable 

objection to again making the effort.” 

 



August 4, 1881 - Portage Register: July 28. Boom broke above mouth of canal last spring. Trow gathered 

logs that escaped from the broken boom. Said to be 500 logs within three miles of Portage. Planned to 

force logs up the Wisconsin, into the canal and driven down to the Fox to the sawmills below.  

 

August 11, 1881 - Son of August Summerfeldt drowns 

 

Aug. 18, 1881 - Fish of Fisch & Comstock retiring 

 

Aug. 25, 1881 - Yahr returns home. 

 

Aug. 25, 1881 - There has been too much drunkenness on Sundays recently and the wrong is to be 

abated. The saloons will not be opened hereafter on Sunday. All have agreed to remain closed and if 

anyone breaks over the law and the agreement, prosecutions are to follow. We hope there will not be 

need of any prosecutions.” 

 

Aug. 25, 1881 - Building – Miss Emma Z Childs is again at home in her fancy grocery establishment in the 

front room of the post office. 

 

Aug. 25, 1881 - Four dredges at work near Princeton. Six feet of water is what they are working for. 

Masses of sand piled on bank of the river. Machine floods it back on to the marsh. 

 

Aug. 25, 1881 - Building – The report is extant that Si. Eggleston will create a new warehouse forthwith 

somewhere near the railroad track. 

 

Sept. 1, 1881 - Teskes harvest hops they grew near railroad track 

 

Sept. 8, 1881 - Building - Si Eggleston’s new warehouse is being rapidly pushed to completion. 

 

Sept. 15. 1881 - Building – H. Megow has moved into the upper rooms of his building on Water Street. 

 

Sept. 15. 1881 - 7-year-old daughter of John S. Pahl dies of diphtheria. Live in the business portion of 

village. Board of Health isolates family as much as possible. 



 

Sept. 15. 1881 - High waters – diphtheria link? 

 

Sept. 22, 1881 - Garfield dies … “The hews of the President’s death was received with sadness in 

Princeton, It was indeed startling though not really unexpected.” 

 

Sept. 15. 1881 - Couple more deaths 

 

Sept. 15. 1881 - F.T. Yahr owns an interest in the engine and machinery just placed in the elevator 

building with Chittendon & Morse. 

 

Sept. 29, 1881 - Uncle Tom’s Cabin at Turner Hall by Mason and Morgan troupe: “The last scene, “The 

Beautiful Gates Ajar,” was the grandest scenic effect ever seen in Princeton, and elicited thunders of 

applause. The memory of that scene will be remembered by all for a life time.” (Oct. 6) 

 

Sept. 29, 1881 - Princeton buyers are paying out upwards of $4,060 per day to the farmers. The greatest 

trouble with our buyers is the lack of cars to transport their products to market. 

 

Sept. 29, 1881 - W.F. Corenke has moved his harness shop to the room just east of the post office.  

 

Oct. 6, 1881 - Mr. Seafeldt, down near the depot, has been badly afflicted with floods for a year or two, 

but proposes to move his effects to a home of a daughter, near Richford. 

 

Oct. 6, 1881 - All government work on both the upper and lower Fox has ceased, the appropriation 

having been exhausted. $25000 for upper Fox; nothing done but dredging. 

 

Oct. 6, 1881 - Due to quarry, Montello will get railroad to Packwaukee. 

 

Oct. 6, 1881 - The sidewalks this way of the bridge are being changed. The walk from Luek’s corner 

crosses Water Street and a new one is being laid to the bridge. The old walk on the north side of the 

street between the bridge and Luek’s corner will be vacated. The new walk on the south side of the 

street is being extended east to Ludtke’s wagon shop. 



 

Oct. 13, 1881 - Fifteen new arrivals fresh from Germany landed at our depot yesterday. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - Hay on the marshes of Fox River and all the marshes adjoining is being injured by high 

water. Hundreds of tons will be spoiled, and winter feed will be scarce and high. … The latest plan for 

keeping hay out of the reach of the prospective flood is to stack it on a platform built on posts driven 

into the ground, the bottom of the stacks being some two or three feet from the ground. … Hay is being 

moved off from the bottom lands of the Fox as rapidly as possible in boats. The flats are about covered 

so that small boats can run most any direction. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - Fred Schendel’s boy dies of diphtheria. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - The railroad company have erected a substantial barricade to break the force of the 

current during high water, reaching from the bridge to the elevator. The obstruction is built of planks 

and posts, and will present an obstacle to the force of the current that will prevent much of the damage 

experienced last spring by the flood. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - Frank Utley escapes. Taken out of walls with other prisoners to dig potatoes. Warden 

paid $100 reward for his capture. He was caught five days later near Poynette. He had trudged through 

rain and mud, stealing food or going hungry, 30 miles to his home the first night. Changed clothes. High 

water prevented him from crossing Fox “or Utley, who is ‘in for life,’ might possibly have made good his 

escape.” 

 

Oct. 20, 1881 - Ad – August Gorska boots shoes second door west of J. Wm. Worm’s clothing house. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - The parents of our townsmen, the Mueller brothers, and four children arrived here from 

Germany Monday … The Warnke brothers greeted several relatives and friends who arrived from the 

fatherland last week. And still they come. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - A score or more of hitching posts have been erected recently. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - High water interferes with the use of the elevator building, and storage room for grain 

brought to market has to found elsewhere. 

 



Oct. 13, 1881 - The water in the Fox is very high, perhaps at this writing within six inches of where it 

stood during the freshet of last spring. The damage in this section so far is in the loss of hay stacked 

upon the bottoms. Of course three or four feet in height on every stack now in the marsh will be ruined, 

which in the aggregate will be many tons. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - Fred Schendel has lost his last child, of a family of three children, the last little one dying 

yesterday morning, of diphtheria. 

 

Oct. 13, 1881 - Depot building undergoing repairs. Passenger room and office is to be substantially 

ceiled, the old walls having been taken off, preparatory to such work. 

 

Oct. 27, 1881 - Yahr - An arrangement was recently consumated by which F. T. Yahr becomes sole 

proprietor of the bank. 

 

Oct. 27, 1881 - The high water covers the lower floor of the German school house. The school is now in 

session over on the west side, in a building near Swanke’s shops. … No business. The water surrounds all 

the warehouses and traffic in grain and produce is about suspended. …  

 

A sign says you can’t drive into the flooded street west of the livery stable without danger of going 

down. … Buyers at this point have been obliged to refuse the farmers’ wheat this week, storage room 

not being available since the high water has cut off the use of the elevators. … Water wheel at the mill 

was disabled Tuesday by some obstruction, so that only feed can be ground at present until the flood 

recedes so that backwater will not interfere with fixing it. … The water has reached a height that 

prevents teams reaching the doors of any warehouse if loaded with grain, the water flowing into the 

wagon boxes. 

 

The Fox River, at this point, is higher than has been known for years. Considerable damage has been 

done up to this date (Wednesday) in this village. Tuesday night the barricade built by the railroad 

company in the shape of a tight board fence, from the bridge to the elevator, suffered material damage, 

nearly half of it succumbing to the pressure of the flood, being swept away. The object in erecting this 

obstruction was to break the force of the current that rushes over the rail track after the water leaves 

the bridge. This obstruction being swept away, the water is playing havoc with about 75 or 80 rods of 

track, which is now being washed out, and of course, the amount of damage can only be known when 

the flood subsides. Below the elevator the huge banks of sand taken out of the Fox River by the dredge 

during the summer are fast disappearing, and from the direction the current take it looks as if the 

railroad company would have to dig out their track for fifteen or twenty rods y removing several feet of 

sand that has washed over it. There are other damages incident to the flood, which it is hard to 

estimate. The elevator and the railroad tracks leading to it being rendered unavailable, storage for 



wheat and other grain is out of the question, and our buyers are in great straights to find storage room 

for the produce that arrives. The high water also threatened to run over the road at each end of the 

bridge. To avert such a calamity, C. Piper with a gang of men, commenced operations Tuesday morning 

in the shape of putting up plank edgewise and filling in with gravel. This move will prevent the water 

from running over the road, probably, which would been the result in case a south wind should shove 

the flood and waves against the turnpikes. 

 

Nov. 3, 1881 - We do not hear of any more diphtheria. 

 

Nov. 3, 1881 - The water in the river commenced falling Sunday and by Monday was receding rapidly. 

 

Nov. 3, 1881 - R.C, Treat, once well known in Princeton, is a merchant at Meadow Valley, Wisconsin. 

 

Nov. 3, 1881 - The flood has given water sufficient so that boats are said to pass over or around the locks 

the same as before they were built. 

 

Nov. 3, 1881 - River commission appraising damage done by overflow. … Mill back in operation. 

 

Nov. 10, 1881 - Water is very high but has receded about two feet from the highest point reached. 

 

Nov. 10, 1881 - Building – Norm Lowe has bought Mrs. Jones’ property, stock of groceries, good will, etc. 

Mrs. Jones moving to Marquette.’’ 

 

Nov. 17, 1881 - Thompson Obit mentions Green Lake boating accident of 1873 – lost her father, two 

sisters and niece 

 

Nov. 24, 1881 

 

Dec. 1, 1881 - RR has repaired track damaged by the floor. It begins to look like business again down at 

the depot. 

 

Dec. 1, 1881 - Comstock & Niskern, attorneys at law, in Yahr’s block 



 

Dec. 8, 1881 - Schools – Front page on school superintendent report 

 

Dec. 8, 1881 - Frank Barthol, father of Karl and Paul, died at his home in this village a week ago last 

Thursday. 

‘ 

Dec. 8, 1881 - Schneider/Building - New lumber ceiling at American House. The floods of water overhead 

the night of the fire brought down the plastering. 

 

Dec. 8, 1881 - Wm. F. Corenke at his new shop east side of the post office – harnesses, whips, etc 

 

Dec. 8, 1881 - Paul Barthol in jail – attempted to rob C. Jaspers, the one-armed agent of Pickett’s Station. 

Jail in Oshkosh. Hit him with club.  

 

Dec. 15, 1881 

Dec. 22, 1881 - Superintendent of Schools A.W. Millard reports our village schools in as fine and 

flourishing condition as is possible under their overcrowded condition. Especially is the primary 

department blockaded. Miss McAssey has about 80 pupils on her roll, just twice as many as any good 

teacher can manage to the interest and advancement of the children. There is talk of hiring a room and 

putting in another teacher for the balance of the winter. At present, and for two or three weeks, the 

board furnishes a helper in the same room, but another room must be had, 

 

Dec. 29, 1881 - Restaurants advertise oysters. 

 

Jan. 5, 1882 - Eugene Yahr goes to Milwaukee to take position in hardware store 

 

Jan. 5, 1882 - Bank has disbursed over $62000 for beans this season. 

 

January 12, 1882 - Paul Barthol gets 10 years in the pen. 

 

Jan. 19, 1882 



Jan. 6, 1882 - Miss McAssey’s department in the public school has been so crowded recently with 

scholars, that the school board have secured the basement of Turner Hall, and quite a number of the 

youngest class of scholars now attend there, this branch of the school being under the supervision of 

Miss Baldock. 

 

Feb. 2, 1882 

Feb. 9, 1882 - C. Hunold has rented family rooms in the stone building of T. Taggartz’s just west of Gard 

Green’s.  

 

Feb. 9, 1882 - The old stone vault, the only thing that withstood the fire in June ’80 is being razed to the 

ground to give room for a building on that corner to be erected by F.T. Yahr for the use of Pooch & Born, 

the popular machine men. 

 

Feb. 9, 1882 - Washington’s Birthday celebration at Thiel’s Hall billed as grand convention of lovers of 

Terpsichore. Lovers of the art “will attend en masse, thus promising the largest and most enjoyable 

social entertainment had in Princeton for many years.” 

 

Feb. 16, 1882 - F. Dargatz, proprietor of one of Princeton’s saloons, died this morning.  

 

Feb. 23, 1882 - JF Warnke is in Chicago purchasing the new stock of goods for the new firm 

 

Feb. 23, 1882 - The Republic office has moved to the first building east of the American House, ground 

floor 

 

Feb. 23, 1882 - The hardware firm of F.T. Yahr & Co. is no more. The firm dissolved by mutual consent. 

Gottfried Schaal going out and the business to be run by F.T. Yahr. 

 

Feb. 23, 1882 - Teskes ship more horses to Fall Creek. 

 

Feb. 23, 1882 - Flowage commission appointed to review claims for damage from flood. 

 

March 2 1882 - F.T. Yahr has bought the Magill home. 



 

March 2 1882 - N. McIntyre retires from McIntyre & Son 

 

March 2 1882 - P Regan is building the shops on Water Street for F.T. Yahr 

 

March 2 1882 - Carpenters commenced work on the old Hubbard corner this morning. F.T. Yahr is 

preparing to build a store building on the corner lot of the old Hubbard House for occupancy by Pooch 

and Born, as we hear, and on the lot east a blacksmith and wagon shop for Herman Mielke to occupy, so 

far as blacksmithing goes. 

 

March 2 1882 - We hear rumor that Gottfried Schaal will go into the hardware trade 

 

March 2 1882 - A.E. Herburt moved into Princeton this week and Mrs. H. will open a dress making 

business in the rooms formerly occupied by Mrs. L.J. Radway adjoining the Republic office. 

 

March 2 1882 - New firm, Warnke Bros. & Krueger.  

 

March 9, 1882 - Gottfried Schaal will veneer his new store building with brick.  … He will build a two-

story building this spring on the lot recently purchased from Carl Worm for $1,500, formerly known as 

the old Boylan corner. The dwelling house is take a back seat and will be fitted up for residence. 

 

March 9, 1882 - F.T. Yahr’s blacksmith shop and corner store building were raised yesterday. 

 

March 9, 1882 - We learn that a new millinery shop is to be started in the Dagatz block, in the room 

occupied by Chris. Hunold the past year or two. 

 

March 9, 1882 - M. Manthey and son, Henry, will soon open a new store in the room where August 

Gorske’s shoe store now is. Gorske to go to the room Mr. Manthey now occupies. 

 

March 9, 1882 - The new German school building, as we learn, is to be on the west side triangle. Messrs. 

Yahr & Swanke donating the park. The building to be 28 by 40 feet, two stories high, veneered with 

brick, and built in modern style. 



 

March 16. 1882 - P.W. Jackson wants to sell his half of livery to go west.  

 

March 16. 1882 - John Demell and father, D. Demell, plan to go west. Jule Hennig buys the property of D. 

Demell just east of the latter’s brick block, which was recently occupied by shoemaker Emil Lempke, 

leaving due to health. 

 

March 16. 1882 - A room down by the bridge has become the receptacle of what little is left of Si 

Eggleston’s stock of goods, Eggleston & Rowe having vacated the Demell block. 

 

March 16. 1882 - Over west of the village Frederick Schultz has sold his farm to Ignatz Bartol.  

 

March 23, 1882 - A petition to the President praying for the pardon of Sergeant Mason was forwarded 

to Washington from Princeton yesterday. Nearly a hundred names were appended, and those were 

secured without any particular effort at circulating the paper. If some one had time to take the matter in 

hand and make an effort in that direction, we believe 500 names could be secured in this village and 

contiguous neighborhood. 

 

March 30. 1882 - Carl Worm has secured shop room in Megow’s establishment, so we learn. 

 

March 30. 1882 - The C&NW Railway company have materially reduced emigrant tickets to the west and 

northwest to promote settlement on their lands in Minnesota and Dakota. 

 

March 30. 1882 - Ripon big fire 

 

March 30. 1882 - Residence, I think: Warren McIntyre vacated the Crane property on Thursday last that 

passed into the hands of T.S. Chittenden 

 

March 30. 1882 - F.T. Yahr ha determined to build a wagon shop on Water Street, almost opposite the 

American House, and nearly opposite the Republic office, but the contagious spirit of improvement took 

H.H. Harmon in a tender spot and he saw it to his advantage to buy the property in question. He will 

immediately proceed to build a good two-story store room for his fast-increasing furniture trade. The 

building to be 30x42 feet on the ground, tin roof, and to be a very substantial building. Both gentlemen 

are entitled to a vote for thanks. 



 

March 30. 1882 - April 6, 1882 

Pooch & Born commenced loading agricultural machinery into their new rooms opposite the American 

House last Tuesday. 

 

April 13, 1882 - Eggleston story about Jew and toll 

 

April 13, 1882 - Jackson & Merrill started a carload of horses for Fargo, Dakota. 

 

April 13, 1882 - G. Schaal has been cutting down trees and clearing off his corner, west of Wm. Luedtke’s 

preparatory, to erecting his new store building.  … G. Schaal has purchased lumber in Oshkosh for his 

new store building, and it will soon be brought up by boat. 

April 20, 1882 

 

Some 30 or 40 men, mostly Polanders, left Princeton Monday for Oshkosh, where they secured 

transportation up north to points on the Lake Shore railroad, to work. 

 

April 13, 1882 - It is now probable that nine and maybe 10 saloon licenses will be taken in this village at 

$115 each beside revenue license. This will give a large fund to the village and lessen taxes. 

 

April 27, 1882 - Gard Green has commenced the foundation for a new addition in the rear of the room 

now occupied by M. Manthey, all of which will eventually make a store room when completed 40 feet in 

length, which Mr. Manthey will occupy for his growing business. He was in Thiel block. 

 

April 13, 1882 - Statewide push to improve roads 

 

May 4, 1882 - HH Harmon is moving into his new store room. 

 

May 4, 1882 - August Ponto again opens the saloon biz in his own fine rooms. 

 

May 4, 1882 - Herman Warnke has purchased the Dargatz block and moved in May 1. Herman will run a 

saloon. 



 

May 4, 1882 - A wagon maker from Kingston, we hear, takes a hand with Herman Mielke at the trade, 

just west of Jackson & Merrill’s livery barn. 

 

May 4, 1882 - G Schaal has his dwelling nearly ready for occupancy 

 

May 11, 1882 - The steamer Weston came up yesterday, towing a large barge loaded with material for 

Gottfried Schaal’s new building. Gottfried will soon make a change on that corner that will prove a 

substantial improvement. 

 

May 4, 1882 - H.H. Harmon has now taken possession of his bran new rooms west of Turner Hall. 

everything is new, neat and complete. His store is full of furniture, and he will sell at figures that make it 

an object to purchase of him and not go elsewhere. Step into his news furniture store and enquire of 

him as to quality and price of goods. You will buy every time. 

 

May 18, 1882 - The new German school house over on the west side of the river will be erected 

immediately. The steamer Bismarck will place lumber on the dock today to be used in erection of the 

building. The structure will be 26x40 feet in size and two stories high. The “Flint” Park is the ground 

appropriated on which will be erected the temple of learning. It is a slightly and handsome location.  

 

May 25, 1882 - The building formerly used as a German school house has been changed into a paint 

shop. 

 

May 25, 1882 - The “Dick” Green property near the Congregational church was recently sold to J. Ernst, 

one of the brewers. Short street 

 

May 25, 1882 - The walk from the bridge to the West side will perhaps be rebuilt on a foundation driven 

by a pile driver. At least we have heard such insinuations dropped. 

 

June 1, 1882 - The framing of G. Schaal’s building has commenced. P. Regan and his helpers doing the 

work. 

 

June 1, 1882 - A substantial foot bridge has been erected from the bridge to the west bank of the river, 

but it needs boards each side.  



 

June 1, 1882 - RR has block signal 

 

June 8. 1882 

 

June 15, 1882 - Samuel Morse lived in Bend area 

 

June 22, 1882 - The frame of G. Schaal’s new building is raised and that corner begins to look like 

business. 

 

June 22, 1882 - The frame of the new German school building over on the west side is up and being 

enclosed. 

 

June 29, 1882 - Crosswalk between the American House and Morse’s corner was made bran new 

yesterday. 

 

June 29, 1882 - Fisher’s restaurant – Frank’s? 

 

July 5, 1882 - ME Church undergoing repairs. 

 

July 5, 1882 - O.B. Crane and son Charlie in Dakota 

 

July 13, 1882 - Schaal’s new building begins to make a conspicuous appearance. 

 

July 13, 1882 - Clark Brothers have rented the store room in Thiel’s block and will put in a stock of dry 

goods as soon as the place is renovated and repainted. 

 

July 20, 1882 - A more beautiful location could not have been selected than has been secured as 

grounds for the new German school house on the west side of the river. The building is being erected in 

the old “Flint Park,” the grounds being filled with shade trees, which are refreshingly cool in summer, 

and serve to break the force of the bleak winds of winter. The building being erected is 26x40 feet in 

size, two stories in height. The building will soon have passed from the hands of the carpenter to the 



mason, who will veneer the edifice with brick, which will make it comfortable indeed. The building, 

when completed, will present a slightly and beautiful appearance. It will be finished ready for a term of 

school in a few weeks. 

 

July 27, 1882 - Schaal has the roof on his building, and it is also enclosed. 

 

July 27, 1882 - Z Fisher will move to Newton, Kansas 

 

July 27, 1882 - The painters and carpenters have finished the inside improvements in the Methodist 

church, and the edifice will be used for the usual services next Sabbath. 

 

July 27, 1882 - Clark Bros. are opening up a complete stock of merchandise in the rooms formerly 

occupied by H.H. Harmon. 

 

July 27, 1882 - Julius E. Hennig is moving off the small building next west of the post office and will at 

once erect a two-story building to be used, as we hear, for a meat market. 

 

August 3, 1882 - Mowers have been used to cut grass on the Fox river flats this season where the sound 

of such machinery was never before heard. That shows that the river is low and it makes the marsh 

much dryer than ever before. 

 

August 10, 1882 - Jule Hennig commenced a stone foundation for that new meat market last week. The 

steamer Weston came up last night towing a barge of lumber for Hennig’s building. 

 

August 10, 1882 - F. T. Yahr has ornamented the front of his business place with a trimming of green 

paint. Paint has been used liberally on the inside till his place of business looks neat as a pin. 

 

August 10, 1882 - G Schaal’s new block is nearly completed except the brick veneering outside, and the 

inside work will be completed in time for fall stock. When completed this will be one of the finest 

buildings in the village. 

 

August 10, 1882 - Mrs. C.A. Crane plans to go to Mellette in the fall. 

 



August 10, 1882 -Locktenders told to stop collecting tolls. Recent act of Congress making navigation of 

the Fox and Wisconsin “free to all.” 

Aug. 24, 1882 

 

August 10, 1882 - Hamar & Schendel have commenced veneering the new German school house with 

brick. 

 

Aug. 31, 1882 - W.S. Flint succeeded in selling all of his Princeton property as also a part of the 

Rosebrook estate, consisting of the large Rosebrook residence in the northeastern part of town together 

with some four lots. 

 

Aug. 31, 1882 - Teske Bros. have purchased the Fisher property, and W.J. Frank will soon move into the 

building with his stock of groceries. 

 

Missing Sept. 7 and Sept. 14 

 

Sept. 21, 1882 - DM Green has leased his grist mill for five years to Aug. Klavine 

 

Sept. 28. 1882 - JM Stimson has corn fourteen feet high, with the ear ten feet from the ground 

 

Sept. 28. 1882 - AE Luedke No. 8 shot while hunting … was he the guy who stole pepper and ran? 

 

Oct. 5, 1882 - G Schaal has returned from purchasing a stock of hardware, and his elegant room will 

soon be filled. 

 

Oct. 5, 1882 - Chittenden & Morse have moved their office into the Crane block, the room vacated by 

W.J. Frank as a grocery 

 

Oct. 12, 1882 - The Schuetzen Verein of this village filed articles of association at Madison on the 3d inst. 

 

Oct. 12, 1882 - Attorney Cox has moved his law office into Gard Green’s building, the room he occupies 

being the one lately vacated by Chittenden & Morse 



 

Oct. 12, 1882 - G Schaal has opened a complete assortment of hardware in his elegant room, and is now 

ready for business. His stock is first-class. He has commenced business in earnest. 

 

Oct. 19, 1882 - A new foundation, new front and other improvements are being added to Mike Berger’s 

building. 

 

Oct. 26, 1882 - Will Whittemore will move his stock of jewelry soon into the Thiel block. 

 

Oct. 26, 1882 - Ote Warren starts to purchase a stock of goods soon and will in a few days have the 

vacant room in Thiel’s block filled with merchandise. 

 

Nov. 2, 1882 

 

Nov. 9, 1882 - The German Evangelical Association hold services regularly at the M.E. Church. 

 

Nov. 9, 1882 - Ote Warren will have a grand opening next Saturday. His doors will be thrown open for 

the public to view a brand new stock of dry goods, notions, etc. Go by all means. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - The Hennig meat shop is moved into the new building erected for that purpose. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - The “jolt” has been taken out of the sidewalk between the American House and Morse’s 

corner. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - A couple of men from Juneau, Dodge County, were here last week interviewing landlord 

Schneider, and report says were negotiating with a view of ultimately renting the American House. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - 1 mild case of diphtheria. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - Otis Warren 

 



Nov. 16,  -  style is to have a telephone. Every village around us will soon be in possession of that class of 

facilities for transmitting news. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - Pooch & Born will sell your farm or show you where to buy. 

 

Nov. 16, 1882 - Election returns not sealed 

 

Nov. 23, 1882 - LOCAL ON OPPOSITE PAGE 

 

Nov. 23, 1882 - The post office has been removed into the Republic building. It has come back to its old 

home of years ago. 

 

Nov. 23, 1882 - From what we can learn, Princeton is the best potato market in this part of Wisconsin. It 

appears to take the lead as a market in almost everything. Its buyers are live men. 

 

Nov. 30, 1882 

 

Dec. 7, 1882 

 

Dec. 14, 1882 - Only 48 out of 70 school districts in this county are furnished with Webster’s Unabridged 

dictionary. … Only about 60 percent of the children between 4 and 20 years of age have attended school 

in Green Lake County during the past year, according to the report of the county superintendent.  

 

Dec. 14, 1882 - Tax comparison chart 

 

Dec. 21, 1882 - Mrs. Gustave Teske passes 

 

Dec. 21, 1882 - Lewiston levee paid for 

 

Dec. 21, 1882 - Demell’s block is for sale 



 

Dec. 28, 1882 

 

1883 

Jan. 4, 1883 - Wisconsin Legislature meets Wednesday of this week – the first session under the biennial 

system. 

 

Jan. 4, 1883 - Jule Hennig has become a partner in business with Pooch & Born. It is rumored that 

Hennig will soon retire from the saloon business. 

 

Jan. 4, 1883 - A grand family reunion took place at the residence of R.C. Treat, at Meadow Valley, Juneau 

County, on New Year’s Day. Twenty-two children, grandchildren and relatives were gathered around the 

old family hearth-stone to gladden each other’s hearts. … We hear that oysters, J and such delicacies, 

together with a host of other good things such as Mrs. R.C. Treat knows so well how to dish up, were put 

out of sight in an amazing short space of time.” 

 

 

Jan. 11, 1883 - Markesan gets railroad. 

Jan. 18, 1883 – The new telephone is at work between Ripon and Dartford. It is reported that a 

telephone line is to be built from Ripon to the resorts on the south side of Green Lake, and from thence 

to Markesan. 

 

Boys grasping passing sleighs for short ride 

 

  

Jan. 25, 1883 – Real estate in Berlin has been changing considerably of late, and many of the changes 

show that Polanders are getting a strong foothold in that city. In the language o one of their papers, 

“The Polish folks are rapidly capturing the town.” 

 

Jan. 25, 1883 – Our German population were unusually anxious this week to scan the list of victims of 

the lost steamer Sultan that met with such a thrilling disaster in the German sea last Sunday morning. 

 

Feb. 1, 1883 - A new five-cent nickel piece is to be coined. 



 

Carl Barthol has become leader of the Westfield band. 

 

The Markesan Democrat says Eugene Yahr has found a good point for a bank over at Markesan. 

 

Chittenden & Morse are now prepared to grind all kinds of feed at the elevator in Princeton, having put 

in a first-class steam-power feed mill which grinds fast and does good work. The usual toll or cash taken 

in payment. Ground feed on hand and for sale cheap. 

 

Thompsons celebrate 34th anniversary. “Mrs. Mattie E. Thompson Carman went down in that terrible 

storm on Green Lake, July 4th, 1873, firmly clasped in the embrace of sister Lizzie C. Thompson Russell, 

with bright little Matie Russell between them, to a watery tomb.” … Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Thompson 

 

Feb. 8, 1883 

Not sure where I saw it, but Hennig has joined Pooch, Born … Pooch, Born and Hennig 

Feb. 15, 1883 

Gus. Teske has sold his beautiful home, corner of Main and Farmer street, to Dr. G.C. Hoyer.  

Had moved family to his brother’s after his wife died. 

 

Feb. 22, 1883 

Berlin dealing with 20 cases of smallpox.  

 

Fun story of O,B. Crane trying to get home to see family in snow. 

 

Another icehouse on the west side has been filled to help supply Princeton with coolness next August. 

 

March 1, 1883 

Another ice house has been filled to help supply Princeton with coolness next August. 

Village Clerk Worm distributed smallpox circulars Friday, the same being distributed by the State Board 

of Health. 



 

Legislature setting hunting, fishing laws throughout the recent months. 

 

Dartford discontinues schools and gatherings of people avoided so far as possible due to report of 

smallpox. 

 

Board of Health of Princeton forbids holding of Cattle Fair on March 7. 

 

Berlin is quanantined. Saloons and billiard halls closed from 6 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

Board of Health says 42 cases; seven dead; 17 convalescent; 18 discharged well. None have suffered 

from the disease who bore marks of proper vaccination; most of those who have been sick have never 

been vaccinated. … Schools reopen in late  March. Students had to provide proof of vaccination. 

 

March 8, 1883 

F.T. Yahr will commence the erection of a beautiful residence soon. Several carloads of materials have 

arrived. 

 

March 15, 1883 

W.F. Luedtke has purchased the old Jahnke saloon, at the foot of Water Street, of Aug. Sheffelbein, who 

will remove to his farm. 

 

“’Dude is a recently coined word. It has got a start and will stick to our language from this on. It refers to 

a very thin type of the Oscar Wildie style of men.” 

 

Wm. Yahr heads to Dakota. 

 

J.D. Pulling resigning as circuit court judge. 

 

March 22, 1883 

Princeton Fire Company – After many attempts and years of talk and discussion, and weighing of 

methods, plans and ideas, Princeton has at length an organized fire company, with all the machinery and 

paraphernalia necessary for business. Or, to be more explicit, the engine, etc. is expected to arrive in a 



day or two. The many fires that have occurred this spring, which so far has proven an exceedingly 

unfortunate season in that respect, has set the people to thinking, and the result is an organization, the 

following named persons composing the corps of officers: Chief, J. Wm. Worm; first assistant, F. Merrill; 

second assistant, G.A. Krueger; hose captain, Wm. Berger; assistant, H. Milke; clerk, R. Mueller; 

treasurer, G. Teske. 

 

The engine and other articles belonging thereto have been purchased at Seneca Falls, New York. The 

manufacturers deliver the same free of cost of transportation at Chicago, and we understand through 

the courtesy of the railroad company no charges will be made from Chicago to this village. The original 

cost of the outfit figures up as follows: fire engine-two streams, $725; hose cart, $100; 500 feet of hose, 

$250; 12 feet extra suction hose, $36; two fire axes, $6. Total, $1,117. This amount is to be paid in 

annual installments in one, two and three years. A tax of about 2 mills will be assessed to liquidate this 

indebtedness. We hope the new organization may not be called on soon to quench fires, but in case 

such an emergency should be presented, we feel confident the new company will prove equal to the 

task imposed upon them.” 

 

Material is on the ground to improve the Dantz property as soon as the weather will permit. 

 

O.B. Crane has sold the property known to the old citizens as the Hopkins Block to Jule Hennig. It is the 

intention of Mr. and Mrs. Crane to move to Dakota ere long, a fact we are sorry to record. Mrs. Crane 

will, however, keep business running until she vacates some time next month. 

 

Jule Hennig says he is going to make that corner property shine. 

 

W.F. Correnke talks of quitting the harness business for the present and try active outdoor exercise. 

Failing health is the motive that inspires such a move. 

 

Norm W. Lowe groceries and flour 

 

March 22, 1883 

August Gorske is bridge tender. He gets $40 for the job. 

The probability is the electric light will be common in villages as well as cities in the course of ten years. 

Eygabroad, McIntyre & Wicks is the firm name of the ladies who have just opened a dress-making 

establishment in Harmon’s block. Success to them. 



J.C. Thompson, Esq., so many years proprietor of The Republic, has purchased The Ripon 

Commonwealth. Mr. T taking possession of that paper last Saturday. The change of proprietorship was 

very flatteringly received by the people of Ripon and vicinity. The reputation of Mr. Thompson as a 

newspaper man is excellent, and we have no doubt success will crown his latest venture in the 

newspaper field. The Republic wishes him unmeasured prosperity in the future. 

March 22, 1883 – “When the Berlin schools opened a few days ago no scholars were admitted that did 

not bring a vaccination certification.” 

April 5, 1883 

John Otto is street commissioner. It will look as though there was a cog out in the municipal machinery 

to not see Piper around. 

Jule Swanke will start for Dakota soon. He will take a number of those celebrated wagons manufactured 

by his father, and will find a market in that far-off country for as good a vehicle as is manufactured on 

this continent. 

The fire engine, “Princeton,” arrived Friday from Seneca Falls, New York. Princeton has now a fully 

equipped fire organization, all that is apparently lacking being experience in handling the “masheen” 

effectually. Thorough drill is necessary. The engine was brought out Saturday and its efficiency tested as 

to its power of throwing water. With 500 feet of hose attached it three water over the ball surmounting 

the flag-staff on Turner Hall. We are not fireman enough to know whether that is the extent of the 

power of the machine or not, but presume it can hardly be expected to do better under the organization 

of the company becomes more compete. We hope the apparatus will prove all that is necessary in any 

emergency and have reason to believe it will. The supreme demand in handling such machinery is an 

effectual and complete organization, a condition that cannot be attaind without experience and 

arbitrary regulations. 

April 12, 1883 

The Evangelical Lutheran St. Johns School Society, of Princeton, have recently received their certificate 

of incorporation from the Secretary of State. 

The railroad bonds, which were held in trust by the Fond du Lac Savings Bank, have now been recovered 

and are now in the hands of the town authorities. 

H.H. Harmon has purchased the lot just east of his business block of Mart. Wicks. We don’t know what 

Hi. Intends doing with the property, but hope he will build on it ere long. 

Gard. Green is about to erect another building on Water Street, on the vacant lot west of the old 

elevator block. Rumor saith that possibly Warnke Bros. may occupy the said building. 

John Radtke has purchased Tim Paull’s lot where the ice-house stands, and will build a residence 

thereon. Tim, in the future, will move his ice building to other property he owns in Princeton. 

A meeting was held at Turner Hall last Tuesday evening to perfect the organization of the fire 

department. Fifty-three persons signed articles of incorporation. A committee of three, consisting of 

Messrs. Niskern, Schneider and Yahr, were appointed to draft and constitution and by-laws, which will 

be submitted at the next meeting, which convenes at the hall next Tuesday evening. 



Another paragraph about overcrowded school. 

Transfer of the Republic from the hands of J.C. and A.E. Thompson to Beebe & Rawson.  

Miss Tillie Jahns has opened a dress-making establishment in the suite of rooms over Pooch, Born & 

Hennig’s agricultural store. Miss Jahns will carry on the business in all its branches and fits and makes 

dresses in the latest and most approved style. 

The village board are contemplating paving the gutters on Water Street. It would be just the thing to do. 

Mrs. Maggie Rich has opened a stock of millinery in the room just east of Manthey’s grocery house. Our 

Princeton friends will give Mrs. Rich a call. 

Mrs. J.E. Hennig has opened a complete assortment of millinery at Mrs. Crane’s old stand in this village.  

April 12, 1883: G. Green and A.P. Carman have sold out their lumber yard, hardware and other business 

to Messrs. J.P. and W.F. Viel. W.F. recently sold out in Milwaukee. … Green and Carman “have long 

served the people in that capacity and by their uprightness and fair dealing have secured the confidence 

of the people in general. Their places are filled, however, by a firm of live, energetic men who will 

undoubtedly prove a valuable acquisition to the business interests of Princeton. 

 

J.P. and W.F. Viel also purchased the property in block N, comprising the four lots and three houses now 

occupied by A.P. Carman, Wm. Rankin and Otto Rupp. 

Fire department meeting: The committee appointed at a previous meeting to draft a constitution and 

by-laws made their report, which was accepted. The following officers were chosen to serve under the 

new constitution: foreman, Frank Burkhardt; assistant foreman, Gus Krueger; hose captain, Frank 

Merrill; second hose captain, Mike Berger; secretary, P. Niskern; treasurer, Gus Teske.  

Death of Erd. Meike. Jury finds Meike came to his death from injury done by person or persons to the 

jury unknown… There were marks of violence on the person of the deceased, as if caused by a kick, but 

no evidence was given in the testimony criminating any person as being the author of the mishap. Meike 

was undoubtedly under the influence of liquor and wandered over on the west side in the neighborhood 

of Swanke’s shops. He was made the victim of frolic but nothing of a particularly violent nature was 

proven to have been done by the participants unless using a “squirt gun” charged with water and 

drenching him could be termed rough usage. 

 

April 26, 1883 

Al. Eygabroad has purchased a lot of Megow, just east of Mrs. Ellen Long’s residence, and has the 

materials on the ground for a house. 

Fred Schendel is building a hotel barn for the accommodation of the traveling public. 

F.T. Yahr started Monday morning for a ten days’ tour through Dakota. He will visit his son, Willie, who is 

located at Iroquois, Kingsbury county, before his return. 



The much argued question is where shall an engine house be erected? The vacant space west of G. 

Luedtke’s shop is simply a continuation of a street to the river, including about room enough to erect a 

building between Water Street and the river’s bank, has been suggested as a suitable location. We hear 

Mr. Luedtke opposes the project of erecting a building at that point. 

 

May 3, 1883 

T.J. Jakeman disposed of his business lots on Water Street. Josiah Whittemore purchased the same and 

the price paid was $300. 

Chris Piper has purchased the building and stock of groceries of Norm. Lowe. Just what Norm proposes 

to do, we know not, but hope he will not leave Princeton. Chris. Will carry a big stock of mirth-provoking 

stories and groceries. 

 

May 10, 1883 

Gard Green has commenced the erection of that building for a store room. It will be 30x70 feet in size. 

O.N. Harmon has charge of the carpenter work. 

 

Woman found dead in Scheutzen Park. Wife of Tom Rose. Probably drunk. Died of exposure. 

A law of 1883 requires the immediate organization of a board of health in every town, village and city in 

the state. 

J. Wm. Worm has sold his merchant tailoring business to Messrs. Lubitz and Risch, who will continue the 

same at the old stand. … next week paper says report was premature. It is simply talk thus far. 

 

May 17, 1883 

C. Piper has purchased the vacant lot back of his restaurant and the Republic office. He purchased of the 

Hopkins estate. Piper has already commenced improvements on said property. 

Our village is infested with dog nuisances. If you leave the kitchen door open they sneak in and steal 

whatever they can carry off in their mouth. They ransack the poultry yards for eggs, and in fact have 

become an abominable nuisance. There are a larger proportion of utterly worthless curs and sneaking, 

stealing “pups” in Princeton than in any other place of its size on the continent. 

County wheat report 

Wedding announcements include list of gifts and who gave them. 

 

May 24, 1883 



Addition to Dantz residence corner of Main and Farmer 

F.T. Yahr has moved the barn on his premises to make room for that new residence. We hear it will be 

commenced forthwith. 

Berlin authorities prosecuting man who introduced smallpox last winter. 

A.T. Graff commences business in the harness making line in the rooms recently vacated by Wm. 

Corenke. 

The old band has been revived and reorganized and the boys have gone to work with a will under the 

leadership of Herman Stater. 

 

May 31, 1883 

A new awning over Piper’s restaurant is the latest improvement. 

E.D. Morse is having a coat of paint spread on the drug store building. 

 

The Viel Brothers ere long will build on to the rear of their store building, making their room some forty 

feet longer than it now is. 

Every village in the county will soon have telephone communication except Princeton. That don’t sound 

right or look well. 

An operatic entertainment will be given at Turner Hall Tuesday evening, June 5th, by the Milwaukee 

Opera Company. … Admission 35 cents, children 25 cents. 

 

June 7, 1883 

Go back and check on Viel Brothers 

Will Whittemore has fitted up a room, or corner, in Mrs. Hennig’s establishment, and will open his 

jewelry establishment in that place. 

Bicycle riding is one of the amusements that does not annoy Princeton people. 

Men have commenced the preliminary work toward erecting the new residence of F.T. Yahr. 

Carpenters lengthening store rooms and lumber sheds of Viel Brothers. 

 

June 14, 1883 

June 21, 1883 

The base ball knockers are scarce in Princeton. 



The village board have concluded to build an engine house, the site selected for same being the 

triangular lot near the depot. The building is to be of wood, two stories high, with a tower. … Bid 

awarded to Gus. Krause. $125. To be completed by Aug. 15. 

 

June 28, 1883 

Custer monument done in Montello, sent to Montana. 

Since the last bean crop was harvested the Princeton bank has paid out $100,000 for that commodity. 

You may think this a little windy but it’s a fact. 

 

July 5, 1883 

The old cannon bursted yesterday morning and not a soul hurt. The boys who had a patriotic old piece 

fired it with a fuse and were out of  reach of harm when it exploded. We have no tears to shed at the 

demise of the old piece. 

 

W.F. Luedtke. Brick was blown from the top of the front of his building. 

Gen. Sheridan arrives by train and escorted by one of Frank Merrill’s drivers to the Nepeenauk Club 

House up at the head of Lake Puckaway. The General expressed himself as delighted with his trip. He 

owns an interest in the Nepeenauk establishment. He return from club quarters Sunday evening antook 

the sleeper for Chicago. 

Fourth of July – The fire company, with their new engine and hose cart, was a new feature in the 

Princeton procession.”  

Quite a gathering of Princeton gentlemen assembled at Turner Hall last Thursday evening, the object in 

view being the discussion of the propriety of subscribing stock for a telephone connecting Princeton 

with the lines at Dartford. The suggestion was made that an expression be taken of those present as to 

the amount they would subscribe in behalf of the object. This suggestion, however, was met with the 

objection that the matter in all its bearings was not fully understood by those who were willing to 

become patrons of the scheme, and it was decided to write to W.R. Lyle, of Ripon, requesting him to 

come over and fully explain every particular, and make plain some matters upon which varied opinions 

were expressed. The meeting showed an evident disposition to be liberal toward the scheme of securing 

telephone communication with the outside world. We think when the matter is properly laid before our 

people there will be no more trouble to secure subscriptions sufficient to make the project a success.” 

“This part of Wisconsin was again visited by a destructive storm last Monday morning. The man who 

arose as early as five o’clock could distinguish a purple-colored cloud hanging in the north and 

northwest. There was nothing in the cloud that suggested a violent storm although indicative of rain. In 

about half an hour the lower strata of clouds made their appearance, that presented a tumultuous 

aspect. Thunder, low and rumbling at first, could be distinctly heard. In a surprisingly short time the 

detonations had increased to an extent that indicated that more than an ordinary storm was fast 



approaching. Then came a period of ominous darkness – that precursor of wind, of tornado, of violent 

atmospheric energy. By this time the reverberations of thunder were accompanied by that rumbling 

sound resembling the approach of a heavy train of cars, at least such illustration arrives nearer to 

describing the peculiar sound than any other we can recall. It was but a matter of a few moments when 

the wind, with terrific violence, accompanied by torrents of rain, burst upon Princeton with an appalling 

force. The storm did its destructive work inside of fifteen minutes. During that interval our village 

sustained considerable damage – more than was ever before experienced by a storm of that kind. 

Hundreds of shade and fruit trees were ruined, Water Street, in front of Messrs. T.S. Chittenden and 

Fred Mittlestaedt’s residences being left by the storm completely blockaded. Fences were prostrated, 

chimneys toppled over, several roofs taken off. The tin roof on F.T. Yahr’s bank building was rolled up 

into a shapeless mass of tin, boards and other timber, and carried in the air some ten rods was dropped 

back of Pooch & Hennig’s establishment on the opposite shore of the river. A part of Pahl’s stone 

building was torn off. The roof of the blacksmith shop connected with the foundry on the west side was 

partly torn off, and the smoke stack leveled. Gorske’s small barn south of Swanke’s shops was blown 

down, as was W.F. Luedtke’s barn, north of his residence. A large oak, two feet in diameter, which stood 

just west of Si. Eggleston’s residence on the west side, fell, badly demoralizing the end of the wing 

extending in that direction. The roof of G. Schaal’s barn was partly torn off. Many roofs were more or 

less damaged, indeed the force of the wind left its mark all over the village. 

 

Note: Storm damaged property of E.A. Parker two miles west of Dartford 

Damage in Adams, Marquette counties, too 

 

July 12, 1883 

Sheridan took breakfast at American House a few days ago 

 

The Viel Brothers have added onto their storeroom and have the largest sheds for storing lumber in the 

county. 

 

The latest developments point strongly to the extension of this branch of railroad westward soon.  

 

Marquette should have telephone Tuesday. Marquette. Kingston and Markesan now have telephonic 

privileges. Princeton has none. 

 

Fred Mittlestaedt has tastefully arranged his lot at the cemetery. Besides an elegant monument, a 

beautiful iron fence surrounds the enclosure, the pattern of which is very appropriate. 

 



Friday night last this part of Wisconsin was visited with a tremendous rain storm. The rain fell for hours 

and at intervals in unprecedented volume. No wind to speak of accompanied the rain. F.T. Yahr 

sustained considerable damage by rain. The new roof being placed on the building to replace the one 

blown off the previous Monday was not completed, and the rain fairly flooded his stock of hardware. 

The damage to the stock, and also to the building, was considerable. The story presented a sorry plight 

the next day. The law office of Niskern and Leonard on the floor above was inundated, but happily, the 

damage to them was merely nominal. 

 

Story on the 2nd – no less than 25 barns were utterly or partially destroyed. Hail that accompanied the 

storm of the 2nd did much damage in some localities. 

 

Warnke Brothers and Krueger are moving from the Schendel block into the splendid, capacious and new 

room just finished for them by Gard Green.  

July 19, 1883 

July 26, 1883 

August 2, 1883 

We ought to have a beautiful school-house to add beauty to our village. 

 

Already the newspaper wisdom of Berlin and Markesan are prognosticating a sad day for Princeton 

when our railroad is extended. … Princeton is full of business, and will realize a boom when the 

extension is made that will prove perfectly satisfactory, and don’t you forget it. 

 

The engine house is completed. The iron horse was safety stalled therein on Tuesday night for the first 

time. 

 

August 9, 1883 

 

News about rail extension from Milwaukee Evening Wisconsin 

 

Articles of association were filed in Madison last Saturday by Albert Keep, Marvin Hughitt and N.M. 

Kirkman, of the Princeton & Western Railway Company, to build a line 75 miles long, from Princeton 

westward via Germania, Westfield, Friendship and Necedah, to Valley Junction. 

 



The mill looks tip-top with its new roof and coat of fresh paint. 

 

August 16, 1883 

The Warren stock of goods, or what was left, was closed out to Aug. Swanke last week. 

 

The telephone company will build a line from Berlin by way of Spring Lake to Wautoma. 

 

Martin Bartol, living east of the village, on what was formerly the Pat Finnegan farm, was kicked below 

the ribs on the side by a young horse belonging to Peter Crosby last Friday. Bartol was assisting in 

hitching a team to a reaper when he was kicked. Bartol appeared badly hurt at the time but refused 

assistance and insisted Crosby should not spend time to go for a doctor. Crosby, however, summoned 

Dr. Mueller, of this village, who found Bartol in a bad fix, blooding passing from him in a manner 

indicating that he was seriously injured internally. His chances for recovery are not of the best. 

 

August 23, 1883 

Herman Warnke is making extensive repairs to his saloon building. 

 

August 30, 1883 

Carl Bartol came down from Westfield.  

 

Emil Lemke will soon be a full-fledged Princeton merchant. 

 

Sam Erbe is going to put a stock of goods into the vacant room in the Thiel block. 

G. Luedtke has moved the old building from the west side of his wagon factory further west. That means 

that ample shed and roofing is to be added to his business place for storage room. This is evidence of 

thrift. 

 

August Swanke is laying the foundation for a new planing mill south of his shops on the west side. The 

place is more appropriate than where the old one stood. A new engine will be placed therein, and 

everything will be on a larger and more commodious scale than heretofore, the room and capacity for 

work being more ample. Swanke’s growing business demands an increase of rom and facilities. 

 



Gus. Krueger, the live butcher, is about erecting a new slaughter house over on the west side, on land 

purchased of Swanke and Kunz, not far from the latter’s tannery. The dimensions of the building will be 

sufficiently ample to allow of Gus. Putting on city airs.” 

 

Sept. 6, 1883 

E.D. Morse has been overhauling his scales at the drug store corner. 

 

Aug. Swanke’s sales yesterday in stock and other article amounted to over $1,000. 

 

Emil Lemke is opening up a new and complete stock of goods at Warnke’s old stand and is now ready for 

customers.  

 

Markesan Democrat says an effort being made to have Frank Utley pardoned. He is said to be nearly 

gone with consumption. 

 

A part of the residence now occupied by Sayles Chittenden will be moved east and north several feet to 

a new foundation, and new additions added thereto, until a complete resident will be built on that 

beautiful lot, just east of the business portion of the village. 

Sayles will fix up that splendid location until it will be a home that will prove a model of excellence. 

 

Sept 14, 1883 

People taking train to Milwaukee Exposition. 

 

The engine house is about completed. It will be ready for occupancy in a day or two. With a fire engine, 

hose, etc., a bran new building for storing it, complete with cistern, nothing is lacking except proper 

organization and a stringent system of rules governing the manual exercise of a fire company. Without 

inexorable regulations a fire company is a frail thing to depend on in an hour of emergency.  

 

E.D. Morse has recently purchased the lot north of his corner of S.A. Hake. The old barn, which has been 

in a dilapidated condition for years, is being torn down and moved off. Elmer has commenced the 

erection of a commodious barn on the corner opposite the livery stable, which will materially improve 

the recently purchased lot. 

 



Teske Brothers have purchased land back of their store building sufficient to open an alley out north to 

Main Street from their block. This purchase was made of E.D. Morse. Who, we understand, has secured 

all of that block in the rear of the business houses, commencing at Teske Bros. and thence east to the 

drug store corner. 

 

Sept. 20, 1883 

This Year’s Improvement in Princeton: Princeton is blessed with a building boom. Improvements are 

being made continually, which point to a very satisfactory future. This year witnesses the following 

improvements: 

 

Commencing on Water Street, there is the new house under course of erection of Al. Eygabroad’s. It will 

be a neat cottage when completed. Moving west we come to the improvements on Sayles Chittenden’s 

property, which are well under way, and will eventually result in a fine residence. Teske Bros. are 

erecting a warehouse back of their block. Warnke has rearranged the inside of his saloon and made 

other improvements. Then there is the store room of G. Green, erected this season and now filled with 

goods by Warnke Bros. and Krueger. The Viel Bros. have not only enlarged their store room by adding on 

new, but have built on many of feet of shedding for stowing lumber. G. Luedtke is adding an ample 

room and sheds to his already large wagon establishment. The old building in which years agone was the 

home of the Republic, has been changed over by Mr. Swanke, the present proprietor, until it looks like a 

new home and is now occupied by W.F. Viel as a residence. 

 

Stepping from Water Street over to East Main Street,, and we note the following changes this season: 

Commencing at the east end of the street and going west we come first to Frank Merrill’s residence, 

which has received a new foundation, and been rearrange, inside and out, by the carpenter and painter, 

until the building looks as good as new, and greatly improved. Tim Paull has added a wing to his house 

this season and keeps painting on both house and barn until the improvement becomes valuable. The 

new foundation under the residence of H. Dantz, and the wing added thereto, together with a new 

cellar, cistern, etc. are excellence improvements. A new barn will soon be erected just east of Merrill’s 

livery by Jule Hennig, part of the material being on the ground. The barn on the opposite side of the 

street is being moved over toward Water Street, so that C. Piper, the owner, will have it handier to his 

restaurant and residence than before. On the corner nearly opposite the livery stable is the neat, new 

barn just completed by E.D. Morse. Then comes the hotel barn of F. Schendel, bran new. Aug. Ponto and 

Wm. F. Luedtke have also erected new barns. G. Schaal, we notice, has the foundation laid for a new 

barn. Mr. Schaal has also been making improvements on his residence property. The next building 

looming up is the new fire engine house, just southwest of the depot. Sheds have recently been erected 

at Yahr’s lumber yard. Crossing the river, the first conspicuous object that arrests attention is the 

elegant residence now being constructed by F. T. Yahr. When completed, this will be a magnificent 

home. We shall ultimately gibe a more extended notice of this improvement. Crossing the mill race we 

come to the business corner of Aug. Swanke. Mr. S. is always changing and making improvements. His 

business demands it. He manufactures a wagon that finds a ready market in many localities beside 



Princeton. He has built up a business of which he may feel proud. We are glad to note his prosperity. He 

is also erecting a new planing mill south of his shops, which looks from the street as though it would be 

ready for occupation soon. Still beyond the planing mill, Gus. Krueger, the lively butcher, erects his 

ample slaughter house, and while it may not be an improvement immediately in the village, it belongs to 

a village business that is prosperous.  … The carpenters have put in their work on the mill until that 

property loos $2000 better. Returning to the east side and looking over the territory south of Water 

Street and there is the new dwelling house of John Radtke; Carl Worm has a barn placed on his lot, east 

of the square; Messing & Ernst are making great improvements on the brewery property; Wm. Corenke, 

in the southern suburbs, has erected a neat little barn. We have hastily summarized some of the 

improvements made within a few months in Princeton. The showing is rather agreeable to contemplate. 

We have an excellent point for business. Our town is improving upon every hand. It is a solid growth, 

nothing ephemeral or temporary about it. Our future prospects are bright, indeed, and we trust we are 

not placing confidence in an overestimate of what the future has in store for us.” 

 

The village needs a $10,000 school house. 

 

The German Methodists are agitating the propriety of purchasing the Congregational house of worship 

for their own use. It would be exceedingly agreeable if that bell was rung regularly for worship. 

 

Gus Teske has purchased the residence on the corner of Main and Farmer street belonging to the 

Hopkins estate. That property will now undoubtedly be improved. 

 

For the last two or three years the shipment of beans from this market had become an important factor 

in our business transactions. This season the frost has done its work with unfortunate completeness in 

that direction and the bean prospects are any thing but flattering. The loss of the crop is a serious 

matter in this section. 

 

Sept. 27, 1883 

 

New postage law 

 

Otto Lichtenberg hurt by loose board on sidewalk. 

 

Paper says last week’s story on improvements should have mentioned Chris. Piper who has put in 

several hundred dollars worth of improvements since buying the Lowe property.  



 

Miss Emma Warnke invites the ladies of Princeton and vicinity to call and see her new stock of fall and 

winter millinery goods. 

 

Oct. 4, 1883 

Worm still in business, by the way. Ignore that earlier report of selling. 

 

The 200th anniversary of the landing of the first Germans in America occurs next Saturday. The event will 

be observed in a great many cities and other localities in the United States. The Germans here celebrate 

by giving a dance at Turner Hall that evening. 

 

JC Sherwood funeral in Dartford. 

 

Another big crowd at the cattle fair yesterday. They were by the thousands. 

 

J.B. Radway now in Topeka. Artist. He used to work in building that now houses the Republic and post 

office. 

 

We are guilty of wishing we possessed a grand temple of learning looming up in our beautiful village, a 

place in which to train the young minds properly for the duties of life. We want a school house for the 

stranger to admire and awaken in his mind a desire to come in our midst and settle and make his home, 

where he can educate his children. The things we want, we need. The future of Princeton depends much 

upon these facilities. If we are liberal in that direction, its future is filled with promise. If we take a 

narrow, careless and bigoted view of the matter, the result will be that the elements that build a village, 

make business, erect stately mansions and magnificent buildings will in ten years be wanting, and a 

sleepy dullness will preside. Towns near Princeton far outstrip it in wealth and enterprise, simply 

because the interests of educating the youth will be the foremost and attract that class needed to build 

up business and indulge a flow of intellectual prosperity and wealth. 

 

Burglars hit Rimpler & Zellmer’s store. Safe was blown open. “A pile of thick bed comforts had been 

hauled from the shelves; one was spread upon the floor, evidently to deaden the tramping sound of feet 

while the job of drilling a hole through the safe door was being prosecuted. The thick bed comforts that 

lay on the floor had evidently bee used to deaden the noise of the explosion. The safe blowing was a 

huge joke upon the burglars, as it was not locked and could have been opened by a little turning of the 



knob and pulling at the door. It contained no money.” Ransacked the place but got only nickels and 

pennies at most. They did find package containing about $100.  

Not sure how they got in, but probably entered back door before it was closed for the evening and hid in 

the cellar. “Certain circumstances point to a probability that the parties were pretty familiar with the 

premises.” Germania, Wautoma, Kingston, Winneconne and Princeton safes have been visited within a 

short period of time.” 

 

Oct. 11, 1883 

Chittenden & Morse ship hogs today to the Chicago market. … Receive car load of old shelled corn from 

Nebraska 

 

Jones & Truesdell do temporary sales at Thiel’s block. 

 

Messing & Ernst are erecting another building at the brewery, which will be used for additional storage 

of ice. Their business appears to be increasing, and they are enlarging their capacity for the manufacture 

of Te8utonic beverage. 

 

The band boys have become the happy possessors of a “regulation” cap that is just as neat in its line as 

can be gotten up. A lamp can be attached to each cap, which fills the purpose of giving light to the 

players, besides presenting a fine appearance at night. The boys paraded the streets Saturday night in 

their new caps with lamps annexed and presented a gay appearance while playing several fine pieces of 

music. 

 

 

RC Treat has a regiment of friends in this section who will be glad to hear that the tide of luck in the 

cranberry business has set in so much in his favor this year up in Juneau County. He has harvest 1,200 

barrels of cranberries this season and has been offered the snug sum of $10 a barrel for the lot. We are 

glad to hear that fortune smiles upon our old-time villager. 

 

Milwaukee Industrial Exposition Association, third annual exposition 

 

October 18, 1883 

Jule Hennig sells his interest in agricultural business of Pooch & Hennig to Ludwig Witcher, recently of 

the town of Crystal Lake, Marquette County 



 

Two men caught in Fond du Lac with burglary tools, power and dynamite. 

 

More on extension from Valley Junction to Princeton plan from The Evening Wisconsin. 

 

October 25, 1883 

Frank Merrill’s livery stable is well patronized these days. 

 

Harvey, a son of L.F. Whittemore, 11 years of age, suddenly disappeared from this village yesterday. 

Seen in boat, then seen on street going toward the bridge.  

 

Nov. 1, 1883 

The lost boy: Son of L.F. Whittemore. Last seen Wednesday, Oct. 24, with a younger cousin in boat 

drawn up to shore. Little sister came to summon him home for dinner and saw him near Hennig’s meat 

market. She stopped at uncle Wm. Whittemore’s jewelry store. Came out and could not find Harvey. “In 

a few hours the alarm for the boy became general. Every nook and corner of the village was searched, 

questions were plied in every direction.” He had visited Westfield with his father a few days earlier, so 

some thought he might have headed that direction. Father was in Wausau. People search roads, sent 

telegrams to Wausau to notify father. Search continued Friday and Saturday. “Every rumor was traced 

to the bottom, but in every instance, they only added perplexity to the general suspense. The river was 

searched, but no tidings. Steamer Perkins ran down the river a mile or so and returned, friends hoping 

the commotion in the water might bring the body to the surface. “eston did same on Monday. “But all 

these kind efforts have proven futile.” Mr. L.F. Whittemore, the afflicted father arrived Monday evening 

from Wausau. Tuesday a party went down to the White River lock by the steamer Weston, and, 

returning in boats, dragged the river as they came up. But Harvey is gone. His disappearance is as much 

a mystery as it was the day he was missed.” … 11 years old, medium height, blue eyes, deep scar, an 

inch long, over his right eye. He wore a dark cap with frontispiece, dark brown clothes, white shirt, No 

13 (boys) boots. He carried an open-faced silver watch and chain. A liberal reward will be given for 

information leading to his recovery.  

 

The Princeton Fire Department have at last taken possession of their new home at the intersection of 

Main and Water streets. The new building is room and comfortable in every particular. The second story 

is finished off into a hall, which is decidedly a very pleasant room. It is fully equipped with seats, tables, 

lamps, etc. where the firemen can congregate at any time to hold meetings and transact business. We 

hope that if the emergency occurs, the company will prove an efficient one. A considerable expense has 

been incurred – enough, in fact, for the people to expect efficiency, and they look for gratifying results, 

in case unfortunate circumstances should test the skill of our fire company. 



 

More on railroad surveys westward 

 

Nov. 8, 1883 

Largest headlines seen in the Republic to date: MURDERED 

“Never was Princeton thrown into such a tremendous excitement as was experienced last Friday. One of 

the most astounding murders on the calendar pages of infamous deeds came to light that eventful 

Friday morning. 

 

”Harvey, son of Fayette and Minerva Whttemore, was found on the river’s brink, at the foot of the path 

leading down from the road near the Knapp place, with his throat cut and a severe blow upon his left 

forehead. For over a week the boy had been missing. Fates had thrown suspicion in every direction but 

the right one. It was thought he had wandered off toward Westfield or Montello, and search day after 

day was prosecute in that direction, but every effort was a failure. During this time the river was 

dragged every day and every bend and bayou searched, but no tidings. The matter became painful to 

contemplate on account  of the perplexity and utter failure to strike even the faintest thread leading 

toward the unwinding of the unterminable enigma.” … Thursday a report indicated the boy had asked 

for lodging at a house on a road leading to Neshkoro. Father arranged to visit the place the next day. 

“The sun threw a halo of glory over the landscape that Friday morning. The river coursed its onward way 

as smooth as it a stream of molten glass – not a breath of wind to disturb its mirror-like surface. The 

father of the lost boy arose about 6 o’clock and as it was about the day for the body to rise if in the river, 

he thought he would take one more look before starting into the country. Accordingly, he stepped into a 

boat, rowed down the river to the locality made memorable, and there lay his boy as described above. 

He had on the same clothing he wore when he first disappeared with the exception that the cap was 

gone. His watch was also missing. Putting him into the boat he returned. The search for the victim was 

ended! Harvey was found! The had of the assassin had done the work complete. 

 

“The sad news flew like wild-fire. Crowds gathered around the temporary resting place of the murdered 

boy. There he lay, the victim of some damnable wretch. Strong men bowed their heads, overcome with 

the most painful emotion. Tears coursed down the cheeks of the few ladies who ventured to look at the 

ghastly sight. 

Who did the deed was now the question that came with fearful force, demanding an answer as soon as 

possible. A number visited the spot where the body was found. A search for tracks or some clue 

revealed the mark of footprints upon the soft sand at the water’s edge. The size and contour of the track 

indicated it was made by a woman’s shoe – a No. 3. The father described the boy when found as being 

partially upon one side and from the particular spot in which the body lay and its appearance it was the 

general opinion that it had not floated there but had been placed there by some person during the 

night. These facts were faithfully noted and serve an important purpose.” 



 

A jury of seven men formed with Ed  Harroun acting as coroner. Body taken to American House and 

examined by Drs. G.A. Mueller and N.T. Millard. They found no blood in body, the cut in the throat 

discharging of all of it, and that death ensued before being placed in the water. … Examined stomach 

contents and determined death was about three hours after he left home following breakfast. … Mother 

testified about his breakfast and that she did not see him after he left home. Mrs. Ellen Long testified 

she saw boy at the bank of the river about 10 a.m. and that was last time she saw him. But Mrs. F.E. 

Rollins testified seeing the boy with Mrs. Long after 10 going toward her home. She said boy was talking 

and fingering his watch. She did not know boy but knew Mrs. Long and described him perfectly. Miss 

Lizza Raight also saw Mrs. Long with the boy going toward her residence about 11 a.m.  The jury 

rendered the following verdict: “That Harvey Whittemore came to his death by having his throat cut by 

some party or parties to this jury unknown.” The boy was buried toward evening after a brief service at 

the M.E. Church. 

 

Friday and Saturday the evidence given at the inquest was weighed … Sheriff Cooke arrived Friday 

evening … On Saturday, the rear of the buildings from Harmon’s furniture store were searched as well as 

the river bank. “Impressions, however, were confirmed in another direction the more the affair was 

canvassed.” 

 

On the north side of East Water Street, three blocks from the business portion of the village stands a 

small brown house. It is rather a neat appearing little home. The front portion of the building is perhaps 

15x20. Back is a wing ending against the part of the house already described. It is perhaps 15 feet 

square. A door opens from the front room into this wing part, which is occupied as a kitchen and dining 

room. In the southwest corner of this room is a trap door leading into a small cellar. Still back of this 

kitchen part is a small “lean-to,” probably occupied as a cooking room in warm weather. Under the floor 

of this room is a well, which we understand has not been used for a long time for some reason unknown 

to us. We have given a hasty outline of the residence of Mrs. Ellen Long. She is a widow, her husband, 

George Long, dying some five or six years since. She has a son and daughter of tender years. Mrs. Long is 

the daughter of ex-Judge A.H. Myers, one of more respected citizens. 

 

A preliminary search of the above premises was made Saturday but nothing unusual was revealed, so 

well had the tracks of infamy been covered. 

 

On Sunday, Cooke was assisted by H.H. Harmon, O.N. Harmon and C.P. Rawson. “A rap at the door 

received no response – a second rap and no answer – a third rap and still no reply – a fourth rap and the 

door was opened and the above named gentlemen filed in. Sheriff Cooke made a few introductory 

remarks, after which all of the outside doors were locked and then a most critical examination was 

commenced. The result was the most astounding developments were brought to light. Marks of blood 

were found upon the stairway to the cellar, and blood was found in the cellar. Blood was also found 



upon a barrel and upon boards. There was every evidence that much had been done to obliterate the 

traces of the foul deed. Dirt had been scraped from the bottom of the cellar and taken out and fresh dirt 

hoed out form under the stairs and put in its place. A club was found with bloody stains on it, which can 

easily be imagined as the instrument that made the mark upon the forehead of the murdered boy. 

Where the dirt from the dirt from the cellar that was first taken out was put was a part to yet discover. 

 

The well in the back room was opened for examination. Blood was found upon stone in the well. The 

work of pumping the water was commenced. A strange odor came from the well. The water being 

exhausted the work of throwing out the debris was prosecuted. The fact was disclosed that dirt had 

been thrown in lately. Bits of tufts of grass and weeds were brought to the surface that were fresh and 

green, and in the very nature of things could have been placed there but very recently. The odor that 

emerged from the mass disclosed where the dirt from the bottom of the cellar, reeking with blood, had 

been deposited. The bottom was reached, but nothing additional rewarded the efforts of the searchers, 

unless we except a button, which may serve to clinch still tighter the evidence that little Harvey’s 

expiring struggles ceased in that cellar. We hear today that the little button matches with those upon 

the coat worn by the murdered boy, and a vacant place for the button still exists. “The story of a button” 

may adorn a page in this tragedy of deeper significance thant the story told for the childish prattler. 

 

On Monday the search was about completed. The feverish excitement of the people did not abate but 

appeared to rather increase.” Cooked incarcerated Mrs. Long in the county jail Monday night. 

 

“One word ere we close. One of our most respected families is bowed with grief deeper and more 

painful than if death had snatched a loved one from their midst. We deeply sympathize with them and 

pray that the hand of Providence may pour balm into the hearts crushed with this overwhelming woe.” 

 

Nov. 15, 1883 

A new bell for the engine house arrived a few days ago. 

 

Rich Mueller in MKE buying big stock of goods 

 

Railroad has new scales for weight stock at stock yards. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Fayette Whittemore, the parents of the murdered boy, started Friday for their new home 

at Wausau. Mr. Whittlemore sold his farm some weeks since and has gone into the sewing machine 

business. Before leaving Mr. Whittemore was subpoenaed as witness to appear at the examination of 

Mrs. Long. The reports extant that Mrs. Whittemore was arrested last week are simply false. Whatever 



reflection may have been cast upon her husband does not associate Mrs. Whittemore’s name in the 

least.” 

 

G.J. Cox, of portage, attorney for Long’s defense. “The prisoner retains a stoical indifference when 

reference is made to the murder in her presence. Her replies in reference thereto when questioned are 

equivocal and tend to confirm suspicion rather than weaken it. Upon being questioned as to whether 

she had any help in committing the deed, her reply in effect was that if she committed the deed it was 

done without assistance. She has not yet made a square denial of the charge and the result of the 

examination is awaited with interest.” 

 

Gard Green has commenced the erection of a building on the vacant lot between his residence and 

Warnke Bros. & Krueger’s store. It will be used for the sale of agricultural implements and sewing 

machines, and we understand will be occupied by Wm. Born and EE. Cox.  

 

Nov. 22, 1883 

Nov. 29, 1883 

The frame of Gard Green’s building is about up. 

 

Number of coal stoves being used is going up 

 

 

CONFESSED 

Examined before Justice of Peace John McConnell. Large crowd. Attorney G.J. Cox, of Portage, asks that 

case be removed. Denied. Said Long would waive examination. Denied and examination commenced. 

Most of evidence given Friday and Saturday was same as at inquest. Found Nov. 2 opposite the Knapp 

place below Princeton. Testimony of Rollins and Raight … “He was apparently talking glibly and freely, 

the childish soul full of sunshine, little dreamed of the body death awaiting him in a few short 

moments.” “This evidence struck the keynote of suspicion, and the finger of public sentiment began to 

raise and point deliberately at Mrs. Long as the author of the deed. People were slow to believe that her 

hands were dripping with Harvey’s blood, but the old stories of scandal were again fanned and became 

a livid flame. With the scandal reported unpleasantly connecting the name of the boy’s father, L.F. 

Whittemere, with that of Mrs. Long, the story of the attempt to poison the mother of the boy was 

resuscitated. If there was cause for an attempt upon the life of the mother, would not the same 

envenomed inspiration account for her taking the life of the boy? 

 



Judge Myers reportedly urged her to confess what she knew about the deed and if there was a 

confederate to say so. The opinion was strong that she must have had help in moving the body if not 

assisted in taking the boy’s life. Had purchased chloroform, invited wife and kids to sleep over. 

 

On Monday, prisoner not in court. After DA met with Mrs. Long, she confessed in court before attorneys 

and father. Mrs. Long is Mrs. Whittemore’s cousin. Lafayette Whittemore also testifies. “He died in the 

cellar at the house where I resided in the village of Princeton, in this county. It was quarter to eleven 

o’clock in the forenoon of that day. There was no one in the house at the time except him and myself. 

He came to his death at my hands. I don’t think I have anything further to day.” Would not say how or 

why she killed him, how she got body to river. “I make this plea of guilty to exonerate other persons who 

are suspected of being implicated in Harvey Whittemore’s death, and that I will not have to appear any 

more in the court room during this examination.” Said watch was thrown in river. Button evidence 

presented. Matched boys coat. Said she did not strike him in the head before cutting his throat. “No one 

who has lived a neighbor to Mrs. Long could have suspected her of such a deed. She was always a quiet, 

unpretending woman so far as the outside world knew. Through all of the excitement following the 

discovery of the murder Mrs. Long remained a stoical and apparently unmoved spectator up to the hour 

of her arrest. Even then she assumed a boldness and hauteur of expression that was astonishing to 

contemplate. The day the boy was found she circulated among the people that thronged the sidewalks 

the same as any other person. Had the terrible secret she silently carried been unfolded then we hardly 

dare imagine to what extent an outraged and exasperated public might have carried matters.” 

 

Dec. 13, 1883 

Will Whittemore has moved his jewelry establishment back into the old stand. 

 

We lack school room; we lack school facilities. Under the excellent management of Miss McCune the 

primary department has now enrolled over 100 scholars. 

 

Dec. 20, 1883 

At funeral for Mrs. Hannah M. McIntyre at Congregational Church, several feet of the floor and the 

center tier of seats began to settle. “The crashing and breaking of timbers, the shrieking of women and 

children who realized that they were sinking down through the floor caused consternation in the 

audience that was indescribably wild. The floor gave away ore at the north end of the pews, letting the 

end of the seats down, the mass of occupants sliding down in that direction. The church was heated by a 

large stove used in place of a furnace, which is in the basement. The pipe of the stove had been severed, 

and to add to the excitement smoke began to curl up through the mass of struggling humanity, and 

scores who were not familiar with the arrangement in the basement supposed that it was all ablaze 

below. Quite a number of willing hands were stretched out to assist those who were in their perilous 

condition, and it was the work of only a few moments to extricate them. The floor sank about four feet. 



Happily no one was seriously injured.” … Body was not there. Services were completed at the M.E. 

Church. 

 

Gustav Teske loses his little girl, Evaliene, 8. Measles. Mother died year ago. “She was the only daughter, 

a shining light of her doting father’s home, and had entwined herself about the parental heart until 

them dread summons was almost like snapping the very heart strings of life.” 

 

St. Marie, Seneca road discussions 

 

1884 

Jan. 3, 1884 

Jan. 10, 1884 

We hear the Lutherans will erect a new church in Princeton the coming season. It will be built on the 

same lot now occupied by their church. The one now used will be torn down to give room for a more 

commodious structure. The new building will be 40x80 feet in size. We suspect the plans and 

specifications will call for an excellent building, one that will be an ornament to a flourishing village. 

 

Julius Warnke erected his Second Street store and commenced business here less than two years ago 

with a few-hundred-dollar stock which he has gradually increased to as many households and is now 

enjoying a trade beyond his expectations when he started. 

 

Jan. 17, 1884 

Pooch & Wichmer have moved their effects from the building opposite the American House to Viel 

Brothers’ west room. We hear F.T. Yahr will occupy the room vacated by Pooch & W. for storing 

agriculture implements. 

 

The school house on the west side is being moved over and will be placed on the grounds occupied by 

the public school building. Tim Paull has the job. 

 

It was rumored Tuesday that another furniture establishment as to be opened in the village. 

 

Jan. 24, 1884 



Last Tuesday the case of Ellen Long, the murderess, was called in the circuit court. The prisoner 

appeared and by counsel pleaded not guilty, and the case was continued to the June term of court. Jail 

life appears to agree with the prisoner. She still appears cool and unconcerned.” Bail placed at $10,000. 

Mrs. Long’s counsel was trying to get it reduced. 

 

Republic commences the eighteenth year of its existence today. 

 

Ezra Reeve passes at age 77. He was father in law of J.C. Thompson. 

 

Jan.  31, 1884 

Editorial about future of city … “The probabilities are that ground will soon be broken to extend our 

railroad westward. There are a great many who become infinitely wise and declare it can be no benefit 

to have the road extended. That matter is left to the people. The inhabitants of our burg can either 

make it a thriving, prosperous and lively place, or they can fold their hands and let stagnation and ruin 

envelope it. --- Let our people show a desire and evince a spirit to branch out and induce people and 

money to come within our midst. Display a disposition to foster all such moves, and not be afraid of 

investing our own capital in that direction, and Princeton can be made a city of 5,000 inhabitants in a 

few years, the date of her boom commencing with the hour the extension of our railroad opened up the 

empire of the West, giving us an equal chance in the battle of life.” 

 

The grand opening of a roller skating rink will take place at Turner Hall in Princeton on Saturday evening, 

Feb. 2. J.E. Williams manager. Will C. Pettibone, the champion skater of the Northwest, will give an 

exhibition of fancy and expert skating. If the management receives sufficient encouragement the rink 

will be continued for the season. Music by the Princeton Brass Band. Exhibit at 9 o’clock. Doors open at 

7. Admission 10 cents, skates 15 cents. The hall will be open at 2 o’clock in the afternoon for practice. 

Admission 10 cents; skates free.F 

 

A friend has taken some little pains to figure out the amount of building that has been done in Princeton 

within the last year, and it figures up to pretty near $25,000. Princeton is on the boom. There is nothing 

ephemeral about our improvements. They are all solid – put there to stay. 

 

Feb. 14, 1884 

Our prospective skating rink does not pan out very well, and the prospects of one being established here 

are not bright. 

 



H.H. Harmon has purchased a hearse to add to his business as an undertaker. It is a very proper piece of 

property to own, and something that has long been needed, as our facilities for transporting the remains 

of deceased friends to their resting place were not what they should be. 

 

Controversy about Judge David J. Pulling re-election. Berlin lawyers oppose. 

 

Chittenden & Mores have lately put into their elevator a new Kaestner (burr stone) feed mill, with 

capacity for grinding 30 to 40 bushels per hour. 

 

Feb. 21, 1884 

More on judge race 

 

From six to eight kegs of beer furnished the inspiration for a Polish wedding in the northeast part of the 

village Monday and Monday night. 

 

F.T. Yahr is absent this week in Milwaukee and Chicago, purchasing a furniture outfit for that splendid 

dwelling. 

 

The freight business at this point is booming. 

 

The Chicago Store in Princeton is closing out (Eggleston?) 

 

Feb. 28, 1884 

 

The huge pile of stone in front of John Ernst’s dwelling just north of the Congregational Church indicates 

that John will erect a new house the coming season. Short street 

 

The superior prices paid for produce by the Princeton buyers are bringing large quantities of oats and 

barley from the Prairie to this market. 

 

March 6, 1884 



There have been Polander weddings enough this winter to supply us with about 2,000 additional 

population at the next census. We’re booming. 

 

March 13, 1884 

Agricultural implements for the coming season’s trade are beginning to arrive by the car-load. 

 

March 20, 1884 

German Methodists have purchased Henry Rose’s property on Farmer Street for a parsonage. One by 

one the old residents of Princeton are severing the familiar associations of scores of years and seeking 

other places to while away the decline of life. 

 

March 27, 1884 

Dave Messing tends the bridge this season. 

 

The Turners must be pretty near ready to veneer that hall. 

 

A pile of stone near the Lutheran church indicates at least one move toward the erection of that new 

church. May the good work move right along. 

 

San Francisco earthquake 

 

Chittenden & Morse have opened a flour and feed store in Demell’s block. It is hinted they will keep 

Minneapolis flour. 

 

The first annual dance of the Princeton Fire Company to be given at Thiel’s Hall April 14th 

 

Corner of Water and Farmer, A.E. Thompson house is for sale. 

 

April 10, 1884 

We learn that the Lutherans have been trying to negotiate for the Krueger lots on the corner opposite 

the church. 



 

With J.P. Schneider as chief executive and H. Megow wearing the judicial ermine, the interests of the 

village must be safe. Schneider and R.P. Rawson tied, so they cast lots, Schneider drawing the lucky 

number. 

 

The new passenger depot will be built on the railroad property east of Farmer St. This will rather change 

the current of trade and business with the railroad in this village. 

 

D.M. and G. Green have been putting repairs on the mill lately that places it in complete order. The mill 

is now running in good shape and patrons are assured that satisfaction will be given. 

 

April 17, 1884 

A car-load of Polanders started for Northern Wisconsin to work on railroad. 

 

20th annual state convention of Turners held in Milwaukee 

 

J. Wm. Worm wishes to sell merchant tailoring establishment and go into other business. 

 

August Ponto has sold his block and saloon to August Zauft for the snug sum of $3,300. Herman Warnke 

has also disposed of his block and saloon, Mr. Krueger, of Manchester, being the purchaser, the 

consideration being $2,475.  

 

Mr. Yaga, brother-in-law of W.F. Viel, has recently purchased an interest in the extensive business of Viel 

Brothers. Mr. Yaga is an experienced man in the lumber business. 

 

It is rumored that Princeton is to have one end of a telephone line. We have referred such rumors 

before, and gave them circulation, but have ceased pinning our faith on them. A small amount of 

practical experience in the shape of securing a telephone would suit us better than these periodical 

rumors. 

 

April 24, 1884 

About 85 Polanders started north to work upon a railroad last Monday morning. They absorbed enough 

whiskey to leave in a happy condition. 



 

The largest real estate transaction that has taken place here in some time was closed yesterday. E. D. 

Morse sold the corner block, occupied by O.H. Lichtenberg, druggist, and Aug. Zauft, saloonist, the 

property extending back to Main Street to Herman Warnke, the consideration being $4.900. Good 

business property is in demand here in Princeton. 

 

A pistol in the hands of Wm. Finnegan, employed at Merrill’s livery stable, came near sending him to 

kingdom come yesterday. … gun went off, ball started toward his heart but hit a suspender buckle. … 

“Scores of our boys are armed with them in spite of law or sensible advice. 

 

Liquor licenses $75 retail, $25 wholesale. Lists them. Gottlieb Schiefelbein, Joseph Schurpit, W. F. 

Krueger, Aug. Zauft, Fred Mittlestaedt, J. Wm. Worm, Michael Berger, Fred Schendel, Julius Hennig and 

W. Knoblock. … Wholesale: Mueller Bros. and O.H. Lichtenberg. 

 

Funny – wedding writeup lists what people gave as gifts. 

 

May1, 1884 

The trees about the public square have been trimmed and the stone pile of architectural beauty that 

stands in the center of the city park shows more conspicuously than ever. 

Description of steamer Ellen Hardy. Stops at Princeton on her first trip down the Fox. She is owned by 

Portage parties and will make regular trips from Portage to Oshkosh each week and return. She has 

been thoroughly overhauled and refitted for the present season’s work. She is a stern-wheeler propelled 

by two engines of 30 horse power each. She is 122 feet long, 22 feet beam, and her registered tonnage 

is 132. When loaded she draws only about 20 inches of water. She is admirably calculated for river 

business. 

 

 

Another change in the mercantile circles of this village has just taken place. S.M. Eggleston and Henry 

Manthey have purchased G. F. Gavitt’s stock in Thiel’s block, the new firm taking possession the first of 

this week.  

 

May 1, 1884: The new municipal judge, H.E. Megow, made his debut Friday morning. Hugh Carr and a 

chimney sweep were brought before him charged with drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and resisting 

an office on the night previous. The complaint was read and the prisoners pleaded to having drank 

some, but further than this they just said they were innocent. Justice Megow deliberated a few 



moments and then striking a judicial attitude, said: “Gentlemen, the case appears perfectly clear. It is 

shown that the prisoners were drunk, also that they persisted the officer at the time of capture. I fine 

each of you $20 and costs or imprisonment in the county jail for 90 days.” The prisoners being unable to 

pay the fine they were sent to the county jail. This is what might be termed summary judgment. 

 

Whereas, certain minor children, now being in the town of Princeton, who have become chargeable as 

paupers, places for the same are sought by the supervisors of the said town of Princeton. The said 

minors will be apprenticed to any respected parties desiring to take one or more as apprentices will call 

upon or address the supervisors of said town. P.O. address, in Princeton, Wis. April 19, 1884. G. Teske, T. 

Sullivan, William Steward supervisors 

 

Wm. Born has moved into the Luce house near the Lutheran church. 

 

May 8, 1884 

We learn that Carl Barthol will engage in the farm machinery business for J.W. Perkins of New Chester, 

Adams County. 

 

E.D. Morse has purchased the Moe property, corner of Farmer and Water streets. We suspect a tasty 

residence will soon adorn that beautiful corner. 

 

The old Hopkins property, corner of Main and Farmer streets, is being materially improved since falling 

into the hands of Gus Teske. 

 

Eggleston – Henry Manthey will not be one of the firm as we announced last week. 

 

May 15, 1884 

Telephone lines are being built and extended all over this part of the country. Every point, large or small, 

is seizing upon this cheap way of communicating with their neighbors “and the rest of mankind,” except 

Princeton. 

 

The steamer Ellen Hardy went up stream Sunday well loaded with freight. The prospect for a successful 

freighting season is reported good. 

 



Messing & Ernst are having paint spread on their ice-house and other buildings recently erected in 

connection with their brewery. 

 

A stone foundation is being placed under the building occupied by the primary department of our public 

schools. 

 

Megow sentences another drunk who broke front window of Krueger’s saloon. 

 

May 22, 1884 

Ellen Hardy passed down the river yesterday. She took on 2000 bushels of wheat in Marquette. 

 

Rev. J.A. Hoyer will soon go to St. Paul, Minn., and take charge of a congregation there. – His son, Rev. 

A.G. Hoyer, will minister to the spiritual wants of the congregation here for the present. ---------The 

reverend gentleman is getting well along in years and his work here is too scattered and laborious to 

perform at all seasons of the year. His long residence here in Princeton has engendered many 

attachments which will be painful to sever. 

 

The old railroad bonds given as collateral in the construction of this railroad by the town of St. Marie 

have been surrendered. This settles the matter and is a receipt in full that St. Marie has liquidated her 

obligations in that direction. 

 

Construction train will soon be put to work on the road between here and Fond du Lac. The work will 

commence where it stopped last fall and the road put in shape and steel rail laid in this place. 

 

May 29, 1884 

Old sidewalks have been replaced by new from A.H. Myer’s office east to Farmer street and thence 

north. Also considerable of the same kind of work has been done on Clinton street. 

 

Will Whittemore is a wonder in the line of fishing … 

 

Through the kindness of Rev. A.G. Hoyer we were shown the design and plans of the church which will 

probably be erected soon by the Lutherans in this village. The plans of the architects show very nicely, 



and if the design is fully executed the building, aside from its being a neat and appropriate place for 

public worship, will prove a commendable attraction to the village. 

 

CAGED 

L.F. Whittemore arrested by Sheriff Cooke in Wausau. The warrant charges him with being accessory to 

the poisoning of his wife. Enough evidence has come to light to justify the arrest, and if convicted, it will 

be upon the testimony of Mrs. Ellen Long, who will be an important witness. With this startling 

intelligence, the murder of little Harvey Whittemore is vividly brought before the minds of all those 

acquainted with the circumstances. That L.F. Whittemore was indirectly the cause of the murder of his 

son, very few, if any have doubted, and the developments in this case may unwind a chain of evidence 

that will throw light upon the whole matter. The preliminary examination will be held at Dartford on 

Saturday before Justice McConnell, unless waived or postponed. 

 

June 5, 1884 – MISSING, INCLUDES ELLEN LONG’S CONFESSION!!!!! 

 

June 12, 1884 

The Catholics have a new shepherd, in the person of Rev. Slowikowski, who has recently been sent here 

from Stevens Point. 

 

Reports came down the line early in the week that work on this end of the railroad extension would 

begin forthwith, that the road would be completed with ninety days. --- It is again announced, and this 

time with an air of probability, that the Northwestern will being the extension of the railroad west 

forthwith. The employees of the road appear to be imbued with that idea and so report. The Necedah 

Lumberman in referring to the matter says: “Although not officially announced, it would seem from the 

amount of rails and other material in the vicinity, that the Northwestern railroad would be pushed 

forward from this point right away.” 

 

State vs August Swanke. Manslaughter. Jury called, witnesses examined, and case submitted to jury. 

Verdict, not guilty. 

 

The court room was well filled before the hour of opening court. Mrs. Long was brought in by the 

Sheriff, accompanied by her father. Her attorney having previously intimated to the court that she 

wanted to plead guilty, she was asked by the court if she desired to change her former plea of not guilty 

to guilty. She answered in the affirmative. The court then passed sentence. (The full text of the sentence 

can be found elsewhere in the Republic). Thus ends the first chapter of the Long-Whittemore matter. 

How the second chapter ends is yet to be seen in the future. 



 

Mrs. Ellen Long was sentenced to the penitentiary for life last Friday for the murder of Harvey 

Whittemore. So far as she is concerned the curtain has dropped upon the last act of the drama of her 

life. Her sentence inspires one to look back a little more than six months and again recall the exciting 

events of that period with which her existence is woven. On Wednesday, October 24th, 1883, Harvey, 

aged 12 years, son of L.F. and Minerva Whittemore, was suddenly missed at noonday. – recounts what 

happened – “Evidence of something unusual began to come to light and soon a trail was discovered, and 

from that the thread was unwound further and further and until the fact was brought to light that one 

of the most appalling murders that blacken the list on the calendar of damning deeds had been 

committed. --- Preliminary examination had been Friday, Nov, 23, continued Saturday and adjourned 

until Monday. Confession was in cell. Bound over to the circuit court. Held over at January term and 

before it could begin in June, it was intimated she would make a statement implicating L.F. Whittemore 

as accessory to poisoning of Mrs. Whittemore, his wife. This proved true and Whittemore was arrested 

at Wausau on the 29th and brought to Dartford. At his preliminary examination, Mrs. Long gave her 

evidence in reference to that affair. The Republic published her statement in full last week. This 

statement begins to unravel her reasons for murdering the boy. The public had long suspected the state 

of affairs that she claims have existed for a period of years, and if not disproven shows Whittemore in a 

bad light. But let the law take its course. If her story is true (and we know of no one wo disbelieves it) it 

needs no guess work as to what he deserves. He was released from jail last Thursday on $2000 bond. 

Last Friday Mrs. Long was brought into court and having pled guilty to the information was sentenced by 

Judge Pulling as follows: 

 

“The sentence of the court is that you, Ellen Long, be punished by confinement at hard labor in the 

state’s prison of the State of Wisconsin, at Waupun, in said state, for the term of your natural life, and 

you are also sentenced to solitary imprisonment during said term for the space of three days in each 

year, the term of your sentence to begin today at noon.” 

 

The courtroom was crowded and the occasion an impressive one. The prisoner received her sentence 

with apparent indifference, and was astonishingly unconcerned so far as any perceptible manifestation 

could be observed. On Monday Sheriff Cooke took his prisoner to Waupun and for her the scenes of 

active life cease and the drama ends. As the prison doors closed the blighted life of Mrs. Ellen Long was 

closed to the outer world probably forever. The sentence was just. 

 

June 19, 1884 

The railroad men are approaching this end of the line with steel rail. 

 

Jule Hennig has been making noted improvements on the lot west of the public school building. 

 



Krause & Lueck submit low bid for Lutheran church. Other bid was from Green Bay. 

 

Fourth of July celebration – President of the Day, F. T. Yahr. Vice president, Gustav Teske. Marshals, 

Frank Merrill and Fred Schendel. Orator, Perry Niskern. Reader. J.G. Mohr. Chaplain, Rev. M.T. Seelye 

Brass band, Schuetzen Verein, Turn Verein, Odd Fellows, Princeton Fire Department, Public and German 

schools, chariot with Goddess of Liberty, young ladies representing the states, citizens. Games, balloon 

ascension, fireworks. 

 

From the Wausau Central: Mr. L.F. Whittemore has returned from Dartford, where he appeared in court 

as a defendant in the case brought against him for complicity in the poisoning of his wife some time ago. 

--- Mr. W. seems to think that there is no case against him of any moment, and that nothing will come 

out of this prosecution of him. 

 

1883 crop totals chart 

July 3, 1884 

School closes for summer, praise teachers 

 

July 10, 1884 

Miss Addie Myers passes away. Fell ill while sweeping, laid down, fell unconscious, passed. 27. Health 

had not been good for several years. Adelaide Eugenie. Father at her side asked if she was in pain. She 

said, “No.” These were Addie’s last words. 

 

Frank Yahr and Chris Hunold took a trip to Necedah to purchase lumber to be used in the construction of 

the new Lutheran church. 

 

Necedah Lumberman: It has finally been decided that the extension from Necedah to Princeton will not 

be pushed this year. 

 

July 17, 1884 

July 24, 1884 

Our greatest want in this village is a graded school. 

 



While their new church is in process of erection the Lutheran congregation worship in the 

Congregational church. 

 

J. Wm. Worm is making a decide improvement on his premises. He has recently moved his dwelling back 

to give room for the erection of a building, thus materially increasing the size of his saloon. 

 

July 31, 1884 

Ellen Hardy takes excursionists to White River lock Sunday. 

 

Rumor attorney Niskern is going to start a Democratic paper here. … Demise of Green Lake County 

Democrat. S.D. Goodell has suspended the further publication of the Green Lake County Democrat.  

 

About all the towns of this part of Wisconsin are going crazy over base ball matters. Princeton is not 

afflicted as yet. 

 

 There appears to be a current of feeling gaining ground here in favor of a graded school. The idea of 

sending our children away from home to become familiar with branches of learning that could just as 

well be taught right at home is repugnant to the wishes of the true friends of education. The increase in 

taxes to run a graded school would prove a mere bagatelle to the taxpayer. The privileges accorded by 

establishing such a school in our midst, giving our children here at home facilities that can only be 

secured abroad, besides other inducements that would require many paragraphs to enumerate, make it 

almost imperative duty for the friends of such institutions to inaugurate a move in that direction. 

 

Aug. 7, 1884 

Aug. 14, 1884 

“Personals” column 

 

Ellen Hardy excursion to Berlin. Leaves at 7 a.m. Tickets 50 cents. 

 

Jule Hennig is putting a new ? on the old Hopkins block. The severely plain old building will have a 

modern look when Jule gets through with it. 

 

Aug. 21, 1884 



Aug. 28, 1884 

A performing bear was an attraction on our streets Friday. 

 

From an article published elsewhere it appears a railroad drawbridge over the river at fond du Lac will 

be placed across the Fox River here at Princeton when the extension is commenced. 

 

Sept. 4, 1884 

The new Lutheran church is pretty nearly enclosed. 

 

J. Wm. Worm is just simply pushing that new building to completion. 

 

D.M. and G Green have between 75 and 100 men employed in cleaning out and deepening the mill 

ditch. 

 

A paper was circulating early in the week trying to secure subscriptions toward establishing telephone 

communication between Princeton and Dartford. N. McIntyre was circulating the petition. 

 

Judge Pulling handed in his resignation, to take effect Oct. 1. Bad health. 

 

Sept. 11, 1884 

Sept. 18, 1884 

PW Jackson has sold his business property on Water Street to August Swanke. We understand Mr. 

Swanke has sold to other parties since his purchase 

 

A fire ladder broken yesterday showed that somebody’s neck was saved by its destruction before it was 

brought into use at a fire. It was a rotten concern. It would be well for the fire department to examine 

the rest of them and see what kind of ladders are to be depended on in case an emergency for their use 

was presented. A fire is bad enough without the addition of broken necks from rotten ladders. 

 

With the next term the grade of studies will be advanced sufficiently so that those students who have 

completed the ordinary studies heretofore taught can take higher branches. A move in this direction 

materially improves the efficiency of our school, and is an inducement in the way of securing attendance 



by those whose advance in studies have heretofore suggested the necessity of seeking superior school 

privileges elsewhere. Under our excellent corps of teachers the school is worthy of warm and hearty 

encouragement, and we trust will receive the support of the friends of education in every way aid can 

be tendered. 

 

Sept. 25, 1884 

Knoblock, the saloon man on the west side, is building a large addition to his premises to be used as a 

saloon. 

 

DM Green says that since cleaning out and deepening the mill ditch that 20 per cent more water can be 

furnished than ever before ran through the ditch. He says that he can furnish for a paper mill a head of 

water equivalent to 50 horsepower. It is our opinion that no better point can be found in the state for 

the manufacture of paper. The power for driving machinery and the raw material for the manufacture of 

article is right here. 

 

October 9, 1884 

Miss Tillie Jahns will open a millinery and dress making establishment Monday, in the east room of the 

old post-office building. She will open a complete stock of the newest styles of millinery which she has 

just purchased. She has also secured the services of an excellent trimmer. The ladies are invited to call 

and inspect a stock of which every article is new and carefully selected, to meet the wants of those 

desiring goods in her line. 

 

October 16, 1884 

CG Smudloch has sold his real estate to August Swanke and will move his stock of hardware to some 

other locality. 

 

G Green was over at Milwaukee a few days ago inspecting the various patterns of roller machinery for 

flouring mills. This means that the Green Brothers will soon introduce the roller system into the 

Princeton mill. --- Rumor has it that G&D M. Green have bought a full line of mill machinery for making 

roller flour for their mill at a cost of machinery alone of 2650, and we noticed Mr. Alfred Long, a popular 

millwright, in town several days this week in consultation with the proprietors. 

 

The Republicans are using west room of Demell’s block during campaign. 

 



Nellie Boroughs, an incorrigible case of thirteen years, whose misconduct had become notorious in this 

village … sentenced to the reform school for girls at Milwaukee until of age. 

 

The new Lutheran Church is now enclosed and the belfry and steeple are about completed. The building 

is a credit to our village. Mr. Green, of Green Bay, the architect, is now here supervising some changes in 

the roof that will strengthen it and render it more firm. 

 

Oct. 23, 1884 

Another change! J.P. Schneider, esq., for so many years proprietor of the American House, has sold to 

Mr. Priest, whose hotel was recently destroyed by fire in Berlin. The new proprietor takes possession the 

first of next week. Mr. Schneider has so long been connected with the American House that it seems like 

parting with an old friend when he vacates the premises. We extend a cordial welcome, however, to the 

new proprietor. 

 

In response to a telegram announcing the death of their father, F.T. and Frank Yahr started for 

Woodland Tuesday to attend the funeral. 

 

Oct. 30, 1884 

Nov. 20, 1884 

The Lutherans expect their new church will be completed by Christmas. 

 

Nov. 27, 1884 

Dec. 4, 1884 

The bean trade in Princeton is immense. Chittenden & Morse have shipped seven car loads so far this 

week. 

 

Fight in Warnke’s saloon 

 

Dec. 11, 1884 

Our County Board was seized fiercely with the spirit of economy when they ordered the telephone 

removed from the county offices. 

 



Dec. 18, 1884 

The new Lutheran church will be dedicated next Sabbath with appropriate ceremonies. The structure is 

not only a credit to the village and contiguous country, but is a neat, comfortable and commodious 

temple of worship, gratifying to the congregation and their friends. 

 

Dec. 25, 1884 

The west room in the brick bloc has been fitted up and put in first-class shape for a restaurant and will 

be opened for business tomorrow.  

 

The dedication of the new Lutheran church in this village took place last Sabbath. The morning was 

pleasant and as early as 8 o’clock people from the country began coming in, and when the time had 

arrived for services to commence, fully seven hundred people had gathered at the church. After short 

services in the open air the front and side entrances were thrown open, and soon every seat and all of 

the available standing room in the church was occupied. Rev. AG Hoyer, pastor of the church was 

assisted in the services by Prof. A Graebner, of the Lutheran Seminary Milwaukee, Rev. Ed. Hoyer, of 

West Bend, and Rev. Sauer, a Mecan church. The dedication sermon in the morning was delivered by 

Rev. Ed Hoyer, and the one in the after by Rev. Sauer. In the evening services in English were held, Prof. 

Graebner officiating. The storm that set in during the afternoon kept many away who would otherwise 

have attended but notwithstanding the church was well filled. The Prof. is an easy speaker and delivered 

a good practical sermon. The collections for the day were very liberal. The church is an ornament to the 

village and the community in general appreciate the efforts of the society in building so fine a structure. 

The society is also to be congratulated on having secured so pleasant and commodious place of worship. 

School publishes grades of the older kids 

 

1885 

Jan. 1, 1885 

One of those small boys on the streets who are trying to “catch on: to all the passing sleighs, are sure to 

get seriously hurt yet. Is it yours? 

 

It wouldn’t cost our village taxpayers two cents a day to have the snow cleared form our sidewalks with 

such implements as we have on hand to do the work. 

 

NO JAN. 8 

Jan. 15, 1885 

Paull and Tyler have commenced filling their ice house on the west side. 



 

Jule Hennig appointed deputy sheriff 

 

Mrs. Jones has returned to Princeton again and will engage in the restaurant business, occupying the 

west room in the Krueger block. 

 

Jan. 22, 1885 

The House committee on rivers and harbors refused to recommend the appropriation for the 

improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers. They claim that the engineer’s reports are so discouraging 

as not to warrant any further expenditure. 

 

It is estimated that 10,000 deer carcasses have been shipped out of this state during the past season. 

These noble denizens of the forest will soon become extinct. 

 

Mrs. Long was brought to Dartford Monday from the Waupun prison to testify in the Whittemore case. 

 

Dr. G.A. Mueller starts for Chicago in a few days for a protracted stay –two months. He will brighten up 

by professional study and investigation. 

 

The Princeton Dramatic Association gave their first entertainment last Monday evening at Turner Hall. 

They put on the stage “Among the Breakers,” and it is no more than just to award the praise of doing 

well. 

 

State vs. Lafayette Whittemore. Jury impaneled. 

 

Mrs. Priest, landlady of the American House, fell and broke one of her limbs. – Stepping from one room 

to another she stepped upon a small piece of ice, and her whole weight came full upon the unfortunate 

limb in such a way as to fracture it just above the ankle. 

 

Jan. 29, 1885 

Wm. Leuk, recently in the employ of E. Teske & Bro., will put a stock of goods into the room recently 

occupied by Seittman as a furniture store. “Bill” is one of those seductive chaps who will sell goods like 

blazes. 



 

Someone tries to set fire to building belong to G. and D.M. Green and occupied by the firm of Warnke 

Bros. & Krueger, dry goods merchants. Fire kindled on top of old barrels under the floor. 

 

The Whittemore Case: The trial ended for this term at least last Tuesday morning. The jury failed to 

agree. Three voted for conviction and nine for acquittal. … The scandal connecting the names of Mrs. 

Long and Whittemore is well-known. She claims that the murder of the boy Harvey was instigated 

through motives of revenge upon the failure of Whittemore to carry out certain promises. After the 

licentious course of the two had commenced, she states that he promised to make her the same as his 

wife, providing the present wife could be put out of the way. In order to crown their damnable schemes 

with success Long and Whittemore agreed that poison should be administered to Mrs. Whittemore. 

Mrs. Long, according to her statement, did administer the poison, but it failed in taking the life of the 

victim. The Republic some time ago published Mrs. Long’s testimony, which was given at her 

examination before her trial and which will be recollected by the reader. Upon strength of the testimony 

she then gave was predicated the charge against Whittemore, which has just come to trial and resulted 

in the above mentioned. --- The debauchery of Mrs. Long, the horrible murder of the boy, the futile 

attempt to poison the mother of the murdered boy, the sentence of Mrs. Long to the penitentiary for 

life, and now the trial of Whittemore for being implicated in the attempt to poison his own wife, and the 

failure of the jury to acquit him form a few pages in the record of the events of the day that are deeply 

tainted with crime.” (Jury sworn Tuesday 4 p.m., Case went to the jury at 3:15 p.m. Monday. At midnight 

unable to agree and discharged at midnight. The case will come up again at the next term of court.) 

 

Feb. 5, 1885 

Fred Mittlesteadt has bought of Teske Bros. the store building now occupied by Mueller Bros. Fred will 

use it for his saloon business when vacated. 

 

Landlord Schendel is out with a bran new ‘bus. It is a neat one and was made at the shops of Aug. 

Swanke. “Free ‘bus to the City Hotel.”! 

 

If Mueller Brothers conclude to erect a fine business block soon, the grandchildren of Rich, if he ever has 

any, will rise up and call him blessed. 

 

The fire fiend – It again visits Princeton – The American House in ruins 

That old landmark, the American House, has gone up in flame and smoke. Between three and four 

o’clock, Tuesday morning, Miss Maude Marckstadt, whose home is with her brother-in-law, E.D. Morse, 

on the corner west of the American House, discovered through the window of her apartment that the 

Hotel was on fire. Dressing as soon as possible she hastened up the street east giving the alarm. About 



the same time, a young lady form Berlin, a guest of Miss Belle Holiday, the latter a daughter of Mrs. 

Priest, was awakened by stifling smoke in her room, her apartment being located over the office of the 

Hotel, and immediately gave the alarm, awaking Miss Belle. It was but a few minutes till the cry of fire 

was heard ringing on the streets from many throats. It was thought at first the fire could be conquered if 

the engine was on the ground soon. The guests and inmates of the Hotel were all awakened. But a short 

time only elapsed until the second and third stories were so filled with stifling smoke that any attempt 

to save furniture was out of the question. Mrs. Priest was lying prostrate from being the victim of the 

accident the Republic recorded last week, and of course her husband and other friends were obliged to 

get her to a place of safety and she was carried to Fred Mittlestadt’s residence. The engine once upon 

the ground worked to perfection, and done excellent service, showing that with a little better 

organization, our fire department will prove an efficient help in battling the fire fiend. Considerable 

furniture was carried out of the lower story, and perhaps more could have been saved had Mr. Priest 

been able to leave his wife and attend to the matter. But by the time he had got Mrs. Priest to a play of 

safety it was too late to secure much from the house. 

The erection of the American House was commenced about 35 years ago. It was first a small building 

compared to what it was when the flames laid it in ruins. It has been changed over and enlarged several 

times since first built until it had become a large and roomy building. 

The loss of the building and furnishings will reach about $6,000. Insurance $3000. But a few months 

have elapsed since Mr. Priest was burned out of a hotel in Berlin. He then purchased the American 

House, and is again the victim of a disastrous fire. It is yet uncertain as to what  will be done with the old 

corner. Mr. Priest has not had time to form any conclusion in reference to the matter. 

Last Tuesday morning was the first time our fire engine was ever pressed into service to combat the 

fiery element. To say the department did well would be rendering faint praise. The building on the lot 

east, owned by J.C. Thompson, and in which is located The Republic office, and post office, and also as 

welling by J.P. Schneider, was in great danger, and no doubt the well-directed streams from the engine 

playing upon the burning building so far reduced the heat as to save our location. --- The snow on the 

adjoining buildings also kept the fire at bay. The utter absence of wind at the time was also a favorable 

condition of the elements. Had the wind blown with any violence from a westerly or southwesterly 

direction, the flames would undoubtedly have swept Thompson’s, Piper’s, Whittemore’s and Myers’ 

buildings. 

The flames probably originated from the office chimney.---Two or three times in years agone fire has 

originated in that chimney, but was always discovered in time to prevent material damage. 

Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Simpson, of Milwaukee, arrived on Monday evening’s train for a few days visit with old 

acquaintances and put up at the American House for the night. … Mr. and Mrs. Simpson were residents 

of Princeton when the American House was built, some thirty-five years ago, and they were both guests 

at the hotel and witnessed it burning Tuesday morning. 

 

Feb. 12, 1885 

Mr. Priest will probably rebuilt the American House, a fact we will be glad to chronicle. 



 

There are 1,716 farmers in Green Lake County, 165,665 acres of improved land, and the value of 

farmland and fencing is estimated at $5,311,851. The farmers of our county use farming implements 

and machinery valued at $209,955. 

 

Feb. 19, 1885 

Luek & Manthey return from the east where they purchased stock of goods and will open in a few days. 

 

At a meeting of the fire department Monday evening the Engine Co. and Hook and Ladder Co. were 

consolidated and hereafter will operate under one organization. Frank Burkhardt was elected chief. – A 

week later, Fred Cooke has been selected as chief of the Princeton Fire Department, Frank Burkhardt, in 

view of his moving to Milwaukee, having severed his connection therewith. – Burkhardt had worked for 

Yahr’s hardware store. 

 

Feb. 26, 1885 

Lueck & Manthey have opened a complete stock of staple goods in Hennig’s block. 

 

It is rumored that Jule Hennig will make a start in the livery business this spring. 

 

March 5, 1885 

It is true that G. & D.M. Green have bought of e.P. Allis & Co., of the Reliance Works, Milwaukee, a full 

and complete roller system mill for their mill at this place. The machinery will reach here about the 15th 

of this month. They have commenced taking down their old machinery for the purpose of giving room 

for the new. It is probable the new machinery will be put in motion about the first of May. 

 

Landlord Schendel has recently been bringing the carpenters into requisition, and made changes in his 

establishment that almost gives it the appearance of a new house. Fred proposes to have matters handy 

in his hotel. 

 

John Buschke has sold his feed store to M. Manthey. 

 

Another important transfer of real estate in this village is announced. Gus Krueger has sold to Mueller 

Brothers a lot of 27 feet front just east of Schendel’s hotel. Mueller Brothers commence the erection of 



a two-story building this spring, to be occupied by themselves in their drug business when completed. 

The dimensions of the structure will be 27x100 feet, and will be veneered with brick. 

 

March 12, 1885 

Fred Cooke has purchased the building just east of Schendel’s hotel and will move it to one of the vacant 

lots just west of Turner Hall. It will be fitted up and occupied as a grocery store by Mrs. Jones (March 19 

paper).  

 

WJ Frank will soon move his stock of groceries to Megow’s building for the present. The building to be 

erected by the Mueller Bros. requires that Frank vacate the premises he now occupies. 

 

 

Wm. Born & Co. selling farm implements. 

 

HK Priest has commenced in earnest to clear away the rubbish and debris of the burned American 

House to make foundation for a new structure. 

 

Leonard Long came dome from Richford Monday to superintend the putting in of rollers at the mill. 

Leonard is a first-class millwright. 

 

Commencing on Sunday next, the Rev. E.J. Slowikowski will hold service at St. Patrick Church in this 

village on the first and third Sundays of each month at the hour of 9 o’clock a.m. Services will be held in 

English and German every alternate Sunday. 

 

March 19, 1885 

Dr. Mueller will return from Chicago the 25th but has been offered a position there.  

 

March 26, 1885 

I will locate as a resident dentist in the village of Princeton about the 25th of March and cordially solicit 

patronage. H.S. Straight, Montello --- opened office in Kruger’s block, first door east of the bank. 

  

Jule Hennig has moved his barber shop to the front room over Mueller Brothers’ drug store. 



 

H.K. Priest is part owner of the steamer Weston. 

 

Dr. G. A. Mueller returned home from Chicago last Saturday evening just in time to witness his home 

turned into a house of mourning by the death of his little son, Robert Herman, the following morning. 3 

years old. Funeral at Turner Hall on Tuesday. Turners accompanied the funeral cortege from the family 

residence to the hall and to the grave. Nice obituary. 

 

Perry Niskern is district attorney 

 

April 3, 1885 

Dr. Mueller has concluded to stay in Princeton. 

 

There is a lull in the heretofore tempestuous post office question in Princeton. ??? 

 

The work of getting out poles for a telephone line from Spring Lake to Neshkoro was commenced last 

week. 

 

Necedah Republican: At the last meeting of the board of directors of the Chicago & Northwestern 

railway company, the immediate completion of the Princeton & Western line was ordered. From 

Necedah Junction the road is to be extended west and will tap the main line at or near Sparta. 

 

T.D. Stone of Ripon visited Princeton Tuesday soliciting subscriptions for a telephone line from Dartford 

to this point. Quite a number of people are anxious to have the line erected while others appear to be 

very indifferent in the matter. We are not aware as to what amount Mr. Stone secured in his enterprise. 

We hope the showing was liberal enough to secure the construction of a line. 

 

Nice blurb about end of school term. Contests, prizes. 

 

School board changes readers. 

 

April 9, 1885 



JD Jarvis, a former resident of this place, died at his home in Chicago on the 30th of last month. 

 

Wm. Krueger one of Princetons saloon keepers, died last Thursday night. He had been a resident of 

Princeton for a year. 

 

F.W. Cooke has commenced shaping the foundation for a building on the lot he recently purchased of J. 

Whittemore, just east of H.H. Harmon’s. The building to be moved there is the one recently purchased 

by Cooke of Teske Bros and lately used by them as a harness shop. 

 

G. Teske has purchased a very fine Clydesdale stallion from Mr. Richards, over near Cambria. The animal 

is a fine one, as good, if not the best, that was ever brought to this section for use. One or two crosses 

from such stock will make a vast improvement in our horses. 

 

Several thousand pounds of machinery for G&DM Green’s mill arrived last week and is now being put 

into shape by a small army of workmen. The proprietors have secured from Milwaukee one of the best 

millwrights in the country. A man well versed in the milling business says that the roller system G &DM 

Green are placing in their mill will make it one of the very best mills in the part of the state. 

 

The village election resulted Monday in the Democrats making a clean sweep of everything except street 

commissioner. The following are the successful candidates: president, Gottlieb Luedtke; trustees, M. 

Manthey and John Otto; clerk, J. Wm. Worm; treasurer, L. Becker; justice, H.E. Megow; constable, E.A. 

Warner; street commissioner, Gottlieb Siepert; supervisor, E. Mueller. 

 

April 16, 1885 

High water – Eggleston’s warehouse and Chittenden & Morse’s elevators are surrounded by water. 

 

J. Whittemore will soon erect a building just west of Turner Hall. It will be two stories in height and some 

40 feet back, and we are promised a pretty nice looking structure. It will be occupied by Will 

Whittemore. 

 

April 23, 1885 

The German Evangelical congregation worship in the Congregational church. 

 



Republic shown through mill. “The improved machinery that is being put in is placed thre in the most 

substantial manner possible, and when the wheels begin to turn that machinery will turn out as fine 

flour as can be manufactured in the state.” 

 

Misses Warnke & Jahnke having opened a dress-making and millinery establishment first door west of 

Lueck & Manthey’s store, are prepared to do all work in their line, 

 

Fire department elects officers: FW Cooke, foreman; Gus. Krueger, assistant foreman; Mike Berger and 

Herman Mielke, hose captains; Perry Niskern, secretary; Gus Teske, treasurer. 

They will have engine out tonight and practice the details of a fireman’s duty. 

 

April 30, 1885 

A fine new public schoolhouse would add ten percent in value to the village property 

 

Dentist Straight has rented the building now occupied by Will Whittemore, and will soon occupy the 

room as a dentist’ office lately used by Dr. Perry. – WRONG. Corrected the following week. … Straight 

will move into the rooms recently vacated in the Republic building. 

 

John Buschke is going to try his hand in the saloon business. He goes into the building now occupied by 

Fred Mittlestaedt as soon as Fred steps out. 

 

J.P. Schneider has purchased of Fred Mittlestaedt the block occupied by the Mueller Brothers. 

 

A.P. Tyler had charge of Frank Yahr’s lumber yard while the latter was absent attending the burial of his 

mother in Hustisford, Dodge County. 

 

H.E. Megow has rented the room formerly occupied by Chris Hunold and will run his barber shop there. 

 

Mueller Brothers have concluded to build their new building solidly of brick. That is a level-headed idea. 

The brick are to be purchased of Portage parties, and we learn the Weston will return in a few days 

loaded with the said brick. 

 



DM Green has secured the services of Ed. Richards, of Berlin, to take charge of the Princeton mill. Ed. 

Richards is one of the best millers in the state. 

 

Improvements have been commenced on the public square and soon that beautiful marble edifice will 

be so attractive with its surroundings that the bummers will all want to land there after a very gentle 

hint from the policeman. 

 

May 7, 1885 

The new hotel will be built of brick with hollow walls. An excellent plan. 

 

What Princeton needs 

A creamery 

A pulp mill 

A cheese factory 

A straw paper mill 

A few new churches 

A few more brick blocks 

A new temple of learning 

A thorough street cleaning 

A thousand more shade trees 

 

That cocaine used by Dentist Straight gives great satisfaction when applied. 

 

Street commissioner Siepert is filling up Water Street in front of Turner Hall with the dirt excavated from 

the cellar of the new hotel. 

 

Louis Kunz applies for license to keep a saloon on west side. 

 

Charlie Messing is stocking up with some find goods in the line of cloths for men’s suits. 

 



It has been discovered that the late Legislature passed a law granting to incorporated villages the power 

to care and provide for their own poor. This amendment will consequently entitle such villages to retain 

the license money collected by them. 

 

The steamer Weston reached Princeton yesterday loaded with 75,000 brick for Mueller Brothers’ new 

block. – The steamer returns forthwith with another load of brick. 

 

A petition has been circulated in the village praying that the cattle fair yards may be established on the 

east side of the river, Teske Brothers and Herman Warnke having offered to place their lots in the rear of 

their respective business places at the disposal of the cattle fair association for that purpose. 

 

T.D. Stone of Ripon was in the village Friday looking up telephone interests. The telephone line is to be 

extended to Montello, and possibly by way of Germania. The line will be put through from Dartford to 

this village as soon as workmen can be spared from some other lines that the company are building and 

repairing. A car-load of telephone poles have already arrived. 

 

Village Justice of the Peace H.E. Megow was called before Justice Lyman Clark yesterday at the instance 

of District Attorney Niskern to answer to official irregularity in his attempt to collect a debt. Megow 

announces himself, in conjunction with other duties, as a collecting agent. He undertook to collect an 

account against Wm. Wise by entering suit against him to enforce collection and issues papers 

returnable to himself as Justice of the Peace – a matter entirely illegal, his agency in collecting the debt 

taking the litigation part out of his hands. A heavy penalty is attached to that kind of proceedings. … 

Must appear on the 16th. 

 

May 21, 1885 

The telephone poles will probably be set tomorrow between Princeton and Dartford. Work was 

commenced from the Dartford end of the line Thursday, and yesterday work was commenced from this 

end. 

 

The trial of Justice Megow for malfeasance in office came off Tuesday before Esquire Clark and resulted 

in Megow being fined $5 and costs, the lowest fine the law would allow in such cases. 

 

Jake Messing performed the feat of hauling a 75-pound sturgeon into a boat, near the brewery, last 

Saturday. Jack caught the fish by the tail and hung on with the grip of grim death until he had it secured. 

The fish had been wounded either by a passing steamer a short time previous, or by spearing. 



 

WF Viel & Co. selling extension window screens “to keep the mosquitoes at a respectable distance 

during sleeping hours.” 

 

May 28, 1885 

The line of telephone was completed between this village and Dartford last Saturday evening. The 

telephone office is at Chittenden & Morse’s office, Demell’s block. We can now “hullo” to the rest of 

mankind and put on telephone airs with the best of them. 

 

Carl Barthol is again employed this summer at New Chester, Adams county, selling agricultural 

machinery. 

 

The foundation for Mueller Brothers’ new building has been commenced. 

 

June 4, 1885 

June 11, 1885 

The case against L.F. Whittemore is thrown out of court. Let the matter now drop. This chalice of 

damnation has been placed to the lips of a disgusted public long enough. For the sake of our children let 

us forget and obliterate the nauseating tale! Let it sleep forever. 

 

Louis Kunz is opening up his park on the West Side. It includes a bowling alley. Grand opening will be 

June 14. 

 

It is about time to spring the report that the extension is going through forthwith.’ 

 

HK Priest’s mother dies in Henrietta, Richland County 

 

Rev. JP Viel purchases property in Appleton 

 

H.E. Megow has moved his barber shop into the rooms recently occupied by Chris Hunold. The place has 

been re-painted, newly papered and otherwise fitted up till it is as neat as a palace. 

 



Officers elected for C&NW RR company in Chicago, as well as tributary road officers for the Princeton & 

Western division. 

 

The work of taking the census will commence about the 20th. The outfit will be placed in the hands of 

the town and village clerks. In the towns the clerks are to receive $3 for every 100 persons enumerated 

and $1.50 for every 100 names of survivors of the late war and of persons liable to military service. 

Where the population of the town does not exceed 5,000, according to the last census, the town clerk’s 

compensation is fixed at $5 per 1,000 names. The county clerk, to whom the city and town clerks all 

make returns, compiles the information given and receives as compensation $10 for the first 1,000 

persons enumerated in the census proper and $3 for every 1,000 besides 1 cent for each person named 

as liable to military service, or as a survivor of the late war, whether soldier, marine or sailor. To this 

compensation, when aggregated, is added 25 percent. The county clerk is to furnish one copy of the 

complete census to the secretary of state and another to the register of deeds. 

 

Judge Myers is going to build on an addition to the building he has occupied so many years as office and 

dwelling. It will be a material addition to his home and add much to the looks and value of his property. 

 

“The lightning has struck” in Princeton, and Mr. C.P. Rawson steps down and out of the post office and 

W.J. Frank steps in. The authorities in Washington have so ordained. The postmaster bows submissively 

to the fiat and marches out with colors flying. 

 

A number of base ball clubs have been disbanding lately. If the disintegration was general it would save 

readers of daily newspapers the purchase of several columns of the dreariest nonsense made upon base 

ball reports that was ever inflicted upon the intelligence of the country. 

 

Constable Jule Hennig gets in scuffle with Polander during property sale. 

 

June 25, 1885 

The lot and photograph gallery two doors west of Schaal’s hardware on Water Street for sale. Terms 

reasonable. Good location for a photographer. Enquire at the premises. Wm. Young, proprietor. 

 

Odd note about “A party of two doctors, two negroes and a white man (no reflection on doctors), 

claiming to represent a medical establishment in Milwaukee, arrived at Princeton Tuesday. In the 

evening the doctors made speeches, and the rest of the party fiddled and sang songs. The mouth of one 

of the negroes was furnished with an extension that would draw itself into a dismal looking shape 

resembling the entrance to a coal mine. But therew was considerable song stowed back in there 



somewhere. The doctors claimed they could draw teeth by electricity without pain. The statement was 

tested the following morning. Fred Nye presented himself as a subject on which to apply their electrical 

skill. The experiment did not prove a success, Fred declaring he don’t want any more electrical 

disturbance about his molars. As a matter of fact, Dentist Straight, of this village, had to pull the teeth. 

 

July 2, 1885 

District Attorney Niskern moves to Berlin. Becomes partner in the law firm of Waring, Eichstaedt & 

Niskern. 

 

J.D. Knapp, formerly of this village, is now proprietor of the Cedar Valley, Iowa, Times. 

 

Two Polander women argue in Yahr’s store. 

 

A law passed by the Legislature last winter obliges school authorities to provide instruction in schools 

supported by public money, in physiology and hygiene, with special references to narcotics and 

stimulants, and their effects upon the human system. – The law requires teachers to pass an exam as a 

condition to receiving certificates. Teachers have until January 1886 to meet the requirements of the 

law. 

 

Postage rate change. 

 

J. Wm. Worm, village enumerator, reports the population of Princeton as follows: On the 20th day of 

June 1885, there were 1,109 inhabitants, of which 544 were males and 565 were females. Of this 

number 694 were born in the U.S., 349 in Germany, 46 in Poland, 12 in England, 7 in Ireland and 1 in 

Switzerland. Subject to military duty, between 18 and 45 years, 154. Soldiers having served in the late 

war, 30. 

 

July 9, 1885 

 

Teske Bros. & Hennig have been importing some more fine horse flesh into this locality. 

 

Dentist Straight is about to erect a brick building just east of HH Harmon’s furniture store for his own 

use. 



 

WJ Frank stepped in as postmaster of Princeton last Monday morning. He has secured the services of 

Miss Agnes Mueller as assistant. 

 

The old fire bell that has been used since the organization of the fire department for a year or two has 

been sold, and is now doing excellent and appropriate duty in the German school house on the west 

side. 

 

The Lutheran church of this village was struck by lightning last Tuesday. Rev. Mr. Viel, who resides near 

the church, says he was standing in his door looking in the direction when the lightning struck. The bolt 

appeared to strike the spire and instantly it appeared as if two forks of flame met in front of the 

entrance. Happily the damage was not serious. The shingles of the steeple were torn off some up near 

the spire, and the shingles were also torn from the roof north of the belfry. 

 

HH Harmon elected school treasurer for the ensuing three years. A nine-month school was voted for the 

coming year, and $1,100 was voted for school purposes and repairs upon school house. --- Two students 

received certificates of advanced scholarship, Mary Sullivan and Agnes Mueller receiving the graduating 

diplomas. (previous year?). Eleven pupils promoted from the intermediate department to the Higher 

Department, and six pupils from Primary to the Intermediate Department. W.D. Tickner, principal 

 

July 16, 1885 

Eugene Yahr, cashier of the Princeton bank, spent Sunday with friends in Ripon 

 

The Mueller Brothers’ new brick block is being pushed rapidly by a number of workmen. 

 

Gabe Wicks has burned his kiln of brick, and has already disposed of the first installment of 100,000. He 

will put up another kiln. 

 

The carpenters commenced work on the new hotel yesterday. 

 

July 23, 1885 

Will Whittemore has taken possession of his new place of business. 

 



A telephone line will soon be constructed to Montello with copper wire. 

 

WJ Frank, since becoming postmaster, has purchased the property where the post office has been kept, 

of J.C. Thompson, and will not only let the post office remain where it is but will improve the property 

and put it in better shape. --- Took out the partition that was between the post office and the room 

occupied by the Republic, and the result is the room in the post office is enlarged to nearly twice its 

former dimensions. 

 

Some 40,000 or 50,000 brick brought up the steamer Weston last week from Berlin for building the new 

hotel have been condemned after most of them were unloaded upon the dock. When taken from the 

kiln at Berlin they appeared fair but exposure to the atmosphere and rain has started the particles of 

lime to slacking, and the bricks are crumbling and bursting by the thousand. The bricks were 

manufactured by CS. Morris, of Berlin. We understand Mr. Morris was in the village Monday and after 

inspecting the brick was satisified that they were unfit to use for the purpose intended, and took them 

back. 

 

Village Board on July 20 – appointed M. Berger janitor of the fire engine house at a salary of $6 per 

month. The hook and ladder company is provided with new ladders. The night watchman is ordered to 

give three strikes on the fire bell at 11 o’clok in the evening and also at 4 o’clock in the morning until 

September 1st, when the hour in the morning will be changed to 5 o’clock. 

 

July 30, 1885 

In spite of the hard times Princeton is taking a long step forward in the march of improvement and the 

end is not yet. 

 

Brick have been secured at Fond du Lac for the new hotel and they are now being delivered. 

 

The Viel Brothers are making it lively over in the region of the lumberyard. As the outcome of a recent 

arrangement, Rev. J.P. Viel is having the barn moved from Main Street to the rear of the building across 

the alley from the hardware store of WF Viel & Co. This is the nucleus for the erection of capacious 

business rooms in there. --- It will be 58 feet in depth and additional storage space will be added. A 

second story will be fitted up in convenient shape for a dwelling. 

 

Death of Grant – Memorial services planned at Sherwood Forest on Aug. 8, 1885, day he is to be buried. 

Gen. M. Brayman, of Ripon, who was on Gen. Grant’s staff at Shiloh, will act as president and officer of 

the day.  



 

August 6, 1885 

Census of school children for District No. 2: 

1883 – 459; 1884 – 517; 1885 – 563. 

 

Republic is moving to quarters over Teske’s store. 

 

About a half dozen mechanics from Portage commenced laying brick on the new hotel block last week.  

 

Dentist Straight has moved his office into Harmon’s block, across street from old quarters. 

 

Swanke putting in sorghum crusher to be driven by steam. 

 

August 13, 1885 

Muellers’ new block is about ready for the roof of tin, which will be put on by G. Schaal. 

 

The masons are laying brick on the second story of the hotel block. 

 

Chittenden & Morse moving the machinery in their elevator to Ripon. Until now, wheat was shipped 

from Green Lake and Ripon to Princeton for cleaning and grading, and then shipped back over the same 

route to market. The wheat will be sent from here to Ripon for cleaning hereafter, saving freight. 

 

Village cracking down on saloons that sell to people who have been banned. 

 

August 20, 1885 

Dr. Hoyer sells residence, corner of Main and Farmer, to JP Schneider 

 

Postmaster Frank is fixing up a room under the skylight in the rear of the post office for the use of 

photograph artists from Waupun. 

 



ET Frank has sold half-interest in his store to his brother-in-law, MH Kilton. Hereafter the firm name will 

be Frank & Kilton. 

 

Three men, who looked robust enough to work for a living, traveled through the village Monday with 

two performing bears, that had mastered enough tricks to give amusement to the children if not a good 

many older persons. 

 

August 27, 1885 

Sept. 3, 1885 

The project for telegraphing from a moving car is to be tested soon. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Priest gave a dinner to three or four score of hungry souls at the new hotel yesterday. 

Many of our citizen partook of an excellent feast. 

 

The old German school house west of Merrill’s livery stable is being metamorphosed over into a barn by 

Teske Bros. and will be used for housing those fine stallions belonging to them. 

 

Anecdote about Luedtke case in Jackson County and black juror. 

 

The new hotel is reaching completion near enough to give a good idea of what the general arrangement 

of the house will be. In looking it over it is hard to see where improvements cold be made that would 

add to the comfort of guests and the general convenience of the house. It is put up in substantial shape 

and bids fair to secure an excellent patronage from the start. 

 

The cattle fair yesterday was an eminent success. Many think there was as large a show of stock as was 

ever before exhibited on fair day, some estimating the number as high as 500 head. Owners, however, 

were not prepared for the recent shrinkage in prices and much stock was driven from the yards unsold 

at night. 

 

Sept. 10, 1885 

Sept. 17, 1885 

Aug. Swanke has now in running order a sorghum mill. 

 



Complete arrangements have been made for a through line of boats from New Orleans to Green Bay by 

way of the Mississippi and Fox and Wisconsin rivers. The Ellen Hardy will take the Portage-Berlin leg 

weekly. 

 

Tom Stone, of the Ripon Free Press, was in the village Monday to arrange matters in connection with the 

immediate construction of the telephone westward. The Montello wire will cross under the river, just 

below the bridge. 

 

Sept. 24, 1885 

Report says Knoblock on west side has gone to parts unknown. 

 

The Teske Brothers have purchased the John Knapp farm with the exception of 10 acres, which Knapp 

reserved and upon which he is now erecting a house. 

 

More Skulduggery – Andrew Drill is robbed at Bartol’s saloon. 14-year-daughter? 

 

Oct. 1, 1885 

The announcement is again made that the railroad will be extended in the spring. -- 

About 12 miles of track has been laid on the railroad from Valley Junction toward Princeton. 

 

It is announced that the railroad company will complete the laying of steel rails between Green Lake 

Station and Princeton this month. 

 

LR Jones & Co., of Markesan formerly of Chicago, plans to open new photograph gallery in a few weeks. 

 

Sidewalk going in from Judge Myer’s premises west to the hotel corner. 

 

 

Teske Brothers & Hennig took first premium on their excellent stallion at the Ripon fair. They also took 

first premium on a yearling colt and second premium on a three-year-old. 

 



We are glad to note the fact that our village president proposes to protect the public square, the 

property of the village, from the onslaught of Tom, Dick and Harry. For years whenever one load or a 

hundred loads of sand were wanted the public square has been used as individual property, and the 

ground dug in holes just where the trespasser saw fit. The kind of business has been carried on until it 

would be only a short interval of time when the whole thing would be turned to a mere waste of sand. 

President Luedke has inaugurated a move in the right direction when he institutes limits to this kind of 

work. We favor closing up the whole thing, leveling the places made rough by digging, putting on straw 

and manure, and setting out an abundance of trees. The cost would amount to but little and it would 

amount to but little, and it would among to but a mere pittance when compared to what our village 

loses by the unfavorable impressions that seizes upon the stranger when approaching our beautiful 

village from the east. 

 

Our last cattle fair was an eminent success in the amount of stock on exhibition and the immense 

attendance. But there was one important element lacking, and that was room. The grounds for the 

reception of stock are too small to answer the purpose for which they were intended. There was 

probably 500 head of stock on hand ready for buyers, but the grounds cannot conveniently 

accommodate over 100 head. The Princeton cattle fair has become an institution. It is continually 

increasing in the magnitude of its sock display and the volume of business transacted. What we need are 

larger cattle yards with numerous pens for holding sock. People who drive their cattle here a distance of 

20 miles ought to have a some conveniences for taking care of their stock while here. Yards should be 

furnished where stock can be displayed to a good advantage. Feed and water should be in easy reach. 

With ample yards and all the conveniences added for the separation and care of stock while in the hands 

of the seller or buyer, the magnitude of our stock fairs would increase to an extent beyond calculation. 

 

Oct. 8, 1885 

The telephone to Montello was completed Tuesday and was free for business Wednesday. 

 

Rimpler & Zelmer dry goods has been dissolved. Zelmer retires. 

 

The new store room just erected by Rev. JP Viel has been rented by WF Viel & Co. and will be used as a 

sales room.  

 

Sorghum mill over on the west side that has been put in operation by August Swanke has been a great 

convenience and has also been doing a good business. The mill has a capacity for manufacturing many 

gallons syrup per day. We learn that Mr. Swanke entertains the idea of putting in improved machinery 

next year for the manufacture of sugar, should the season look favorable for the propagation of cane. 

We should be pleased to see an industry of that kind planted in our village. We hope August will not 

waver in well-being. 



 

The new hotel is about ready to receive the finishing touch of both carpenter and painter. The cellar 

walls and foundation of the building, the stone work, was about completed the first of August. … About 

August 4th the brick work was commenced by A.H. Oakey of Portage and in just a fortnight Oakey and his 

six masons had the brick work completed of a building of 44 feet front on Water street and 110 feet on 

Washington street, two stories high. --- The planning of the inside arrangements of the hotel are 

excellent and the whole thing both in design and workmanship reflects credit upon those having the 

matter in charge. The furniture and upholstery of the new hotel is being furnished by HH Harmon, our 

popular furniture dealer. It is only a matter of days when the hotel will be completed and the wants of 

the traveling public anticipated. 

 

Oct. 15, 1885 

The telephone office has been moved from Chittenden & Morse’s office to the American House office. 

 

Son of P.S. Warns hurt in hit-and-run accident. 

 

The Mueller Brothers have moved into their new building this week. We have on several occasions 

referred to their new block, its substantial foundation of stone and its firm walls of brick. We have also 

referred to the fact that our old townsman, but now a Chicago citizen, P Regan, has had charge of the 

carpenter work, assisted by Charley Craw, of this village. The work is now drawing to a completion, and 

a careful inspection of it shows that the carpenter work will bear the closest scrutiny and compare well 

with the finest work ever done in the county. The floors are of red birch, solid as marble. On the lower 

floor the room is arranged to perfection. As you enter to the left is the express department, effectually 

fenced off from the intruder. On the east side the shelving is to a great extent occupied by drugs. On the 

west side, books, musical instruments and a thousand and one articles too numerous to mention, 

usually kept in their line of trade, adorns the shelves. On both sides iron frames support show cases 

filled with an endless variety of goods. All the shelving and scores of glass doors – sliding and opening on 

hinges – are neatly made. The second floor is arranged for dwelling apartments and will be occupied by 

Dr. GA Mueller, one of the firm. These apartments are well and pleasantly, from the parlors to the 

smallest closet. Every door is a glass-paneled one; and everything is done with a neatness that gives 

these rooms an air of elegant completeness and reflects great credit on those having charge of the work. 

The windows, including those below as well as above (excepting the front of store room) are two-lighted 

windows, raised and lowered with weights, all moving smoothly and easily in their grooves. As a matter 

of fact, the job is complete, and Mr. Regan will not suffer by comparison with any job done here or 

elsewhere. 

 

Oct. 22, 1885 

The American House opening tomorrow night promises to be an enjoyable affair. 



 

Elmer Morse proposes to erect a house on the fine lot he now owns, known as the Moe property. It will 

be an elegant residence, no doubt. 

 

Oct. 29, 1885 

 

The night watchman has been reporting to the village board the number of hours the saloons have kept 

open after 11 o’clock p.m. The saloonists in turn have commenced watching the night watchman to find 

out how often he sleeps upon his post of duty, and claim they have caught him napping. One things is 

certain, there will be plenty of night watchmen if each saloon sends a patrolman out nights to watch the 

village guardian while us poor mortals take our rest. 

 

What this section needs is a creamery and cheese factory. .. We are sure that the milk of at least 300 

cows can be secured for such an institution if located in Princeton. We want to see this matter taken 

hold of and shoved through to a successful result. 

 

Louis Kunz informs us that he has made arrangements that will prove amply sufficient for any amount of 

stock that may be brought to Princeton. He has built yards, etc. and they being near will undoubtedly 

prove sufficient. Aug. Swanke, we are further informed, will also furnish room. Bring on a thousand head 

of stock and accommodations will be furnished next Wednesday. 

 

The American House opening last Friday night was a very successful affair, well patronized and one of 

the most pleasant occasions that has transpired in Princeton for many years. The supper was excellent, 

reflecting great credit upon the worthy landlady, Mrs. Priest. The social and friendly intercourse of those 

present and the dancing all contributed to make the occasion a pleasant one. 

 

Attorney EE Cox has moved his office into the front room of Schneider’s block, second floor. 

 

Nov. 5, 1885 

New street lamps at West Main and Fourth and Main and Farmer 

 

Luek & Manthey will soon occupy the room in Schneider’s block recently vacated by Mueller Brothers. 

 



It’s Henry Priest. Spent many years steamboating on the Wolfe, ox and Wisconsin rivers. 

 

Nov. 12, 1885 

Ote Warren has again leased the Princeton mill for a term of years. 

Turner Hall has been leased for a roller-skating rink. A hard maple floor will be laid in the hall as soon as 

the lumber arrives. It will be matched, mitered and planed and sand-papered, making it the finest 

skating surface known. The opening night cannot now be determined upon, but later full particulars will 

be published. Princeton is a little behind in this amusement, as other towns all about have their rinks, 

where they have proved an endless source of entertainment, exercise and recreation to all lovers of 

sport. We predict that the winter will pass pleasantly to the young people and many older ones of 

Princeton. 

 

Nov. 19, 1885 

Dr. Hoyer reports that he has vaccinated some 140 persons within the last week. 

 

Quite a number of scholars some 70 or more, were vaccinated at the public school house last Saturday, 

they having assembled there for that purpose at the request of the village board of health. – Next week 

Dr. Hoyer will meet the scholars of the German school at the West Side school house and vaccinate 

those who wish it. 

 

The county board has ordered a telephone instrument in the county buildings at Dartford. 

 

Nov. 26, 1885 

The roller rink will be open for skating Saturday afternoon and evening next. LR Jones & Co. have got 

their skating floor laid and business commences in the new rink forthwith. 

 

Misses Emma Cook and May Millard were circulating a paper this week to secure subscriptions sufficient 

to place an organ in the upper department of the school. 

 

The opening of the new roller rink on Tuesday evening next promises to be a brilliant affair. Skaters from 

Ripon, Dartford, Markesan and other adjoining towns will be present. The Markesan Cornet Band will be 

here to assist in the musical part of the entertainment. The floor is in splendid condition and is made of 

the finest hard maple the market affords. The gallery and the commodious stage will be reserved for 



spectators. This will be one of the most notable events in the amusement line in the history of 

Princeton, and everybody will be out to see the skaters glide about on the polished surface. 

 

Loomis & Zostrow is the style of the new firm that goes into the cigar manufacturing business in 

Princeton. 

 

Marrom & Co. have moved their stock of goods into Hennig’s block, the room recently vacated by Luek 

& Manthey. 

 

Dec. 3, 1885 

A very enjoyable time was had at the rink opening Tuesday night. 

 

The proposition to swing that engine house around on the banks of the river, either on Pearl or 

Washington streets, looks very sensible. Many of our citizens wonder why it was not put on the banks of 

the river in the first place. 

 

Dec. 10, 1885 

The announcement that MT Sullivan, the champion Wisconsin skater, would make his appearance at the 

Princeton rink Tuesday evening was the occasion for a big turnout, considering the inclemency of the 

weather. The Princeton band furnished the music for the occasion. Mr. Sullivan’s performance was 

highly appreciated, some of his fancy work proving him well skilled in the use of the roller skates. 

 

Miss Nye’s department is fairly overrun with little folks. New seats have been added by Mr. H.H. Harmon 

of the school board to meet the emergency. 

 

JB Fowler has commenced work at the boot and shoe business in the west wing of Gard Green’s 

building, next to G. Luedtke’s wagon manufactory. 

 

Loomans & Zastrow have got their shop into shape and commenced the manufacture of cigars. These 

gentlemen have lately come among us and we hope will meet with the most flattering success. We want 

to see them build up a good business. 

 

Dec. 17, 1885 



Box social at the American House raises above $14 toward purchasing an organ for the school. 

 

Dec. 24, 1885 

Tax bill 

 

Thomas McConnell elected chief clerk of Dakota Legislature. 

 

Dec. 31, 1885 

 

 

1886 

Jan. 7, 1886 

Wm. Alexander has bought an interest in the livery business with Jule Henning. 

 

Dentist Straight has just received an apparatus to be applied as a local anesthesia in extracting teeth 

without pain. 

 

Frank Teske going to college in Milwaukee. 

 

A Mr. Hughs, of Plymouth, has been here for several days talking matters up, and in company of Louis 

Kunz, has seen many farmers (regarding cheese factory). A meeting was announced to be held at Kunz’s 

place last Tuesday, but the attendance was not large. 

There appears to be some difference of opinion as to which side of the river would be the most 

appropriate to locate a factory, but whether that feeling will develop sufficiently to prove a detriment to 

a successful result of the move we are not prepared to say. 

 

MISSING JAN 14,  

 

Jan. 21, 1886 

Ton after ton of stone is being deposited on the ground for Wm. Luedtke’s new block, which will be 

erected next season. 



 

It is said that the buffalo robes in the country have passed out of the wholesale dealers’ hands, and 

those that retailers now have in stock are the last that will ever be offered for sale, as the supply is 

absolutely cut off by the destruction of all buffalos, except the small herd preserved in the Yellowstone 

Park. 

 

John Knapp vs. Emaline Knapp. Case brought for a divorce on the grounds of excessive cruelty. Proof 

insufficient. Divorce denied. – WRONG. Next week says case was held over. 

 

 

Jan. 28, 1886 

The counties of Green Lake and Marquette are said to now be in the Green Bay Catholic Diocese. 

 

The village board have placed an annual license fee of $100 upon skating rinks. A special order places a 

license of $25 upon the present rink up to the 1st of April. 

 

On account of the crowded condition of the primary department of the public school, Miss Nye has been 

relieved of about a score of her little folks, and a recitation room on Prof. Tickner’s floor has been 

arranged to receive them. The board hired Miss Fannie Hamer to take charge of them. Such a move had 

become a necessity. Miss Nye’s department had increased until over 70 scholars were enrolled. Her 

school was entirely too large for one person to handle and do justice to the scholars, hence the 

necessity of the move that was made. Another question is looming up before the people of this village 

an that is, more room must be provided in the near future. We have got to face this fact, and the sooner 

we realize the exigency of the case, the sooner we can secure the additional educational advantages 

demanded. 

 

Feb. 4, 1886 

Progressive euchre has become an epidemic in Oshkosh. 

 

DeWitt Eggleston studying at Oshkosh Normal. 

Lepola Eichberger found not guilty of grand larceny. = Bartol case? 

 

Feb.11, 1886 



The new cigar manufacturing firm of Loomis & Zastrow appear to do a thriving business. 

 

Feb. 18, 1886 

Tobogganing promises to supercede the roller-skating mania. 

 

Tim Paull has sold his draying and ice business to Drayman Smith and Gustav Seehawer. Tim will team, 

move buildings, etc. 

 

Schendel, of the City Hotel, will prepare supper for the Schuetzen dance on the evening of the 22nd. 

 

Young People’s Literary Association active. 

 

One of the finest and closest skating contests ever tried in this part of the state occurred last Thursday 

night at the rink. The contestants were Eddie Rich and Wm. Whittemore. The distance was 40 miles. It 

was supposed at the start that Whittemore would outwind Rich, as the latter is only 15 years of age, 

while Whittemore is a strong and well-built athlete. At the same time, Rich skated under difficulties, he 

having strange skates an tight shoes and in one shoe there were several nails which priced his foot 

fearfully, but his long wind and grit won the race for him. At the start he gained one half lap on 

Whittemore and held that until the fifth mile was reached when Whittemore fell and he gained another 

lap on him and held that until the 32nd mile when Whittemore saw he could not get away from him and 

gave up. --- The distance was made in 3 hours and 5 minutes. 

 

Feb. 18, 1886 

It will not be many years when any town large enough for a post office will enjoy the privilege of a 

telephone. 

 

Charley Kreuger, once a Princeton boy, whose father built the block occupied by John Pahl, was around 

shaking hands with old acquaintances during the week. 

 

Feb. 25, 1886 

Just above the bridge the current of the river has changed until the abutments of the bridge on the west 

side are liable to be damaged by undermining. To overcome this possible result stone has been hauled 

in and placed so as to protect the foundations of the abutments from further washing. 



 

Feb. 25, 1886 

Solon Dudley has moved his photographic stock into the second story of Viel’s block over the hardware. 

A skylight is being put into apartments he occupies and the place fitted up for a fine photograph gallery. 

 

Frank Yahr, having become sole owner of the Yahr lumber yard, is still the recipient of a magnificent 

business that is continually increasing. Some thirty loads of lumber were loaded on wagons at Frank’s 

yard last Friday. 

 

The proprietor of the American House has had the name of that popular hostelry painted on both the 

Water Street and Washington Street fronts. 

 

Louis Kunz was over to Plymouth Monday to see parties in reference to starting a cheese factory in 

Princeton. He informs us that matters are now left for farmers and others to decide. – An agreement 

drawn up which is to be signed by those who will furnish milk was left at several stores and will be 

circulated. David Hughes is the potential cheesemaker. Farmers would have to promise to provide all 

the milk from whatever number of cows they list on the contract. In return, Hughes promised to make 

good salable cheese for two cents per pound if less than 4000 pounds of milk provided; 1 ¾ cents per 

pound if 4000 pounds or more provided. 

 

March 4, 1886 

March 11, 1886 

That yearling Clydesdale colt, just coming two this spring, belonging to Teske Brothers, tips the scale at 

1300 pounds. He is a magnificent specimen of horse flesh. 

 

The telephone company have commenced sending weather reports to all the stations reached by their 

wires in the state. 

 

A neat Lutheran parsonage will be erected soon and no doubt will provide a neat addition to the 

building improvements of our village. – The Lutheran congregation have concluded to erect a parsonage 

on the old parsonage lot south of the church. A portion of the old building will be remodeled and a new 

part added, 22 feet by 34 feet in size, two stories in height. 

 



Landlord Priest has leased that east room in the American House to W.A. Alexander, who will soon put 

in a bran new stock of dry goods, boots and shoes, etc. 

 

March 18, 1886 

Carl Barthol is back to Princeton for a season at least. 

 

Fred Mittlestaedt will probably not build entirely new at present. He is now thinking of moving the old 

building back, just west of Teske’s block, so it will be even, and fix it over by putting in a new and good 

looking front and adding on enough in the rear to make it convenient for a store or any other purpose 

that may be desired. He will fix it up in good shape. 

 

Gus Krueger will soon move his meat market into the west room of the Demell block as a temporary 

arrangement until his new block is completed on his premises. 

 

Frank Merrill, Ed. Frank and Dentist Straight are among the first to have private telephone erected 

extending from their places of business to their residences. 

 

Mrs. Jones has moved her stock of goods into the Whittemore building, occupying the rooms just 

vacated by Solon Dudley, photographer, who moved to Viel building. 

 

On past cattle fair day, dinner for 150 persons was served at American House. 

 

March 25, 1886 

Gus. Krueger’s block will be a magnificent addition to the village. It will extend back 80 feet, will be two 

stories in height and put up in as substantial a shape as brick and stone can be put together. 

 

Louis Kunz is putting the new building in shape for the cheese factory. We learn the machinery has been 

purchased, and everything is being put in shape to open business this spring. 

 

Jule Hennig and W.A. Alexander have dissolved partnership in the livery business. Jule taking the outfit 

and Alexander stepping out. 

 



Warren Bros. & Wright started the grist mill this morning. 

 

After deliberate consideration, the Republican party has decided to call no party caucus this spring for 

the nomination of town and village officers, but a union caucus in the broadest sense of the word. The 

committee cordially invite all the voters of the town and village, no matter to what political party they 

belong, to attend it and to help in nominating a peoples ticket. … Saturday, April 3. 

 

A strange phenomena of darkness settled down upon this part of Wisconsin last Friday afternoon about 

3 o’clock. The sky was suddenly overcast with black clouds, which assumed a greenish hue. The wind 

which had been blowing from the northeast suddenly whirled into the northwest, and quite a stiff 

breeze sprung up from that direction. Considerable anxiety was felt for some ten minutes, when the 

darkness lifted, the wind changing back to a northeasterly direction, and the atmosphere assumed its 

wonted hue, thick clouds prevailing before the darkness came. The same strange darkness was reported 

at Berlin, Omro and Oshkosh. The latter city probably experienced denser blackness than we did in this 

locality. Indeed it is rumored that the deepest anxiety prevailed for a few minutes almost amounting to 

a panic, many seeking cellars and other places of safety, from some imagined danger hovering near. 

 

Thursday, April 1 

Tim Paull commenced moving Gus. Krueger’s building this week to make room for that new brick and 

stone block. 

 

John Pahl has purchased the Krueger building and when it ceases moving it will permanently rest on his 

property below G. Luedtke’s wagon shops. 

The cellar is being dug as a preliminary to the erection of an excellent residence on what was formerly 

known as the Dick Green premises, near the Congregational church. Herman Warnke is building the 

house and the property when completed will be occupied by Dr. Hoyer. – A gang of hands are hard at 

work on that new residence Herman Warnke is erecting on Short Street near the Congregational Church. 

Short street 

 

Government still working on awarding damages to lands along Fox and Wisconsin by the overflow 

caused by the government improvements. 

 

April 8. 1886 

Our fast drivers should remember that the law gives preference of the right of way to the pedestrian. A 

man or woman who is crossing the street is not obliged to look out for the man who is driving a team. 



 

Village election: Gottlieb Luedtke president over E. Mueller by 64 votes. F. W. Cooke elected supervisor 

over E. Mueller by 42. Constable is FS Merrill. 

 

April 15, 1886 

Miss Jessie Millard made an effort last week to secure small scholars enough to start a select school. A 

select school for the very smallest is a worthy idea, as our public schools are too crowded. We need 

more school room and must have it. 

 

John Buschke has less than a score of carpenters at work erecting a new building a few doors west of 

Schaal’s hardware.  

 

Gus Krueger has purchased 75,000 brick in Portage to put into his new building. Work will commence 

forthwith. 

 

More attention is being paid to the village park this season than usual. A move in the right direction. 

 

Landlord Priest has been down to Eureka to see that new boat that is being made for river traffic. The 

machinery and upper works of the old steamer Weston has been put into a newer and more substantial 

boat that will carry about 200 tons. It is a stern-wheeler and about as large as the locks will admit. 

 

April 22. 1886 

The cellar to receive the foundation of Gus. Krueger’s new block is about finished, and the stone 

foundations are to be commenced immediately. 

 

A new roof is being put on the old “Theil” residence, corner of Farmer and Harvard streets. This grand 

place which has been in the hands of the Warnke Brothers, is now owned by Mr. L.E. Leighton, of 

Germania. 

 

John Knapp proposes to travel as far as New York City and then return and take up his abode for a while 

in Michigan. 

MISSING APRIL 29, 1886 

May 6, 1886 



The cheese factory is being put in shape and will be ready in a few days. 

 

Railroad strike in freight department in Chicago. RR withdraws refrigerator cards from their regular runs. 

 

Gravestone manufacturers from Ripon put up beautiful monument in cemetery for Anton Rimpler. 

While here sold $900 worth of work – F.T. Yahr, W. Raasch and Fred Maik. 

 

May 13, 1886 

The cheese factory will open next Monday. 

 

The grounds surrounding the palatial residence of F.T. Yahr has been tastily improved this season. 

 

The center wall that is being laid between Krueger and Mittlestaedts was found not to be on the line 

after being partly built and was taken down Saturday, and the wall put on the correct line. 

 

Paul Barthol has formed a class in writing and occupies rooms over the cigar factory of Loomans & 

Zastrow. He teaches a pupil to write a plain business hand, just such as is needed. The terms are $1.30 

for twelve lessons. … Mr. Barthol shows us specimens of his hand writing that are certainly excellent 

samples, and shows he is well qualified to teach the art of writing. 

 

May 20, 1886 

The bridge is being replanked and is now as substantial as ever. 

 

Ed. Frank has purchased the Durfey property, south of the Lutheran church, corner of Wisconsin and 

Clinton streets. Ed. Has inaugurated a series of improvements that will make it complete. 

 

A boy about 16 years of age, a nephew of Fred Nicodum, a Polander, was buried last Monday. 

 

New stamped letter sheet issued by post office. 

 

May 27, 1886 



Mr. Hadrich commenced laying brick on the Krueger and Mittlestaedt block this morning. 

 

AP Tyler has purchased the Ferris property, lot 1 block N. He will move thereon and make a home. 

 

New well and other improvements at city cemetery. 

 

Priest & Garrow’s new steamer is expected up this way in a few days. It is reported as a powerful boat, 

140 feet long and 26 feet wide, and is propelled by a 80-horsepower engine. 

 

Capt Parker proposes to furnish the steamer Ellen Hardy with electric lights soon, which will make her 

surroundings in the night as light as day. 

 

F. Ellenger has purchased Mrs. Mulligan’s place, corner of Harvard and Howard streets, for his son, Chas 

Ellenger, who will move from Portage county next fall. 

 

For some days the citizens of Princeton have been discussing a new project. A proposition has been 

submitted by a party from a different city to establish a manufacturing interest here. It is proposed to 

put in a plant of machinery capable of manufacturing almost anything in the line of machinery, or parts 

thereof, or repairs. A bonus is asked of our citizens of some $3,000. A preliminary meeting was held at 

Turner Hall Tuesday night, and the proposition submitted to those who were present. The whole plant 

would cost fifteen thousand dollars. The meeting of Tuesday night adjourned to meet again this evening 

at Turner Hall. There is no question but what if an interest of this kind could be established here it would 

prove a vast benefit to us all. 

 

June 3, 1886 

Maple seed have been planted around the public square. Those trees will cast a shade for lots of 

grandchildren yet unborn. 

 

We learn that in case the citizens of Princeton do not celebrate the Fourth of July, the Liederkranz 

society will celebrate. 

  

Ag implement parade by Wm. Born & Co. at cattle fair. 

 



Ed Teske’s wife dies. 

 

June 10, 1886 

Priest & Garrow’s new boat steamed up to Princeton yesterday. It is named T.S. Chittenden, after our 

stirring townsman of the firm Chittenden & Morse. 

 

JJ Knapp in Flint, Michigan. 

 

JS Pahl is laying the foundation for an addition to his building east of the bridge. We learn hardware 

stock will be put in the building. 

 

HE. Megow proposes to establish a business as an artist. 

 

At a cheese factory meeting last week, officers were chosen. Salesman, A Bailey; assistant salesman, 

Dave Hughes and Alan Sears; treasurer, B. Whiting; secretary, Louis Kunz. We learn the amount of milk 

being received at the factory is increasing and that prospects continually improve. WHERE IS IT? 

 

$5 fine and costs for using abusive and profane language toward another man. 

 

June 17, 1886 

Dr. Hoyer has taken possession of the neat residence just completed north of the Congregational 

church. Short Street. 

 

F. Ellenger has commenced the erection of a residence on the lot he recently purchased of John Radtke 

on Short Street. 

 

The laying of steel rails from Green Lake to Princeton has commenced. 

 

The young people of our community are making arrangements for a lawn party to be held on the corner 

of Howard and Harvard streets next Saturday evening. Proceeds will be invested in curtains for M.E. 

Church. 

 



The picnic given by St. Patrick’s congregation at Kunz’ Park last Monday was a decided success in point 

of numbers and financially.” Proceeds to be employed in fixing up the church. 

 

June 24, 1886 

Prohibition group active 

 

July 1, 1886 

Kunz’s new bowery will have an opening next Saturday evening in the shape of a dance. 

 

Capt. Garrow has been using a pile-driver in connection with the steamer T.S. Chittenden for several 

days driving piles in the river back of the brewery to prevent the high bank from washing out any 

farther. Piles also have been driven back of Messrs. Harmon, Cook and Whittemore premises. 

 

A potato race will take place at the Schuetzen Park next Monday afternoon. It is an entirely new feature 

in this section of the country. Prize for every three center shots in succession, 

Picnic will be given by the Liederkranz. One of features will be the heavy men’s race. Must be 200 

pounds or more. 

 

July 8, 1886 

Lock tender’s dwelling at White River burns. 

 

Despite 100-degree temperature, in the shade, “the fat men’s race could not be postponed. A fat man 

must stand by his colors, if the orb of day is a little inclined to draw heavily on the fountains of 

perspiration. And they are amusing affairs. Dave Hughs, the cheese factory man, won the first prize and 

F.W. Cooke the second. The others, like Mother Goose’s “Jack and Jill,” came “tumbling after” but drew 

a blank. 

 

Itemized crop report for town of Princeton for 1885 and village assessors roll. 

 

July 15, 1886 

A.T. Graf is about completing a fine new front to his building, which is an improvement to the old 

Jackson block meriting more than passing notice. 



 

Loomans & Zastrow dissolve. Zastrow continues in the old stand. 

 

A dispatch was received Friday from Congressman Guenther announcing that the overflow amendment 

had been carried to the House by a vote of 153-81. Expected to pass Senate and below law soon. (List of 

names and totals in area) 

 

July 22, 1886 

Supt. Cuyler, CE Strong, H Crane, railroad officials, visited Princeton Saturday. A friend accompanied the 

party and was conducted to the end of the track on the river’s bank, and a close observer could detect 

the index finger of the superintendent pointing in the direction the extension would run when 

completed. This is our authority for announcing that the extension will be immediately completed! 

 

The rooms that were darkened on the second floor of the Teske block by the erection of Mittlestaedt’s 

building are now lighted by a sky-light. 

 

July 29, 1886 

ED Morse residing in Ripon 

 

Check other papers’ coverage of school board????? 

Princeton has become famed for her school meetings. Like an old-fashioned revival, “they increase with 

interest.” The series commenced on the 10th, The annual report of Clerk Mueller was read and laid 

before the meeting. The items of the report recommended nine months of school and an appropriation 

of $1,200 was voted; but certain bills of Mueller Bros. hang fire. A motion that certain bills of that firm 

be presented in itemized form was met by a defiant answer, that in effect told the district that they 

could prod around in the waste basket and see what they could find. Such an answer was an insult to 

the district. Subsequently a committee was appointed composed of F.W. Cook, Gus. Teske and M. 

Berger to secure duplicates of bills, where the original ones could not be reached, that had been 

presented to the board during the year. This duty so far as practical has been performed. Several items 

in the bills presented by the Mueller Bros. and allowed by the board, are under investigation, considered 

improper and illegal, and at the last meeting a motion prevailed by an overwhelming majority to 

institute legal proceedings against that firm for the recovery of such amounts as is believed illegally 

collected by them. The debates and motions at several meetings have been red-hot. A motion at the last 

meeting requesting the clerk to resign went through with a perfect tempest of applause. 

 



Aug. 5, 1886 

Pretty near every acre of marsh is available for marsh hay this year. 

 

The Krueger and Mittlestaedt block is fast approaching completion. The inside work is being pushed and 

the fine building will soon be ready for occupancy. 

 

A.H, Noyes, an artist of wide experience and excellent reputation, has arrive and will open the gallery in 

Viel’s building next Monday. He has left Jefferson to establish a permanent home in Princeton. 

 

Meeting will be held at schoolhouse Saturday after school meeting to consider moving the fire engine 

house to the river. 

 

August 12, 1886 

Princeton lock is to receive its share of repairs soon. 

 

The fear of extensive fire exists in the minds of all. 

 

August 19, 1886 

Sim Scovel’s engine and thresher passed through Princeton Thursday, the engine propelling itself. It was 

the main attraction for an hour. 

 

HE Megow has been some some fine work lately in enlarging photographs. He displays much artistic skill 

in that direction with the pencil. One he has completed for a brother in Iowa is excellent. 

 

A fire kindled between Megow’s and Bartol’s buildings Friday caused a little flurry of excitement. It was 

probably the work of children. 

 

The case of the village of Princeton vs. R. Mueller is to be tried before Judge McConnell Friday at 9 a.m. 

This is one that it would be well for all school officers to watch. 

 

Aug. 26, 1866 



HH Harmon has been improving his property by the erection of a bath house and a boat house on the 

river at the rear of his house. 

 

School district No.2 Town of Princeton and St. Marie against Mueller Brothers come to trial before 

Justice McConnell of Dartford on Friday and Saturday. The defendants had refused to return certain 

monies that had been paid them, the bills being allowed through the oversight of the board, or perhaps 

it better be termed carelessness. Upon investigating the matter through a proper committee and 

otherwise the district refused to endorse the transaction. The defiant and unreasonable attitude of 

Mueller Brothers caused the district to order suit to recover and hence the trial at Dartford. After a fair 

hearing the jury gave a verdict in favor of the district, judgment $7.25, both judgement and costs 

amounting to $43.49. 

 

Sept. 2, 1886 

Well being sunk on public school grounds. 

 

 

Sept. 9 

Fred Ellinger will occupy house he is building on Short Street 

 

The new brick structure of Gus Krueger;s is so far completed that he is moving his family into the upper 

story. Gus has a substantial business place and home. It is probably the most convenient market in the 

county. The lower floor is arranged to carry on his business in a complete manner. The front room is well 

adapted as a sales room. Then there is the ice room, the cooling room, and rooms for cutting sausage 

and meats, rooms for storing, etc. all built with a view to handiness in work and adaptability in that line 

of business. The rooms up stairs are as convenient as a family could wish. A bay window in the front 

room appears rather peculiar on the outside hanging over the street but step into that room and look 

out of that window and its value is at once appreciated. As a matter of fact the building is complete, 

convenient and perfect for the use designed, is an ornament to the village and exemplifies the good 

taste of the proprietor. We hope he will prosper in his new quarters. 

 

Sept. 16, 1886 

Fred Mittlestaedt is putting the finishing touches to his new building. From cellar to garret it is a model 

of neatness. Gus Zierke and Fred Stearns are doing the artistic work with the brush. Fred’s building adds 

great value to the appearance of the street and is an improvement that meets with the approval of 

every person interested in the village. It is a substantial improvement, neat in its design, everything 

about it showing taste and a commendable pride in its appearance. 



 

A petition containing nearly a hundred and fifty names praying that Rich Mueller be ejected from the 

office of school district clerk has been placed in the hands of Judge Millard. Nine-tenths of the people of 

the school district are anxious he should commence proceeding at once. 

 

The laying of steel rail to this village was finished last Monday. The work was prosecuted with vigor all 

day Sunday in order to complete the job. The road is fast being put in the most splendid condition. 

 

Ellen Hardy’s Capt. Parker skips town? 

 

Sept. 23, 1886 

Improvements have been inaugurated in the west rooms of Demell’s block. We hope they will not cease 

until a new front goes into the veteran brick block of the village. 

 

Gus Kreuger is now established in his new meat market. He has the neatest and best finished meat 

market in Green Lake County. 

 

George W. Wright has severed his connection with the firm of Warren Brothers & Wright and returns to 

Waupun soon. The Princeton mill will be run by Warren Bos. 

 

Emil Lemke has moved his stock of goods into one of Swanke’s rooms east of M. Manthey & Sons 

grocery. The Emil vacated will be occupied soon by Warnke Brothers & Krueger, who will move their 

stock from the Green building. 

Mrs. Clara Noster in company with a brother-in-law, contemplate opening a bakery soon in F,W, Cooke’s 

building near Turner Hall. The party in question have purchased a portion of Mrs. Jones’ stock and will 

keep a line of confectionary, etc. in connection with the bakery. 

 

Gus. Kreuger has just completed a well in the rear of his building. 

 

Sept. 30, 1886 

Otto Lichtenberg has been renovating and repainting the inside of his establishment until it looks like a 

new drug store. 

 



A steam engine will soon be placed in the Princeton roller mill so as to be ready for use in case of failure 

of water from any cause. A repairing of dam or any obstruction or accident that interferes with an 

incessant flow of water will not interfere with the continual running of the mill when the improvements 

contemplated are in place. 

 

M Manthey & Son bought the cheese manufactured at the Princeton factory this summer and have 

disposed of all of it to buyers outside of Princeton. The cheese manufactured by Louis Kunz after Hughs 

left was considerably improved, although it all averaged of a good quality. 

 

Rev. Victor Zarenczry is the name of the Polish Catholic priest who has lately taken charge of the church 

in Princeton. Rev. Father Slowikowski has located in Chicago, on a work easier to perform, old age laying 

its hand heavily on the Rev. Father. 

 

The Princeton veterans met a few evenings since and initiated a move for establishing a GAR post at 

Princeton. A charter will immediately be secured under the name Wallace Dantz post. The time set for 

completing the organization by installing officers, etc. is the afternoon of October 8. In the evening a 

dance will be given at Turner Hall for the benefit of the newly organized post. 

 

Oct. 7, 1886 

Dave Messing is putting in a new front to his building on the corner. 

 

Warnke Bros. & Krueger have opened up in Schendel’s block. They moved their stock last week. 

 

Sealed bids for building an addition to the St. John’s Catholic Church will be received y the Rev. Victor 

Zarenczny this week. The addition to be 32x60 and 18 feet high with basement and well painted. 

 

Tim Paull is moving another one of Mittlesteadt’s buildings, the said building to be placed west of 

Teske’s barn and made over into a dwelling house. 

 

Oct. 14, 1886 

Slowkikowski writes paper to say he left not because of old age but because the new trustees of the 

church (Michalski and Mastowski) refused to furnish the wood he received the last two years, as they 

had all his predecessors – as they wished to rule over their pastor.” 

 



On Friday, two gentlemen wearing the badges of the Grand Army of the Republic were seen in 

conversation with some of our boys who wore the blue a little over twenty years ago.  … They were here 

for the purpose of organizing at this place a G.A.R. post, the rendezvous being at Turner Hall, where we 

understand 19 veterans stood at right-dress at the call of the assembly and when they came out in the 

late afternoon there were 19 G.A.R. members of The Wallace Dantz Post No. 228, Mr. All. Egybroad 

being chosen commander.  

 

Bids sought for furnishing wood for schools. To be opened Nov. 1. 

 

Oct. 21, 1886 

Mr. N. McIntyre has opened a room for the display of organs and pianos just east of Piper’s grocery.  

 

Oct. 28, 1886 

A new floor has been laid at Otto Lichtenberg’s drug store. 

 

The brick work for the new boiler room at the mill is about completed and the smoke stack is up. 

 

Ed Zierke purchased an interest with Warren Brothers in running the Princeton mill. 

 

A new engine and boiler is being placed in the brewery. R.A. Cooke & Co., of Stevens Point, are putting 

the machinery in place. 

 

Nov. 4, 1886 

A stone coping is being placed on the walls of Thiel’s block. 

 

The new engine in the mill was fired up Saturday for the first time. 

 

Miss Abbie Carrington, the Prima Donna of Wisconsin, will give one of her popular musical recitals at 

Turner Hall next Thursday. 

 

Dr. Holley leaving town. 



 

Nov. 11, 1886 

It is reported John Knapp and his wife are again living together in Michigan. 

 

The women suffrage amendment has probably been carried in this state – allows women to vote in 

school elections. 

 

171 scholars enrolled at our public schools and the rooms are filled to repletion. 

 

MISSING NOV. 18, 1886 

Nov. 25, 1886 

194 scholars now attend the public schools. We have school accommodations for about 204. 

 

The new engine at Messing & Ernst’s brewery was started Tuesday. With some little changing it will 

soon be complete. 

 

Dentist Straight runs a dental engine in his office now. It is a complete piece of machinery and does the 

business thoroughly. 

 

Dec. 2, 1886 

Dec. 9, 1886 

We learn that Wm. Born goes out of business at this point and turns his attention to the general agency 

of the sale of agricultural implements. 

 

The German Evangelical Association have rented the use of the ME church for services the coming year. 

 

FB Schewe of Westfield soon becomes a resident of Princeton. In company with Wm. F. Venzlaff (late of 

the firm Born & Co.), Wm. Schewe goes into the business of selling agricultural implements. The new 

firm will be styled F.B. Schewe & Co. 

 

Dec. 16, 1886 



Herman Megow has sold his barber shop to Otto Maulick and purchased the photo gallery of A.H. 

Noyes. Herman is conquering the mysteries of art, and in connection with his skill in wielding the brush 

will make the business flourish. 

 

The engine over at the mill is now running in complete order. 

 

Teske Brothers and JP Schneider have put an iron door in the opening that leads to the Odd Fellows hall, 

thus closing the only opening in the solid wall between the two buildings, and effectually cutting off the 

chance for fire to reach through from one building to the other, in case such an occurrence should 

happen. 

 

Dec. 23, 1886 

State school mill tax law????? 

 

The hearing of the case of Joint School District No 2 Princeton and St. Marie vs. the school clerk, R 

Mueller, was set for last Friday at the office of the County Judge, J. Edmund Millard, at Dartford. No 

defense in the case appearing, the prayer of over 140 voters of the district was allowed and an order 

issued by the county judge suspending the said R Mueller. On Tuesday the board selected Anton Rimpler 

as clerk to serve during the remainder of the school year. This case which has long attracted attention 

through the perverseness of the clerk, is, we hope, ended. 

 

An iron-clad bill for a game law is being prepared for submission to the legislature at the coming session. 

The measure will prohibit the spring shooting of game of all kinds and will shorten the open season for 

wild fowl and deer. It will also provide for the appointment of game wardens to be paid by the state 

either by fees or by regular salary. It will also prohibit the shipping of game of all kinds out of the state. 

Laws of this kind are deemed a necessity to prevent the extermination of game. It is estimated that 

3,000 deer have been killed in Wisconsin during the past year. At this rate deer will soon be driven from 

the state. Nearly all the animals thus killed were shipped to eastern cities. 

 

Herman Warnke has traded his saloon property and building to Sam Corenke for a farm. 

Sam opens up in the spring in Herman’s place in the saloon business. 

 

1887 

MISSING JAN. 6 



Jan. 13, 1887 

Misses Warnke and Jahnke have moved their dressmaking and millinery establishment to the rooms first 

door east of Wm. Luedtke’s store. 

 

Jan. 20, 1887 

JP Viel has come into possession of stock formerly owned by AW Alexander in the American House 

 

The toboggan slide is growing in popular favor 

 

Jan. 27, 1887 

Julius Werner, who assaulted Knobloch, gets four months of hard labor for assault with dangerous 

weapon with attempt to kill. Tried by jury. 

 

JP Viel has purchased WF Viel’s interest in the lumber yard and is again back in the old quarters 

 

Feb. 3, 1887 

We hope Wm. Luedtke will conclude to build up that corner next summer 

 

A state association has been formed for the purpose of gathering from all sources knowledge useful in 

growing, protecting, picking and marketing cranberries and disseminating the same to its members. R.C, 

Treat, of Meadow Valley, elected president. 

 

R and GA Mueller vs. HE Megow. Tried by jury of 11 by agreement. Verdict for plaintiff. What was this 

about???? 

 

Feb. 10, 1887 

Dr. Mueller has left Princeton and will probably settle in Chicago. 

 

SM Eggleston has purchased the stock of goods of JP Viel lately owned by WA Alexander and will soon 

move them into his store. 

Overflow money awarded. List of names. 



 

Feb. 17, 1887 

Our public schools are crowded beyond endurance. The hour has come from the erection of a new 

public school building. 

 

Feb. 24, 1887 

March 3, 1887 

JC Lemke and son, Emil, have sold their dry goods to Warnke & Krueger 

 

WF Viel and AF Moser have become owners of the lumber yard of Viel & Co. 

 

Swanke wins state supreme court case v Ferdinand Popp  in dispute over lumber deal gone wrong. The 

amount stipulated was not furnished. Swanke had deed farm near Eau Claire held in escrow bv Edward 

Harroun. 

 

The necessity of building a new school house is a question that is forcing itself upon the attention of our 

people. We are without the proper facilities for educating our children. We have room, even after too 

much crowding, to accommodate about 200 pupils. There are enrolled nearly 240. We have four 

teachers, crowded, jammed, into inconvenient quarters, with more pupils in their respective 

departments than they can possibly manage to advantage. The teachers are overtaxed. More room we 

must have. Is it not time we are building a school house with sufficient capacity to secure all the 

advantages of a graded school? Is it not time we are inducing people to move here and take advantage 

of our school facilities instead of conjuring up some scheme to get our children education elsewhere or 

planning to move where such advantages exist? Is it not time we placed our schools in a grade where 

the help from the state school fund would lessen our school taxes? These are simply a few suggestions 

among the many that might be broached as to the feasibility of erecting a large and commodious school 

building, which would prove an ornament to the village, an honor to its tax payers and a worthy tribute 

to the intelligent public spirit of our citizens. 

 

March 10, 1887 

March 17, 1887 

Wm Luedtke is a warm friend of the new school house project. Scores of others are also. 

 



The school house question is beginning to loom up in conspicuous manner. There is a unanimity in the 

idea that new school facilities are a necessity that is truly refreshing to contemplate. 

 

March 24, 1887 

Louis Kunz will move to Chilton soon and go into business. Kunz informs us that a party from Dartford 

has forwarded inquiries of renting the cheese factory this coming season. 

 

 

 

The steamboat Ellen Hardy has again changed hands, and from her owners at Portage, the title passed 

into the hands of Messrs. Swanke and Pahl of this village on Tuesday last. 

 

March 31, 1887 

April 7, 1887 

If we had a new school house, the old stone structure would make an admirable town hall. 

 

Bill raises school age of children from 4 to 6 

 

April 14, 1887 

The machinery of the cheese factory has been sold to parties in Sheboygan county and was shipped 

from here a few days since. 

 

The Polish Catholics propose to erect a church in Princeton near where the one is on the west side. The 

church will cost about $8,000. It will be a fine looking edifice and undoubtedly prove an attraction to the 

village. 

 

The Ellen Hardy steamed up the river Tuesday from Berlin to Princeton and was formally and legally 

passed into the hands of Swanke & Pahl, who are now sole owners. 

 

April 21, 1887 

A young man named Bartol living over beyond Germania was the victim of a diseased leg a short time 

since. Dr. Hoyer was called and found that necrosis of the tibis had set in, and it was necessary for a part 



of the bone to be taken out. Dr. Hoyer performed the operation, taking out several inches of the 

diseased bone and successfully performing an operation that saves the limb. 

 

April 28. 1887 

Herman Megow has suspended a sign over the street that is conspicuous enough to arrest the attention 

of any person wanting photographs. 

 

Investigating iron ore a few miles from Princeton. The services of two experts from the Superior region 

said specimens were promising. Ore being tested. 

 

Ringling Bros’ five Big United Monster Shows, Great Double Circus, Museum, Ancient Egyptian Caravan 

and Royal European Menagerie is billed to appear in Princeton on Thursday, May 12rh. They are the only 

big circus and menagerie that show for half price, 25 cents. We understand that this is an experiment 

the Ringling Bros. are trying. They have reduced their price from 50 cents to 25 cents and we predict for 

them a large crowd as everybody can afford to pay 25 cents to see a first-class big circus and menagerie. 

 

April 28, 1887 - We need a library in our public schools, and to this end in view, Prof. Meeke, has been 

secured to give one of his inimitable entertainments next Saturday evening at Turner Hall. Come 

everyone and let the school library have no incipient beginning. 

 

May 5, 1887 

Wisconsin was visited by a wind storm Monday of unusual force. In this locality the win commenced its 

five-mile gait about ten o’clock in the forenoon and the dust moved in smothering clouds permeating 

every nook and corner. The most damage done in the village was the unroofing of the west half of the 

Demell block, the wind rolling the tin roofing upon the street in front of the building. Mr. CE 

Montgomery, the present proprietor of that part of the block, was up on the roof a short time previous 

and had placed several stones as weights where the roof was somewhat loosened, presuming their 

weight would be sufficient to hold the roof firmly down. When the roof started those stones were 

thrown with terrible velocity, some of them landing on the sidewalk on the opposite side of the street, 

and one breaking a hole clear through the walk, which is built of two-inch plank.  

 

Ellen Hardy will take an excursion party from Montello to Princeton the day of the circus. 

50 cents. 

 

May 13, 1887 



Both the Methodist and Congregational churches are now supplied by resident ministers. 

 

M. Manthey has been appointed village fire warden by the Village Board. 

 

M. Berger & Son open their new meat market this morning. 

 

The question of ice or no ice has become an important one with some of our citizens. Drayman Smith 

owns all the ice and refuse to supply a number of parties, some by charging exorbitant rates if he 

furnishes the article, and refusing others because they saw fit to hire another party to do their draying, 

etc. The latter reason is a species of bulldozing that is not palatable to swallow, and hence an effort is 

being made to secure ice, probably from Oshkosh, by the carload to relieve the present necessities of 

those who are obliged or desire to use the article. 

 

The street sprinkler has commenced business and is again engineered by Jule Hennig. 

 

Village Board passes ordinance ordering businesses to close from 8 a.m. to noon. Five of not less than $5 

and not more than $25. 

 

Village Board passes ordinance that says it is duty of every inhabitant to help extinguish fires. 

 

May 19, 1887 

Ten liquor licenses granted. 

 

It has not been satisfactorily explained why the park should be ornamented the year around with great 

long piles of stone. There would be some excuse if room was wanting t pile it elsewhere, but such is not 

the case. It is not a proper place to pile stone ad simply spoils the look of the park and mars the beauty 

of a piece of property that belongs to the village and was intended to be an ornament illustrating the 

good taste of our citizens, but instead of that is made an uncouth spot by huge piles of stone being 

placed along the fence and uncouth circus bulletin boards completing the abortion upon everything that 

was originally intended when this plat of ground was ceded to the village for the purpose of a park. 

 

The Ringling Brother’s show visited Princeton last Thursday. A large crowd was present in the afternoon. 

The show of animals was meagre, the menagerie proving of but little importance. Some of the circus 

performance was very fair. It is presumed that those who bought their tickets for 25 cents were paid for 



the investment.—The proprietors are gentlemen, the employees civil, and the rowdyism, gambling and 

general cussedness so universally accompanying such performances, were not allowed. 

 

The Upper Fox is neglected and the sand bars are increasing. 

 

Dentist’s first name is Horace Straight. 

 

Bishop Kazer has recommended the St. John’s church to erect a new church upon the ground where the 

old one stands. A basement will be built for a Catholic school room. 

Rev. F. Zielinski from Beaver Dam has charge of the Catholic congregation in Princeton. 

 

A thirty-dollar refrigerator will be put in by Ed. Frank this week and you can depend on sweet, hard 

butter hereafter. 

 

May 26, 1887 

WA Alexander has opened up for the sale of goods of the Plano Manufacturing Company in Gard 

Green’s rooms, lately occupied by Warnke and Kreuger. 

 

Gus Teske has moved the house he lives in off from its foundations and will soon erect a neat, 

commodious dwelling in place of the old one. That corner property will be improved clear out of its 

former semblance soon. 

 

School legislation last winter created township school libraries. One-twentieth of all school money is set 

apart for the purpose of library books. The books are to be in the custody of the town clerk and 

circulated among the school districts, the books to be purchased by the town boards from lists prepared 

by the state superintendent. 

 

Firm of F.B. Schewe & Co. dissolved. Schewe will continue the business. WA Alexander is out. 

 

June 2, 1887 

Knapp in Rogerville, Michigan. 

 



Tim Paull has moved the Polish Catholic Church west a lot or two to give room for the new church. The 

new edifice will be erected immediately. 

 

Amelia Zimmerman pardoned by governor. Back home in Manchester. 

 

A grand entertainment will be given by that musical organization, the Princeton Leiderkranz, at 

Schuetzen Hall on Saturday evening. 

 

Decoration Day was most fittingly observed in Princeton. The Wallace Dantz Post GAR had made the 

preparations for the event and through their efforts the occasion proved to an eminent success, indeed, 

the day being more generally observed and a larger gathering participated than ever before upon a like 

occasion. 

 

Grand floral display at Turner Hall, flower offerings for the soldiers’ graves.  

Princeton band played at Turner Hall. Procession formed at noon under the supervision of Marshal 

Frank Merrill and started toward cemetery. School children decorated the graves with flowers. 13 

names read of “dead soldiers who sleep beneath the mounds that were decorated.” Elijah Durfey, Hiram 

McIntyre, Wm. F. King, Thomas Bentley, A. Dyke, xxx Stemple, Archibald Whitcraft, James Thompson, 

John Schneeberger, Ulyssis Woodworth, Joseph Lobea, Joseph Comstock, Wm. Whitcraft.  

 

Address by J.H Davidson. “The address was one of the best and most appropriate ever delivered in this 

locality. It was soul-stirring and eloquent tribute to the dead heroes who had fought that their country 

might live, and who had not fought in vain.” – “The successful public observance of the day was largely 

due to the efforts of the Wallace Dantz Post of this village.” 

 

June 9,  1887 

Monthly publication of Congregational churches notes history of Princeton church: It has had no services 

in the Congregational church for four years, and for two years previous to that only such as the declining 

strength of the aged Father Richards, resident in another town, could give them. On the death of their 

devoted pastor the church was shut up and has remained till now. The flourishing Sabbath School was 

abandoned, the prayer meeting given up, and Princeton was one of the churches that sat in darkness. 

Within a month that church was waked to light and hope. The doors are reopened, the cobwebs 

brushed away the walls brightened, the congregation regathered, the Sunday School reorganized, the 

prayer meeting started again, a minister on the field and zealously at work. Rarely has the secretary 

passed a more joyful Sabbath than the first Sabbath in May, when, for the first time in four years, the 

church celebrated the Lord’s Supper, receiving six members, and reconsecrated itself with new courage 



to its work. They have a student from Chicago, Mr. Arthur Spooner, and by the time his work is over we 

hope to have a permanent pastor ready for them. This is a a case of Lazarus rising form the tomb. 

 

“Dantz place” was some 10 miles southeast of Princeton 

 

June 16, 1887 

The American House will soon be adorned with window shutters, a convenience appreciated by the 

guest of a hotel. 

 

Material is ready, and the workmen commence the erection of the new Catholic church forthwith. The 

edifice will be erected of stone and brick and will be about 55 feet in width and about 110 feet in length. 

The edifice when completed will cost about $15,000. A magnificent school-room will be finished off in 

the basement, and it is the intention, so we learn, to get the room ready as to start a school this fall. 

 

We are well into the wool season. As a matter of fact, the bulk of the wool is marketed. Chittenden & 

Morse have purchased most of the wool brought to this market, they having received nearly 40,000 

pounds here in Princeton. 

 

ME Church observed Children’s Day for many years before this too. 

 

Princeton Liederkranz concert: One special attraction was presented, which the writer considers of 

unusual importance, to-wit: the performance in calisthenics by the class of children. Why this branch of 

physical science does not receive more attention than it does in this land is beyond our comprehension 

to answer. The exercises are healthful, tend to the muscular development of the pupil, and all who were 

eye-witnesses of what has been presented will concede they are an exceedingly an entertaining part of 

such a performance as was presented last Saturday evening.” 

 

The old elevator building, a name familiar here in Princeton, and now occupied by M. Manthey & Sons, 

who are doing a flourishing grocery and shipping business, has its history. That old building commenced 

making a record in the then-pretentious city of St. Marie, whose commercial marts have long since 

closed and glory faded into a rather modern antiquity. It was erected and first occupied as a story by 

Buck & Cheney and stood near the historical St. Marie bridge – another fact of the past but a myth 

today. Following Buck & Cheney, one Kissam had a store in the building. The subsequent history of the 

building shows that it at one time was adorned with a $1,000 mortgage in favor of a bishop of the 

Episcopal Church of Wisconsin. Another short step in its record shows that it came into the possession 

of Dave Green, and immediately its days as a St. Marie edifice were numbered. About 1865 the 



proprietor concluded to move the building to the prosperous village of Princeton, whose shadow of 

prosperity had cast its withering Upas upon the city of St. Marie, and left the latter without a future – 

only the inspiration of an hour and it was gone forever! In those days, the country far and near were 

notified when a building was to be moved, and, as usual, the farmer and teamster responded in this 

case, and ox teams by the scores were hitched to this building, the word was given, the drivers plied 

their whips, and the edifice, creaking a “good-by” to lonely St. Marie, started for Princeton property. 

Arriving here it was placed upon piles out in the river, finished off for an elevator and was used for years 

in that capacity, taking in grain from the farmers and discharging the same into the river boats. But alas, 

the steam horse entered Princeton and other commercial channels were opened and business at the 

elevator ceased. A few more years elapsed and Gard Green, having acquired title in the building, it was 

again moved from its foundations of piling north to the street, metamorphosed again into store rooms 

and is occupied as above stated. But the old and substantial building is again doomed to disturbance. A 

few days ago Tim Paull commenced applying his jack screws, and up went the old veteran two feet 

higher, and higher walls and cellar follow. That is a short history of one old building. Suppose its walls 

could speak; don’t you suppose they would make racy reading? Now, what next? Will the old edifice be 

left to rest from this on, or is there some startling denoument in store to round off its restless existence 

and form a “finis” to its more than a third of a century career? 

 

Dr. Holly has one more located in Princeton and now occupies rooms first door east of Chris Piper’s 

restaurant. 

 

June 23, 1887 

At some point, mention Lake Puckaway hunting club? Nee-Pen-Auk Club. Read something a few issues 

ago about leased property (bottom right corner of page, letter.) 

 

Fred Ellinger will seek patent on a propelling force for small boats in the shape of a stern wheel that can 

be attached to any small row boat with but little trouble. It runs with crank power and a man or two can 

shove a boat through the water at a good rate of speed. 

 

A bit of stone pavement is being laid in front of the triangle near the depot. 

 

The Prairie Road is being changed on to the quarter line and will soon start from the eastern part of the 

village on Fulton Street south, intersecting the old track near the old “Tom Rose” place. Road Master 

Berger is about completing a bridge over “Second Creek” and the road is about ready for travel. We 

believe that vacates the road crossing diagonally the Hennig property south of the village. 

 

June 30, 1887 



Another new brick block will probably soon be erected in Princeton. August Swanke proposes to put up 

a building on the property once owned by Schmudlock. The structure will be some eighty feet in length, 

two stories, etc. Part of the material for the foundation is already on the ground. The will be the 

commencement of another building era in Princeton. 

 

The rumor was current a few days since that another drug store was to be started here in Princeton.  

 

Oh, for the hour to come when a fine building can be erected on the Dave Messing corner. 

 

The contract for building the Catholic church will be closed soon, if not already. 

 

July 7, 1887 

No base ball was played in Princeton on the 4th. Base ball cranks are not as plenty here as in other 

towns. 

 

Keep the banner waving! We need a new school building and a first-class high school established. – At 

the annual school meeting held Tuesday evening, Mr. A. Rimpler was elected district clerk for the 

ensuing three years. A nine months school was voted and a committee of five appointed to consider 

what steps are proper to be taken in reference to the buildings now occupied for school, additional 

room, etc. etc. The hour has come when some move must be made toward securing increased school 

facilities. – committee FT Yahr, chairman; N.T. Millard, AH Myers, C Piper, ET Frank. 

Fourth of July – Rainy, muddy streets. Grand stand at the corner of Water and Farmer streets.  

 

July 14, 1887 

Report from school committee: “The committee has personally examined the school rooms now used by 

the district and find a seating capacity of 184, with an enrollment at the winter term of ’87 of 238 – 54 

more scholars than could find desk room. 

From the past two year’s per cent of increase, the enrollment for 1889 was estimated at about 350, 

leaving the number of scholars to be provided for in that year more than the present capacity of our 

school by 166. In view of these figures, your committee recommend as the cheapest and best policy, the 

establishing and maintaining of a free public high school under the laws of the state of Wisconsin and of 

voting a tax sufficient to erect a modern high school building that will accommodate at least 350 

scholars, the cost of such a building to be about ten thousand dollars to be paid in equal annual 

payments for ten years. This committee also recommend that until such building is completed and ready 

for occupancy our school board hire or rent such additional room as they may need to relieve the 



pressure upon our present quarters. – The report of the committee was endorsed by the meeting, a full 

house being present. Clerk Rimpler has called a special meeting July 18 to vote on school and 

appropriation. 

 

July 21, 1887 

Women voting at school meetings will never interfere with the success of the schools and don’t you 

forget it. – Eighteen votes were cast by ladies at the school meeting last Monday. Miss Libbie Myers cast 

the first woman’s vote. They all cast their ballot or a high school and for a new school house. The 

progressive school interests of this country will never flag or suffer by the votes of the ladies. 

 

Superintendent AW Millard was at meeting and made remarks in reference to advantages of 

establishing a high school. 

 

We learn the Catholic Church will not be erected this season as recently contemplated. It appears the 

plans and specifications of the architect will not be accepted by any builder yet, upon the basis of the 

proposed cost of the building. It is concluded to wait until next spring and in the meantime get all the 

material on the ground during the winter and have everything ready as far as possible to commence 

work early next spring, which will give time for completion of the edifice without interruption from the 

unfavorable part of the season. 

 

Will Whittemore and Ed Manthey have been erecting a hunting and fishing boat large enough to carry 

nearly a score of persons. It is covered and is propelled by a stern wheel that is geared to a crank. A trial 

trip made up the lock resulted in the craft being voted a success. 

 

As hard as the times are, the prospect is good for nearly $30,000 being expended in building here in 

Princeton the remainder of this and the next season. This is encouraging. 

 

A gang of hands were digging sand bars out of the mill ditch Sunday, and Monday moved up toward the 

Mecan. 

 

Interesting paragraph about what it takes for a farmer to cultivate 40 acres of corn. 

 

At the school meeting last Monday night, it was voted to have a high school and $10,000 was also voted 

to erect a new school house. But very little opposition to a project of establishing a high school and also 

voting the amount to build the school house was manifested. It was voted to raise one thousand dollars 



the current year with which to commence work, and the remaining nine thousand to be paid in five 

hundred-dollar installments annually, with interest. This plan secures a school house without any 

hardship whatever. The taxes will prove no burden. The fact is the people of Princeton are not behind in 

the matter of public improvements and the expression in that direction Monday night is worthy of the 

warmest commendation. Within a year or less, we will have a school in an appropriate building that will 

prove the fulfillment of a most worthy project and an honor to the worthy intentions and public spirit of 

our citizens. 

 

Small barn owned by A.F Stillman destroyed by fire last Thursday. Polish boys watching cattle that 

pasture on the back streets in that vicinity may have set it on fire, as some of them seem to be learning 

to smoke and are asking for tobacco for that purpose. 

 

July 28, 1887 

The committee are wrestling just now with propositions for school house sites. Committee working with 

school board are FT Yahr, FW Cooke, AH Myers, Eph. Mueller, C. Piper and A. Hall. 

 

Paper includes positive reaction from Ripon (a move that should have been made ten years ago) and 

Milwaukee re: school decision. 

 

The Teske Bros. are cementing their cellar under their store until it is probably the best in the village. 

 

Clark Walker and other farmers on the prairie were telephone here for twine Saturday to use on their 

binders. 

 

Aug. 4, 1887 

The drought still continues, and to add to the general trouble, the wells are drying up. In the country it is 

a serious matter indeed with those farmers who depend upon well water for stock. Honey bees not 

making honey. Destroying lawns and yard grass. Water low in river and Green Lake. Look out for fires. 

The dust is terrible. Young maples in the park are sadly wrecked by the drouth. It is a wonder teams do 

not oftener succumb to the prevailing intense heat. One of Frank Merrill’s horse walked “cross-legged” a 

few nights since when a team returned from a jaunt in the hot sun. A few hours doctoring brought the 

animal around all right. Cattle fair slim. 

 

 



Seats in the Congregational church have been cushioned. Backs of seats raised. Carpets and foot rests 

added for pews. 

 

Speech at Old Settlers Association reprinted on front page. 

 

Richard Mueller 

 

Markesan Herald: “While there we enjoyed the hospitality of the American House, a handsome brick 

building, well furnished with all the modern comforts and luxuries. Mr. Priest, the proprietor, is a perfect 

gentleman, attends to the wants of his guests with promptness and charges so reasonably that the most 

chronic growler could not kick.” 

 

Peter F. L. Warns 

 

Ellen Hardy is hauling granite from Marquette to Princeton, where it is being reloaded for shipment on 

the cars. 

14th and 15th amendments 

 

Joe Junker is among those injured slightly working on railroad near Hurley. 

 

August 11, 1887 

Dr. J.G. Wilson, agent of the Kickapoo Indian Medicine Col, has made arrangements to visits Princeton 

and give our people a free Indian show and lecture by the silver-tongued orator of Boston, Dr. Spercy, 

on the matters and customs of the American Indian. Also the famous musical team of Chicago, Shepperd 

& Smith, and Omaha Charley (Indian scout and interpreter) and his troop of wild Indians in their native 

songs and dances for two weeks, commencing Aug. 17 at the old circus ground. 

 

Teske Brothers own a number of colts of their stock of horses that make a fine showing. Those 

gentlemen have introduced a stock of horses in this section that is worth thousands of dollars to farmers 

in this country. 

 



Within the last week fire has been playing sad havoc with the hay and also marshland of the Puckyann 

and Fox rivers, a few miles below Princeton. Swept over 400 acres and consumed nearly six hundred 

tons of hay. Hundreds of men assembled.  

 

The terrible drouth was at last broken last Tuesday by one of the heaviest rainfalls every experienced in 

this country in the same length of time. The heavens began to present a threatening aspect between 4 

and 5 o’clock in the afternoon Shortly after five it began to rain, the wind coming from the northwest, 

but in a few minutes swung around almost due north. Such torrents of rain are not often witnessed. The 

heaviest of the storm lasted for over an hour. A strong wind carried the falling rain in waves of dashing 

spray that came in volumes that covered the ground with water faster than it could disappear.” 

 

Aug. 18, 1887 

It is understood a new stock of groceries will be opened in the Pahl stone building. Mr. John Yaga or 

Yagy will be the proprietor. 

 

Just before the close of the late drouth, the sparks from the smoke stack at the mill caught in several 

places about the building. A platform was built upon the roof and several barrels of water kept standing 

and a man hired to watch whenever the engine was fired. 

 

Aug. 25, 1887 

Kickapoo Medicine Company holding forth each evening here to large crowds. 

 

On Monday, Sept. 5, at 7 p.m. district will vote on school site. Committee has selected the Raasch block. 

 

Tomah Journal says Treat had about 100 acres of marsh burned and vines with about 250 barrels of 

berries. 

 

Lawn socials big this summer. ME Church. 

 

Sept. 1, 1887 

A suite of rooms are being appropriately arranged in Mittlestadt’s block which are to be occupied by Mr. 

JH Davidson as a law office. 

 



The Wallace Dantz Post GAR have secured a perfect beauty of a banner. Done by Miss Fanny Hamer. 

 

Sept. 8. 1887 

JW Kohnke has started a shoe shop in Princeton, east of Graf’s harness shop. 

 

Wallace Dantz Post will hold picnic supper and entertainment at Turner Hall on Sept. 16 in honor of Mrs. 

Ione Bentley, Dantz’s sister. 

 

No vote at school meeting. Delay decision about Raasch property two weeks. Republic scolds: “We think 

it would have been better to have voted on the proposition and voted it down if the people are not 

satisfied. That is the correct and expeditious way of settling the question and ending the disputes in 

reference to location. The committee have no power in the matter of selecting a site further than 

designate what, in their opinion, is a proper place for the erection of a school house, making known 

conditions, terms, etc. It is the people who are to settle the matter and if the recommendation of the 

committee does not suit, let the people so make it known by their vote.” 

 

Sept. 15, 1887 

Otto Maulick barber shop. Two kids discharge rifle, the contents of which was soon lodged into the hall 

door of the Mittlestaedt building on the opposite side of the street. 

 

  

 

Sept. 22, 1887 

Nothing accomplished at school meeting 

 

Ad says new lumber yard. HH Harmon has purchased a complete and well-assorted stock of lumber and 

started a new yard. 

 

Sept. 29, 1887 

Light story about Robert Tucker, former merchant, on barter system. 

 

Oct. 6, 1887 



Oct. 1st opened the season for shooting deer in Wisconsin. The season, as changed by the last 

legislature, opens Oct. 1 and closes Nov. 10. 

 

Yagy & Son have opened their stock of groceries in the Pahl block, and business has commenced in 

earnest. 

 

CD Koeser started furniture business in the rooms recently occupied by Warnke & Krueger. 

 

Mrs. Amelia Schriber purchases business and good will of Misses Warnke & Jahnke’s millinery and 

dressmaking establishment. Same place. One door east of Luedtke’s store. 

 

Detailed description of Gus Teske’s new house, corner of Farmer and Main St. 

 

Oct. 13, 1887 

TS Chittenden is the business manager of the Ripon Arcade Mills. 

 

The ordination of Rev. A. Spooner took place last Friday at the Congregational church. 

 

Last week the merchants of Princeton organized into a branch of The Merchants’ Commercial Agency of 

Chicago, Illinois. The objects for such organization is mutual assistance in the collection of debts due 

them and protection in the future form giving credit to those persons who do not in some honorable 

manner arrange to pay their honest debts. This is a move in the right direction, and other villages will do 

well to follow the example of Princeton. (Necedah Republican) 

 

Next year will be a peculiar one in this respect, that the last three numerals which compose it will be the 

same figures, a circumstance which can occur only once in a century, or more strictly speaking every 111 

years, as it will be 111 years begore another “three of a kind,” 1999, will be reached. 

 

A church parlor is to be added to the Congregational church structure forthwith. It will prove a 

convenient and needed addition. 

 

Melvin Straight has sold his interest in the dentistry art in Kilbourn, and the Montello Express 

understands he will enter partnership with his brother Horace in Princeton. 



 

Dr. Holly moves to Berlin. 

 

The foundations of the new Catholic church are being laid and will be completed this fall preparatory to 

the completion of the building the coming season. It will be a fine structure. 

 

Amandus J. Maulick, who has been lying sick at Jule Hennig’s residence for some weeks, has been 

moved into the Whittemore building, first door east of C. Piper’s restaurant. 

 

The high price of coal is making it an object of many to return to burning wood again in the sitting room 

as of yore. 

 

Rev. Mr. Grove, the new pastor of the ME church, preached his introductory sermon last Sabbath. 

 

The adjourned school meeting met last Friday evening. A ballot was taken to locate a site or the 

proposed school house, which finally resulted in the selection of the public square. We have nothing 

further to say in reference to the meeting except there is opposition cropping out to the erection of the 

school building from unexpected directions.—The hint flaunted in the faces of American-born citizens at 

the school meeting the other night is full of low-graded suggestiveness. “Yankees,” however, do not feel 

any particular alarm over their being in the minority. And further, that class of people are fond of 

reciprocating the courtesy implied by the use of such language. Happily the author of such brilliant (?) 

suggestions does not find a responsive endorsement among scores of his own nationality. 

‘ 

 

 It is understood the steamer Ellen Hardy is to transport to Princeton 250,000 brick from Portage. The 

brick will be used in the erection of the new Catholic church. 

 

The grist mill, under the manipulation of Warren Brothers & Ed. Zierke is doing an immense business. 

 

Gus Teske’s new residence is ready for occupation. 

 

Nov. 3, 1887 

AF Moser has moved into the fine residence on Short Street belonging to Mr. Ellinger. 



 

A horse that had been dead for some weeks was found in Tom. Williams’ domicile north of the depot 

last week. Williams went to live over at Germania a few weeks since and left the remains of the animal 

as they were found. The nuisance was abated as soon as possible. 

 

Montello already has high school, as does Westfield, which just opened a new school house heated by 

furnace. “They didn’t arise and point to any parochial schools as being evidence of the wonderful 

interest taken in educating their youth, and then vote against propositions shaping toward erecting a 

new school house.” 

 

Gard. Green has been improving his houses on block P until they look better 

Nov. 10, 1887 

The house that has so long been known as the Hopkins house on the corner of Farmer and Main streets, 

has been sold by Gus. Teske to Gard. Green and at this writing is being moved by Tim Paull up Farmer 

street to block N, where it will be fixed up and again made ready for a dwelling. It will stand opposite the 

brewery. The house was originally built at St, Marie some 36 years ago and was once occupied by Dr. 

Holly while standing in that “Deserted Village.” It was subsequently moved to Princeton and for years 

stood on the corner of Farmer and Main streets, as above mentioned. It was finally moved last spring 

from its foundation to make room for the substantial residence erected by Gus. Teske, and is now 

moving to a resting place on block N. The old house is still a solid structure and looks as if it was good for 

half a century yet. House of seven gables? 

 

JW Bland has had his house on block O, occupied by GJ Krueger, newly painted. It proves a great 

improvement. 

 

It is rumored we are to have more street lamps – one near the Lutheran church, 

 

Anarchists? Hanging? Chicago Haymarket Affair. At least one person from Princeton took train to see the 

hanging. 

 

Nov. 17, 1887 

Nov. 24, 1887 

Indians accompanying the Kickapoo show are on strike. 

 



Dec. 1, 1887 

Carl Barthol has returned from St. Paul, Minnesota, and started today for Westfield, where he goes into 

employment for Jules Warnke. 

 

Former Princeton woman, Elsie M. Gage, cook, killed in explosion at Kirby House in MKE. 

 

A physician new to this locality, Dr. E.D. Williams, is about to locate in Princeton. He has secured a room 

in the Whittemore building east of Piper’s restaurant. He has practiced in both Cincinnatti and 

Philadelphia. 

 

Milwaukee brewers retaliated Wednesday on the boycotting employees by signing an agreement to 

never again give work to members of the union. 

 

Dec. 8, 1887 

The engineers have recommended to Congress an appropriation of $200,000 for continuing the 

improvements below Montello on the Fox River. 

 

Dec. 15, 1887 

Diphtheria scare. The board of health on Dec. 14 inspected the rooms which were occupied by the 

patients afflicted with diphtheria in Schendel’s hotel. The board declares the rooms and the house in 

general in a perfect clean and healthy condition. The pubic in general as well as the traveling public may 

hereafter occupy each and every room with perfect safety. They have all been thoroughly disinfected 

according to the rules of the State Board of Health. 

 

Dec. 22, 1887 

Dec. 29, 1887 

Carl Barthol came over from Westfield and visited in Princeton over Christmas. Paul Barthol came from 

Minneapolis and visited Princeton friends over Christmas. 

 

CM Montgomery sold out his barber outfit rather suddenly last week and left the village. Jule Hennig 

purchased part of the shop fixtures. The barber shop is now occupied by Otto Maulick. 

 

1888 



Jan. 5, 1888 

At Turner Hall on the 13th – War scenes and war songs. These scenes will be described by a soldier who 

served at the front. The scenes cover immense quantities of canvas and will without a doubt prove 

exceedingly interesting. 

 

Thomas McCormick obit. Interesting but not news. 

 

Jan. 12, 1888 

Terrible headline – Gone at Last. Michael Kreuger, of Manchester, probably the oldest man in Wisconsin, 

died last Saturday.  113 years old. Born 1774 in Posen. 

 

In Milwaukee the attendance at the Lutheran parochial schools has increased 75 percent since 1880. 

 

Frank Yahr inaugurates the business season of 1888 by immediately stocking his yards with 25 carloads 

of lumber. 

 

The sleet Thursday night caused the telephone lines to suffer. George Holliday was equal to the occasion 

in this locality and had them repaired in short time. 

 

For many years the ME Church has needed a bell, but the spirit failed to move them in that direction to a 

successful result until last week. A bell has at last arrived and Saturday was placed in the belfry, and 

Sunday the congregation was called to worship by the ringing of their own bell for the first time. 

 

Jan. 19, 1888 

Michael Krueger is not dead! 

 

Frank Merrill buys out Jule Hennig’s livery stock 

 

A circular placed in our hands by E.D. Morse shows by unanswerable figures just what the tariff does for 

the wool interest of this country. It shows that that interest flourishes under protection and loses 

ground when not shielded from competition by cheap grades that surfeit our market from foreign 

countries. 



 

Jan. 26, 1888 

The express office has been changed from Mueller Brothers to ET Frank’s store, and the latter 

gentleman has been installed as agent in this village. The public became dissatisfied with the office 

where it was and hence the change. 

 

Tim Paul is making preparations to erect an ice-house on his property in block U, back of th ME church. 

George Hall will assist him. 

 

Mr. John Reichert is establishing a cigar factory here in Princeton. He is from Milwaukee. 

 

Barn of Tom Frost burns. 

 

Lumber firm of WF Viel & AF Moser dissolves. Moser continues. 

 

Journal says Krueger might only be 100 years old. 

 

The coldest weather ever experienced in this locality dropped upon us last Friday night. – It didn’t take 

long after comparing notes to settle down to the fact that we had reached a point of frigidity that set at 

defiance all previous records within the memory of the “oldest inhabitant.” Here according to spirit 

thermometers, it was from 46 to 48 below. … From the fact that mercury congeals at 40 the spirit 

thermometer only could indicate the severity of the cold.” 

 

Feb. 2, 1888 

Railway ties are being brought to this end of the railway by the carload. 

 

Frank Mueller is trying his hand at learning telegraphy under Agent Stillman. 

 

Somebody poops on the ME church steps. 

 

Feb. 9, 1888 



Leonard Long moves to California. 

 

A grinder is being placed in the mill to grind corn in the ear. 

 

Herman Warnke has repurchased the property just west of OH Lichtenberg’s, which he sold to Sam 

Corenke some time since. Herman will run the saloon as of yore. 

 

Entertainment will be given by the German and English schools at Schuetzen Hall. 

 

Feb. 16, 1888 

WF Viel has purchased the grocery stock of Mr. Yagy. 

 

The most successful masquerade party ever given in Princeton came off at Turner hall Tuesday evening 

under the auspices of the Turner organization. The street cavalcade in the afternoon was a grotesque 

affair and drove the “small boy” nearly wild with delight. In the evening the crowd that assembled at the 

hall was simply enormous. Scores of masquers, representing every conceivable shade of fancy and 

grotesqueness was on the floor. 

The performances on the stage were appropriately mixed in at intervals with the enchanting music and 

mazy waltz, the whole forming a startling and splendid kaleidoscope of electrifying surprises and 

pleasant changes. 

 

Feb. 23, 1888 

March 1, 1888 

A book of interest to canoeists and all lovers of nature, which will soon be published by AC McClurg & 

Co., will be “Historic Waterways,” by Ruben G. Thwaites, secretary of the State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin. It gives a detailed account of six hundred miles of canoeing down the Rock, Fox and 

Wisconsin rivers. To the student of American history it will also be specially interesting as it describes 

minutely the water highways that have been in use by white men since the times of Jean Nicolet, who 

traversed them in 1634, and Joliet and Marquette, in 1673. 

 

March 8, 1888 

March 15, 1888 

G. Schaal and Mrs. FT Yahr are siblings 



 

The law passed by the last legislature abolishing duck shooting in the spring goes into effect this year. – 

Heretofore spring duck hunting for all ducks excepting mallard, wood duck and teal, was a season 

looked forward to with eagerness by hunters. 

 

According to a Washington dispatch, the committee, after trimming the matter of appropriations down 

to the lowest figures, will allow for improvements of the Fox River below Montello, about $70,000. 

 

March 22, 1888 

Dentist HK Straight is having his apartments in Harmon’s block enlarged. 

 

AF Moser sells lumber yard to JP Viel. 

 

March 29, 1888 

Lueck & Manthey put up new awning. 

 

Dr. Devoe dies. 

 

Ripon Commonwealth reports construction train ordered to the S&W division of the road, with 

headquarters at Princeton. Also the company has commenced condemning land along the proposed 

Valley Junction line. 

  

The Necedah Republican reports a member of the C&NW engineering corps was in Necedah and, armed 

with survey and snowshoes, departed for Princeton. 

 

On Tuesday last Teske Bros. shipped a carload of horses to Clark, Dakota. They sent excellent stock. 

Among the lot was one of their famous stallions. 

 

Bruhaha over Berlin veterans monument and why all communities would pay. 

 

April 5, 1888 



Dr. Holly again moving to Princeton from Berlin. 

. 

Engineer Powers arrived in Princeton Thursday, having traveled the route surveyed for the extension 

between here and Necedah. “Whether his presence betokens an immediate move toward work on the 

projected extension or not is part our ken to solve. There are those who consider his presence a ruse on 

the part of the company to stimulate a little lively competition in the way of subsidy, etc. 

 

Village election Gottlieb Luedtke def. JP Schneider 106-73 for president, E Mueller and WF Luedke 141 

and 100, respectively, defeated FW Cooke 79 and FT Yahr 49; clark, H. Manthey, 188, W.Mesick, 46; 

treasurer, L Becker 120, GJ Krueger 61. Supervisor, E Meuller 128, FW Cooke 53. All were Democrats. 

Only Union winner was Justice E Haroun. Democrats also swept town election. 

370 against Berlin soldiers monument, 7 in favor. 

 

The telephone fails to work between here and Dartford this morning. 

 

April 12, 1888 

Warnke & Zauft have purchased of JP Viel the lumber yard, business and good will, including real estate.  

 

HK Priest reports that a steam yacht is to ply the waters of the raging Fox for the coming season with 

headquarters at Princeton. 

 

The river has been on the rise ever since the snow commenced melting, but not until last week did the 

flood assume such prodigious proportions as to begin to wear a serious aspect. Friday the ice began to 

come down in such huge cakes that the abutments and approaches of the bridge were seriously 

threatened and breaking the ice cakes so far as possible and working them under the bridge down 

stream became the business of quite a number of men during Saturday. By Saturday evening the most 

of the large cakes had disappeared and the danger in that direction had ceased, but still the water kept 

rising. The spurs of railroad track in the neighborhood of the elevator are washed out, some of the ties 

buoying the rails entirely. Square timber and boards are on the final float at Frank Yahr’s lumber yard, 

and much of it has been towed to places t prevent it floating down the surging torrent. Chittenden & 

Morse have lost several cords of wood piled along the track near the elevator. Part of the lumber of 

Warnke & Zauft’s lumber yards Is afloat, but cannot move out of reach. HH Harmon has also been 

obliged to move more or less lumber in his yard out to the water. Tuesday, as a precaution, a sort of 

dike was erected along the turnpike west of the bridge to prevent the breaking away of the road. Boat 

houses and outhouses alaong the river bank are floating some of them moving down the stream until 

some obstacle stops them. The river this morning (Wednesday) it is claimed never was so high. The 



damage will be hard to estimate at present, but to the railroad company alone it will reach into the 

hundreds of dollars. 

 

April 19, 1888 

Green Lake County gave nearly 800 majority against the Berlin monument scheme. 1282-714. Princeton 

370-7 against. 

 

Berlin quarry strike ends. 

 

On Tuesday the Wisconsin six inches higher at Portage City than ever before 

 

April 26, 1888 

The spring of 1888 will pass into history as the “high water spring” – It will be a number of days before 

the cars can reach the elevator.  

 

M Manthey & Son will soon move into Mrs. Buschke’s building opposite where they are now. 

 

August Ponto having purchased the Shefelbeine title to the property corner of Water and Pearl streets. 

August runs the saloon, and Shefelbeine moves into Sam Erb’s residence on the west side. 

 

Frank Yahr estimates his loss at the lumber yard at $50 from the floods 

 

Landlord Priest is down at Eureka arranging to pick up a yacht that will have its headquarters at 

Princeton and be always ready to take the city anglers to the best fishing grounds in the state, up the 

Fox to Lake Puckaway. 

 

Note about Puckaway fishing. 

 

Village cracks down on cattle running at large on streets. 

 

Thursday, May 3, 1888 



Ellen Hardy runs aground. Water receding makes it worse. Tim Paull working with Swanke to get it out. – 

Steamer Chittenden assists pulling it out. 

 

HE Megow has fitted up rooms in his building over Frank’s grocery for his photograph business and is 

moving into them today.  

 

Mr. A. Hall is putting a foundation under the old Hopkins house that was moved last fall by Gard. Green 

to block N, opposite the brewery, 

 

May 10, 1888 

L Becker, village treasurer, has turned his shoe shop into a saloon 

 

Another saloon is to be started in Princeton b a couple of Berlin men, who open up on the east room of 

the American House. 

 

Having just erected an addition to his residence, Mr. JW Bland yesterday had a gang of men putting a 

new roof on the old part of the structure. 

 

There is any amount of criticism of the way our village lamp lighting is conducted. The nights lately are 

the darkest we have experienced for years, yet not a ray of light in the lamps to prevent a fellow running 

against the posts. If a village ordinance stands in the way of lighting lamps this time of year, the same 

authority that passed such an ordinance should direct the same eminent sagacity toward expunging it 

from the city’s code of laws. The lamps are presumed to be put up for the purpose of accommodating 

those who live a distance, more or less, from the business portion of the village. 

 

A party of nearly 30 gentlemen of our village, in response to an invitation extended to them by Captain 

Priest, of the American House, stepped aboard that beautiful little steam yacht that the Captain has 

brought here, and steamed several miles up the raging Fox. The charming little yacht rides like a duck 

upon the water. It is comfortably arranged with accommodations for perhaps 50 persons, and is just 

what has been needed here for years. … more 

 

May 17, 1888 

T. Williams back in Princeton. Shoemaking. 

‘ 



May 24, 1888 

The new Catholic church is looming up in grand proportions and will be not only a magnificent but 

conspicuous, object of interest when completed. 

 

May 31, 1888 

Lichtenberg puts up awning. 

 

Supernatural visitations 

 

Steamer Silas Wright rechristened JH Davidson for Princeton attorney 

 

June 7, 1888 

Fred Schendel is making additional room in the rear of his hotel by adding a large sized edifice of stone 

and brick. 

 

June 14, 1888 

June 21, 1888 

The Oshkosh Times says Father J. Castor, a graduate of St. Francis Seminary, near Milwaukee, and lately 

ordained in the diocese of Green Bay, has been appointed to a new mission at Princeton, He will also 

have charge of missions at Neshkoro and Wautoma. 

 

On Monday last this section was visited by a shower a little before five in the afternoon that was 

charged with an electric display that was not “down in the bills” and hence wholly unexpected. About a 

quarter before five the lightning struck the stone school house on Main Street and in a moment 

following came down with terrific violence on HH Harmon’s furniture block, including the adjoining 

building occupied by Leighton & Mesick in the sale of agricultural machinery. The bolt that struck the 

school came down the weather-vane rod, melted the wire braces keeping it in place, ran down the 

northeast corner of the cupola into the building, and about midway of the ceiling in the upper room 

came through, leaped to the stove pipe, and ran thence to the stove and into the floor just back of the 

stove. The bolt then went through, loosening the ceiling in the lower room, leaping to the stove pipe 

about the same as in the room above, into the floor and passed off to the east side of the room. 

Apparently, a part of the current was carried off down the chimney, the black-board in Miss McCune’s 

department showing its effects in that part of the room. Happily, no one was in the building, the school 

having been dismissed a quarter past four and the janitor not yet having arrived. Of course, some 

damage was done but the extent is not fully known at this writing. The corner of the cupola was badly 



shattered. If it had happened during school hours, the results might have proven fearfully sad. --- 

Harmons – strike near the northwest corner of the block “innumerable sparks poured over the front of 

the building so thick it appeared almost like a flame of fierce fire.” – inside, ran down pipe into the 

sitting room “melting the wires on its way, throwing the pipe to the floor, bursted open the doors of the 

stove and dropped into the carpet, making a hole in the carpet as if a cannon ball had passed, but not 

clear through the floor. … on first floor, blackening and charring furniture and in many instances 

disfiguring the polished furniture by the heat. 

 

Oliver Newton Russell obituary 

 

June 28, 1888 

The new Catholic church begins to overtop every object about the village. 

 

July 5, 1888 

At the school meeting last Monday night, Mr HH Harmon was re-elected treasurer The reports of the 

last year’s doings by the board were favorably passed upon, together with the recommendation of the 

voard that the $1000 raised as a commencement for a building be turned over for use the ensuing year, 

 

Prove no witch. – It has already been made pretty clear that the mysterious phenomena which led the 

Roberts family in Green Lake county, to believe its members were bewitched were the work of 

precocious children; but however that may be, the family no longer need fear the occult influences of 

the Evil One. A few days ago Bob Schilling, the Labor agitator, went to Dartford to investigate the 

witchcraft case and called upon Mr. Albright. He talked to her for some time in German and then told 

her she could prove she was no witch. “No witch,” said he, “can jump over a broomstick. She will ride 

away on it.” He placed a broom on the floor and Mrs. Albright jumped across it. This was told to the 

Roberts family and they were invited to see for themselves. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts accepted the 

invitation, saw the broom handle leaped over and are now satisfied that the mystery is over. This is one 

of the few cases in which religion and Socialism have ever united hands to dispel a superstition – and the 

agnostic will add – by substituting one. – The Milwaukee Sentinel 

 

Aug. 9, 1888 

Judge Myers compiling list of Harrison voters from 1840. Second Harrison running? “Josiah Whittemore 

voted for Wm. Harrison in 1840. He split 75 rails in the forenoon and walked seven miles to cast his 

vote. 

 



The boys have taken particular pains to knock out the glass in Eggleston’s building at the bridge, and 

recently broke into the structure and stole all the paper rags stored there. 

 

“Anti-tariff” parties are at work in Mackford. They have been taking wool from several farmers there 

lately, not paying a cent of tariff. They take it in the night, giving the least possible trouble to the owner 

so far as shipment is concerned. 

 

Aug. 16, 1888 

Gus Teske showed us a sample of winter wheat grown on the old Knapp farm, which is now owned by 

Teske Brothers, which was a very fine and pump berry. Winter wheat in this part of Wisconsin is a 

success this year. 

 

John Warnke has sold out his interest in the dry goods business of Warnke & Krueger to Mr. Eph. 

Mueller, Mr. Mueller, or probably his son, Eric, entering into partnership with Mr. Krueger. It is rumored 

that John Warnke will go to Germania and go into business there. --- New partnership formed G.J. 

Krueger and Erich Mueller – Krueger & Mueller. 

 

Dartford gets the credit of being the home of the witch simply because the case was tried there. 

Princeton is not particularly jealous as to which shall be the possessor of the nondescript, but plain truth 

urges a confession that Dartford is not guilty of ownership. 

 

Milwaukee Journal: The man’s tools would disappear in a wink; mysterious letters were seen on the 

walls; a pail of water was left on the porch but was found next morning on the ridge of the roof, with 

not a drop spilled. 

 

Aug. 23, 1888 

The hum of the Wyse brothers’ threshing machine was heard for several days last week among the 

farmers west of the city. 

 

OH Lichtenberg has recently placed one of the best make of safes in his store he can secure. It is of the 

Mosler, Brown & Co.’s make. It is a neat one, warranted fire proof under all emergencies. 

 

Aug. 30, 1888 

The west abutment to the bridge is now being rebuilt. 



The belfry and steeple of the new Catholic church are nearing completion. It is a conspicuous object and 

is visible in some directions many miles. 

 

A flock of filthy geese are perambulating our streets. Their filth on the sidewalks is an outrage. The 

village authorities will do their duty by suppressing the nuisance as soon as possible. 

 

Sept. 6, 1888 

Miss Amelia Schriber has moved her millinery and dress-making establishment to the rooms just east of 

the bank.  

 

Sept. 13, 1888 

The overflow award to the flouring mill property of the Green brothers, here in Princeton, is reported at 

$1,000. 

 

John Warnke is going into the business of buying produce, etc. on the street. 

 

Sept. 20, 1888 (misnamed Sept. 13 in Here and There) 

Aug. Swanke is manufacturing sorghum over at his mills. 

 

ED Morse closing Ripon home and will reside in Princeton. 

 

It looks as though the time might come when a cordon of police would have to be stretched across the 

bridge to protect ladies when crossing after dark from the insults of drunken galoots. 

 

Ione Bentley’s husband is C.A. Bentley. Kansas City. 

 

Priest sells yacht JH Davidson to New London parties. 

 

Sept. 27, 1888 

That new bell in the Catholic Church is a good one. 



 

Dr. GA Mueller is in Menasha. 

 

Rev. Spooner goes to Shiocton. 

 

Johnnie Koeser is conducting the furniture business here. 

 

The new Polish Catholic church is now rapidly approaching completion. The structure is a fine one, and 

present an appearance imposing in its outline and extremely tasty in architectural proportions. Located 

as it is upon the highest point in the village it is both a conspicuous and attractive object from every 

point and direction reached by sight. It its erection contractor Lye has spared no pains, and every square 

inch is done with mathematical accuracy, architectural proportion and in a substantial and master-

workmanlike manner. The church in extreme length is about 140 feet, and 80 feet in width. The 

foundation is of stone and of the most substantial character. Upon this foundation rests the structure 

built of brick. In front rises the spire, over 150 feet in height. In the basement are two large rooms, 

which will be completed for school purposes. They are splendid rooms, well lighted and completely 

adapted to the purpose intended. The floor above is the auditorium. Over the front entrance the width 

of the structure is the gallery. Although not fully completed enough is accomplished to show that the 

interior of the church will be in keeping with the exterior in all its appointments. As to the ultimate cost 

we are not aware what it will reach, but it will probably touch the neighborhood of $20,000. The 

structure will prove an attraction to our village, and if its surroundings are put in keeping with the 

edifice the attractiveness of the locality will be still more enhanced. 

 

Oct. 4, 1888 

*A review of the Princeton witchcraft case is given on the first page of the Republic. 

 

New Democratic paper by Wray? 

 

Oct. 11, 1888 

J. Lambert in Hennig’s block 

 

Mrs. Clara Noster, having sold out the restaurant business to A Carley, has vacated the premises and 

moved into O.N. Harmon’s house just west of Warnke & Zauft’s hardware. 

 



Oct. 11, 1888 - Albert Graf has harness establishment 

 

Carley & Wightman dissolves. Mark Wightman remains. 

 

Oct. 18, 1888 

A Polander delivered a speech at Turner Hall last Thursday evening, in the interests of the Democracy. 

He spoke in his native language and appeared to please that part of the audience of his own nationality. 

 

Oct. 25, 1888 

The Democratic street parade was quite a display Friday night. They carried quite a number of torches. 

 

The consecration of the new St. John Polish Catholic Church will occur on November 4th. Services will 

commence at 10 o’clock a.m. 

 

The Lowe homestead on block O has fallen into the hands of David Tasler, who will commence 

improving the badly rundown property. 

 

Republicans string banner across street from Harmon’s furniture to the American House for Harrison 

and Morton 

 

Nov. 1 

Examples of tariff benefits 

Nov. 8, 1888 

Democrats escort bishop from train to priest’s residence by torchlight 

 

Princeton votes Democractic, Cleveland over Harrison 271-181; Morgan over Hoard for Governor, 266-

184.  Local Republicans elected include Frank Merrill for sheriff and JH Davidson for district attorney. 

 

Telephone failed at a late hour. 

 



Last Sunday the new Polish Catholic church in this village was dedicated. Bishop Katzer was present, 

performing the ceremonies appropriate to the occasion. A number of priests from other localities were 

present. The bishop, accompanied by a number of church dignitaries, arrived Saturday night by train and 

were escorted to the Princeton priest’s residence by a torch-light procession. A large crowd was present 

Sunday to witness the ceremonies. 

 

Nov. 15, 1888 

The coming party of progression in Princeton will advocate the sinking of an artesian well on the public 

square. 

 

Last Saturday night the Republicans let loose their pent-up feelings here in Princeton and celebrated the 

election of Harrison and Morton in a style that throws in the shade all previous efforts undertaken here. 

Ample preparations had been made to have a good time and before it ended, the most sanguine 

expectations had been fully realized. Turner hall had been secured for the occasion and was 

appropriately decorated with flags and in other ways. 

 

The performance was initiated in the early evening by a torchlight procession, carrying banners and 

transparencies, and in addition about forty men on horses completed the cavalcade. Fire-rockets, roman 

candles, etc. lighted up the line of march with a blaze of glory. The Neshkoro band led the procession, 

adding its excellent music to the cheering and shouts of the multitude. To all this was added the noise of 

scores of horns, of very key of sound, prompting a discordant racket that outdone all early 

pandemoniums. The parade being ended the people began pouring into the hall and in a few moments, 

it was filled. The Neshkoro Band discoursed its excellent music, and a martial band, composed of AF 

Stillman as fifer, and A Carley and Norm dike as drummers, made the hall fairly rattle. The glee club also 

rendered several songs that elicited uproarious applause, the scores of horns always adding their share 

of discord to the general racket. During the evening at intervals short offhand speeches were made by 

Messrs. James H. Davidson, Frank E. Clark, J.P. Viel and A.C. Harmon, the latter a Ripon gentleman. 

Between speeches the music of the band would commence and hundreds seizing banners, brooms or 

anything handy would march in a circle about the hall, hurrahing, blowing horns, keeping time to the 

music, until finally wearied they would come to order and listen to a short speech or a rendering of 

music by the glee club. … Many ladies were present in the hall, and a number of them catching the 

jubilant republican spirit of enthusiasm that reigned supreme that evening marched with the throng 

keeping step to the lively music and waving banners. And thus the evening passed. Every republican 

came to the hall with the intention of having a rattling good time, and they had it. And there was an 

army of them, too. But every good thing has an end and this grand republican blowout was no exception 

to the rule, and between ten and eleven o’clock it ended. However a remnant was left sufficiently 

animate to add to the gun a huge bonfire built in front of the American House. 

 

Nov. 22, 1888 



A very neat little building has been erected back of the Lutheran parsonage, fronting Wisconsin Street, 

for the use of the pastor, Rev. Hoyer, in chatechising his class of children and for holding official 

meetings of the church dignitaries or officers. 

 

HH Harmon has purchased CD Koeser’s stock of furniture. 

 

Nov. 29, 1888 

Catholic fair at Neshkoro arranged by Rev. Kaster netted $450. 

 

Amendment failed - There appears to have been a general neglect to furnish tickets to vote on the 

constitutional amendment at the last election. – precursor to Bennett law???? “The purport of the 

amendment was to enlarge the powers of the Legislature concerning schools and the superintendency 

thereof. If adopted it would enable the Legislature to enact laws to save our school interests, to some 

extent, from the wile of politicians. It would bring it within the power of the Legislature, among other 

things, to prescribe the qualifications of school officers including the county superintendents and thus 

prevent the imposition of incompetents upon the people in these important offices by political 

conventions, for political purposes, and of course impairing the efficiency of our school system. 

 

Dec. 6, 1888 

A new harness shop has opened in the village. 

 

Capt. Mick Garrow of the steamer Chittenden is in the village. 

 

Mr. M. Manthey is about opening up a stock of staple groceries in Warnke & Zauft’s room years ago 

occupied by Green & Carman. 

 

The Catholic school opened Thursday. We learn there are about 100 scholars in attendance. Mr. Julius 

Zaczek is the teacher. 

 

More barn room is what is wanted at the City Hotel hence Landlord Schendel is adding the same to his 

already convenient stables. 

 

Dec. 13, 1888 



Thos. Williams is ready to mend boots or shoes. Call at his residence on North Mechanic Street. 

 

HH Harmon completes addition to store 

 

The steamer Ellen Hardy has been completely dismantled of her cabins, decks, boiler and engine, and 

will be metamorphosed into a barge, and that closes the history of the Ellen Hardy as a steamboat. 

 

Dec. 20, 1888 

David Demell is rapidly declining. 

 

New buildings of some kind are continually being erected in Princeton. 

 

These days the streets of Princeton are thronged. The people flock here from every direction, far and 

near, to the best market within a radius of fifty miles from this point. With pushing buyers, men who 

mean business, we have a market that overlaps the best our neighboring villages and cities can do. 

 

If our village ever makes a further move toward ornamenting the public park, let the move be initiated 

by plans to remove that lockup to a more appropriate locality. 

 

Three or four Polanders assaulted policeman Klawitter cattle fair day. 

 

Dec. 27, 1888 

 

1889 

Jan. 3, 1889 

Sherwood Forest changes hands in trade involving AE Thompson.  

 

Jan. 10, 1889 

Jan. 17, 1889 

Eddie Reitz has purchased the harness shop first door east of Wm. Luedke’s store. 



 

Harmon & Moe, a firm of Minneapolis printers, have dissolved partnership. The members of the firm 

were Princeton boys years ago, 

 

Jan. 24, 1889 

Pork brief. Mr. Wm. Stewart, town chairman, brought nine dressed pigs, a trifle over 9 1.2 months old, 

all of one litter, the combined weight of which was 2670 pounds. 

 

Portage view of cattle fair. Estimates 400 teams on the streets that day. “It was called there a slim fair, 

yet we would not call such a gathering in Portage a slim affair.” No drunks. At 8 p.m. 162 teams standing 

and moving. 

 

Jan. 31, 1889 

Feb. 7, 1889 

Lyman Clark obit 

 

Feb. 14, 1889 

WF Viel will move his stock into Hennig’s block March 1. 

 

Brief about shoplifting being a problem. Woman stole shawl. She was “of a family of notoriety living 

west of here.” 

 

Feb. 21, 1889 

The Railroad Commissioner’s report contains the following hopeful item: That in all probability the 

Chicago & Northwestern will extend its line from Princeton to Necedah, which will materially shorten its 

mileage form Milwaukee to St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

 

Our village is out of debt, with money in the treasury and taxes and rents lower than any other place of 

1,500 inhabitants in the state of Wisconsin. We have a fine fire engine, a splendid organized company to 

handle it, with water to use in abundance. Our streets are finely shaded in summer, and plenty of the 

healthiest water. Our health record stands very high. Living is cheap, we have good schools, and liberal 

congregations attend our churches. The people are social and warm hearted. The affairs of our village 

are well conducted by men who have the best interests of our people at heart. Any party desiring to find 



a pleasant place for a home, where they can live economically and comfortably, are invited to try 

Princeton. They will be welcomed. 

 

Feb. 28, 1889 

March 7, 1889 

Last Thursday while F.T. Yahr was handling a revolver in his store, it was discharged, the ball going 

through a bystander’s hat. It was a close call. 

 

Cale Washburn has laid out a portion of his pension by securing a home, recently purchasing of Gard 

Green, the property just north of George Hamer’s residence. Mr. Washburn has already erected a neat 

little barn on the premises. 

 

March 14, 1889 

The bill to abolish the teaching of German in the public schools has been defeated by the Legislature. 

 

The constitutional amendment in reference to the qualifications of state school superintendents that 

was voted down last fall is to be followed by another, the objectional features of the one defeated being 

eliminated from this later legislative effort. 

 

John Krueger is dead again. Manchester. Claimed to be 113. 

 

The silo question is being agitated by some of our farmers. Frank Scovel and N.P. Nye were out on a tour 

of silo inspection last week to study the plans and learn by the experience of others the proper mode of 

procedure in erecting silos. We believe the farmers, especially the owners of small farms, should give 

this question thorough attention. 

 

Albert Worm 

 

John Warnke, having purchased the stock of clothing at the room formerly occupied by Manthey & Sons, 

is arranging the stock and increasing inducements to patrons. 

 

 



Piper will erect a new building on the “gridiron” lot, just east of Turner Hall, for Dentist Straight to 

occupy as a new dental office. 

 

Mr. A Carley leaves Princeton next Monday for Ripon, where he takes charge of the Central Hotel. – Emil 

Lemke takes charge of the restaurant here. 

 

Railroad: The extension of the C&NW road from Princeton is now said to be a certainty for this summer. 

– Berlin Courant – “Yes, it has been a ‘certainty for this summer’ every spring for the last six years.” 

 

March 21, 1889 

Edward Haroun secures patent for a panel fastener “No. 399.261 being an ingenious device for screen 

doors to convert them into storm doors, so that one door answers for both purposes, easily and quickly 

changed with but a trifling cost. 

 

Judge J. Edmund Millard 

 

Chris Piper commenced the foundations of that new building he intends erecting just east of Turner Hall 

for Dentist Straight, who has purchased the property from Piper. 

 

Railroad: Parlor cars will be put in between Princeton and Chicago next summer. 

 

March 28, 1889 

HE. Megow Monday exhibited at his office a lifesize crayon portrait of F. Schewe. 

 

SM Eggleston is having the old building at the east end of the bridge put in repair, to serve as a dwelling 

for his son, Dewitt. 

 

Bentleys sell KC home for $22K 

 

April 4, 1889 

16 women imprisoned in Waupun. 



 

Village election: Swanke def. FW Cooke by one vote, 93-92 

Trustees: E Mueller and Gustav Teske 

Clerk: JH Manthey 

Treasurer: L Becker 

Constable: F Klawitter 

Supervisor: E Mueller 

Street commissioner: Mike Berger unopposed 

 

Teske (Republican) refused nomination for town chairman’ 

Town results: Gottlieb Luedke (Rep) elected town chair 192-36 over Wm. Steward 

Democrats won all the other contest races.  

For the amendment 243; against 4. 

 

Tim Paull has purchased dray and ice interest of Wm. Shiefelbein, who skipped town. 

 

MO Straight arrived here from Westfield Friday and goes into business with his brother HL Straight. 

 

April 11, 1889 

The steamer TS Chittenden, springing a leak, has settled to the bottom of the river at Eureka. Her engine 

has been taken out and Capt. M. Garrow has placed it in the hull of the Leander Choate as the propelling 

power. The hull of the steamer Chittenden will be raised and used as a barge. 

 

April 18, 1889 

Dodge Street has been opened south of our public square 

 

John Yagy has severed his engagement with Warnke and Zauft and now works for Frank Yahr. 

 

April 25, 1889 



The new steamboat at Eureka, Priest & Garrow proprietors, was launched last Thursday. She is a “thing 

of beauty,” floats with the airy grace of a duck, and is named the C.S. Morris,” in honor of Berlin’s 

second ward alderman. She will ply the waters of the Fox from Portage to Green Bay. 

 

Organize some system for applying the money used for road work in this district. Some rational 

intelligent plan would make the $1,500 for our times as far as it has heretofore. 

 

A bill relating to high schools has passed both houses of the Legislature. It provides that any high school 

district which shall have established a free high school and shall have maintained it not less than three 

months in any school year, shall be entitled to receive from the general fund of the state annually one-

half the amount expended for instruction in the high school of such district. … 

 

May 2, 1889 

Straight brothers have moved into the new dental parlors just east of Turner Hall. 

 

The German Lutheran church thrives under the management of its energetic young pastor, Rev. A. 

Hoyer. Twenty-four young people were recently confirmed in that church here in Princeton. 

 

The Princeton Public School observed Arbor Day by the pupils setting out trees in the school yard, with 

appropriate ceremonies. The teachers and pupils deserve credit for the observance of a day that it is 

hoped will soon be universally recognized. 

John Radtke now runs the saloon recently owned by Herman Kelm. 

 

May 2, 1889 - Albert Graf has opened a saloon on his premises. 

 

May 9, 1889 

Storm: A section of sidewalk at the center of Water and Pearl streets, near Aug. Ponto’s saloon, about 

twelve feet in length, was torn loose and carried across the street to the corner of Wm. F. Lueke’s store. 

– Windows broken due to hail. 

 

May 16, 1889 

Will Whittemore has traded his steam yacht for an acre or two, more or less, of sail boats and skiffs. 

 



CS Morris makes first trip to Princeton with excursion from Omro and Berlin. 

 

Memorial Day history 

 

May 23, 1889 

Otto H. Lichtenberg’s parents arrive from Germany. Separated for 18 years. 

 

Father Ignatz Zawestowski of Highland, Iowa, was fatally injured by being thrown backward out of his 

buggy by the sudden starting of his horse. … He was in charge of the Polish church here some five or six 

years ago. 

 

May 30, 1889 

Mrs. Clara Scovel, daughter of Alban Clark, Esq., two miles east of Princeton, has provide that the 

incubator for hatching chickens is a success if rightly managed. Mrs. Scovel has between 200 and 300 

chicks in her hennery. Some of them are about ready for market and will bring a good price. She will 

send them to the Chicago market. 

 

June 6, 1889 

Dredge going to work near lock soon. 

 

June 13, 1889 

June 20, 1889 

J Wm Worm stabbed but OK 

 

A wrestling match comes off at Turner Hall this evening, between G.E. Fry and Allie Wooster, of 

Westfield. The wrestlers were greeted by a $12 house. Wooster won. 

 

Teske Bros are repairing their barn on the farm formerly known as the Knapp place. 

 

June 27, 1889 

School awards diplomas? Edith M. Long, May H. Millard, Robert C. Schaal and Fritz H. Mueller 



 

Chittenden & Morse have purchased 50,000 pounds of wool here in the Princeton market. They have 

paid in some instances above 34 cents per pound. It is the finest lot of wool ever brought into market in 

this part of the country. 

 

July 4, 1889 

During the storm on Wednesday evening of last week, an electrical display developed in front of the 

Demell block. A small ball, or, it might be termed a big spark, of fire dropped apparently from the 

telephone wire down the side of the pole to the sidewalk, and there exploded with a noise like the firing 

of a pistol. – One of the large altar windows at St John Catholic broken by hail. 

 

The Princeton sporting club have leased grounds on Gustav Zuehls’ farm near Puckaway Lake and have 

moved their clubhouse thereon. 

 

At the school meeting last Monday night, it was recommended that no tax be raised for the coming 

season, as there is a surplus in the school treasury that, added to the sum due from state and county, 

will defray the expenses of the ensuing school year. A nine month’s school was also voted. Jule Hennig 

was elected director for the ensuing three years. As a matter of fact, the report of the school board was 

well received by the large number present. 

‘ 

July 11, 1889 

July 18, 1889 

The steamer KM Hutchinson is now lighted by electricity. She is the first Fox river craft to adopt the light. 

 

July 25, 1889 

Stanish Mackowski appointed music director in the place of the organist, who was dismissed, at St. John 

Catholic 

 

HL Straight buys out brother in dentist business’ 

 

Frank Clark has opened a law office in Harmon’s building, the room formerly occupied by Dentist 

Straight. 

 



Aug. 1, 1889 

Fred Schewe has purchased what was formerly the Schmudlock building of August Swanke, and Tim 

Paull will move it to the south part of the village and place it probably on lot 2, block R (Q later), where it 

will be arrange for a residence which Mr. Schewe will occupy. Mr. Swanke will erect a stone building on 

the lot made vacant by the removal of the Schmudlock building. 

 

August 8, 1889 

JH Davidson purchases half interest in paper after Beebe appointed post master 

 

We are carefully watching our village president, Aug. Swanke. We hear it said he is going to erect a stone 

block in that yawning “vacuity,” caused by the removal of the old Schmudloch pile. Stone has been 

hauled on the ground and it looks as if building soon might be expected. 

 

August 15, 1889 

Frank Clark bio – lawyer who worked his way through college – in Harmon building. 

 

New principal is John Q Currie. Ella Ferris for intermediate dept. and Miss Isabelle Tucker primary 

department. 

 

Picnic for St. Patrick’s planned for Aug 21. Raising money for bell. 

 

Aug. 22, 1889 

John Hennig has purchased the west half of the Demell block. Consideration, $1550. 

 

Frank Mueller passes exam for certificate of pharmacy.  

lIt 

Chas. Demell is having a change made in the east half of the Demell block. The office room occupied by 

Chittenden & Morse to be enlarged so the front doors will open in the office, and the west window cut 

down making an entrance to lead back to the main store room in the rear part of the building. 

 

The buildings on the Messing corner are to be moved a few inches to the east to give room for Swanke’s 

new building, those ancient habitations having been placed a little over the line. 



 

St Patrick’s picnic, event raises about $110. 

 

Aug. 29, 1889 

Complaints come, pretty strong substantiated, that the saloon on the west side should be closed up. If 

the village board would revoke a few licenses, for keeping disorderly places, the lesson might prove 

salutary. 

 

Civil War encampment in Milwaukee 

 

Sept. 5, 1889 

It is high time pearl finding should commence on the Fox. … The pearl craze has been reported full of 

emptiness, and it is understood that samples of what were secured in the Green county district were 

pronounced by Milwaukee experts as not worth ten cents a bushel. Subsequently however an eastern 

buyer steps in and pays one man $2700 for a thirty days find of pearls. 

 

A new butcher shop is being opened in the Berger building. We ought to live on the fat of the land with 

three butcher shops from which to draw our supplies. 

 

Mr. R.E Hall is compiling history of old settlers and representative citizens of Princeton and the 

surrounding country 

 

Mr. Swanke’s block is now being put up as fast as the mason work can be pushed. The block is 70 feet in 

length by 32 feet in width. It will prove another addition to the valuable, substantial improvements in 

Princeton. 

 

It is said that at the close of certain negotiations now pending another brick and stone block costing 

some seven or eight thousand dollars will be erected by Mr. Yahr just west of the building now occupied 

by him. Princeton is surely moving ahead on a permanent basis. Business property holds to a firm price 

in Princeton. 

 

Obit Samuel Morse first blacksmith, farm now owned by Frank Scovel 

 



Sept. 12, 1889 

Well being dug on Howard street for use in case of fire. 

 

On Monday there were five cars of way freight received at the Princeton station. This is the largest 

consignment of way freight ever received at one time and speaks well for the business outlook of our 

town. Our merchants are just loading their shelves with goods 

For the fall trade. 

 

School starts first Monday of November for 20 consecutive weeks. 1889 law says all children 7-14 must 

attend a public or private school.  

 

Sept. 19, 1889  

Sept. 26, 1889 

FB Schewe putting stone foundation under the building he is shaping into a residence on block Q. 

Farmer Street 

 

Promo for the Portrait and Biographical Album of Green Lake and Marquette counties 

 

The joists for the second story have been placed in Swanke’s new building and the story will soon be 

completed ready for the roofing. That part of the village looks $1000 better already.  

 

Oct. 3, 1889 

Princeton’s cattle fair is always a big success. People find that our produce dealers have made this a 

most excellent market for everything they have to sell, and they can always buy their groceries, clothing, 

dry goods, furniture or hardware of our merchants as cheaply as in any town this side of Milwaukee. By 

fair dealing our business men have built up a fine trade in all lines and we invite all to come here for new 

goods at lowest possible prices. 

 r 

FE Marquardt butcher 

 

Oct. 10, 1889 

James H. Davidson weds Niva T. Wilde, daughter of F.A. Wilde, of Ripon 



 

Oct. 17, 1889 

WJ Frank has purchased the property just south of the railroad on Farmer Street. 

 

Neshkoro church has bell. St. Patrick’s will have one soon. Rev. Kaster. Bell will be blessed Oct. 29th. 

 

That brick and stone structure is now roofed and begins to show off finely. It is a credit to Mr. Swanke 

and a valuable addition to our city. Now if someone would build as nice a building east on the corner 

and make it complete, the citizens of Princeton would unanimously vote him a shower of thanks. 

 

 

George Lawrence is spreading paint on the inside of the residence on block N (Clinton Street), soon to be 

occupied by Mr. and Mrs. James H. Davidson 

 

Oct. 24, 1889 

JW Kohnke has moved his shoe shop to the west room of Green’s elevator building. 

 

Priest & Garrow have sold their steamboat the CS Morris 

 

Oct. 31, 1889 

It is said both rooms in Swanke’s new block are already rented. 

 

St. Patricks holds bell blessing ceremony. 

 

Nov. 7, 1889 

The amount of beans marketed yesterday was simply immense. Chittenden & Morse’s warehouses were 

crowded with business. The strings of teams standing in file awaiting their turns to unload was a sight 

well calculated to stimulate business about Princeton. 

 

Nov. 14, 1889 



Nov. 21, 1889 

Nov. 28, 1889 

It is rumored that Mr. Zelmer will put a stock of groceries into the Green building, which will soon be 

vacated by John Warnke. 

 

We learn that JS Pahl’s stone building will soon be filled with a stock of groceries. 

 

Ringling Bros.’ circus is being greatly enlarged and will travel as a railroad show next yar. 

 

Carl Bartol is fixing over his dwelling until it looks as good as new, besides adding more room than ever. 

Dec. 5, 1889 

John Warnke has moved his stock of clothing into Swanke’s new block and added a general line of dry 

goods and groceries to his stock. 

We expect to see Turner Hall improved with a covering of brick next season. IN that case probably its 

walls will no longer be used as a bulletin board and plastered with last year’s circus pictures. 

Dec. 12, 1889 

Ed. Reetz has moved his harness shop into the new brick block (Swanke) and is now located in splendid 

quarters for business. 

Dec. 19, 1889 

The Republic acknowledges a pleasant call from Rev. Aug. Wurrschmidt, the new pastor of the 

congregation recently organized at the stone church???????? Congregation forms. President, GA 

Krueger. Secretary, Wm. Worm; treasurer, JS Pahl.  

Legal notice refers to Parsons Addition not Treat & Parsons addition. 

Dec. 26. 1889 

Shoe store HH Hamilton in Berlin closed by deputy sheriff with liabilities of $6,000 or perhaps more. The 

assets will not go over $4,000, possibly less. Mr. Hamilton commenced business last March. 

Dec. 26, 1889 Total number of pupils enrolled in the Princeton District 2 schools (165), 60 in primary 

department. 50 in intermediate. 46 in upper department. 

 

1890s Notes 

1890 



Jan. 2, 1890 The Board of Trustees of the German Congregational Society have bought the stone church 

for a place of worship and services will be regularly held there. Rev. Grassie, of Milwaukee, is expected 

to be present at the services next Sunday morning. 

The Polish Society will give a dance Jan. 6 at the old Polish church on the west side. Dancing commences 

at noon and will be kept up to the midnight hour. Lots of fun is anticipated. Tickets only 50 cents. … A 

week later: An immense crowd was in attendance, and the Polanders indeed had a merry time.  … Some 

$75 were netted at the Polish dance Monday night. 

Jan. 9, 1890 

It is said Wm. F. Luedtke will soon commence valuable improvements on his premises. He proposes to 

cut off the front of his stone store and even up the front into line with the buildings erected since the 

erection of his building. He will also widen his building several feet to the east line of his lot. This will be 

a fine improvement indeed. 

Turners will have annual masquerade ball on Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

Wm. Bethke is going out of the saloon business, so we learn, and his room will be temporarily occupied 

by Wm. F. Luedke’s stock of goods while the latter gentleman is putting in the improvements suggested 

elsewhere in the Republic. 

Jan. 9, 1890 - Mr. Jacob Graff informs us that he has purchased F.B. Schewe’s business in the line of farm 

machinery etc. and will carry on that line of trade. 

Jan. 16, 1890 

The county superintendents who recently assembled at Oshkosh reported a sentiment strongly in favor 

of the Bennett law. 

Social hop will be given at Schuetzen Hall on Jan. 23 for the benefit of the new Princeton brass and string 

band. 

Jan. 23,1890 

Warren Bros & Zierke have commenced running the mil by steam. 

Jan. 30, 1890 

The dissolution of L.E. Leighton &  W.J. Mesick is announced. Leighton retires. 

A fair vote to change the county seat would bring it to Princeton. It will not be changed in this 

generation, however. 

The brewery ice house of Messing & Ernst is being filled. 

Feb. 6, 1890 

Feb. 13, 1890 

Death of Alvin L. Flint Feb. 4, 1890. Born 1822. Move to Princeton in 1850. Elected to Assembly in 1861. 

Moved to Nashua 1867. 



Frank Yahr must be pushing business down by the depot, as his sales of lumber for last Saturday 

amounted to over $1,100.  … In as much as there are two other lumber yards in Princeton, each doing 

good business, it is evident our town is the right place in which to purchase lumber. 

Schmidt & Wohlleber, wholesale ice dealers of Chicago, are erecting an ice house on the R.R. lands north 

of the elevator, 56x200 feet with 28 feet posts. It will take about 60,000 feet of lumber to erect the 

building, which when completed will contained over 6,000 tons of ice. A small army of men are 

employed filling the big ice house now being erected here. 

Feb. 20 1890 

Manitowoc Pilot: At the meeting of the state Democratic committee held in Milwaukee last week it was 

agreed to maintain silence upon the Bennett law and thus reap the advantage of a neutral position. 

The Chicago parties putting up ice here got about 1,000 tons into their ice house before the thaw 

stopped the business this week. 

Ice cutting commenced Monday again and was pushed with a full quota of help Tuesday. Somewhere 

toward 2,000 tons will be stored this week. 

Josiah Whittemore died at his residence one mile east of this village early Tuesday morning. 83. 

LaFayette Whittemore, Ellen Long’s lover, is in Barron.  

Feb. 27, 1890 

A fine quality of ice has been found up near the lock and the ice men have cut a channel nearly three 

miles up stream and today commence floating ice down with the current of the river to the ice houses in 

the village and also to load on cars to ship away. The ice business here is a good thing. Some fifty or sixty 

men find employment at good wages, a winter’s job that proves a bonanza to a good many. 

March 6, 1890 

The man who does not compel his own children to attend school is not exactly the proper person to 

dictate how a school should be conducted. 

About a baker’s dozen got immersed in the river Friday while working to get the two-mile-in-length 

channel open in which to float ice from the lock. 

The ice men have waded through great tribulation the last week in trying to keep that channel open. 

The channel was first cut because there was no ice fit for storage below the lock. It was hardly opened 

when the heavy snow storms of last week stopped work, the channel filling with a snowy slush that 

proved an obstacle against floating ice down until cleared out. The slush being taken out, the cold 

weather set in and freezing commenced with a vigor that set further labor to keep the channel open at 

defiance and rendered the work that had been accomplished abortive. With the thermometer down in 

the thirties, ice sufficient can be secured near the village that will probably answer all purposes. 

Artie Viel miraculously escaped death from a fall at the ice house Tuesday night. He was standing on an 

ice chute some fifteen feet high, when he lost his balance and fell backward to the ground. When picked 

up he was stunned to a degree that his comrades were not certain for a few moments whether he was 



really dead or not. Happily no bones were broken. It is hoped he will get along without further seriouis 

development of trouble. 

Berlin making noise in recent weeks about voting to move county seat. Petition being circulated. 

Republic opposes expense of holding another election. 

Chicago Herald article says Bennett Law originated among Germans in Milwaukee, and the bill was 

drawn up by an assistant city attorney Robert Luscombe at the suggestion of members of the North Side 

Turn Verein. It was viewed as child labor issue for Milwaukee; get kids in school and out of factories. 

Speaker Mills, to avoid prejudice against the labor element, wanted in introduced by rural legislator. 

Michael John Bennett was a school teacher from Iowa County and chairman of the Committee on 

Education. “the obnoxious section 5, defining what should be considered a school under the act and 

compelling the teaching of common branches in English, was practically copied from the compulsory 

education laws of the other states.” … “The meat of the law was section 9, which declares “no child 

under 13 years of age shall be employed or allowed to work … in any shop, factory, mine, store, place of 

manufacture, business or amusement except as hereinafter provided.” Permit needed for child to work 

if labor is essential to support of itself or parents. Luscombe told paper: “There was no thought of 

religion or of war upon the German nationality or language when the law was framed. Hundreds of 

copies of the bill were sent to the present opponents of the law without invoking any response 

whatever.” 

March 13, 1890 

Tim Paull stored a good many tons of very fine ice in his ice house on block U in the eastern part of the 

village last week. 

St. Patrick’s will hold a mission for a number of days with sermons by a Redemptorist Father from St. 

Louis. Sermons in German and English. 

Lengthy article on county seat, Berlin vs. Princeton, etc. “Let Berlin abandon the contest she is 

inaugurating, or let the citizens of Green Lake county refuse to sign all petitions, thus saving the expense 

of an extra session of the county board and the larger expense of bringing the matter to a vote at the 

next general election, and thus nip the project in the bud.” 

At a quarter to 1 o’clock today the fire bell rang, and soon it was announced that the R.R. round house in 

the east part of the village was in flames. The turntable was saved, the fire engine after arriving pouring 

on two streams that assisted in saving the turn-table and other property contiguous to the buildings. 

The origin of the fire is not known at this writing. The freight engine was at the turntable a few minutes 

just past 12. Some $50 worth of tools were burned belonging to Engineer Mayberry. The loss probably 

does not exceed $500. 

March 20, 1890 

A recent decision of the supreme court bars the reading of the Bible in the public schools. 

The effort to secure a school library is a very laudable one. The social held at Turner Hall last Friday 

evening helped swell the fund to the amount of nineteen dollars and fifty cents. That amount with 

twenty dollars and thirty-five cents raised before swells the fund to thirty-nine dollars and fifty cents. 

The sum is a commencement and well selected books are to be placed in the reach of pupils 



immediately. The law gives the privilege of making a limited appropriation from the public funds in 

behalf of the library, and no doubt when the time comes, the proper officers will see to it that the 

library fund will be increased to as liberal proportions as is judicious. We are glad to note the success of 

this move. A good library within access of our children is another step toward fitting them for the duties 

of intelligent citizenship as they come on to the sphere of action as men and women. – Later, over forty 

volumes of standard works have been received for the school library. 

March 27, 1890 

Another long editorial on county seat question. “O, taxpayer, beware! A rope is dangling just over your 

head. Don’t be too anxious to go a step higher and thereby put your neck on a level with the noose, for 

when it once tightens there will be no let go. 

The brick extension of the rear wall of the Schuetzen Hall has become badly wrecked by the elements, 

part of the wall having fallen out and the remainder liable to do likewise. 

Emil Lemke moves to Oshkosh. 

Another round-house is approaching completion upon the ground where the old one was destroyed by 

fire two weeks ago. 

April 3, 1890 

Town election: M. Manthey, Democrat, chairman. Side Supervisors: T. Sullivan and G. Behm, both 

Democrats. Clerk: A.H. Myers, Republican. 

The Princeton Dramatic Company will present “Millie, the Quadroon” 

Wm Wyse note – beaten passing a charivari party 

April 3, 1890 

E.D. Morse has become the owner of John Hennig’s place, having bought the same last week. It is hoped 

that Elmer can be induced to put up a good business block there which would add much the appearance 

of the street. (See April 5, 1894. This is the future State Bank property.) 

Probably the finest zither ever owned in Princeton is now the musical companion of Frank Mueller. It is 

an elegant instrument and Frank is becoming very proficient in its use. 

April 10, 1890 

Gov. Hoard on the result of the Milwaukee election: “I do not think it will have any significance in the 

state except to stimulate the friends of the common schools. The coming question is to be whether the 

schools of Wisconsin and the laws for their government shall be under ecclesiastical control or under the 

control of the state and the people thereof. The sooner this question is settled the better it will be for all 

parties concerned. I am not at all discouraged at the outlook.” 

Congregational church parlor has been papered with paper of a beautiful design and the windows 

furnished with fine shades. It is now a really elegant looking room, and exceedingly attractive in 

appearance. It the church proper, a neat new pulpit stands on the rostrum, the latter also having been 

enlarged and surrounded by a new and nicely designed railing. 



Wm. F. Luedtke visited Portage last week and made the purchase of over fifty thousand brick to be used 

in the erection of that building and the improvements he will make at his corner the coming season.  

Wm. Luedtke has commenced tearing down the old wooden building adjoining his store. 

The Berlin people are still holding occasional meetings to keep up the interest in the question of moving 

the county seat. Outside of that city the taxpayers universally oppose the scheme.  

This is an off year and the Republicans are off too, judging from the reports of the municipal victories 

gained by the Democrats in this state. 

Village election: 228 votes cast. Gus. Teske def. Fred Schendel for president.E. Mueller and Aug. Swanke 

elected trustees. H. Manthey, clerk. Herman Warnke, treasurer. Richard Mueller, justice. M. Berger, 

constable and street commissioner. E. Mueller, supervisor. 

April 17, 1890 

Engineer Foster has got the big whistle on his engine, and it is a pealer. When Dave wants to see some 

fun he just pulls the whistle cord when a steer or colt is near and they raise their tails straight up and sail 

for distant lands. Monday was the first day they used it and some thought that Gabriel had surely come. 

April 24, 1890 

That railroad round house is painted a blushing red. 

Business commenced earnestly on W.F. Luedtke’s corner Monday and excavating for a foundation of 

that new building is now in order. 

Business – Another change. Mr. August Schilling, of Wauwatosa, has leased the City Hotel for a term of 

years of Mr. Schendel, the latter retiring immediately. 

C.P. Rawson has purchased of G. Green the property formerly known as the Luce property. The house is 

being overhauled and when fixed up as intended will make a fine substantial house for Mr. and Mrs. 

Rawson. 

A.W. Millard, of Markesan, now ex-county superintendent of schools, has resigned and is about to 

become a resident of Minneapolis, having accepted a very flattering position with an insurance company 

of that city. John Q. Currie, principal of the Princeton school, named Millard’s successor. Currie replaced 

in Princeton by his brother, Will Currie. 

Julius Zajeck, formerly teacher of the Polish Catholic school of this city, has brought suit for libel against 

the Columbia, a newspaper published in Milwaukee, asking for $20,000 damages. The alleged libelous 

article was one published in that paper, purporting to give the facts in reference to the trouble between 

the teacher and Rev. Zielinski, the pastor of the church, which culminated in a fistic encounter between 

those two gentlemen last summer, and the subsequent discharge of the teacher. We understand the 

article alleged that Zajeck had been excommunicated from the church because of his conduct here, and 

because of such publication Zajeck claims to have been greatly injured and prevented from obtaining 

employment elsewhere. 

May 1, 1890 



Business: Otto Maulick has moved his barbering outfit into the front room over Lueck & Manthey’s 

store. 

“The question of moving the lockup to a point in the village where its uncouth appearance would be less 

conspicuous is being agitated again. That park will soon be too fine to longer be disfigured by that stone 

pile, and it is a matter that appeals to the good taste of every inhabitant of the city to see that the 

monstrosity is taken out of there. Let the matter be talked up and agitated. The cost will be but minimal 

and the attractions of the park will be enhanced to an extent beyond any ordinary calculation.” 

The idea of a fountain at the corner of the park opposite Turner Hall is a fine one. At not a large expense 

undoubtedly a flowing well could be reached that would prove of incalculable value. 

Business - The masons commenced work on W.F. Luedtke’s building this morning. 

The litter in that park is being cleaned up and causes the uncouth stone pile called a lock-up to appear 

more uncouth, distasteful and disgusting than ever. Get the ill-looking thing out of the beautiful place as 

quick as possible. 

May 8, 1890 

Business - Fred Schendel has purchased the Knobloch property over on the west side. 

Business - Hennig has moved his bakery into the new quarters he recently purchased, to wit: the west 

half of the old Demell block. 

A splendid bell arrived at the Princeton depot Tuesday for the Catholic Church at Neshkoro. This is the 

third bell purchased by Father Kaster for the Catholics in his charge since he came here. 

YMCA group performs, raises funds at Congregational and M.E. Church. 

Business - Henry Manthey has moved in Green’s store, recently occupied by Taback & Jacobson, with a 

new line of general merchandise. 

Interesting note about event at Turner Hall with exhibition of local artifacts, paintings, etc. Put on by 

Ladies’ Aid Society of M.E. Church. 

May 15, 1890 

The Germania relates that on Sunday last, the Rev. A.G. Hoyer, of Princeton, in Green Lake County, who 

has two German Lutheran congregations, one in the village and the other in the town, preached a 

sermon from the text, “Render unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s and unto God the things that are 

God’s” in which he dissected the Bennett law and showed its enormities. After this, both congregations 

adopted resolutions condemning the law and declaring themselves in line with the resolutions of the 

Sheboygan church congregation. They then appointed Messrs. Teske, Hennig, Krueger, Hoffnich, 

Selzwedel and Keist a special committee to meet in conference with similar committees from the other 

Lutheran churches on the 28th inst. For further action. 

Princeton’s fire brigade were out in force last Thursday and exercised by taking the engine and hose up 

to the Howard Street cistern and pumping a while. There is plenty of water in the cistern. 

May 15, 1890 



Those trees on the public square that were damaged by the fire of ’80 across from Turner Hall have 

been dug out. Although not as handsome as trees that have had a better chance, it leaves a vacancy that 

it will take years to fill. 

Business - Last week about Thursday, W.F. Luedtke commenced in good earnest the work of 

demolishing as much of that old stone building as is necessary to erect that substantial building that is 

going to take its place soon. 

Can any one surmise a more admirable, a more practical move, than that of sinking an artesian well at 

the southwest corner of the public square? A fountain of cool spring water would prove of infinite value. 

The Turners have new stage scenery painted in their hall. 

Business - W.F. Viel’s new delivery wagon will call for orders and deliver choice groceries at your homes 

promptly. 

Business - There has recently been a material change in the firm of Manthey & Sons. Martin Manthey, 

the father, has started a boot and shoe store in the front room of Warnke & Zauft’s store house, and 

Adore has taken charge of the buying and selling deal at the old grocery stand, while J.H. Manthey has 

opened a new dry goods establishment in Gard Green’s building recently vacated by Taback & Jacobson. 

May they all flourish. 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Katzer, of Green Bay, will hold confirmation services at St. John’s and St. Patrick’s 

churches next Tuesday. A reception will be given the bishop on his arrival in Princeton Monday evening.  

… He will also bless new bell at Neshkoro. 

Tim Paull and his helps have raised the M.E. Church several feet and moved it back from the street some 

nine feet. When the new room is completed in the basement it will prove a valuable adjunct to the 

church that has long been needed. 

May 22, 1890 

Business - Landlord (August) Schilling has greatly improved the City Hotel since he took charge. Painters 

and paper hangers have made a material change for the better on the interior of that hostelry. 

Lots of measles. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Katzer, of this diocese, arrived by train Monday evening, accompanied by several 

priests. Quite a reception was tendered the Bishop upon his arrival. The band was in waiting and after 

the usual salutations a procession escorted the distinguished prelate to Rev. Zelinski’s residence. On 

Tuesday forenoon, some 120 were confirmed at the Polish church, and in the afternoon some 20 were 

confirmed at the St. Patrick’s church. The confirmation services were witnessed by large numbers of our 

people. 

R.R. Clark and C.L. Raymond, of Chicago, arrived in Princeton last evening to enjoy a season of trout 

fishing. Carl Bartol and Ed. Borst are the boatmen of the party, and Geo. Hamer acts steward. Landlord 

Priest is General Superintendent, and J.L. Warren, of Chicago, is assistant General Superintendent. They 

are armed with heavy artillery and with a full commissary department which will prove equal to any 

emergency. 



Francis Xavier decreed patron of Green Bay diocese. 

May 29, 1890 

German Catholic organizations of the state have been holding a convention at Milwaukee this week. A 

large portion of their time has been appropristed to strong denunciations of the Bennett law. The 

speech of Bishop Katzer against the law was a hot fulmination. But his position shows him to be an 

extremist and his fervid oratory is hardly calculated to strengthen his cause. – Katzer said the law was 

the “vile concoction of the Freemasons and was an attack upon the Roman Catholic Church and your 

Roman Catholic rights and individuals and families.” – Chicago Tribune. Tribune says law drafted in 

Chicago to address problems of kids loitering in streets and working in shops and factories. The three 

bills were presented to and accepted by board of education. Bills were united into one bill and passed by 

Wisconsin Legislature. 

Business - The rooms first door east of Piper’s is to be occupied as a home by Peter Preis and his young 

family. 

Business - J.H. Manthey and S. Mackowski have purchased S.M. Eggleston’s stock of goods and taken 

possession at Eggleston’s old stand. J.H. Manthey will move his stock from the D.M. Green building 

forthwith to the Eggleston stand.  

Trout is shipped from this point for Chicago about every morning caught by the many fishermen who are 

indulged in the sport of angling a few miles north of here. These fishing parties make the Princeton 

hotels their headquarters. 

The work on the basement at the M.E. Church is being prosecuted, and in time spacious parlors will be 

finished that will be an addition long needed. 

On Friday evening at Turn Hall, Dantz Post GAR will be the recipients of an elegant portrait of him after 

whom the Post was named. Presented by Mrs. Ione Bentley, his sister.  

June 5, 1890 

Street commissioner Berger has had men and teams grading Water Street with gravel and putting it in 

excellent condition 

Business - R.P. Rawson has moved his insurance office into J.H. Davidson’s law office. Mr. Rawson has 

had a desk in A.H. Myers’ office for twenty years. It is like leaving an old friend to move but Mr. Myers 

was in want of the room, hence the removal. 

Rev. A.G. Hoyer, Gus. Teske and J.E. Hennig are delegates to the anti-Bennett law convention that met in 

Milwaukee yesterday. It is, strictly speaking, a Democratic meeting. 

June 12, 1890 

Gov. Hoard in The Jefferson County Union (his own paper in Fort Atkinson): Through the demands of 

their own members the Catholic schools are nearly all teaching as much English as the Bennett law 

requires the children of the state to learn. Those that do not are generally back-country districts. It is the 

same with the Lutheran schools. … The law does not interfere with religion or religious schools. It 

interferes with ignorance and parental greed and only that.” 



A petition praying for the removal of that stone “bastille” to some more appropriate place in the village 

was being circulated last week. If the prayers of a good many sensible people availeth anything with our 

“city council,” then, indeed, the “cooler” will depart to a more appropriate location. 

Wm. J. Frank sends letter thanking Mrs. Bentley for flowers dedicated to his brother, Charles, and his 

comrade Pearley Wicks, who were numbered among the missing after the terrible engagement at Cold 

Harbor, slain fighting for their country.” 

June 19, 1890 

Committee composed of three members of every Lutheran congregation in Green Lake County passed 

three resolutions: 1. “We are no enemies of the public or district schools. We are by no means enemies 

of the English language. On the contrary we consider the public and district schools a political necessity 

and instruction to acquire the English language a matter of self-evidence.” 2. “We are, at any and all 

times, ready to do our part for the maintenance of the public and district schools. Compulsion to attend 

school as provided by the compulsory law of 1879 for the state of Wisconsin, we regard good and 

necessary.  … Especially do we consider that part of the law of 1879 good and necessary which provides 

that children of school age are prohibited to be employed at factories. They ought to attend school.” 3. 

“We think the state has no right to designate by law what kind of a school a child must attend and what 

kind of branches of instruction a child must be taught.” Reasons for opposing law: a. Because the law 

delivers the parochial and private schools to the mercy, control and supervision of the district school 

board, which schools we maintain from our own pockets besides paying taxes for the public schools. B. 

Because said law deprives us of our personal liberty, of liberty of conscience, which are guaranteed to us 

by the Constitution of the state of Wisconsin, and the United States. C. Because said law transfers those 

rights which God and nature have bestowed upon us to the state authorities. D. Because said law, 

instead of fostering the welfare of our state, will logically undermine the same, as it will create discord, 

strife, unfriendliness and bad feeling amongst citizens of this state, who have heretofore lived in peace 

and concord.  … Therefore we ask the repeal of the Bennett Law and will use all means, which are in 

accordance with law and right, for instance our votes and before the courts, to have the law repealed. 

Ephraim and Richard Mueller taking trip to Germany. 

Princeton boasts of a lawn tennis club. 

June 26, 1890 

The fine trees on each side of many of our streets make Princeton one of the handsomest villages in the 

state. 

Business - Tim Paull has erected an arrangement for hoisting stone and mortar by horse power at 

Luedtke’s block. 

Business - Otto Giese and family have moved into F.W. Cooke’s building one door west of Wm. 

Whittemore’s jewelry store and opened a restaurant. 

That magnificent block of brick and stone is fast raising above the layer of joists for the second story 

floor. The carpenter work is being pushed under the management of Gus. Krause. Mr. Luedtke keeps his 

eyes open as to details and is determined to have a building substantial in every particular. 



Story about Edmund Yahr, young son of F.J. Yahr. Badly burned.  

Princeton is taking rank as a leading wool market. The liberality of our buyers has become proverbial 

and the wool raisers are attracted to this point. Chittenden & Morse are a long ways in the lead. They 

have been receiving several large clips of wool the past week. (including Wm. Page of town of Princeton) 

July 3, 1890 

Julius Zaczek, formerly teacher of the Polish Catholic school of this city, is now acting as plaintiff in an 

action on trial before Esquire McConnell, of Dartford, against the St. John’s congregation, to recover 

balance of salary claimed to be still his due. Attorneys F.E. Clark and Perry Niskern represent the 

plaintiff, and J.H. Davidson the defendant. S.E. McCoskey, Frank Klawitter, Adore Manthey and a number 

of other witnesses are in attendance, and the suit is not yet concluded. 

Building – W.F. Luedtke and Lewis Haedrich visited Milwaukee last week to secure the necessary designs 

and materials for finishing an elegant front on that new block. 

J.D. Koeser has opened his furniture establishment. 

Ice is being shipped from Princeton to Chicago every day. 

Carl Barthol has accepted an offer to go to Westfield and engage in the employment of selling 

agriculture implements. 

July 10, 1890 

At the annual school meeting Monday evening School Clerk Rimpler was re-elected to fill another term 

on the school board. Nine months school was voted; it was also voted to put new patent seats in the 

upper department. No taxes were voted as the board reported funds in the treasury sufficient for the 

ensuing year. 

Assessment of Princeton, 1890 

Town, real, acres, 22,130.85 Value $191,225 

Village, real, acres, 725.73 Value 19,790 

Village, real. In plat, value 117,583 

Town Personal 50,700 

Village, personal 102,743 or 109,743 

Total valuation: 482,043 

Synopsis of Personal 

Horses value 27,135 

Cattles 14251 

Mules 100 

Sheep 1695 



Swine 1946 

Wagons 4453 

Watches 600 

Pianos 1350 

Merchandise 45,530 

Securities 49,900 

Other personal 6580 

Last Friday, E and R. Mueller bade adieu to their friends in Princeton and started for Germany. Reaching 

Chicago they missed their connection and stopped at the Massasoit house. They were discovered the 

next morning asphyxiated with gas. It required several hours of hard work to bring Mr. E Mueller 

through, Richard being nearer an open transom was not so badly affected. Mr. E. Mueller returned 

home Tuesday evening, having completed his trip to Germany at a rate that throws Train’s trip ‘round 

the world in the shade. Richard started home with Eph. but left the train in the neighborhood of 

Milwaukee and his whereabouts is an unsolved problem at present. 

Building – Aug. Schilling, of the City Hotel, is bound to keep up with the tide of improvements. He has 

placed the finest range in the kitchen department of that hostelry ever brought to Princeton. There is 

nothing wanting in the culinary or any other department of the City Hotel. 

The work on the basement of the M.E. Church will soon be finished. The was has been completed and 

the carpenter work on the interior has been commenced. 

July 17, 1890 

Frank Mueller went to Milwaukee looking for Richard but was unsuccessful in finding any trace of him. 

“He having quite a sum of money in his possession when he started on his intended trip to Germany 

only served to increase the anxiety of friends in reference to his prolonged absence. The suspense, 

however, as to his whereabouts was relieved Saturday by a telegram from Milwaukee announcing that 

he was in that city under the protection of the police, destitute of money and in a plight showing pretty 

rough usage. His brother, Herman, of Ripon, took the first train for Milwaukee after the reception of the 

telegram Saturday morning and returned with Richard to Princeton Monday noon. Herman Mueller 

reports the case as follows, gathering the facts mostly from Richard’s statement. It appears that on the 

return of Mr. E. Mueller that he supposed Richard had come on to Milwaukee, but in that he was 

mistaken. Nothing particular happened until they reached Oak Creek between Racine and Milwaukee. 

As the train stopped at the station Richard left the coach. He was immediately accosted by two 

strangers who invited him over to a restaurant to have a glass of lemonade. While in the restaurant the 

train started, but the strangers informed him that another train would soon pass and the delay would be 

but for a short time. From that time his train of recollection seems to have broken. That lemonade 

manipulated by strangers probably fixed him. He has indistinct recollection of being put aboard some 

kind of vehicle and being driven off. When he came to himself he was wandering in the woods. His 

money, some $300, and his gold watch were gone. Nothing was left on him in the shape of clothing 

except his pants, shirt and hat, even his shoes being taken. His shirt cuffs and buttons and collar buttons 



were all gone, and he was wandering aimlessly and had been for probably three days and nights. 

Coming out of his dazed condition he sought relief at a farm house and making known his condition and 

who he was and what happened his case appeared to excite sympathy and he was put on a train and 

sent on to Milwaukee, where he placed himself in the hands of the police requesting them to notify his 

Princeton friends as to where he could be found. His condition on Saturday was pretty tough. His feet 

were lacerated and what clothing he had was torn, and he looked as though he had been reaping bitter 

misfortune in some shape. 

Building - The walls of that brick block being built by W.F. Luedtke are about finished, and the carpenter 

work is being pushed. 

July 17, 1890 - Building – Mr. J.C. Thompson will soon put a stock of goods into the building 

owned by E.D. Morse, one door west of the First National Bank bank? Error - One door west 

of yahr bank? That would be later Princeton State Bank building site. Site of Durand’s first 

store in Princeton. I think we later learn Morse moved the Durand building when state 
bank built in 1894). Painters and paper-hangers are at work fixing it up. 

Census results: County 15,066. Town of Princeton 1173. Village 973. St. Marie 751. City of Berlin 4051. 

The suit of Zazeck vs. St. John’s church before J.C. McConnell at Dartford last week was decided in favor 

of the plaintiff. He received a judgment of $16.66 and costs, amounting to $37.31. 

July 24, 1890 

That building of W.F. Luedtke’s will soon be ready for G. Schaal & Son to put on the roof. 

July 31, 1890 

Another jab at lock-up 

Death of F.W. Cooke last Monday (July 28) – The engine and hose cart of the Princeton fire company 

were draped in mourning emblems yesterday. Department issues Resolutions of Condolence to the 

family. Obit: Few men will be more missed in our streets, and certainly none will be more mourned that 

he. As a citizen he took an active part in all that pertained to the welfare of the town and was deeply 

interested in all that affected its progress.” “As a man F.W. Cooke was a good friend, upright and honest, 

kind hearted and true – a genial companion, full of good stories and quiet humor – a large hearted man 

with sympathies broader than party and wider than a creed. His large heartedness was often felt by the 

poor and needy in a way that made homes joyful and hearts glad. The poor and the friendless and many 

a stranger in a strange land have good cause to bless his name. His benevolence was without 

ostentation and his kindness to others without parade.” Came to Princeton in 1860 to run Jarvis House. 

Later years livestock dealer. Served as sheriff, deputy sheriff, other offices. Members of the fire 

department acted as guard of honor over the remains.  

August 7, 1890 

W.F. Luedtke’s stone building is fast nearing completion. The building is 36x90 in size, two stories high, 

and will have a fine plate glass front. The first floor is divided into two rooms. Mr. Luedtke will occupy 

the corner store, and the other will be rented, as will also the rooms over the east store room. When 

finished this will be one of the finest business blocks in Princeton. 



The hitching posts have been put in pretty thick and the old ones straightened up. 

The members of the German Congregational church have built a new fence around their church and laid 

new walks. 

The Princeton Hunting Club is the name of an organization of Princeton sportsmen who have recently 

built a fine club house up at Puckaway Lake and is composed of the following persons: Ed Manthey, 

Wm. Whittemore, O.H. Lichtenberg, Ed Teske Jr., J.M Koester, Otto Maulick and Frank xxx, Princeton; 

Pharo Gray, Milwaukee; Aai Paull, New Cassel; Frank Schneider, Oshkosh. The members of this club 

believe that “in unity there is strength” and it does look as if the duck that visits Lake Puckaway this fall 

stands a slim chance of getting away without being punctured with shot.” 

Our sportsmen are outspoken and unanimous in their denunciation of the law which allows hunters to 

shoot ducks after the first of August. They report that ducks are being shot at Lake Puckaway that have 

not yet hatched their young. They think the season should commence Sept. 1. 

The new basement addition to the ME church approaches completion. It is a roomy and convenient 

addition to the church edifice and complete in its appointments. There is the kitchen, dining room, and 

general reception room, entries, etc. all well lighted, and capacious enough to meet any emergency as 

to numbers likely to gather at social or any meetings held there. The Methodist brethren have cause to 

congratulate themselves upon the acquisition of such a splendid suit of rooms in addition to their 

original church structure. 

Another jab at lock-up. 

The building owned by Chas. Clark just east of Yahr’s bank has been reshingled. 

August 14, 1890 

The words “W.F. Luedtke, 1890” are carved on a beautiful tablet of white marble of “key-stone” shape 

and set in front of Mr. Luedtke’s new block. It is a splendid addition to the architectural beauty of the 

front.  … The mason work on W.F. Luedtke’s building is finished, and Gus Krause and Chas. Craw are 

pushing the carpenter work. 

Dr. Hoyer will take course of surgical study at Belleveu Hospital, New York, in a few weeks. 

There is prospect of a splendid brick and stone block going up next season on the corner in front of 

Luedtke’s new edifice. Mr. Anton Rimpler is the owner of that property, and rumor has it that he 

contemplates erecting a fine building. If he puts his shoulder to such an undertaking, we will guarantee 

it will be a fine and substantial improvement. 

A series of improvements have been commenced on the front of the City Hotel. 

Going at last – At last the matter of moving the village lock-up has assumed a tangible shape and the 

rusty old concern will be placed in a more appropriate locality. The job of removal is to commence 

immediately, Mr. Tim Paull having the contract to perform that part of the work. The building will be 

placed on a lot belonging to the Teske Brothers, in the rear of their mercantile establishment. By the 

move it will be relegated from its conspicuous position and placed where it will prove less offensive to 

the public sense of propriety. It is a move in the right direction. Mr. August Kleinert has the contract for 



rebuilding the structure, which insures a good square job of work. The next thing in order will be to turn 

a little attention to the park and make it a “thing of beauty and of job” for some time at least. 

Gene Smith has rented the residence belonging to John Radtke situated on Short Street. That means 

something is going to happen soon. 

August 21, 1890  

Business – The skylight in the store building of Warnke & Zauft at the foot of Water Street has been 

taken out and shingled over. 

Tim Paull is wearing away that lock-up and the last vestige of the institution will soon have disappeared, 

moved to a locality more appropriate. 

Now that lockup issue addressed, Republic urges village to cut the weeds and tall grass in the cemetery. 

RR rumor 

Aug. Swanke is having the upper rooms of that building of his at the foot of Water Street plastered. 

Aug. 28, 1890 

G. Schaal and son Robert have completed the job of tinning the roof of W.F. Luedtke’s store building. In 

this line of work these gentlemen can compete with the best of workmen, and the job just finished by 

them is an excellent one. 

Aug. 28, 1890 

Geo. Lawrence has just completed a job of painting on the front of Chas. Clark’s building on Water Street 

occupied by John Radtke. 

R Mueller has one of the finest collections of Indian relics, etc. to be found in the state. He has several 

copper and iron specimens, as well as several articles of petrification. Among his collection is a 

“memorial piece”, one of the two known to have been found in the state. 

Democrats convention – Local delegates favor Bouck over Peck and Vilas. 

Carl Barthol has returned from Westfield, where he has been employed for several weeks. 

Sept. 4, 1890 

More on front page about Bennett Law. 

Ed T. Frank visited Milwaukee to purchase fixtures for the new store room he will occupy in that new 

block of W.F. Luedtke’s. 

The Republic failed to mention in proper season the fact that the front of Turner Hall has been painted 

and the name “Turn Halle” painted in conspicuous characters over the door. The appearance of the 

structure is materially improved. 

F.T. Yahr was nominated for Senator at the Democratic convention held at Stevens Point last Tuesday. 

Mr. Yahr is a hardware merchant of this city. He has not yet cut a very brilliant figure in the political 

world and his opportunity for an election is not preposessingly conspicuous. 



Last Tuesday one of our citizens counted eight loads of grain pass over the bridge and come up Water 

Street inside of 15 minutes. Who says Princeton isn’t a good grain market? 

The re-opening of the ME Church on last Sunday and Monday evening was an interesting event in the 

history of that church. During the last few months the church edifice has been raised and placed on a 

solid stone foundation and a parlor, dining room, kitchen and cloak room, made of the basement. The 

audience room has been decorated with heavy paper in tasty designs and presents a very pleasing 

appearance. On Sunday … an appeal was made for contributions to liquidate the indebtedness of the 

society, and over $200 was raised. Another $80 raised the next night “which entirely wiped out all 

indebtedness for the improvements and left a balance which has been applied on the minister’s salary. 

Sept. 11, 1890 

J.O. Borst has torn down the wood shed on his residence and is building a new one. 

The dog poisoner is again at work in our village. 

A new ditch is being cut from the race to the river bottom between the mill and the foundry. The said 

ditch when completed will serve as a wasteway. 

G. Schaal will veneer his large hardware building with brick next spring and also enlarge his building by 

erecting an addition thereto between him and Mr. Worm. 

Sept 11, 1890 - John Hennig has had the front of his building fixed up, some of the old brick being torn 

out and new ones laid. We understand that he will soon have it painted. That’s right. Let the good work 

go on. 

Dr. Holly and family have moved into Mr. A. Hall’s house on the corner of Harvard and Fulton streets. 

The house the doctor vacated on Short Street will probably be occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Smith. 

Rev. A.G. Hoyer, G. Teske, Anton Rimpler and G.J. Krueger boarded the morning train for Oshkosh. They 

will inspect the interior of the principal churches of Fond du Lac, Oshkosh and other places, to get ideas 

for the decoration of the Lutheran church here, which will be done soon. 

“The school house has been much improved, with the addition of several new windows in place of old 

ones, and other improvements made by the mechanic. But not the least is the addition of new “Globe” 

seats in the upper room. They are of a modern pattern and complete in all the appointments of a 

finished seat aside from their being a substantial addition to the furniture of the school room they add 

very much to the general appearance. Our school board has certainly tried to make things more 

comfortable than usual and their efforts have not proven in vain. Another good deed the hoard has 

performed is filling in and leveling the low places on the campus grounds and in that respect making 

decided progress in that direction. The Republic is glad to note these evidences of interest taken in our 

temples of learning and hopes to see many other needed improvements in the near future that would 

materially harmonize with the general necessities that are so often demanded in keeping our houses of 

learning in appropriate order. 

D.M. Green is supervising the erection of a furnace in the basement of the Congregational church. The 

new arrangement will prove a very valuable improvement over the old paraphernalia for heating the 

church. 



Allen and Potter have opened an art gallery near John Pahl’s building at the foot of Water Street. 

Sept. 18, 1890 

Republican Ticket. Stand By It. School house logo. 

David Messing has put a coat of paint on the front of his building on Water Street. 

Landlord Schilling recently erected a brand new sign in front of his hotel, “The Commercial.” 

Fred Stearns and Gus. Zierke have painted up the front of Aug. Swanke’s building at the foot of Water 

Street. 

Congressman Clark is reported to predict 30,000 majority for Hoard. One of the most sagacious 

politicians of Oshkosh reports the same. 

Father Kaster preached his farewell sermon to his Princeton congregation today. Going to Shawano. 

Tim Paull moved the roof of the old lock-up, the last remnant of the sickly old stone bastille in the park 

yesterday. 

Chris Piper having become the legal owner of block R we suspect improvements will be in order. 

F.L. Deidrich having completed the brick work on Luedtke’s building has also been testing his skill on the 

front of the Demell block and fixed that up in a substantial manner. New windows have been placed in 

the front of the block, and now a coat of paint is being spread on the same. The block looks $500 better. 

A vote of thanks should be given Chas. Demell and J. Hennig for efforts in that direction. 

Sept. 25, 1890 

It seems as though the Teske Brothers had made a grand hit in painting the front of their store. The 

lower story is black trimmed with bronze and looks very tasty. 

The front of the Thiel block is being repainted until it materially improves the front of Manthey & 

McCoskey and Anton Rimpler’s business places. Gus. Zierke and Fred Stearns are spreading the paint. 

Rev. Wm. Collins, late of England, preached trial sermons at the Congregational church last Sunday. At a 

meeting of the church society last evening, a call was formally made and accepted, and the Rev. Collins 

becomes the pastor of the church for the year ending Oct. 1st, 1891. 

W.F. Luedtke has those plate glass in, his shelving, counters, etc. and his goods, and is rapidly getting 

settled in the finest block in the village. The part E.T. Frank will occupy is being pushed to completion as 

rapidly as rapid workmen can push it. 

The walk in front of Krueger & Muller’s and W.F. Luedtke’s stores has been raised in grade and leveled 

until it looks better. 

Oct. 2, 1890 

Hon. John T. Kelly, president of the Wisconsin Republican league, will deliver an address at Turn Hall, 

Princeton, Wis., Tuesday evening, Oct. 7th, 1890, upon the live issue of the present campaign. 



School house buttons being distributed by the thousands under the auspices of the Republican state 

committee. 

It will not do for the Republicans to be over confident. They must not consider that they have a 

walkaway election. The opposition to the Bennett law is deep-rooted among the German Catholics and 

Lutherans. The Democracy of Wisconsin is staking its all on the issue and propose to beat if possible. 

Myers grapes 

Oct. 9, 1890 

Miss Lottie Dempkie proved herself champion of a small fishing party from here Tuesday by reducing 

Puckaway lake of 78 fine perch, the first fish she ever caught. 

Rumor about Democratic paper starting in Princeton. 

J. Wm Worm, a staunch Democrat of this village, upon being asked what he thought of the nominaton of 

Miss Lillian Huff for the office of county superintendent of schools, he shook his head ominously and 

said, “oh, its all a mixed-up affair, and I don’t understand it. Her name should not have been put on the 

ticket. It is no place for a woman, and she will not get very many German votes.” 

Perry Niskern quotes in Oshkosh Times as saying Democracy has excellent chance of carrying Green Lake 

County this fall. Republic says: “He is a peculiar man and cannot be considered as well balanced mentally 

of late as he was years ago when he was a Republican.” 

S.A. Hake has sold his eight-hundred acre ranch and will move back to Princeton. 

E.T. Frank has moved into that new building – and a nice place it is. 

Oct. 9, 1890Messrs. Gard and D.M. Green are building a brick chimney at their flour mills here, the old 

sheet-iron smoke-stack having rusted out. The chimney rests on a stone base eight feet square, which 

rises about fourteen feet above the ground. It will be about sixty feet in height when finished and will 

measure three feet across at the top. This is one of the finest pieces of mason work in our city and will 

be built at a cost of over $250. 

A card received at this office announces the death of John J. Knapp, who will be remembered as a 

former resident of Princeton for many years. He was living at Dawson Station, Michigan. No particulars 

are given of his death or even the exact date of the occurrence. 

An anti-Bennett law club has been formed in Princeton, so we learn. 

Princeton market prices chart 

Oct. 16, 1890 

Gard and D.M. Green recently built a new waste-gate, leading from the mill-race to the river just north 

of Junker’s foundry. These gentlemen are fixing up that mill property in good shape. 

August Konke and son have sold their crop of beans, amounting to 443 bushels, to Chittenden & Morse. 

This crop harvested from 15 acres of land, a big yield, indeed. With beans at $2 per bushel the above 



yield fairly demonstrates what can be done on the Indian Lands with good farming. The Konkes are 

model farmers and always raise good crops. There is big money in beans. 

HK Priest building 12x80 foot addition to his barn to accommodate more to the cattle fair business. 

Oct. 23, 1890 

Druggist Otto Lichtenberg also known for selling pianos and organs. 

Laymen of Catholic as well as Lutheran connections are beginning to realize that the zeal of some of the 

clergy has overstepped the bounds of good judgment, and that it will be better for religious interests as 

well as for political interests if they ignore the dictation of their spiritual advisers in political affairs. 

Anti-Bennett law meeting held at Turner Hall. Boss Koerner spoke to crowd in German. “He closed his 

speech by advising the Republicans, so we are informed by Germans who were present, to shut their 

eyes and vote the Democratic ticket this year, and then they could again put on their old Republican 

coat.” 

Oct. 30, 1890 

The Lutherans are papering and frescoing the interior of their church. We are told that a pipe organ will 

also be placed in the structure before long. 

453 votes were cast in the town of Princeton in the fall election of 1888.  

Bishop Katzer, of Green Bay, was in Oshkosh last Sunday, and in a sermon declared that he will officially, 

as bishop of the diocese, consider any member who votes for the Hoard ticket as a traitor to the 

Catholic church. “But happily, the German Catholic priesthood are not controlling all the priests of the 

state. Thousands of Catholic votes will be put in for Hoard and the little school house next Tuesday. 

Nov. 6, 1890 

Election passed off very quietly here last Tuesday. The Republican ticket was snowed under.  … We 

meekly submit to the result, in fact we are oblige to!  … We have a few campaign documents left at this 

office that we will sell mighty cheap now.   

Peck beat Hoard 292-135 in Princeton. Yahr elected on coattails of anti-Bennett sentiment. Democrats 

swept all 13 races on the ballot in county. 

The victors of the late contest are supremely happy. Having licked us out of our boots, they thought the 

event worthy of a grand blow out, and so they had one. It was a success in every particular and plainly 

showed that our Democratic friends in Princeton could get there when they had a chance. Saturday 

afternoon the children of the several schools paraded the streets, at least those children who rejoiced at 

the election of the bad boy’s Pa. But the evening was to witness the great feature of the occasion. From 

far and near had gathered Democratic brethren until the town was full, and when night had come with 

music, torches, transparencies and brooms they proceeded to take the city. Their line of march was 

through the principle streets which were illuminated with a grand pyrotechnic display and house 

decorations which were conspicuous at nearly every Democratic dwelling place. Returning to the hall 

the people listened to short addresses by Senator-elect F.T. Yahr, Rev. Hoyer and District Attorney-elect 

J.L. Millard, after which a grand good time was had by all. Even the severe storm, which unfortunately 



prevailed, could not dampen the ardor of those who had just “out in out of the wet” for they were there 

for fun and they had it. … The Neshkoro and Princeton bands furnished the music, and it was good. At 

the expense of about $150, the Democrats gave a big celebration, and they are to be congratulated 

upon the success of their efforts. Nothing offensive to anyone was said or done. 

One of those old landmarks of Princeton, the “Rookery,” on South Farmer Street, is undergoing repairs 

that will prove a decided improvement. Gard Green thinks that a building that has been doing service for 

forty years ought not to be longer neglected. 

Nov. 20, 1890 

The early part of the new year will see electric lights in Berlin. 

The Schuetzen hall has been partitioned to make rooms for the use of the stores underneath. 

HE Megow has fixed over and rearranged his building and J. Michel has moved his stock of dry goods 

there. 

New York Post story about life in Germany/Prussia for lower classes. 

Nov. 27, 1890 

The fine and tasty improvements that have recently been completed at the Lutheran church deserve 

more than passing notice. The ceiling and walls have been decorated with hand and stencil work, and 

the designs are models of the finest taste. The hands of the artists has enveloped the windows with 

beautiful designs, and indeed the whole interior of the church has undergone a perfect transformation 

that serves to captivate the lover of the beautiful. 

Dec. 4, 1890 

The Schuetzen organization have commenced the erection of a hall over on the west side near Fred 

Schendel’s saloon. The dimensions will be some 35 feet in width and nearly 60 feet in length. 

Details of Thanksgiving dinner at Turn Halle attended by 200 people. 

Post office thief injures Davidson 

Tim Paull has purchased a wood sawing machine and horse power and can saw wood by the wholesale. 

Dec. 11, 1890 

Dec. 18, 1890 

Dec. 25, 1890 

A.C. Hopkins crazy in Red Cloud’s camp. 

Jan. 1, 1891 

That new Schuetzen hall looks prominent over on the west side. 

Diphtheria east of village. One death, 4-year-old son of Wm. Santo on Christmas Eve. 

Jan. 8, 1891 



Peck is first Democrat governor in 15 years. 

County Superintendent of Public Schools Lillian Huff. “The Republic tenders to the young lady the right 

hand of friendship and will never hesitate to encourage her in every way possible in the prosecution of 

her responsible duties as county superintendent of public schools. 

Another Santo diphtheria death 

Jan. 15, 1891 

There are strong indications that Princeton will boom again next season in the way of building. Mr. G. 

Schaal will fill up the space between his building and J.W. Worm’s with a substantial two-story stone 

structure. The rear will be for his own use in his increasing business, in connection with the large room 

and shops he now occupies. He will also veneer with brick his main building now in use. They will prove 

substantial and important improvements. We have also before referred to the prospective erection of 

another building to be erected by Mr. A. Rimpler on the corner of Pearl and Water streets, opposite W.F. 

Luedtke’s block. This will prove another splendid improvement. It will be about 24x75. The work will be 

pushed next summer. 

Roy Harmon, a recent typo in the Republic office, has secured a situation in a St. Paul, Minn., office and 

starts for that city tomorrow. Roy has the best wishes of the Republic. He is a reliable boy and deserves 

success. 

The German Congregational Society completed its organization Tuesday by organizing the German 

Congregational Church.  … The occasion was an interesting one. The pastor, Rev. Aug. Wurrshmidt, has 

done a good work here. 

Jan. 22, 1891 

There is evidence that every carpenter in this section will find plenty of business next season. Frank Yahr 

informed us Tuesday that he had about seventeen orders to fill at his lumber yard for building barns, 

houses, etc. It shows that the pecuniary circumstances of the farmer in this section is good. 

Jan. 29, 1891 

W.F. Luedke is finishing the upper rooms of that block and will have a splendid suit of rooms when 

completed. 

Annual meeting of Turn Verein. Election of officers. The verein is in a flourishing condition and soon 

hopes to pay their little indebtedness. Preparations are already being made for the raising and 

veneering of Turn Halle. 

Immense quantities of grain and beans are being marketed here in Princeton. Chittenden, Morse & Co. 

and other buyers are inducing farmers, by liberal prices, to bring their produce from twenty to thirty 

miles west of this. From twenty to thirty teams were standing in the street waiting their turn to be 

unloaded at the elevators yesterday forenoon, and for a long time the number did not appear to 

diminish. And this is only a repetition of the rush that is made every day when the weather and roads 

permit. 

A set of rye rollers are to be put into the Princeton mills ere long. 



Feb. 5, 1891 

Anton Rimpler is getting his material ready and will push that new block to completion early as 

convenient the coming season. 

We understand Hon. F.T. Yahr has sold the lot west of the bank, on which stands the “Buckhorn” 

building, to Wm. Knoblock, who will start a saloon there. 

Julius Zaczek, former teacher of the Polish Catholic school, sued German Catholic Company, of 

Milwaukee, for libel, tried at Waukesha last week. The defendant admitted the publication but denied 

that it was done with malice against the plaintiff, and also pleaded the truth of the article in justification. 

Judge discharged after 24 hours having been unable to agree on a verdict and will be re-tried, probably 

in May in Waukesha. 

Feb. 12, 1891 

Attorney Frank Clark having purchased the Whittemore property just east of C. Piper’s will occupy the 

part of it as a law office in a short time. 

A large quantity of stone is being drawn to fit the abutments at the west end of the bridge, and it will be 

overhauled the coming spring and made more secure if possible. 

This town is not only the leading retail produce market in this part of the state but is fast becoming a 

wholesale market as well. Messrs. Chittenden, Morse & Co. have within the last few days bought a car 

load of beans from Fall Creek, one car load from Montello dealers, and one car load from Berlin. … For 

many days the streets have been crowded with teams loaded with beans, grain and dressed hogs, some 

of them came from near Wautoma and Mount Morris as well as from Harrisville, Westfield, Montello 

and Green Lake Prairie. The daily purchase made by our dealers run up into the thousands of dollars, last 

Friday it being nearly $5,000 fo the one day’s purchase.  

Feb. 19, 1891 

We learn that Tim Paull has sold his ice house, dray and ice business to Wm. Scheifelbein. Mr. Paull 

retires from the dray business. He will however carry on the business of general teaming, wood sawing, 

house moving, etc. as usual. 

A meeting of the farmers of “the Bend” and “the Pines” was held on Tuesday of this week at the house 

of Jacob Zuehls to discuss the question of building a pontoon bridge across the Fox River near Zuehls’ 

place. Some were in favor of having a ferry instead of a bridge, and as there was a division of sentiment 

as to the proper place for locating either a bridge or ferry no definite action was taken. 

Our public school has increased lately from the fact that no Catholic school is being taught. The addition 

in the number of pupils leaves the room, accommodation and quota of teachers inadequate to meet 

such an excigency. The board wisely resolved last week to hire another room and consequently have 

secured a very good one in John S. Pahl’s building near the bridge and have hired Miss Margey Pries to 

take charge of the pupils sent to the new department. 

Feb. 26, 1891 



The Lutheran congregation has moved a long way ahead this week by receiving that long-promised pipe 

organ, now being placed in their substantial church. This fine instrument was built in Milwaukee on 

purpose for the Princeton German Lutheran Church by Mr. Schuelke. Its cost is $1,000,  

March 5, 1891 

March 12, 1891 

March 19, 1891 

Frank Mueller job at drug store in Fond du Lac. 

March 26, 1891 

Herman Warnke has bought of Aug. Zauft the latter’s interest in the hardware and lumber business. 

Herman will manage the entire business for awhile and until other arrangements are made. It is 

rumored that Aug. will soon remove to Ripon. 

April 2, 1891 

J. Wm. Worm recently sold to G. Schaal a strip of land 6 inches wide and 90 feet in length on the west 

side of Mr. Schaal’s business property. It was necessary for Mr. Schaal to have the narrow strip in order 

to properly locate the west wall of that new building soon to be erected. 

O.N. Harmon has purchased what was formerly the Hartman property on block O and will make 

desirable improvements thereon. 

April 9, 1891 

Jake Bartol started with his family Tuesday a.m. for Pittsburg, Kansas, where he expects to make his 

future home. 

April 16, 1891 

Second year of the grip. 

Mrs. Young has gone out of the photographing business and the building is having a new front put in and 

other changes are being made. We understand that a saloon will be placed in the building. It seems as 

though a few more are needed in the village. 

E.T. Frank is adding a porch to the front of his residence, corner Clinton and Wisconsin streets, that will 

prove an improvement. 

Now about that park. The fence is in a dilapidated condition, the trees need attending, and many 

improvements are necessary to increase the beauty and attractiveness of the place. In talking with 

Village President Krueger a few days ago we found that his ideas in reference to the park ought to meet  

 

Velocipedes selling for $5 or $6, but Wm. Whittemore selling them for $3 and $3.50. 

The work of excavating for the cellar and foundations of Schaal’s new building commenced on Friday of 

last week. Tim Paull’s hands are doing the hauling of the clay and dumping where needed in this sandy 



country, J.C. Thompson using considerable on the property he has recently purchased on Farmer Street. 

This is an early commencement of the business of building, but the amount of improvement 

contemplated this summer requires an early start if all the work is accomplished. Mr. Schaal’s new 

substantial addition will reach 91 feet back from the front. The rear part will be annexed to his hardware 

business rooms so as to increase his room for a tin shop and storage of the wares connected with his 

line of trade. The front part will be finely finished for a room to rent. In connection with all this work he 

will veneer the large store adjoining, which he has occupied so long. It will be veneered with brick. When 

all of Mr. Schaal’s contemplated improvements prove a visible reality he will be the sole owner of a 

substantial and attractive business corner – all the result of strict attention to business and square 

dealing with his fellow man. 

April 23. 1891 

Wm. Page is the owner of a fine horse, Topsman. 

Dr. Millard brought the bees out of his apiary cellar Monday and the warmth of Tuesday was the signal 

for them to take possession of about every swelling maple bud in the village. 

Editorial on importance of Arbor Day. 

Alban Clark injured by horse. 

J.O. Borst is selling Unabridged Dictionaries. 

Frank Tucker has purchased the property on the corner of Harvard and Clinton streets of Page Tyler. He 

has moved into the house and has commenced improving his home by the erection of a neat fence. 

Attorney Frank Clark has moved his law office from Harmon’s block into his own building first door east 

of Piper’s restaurant. 

Knoblock is about opening a saloon in the “Buckhorn” building. 

Another change in real estate. Mr. Wm. Whittemore has traded his business property just west of 

Turner Hall for the home and piece of land belonging to W.F. Corenke, just south of the village plat on 

Farmer Street. 

J.C. Thompson has purchased the building on Water Street of Anton Rimpler, where the latter will soon 

erect that new block. Mr. Thompson has engaged Tim Paull to move the building he purchased on to 

one of the lots just south of the brewery he recently purchased, where the building will be remodeled 

suitable for a dwelling.  … May 14 – The “Union Saloon” building was started Thursday from the corner 

of Water and Pearl street and Friday evening had reached its destination south of the brewery, cvorner 

of Farmer and Wisconsin streets. It will now be metamorphosed into a dwelling house by J.C. Thompson. 

The Green brothers have recently placed a set of rollers in their mill for grinding rye flour.  … They have 

now a mill complete in every particular and cannot help giving universal satisfaction in the grinding of 

wheat or rye. 

Ira Hudson building house on East Water Street. 

Ad from J.O. Borst 



AE Thompson has bought a lot just north of C. Washburn’s premises and will erect a neat summer 

cottage thereon on the bank of the river. 

April 30, 1891 

Tim Paull has become adept in the art of moving buildings. A house never loiters on the way when he 

starts it. 

Abel Vars, E.T. Frank improving their houses. O.N. Harmon has commenced laying the stone for a 

foundation to his new dwelling, which he will soon have erected on Farmer street on block O, the 

property he recently purchased. 

Mrs. Lou Stevens has purchased herself a home of Gard Green, being a house on the west side of 

Farmer Street, nearly opposite the “Old Rookery.” It will prove a pleasant home. 

Jule Hennig was circulating a petition to be presented to our village board to allow of the laying of a pipe 

from the mill ditch down past F.T. Yahr’s residence toward the bridge for a supply of water for the street 

sprinkler, etc. 

The Polish people celebrate the centennial of the adoption of their constitution in this village on the 3rd. 

There will be a parade on the streets and speeches at Turner Hall. Rev. Q. Zelinski speaking in Polish and 

Jas. H. Davidson in English. Joe Nowacki appointed a delegate to the Polish centennial celebration to be 

held in Chicago May 4th and May 5th. 

G.W. Jahns disposes of his saloon business in Princeton and goes to Stockbridge. 

May 7, 1891 

A lawn tennis club has been organized, and grounds are being fitted for that purpose near the railroad 

on Lincoln Street. 

Will Whittemore has moved his jewelry establishment into the rooms recently occupied by Misses 

Franciskowski as a millinery establishment. 

The village board calls meeting 8 p.m. Monday at fire engine house to vote on erecting a public fountain 

on the village park. 

Frank J. Yahr has purchased the Chittenden property where he resides, of Eugene Smith, the latter 

having purchased it of Mr. Chittenden. It is reported that Mr. Smith has purchased the John Radtke 

residence on Short Street, having made enough by his recent deal in the Chittenden property to about 

or quite pay for it. 

May 14, 1891 

JC Thompson has had the room he has rented from G. and D.M. Green fixed up in good shape for the 

goods he proposes to place therein. 

The professional base ball ballist and the cigarette smoker have become the most conspicuous 

nuisances in the United States. 

Ground for Anton Rimpler’s new blockThe has been broken and the work will be rapidly pushed. 



A.C, Tubner has opened a sewing machine office in Corenke’s front room, lately occupied by Will 

Whittemore. 

The meeting at Firemen’s hall last Monday evening to consider the propriety of building a fountain in 

the park was well attended. The project developed more strength than the most sanguine friends of the 

scheme had dared to imagine. The meeting instructed the village board to open correspondence with 

parties who are prepared to make deep borings and find out what can be done and the nature of the 

contracts that can be made. One thing is certain, we have a village board that look at the matter in a 

very reasonable shape and are enthusiastic in pushing the project as far as it would be proper to do so. 

Let the good work move on. It is a public improvement that if successfully carried out will never cause 

any regret to those who may even now oppose it. With a good fountain our fire department can be 

made completely efficient in any part of the city, a consideration of vast importance. 

Big Arbor Day ceremony: Program featuring musical and literary exercises in upper room of main 

building, tastefully decorated with flowers and green boughs. After morning program, students were 

dismissed and marched at 2:15 from school house to the places chosen for setting out the trees. After 

planting, program resumed on the school grounds. They planted fourteen soft maple trees, one elm, 

two hickory, four hemlock, one weeping willow, one honey suckle and one rose bush. 

May 21, 1891 

A new fence has been built in front of Mr. JW Bland’s residence. 

Don’t forget Wm. Whittemore’s jewelry store is the first door east of the bank. 

The regular ice cars will begin running Thursday, leaving this station every Tuesday for northern points, 

and every Tuesday and Thursday for Milwaukee and Chicago. 

Street Commissioner Berger is laying a very complete and substantial sidewalk along the east side of 

Farmer Street, commencing at Harvard Street and running south. 

Frank Mueller now working at drug house in Hartford. 

The village board has made another move that in results will be sure to prove a great benefit. A pipe is 

to be laid from the mill ditch on the west side that will bring water to a tank which will be erected at the 

food of Mechanic Street west of G. Luedtke’s wagon factory. The cost will prove merely nominal. The 

pipe will run under the river. The ditch will furnish an abundance of water as it is high enough above the 

locality where the tank will be located to answer every emergency. It will supply the street sprinkler and 

will prove a saving in that regard, as the sprinkler is now furnished with water near the mill – a distance 

too far to be traveled every time the sprinkler needs refilling. The prosecution of the work will be placed 

under the supervision of D.M. Green. 

There is a lack of brick in Princeton. The brick that Mr. Schaal expected ere this from Portage, with which 

to finish the structures he has commenced, has failed to arrive on account of the low stage of water in 

the Fox. The steamer Mark tried to reach Portage last week to bring down the brick, but sand bars 

prevented the steamer reaching that place. The river never was so low at this season of the year. 

In the April number of the Boston Common School Education was given a picture for a language lesson 

for primary pupils, with an offer of a prize to the teacher who would send the best story of reproduction 



written by a member of the primary class. In the May number we find the following: “The prize for best 

story for reproduction from a primary class has been awarded to Miss Lola Clark, Princeton, Wis.” 

“Feeding the Rabbits” was written by nine-year-old Madge Morse, daughter of Silas Morse. “The story 

shows literay taste in the little girl possessed by very few of her age. It also shows the previous training 

in language work by the teacher, Miss Clark. It is no small honor for little Madge to compete successfully 

with thousands of children scattered throughout the land. Literary Boston must take a back seat, and 

Princeton steps to the front. Both teacher and pupil are to be congratulated – the teacher for having so 

bright a pupil and the pupil for having so thorough an instructress.” 

May 28, 1891 

The steamboats will have to run on wheels soon. 

The new walls of Rimpler’s block are moving forward. 

The American House front is being touched up with paint and looks brighter. 

The pipe is being laid that will convey water to the new tank on Mechanic Street. 

Boot & Gilmore is the name of a firm that have opened a stock of goods in Dave Messing’s building. 

The painters are at work on the depot. The office and waiting room will come out in a new spring dress. 

New fixtures have arrived at the depot that will soon add elegance and neatness to the bank when put 

in place. 

There are plenty of people who would like to see Turner Hall veneered with brick mighty soon. 

“No fountain” was the decision arrived at by those who assembled at the Village Hall on Monday 

evening to vote on the question. The President of the village had obtained a very flattering offer from 

parties to sink an artesian well in the park for $900. No fountain, no pay. So, there was absolutely no risk 

on the part of the village while all conceded that a fountain would be a desirable thing, yet upon one 

pretext or another many voted against it. To have heard the talk one would have thought that the 

meeting was called to vote aid to repairing highways leading out of the village, as the excuse given by 

many was that the roads should be repaired first. With the most that was a mere makeshift, for we have 

no doubt if a meeting was called for that purpose the same individuals would then argue that the money 

should be spent in building a railroad to Podunk or some other place. At least, if they seriously think the 

money should be expended in that direction, we have no doubt they will at once push the matter before 

the public. We are waiting to hear the announcement that some of our rich citizens who can see no 

necessity for a fountain, have donated of their wealth towards improving the Montello and Markesan 

roads. The roads need improving, and it will take money to do it. Don’t let it be said that the fountain 

project was killed for spite. Come forward with money for the roads and show the people you were 

honest in what you said. We are waiting, expecting to hear that the roads are to be improved. Who will 

be the first to donate for that purpose? 

A dispatch announced that Dr. G.A. Mueller, of Menasha, has gone violently insane. 

June 4, 1891 

E.D. Morse has been investing in Chicago real estate. 



C.L Raymond, of Chicago, and HK Priest caught 438 speckled trout over four days. 

State law requires towns to erect suitable guide boards at the intersections of all the main traveled 

roads. Town chairmen face fines of $5 per month if not in compliance. 

June 11, 1891 

It is out turn now to cogitate over a drouth that proves to be the most relentless in its grasp that has 

ever visited this part of the country. It has come too early this season. That is what makes it worse. It 

dropped upon the husbandman before sowing the seed, and the result is that much of the seed has not 

yet appeared. It has hit a blow on the winter wheat prospects and it cannot recover now let the weather 

prove ever so favorable. 

Rain Wednesday has helped us wonderfully. 

For fifty-one days a drouth has been eating out our substance in this section, during the intervening 

time, nothing but mere sprinkles o’ rain having fallen in this locality. Yesterday we were visited with a 

shower that has refreshed famishing vegetation here about the village. North and west of this a heavy 

rain fell, amply sufficient for the present. East of this toward Dartford no rain fell to amount to anything. 

Sib. Stevens informs us that in 1850 the Fox River was lower in May than it is this year. He says that on 

the 14th day of June a heavy rain occurred that brought up the corn that was laying on the ground, and 

the farmers harvested a good crop of corn that year. Of course, the frost held off in the fall later than 

usual. 

The village water tank came near sliding off its foundation Friday night. The timber foundation rested on 

rather a wet subsoil, one corner gave way pretty near upsetting the tank. A more permanent foundation 

has been placed under the structure and the damages encountered from a spongy soil is now remedied 

by a strong foundation laid with stone and mortar. 

The Princeton Turners will celebrate the 17th anniversary of their organization on the evening of the 17th. 

The grounds about Turner Hall will be lighted with Chinese lanterns, an a good social times is expected. 

Rich Mueller will deliver the speech. 

G. Jahnke, the tender of the Princeton lock, informs us that just below the lock a bar has formed that 

brings the sand to within a few inches of the top of the water. The low stage of water prevents dredges 

from being moved to places where they will do the most good. Navigation is out of the question at the 

present. 

Joe Wyse, of British Columbia, is visiting his brothers John and Wm. Wyse. 

August Behm to Gottlieb Dallman, lot 2, block O, Princeton, $350. 

June 18, 1891 

At a recent Confederate reunion at Jackson, Miss., no rebel flag appeared, but only the stars and stripes. 

Chris Piper has recently lost the use of one arm almost entirely, perhaps from paralysis. 

June 25, 1891 



The walls of that new block of Anton Rimpler’s are nearing completion. 

A general business of painting has been going on over at the American House. George has got a reddish 

coat on those shutters. 

HH Harmon has recently arranged a boat house under his dock. He is also completing a place for bathing 

which will prove a “public blessing” for those love cleanliness and good health. 

A building is being erected between Hennig’s brick building (Wright-DeMell block) and the building 

occupied by John Radtke as a saloon. The new structure will be occupied by Otto Maulick as a barber 

shop and a bath room. This is a needed improvement, and the popular young barber deserves great 

credit for the move in the erection of a bath room to accommodate his customers. 

Aug. Swanke has commenced the erection of a building just across the street north of his wagon shops, 

which he will fill with a stock of groceries and other goods. He will build 22x70 feet in size. The building 

will be put up in substantial manner. It will be the first house opened on the west side for mercantile 

traffic, and we presume will be a paying venture. 

G. Schaal visited Milwaukee this week and laid in a supply of tin for the roofs on the buildings being 

erected for Otto Maulick’s new barber shop and bath rooms, Rimpler’s new block, Aug. Swanke’s new 

building he is erecting on the west side, and also for his own (Schaal’s) new building when completed. 

F. Schendel is building an addition to his saloon on the west side. 

Nice editorial comment on old settlers. 

Conductor Clark is having the upper story of his block now occupied by John Radtke remodeled and 

fixed over in a better shape than before. 

The fine decorating work in Fred Mittlesteadt’s saloon is completed. The McAssey Bros. done the work. 

July 2, 1891 

Ladies of the M.E. Church will provide dinner of pork and beans, cold meats, ice cream and fruit, pie and 

cake at the pavilion just sound of the grandstand for the Fourth of July. People who put up stands are 

expected to help defray the expenses of the Fourth, the Republic is asked to say. 

The first heavy rain of the season came last Thursday. 

 A Rimpler will purchase brick at Plymouth to finish the front of his new block. 

From the way John Warnke has commenced improving those lots on block M, we suspect a residence 

will appear before long. 

Gene Smith shipped two carloads of hogs and two carloads of Sheep from Princeton and Green Lake to 

Chicago market last week. 

John G. Krueger publishes ad saying he will put out poison to kill dogs that have chased his stock at 

night, driving them over wire fences and doing them great deal of injury. 

Mr. I McKinney gets four-year contract to carry mail between Princeton and Neshkoro. 



Old Settlers play wicket ball. It was one of the pastimes when New Englanders assembled for their 

annual town meetings.  

July 9, 1891 

A 15-hour rain Monday afternoon and night has soaked the ground thoroughly. 

J Wm. Worm feels pretty good over a nice present he received from his son, Gust, in the shape of a gold 

watch. 

Princeton and vicinity were visited by one of the severest hail storms ever experienced in this section 

last Thursday evening. A dark foreboding cloud hung off to the north of us for some time, and it was 

thought for a while it would pass to the north and east. But a storm quite suddenly commenced 

gathering in the west and the clouds soon appeared to attract each other and in rolling swirls met, an 

after raining a few moments a tremendous hail storm was upon us. The hail storm seems to have 

covered an area of territory in extent about six miles in length and two miles in width. Out on the 

Montello road for about four miles it made bad work, cutting the crops off completely, and a half mile 

south of the village the devastation was complete for a mile. Where it performed its worst work the hail 

was accompanied by wind, which increased the force of the hail.  … Where it did its worst the wheat, 

rye, oats, beans, corn and garden vegetables are gone, the hay on the marsh leveled until but a part of it 

can be made into hay. East of Princeton the effects of the hail soon ceased; north it extends but a short 

distance. 

Frank Yahr is having a porch erected on the front of his house that is elaborately and tastily designed. 

H.H. Harmon re-elected school district treasurer for ensuing three years. No tax was voted as the money 

in the treasury and what is coming to the district is amply sufficient for the ensuing year. A resolution for 

10 months of school was voted down; nine months approved. 

Plants stolen from homes of E.T. Frank and Anton Rimpler. “Certain developments rather directed 

suspicion toward Mrs. John Hoppa and Mrs. Mike Sobaralski as the probably culprits. A search warrant 

was issued and placed in the hands of constable Hennig (Jule?), who found the flowers he was after and 

two other plants.  … The case was brought before Justice Myer and has already cost the parties some 

$20. 

Dr. Straight has sent for a “gas” outfit for his dental office and proposes to extract teeth without pain. 

He has also supplied his office with new apparatus for filling teeth.  … Dr. Straight has invested in a new 

$15 machine a little larger and longer than a man’s finger that pounds gold into the hollow cavity of a 

demoralized tooth with a stroke more rapid than a patent sausage chopper. Straight will soon have a gas 

machine too that will help pull teeth with a pleasure to the victim that will provide a perfect picnic. We 

predict there won’t be teeth enough left in this section in a year or two to hold a corn cob pipe if they 

were all put together. … Dentist Staight has commenced performing wonders with that gas at his office. 

He puts people to sleep and when they awake their mouths feel as empty as a church contribution box. 

Fourth of July – A salute of 100 guns at sunrise awoke the people of Princeton, and from that time until 

midnight’s hour they enjoyed a continued round of pleasure. All roads led to Princeton on that day, and 

the people of the surrounding country were all here.” At least 2000 people. Parade included “trades 

procession” featuring business houses of W.J. Mesick, Jadob Graff and F.B. Schewe’s display of farm 



machinery, F.T. Yahr’s of hardware, Root & Gilmore’s of boots and shoes, and E.T. Frank’s of groceries. 

E.F. Yahr was president of the day.  … The Wild West show in the afternoon was a grand success. The old 

stage coach was somewhat dilapidated, but the Injuns and cowboys were ‘true to nater.” Charles Smith 

won the greased pig contest. Minstrel show at 4 p.m. at grandstand. Fireworks and balloons. Dances 

held at Schuetzen and Turner halls. Celebration cost $102 contributed by residents. $9 left over for next 

year. 

July 16, 1891 

The front of A.T. Graf’s block has been having a new coat of paint. 

J.H. Pahl is bridge tender this season. 

The contract has been let to Messrs. Keepers & Wynkoop, of Milwaukee, to build 40 feet of iron bridge 

in place of the wooden structure just west of the Fox River bridge in this village. The contract was closed 

Tuesday, the said contractors to have the bridge completed within sixty days. ??????? 

Tom Bartol drove from W.J. Mesick’s agricultural store with a new binder on Friday. The most of his old 

binder was consumed with his barn that was struck with lightning and burned at the time the hail storm 

occurred two weeks ago. Some portions of the binder were saved from the ruins, and his insurance has 

made the machine complete again by purchasing new the parts that were destroyed. 

Hon. G.H. Brickner, of Sheboygan Falls, is in town this week. He has purchased of J.F. Warnke about 

4,000 pounds, of S.M. Eggleston about 14,000 pounds and of Chittenden, Morse & Co. about 40,000 

pounds of wool, and is now engaged in sorting and packing the same. 

F. L. Haedrich, of Fond du Lac, is laying the brick work on Anton Rimpler’s block. Mr. Hedrich has done a 

good deal of work in Princeton within the last few years, and his work attests his skill as a mechanic. 

The last story of the stone work on the new Rimpler block is about complete. 

Gus. Krause has about completed his part of the work on that new barber shop. 

O.H. Lichtenberg is having that corner drug store repainted, and his business lettered in conspicuous 

letters. The work is being done by the McAssey Bros. 

The intermediate department of the public school will be supplied with new seats as an approved 

pattern. Both the intermediate and upper departments will be supplied soon with slate blackboards. 

Probably the first instance of administering the rite of circumcision, in accordance with the Jewish belief, 

occurred in Princeton last Friday at the home of S. Michel. The religious operation was performed upon 

twins, children of Mr. and Mrs. P. Sondel, of Lake Geneva, the twins being grandchildren of Mr. Michel. 

Rabbi Dr. Rotter, of Milwaukee, performed the rite. 

G. Schaal and Tim Paull started for Portage Monday after a carload of that brick. 

July 23, 1891 

A game of base ball played by the Princeton and Dartford clubs resulted in Princeton getting beat. The 

game was played on Sunday night. 



Tim Paull is moving house bought by A.T. Graf from Ira Hudson, who moved into new home. 

Corenke’s harness shop ad Ellenger’s saloon have recently received a new coat of paint. 

Frank Mueller will put in a stock of drugs in the new building being erected by G. Schaal. 

Roy Harmon, an employee of the South St. Paul, Minnesota, Reporter, was an arrival on the noon train 

today for a few weeks’ visit with relatives and friends here. 

July 30, 1891 

A good, substantial foundation shows that Aug. Swanke will have a good building for business purposes 

on the west side. 

Henry Eaton has the honor of brining the largest crop of wool to this market this season. He sold this 

week three thousand pounds to Chittenden & Morse. 

The brick wall of Rimpler’s block is about completed, and a keystone of marble set in front with the 

name of Mr. Rimpler and the year the building was erected is an appropriate addition to the looks of the 

splendid block. 

Will P. Harmon, of Minneapolis, accompanied by his wife, arrived Monday evening and are guests of his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. H.H. Harmon. Will has become one of the highest grade printers and an 

acknowledged expert in the “art preservative of all arts.” 

August 6, 1891 

G. Schaal is completing the roof on Rimpler’s block. 

L. Heidrick has commenced that work of Schaal’s, and soon the new front will be complete of the new 

part, and the whole building be veneered with brick. 

New doctor – Wm. Warner. In west wing of D.M. Green’s residence just east of G. Luedtke’s 

establishment. 

The material for the erection of that forty feet of bridge will probably arrive soon. Chairman Manthey 

requests us to say that the bridge will probably be impassible until Sunday morning. 

The steamer Mark made this port Tuesday towing a large barge loaded with brick for G. Schaal. 

DM Green is taking down that “frontispiece: attached to the front of the wing of his dwelling and will 

erect a neat porch over the door. 

August 13, 1891 

There appeared to be horse racing on Farmer Street Sunday. 

Schaal has commenced the roof on his new building. 

Rimpler will soon have his new block completely enclosed. 



The interior of the Congregational church is receiving a thorough overhauling during the vacation of its 

pastor, Rev. Wm. Collins. When completed it will be newly papered and decorated, thoroughly 

repainted, furnished with new carpets, and new windows of colored glass. 

The village authorities have had a cistern put in on Gust. Teske’s lot at the corner of Farmer Street 

where the railroad crosses. The cistern is for use of the fire department. 

August 20, 1891 

Travelers pitched their tents in the old Schuetzen Park grove – no longer used? 

The hot drouthy weather is playing sad havoc with what was left from the June drouth. Everything is 

literally drying up in this latitude. Corn is burning up when only partially matured. Potatoes are 

prematurely ripening, and the bean crop, which promised so well two weeks ago, is certainly badly 

injured. 

We hear it reported that bonds for the building the Princeton extension have been negotiated by the 

C&NW people and that in the future the road will be built. 

Last Tuesday noon the bridge was closed in Princeton to put in the forty feet of iron bridging as 

heretofore announced. Messrs. Keepers & Wynkoop have done their part in a manner acceptable to the 

town board. Although not completed, the bridge was made passable so that teams passed over on 

Friday evening, the work being pushed more rapid than was supposed likely it could be done. The iron 

part of the bridge cost $400 complete. The planking used in the construction was not included in the 

contract made with the Milwaukee firm. The bridge is now a very complete structure and will prove a 

worthy improvement. 

Albany paper report on pearl hunting. 

August 27, 1891 

The news that Italian immigration has begun to fall off will call out no regrets in this country. We obtain 

many good citizens from Italy, doubtless, but we unquestionably get as many bad ones from that 

quarter as from all the rest of Europe put together. 

Berlin gets its third bank. National Bank of Berlin. 

Banking House of F.T. Yahr balance sheet – resources and liabilities total $101,224.98. 

There are 16 female convicts in the state prison. 

Sheriffs sale at F. Rozek farm. 

Swanke’s building on the west side is being pushed to completion. Schaal and son doing roof. 

The Commercial Hotel has again changed. A Schilling has left it and it has gone back into the hands of 

Fred Schendel, the owner of the property. Schilling left some days ago and is supposed to be in 

Milwaukee. Being unable to make the hotel business pay here, he has quit and left several in “the soup” 

financially. 



A woolen mill fully equipped with the most improved machinery and worth $10,000 can be brought to 

Princeton and put in running order if the people of this town desire it. No bonus is asked, but the 

owners would like to have some of our citizens purchase an interest in the plant, or they will convert it 

into a stock company and sell shares. What we need here are more manufactories. We have a good 

water power which could be greatly enlarged at slight expense. Labor is cheap and taxes as low as any 

town in the state. Princeton needs a woolen mill, a paper mill and in fact manufactories of all kinds. How 

shall we get them? Who will take hold of this matter and see what can be done towards getting the 

owners of this woolen mill to remove their plant to this town? 

Three cows in the public square yesterday morning, nipping bushes and small trees as much as they 

pleased. Such work is too often repeated. 

The front glass of Rimpler’s substantial building has been put in. The front is decidedly fine in 

appearance and is a credit to the proprietor. The block is an elegant one. 

Will Whittemore stocking up on guns and ammunition. 

A society event: Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Morse gave a cotillion party on Friday evening of last week to their 

guests, Miss Maymie Austin, of Chicago, and Miss Mary Morrey and Miss Lizzie Marwood, of Ripon, that 

will long be remembered by the young people attending. A dancing pavilion, pronounced by all to be 

perfect, was erected upon the lawn and trimmed with evergreens. This with the home and grounds 

were brightly illuminated with colored lights. The enchanting strains of the dancers and their brighter 

faces made up a scene long to be remembered. Refreshments were served at 10 o’clock and dancing 

lasted until one. While it was unusually cold for an August evening, the large company kept reasonably 

warm through the exercise obtained in dancing and in the warmth of hospitality extended by the 

popular hots and hostess. The young people present were … Edith Long. 

Sept. 3, 1891 

The new windows that are being placed in the Congregational church are simply beautiful. The colored 

glass, arranged in so many tasty designs, and reflecting such a variety of tints, give a pleasing effect that 

is very agreeable.  

Some property in Wauwatosa, near Milwaukee, in which E.D. Morse was interested, recently sold at a 

fine advance over the cost. E.D. is trying his chances in Chicago real estate, as well as in Milwaukee, and 

the prospects are flattering that solid wealth is sure to come to him ere long as a result of these real 

estate ventures. … The “Realty and Building Record,” a real estate paper published in Milwaukee, notes 

the fact that E.D. Morse, of this village, has invested a $10,000 interest in real estate in that city. 

Not a vacant house to rent in our beautiful city. 

Frank Mueller’s wedding. 

Princeton has been designated as a weather display station by the United States Weather Bureau. A 

flagstaff will be erected in a few days, probably from the roof of G. Schaal’s building, and the station 

operated by Frank Mueller. Flags will be displayed indicating the weather predictions for each 

succeeding 24 hours, upon the receipt of messages from the weather bureau at Milwaukee, to be 

received daily. Frost warnings will also be received and posted in conspicuous places. Four flags will be 

used at the station as follows: White flag, clear or fair weather, no rain; blue flag, rain or snow; black 



triangular flag refers to temperature, and when displayed above the white or blue indicates warmer 

weather; below white or blue colder weather, and when not displayed stationary weather. White flag 

with black center (cold wave flag) sudden fall in temperature. The daily messages are sent at 

government expense. The expenses of purchasing the flags, erecting the flag staff, etc. must be provided 

for by the people of the town. It will be a trifling sum, however, and no doubt our business men will 

gladly contribute a purse sufficient to meet this expense. The operator receives no pay for his services 

and it would hardly be the fair thing to expect him to bear this expense so long as all will be benefitted. 

Messages will commence coming as soon as the station is ready to display the flags. 

Victor T. Lawson, of the Chicago Daily News, and his wife were in the city yesterday to see a cattle fair. 

EE Warner, one of the live real estate men of Milwaukee, arrived in the city yesterday noon. 

SCHOOL – Story about soldiers reunion mentions “we had a shake with old Gust Rogers, who formerly 

wielded the birch in Princeton in the house now occupied by Hugh Dudgeon, then the public school 

house. !!!!! 

Sept. 10, 1891 

The shelving is being put into Rimpler’s new room, and he will have it completed for the reception of 

goods in about two weeks.  

The hunters turned out in such force the first inst. That they fairly paralyzed the ducks. The popping of 

guns on Tuesday of last week was appalling. 

If ever this country needed rain, it is now. It is impossible to plow the ground as it should be. But the 

farmer has to worry through the best way he can. Winter crops must be put in the ground in some 

shape. 

Miss Lizzie Leighton is a stenographer for Robert Schilling, secretary of the National Alliance party. 

Schaal’s block is about finished so far as the brick and plastering work is concerned. It presents a 

splendid appearance. It is being finished in front in style different from the other beautiful buildings 

erected and presents a striking change though in perfect taste. 

More on JC Thompson house on river south of brewery. 

Sept. 10, 1891 - The Congregational church will be formally opened next Sunday, after being closed for a 

number of weeks for repairs and refurnishing, which have been on quite a extensive scale.  … The Chas. 

Baumbach Co., the house that Senator Yahr is so largely interested in, designed and made the stained 

glass windows. They are in the very latest glass coloring, and to say that they are beautiful is but an echo 

of the general expression.” Two center windows were memorial windows in honor of Rev. W.M. 

Richards, pastor from 1868-1881, and F.W. Cooke. Died July 28, 1890. “The memorial windows are more 

elaborate than are the others and are perfect in coloring and design.” Wallpaper, carpet, drapery, 

chapel chairs with book and hat rest, modern brass lamps, furnace, perfect ventilation, good light. “We 

do not know what more could be asked for.”  

Schooner-yacht passes through town. Started in Oswego, NY, en route to Mississippi to New Orleans, 

then across Gulf of Mexico to New York. Will travel about 3,000 miles. 



 

Sept. 17, 1891 

Prof. Voss has about 80 scholars to manage in the German school. He has his hands full. 

Kingston correspondent of the Herald says: Neepenauk club bought or leased nearly all of the Big Marsh 

west of here (Kingston) and have posted notices that anyone caught trespassing on their land will be 

punished to the full extent of the law. They have also hired men to watch for trespassers. The farmers 

around here that have always been in the habit of going out and getting a mess of drucks any time they 

felt so disposed are naturally a little hot to think a lot of Chicago men should come up and monopolize 

the whole hunting ground. 

FW Viel recently purchased the cottage opposite the brewery of Gard Green and will make it his future 

home. 

Dentist Straight has purchased the Bently lot just south of his office and preposes to erect a building 

thereon in the near future. 

Sept. 24, 1891 

Theda Clark note. 

Frank Borsack is building bran new blacksmith shop on Herman Warnke’s lot, opposite the American 

hotel barn. 

EE Warner came up from Milwaukee last week and while here completed the contract for the 

immediate erection of the Warner residence on East Water Street. 

On the west side the roomy addition to his building that has been erected by Fred Schendel is about 

completed. 

Gard Green is adding to the architectural beauty of the “rookery” with substantial improvements. 

Dredge No. 5 is now about a mile above Princeton, working this way. They will soon be at the bend 

above the brewery, where there is considerable work to do. 

Boy named Frost stole $3-$4 from Young saloon. 

October 1, 1891 

New seats and desks of the Manitowoc “Oxford” pattern have been placed in the intermediate room of 

the public school. The seats were furnished through the agent of the company, Mr. John Q. Currie, of 

Markesan, formerly Princeton principal and then county superintendent of schools. 

Anton Rimpler has transferred his stock of goods from the room in the Thiel Block, which he has 

occupied so many years, into the fine new room in the block he has completed. His new quarters are 

ample in size and built with a view adapting them to the present needs. 

Frank Scovel has left a sample of sorghum syrup at this office. 

October 8, 1891 



We hear that Rev. Zelinski is about leaving Princeton. He has had charge of St. John’s Catholic 

congregation for several years. We are not aware where he will locate, excepting that Dame Rumor 

sends him to Buffalo, N.Y. 

Some party took it upon themselves to poison Frank Mueller’s dog Tuesday. Why one of the best and 

most faithful dogs in the village should be singled out for that purpose is hard to tell. The town is full of 

about as worthless curs as can be imagined … but Frank’s dog was a valuable one and was the victim. 

Miss Lillian Huff has just been appointed by the state superintendent a member of the board of visitors 

for the State Normal schools. The board is composed of three members. 

Schools close for two weeks due to scarlet fever. 

The district having made the most improvement between the dates of April 15th and Sept. 30th is Jt. Dist. 

No. 2, town of Princeton, whose clerk is Mr. Anton Rimpler. They are entitled to the Arbor Day prize 

given by Gov. Peck. – Lillian M. Huff, county superintendent 

Oct. 15, 1891 

Turner Hall will not be veneered with brick this year. 

S.M. Eggleston & Co. will move their stock of goods into the fine room recently vacated by Anton 

Rimpler. 

JP Schneider has been disposing of his real estate during the last week, having sold his residence 

property to Fred Schwenzer and the brick block on Water Street to Messrs. Lueck & Manthey, who have 

occupied it for some time. 

Carl Bartol, one of our Princeton sportsmen, and Otto Weisse, of Sheboygan, brought down from Lake 

Puckaway 106 ducks, and a score, more or less, of snipe which they had secured since Saturday. 

Carrie Yahr gets married at Yahr home adorned with flowers. Charles Von Baumbach among handful of 

guests. 

Scholarships available for short course at UW. 

Oct. 22, 1891 

ET Frank has started a express wagon, and we now have our express packages delivered at our doors. 

A change is about being consummated over at the roller mill. Sile Warren and Ed Zierke will leave soon, 

and the mill will be run under the firm name of Green & Co., O.L. Warren and George Wight being the 

millers. A new set of rollers will soon be put in which will make it the completest mill in this section of 

country. 

Oct. 29, 1891 

G. Schaal and son, Robert, shot some 41 or more squirrels in a few hours hunting in the woods about 

Princeton. 

Fred Nicodeom among Princeton Fire Department members attending firemen’s tournament in Berlin.  



M. Ash moves bodies of relatives from St. Marie to Princeton cemetery. 

Nov. 5, 1891 

Chittenden & Morse have commenced the erection of another large warehouse on the south and 

adjoining the one they now have, on the railroad at the north end of Pearl Street. It will be 65 feet in 

length and nearly 40 feet in width. 

Chris Piper purchased Al. Eygabroad’s residence on East Water Street. 

Gard Green has made the “Old Rookery” so attractive that three families have taken up their winter 

quarters therein. 

Nov. 12, 1891 

S.M. Eggleston has purchased the stone building on Water Street now occupied by SM Eggleston & Co. 

The purchase was made of J.S. Pahl. Mr. Eggleston proposes to add on a number of feet to the rear of 

the building next season, materially increasing the size of the room and make it more complete. 

Alex Paleski, a mason, fell from Swanke’s building Monday, the scaffold giving way. He dropped some 

twenty feet, the scaffold falling on him after he was down. 

The interest in the Thiel block belonging to Mrs. Koeser has been purchased by Rev. Hoyer. 

Consideration, $3,750. … Dec. 31 Republic says report was premature. Purchase was not made. 

Nov. 19, 1891 

Postal delivery experiment for villages and country districts. 

G.A. Krueger has purchased the residence he has occupied for a number of years of J.W. Bland. The 

property is located on block O, Wisconsin Street. It is a handsome place. Bartel!!!! 

To evade the law northern Wisconsin deer hunters have shipped venison out of the state in coffins. 

Nov. 26, 1891 

Princeton prepares to host Farmers Institute on Dec. 8-9.. Gustave Teske, president of organization.”Let 

everyone take hold and work with a will and show that Princeton can have a successful institute. A new 

feature of the institute will be a display of farm exhibits including grain, fruit, butter, cheese, etc.  

The Republic goes into more homes in Green Lake County than any other paper published. 

The poultry shipments from Princeton this season has become a big item. Details available. 

Dec. 3, 1891 

Dec. 10, 1891 

JW Bland is some better from a severe cold. 

‘Gene Smith has purchased the N. McIntyre homestead, corner of Main and Farmer streets. 

The primary department of our school is so full that it utterly overtasks the strength of the teacher, Miss 

Margie Price. Something must be done to relieve her of so much work. It is not right. 



Centralia Enterprise: Mr. R.C. Treat of Meadow Valley is building one of the largest and most expensive 

residences in this part of the state. It is estimated that it will cost $12,000. All modern conveniences and 

apparatus will be incorporated into it, and when completed the building wll be “a thing of beauty and a 

joy forever.” 

Farmers Institute: Conductor Geo. McKerrow explains Institute is “school for farmers and that the 

teachers were not theorists but practical farmers who had come from their farm work to tell us how 

they made farming pay.” Topics included value of barn yard manure, clover and fertility, farming with 

Profitt (in German), raising grain, management of sheep, swine husbandry, breeding sheep for wool and 

mutton, farming with profit, making and working dairy butter, Babcock milk test, clover and live stock, 

home breeding, the silo.  

Dec. 17, 1891 

Harry Tucker opens barber shop above JH Manthey’s dry goods store. 

William Knoblock property water lot 26 being sold at sheriffs auction on Jan. 30, 1892. 

Dec. 24, 1891 

G. Schaal has in connection with his hardware, the finest tin shop in the county. 

HH Harmon building an addition to display furniture. Below the floor he has arranged for an ice house 

where can stow away enough for family use. 

St. John’s Catholic church of this city has secured a priest, the Rev. R.E. Franke. He came from New 

Franken here. The Polish church has been without a priest for several weeks. 

Dec. 31, 1891 

J.W. Koeser has put in an elevator in the new quarters where he is established and can use the flors 

from cellar to garret. Koeser has arranged matters until they are very complete for handling a large 

stock of furniture. 

JW Koeser is now occupying the elegant rooms in the Thiel block between J.H Manthey and Lueck & 

Manthey’s stores with his fine stock of furniture. He is getting rapidly settled in his new quarters. 

On account of the overcrowded condition of the primary department of the Princeton school last term, 

the board have made arrangements to divide that department and for the time being will occupy the 

hall above the fire engine room. Miss Kay Millard will have charge of the new department. 

--- 

Jan. 12, 1892 

JW Bland quite ill 

JF Warnke will sell goods for the next thirty days at cost. Remember he is in Schendel’s block, first door 

west of Mueller Bros.’ drug store. 

Jan. 19, 1892 



Milk was the remedy that saved Carl Barthol’s dog. 

We understand the Princeton foundry changed hands yesterday. 

Rich Mueller has throat difficulty. 

Case of dog shot, shooter cleared 

Will Harmon, of Minneapolis, long ago a printer in the Republic office, has become one of the finest job 

printers in the country. He recently took first prize offered by the stock-market union of New York City 

for the best specimen of work, coming in competition with the best printers in the United States. Three 

prizes were offered of $100, $50 and $25 – Will receiving the highest prize. 

Jan. 26, 1892 

Feb. 2, 1892 

It seems to be conceded that work will commence on the (railroad) extension in the spring. 

SM Eggleston has purchased the foundry property at the west end of the bridge. Rumor has it that he 

will erect a substantial building there. 

Father Schmitz, of Green Bay, is now in charge of the Catholic congregations of Princeton, Neshkoro and 

Wautoma. His stay will be only temporary or as a supply until another priest can be permanently 

secured. Father Schmitz is an entertaining speaker and a man of more than ordinary ability. 

Father John Kaster, formerly the priest having charge of the Catholic congregations at Princeton, 

Neshkoro and Wautoma, is now in Rome. He goes as a delegate representing interests connected with 

the Green Bay diocese. 

Senator Yahr recently introduced a joint resolution in the senate protesting against the passage of the 

so-called Chandler bill, presented recently in the United States senate, with the view of protecting the 

public health from cholera. The Chandler bill prohibits the landing of immigrants for one year. The 

resolution presented by Senator Yahr assume that cholera can be kept out of the country by means less 

obnoxious than the prohibition of immigration. 

Feb. 16, 1892 

The closing of a sale of two lots on which to erect another church in Princeton has just been 

consummated, Dr. H. L. Straight having disposed of the land and the Evangelical Alliance congregation 

being the purchasers. The lots are located on the southeast corner of block I, at the east end of Harvard 

Street. It is a beautiful location for a temple of worship. We understand that it is the intention of the 

congregation to build a neat edifice and ultimately a comfortable parsonage thereon. The plans and 

specifications will soon be made known, as soon as the proper committees can see to it to set the 

matter in motion. In bringing about this result too much credit cannot be given to Rev. Wm. Kolander, 

the present pastor of the congregation. He has worked unceasingly and is much gratified that his labors 

are crowned with such excellent success. The work of erecting the edifice will begin as early in the spring 

as practicable and probably in May will be going forward. A neat church will be a grand addition to that 

part of our city, and the general feeling among our people is to give the move a liberal push. 

Feb. 23, 1892 



Chittenden, Morse & Co. on Wednesday shipped one car load of beans so far that the freight charges 

amounted to $240. That car went far enough to make the largest bill of freight ever paid in this section 

on a single car, we think. Railroad. 

The building prospects in Princeton next season are flattering. Besides a church and parsonage in 

contemplation of being erected, H.L. Straight will add a very material improvement to his office. He 

contemplates adding largely to the room he now occupies and add another story, making a fine room 

for renting. The building will be placed on a substantial stone foundation, be heated by a furnace in the 

basement and made very complete in its appointments. It will be a decided improvement to that corner. 

The stone for the foundation is already on the ground. 

-- 

1893 

Jan. 5, 1893 

Jan. 12, 1893 

Jan. 19, 1893 

Jan. 26, 1893 

Baraboo reports rail extension planned next spring 

JW Bland expired at his home in this village last Tuesday evening at the age of 85 years. 

Feb. 2, 1893 

Bland obit – In 1854 Mr. Bland reached Green Lake County, purchasing 100 acres of land in Princeton 

township, the greater part of which was in an uncultivated condition. He at once erected a comfortable 

stone dwelling and turned his attention to farming during the succeeding ten years. At the end of that 

time he sold his farm and came to Princeton where he has lived his entire life. Died Jan. 19, 1893 

Methodist Episcopal 

Feb. 16, 1893 

Bill abolishing the office of county superintendent of schools was introduced in the senate at Madison 

on the 9th inst. Replaced by office of district inspector of common schools. More details. 

Feb. 23, 1893 

History of Green Lake County office holders begins. 

March 2, 1893 

J. Wm Worm has disposed of that fine dog to a Racine party. J.W. says he got $175 for the dog. He was a 

good one. An attempt was made to poison the animal a few days ago, but prompt work in the line of 

antidotes saved the dog.  

La Crosse newspaper says extension of Princeton and Necedah branch is for the purpose of making a 

coal line from the lakes to the Mississippi River. 



March 9, 1893 

Richard Mueller has for some time been troubled with an abnormal growth on the side of his throat 

afflicting his throat and the roots of his tongue. Last week he went over to Ripon for counsel and was 

advised to go to Chicago and see what could be done. Tuesday, in company with sister Alma, he started 

for Chicago. He condition was considered very precarious, but the anxiety of his many friends was 

relieved this morning by the reception of a telegram announcing that an operation had been performed 

and Richard was doing well.  

The Rev. Schmidt, who has been supplying the Catholic congregations at Princeton for a short time, 

started for other work Wednesday. Rev. Geiger will soon be here to take the place of Mr. Schmidt. 

Father Geiger will preach at St. Patrick’s church on St. Patrick’s Day, and a general invitation is extended 

to all to attend. 

March 16, 1893 

Fox Lake voted recently to cut loose from the town and incorporate as a city under its own charter. It is 

said this will be a great benefit to the village, which has been held back in the way of improvements by 

the town. 

Dr. Hoyer in Milwaukee now. 

In the matter of the re-incorporation of the village of Princeton in Green Lake County, Wisconsin: 

Resolution passed by Village Board, W.F. Luedtke, President; E.T. Frank and C.J. Krueger, trustees: 

Resolution notes the village was organized by special act of the Legislature in 1867 but the charter “is 

very uncertain in its provisions, and very defective, and does not give the village board of said village the 

requisite powers to properly govern the said village and grade its streets” and that the general laws of 

Wisconsin relative to government of villages is much more complete and uniform throughout the state 

… it is the sense of the board of trustees of said village that it will be greatly to the interest of said village 

and lesson the chances for controversy to re-incorporate said village under the general statutes.” March 

4, 1893. Call for election April 1 whether to continue under present charter or to be re-incorporated 

under the general statutes of the state of Wisconsin. To be held 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Turner Hall. 

More history of county officers. 

JM Koeser selling furniture business due to poor health. 

March 23, 1893 

S. Michel has moved his stock of goods into Swanke’s brick block, vacated a few weeks ago by John 

Warnke. 

Aug. F. Zelmer has moved his stock of groceries into the new building lately erected by August Swanke 

on the west side. Zelmer secures a good location over there. 

The condition of Richard Mueller was reported on Monday to be very critical, a telegram in the morning 

of that day announcing his death as likely to take place in a few hours. Frank Mueller started for Chicago 

on the noon train to reach his brother, if possible, before he died. There was a change in Richard for the 

better soon after the reception of the Monday morning telegram and on Tuesday the prospects were 



more favorable. Since the above was in type, Frank Mueller has returned from Chicago and reports his 

brother’s condition as very precarious. 

The Wm. Young saloon property has passed into the hands of J. Molodzek, the latter a saloon keeper for 

the last year in Herman Warnke’s building, opposite G. Luedtke’s wagon shop. Young intends going to 

Plymouth. 

One of the largest deals in real estate that has been made in Princeton for some time has just been 

consummated. The roller flouring mills has changed hands, D.M. Green & Co. having sold the property 

nominally to the Teske Brothers but we understand that eventually E. Teske and Ed Zierke are to be the 

sole owners. The consideration was between $10,000 and $11,000. It is expected the new firm will make 

a number of improvements, such as they may deem proper to add. D.M. Green has been the owner of 

the property for many years. His age and health are both obstacles in the way of managing such 

property as he would wish, and hence he has disposed of it and let it go into younger hands. Gard Green 

has of late years had an interest in the concern, but his health would hardly permit of his taking a very 

active part in the running of the mill. 

March 30, 1893 

More of the county officials history. 

Village financial report – detailed. 2600 in liquor license money received 

Also Bank financial report 

April 6, 1893 

More county officials history 

Town election swept by Dems. M. Manthey, chair; t. Sullivan and G. H. Behm, supervisors. 

Village re-incorporation: Election was held last Saturday. It proved to be a one-sided affair, those 

favoring the reincorporation including pretty near all the taxpayers. There were 107 votes cast of which 

103 were for reincorporation and only 4 against. 

We learn from good authority that the (railroad) extension will not be commenced as soon as many 

conjecture.  As a matter of fact we are informed the company has not concluded to build and will not 

come to any conclusion until after an official meeting about the last of May. At least nothing will be 

done before next June. Railroad. 

Tim Paull has commenced raising H. Straight’s office and shaping things for a new foundation and 

initiatory to adding to the building and putting on another story. 

Wm. Schroeder, having purchased the hardware business of Herman Warnke, takes possession soon. 

Dr, M. E. Lamke offers her professional services to the people of Princeton and vicinity. Dr. Lamke has 

opened an office over A. Rimpler’s store.  

Death of Richard Mueller. Last Sunday about 10 p.m. Went into drug business with his brother, Dr. Gust. 

Mueller, now of Menasha. 41 years old. Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mueller. Several brothers and 

sisters.  



The fine drug store run by Richard Mueller for so many years is closed since his death. He made no will, 

and his property will have to be administered under the usual forms of law. 

April 20, 1893 

April 27, 1893 

Carl Bartol was shipping ducks by the hundred Monday. 

The building that has been recently occupied by F.W. Ponto & Co. as a harness shop (formerly the Rich 

building) is being thoroughly overhauled and enlarged and otherwise improved. The Ponto boys are now 

occupying one of the Green buildings on the opposite side of the street until their building is completed 

when they will move back and have one of the finest harness shops in the country. 

May 4, 1893 

HL Straight, our Princeton dentist, has applied for a patent on a class of work called “bridge work.” He 

claims for his invention that it is not only as substantial as the old way of putting in the work but can be 

done much cheaper. 

F. T. Yahr issues the following announcement dated May 4, 1893: To my Friends and the Patrons of the 

Bank of F.T. Yahr: A meeting of the business men of Princeton, Wisconsin, has this day been called to 

organize a State Bank in place of the private bank owned and operated by myself and Eugene F. Yahr 

and known as the “Bank of F.T. Yahr.” This move has been deemed necessary to bring the business men 

of Princeton and the patrons of the bank in closer relationship with the bank. An opportunity will be 

given for all those wishing to become stockholders in the new organization to secure shares. Mr. L.D. 

Moses, who is largely interested in the banks of Waupaca, Ripon and Markesan, will become a heavy 

stockholder and will be active in the management. Personally, I will remain in the new bank and give it 

mu earnest support. My business in Milwaukee having grown to such proportions that it is necessary for 

me to be personally represented there. My son, Eugene F. Yahr, will retire from the bank here as cashier 

and accept such position. Thanking the patrons of the bank for the confidence given us in the past, I 

respectfully ask them to extend their good will and patronage, which we have so long enjoyed, to the 

new organization.” Also announced that anyone who holds certificates of deposit in the Bank of F.T. 

Yahr that, upon presentation of the same, interest will be paid up to the date of presentation on all 

interest-bearing certificates and new certificates issue by the new bank as organized. 

The village election under the new reincorporation came off Tuesday. There was quite a strife over the 

election of village president between W.F. Luedtke and G.A. Krueger, and E.T. Frank and Ludwig Busse 

over the office of trustee. On Saturday a Democratic cause was held and the following ticket was put in 

nomination: President, W.F. Luedtke; Trustees, G.J. Krueger, Anton Rimpler, E.T. Frank, Fred Sterns, Fred 

Ellinger and Gottlieb Luedtke. Clerk, H.E. Megow; Treasurer, Herman Warnke; Marshal, Ludwig Schmidt; 

Police justice, D.M. Green; village justice, Fred Ellinger; supervisor, Eph. Muller. This ticket was generally 

accepted by the Republicans and the latter did not make any nomination, but concluded, in as much as 

there was no chance to elect anything, to let the matter go by default and vote for whom they pleased. 

Subsequently G.A. Krueger came out and announced himself as an independent candidate for village 

president and Ludwig Busse as a candidate for trustee against E.T. Frank. When the votes were counted, 

it was found that Krueger and Busse both won. The rest of the ticket that was nominated at the caucus 

was elected. 240 votes cast. Krueger won by 47 and Busse by 7. 



May 11, 1893 

As published in our last issue, the private bank of our esteemed townsman Mr. F. T. Yahr has been 

organized as a state bank. The officers of the new bank are F.T. Yahr, president; L.D. Moses, vice 

president; J.E. Leimer, cashier; and the directors are F.T. Yahr, E.D. Morse, Gustav Teske, J.E. Leimer, L.D. 

Moses, Geo. W. Carter and Chas. Cowan. Among the officers and directors are some of the most 

prominent and well-known business men of our town and the neighboring city of Ripon. Mr. F.T. Yahr, 

president, has for eighteen years successfully conducted a banking business, and his integrity and 

business ability is too well known to need any further comment. Mr. L.D. Moses, the vice president, is 

also well known throughout the state as a successful financier, being an officer and director of the 

German National Bank of Ripon, Waupaca County National Bank and the Markesan State Bank. Mr. E.F. 

Yahr, the retiring cashier of the Bank of F.T. Yahr, who has for eleven years managed the bank to the 

entire satisfaction of his many friends, who very much regret his leaving here, will be succeeded by J.E. 

Leimer, who has, for the past six years, been connected with the First National Bank of Appleton, Wis., 

one  of the largest banks in this state outside of Milwaukee. He began at the bottom round of the ladder 

and has steadily advanced to the position he now holds. 

List of all stockholders includes Agnes Muller. 

The new hotel Pfister, at Milwaukee, opened last week. It has cost $1,000,000 and is finished in the 

latest style. 

August Frieman has purchased the Bland property on Howard Street for a home. 

Frank Scovel departed Friday to visit the World’s Fair in Chicago. He is among the first in Princeton to do 

so. 

The Teske Brothers have disposed of the largest portion of the Knapp farm, north of the village, which 

they purchased several years ago. It has been sold off in small lots. 

Last fall A. F. Hennig came to Princeton and commenced the business of marble and granite cutting. By 

dint of energy and fair dealing, he is building up a business which is promising indeed. He has orders for 

grave stones and monument work that will require weeks of hard labor to fill and could give 

employment to more help if he could secure the workers. 

Changes have recently been made in the firm of Teske Brothers. Ed Teske has withdrawn, and the store 

is now in the hands of G. Teske & Son. 

‘Gene Yahr has accepted a lucrative position in Milwaukee. 

George Lawrence has sold his place west of the river to L.W. Dumdie. 

Rumors prevail that a move will be made for a new school house in the near future. The lovers of 

learning in this section embrace such a prospect with trembling misgiving. 

Jake Junker is erecting an excellent residence on his property on the west side, near S.M. Eggleston’s 

residence. 

The saloonist, Young, appears to have departed. 

Chas. T. Dahlke has been carrying on the stock buying and shipping business successfully for some time. 



The village board are agitating the question of building a sewer on the north side of Water street that by 

connections therewith adjoining property could be drained sufficiently. The matter was laid before the 

state board of health, but that organization responded by saying the local board of Princeton had just as 

much right to erect a sewer as the state board. 

Mrs. LC Johnson and daughter Grace have moved into the elegant rooms over Rimpler’s store. Mr. O. S. 

Johnson and wife now occupy rooms over Lichtenberg’s. 

The young men of Princeton have organized a base ball club with Dr. H.L. Straight as manager. 

The question among the faithful of the Democratic party here as to whom should have the post office 

has assumed a phase that develops a considerable factional animosity. Jule E. Hennig has been putting 

in some hard work for the position of postmaster and, we understand, has sent a numerously signed 

petition to headquarters, besides having the influence of Rev. Hoyer and a number of other Lutheran 

ministers working in his behalf. On the other hand Senator Yahr and his friendly adherents are 

antagonizing Hennig’s aspirations in favor of E.T. Frank or some other available man. Matters over this 

vexed question have been pretty warm for some time but finally culminated last Monday evening 

Congressman Wells was summoned from Fond du Lac to come over and put in his say and arrived 

Monday evening. Hennig had summoned his hosts with ballots in their hands, ready to test his strength 

with any antagonist who presented himself. This voting business did not find favor with the Yahr side – 

in the fact the matter of voting for candidates was not the matter for consideration. The parlors of the 

American House were invaded by the contending forces and talking commenced at an early hour in the 

evening. Mr. Hennig’s case was ably pleaded by himself and Rev. Hoyer. They contended that the poor 

people, the common, every day folks of the Democratic persuasion, should have a right to vote in this 

matter, and their ballot should be omnipotent in the settling of this question. These speeches were 

responded to by E.T. Frank, Senator Yahr and the congressman. … Hard blows and telling hits were dealt 

by both sides, and the dirty pool of Democratic politics was stirred to the very bottom. Finally, at a late 

hour and at an opportune moment, W.F. Luedtke poured oil upon the troubled waters by moving that 

the question of appointment of postmaster be left to the state senator and the congressman. The 

proposition was carried by a satisfactory majority and the question brought to a specific understanding 

as to who will select the coming postmaster. But, then, up rises the question as usual: “Who will be our 

next postmaster?” And echo answers: “Who?” 

Tim Paull has raised the roof of Dentist Straight’s office to a height that will correspond with the new 

addition that is being erected. 

AC Harmon, an old Princeton boy and the moving spirit in a large printing establishment in West 

Superior, is back visiting his old friends for a few days. 

Mike Berger gives notice that the ordinance of the village in reference to stock running at large will be 

enforced to the letter. 

May 18, 1893 

History of county officials. 1892 election. 

May 25, 1893 

Conclusion of history of county officials. 



A party was agitating the introduction of electric lights a few days ago. One thing is certain, electric light 

is the cheapest light in the world. The time is not far off when every hamlet, as well as city, will be 

lighted with electric lights. 

We learn that Jacob Messing has disposed of his interest in the brewery to Fred Schendel. 

William Briggs, who for years has been dealing in lumber at Green Lake Station, has purchased Herm. 

Warnke’s lumber interest here in Princeton and will soon move his stock from Green Lake Station to this 

city. 

Last Friday five favorite dogs were poisoned by some person whose presence in our city is not half as 

desirable as one of the dogs. 

Wm Whittemore offers to sell his place on South and Farmer streets, about eight acres with housel 

barn, well and large spring brook running through it. $1000 or $600 down and rest on time. 

June 1, 1893 

Frank Mueller will soon take possession of the stock and move into the drug store lately occupied by the 

late Richard Mueller, deceased. Frank will have splendid quarters there. The splendid suit of rooms over 

the Mueller drug store have been repapered, and last Monday Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mueller took 

possession of them and they will be their future home. 

Agnes Muller starts for Milwaukee on Monday morning. She has accepted a situation as stenographer 

and typewriter for the Chas. Baumbach Company. 

Gard Green is arranging one of the cottages in front of the brewery, recently vacated by Mrs. Johnson, 

with the intention of making it a home for his family, now in Oshkosh, during the summer months. 

Manager Straight went to Ripon Saturday afternoon to purchase catchers’ mittens, bats, balls, etc. for 

the Princeton Blues. 

The fight over the Princeton post office is ended with the selection of E.T. Frank. 

June 8, 1891 

The demand for young pigs and hired girls made the markets lively yesterday. Cattle fair. 

June 15, 1891 

Rumor has it that our new village board are not in accord upon questions that are placed before them 

for official cognizance. Consequently, matters pertaining to the well-being and general welfare of the 

village are not pushed. 

Ed Manthey has commenced the foundation of a new residence on East Main Street. 

The Democratic wrangle over the appointment of E.T. Frank as postmaster culminated Friday evening in 

a meeting. D.M. Green was president. They resolved and protested. An emphatic smile seemed to play 

over the features of Congressman Wells when he was told of the situation. However, it is not our fight. 

Mr. Frank will suit us, and we think he will satisfy a big majority of the patrons of the office. 

Potter of Potter’s Law is mayor of Berlin. 



Thursday, June 22, 1893 

Silverware given away in premiums at Mackowski Brothers. 

Where was Kunz’s park or grove? 

Princeton Blues lose to Montello on the road and Dartford at home. “It looks very much as if the nine 

would be able to compete very successfully with the other nines after they have practiced a short time 

and have become more used to playing together.” 

A dog belonging to Wilbert Mesick, a particular favorite, was poisoned Thursday afternoon, also one 

belonging to Charley Ellinger received a dose. 

A.M. Priske will lay in stock of goods. WHERE? By moving out partitions, Priske has 25 feet more room 

added to his store. 

June 29, 1893 

The “city dads” have seen fit to cut out the trees on the end of the street between Will Yahr’s residence 

and the Congregational church. The trustees claim it is for the purpose of grading the street, so it can be 

used in case the fire engine is needed in that part of the village. They claim by properly grading the 

street it will be in shape to be put to use if necessary. 

Dr. Straight’s new building, which has been under the process of erection, has at last been completed 

and accepted from the hands of Charley Craw, who had the contract to erect it. The lower floor is 

devoted exclusively to the large dental business of Dr. Straight. It is divided up into a reception room, an 

operating room and a room for working. In addition to the fine chair Dr. Straight already possessed, he 

has just purchased another $100 one, so that his assistant, Mr. Brett, will have a chair, and all wanting 

teeth extracted or filled can be promptly waited on. The reception and operating rooms are nicely 

carpeted and well furnished otherwise. Indeed, the establishment is first-class in every particular, and 

cozy and pleasant for those who may be delayed in securing dental services at once. While speaking of 

the building we will remark that the upper rooms will soon become the cozy home of the Republic. They 

have been arranged with that design in view and will make a home where the friends of the Republic 

will always be welcomed at $1.50 a year, or any other condition that suits them. Please call on us 

anyhow.  

Assessor figures: $404,709; $65,998 less than in 1892 

July 6, 1893 

Jacob Messing took possession of the Commercial Hotel on the 1st. 

Ponto Brothers’ harness shop in Green’s building has been having a new front placed therein lately 

which greatly improves the looks of their shop. 

Tim Paull had charge of the moving of our presses and other heavy material into our new quarters. 

Krueger & Muller have recently been enlarging their store room facilities by adding room to the rear of 

the building. This popular firm has been crowded for some time and have been obliged to rent one of 

Megow’s rooms on the opposite side of the street for their large stock of clothing. 



At annual school meeting, Anton Rimpler re-elected clerk. (Julius Hennig is director.) 

Ladies of St. Patrick’s church will hold picnic at Schuetzen Park. Kaster will speak on his trip to Italy. 

Dance and dinner, too. 

July 13, 1893 

Wm. Page has had his cottage home recently embellished with a coat of fresh paint. 

Michael Mueller making progress on new residence. 

The two base ball teams of this place will vie with each other at the base ball park Friday afternoon. 

ET Frank took possession of the post office a week ago Saturday. He has already metamorphosed that 

old building over until it begins to look like a fourth-class paradise as compared with the old trap. … Wit 

the building newly floored, ceiled, etc. and the new case that is soon be placed therein, Ed will fly 

around as frisky as a boy with his first pants. 

Montello votes unanimously to erect $8,000 school house. “We refer to this more particularly to 

illustrate what can be done what they do in other places in behalf of their schools. Montello has an 

excellent school. We need a new school house on grounds more appropriate than are now occupied. 

Semiannual report of Princeton State Bank. 

July 20, 1893 

The merry-go-‘round concern over on the west side was the center of attraction of a hoodlum crowd 

Sunday night. 

C. Piper having his grocery reshingled. 

Frank Mueller has moved his stock of drugs into the fine room once occupied by the late Richard 

Mueller. 

July 27, 1893 

A monkey with a hand organ passed through town last week. 

Carl Bartol has reshingled his house 

Hall has sold the house and lot on the corner of Fulton and Wisconsin streets to Julius Gebhardt. $425. 

Montello defeated Princeton 20-17. 

Work has commenced on the foundation for the new Evangelical church. 

E. T. Frank resigned the American Express Agency at Princeton last week. Company appoints Fred Giese 

as its agent. 

August 3, 1893 

Jule Warnke lost $2.32 by the failure of the Milwaukee National Bank. 



John Cudahy, the great pork dealer went to the wall Monday a ruined man. His millions went out of 

sight in a hurry. The crash carried several other firms down with Cudahy. Pork dropped in a few hours $9 

per barrel – an unprecedented fall in so short a time. 

Piper has had his buildings reshingled and repainted and will have nothing to interfere with his spinning 

yarns and enjoying his cozy shade. 

Again the rumor prevails that a a new building for a bank will be erected ere many moons pass by. This 

is an old chestnut but answers for a wish that it may prove true. 

Dr. Lamke has moved her office into Judge Myer’s building, just east of the judge’s office. This is a more 

convenient location than the one she vacated, the tax of climbing a pair of stairs being most too much 

for many invalids who wished to call upon her. 

Bicycle races are all the rage across the country and in larger cities. The Ripon Cycling Club offered 

$3000 in prizes at its three-day event Aug. 16-18 featuring 25 races. 

Frank Mueller received a brand new parrot a few days ago. 

Topeka, Kansas – Streams of idle miners journey through Kansas bound eastward. “Passenger trains 

frequently have to back out from the stations and run through at full speed to keep the tramps off.” 

Milwaukee has within its corporate limits 15,000 unemployed working people. 

August 10, 1893 

Frank Klawitter appointed under sheriff. 

Some $150,000 of state funds have been caught in broken banks. 

In the stringent times the enterprising men who have built up their cities go to the wall, while the 

money sharks who have put in their lives at croaking and loaning money at the highest rate of interest to 

be had, weather the storm. This is an unhappy arrangement of human affairs. 

In 1857, now Gov. Waite of Colorado was member of Assembly representing Marquette County. His 

“blood up to the bridles” talk has been so widely noticed. 

August 17, 1893 

Last Sunday event Dr. Lamke was the victim of a singular accident. She picked up a piece of a match that 

had been used in lighting a lamp, and after toying with it in her fingers for a moment, placed it 

thoughtlessly to her mouth. A few moments afterward, while talking with those present, some pleasant 

situation in the conversation caused her to laugh quite immoderately, when suddenly, drawing in her 

breath, that match went plunging down the traches toward the lungs. The piece of wood was perhaps 

an inch and a half in length. The doctor soon realized, from the very disagreeable feeling, that 

something must be done, and she must be relieved of that piece of wood. She ordered a carriage and 

was driven to Ripon that night and applied to Dr. Barnes but was told by him that he would prefer not to 

perform a surgical operation of that kind, and was advised to go to Chicago, where a surgeon or 

specialist could relieve her. She returned to Princeton and made preparations to leave Monday evening 

for Chicago. She passed through a number of violent spasms of coughing during the day, and during one 

of these spells Dr. Straight attempted to move the obstacle by striking heavily upon the chest and at last 



succeeded in dislodging the stick and throwing it well up into the traches, until the pain was much 

relieved and the apprehension of immediate dangerous results materially decreased. She took the 

evening train, however, accompanied by Dr. Straight, and arriving at Milwaukee, applied to Dr. Hoyer, so 

well known here in Princeton. A careful examination with instruments revealed the source of the 

trouble, and after manipulating with her throat he moved the stick from the traches and the relief 

sought for was a matter of fact. Dr. Lemke returned Tuesday evening, and it is hoped she will be able to 

attend to her professional duties soon. During her few months sojourn in Princeton she has made many 

friends, and the sympathy manifested n her behalf was universal. Her condition for many hours was 

extremely serious, as the stick was far down toward her lungs and laid partially crosswise of the 

bronchial tube. (Dr. Lamke’s mother and two brothers arrived Monday to see her. They reside near 

Beaver Dam.) 

Dr. Racek returned home from this three-month stay in New York. 

Village board passes ordinance repealing all past ordinances. 

Aug. 24, 1893 

Dr. Straight has received stove and fixtures for the furnace to be placed in the basement of his office 

building. 

During a violent fit of coughing and apparent strangling a day or two ago Dr. Lemke ejected another 

small piece of that match from her lungs. The doctor hopes that her supply of wood in that shape is now 

exhausted. 

Last Thursday and Friday quite a delegation of Princeton people attended the State Wheelmen’s Meet at 

Ripon.  

Long piece from Ripon paper on Chittenden & Morse. 

Aug. 31, 1893 

The North-Western railway is at work erecting an entirely new telegraph line on their road between 

Sheboygan and Princeton. New poles, new insulators and new wire are provided. 

Baker Henning’s chimney burned out this afternoon. 

Krueger & Muller have not only got that addition completed but have the long room crammed with new 

goods. They now occupy 90 feet in length of room and there is no waste room about it, every available 

foot of space being packed with goods of every description that is saleable or likely to be 

Sept. 7, 1893 

Dr. Lemke has submitted to a surgical operation in Chicago and had that piece of match extracted from 

her lungs. The Republic was mistaken in announcing two weeks ago that she had been relieved of that 

piece of a match she had drawn into her lungs. She is now rapidly recovering and will be back in 

Princeton soon. 

The firm of Chittenden, Morse & Co. has been dissolved. It has been in business for many years. As we 

understand it E.D. Morse will carry on the business of buying and selling as heretofore. 



Sept. 14 

It is reported that R.C. Treat, of Meadow Valley, has lost $10,000 worth of cranberries by fire and 

drouth. Mr. Treat will be remembered as formerly a citizen of Princeton. 

Our public-school buildings have been undergoing considerable repairs preparatory to the 

commencement of the fall term Sept. 18, a new floor having been laid in the primary building and the 

walls plastered, while in the stone building the floors have been repairs and new doors and steps put in. 

An addition of 58 books, including Ridpath’s History of the World, has also been added to the library. 

Dr. Lemke returned from Chicago Tuesday. She has so far recovered her health that she hopes to have 

regained her usual strength soon. 

Sept. 21, 1893 

Pastures have dried up to that extent that many farmers have commenced feeding hay to stock. This 

means a long, expensive pull on the winter supplies of feed. 

The village board is doing a good thing at Wilbur Mesick’s corner. They have rebuilt the drain from the 

corner to the river, enlarging it so as to carry off the surplus water from heavy rains. A stone wall is 

being built down next to the river to hold an embankment of dirt so the fire engine can be pushed on 

the dock in case it becomes necessary. 

Carpenters busy on Mr. M. Mueller’s new house on East Water Street. 

Summerfeldt started his new sorghum mill last Thursday.  

We regret to announce that Dr. Lemke is contemplating leaving Princeton very soon, having wound up 

her affairs with that object in view. The unfortunate accident of inhaling that piece of match into her 

lungs a few weeks ago is the cause of serious trouble with her lungs, which are not strong at best. In 

submitting to a surgical operation in Chicago, she of course got rid of the stick, but the excessive 

irrigation produced during the fortnight it was there threatens serious complications, which can be best 

counteracted by entirely suspending her professional business, avoiding care, and seeking a milder 

climate where she will not be subjected to the rigor of a Wisconsin winter. In taking this step she is 

following the advice of high medical counsel. Should the moves Dr. Lemke contemplate prove favorable 

she may return in the future with restored health, and again commence practicing in accordance with 

her chosen profession. 

Sept. 28, 1893 

HE Megow returned from the world’s fair Monday night. He has purchased a new polisher for his art 

gallery and will now make a picture that will shine with a finish more brilliant than ever. 

L.E. Leighton, of Germania, sells barn on property at Farmer and Harvard erected by Mr. Tucker many 

years ago. 

Improvements at Teske & Zierke flouring mill include new flume, deepening mill ditch, new machinery, 

bin capable of holding a thousand bushels of grain. 

Oct. 5, 1893 



Fred Yahr is the owner of a wheel. 

Capt. Mike Garrow towed that whale up from Berlin, and it arrived at the Washington Street dock 

Tuesday. It is a genuine whale, 65 feet in length and weighed about 75 tons. It has been embalmed, but 

the odor is not one of the admirable qualities of the show. But it is certainly worth seeing. Children, 

especially, should see it. The mammoth fish is mounted on an Erie canal boat and is towed to different 

points on river or lake. The proprietors will move from here toward Portage. 

It seems as though Princeton was bound to push ahead if times are a little ‘ard. We have no business 

failures to contend with. Our bank is a sound institution, as firmly backed financially as it can be. We 

confess we feel more than proud of the stability of all kinds of business about Princeton. We march right 

along sturdy in purpose, our merchants paying 100 cents on the dollar, and every business flourishing so 

far as the general stringency will allow. 

The state game wardens warn hunters that it is unlawful to hunt deer or any duck or game bird at night 

time. No more hunting deer by torchlight. (Deer season is a little over four weeks) 

The new firm Frank & Giese opening up a very choice selection of groceries. 

Oct. 5, 1893 - ET Frank moved his stock of groceries into the Schaal block. Today an invoice is being 

taken, and his old clerk, Fred Giese, is taken in as partner. The new firm will be styled Frank & Giese. 

Oct. 12, 1893 

William Page making improvements to house in eastern part of village. Adjoins the new church property 

(Evangelical church) 

Otto Giese & Son have filled up their jewelry store until it looks very fine. They have put in a new 

showcase and also more shelves and have got in a much larger stock of goods. 

Evangelical church at east end of Harvard is nearly enclosed and the steeple, beginning to peer clear 

above the surrounding trees, gives it already a very conspicuous appearance. It will be an attractive 

addition to the public buildings of Princeton.  

A pilgrimage: Wednesday, Oct. 4, the first pilgrimage from Montello arrived here on their way to St. 

Marie. Rev. Y. Lebjecki, with Rev. J. Holzknecht, following the procession of pilgrims. Messrs. M. 

Manthey and T. Sullivan, of this place, were also parties in the pilgrimage. St. Marie is, no doubt, an old, 

venerable landmark. The origin begins in 1670 when Father Allouez erected on the hilltop, opposite the 

famous fountain, the first cross that ever graced this wild western world. The great explorer, Father 

James Marquette, whose statue is reared in Memorial Hall at Madison and in the Capitol at Washington 

arrived at St. Marie on June 17th, 1673, and blessed the historic fountain in honor of the immaculate 

Virgin Mary. This was on his way to find the Mississippi River. The pioneer settlers of Green Lake County 

have ever held the old mission station at St. Marie in great veneration. Many of our old citizens now rest 

in peace midst the shadow of the sacred oaks at St. Marie, but a few are left who can tell us of hardships 

and acts of heroism met with by the founders of St. Marie in the year 1842. Nearly fifty years are past 

and still stands the cozy little brick church of our fathers at St. Marie, like an invincible sentinel on the 

banks of the Fox River. Sacred and ancient memories hover around this historic landmark. Our dead are 

there. The mounds of the mound builders are regarded by us with sacred respect, but the tie that links 

us to our own departed ones, although quite fifty years being weaved by the hand of death, is not 



severed yet, for we yet honor our dead. There they sleep in blessed peace under the venerable oaks on 

the sacred hilltop, close by the banks of the Fox River, where to centuries ago the Christian mission. 

With a little effort this historic spot can become once more a place of prayer and useful recreation to 

the young and old. Children figured largely in this pilgrimage, and they do say this excursion to St. Marie 

was a real good Godsend, and that they enjoyed themselves ever so much, if we except the boat ride. 

Well, children, next time you will have better boats at your serve.  Signed – H. 

Oct. 19, 1893 

Benj. Demell will leave us some time next week for Alabama, where he proposes to spend the balance of 

his life. 

While the whole country nearly is complaining of hard times, we know nothing about that experience. 

Lots of work, high prices for all produce except perhaps wheat, and luckily we don’t depend on that crop 

much. 

The Lutheran church is undergoing a thorough painting. 

Chris Piper neuralgia. 

The German Methodist church is being rapidly pushed to completion. 

John Warnke will move his stock of goods into the building formerly occupied by E.T. Frank the first of 

November. 

Oct. 26, 1893 

Nov. 2, 1893 

The spire of that new church, painted white, looms up high, like a column of beauty. The structure is as 

neat as is can be. 

John Warnke has moved his stock of dry goods into W.F. Luedtke’s block, lately vacated by E.T. Frank. 

Nov. 9, 1893 

Mother of Carl Bartol dies. 

Last Friday fire was discovered burning on the roof of the brewery ice houses, and before anything could 

be done the flames had made such headway that it was seen at once the building was doomed. A 

general alarm soon brought many willing hands to the rescue and finally the fire engine was got into 

position and streams were thrown on the brewery proper, which stood but a few feet from the ice 

houses, and by the most strenuous exertions was saved. … Congregational church on the next lot north 

caught fire on the roof and belfry three times but was saved. Cost of buildings destroyed $2000. 

Just how the Congregational church and also the brewery building could have been saved from 

annihilation at the recent fire if Harvard street had not been opened to the river is an open question. 

Nov. 16, 1893 

Brewery ice houses will be rebuilt. 



We learn that the brewery property has gone into the hands of John Ernst, he stepping down from the 

position of partner to sole owner, Mr. Schendel withdrawing from the business. 

The Evangelist church, newly erected in this village, was duly dedicated last Sunday. The services were 

very interesting. Some seven or eight ministers of the church were present and assisted in the services. 

The meetings opened on Saturday with preaching both afternoon and evening. Services were held in the 

morning, afternoon and evening on Sunday. The edifice was crowded at each service.$500 raised to help 

the church out of debt. 

Odd Fellows of Princeton are collecting items for people of Hurley. 200 families in needy 

circumstances.WJ Mesick’s office 

Nov. 30, 1893 

Bishop Messmer arrived lasts evening and will hold confirmation services at the St Patrick’s church of 

this village today. Some fifteen or twenty will be confirmed. 

Two large boxes of clothing, etc., a bag of beans and a barrel of meat were shipped to the Hurley 

sufferers Tuesday noon. The barrel of meat was a gift of Gus. Krueger. 

Eugene Mueller, of Ripon, walks away from family. 

Dec. 7, 1893 

The M.E. and Congregational congregations held union services on Thanksgiving Day. 

Mr. Goldfuss is opening a jewelry establishment in Schendel’s building. 

Dec. 14, 1893 

Holiday goods at W.F. Viel’s. 

Otto Giese & Son have a fine line of jewelry and silverware. 

Dec. 21, 1893 

Miss Agnes Mueller, of Milwaukee, will spend the holidays with friends in Princeton. 

Frank Borsack, blacksmith, “around the corner” from Republic, which is in Straight’s flatiron building. 

W.J. Mesick has purchased the building he has occupied for years, but on account of a lease made 

previous to the purchase has moved in Green’s block and rented the place he occupied. That stream of 

patronage that was always flowing to his corner can now head for Green’s block. … H.E. Tucker moves 

his barber shop into rooms previously occupied by Mesick’s machine shop. 

Fred Caldwell is erecting a building for a photographic gallery on Short Street, just north of Dr. Racek’s 

residence. Fred has had to buffet snow storms, blizzards, rain and cold weather since he has 

commenced work on the building. 

Dec. 28, 1893 – No paper due to holidays. 

-- 



‘1894 - 

Jan. 4, 1894 

Princeton State Bank listing runs weekly. Officers: F.T. Yahr, president; L.D. Morse, vice president; J.B. 

Leimer, cashier. DiDecrectors: FT Yahr, ED Morse, Gustav Teske, L.D. Morse, George W. Carter, Chas. 

Cowan and J.E. Leimer. Stockholders: FT Yahr, F.E. Clark, E.T. Frank, G.A. Krueger, E.R. Smith, Geo. W. 

Carter, W.F. Luedtke, Chas. T. Dahlke, A.H. Myers, F.J. Yahr, H.L. Straight. Chas. Cowan, G.H. Holliday, 

E.D. Morse, H.K. Priest, Dr. G.J. Racek, Gustav Teske, L.D. Moses, J.E. Leimer, J.H. Burns, Lueck & 

Manthey, Agnes Muller, A.H. Bischley, E.F. Yahr. Capital stock, $30,000. 

Jan. 11, 1894 

Carl Bartol has gone to Minnesota to remain for the time being. 

A charge of using abusive language to a lady member of the church was brought against the Polish 

Catholic priest here a short time ago. The charge was not sustained and that ended the matter. The 

priest will leave here soon, however. 

Tramps notes 

Jan. 18, 1894 

It is announced Father Lopatto, formerly of South Bend, Indiana has been appointed pastor of the Polish 

congregation at Princeton. 

A petition was circulated last week praying the school board to allow an evening school for the study of 

German to be held in the school house. We understand that afterwards a remonstrance against the 

petition being granted was circulated. The matter now remains for the school board to decide. 

New art gallery. Fred Caldwell. Studio on Short Street. Holly Portrait Company. 

Jan. 25, 1894 

Bicycles will be thrown on the market much cheaper than ever before the coming year. 

Princeton good, cheap place to live 

Wm. Whittemore buys Green residence on Farmer Street, opposite brewery, now occupied by Sam 

Stimson. 

Within three days Frank Yahr has unloaded 200,000 feet of lumber from the cars at his yards near the 

depot. Frank is a heavy dealer in lumber. … One of the freight cars ran off end of track west of depot due 

to miscalculation in switching, came near careening over. 

Feb. 1 

We understand that Otto Goldfuss has bought Swanke’s brick block on Water Street. 

Annual meeting state board of health in Madison, board decided that, considering the prevalence of 

smallpox in Chicago, and as a measure of prevention against the disease, all school children in the state 

are to be vaccinated, and orders to that effect are to be issued soon. 



Feb. 1, 1894 - Rumor has it that Ed Reitz has purchased the J. Graff business block on Water Street 

Once more the engine house will be used for school purposes. There has been a lack of school room for 

some time, and the board have secured the engine house in which to hold another department. Miss 

Edith Long will be the teacher. 

Attorneys Frank E. Clark and Rob Wilde 

German Congregational Churh to install new pastor, Rev. P. Korn, next Sunday. 

The Princeton Recreation Club forms with 20 charter members: Frank W. Teske, president; W.J. Yahr, 

vice president; J.E. Leimer, secretary; F.E. Yahr, treasurer. Executive committee: Frank W. Teske, H.L. 

Straight, Wm. Whittemore, Ed Manthey, W.J. Mesick. Committee on Rules and Regulations: R.W. Wilde, 

Otto Maulick and J.H. Hall.  

Another Polish wedding in paper. 

Feb. 8, 1894 

John Ades, the poultry man of Marquette, attended the fair yesterday. John informs us that he has 

shipped about 15,000 pounds of poultry from the Princeton station to Boston within the last month.’ 

There are a good many people who question the propriety of indiscriminate vaccination. 

Ladies social club officers. 

The installation of the Rev. P. Korn took place at the German Congregational church last Sabbath. 

Feb. 8, 1894 – We publish without solicitation a call for a special meeting to be held at the stone school 

house on the 15th of this month. The matters to be brought before the meeting are of unusual interest, 

to wit: To provide suitable facilities for the education of our youth. It is hardly necessary to state that 

the Republic is in hearty and cordial accord with such a move. We need a larger school yard; we need 

better and more complete buildings. In fact, more room we must have. We await the action of the 

meeting with much solicitude and hope a move may be inaugurated that will result in the erection of a 

school house that will be an ornament to our beautiful village, and, more than all, a complete temple of 

learning for the education of our youth. Let there be a general turnout to the school meeting. 

Feb. 8, 1894 – Hon. F.T. Yahr was a passenger bound for Milwaukee on the Monday morning train. 

Feb. 8, 1894 – The yacht Kittie Clyde, a pretty little steamer built by Dr. Straight and John Hall this 

winter, passed down street Tuesday to the boat house and will be launched when navigation opens. It’s 

a beauty. 

Feb. 8 or Feb. 15 1894 

Lillian Huff, county school superintendent, report to county board: Princeton, Manchester, Brooklyn and 

Marquette have withheld the money allowed for the purchase of books. In this matter Princeton is the 

banner town of the county. They have 213 volumes in the district school libraries. The other towns have 

done well too. The books are used to a great advantage in the hands of the teacher for aid in instruction; 

in the hands of the child for its training in formation, cultivations of a taste for good reading; in the 

hands of parents and citizens it does all this and much more.  



Feb. 15, 1894 

Business - Phil Byrns has purchased the grocery, crockery and glassware stock, good will, etc. of WF Viel. 

… Mr. Viel has been six years in the business. 

Teachers Examinations: Program of work includes Arithmetic, Orthoepy, US Constitution, S Constiution, 

Theory and Art, Orthography the first day. The second day: History, Physiology, Penmanship, Grammar, 

Reading, Geography. 

Feb. 22, 1894 

Business - WF Luedtke has sold the property just east and adjoining his brick block to John Radke. John 

will move is saloon therein. This is another recent important deal in real estate in this village. 

The telephone line between Princeton, Germania, Montello and the Nee-pee-nauk Club House has been 

re-built with good heavy wire. This is a fine improvement. … The new wire is a good heavy steel wire, it 

having been demonstrated that copper is too brittle in this cold country. 

Jule Hennig says he will carry the new school house project through if he has to do all the work himself. 

Jule’s head is level. 

Carl Barthol returned from St. Paul last Saturday, where he has been visiting with a brother for a few 

weeks. 

Feb. 22, 1894 – “The School District Meeting: The meeting called to meet last Thursday evening to 

consider the question of additional room for school purposes, and other improvements in that direction, 

was largely attended. The meeting opened with the question of enlarging our present stone structure 

but did not seem to strike the popular chord. G.A. Krueger and Martin Manthey finally seemed to meet 

the spirit of the majority of the meeting when they suggested that a new building be built, something 

suitable to our wants and tastes. These suggestions were supplemented by a move by H.L. Straight that 

we erect a building not exceed in cost $10,000. This move was received with a good deal of favor, and a 

vote by ballot being ordered, the motion was carried by 78 to 62. A committee of six to act in 

conjunction with the school board was then selected, consisting of Gus. Teske, G.A. Krueger, H.K. Priest, 

E.D. Morse, W.F. Luedtke and E.T. Frank.” Agreed to meet in two weeks to hear committee’s report. J.E. 

Hennig, director, and Anton Rimpler, clerk. They and committee went to Ripon on the following 

Saturday to inspect the Ceresco high school building of that city and returned favorably impressed. “We 

await with some anxiety the report of the committee and hope their plans will prove feasible and be 

received with the general sanction of the people, and we must confess that is the way it now looks. In 

the mean time let everyone work with a will to consummate this most laudable undertaking.” 

March 1, 1894 

The manufacture and use of bicycles is given as one of the main reasons why horses are now so cheap, 

cheaper than they have been for forty years. The same cause is assigned for the decrease, about thirty 

percent, in the manufacture of buggies and other vehicles. In the large cities a number of persons who 

have abandoned the use of horses and buggies and taken to bicycles is something surprising, and in the 

number old and young alike are included. 

The Kickapoos are drawing good crowds at Turner Hall. 



Cattle fair: Scores of farmers were looking for hired help yesterday. Both male and female help are in 

demand. 

RG Williams of Manchester brought a load of wool to Princeton Tuesday which was sold to E.D. Morse. 

Morse holds the Princeton wool market up to figures as good if not a little ahead of any market in this 

part of the state. 

A building is about completed over in the west part of the village to be used as a home for paupers. It is 

26x30 feet in size. (Care for poor is part of license fees and separation debate.) 

MARCH 15, 1894 –  $10,000! The new school house appropriation – Voted by a big majority 

The school meeting last Thursday night was an unqualified success, and the result was worthyu of 

enthusiastic congratulations. Three weeks previous to the last meeting a ten thousand dollar 

appropriation was voted, but there were defects in the call for the meeting and technical defects in the 

proceedings that jeopardized the possible result to an extent that it was thought best to call another 

meeting and put the matter in a shape that would put the question beyond a doubt. There was a strong 

antagonism to the project of voting $10,000, but committees were appointed of men who were equal to 

the emergency and last Thursday night, the time appointed to test the matter, result in a verdict that 

threw the friends of a new school house into wild enthusiasm. The meeting first met at the stone school 

house, and after being called to order by school director Hennig, the proceedings of the last meeting 

were read and approved. G.A. Krueger then made a motion, on account of the great numbers, to 

adjourn to Turner Hall, where there was room sufficient. The motion was carried. The crowd, which 

more than tested the capacity of the school room to hold them, repaired to the hall. Even the hall was 

completely filled. Order being restored, E.T. Frank, one of the committee of six appointed at the 

previous meeting, mounted the rostrum and explained many things where the opposition to the project 

had proven themselves lame in their efforts to defeat the move. Many of their statements were proven 

false in fact and representation. He brought figures and cold facts to bear on the case that silenced to a 

great extent the opposition that had been made so much of a bugaboo over the taxes likely to incur. The 

sense of the meeting being taken favorably, J. Wm. Worm then addressed the audience in German. His 

speech was a good one. He struck from the shoulder in favor of the new project and created a furor of 

enthusiasm by his pointed remarks. The speaking being ended, a vote for the appropriation was then 

ordered, which resulted in 269 ballots being cast, and a majority of 101 votes were in favor of ten 

thousand dollars as a fund for building a new school house. The result was received with deafening 

shouts, and for a few moments the scene was too wild to consider the question of order. However, the 

people finally cooled off enough to vote for a sight. First vote to be cast for a park, and in case a second 

vote was required, to be cast for Martin Manthey’s residence property, a third to be cast for the 

Leighton property opposite the park, and the fourth for the public square. The first vote for the park 

came out with one hundred and thirty-six majority, which settled the question at once, and the park was 

the place selected. As the meeting adjourned the brass band was at the door of the hall, and the music 

and congratulations and cheering and fire works and procession were in order. A few ladies were 

enthused to such an extent that they marched in the procession around the park. The festivities were 

kept up to a late hour. Matters are being arranged as fast as possible to enter upon the work of erecting 

the temple of learning as soon as possible. Yesterday the terms of leasing the park for 99 years were 

duly entered into, the town by the arrangement securing a title to the present school grounds for future 



purposes. Of course opposition talk is kept up by a few who were apparently born to oppose public 

school projects, but it will prove futile in the end.” 

March 15, 1894 – Bids for the school loan bonds will be received at the office of E.D. Morse, or 

correspond with E.T. Frank, secretary of the school committee. These bonds run from one year up to ten 

and are as good in every respect as government bonds. The total amount of bonds for sale is $9,000, to 

be paid in nine equal annual payments. Subscription list now open. 

March 15, 1894 – The school committee met last (Wednesday) evening and made a permanent 

organization by the election of Gustav Teske as chairman and E.T. Frank as secretary. Committees were 

formed and assigned to visit Omro’s high school building; purchase foundation stone; look up brick 

contract; loan and freights. “The meeting was a success and showed a determination to get right down 

to business.” 

March 15, 1894 –Jake Yunker went over to Waupun Saturday. 

The school children have been receiving vaccination, in a most desultory way. By this time the most of 

them are vaccinated. 

Business – AF Hennig has leased ground of the railroad company and commenced the erection of a 

building to carry on his business of stone cutting. The building he is erected is located west of John 

Pahl’s premises. 

Wm. F. Viet has finally disposed of his stock of goods to John Wegel, of Fond du Lac. A brother-in-law of 

Mr. W., named Warren, has charge of the concern. 

Tim Paull will soon commence to move E.D. Morse’s residence back to give room for that new mansion, 

which will soon be in progress of erection E.D. will have a magnificent home when completed. 

Paragraph about benefits of improving roads. 

The beautiful new church of the Evangelical association is being papered in tasteful shape. 

Business - Ground will be broken for the erection of that magnificent addition to the American House as 

soon as the weather settles. 

Business - It is rumored that by a recent deal Jacob Messing comes into possession of the Schendel 

property on the west side and Schendfel comes again in possession of the property now occupied by Mr. 

Messing. 

March 22, 1894 – 

Business – The work of excavating for the foundation of the new addition to the American House 

commenced Monday. … That American House will soon reach the dimensions of a traveling man’s 

palace if Landlord Priest keeps on at the present rate. … The addition to the American House will be 20 

feet in front and 116 feet in depth. It will project five feet farther than the main building, and the front 

or street entrance will be on the west side of this projection. Plate glass will adorn and set off to 

advantage and complete the front. The design of the building is very fine and the arrangement in 

connection with the other building will be complete. Arrangements are contemplated to heat the hotel 

by furnace. 



E.D. Morse’s home will soon be moved to the back end of his lot to make room for that elegant 

residence he is about to erect. 

Gus Krause has purchased the house that was formerly owned and occupied by Jacob Messing, opposite 

the brewery. 

Business – Jule Hennig will soon put a brand new stock of groceries into his room lately occupied by W.F. 

Viel. 

Entertainment Long piece about the Russell quartette. 

JP Schneider visits from his home in Oshkosh. 

Business – There will be about forty thousand dollars put into the erection of new buildings here in 

Princeton this season. How is that for a boom? 

Paragraph about election right men to village office to continue village’s progress. 

Business – Julius Buckholz, a former businessman of Ripon, is the man who will place a new stock of 

groceries in the rooms being fitted for that purpose in WJ Mesick’s building. Mr. Buckholz has purchased 

the small stock of Mr. Weigel. … Later spelled Buchholz. 

The school board and members of the new school building committee have been staking the grounds 

this week designating the spot where the new edifice wills stand. 

March 29, 1894 

There is no office higher than that of a teacher of youth. 

Princeton should petition and appeal strongly to the railroad company to put up a $10,000 building on 

their property in this village. They have used the old rookery long enough. The village is putting on airs 

now and is ashamed of the old shanty the railroad company dignify with the name of “station.” 

A song service at the ME Church Sunday evening was cut short by the alarm of fire given about eight 

o’clock. The evening services at the Congregational church were also cut short from the same cause. .. 

About a quarter after eight o’clock last Sunday evening Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tucker returned to their 

residence on Farmer Street just north of the railway after an absence since about eleven o’clok in the 

forenoon. Mr. Tucker unlocked the front door, and as he opened it a heavy volume of smoke came 

puffing into his face. The building was on fire. Mr. Tucker raised the alarm and commenced pulling out 

his household goods, and with the assistance of neighbors and friends saved most of his effects. Hoever, 

many articles of clothing and other things were lost. How the fire originated is a mystery. There was no 

fire in the stoves since noon. The building belonged to the Wm. Sweet estate and was worth perhaps 

$400. It was fully insured. For a time, streaks of sparks from the burning building dropped onto Mr. Gus 

Teske’s residence and barn and Mr. Tim Paull’s buildings to an extent that required close watching, 

although nearly a block distant. The firemen turned the hose on the buildings and wet them down 

thoroughly. 

Occasionally an old build is moved that has a history that becomes interesting when back pages are 

searched reaching thirty of forty years. For instance: The E.D. Morse residence that has been moved 

back to make room for a new and much more modern style of residence has stood there for over 40 



years. Could the old house speak it could tell many a quaint story of the early days. It was erected by 

Ferdinand Durand, the first Princeton merchant, about the year 1851. Durand was an early justice of the 

peace, and the west wing of the house served as his office. Here the law was propounded to contending 

factions who came from as far west as the region of Plainfield. This was part of the “wild and wooly 

west” in those days, and the records show that there were rough cases came before the law dispensers 

and justice pronounced through the mazy evidence of some mighty lofty swearing. The old land mark 

finally changed hands and was owned by several parties. Somewhere about 1867 Enos Moe became the 

owner. He died in the old house, but it remained in the hands of the family up to 1881 or ’82. From this 

date its history can be traced by the younger generation who have come on to the active stage of life 

here. – following week, in unsigned note to editor: “The old homestead in those days was considered 

large enough to accommodate several boarders, among whom was the present governor of Colorado, 

the Flint brothers, who with R.C. Treat laid out and platted the addition on the west side of the river that 

ears their names. The writer well remembers the first circus, June and Maybee’s, that exhibited here 

forty years ago. A part of the performers took up quarters in this same old homestead. 

The material for Mr. Morse’s new dwelling is arriving. Brick and stone and stone are being unloaded 

from the cars daily. 

JC Thompson moving to Oshkosh. 

The funds for building the new school house are secured and everything is shaping for an early start at 

its erection It will be pushed to completion as to be used the coming fall. 

April 5, 1894 

Town election: Town residents opposed county decision to erect $600 poor house by large majority. It is 

claimed the law was not complied with in the erection of that building, that an appropriation had not 

been voted on by the people and the board overreached its powers. … M. Manthey, the last chairman of 

the board of supervisors, and Mr. D.M. Green, the last clerk, both of them conspicuous in the matter of 

the erection of the building, were both swamped under the votes of those who protested against this 

kind of work. The result of the election was the selection of W.J. Mesick for chairman by 32 majority, the 

first Republican chairman elected for 12 years. 

April 5, 1894 

Excavation of ground for the new temple of learning is now being rapidly pushed. The Konke boys are 

drawing big loads of stone and rapidly piling them up to use in the foundation of the new school 

building. 

The whale boat that visit Princeton last summer has laid at Portage all winter. It is now about ready to 

start down the Wisconsin. 

Fox River gets $37,500 out of the government appropriation. 

April 5, 1894 - And now another old land mark is being moved to give room for a new bank building, we 

understand. The one referred to is the building lately vacated by J.C. Thompson, who has until recently 

occupied the same as a general store. This building was built in 1849 by Stacy & Harmon, the former a 

carpenter, the latter an Indian trader. When the edifice was completed Mr. F. Durand purchased the 

same and removed his stock of goods from Hustisford to this place, being the first store in Princeton. 



The first article sold was a plush cap, $1.25, to C. Boylan. Years afterwards Durand sold out to Luce & 

Knapp. Since then John Henks, Knapp & Rawson, Philo M. Knapp, Loomis Bros. S.M. Eggleston and, for 

several years owned and occupied by John Hennig as bakery and dwelling, it finally fell into the hands of 

the present owner, E.D. Morse, who now is moving the same to his lot on Main Street. 

April 12, 1894 

MC Russell contemplates move to Berlin. 

Business - Artist Caldwell is now erecting rooms to live in in the rear of his art gallery. 

Business – Henry Rose is the owner of a hot-house and now talks of potatoes and other vegetables up 

and growing finely. 

Business – Our groceryman Julie Buchholz, our live groceryman, will deliver goods to any part of the 

village free of charge. 

Larry Cotter has moved into the JC Thompson residence south of the brewery. 

Those who have had the pleasure of inspecting the architect’s design of E.D. Morse’s new home 

pronounced it very fine. The stone foundation of the building has been commenced. 

HK Priest and school clerk Rimpler were at Jefferson the latter part of last week. We understand they 

bought the brick for the hotel addition and the new school building. 

Business – W.J. Mesick, having put in a splendid front well-lighted, in the room occupied by H. Buchholz 

will put the same kind of a front in Harry Tucker’s barber shop. It will not only make the whole building 

look better but will prove more valuable to the occupants on account of the additional light. 

April 19, 1894 

The walls on E.D. Morse’s residence are so far up as to give a person an idea of the elegance of what his 

future home will be. 

Capt. Straight’s steam yacht, Kitty Clyde, made a trial trip up the river and back Monday evening. She 

runs like a daisy and with a speed that was delightful. It has since made several trips. 

Business - April 19, 1894 - New bank building – And still the improvements go on. The next on the 

schedule of fine buildings that are to be reared in Princeton is the new bank building, the erection of 

which will soon be an accomplished fact. The structure will stand just west of F.T. Yahr’s building, so long 

used as a business block. The new home for the bank will be 22x50 feet in size and two stories high. The 

front will be fine. Duck Creek stone of a beautiful brownish cast, and St. Louis pressed brick will be the 

material used. The finest plate glass, mirror like in its beauty, will be set in front, and the entrance to the 

business rooms will be on the west corner of the front and on the east corner will be the entrance to a 

fine iron spiral stairway leading to the upper floor. These entrances will be under heavy arches of stone 

work, the designs of the arches presenting a substantial appearance but in exquisite taste. Architectural 

designs will surmount the top of the front over the east entrance, and a tower, complete in architectural 

appearance, will finish off the top over the west entrance. The building will present the finest 

appearance of any building in this part of the state. The inside fixtures and finish will be of cherry and 

very fine. The excavations for the foundations are now in progress and the erection and completion of 



this structure will be a matter of but a few months and will be a magnificent and palatial home for one 

of the most substantial banks in the state. 

School board issues call for bids. Two options – Committee supplies all materials; or contractor furnishes 

all materials except water, sand, brick, stone and heating apparatus. (which school district already 

bought). Bids due by 2 p.m. Monday, April 30. 

April 26, 1894  

Business - The masons have commenced laying stone for the foundation of the new bank building. 

Three performing bears appeared on our streets Friday last. They each had an Italian employed to wait 

on them. (They had been kicked out of Berlin.) 

Church – Another pilgrimage will be made to St. Marie under the auspices of Rev. Holzknecht, of 

Montello, May 14th. It is reported that records have been found claiming the establishment of a Catholic 

church or congregation at St. Marie as early as 1673 by an early missionary. Whether the report will 

prove a mere tradition or myth we know not, but it seems enough evidence exists to establish a 

recognition of the spot where Indians worshipped at that early date. A scrap of history that will show a 

little more light on this subject would be interesting reading. Be that as it may, a pilgrimage was made to 

the spot last year and another will be made this season upon May 14th. 

Business – HK Priest has concluded to change the front of the new part he is now adding to the 

American House, and instead of it protruding into the street some six feet, as the first plans called for, 

will build the front just even with the rest of the building. This is the correct thing to do. Its protruding 

into the street as first contemplated was offensive in appearance to those above or below on the street 

and was strongly objected to. Mr. Priest has wisely, we think, yielded to the urgent request of friends 

and shape the front as to meet their objections. The later plan will certainly prove the best, the design 

more nearly meeting the good taste exhibited in the erection of the building. 

Dr. N. McConnell, we learn, will soon establish himself as a physician at this place. The doctor has many 

acquaintances here who will be glad to have home become a citizen of Princeton. He is the son of 

Thomas McConnell, of Brooklyn, and was born, we believe, in that town. 

Business – Princeton is to have a potato warehouse. ED Morse, our heavy buyer of produce, will have a 

warehouse ready the coming fall for the storage of potatoes, ample enough to store all the potatoes 

that can be brought to this excellent market.  … The raising of potatoes in this section of Wisconsin is 

proven to be the best money-making crop that can receive the attention of the farmer. This is the surest 

crop and a crop best suited to our sandy soil. 

May 3, 1894 

Business – The boiler for furnishing the hot water for heating the American House and for other 

purposes was placed in the new cellar yesterday. 

Business - The contract for erecting the bank building has been let to Joseph Hatter of Fond du Lac. The 

building will be pushed to completion as rapidly as possible. 

The rooms in Ed Reetz’s building, just west of Jule Hennig’s place, are being fitted up to use as an office 

by Dr. McConnell. (story originally said Ponto instead of Reitz, but paper corrected following week) 



May 3, 1894 - School – Monday last the committee having the matter in charge opened the bids made 

for the erection of the new school house when it was found Gus. Krause was the man. We are glad the 

job goes to a home man and hope Gus will do well. … Failed to show. 

Markham’s Ole Olson’s Troubles Company coming to Turner Hall. … “the best of the Swedish comedy 

dramas now playing throughout the country.” Swedish immigrant learning the ways and language of 

America. 

May 10, 1894 

Gollmar Bros. Circus, new colossal shows of Chas. S. Hall 

Markham’s comedians failed to show. 

Woodman of the World form here. 

Annual meeting of Princeton State Bank: L.D. Moses becomes president; Elmer D. Morse, vice president; 

J.E. Leimer, cashier. Yahr gone. 

Death of DM Green, heart disease. Obit next week.police justice 

Historical scraps of St. Marie – By Rev. Holzknecht 

May 17, 1894 

The stone masons commenced laying the foundation for the new school house last Tuesday. 

OH Lichtenberg and Carl Barthol went over beyond Neshkoro last Saturday and whipped the trout 

streams until they had strung 126 of the speckled beauties. 

Martin Manthey will build dock at St. Marie before next pilgrimage. 

NOTE: Marion E. Lamke, MD, opened practice in Princeton in 1893 but gave it up in fall due to ill health. 

Married George H. Holliday, of the American House. 

Pilgrimage to St. Marie: The pilgrimage to St. Marie, under the auspices of the Catholics of Montello and 

Princeton which was organized last year, was repeated last Monday. Many came from Montello and 

Neshkoro and visited the famous spring on the opposite side of the river, claimed to have been blessed 

by Father Marquette in 1673. There is a purpose in establishing these pilgrimages. It has been the design 

of the leading Catholics in this Bishoprick to establish a home for superannuated priests, those 

incapacitated for further duties by old age or physical troubles, and who are without relatives or friends 

to aid or care for them. And the project of making an asylum for such men, especially those having no 

home elsewhere, has been so far entertained that negotiations for property contiguous to the old 

church building have been opened, and the home will ultimately be furnished. The assemblage was 

addressed by Rev. Hollznecht, of Montello, and Rev. Geiger, of Neshkoro. A short service of prayer was 

held at the church during the hours the pilgrims were there. About eleven o’clock the steamer Fashion, 

of Berlin, arrived in Princeton with some 200 excursionists. This excursion was given under the auspices 

of St. Michael’s church in Berlin and expected to land at St. Marie but were unable to effect a landing on 

account of the lack of dockage facilities, hence the excursionists proceeded up the river and landed at a 

Princeton dock. After disembarking the excursionists formed in procession and headed by a band of 

music that accompanied the excursionists marched to the Polish Catholic Church, where short services 



were held, conducted by Rev. Lopatto of this place, and Rev. Morzsjewski, of Berlin. The day at St. Marie 

as well as at this place, proved an eventful one for the members of the Catholic congregations in this 

section of country. It is estimated that nearly a thousand people were present at St. Marie. 

May 24, 1894 

All citizens, organizations and school children are requested to meet at Tuner Hall at 1:30 p.m. 

Decoration Day, where appropriate exercises will be held. After the exercises a procession will be 

formed and march to the cemetery in the following order: GAR, IOOF, Turners, school children, citizens. 

Please bring flowers. Immediately after decorating the graves the procession will march back to the 

park, where the corner stone to the new school house will be laid. 

Snow on May 18th breaks many tree limbs. 

May 31, 1894 

When the bicycle craze dies out thousands of fathers will be happier than they are now. 

The brick is now being laid on the second story of the American House addition. 

Opposite the American House is the place where our live groceryman Julius Buchholz selling groceries 

and crockery ware very cheap. 

Business – Martin Manthey says he is now in the egg business exclusively. 

The roof on E.D. Morse’s new residence is put on. The building being up, an idea can be formed of its 

dimensions and its shapely elegance. It will be finished in fine style. 

Decoration Day … The order of the program being ended at the hall, the citizens repaired to the park 

and there witnessed the ceremony of laying the corner stone of our new temple of learning. Prayer was 

offered by Rev. Cooper and then came another short address from F.L. Selden, his vigorous remarks 

proving an interesting part of the ceremony. The clerk of the school board, Anton Rimpler, then read a 

list of articles deposited in the corner stone, and school director Jule Hennig then putting them in place, 

the stone was sealed with proper ceremony. The Republic will give the list deposited next week, as well 

as many other items connected therewith, our time and space being limited. The school children san the 

“Battle Cry of Freedom” and the ceremony closed by the assemblage singing “America.” 

June 7, 1894 

Business - The bricklayers are nearing the completion of their work on the American House addition. 

Jas. H. Davidson, Oshkosh, very sick, appendicitis. 

Catholic Citizen: At St. Marie, Wis., there is a spring supposed to have been blessed by Father Marquette 

in 1673. It is hoped to establish a home for worn out and superannuated priests at this point. 

Brief about photos taken at laying of corner stone. 

Attorney Frank E. Clark representing Princeton IOOF in Green Bay. 

Judge Myers ill. Sees Ripon doctor. 



History of GAR post. (Says formed Oct. 8, 1886, with 21 charter members) 

June 14, 1894 

List of corner stone items has not run yet, paper still waiting for it. 

Business – A heavy cap stone weighing some 4,000 pounds, was put in place over what will be the large 

plate glass window in the front of the new bank building today.  … The laying of the stone front of the 

bank building was well under way last Saturday and began to show the outline and effect which will  be 

apparent when completed. 

Business – The brick work at the new addition to the American House was about completed Saturday. 

On Monday that bay window and the tower and flag staff were full under way in the line of erection. 

The work at the school building is progressing rapidly and it will soon begin to show its outlines boldly 

and give us an idea as to what a beautiful temple of learning we will have. Scores watch the work with 

immense interest every day. It will prove a delightful epoch in our history when the bell tolls the hour 

for our children to assemble and commence study in this new mansion of learning the first time. 

 

June 21, 1894 

Notice to all saloon keepers from H.E. Megow, village clerk: License applications due June 28. 

Contents of box in school house corner stone: proclamation signed by school board, school building 

committee, village board, attorney, etc.; coins donated – 1892 Columbian half, 1893 quarter, 1893 five 

cent, 1893 penny, 1832 five cent, by J.E. Leimer; 1862 25-cent paper shin plaster by G.A. Krueger; 1862 

nickel penny by H.L Straight; 1858 penny by F.W. Teske; 1882 Canada penny by Mrs. C. Demell; other 

donations – 1894 Coxey Badge by H.K. Priest, card of US postage by FW Teske, E.T. Frank, Postmaster, 

and Miss Nora Sullivan, assistant postmaster; picture of old school house, copy of petition of school 

board to village board, copy of resolutions, copy of election tickets, by H.E, Megow; List of teachers, 

pupils and graduate of school May 30, 1894; Princeton Republic, March 15th, 1894, containing 

proceedings pertaining to new school house. List of town officers. List of county officers. 

June 28, 1894 

List of students who received diplomas at the examination of June 4-5. 

The stone and brick work on the basement of the new school house is completed so that the joists fro 

the floor were put in place last week. 

Business – Dinner on the Fourth of July served in the Messing building, opposite Schaal’s hardware by 

the ladies of the ME Church. 

Business – The large plate glass for the new addition to the American House got here Friday. 

Bricklaying above the stone work commenced on the school house Wednesday. President W.F. Luedtke 

laid the first brick. He performed the work with dignity, mechanical precision and about a keg of beer 

before he got the job off his hands. 



Aug. Ponto home on East Water Street. 

Business – The front of the new bank building is so far completed as to bring the original design of the 

architect into bold relief. It is a grand addition to the architectural improvements of our village, in fact, 

the design far exceeding anything in that line in this section. It will soon be surmounted with the tower 

and other ornamental work that adds to its completeness of finish. 

In looking through E.D. Morse’s new residence, now in process of completion, one is truck forcibly with 

the air of elegance and comfort that shows itself in its construction. The rooms are large and airy, the 

cool grates will give an air of enjoyment and comfort. Ample bath rooms are provided, and there will be 

closets and nooks. The stairways are elegantly designed that lead to the second floor, and that floor is 

shaped into comfortable and elegant apartments. Indeed, from the basement where will be the furnace 

fixtures of the most modern construction, to the very attic, the building could not well be improved in 

design. 

Assessor figures: Town – real estate 1894:  $153,850; Village - $126,670. Total - $280,520. Town – 

personal, 1894 $37,355; village $92,405. Total. 129,760. Grand total: $410,380. Last year’s assessment 

$04,699. Total increase over 1893 - $5,581.  440 persons on the personal property roll. 

July 5, 1894 

Village publishes ordinance “providing for and regulating the manner of caring and providing for the 

support of the poor of the village of Princeton.”  … “All moneys derived from licenses granted by the 

Village Board of said Village of Princeton for the sale of strong, spirituous, malt, ardent or intoxicating 

liquors therein shall be kept separate from other moneys by the village treasurer of said village, and 

shall be applied solely to defraying the expenses of the support of the poor therein, so far as is 

necessary for theft purpose, and the residue shall go to the general fund.” 

The third pilgrimage to St. Marie by the Catholics of this section occurred last Monday. In conformity 

with the general outline of the program, services were held at St. Patrick’s church in the forenoon, and 

the congregation was addressed by Rev. Kaster of Shawano, so well and favorably known here a few 

years ago. Rev. Kaster being obliged to leave on the noon train his speaking at St. Marie was out of the 

question. Those congregated there were addressed by Revs. Goebel of Ripon and Lopatto of the Polish 

Catholic congregation of Princeton. The occasion was a pleasant one. 

Editorial about “how necessary it is to put our best foot forward. The above ideas suggest themselves 

while considering how under heaven any gentleman or man of taste can drive into Princeton from 

Dartford or Markesan on their first visit and not receive a first impression that is offensive to him. Those 

unearthly piles of sand, called our “Public Square,” ought to be obliterated from the sight of man. It is a 

hideous offense to let it remain in the condition it is now. Every board of trustees elected for years have 

to ignore their sense of good taste when this matter is referred to, or they would have made some move 

toward improving it and putting it in shape. A commencement is a small matter. 

There was never a more harmonious school meeting convened than was held at the stone school house 

last Monday evening. The reports of both treasurer and clerk were accepted without a word of 

comment or question. The usual nine months of school was recommended. Money is in the treasurer’s 

hands sufficient to open the new year without voting a tax. H.H. Harmon was elected district treasurer 

for the ensuing three years without a dissenting vote. In fact, the building of the new school house has 



united our people on school matters until there is practically no opposition in anything pertaining to 

school matters, and it is well. It is a condition of affairs pleasing to contemplate, and shown that so far 

as educational influences are concerned Princeton stands at the head of the list, and will stand there 

until we build up the best school in Green Lake County. 

2nd annual report of Princeton State Bank. 

July 12, 1894 

Business – Jacob Messing and family have moved over on the west side of the river and taken 

possession of Fred Schendel’s old stand, while Schendel takes possession of the hotel property vacated 

by Messing. We understand the hotel part of the business is suspended. 

The masons are plastering the E.D. Morse residence. 

The front of the bank building is so far completed as to give a very full idea as to how it will look. It will 

be a grand building. 

The school house is being pushed rapidly and is now about to receive the second-floor joists. The heavy 

stone arch over the main entrance was completed yesterday and it gives a magnificent appearance. 

School board Julius Hennig, H.H. Harmon and Anton Rimpler. Teachers: W.F. Currie higher department, 

Miss Cora Clark intermediate, Miss Grace Johnson, primary.  

July 19, 1894 

E.D. Morse will put in a gas generator to furnish his house and premises with light. It will prove cheaper 

than kerosene and lamp-cleaning for lighting purposes. 

The plasterers are spreading mortar on the walls of E.D. Morse’s new mansion. 

To suggest the matter of electric lights in Princeton seems to strike some people here in a way that 

doubles them up as bad as if attacked with a severe case of stomach ache. If they would study the 

matter they would find it would not be a costly experiment in the way of lighting our streets, but would 

prove a stroke of economy in the end they little dream of. 

Business – Material changes have taken place in the American House recently aside from the new 

addition. The dining room has been enlarged by taking out a south partition. They propose to give a 

chance to the hungry to eat three times a day and not miss a meal for the want of room. 

Business - WJ Mesick is disposing of large quantities of farm machinery now-a-days in spite of the hard 

times. 

July 26, 1894 

The steel roof is being laid upon the tower of the bank. 

The village authorities propose laying a stone curbing in front of the business houses and having it 

support one end of the walk in front of the buildings. The front, where hitched horses stand, will be 

paved with stone instead of lumber as heretofore, and will be inclined so that the water will flow rapidly 

away. 



The railroad painters are covering the building used for a depot with a coat of paint. It is an 

improvement as far as paint can make it so. O, for a depot somewhat in consonance with the other 

magnificent buildings in our pretty village. 

Joe Leimer has purchased a very fine wheel of the Lindsey make. It is a neat one. Joe Leimer will fly with 

the best of them in a short time. This makes the ninth first-class wheel in Princeton. … Freddie Yahr and 

Alfred Giese wheeled over to Dartford yesterday on their cycles in 47 minutes. They are getting down to 

business. 

History of the Princeton mill: The Princeton grist mill is one of the old landmarks of our village. It was 

erected about the year 1857, built substantially of stone, by W.S. and A.L. Flint, with two run of stone 

and capable of turning out daily fifty barrels of flour. The old settlers remember well its erection, the 

digging of the canal six miles in length, bringing water from the Mecan to turn its machinery. For many 

years it was the property of various owners, finally falling into the hands of D.M. and G. Green. About 

two years since it passed into the hands of Messrs. Ed Teske and Ed Zeirke. A few years ago the Greens 

put in a set of rollers, an improvement that was wanting to make it capable of competing with the best 

in the land. This summer it has been thoroughly overhauled and modern improvements and additional 

machinery added to the system of rollers. New wheat and flour bins have been built. These new 

improvements and changes were added under the supervision of C. Moyer, an experienced millwright of 

Stevens Point. Six machines have been added in the shape of reels for separating the flour in its different 

grades and manipulating it until the highest grades of super-fine flour is reached after it leaves the 

rollers. In connection therewith are the dustless purifiers, two machines that eliminates every foreign 

substance from the crushed material after it leaves the rollers and which is necessary to be freed from 

making a flour that is as near perfect as flour can be made – all modern inventions that are now 

considered necessary for first-class work. Then there is the Cyclone dust collector, another piece of new 

machinery that still adds to the process of a perfect machine, complicated in their use to those who 

have not had their workings fully explained but still doing a necessary part in arriving at the stage of 

perfect work. This is the Princeton mill as it stands today. It is not placed in a shape and condition that 

grades it as one of the best establishments in the country for the manufacture of flour. We are indebted 

to Ed Zierke, the junior member of the firm, for taking time to show us through and giving us an insight 

into the working of the new and costly machinery recently added thereto. It would seem as though 

nothing more can be done to make the mill perfect. They deserve a wide patronage and we are glad to 

say they have got it, and we believe it will increase beyond their most sanguine expectations. 

Fred E. Yahr attended the Racine-Milwaukee bicycle races last Friday Fred was entered as one of the list 

of contestants. The race was 20 ½ miles – from Racine to Milwaukee. Fred will receive a prize which will 

be announced soon. … August – Freddie Yahr and Alfred Giese rode over to Oshkosh and back Sunday 

on their wheels. 12 hours. 

August 2, 1894 

The new walk and platform in front of the American House is a substantial one and extends to the P.O. 

edifice. President Luedtke was on hand to see that it was laid in the most approved style. 

Some of the Polanders in Princeton are not slow to “lay it all to Cleveland.” It is a little cloud but there is 

room for it to grow. 



A beautiful weather vane now surmounts the tower on the new bank. The iron stairway is being put up 

today. 

Photo gallery of Fadner, of Berlin, is in remodeled rooms at rear of post office building. 

The American House addition is nearly completed. The floors above in the whole building will eventually 

be floored with a fine maple flooring, as is the new part already. The American has about 40 rooms an 

hence accommodations are ample for most any emergency. Every room is being furnished in superb 

style. The dining room is one of the finest in appearance the traveler will find this side of Milwaukee. 

Some 80 or 90 guests can sit at the tables without inconvenience or crowding. In fact, this caravansary is 

is complete in all its appointments, and its proprietor, H.K. Priest, and his estimable lady, know in the full 

sense of the term how to run a hotel, its widespread popularity proving that fact. George Holliday is also 

a necessary adjunct at the hotel and can fill any position, from clerk to waiter, in a way that always 

proves satisfactory. 

August 9, 1894 

August 16, 1894 

The roof boards are being put on the school building. 

Farming: We are glad Princeton has attractions for the farmer who retires from a life of hard toil and 

makes his home here. That class of men are law-abiding, sturdy citizens, men who are welcome. Among 

those who have enrolled on the list within a few months are Ernst Lambert and G.H. Behm, and soon 

will be added August Ponto and Ferdinand Keipe. These gentlemen settle in comfortable homes they 

buy and are substantial worthy citizens. 

The furnace in the new school house is being put in place by the Richardson & Boynton Furnace Co. of 

Chicago. 

Looking Up: During the last two years Princeton real estate has bounded up to figures hardly suspected 

it would reach. This rise is affecting residence property to an appreciable degree and is very strong 

evidence that the general rise in the value of real estate here in our beautiful village is not a mere 

ephemeral spurt, but a condition that will hold permanently to a great extent. In the sales of property 

recently the Republic notes the transfer of the beautiful lots on South Farmer Street, just north of the 

R.P. Lawson residence property. J.C. Thompson has sold the lots he owned there to W.F. Corenke. 

Consideration $600. The property, with a little effort in the way of improving, can be made the finest 

lots on that street, indeed they are now. We suspect Mr. and Mrs. Corenke will, ere long, erect a fine 

home thereon. If they do, it will be a tasty one and, located as it is, will prove a worthy improvement in 

that part of the village. … another paragraph about JM Koeser buying north lot, fronting on Farmer 

Street, from LE Leighton, of Germania, for $650. 

Aug. 23, 1894 

The shingles are going on the new school building. 

Building - The new bank is having its outfit put in place. The fixtures are elaborate and fine indeed. The 

desks, frame-work, etc. are of marble and Pennsylvania cherry, bearing a mirror-like polish that is 

exceedingly beautiful. This fine work is furnished by Robt. Brand & Sons of Oshkosh and being put in 



place under the supervision of that firm. Cashier Leimer will be surrounded by an air of elegance when 

he takes possession of his place at the new quarters that he will enjoy with supreme satisfaction. 

Building - The largest plate glass in Green Lake County was placed in the front of the new bank building 

Tuesday. It is very fine. 

Farming: Here is a little bit of threshing record that is worthy of notice: On Tuesday of last week Page & 

Butler set their machine three times and threshed 1990 bushels, one-third of it was wheat. The work 

was done over east of here on the Robert Allen and Wm. Radtke farms. That record is a good one, and if 

it can be beaten the winner will please raise his hand. 

The big whale that was on exhibition here in Princeton last summer is now being exhibited in St. Paul. 

August 30, 1894 

Berlin Journal calls Princeton’s new school “one of the finest and largest school houses in the state.” 

A fine picture of the students and teachers of the summer school recently held here was taken in group 

of Mrs. Fred Caldwell. The group were stationed in front of and near the stone school house. 

Now for a clock: That tower is the new school house needs a clock, one that will give the hours by the 

ring of a fine toned bell and by a conspicuous dial will tell the moments and seconds. President Luedtke 

informed us yesterday that the suggestion was received with much favor by many and perhaps all of our 

people. Of course, the appropriation voted to build the new temple of learning does not include a clock 

for the tower, but the money, we think, can be raised both by subscription and perhaps by socials or 

festivals given with that object in view. Let the effort be made and we are sure no friend of the 

enterprise will be disappointed at the result. It will be an addition to the new school house that will 

prove a benefit as an attraction, and it certainly will meet the approbation of all. In fact, we cannot see 

how an objection to such an effort can possibly be entertained by anyone. Let us all move in the matter 

and secure a clock. 

Sept. 6, 1894 

Jacob Messing sold a large quantity of furniture yesterday at auction. It was what he used when in the 

hotel business. 

John Shew and George Hamer have commenced spreading plaster on the walls of the new school 

building. 

John Warnke has moved his stock of goods over to Germania. John will try the general commission 

business in the room he lately occupied selling goods. 

Sept. 13, 1894 

Those excellent painters Gus Zeirke and Fred Sterns have been spreading paint on the new school house 

roof. 

The Republic should have mentioned before the improvements Frank Borsack is making at his 

blacksmith shop. Frank has been obliged to put in a new forge and hired another hand. He has also 

added quite an addition to his shop in which he is prepared to make a wagon or carriage or repair one if 

needed. Mr. Fred Seigler has charge of this latter department of work. 



The city dads are paving the gutter with stone on the north side of the street in front of the business 

houses on block D. 

Death of Henry Dantz 

Sept. 20, 1894 

Business – Landlord Priest has purchased a complete new steam heating apparatus for his hotel. 

Our public schools pened Monday with an unusually large enrollment, there being 52 in the primary 

department, 42 in the intermediate department and 33 in the upper department. 

Business – G. Luedtke is adding additional storage room to his west building by adding another story. 

This will double the capacity of storage room in that building. It is quite an improvement. 

Sept. 27, 1984 

The question as to the proprietorship of ducks that hover over certain localities up in the Grand River 

and Lake Puckaway region is soon to be tested in the courts of Green Lake County. The merits of the 

case between the Nepleenauk club and the Marquette duck hunters is one of general interest. Of late 

the tendency of legislation in this state is fast drifting toward a point where a few thoroughbred city 

sportsmen can gobble up all the hunting with their long purses, and none but governors and club men 

and their friends can have the privilege of enjoying the sport on the sacred grounds held by a few. This is 

a matter that must be attended to. The merits of the present case are to be canvassed by the court and 

the questions to decided in conformity to the law in such matters, as to whether our common 

sportsmen have the right to shoot ducks from a boat in what they contend is a navigable stream, and 

therefore open to the public, meandering between lands held for the purpose of consecrating special 

hunting privileges for a few. 

The family of F.T. Yahr have concluded to move to Milwaukee. Mr. Yahr has severed his connection with 

business interests here and established large business interests in that city, hence he deems it advisable 

to move his family to the Wisconsin metropolis. He has so long been a resident of Princeton that the 

departure of his family to the new home will prove a source of regret to their many friends. .. For Sale: 

At the residence of F.T. Yahr, a piano, household furniture, and a large number of plants, flowers, etc. 

The articles will be on sale any time between this and next cattle fair day, and what remains unsold at 

that date will be disposed of at public auction cattle fair day. Now is your chance. 

The Polish Catholic school has again been started and is now under the supervision of three sisters. 

Gard Green is having the large barn back of the “rookery” moved to another lot south That barn was 

erected some forty years ago, and when the “rookery” was a magnificent hostelry (for those days) has 

given shelter for many a teamster’s team. Tim Paull is moving the structure. 

Oct. 4, 1894 

The painters are at work on the Morse mansion. It will be painted in modern style to correspond with 

the ornate construction of this elegant home. 

The sewer from the new school house to the river is being laid under Short Street today. 

Oct. 11, 1894 



E.R. Beebe sells Republic to W.P. Harmon after 15 years. Calls Harmon an excellent printer. 

Harmon: “In taking possession of the Princeton Republic, I have but little to say. I fully realize the 

responsibilities of the task I have undertaken and ask your kind indulgence and aid in the effort which I 

shall make to keep the Republic up to the standard of excellence maintained by my predecessor, under 

whose kind guidance fifteen years ago, I took my first steps into the mysteries of the “art preservative.” 

An effort is now being made to purchase the Moe house, now occupied by Elmer Morse, and to move it 

upon the vacant lot east of the ME Church to be fixed up and used as a parsonage. The pastor, Rev. W.G. 

Cooper, is circulating a subscription paper for the same. Give them a lift. 

Dr. G.A. Mueller dies. Father was M. Mueller. Gus was 16 when he came to Princeton, worked as clerk in 

drug store of F.A. Wilde. 3 children survive. (Richard Mueller also dead by now) 

Oct. 18, 1894 

The steam pipes and radiators for the heating plant of the American House are beginning to arrive and 

will be put in place shortly. 

Princeton can now boast of having the finest bank building, the finest school house and the finest 

private residence in Green Lake County, the latter being the new home of E.D. Morse. 

Hon. F.T Yahr is negotiating for the purchase of a home in Milwaukee and will make that city his 

permanent home.  

The rooms on the second floor of the new bank building are being finished up in fine style, and Dr. N.G. 

McConnell will take the ones in front for his office. 

The new school house is rapidly nearing completion and contractor Krause expects to finish the work by 

the end of the month. The flooring is all laid, the wainscoting on and the window casings nearly all in. 

The workmen shingled the tower this week, the cap has been placed in position, and the stair railings 

are in place. The furnace contractors have had a man here this week putting in the registers, and he will 

complete his work today. However, there are many minor details to see to before the carpenters can say 

their work is done. Princeton will then have one of the finest school buildings in the west, and one in 

which its citizens may take justifiable pride. 

Oct. 25, 1894 

The painting on the roof of the school house being finished the scaffolding is now being taken down. 

Special election: Notice is herby given to the electors of the town of Princeton, in the county of Green 

Lake, state of Wisconsin, that a special town meeting will be held in said town at Turner Hall on the 6th 

day of November, AD 1894, for the purpose of voting upon the question of accepting and paying the 

balance due on building, heretofore erected, at request of town supervisors of said town, situated upon 

the one acre of land formerly owned by George Adamski, and now owned by said town, in section 24, 

town 16, range 11 east, in the county of Green Lake and state of Wisconsin. Edward Harroun, town clerk 

Nov. 1, 1894 

The new school house is practically finished. The contract called for its completion Nov. 1, and 

contractor Krause is to be complimented on his punctuality. 



Republicans sweep election. In Princeton, the vote was the largest ever polled. Peck and the rest of the 

Democrats had a plurality of about 80. 

Nov. 8, 1894 

A sewer is being laid from the American House to the river. 

Start with 3rd column 

Rev. John A. Hoyer died at residence of his son, Rev. Hoyer Jr. He had been in town for several days but 

had not been able to be about very much. Born June 1821. Preached from pulpit now occupied by his 

son. “He was a worthy man, respected by all.” 

Nov. 15, 1894 

The radiator and pipes of the American House heating plant are being put in today. 

Another of the Puckaway clubs: Caw Caw Club 

Hoyer funeral coverage: 15 years in Princeton.  

Nov. 22, 1894 

A Polish wedding occurred in Princeton Tuesday morning, and after the ceremony the principals and 

their friends repaired to Turner Hall, where they danced all the rest of the day and all night, the affair 

breaking up about six o’clock in the morning. Judging by the noise they made, the participants must 

have had a glorious old time. 

The public square has been cleared of all the rubbish and the new school house shows forth in all its 

beauty. The building is now fully completed and ready for occupancy. Why not have a dedication? 

Nov. 29, 1894 

Death and obit of Judge A.H. Myers. 

E.D. Morse and family are now occupying their new house, just completed, moving in last week. The old 

house is being moved up near the M.E. church and will be used for a parsonage. 

In settling with the builder of the new school house, there seems to be a wide margin of difference 

between the bill which he has brought in for extras and the sum which the school committee think he is 

entitled to. Several meetings have been held in the last week, with the idea of reaching a settlement, 

but with no result as yet. At a meeting of the committee, held at the school house last evening, it was 

voted to employ counsel to aid them in their difficulty. It is hoped that the matter will be settled without 

recourse to the courts. 

Will Whittemore is fitting up an extensive repair shop in the building just west of Mesick’s farm 

implement house. 

Dec. 6, 1894 

Ordinance re: board of health, contagious diseases. 



The old Moe house, under the guidance of Tim Paull, made a speedy trip through the east end of town 

and is now in place on the lot east of the ME church. It will be occupied in a short time by Rev. W.G. 

Cooper. 

First edition of Green Lake County Reporter. newspaper 

OJ Weiss jewelry store 

Several cases of diphtheria have been reported in and near Princeton and two deaths have resulted. The 

village and town authorities have taken prompt action to prevent the spread. At a special meeting of the 

village board the ordinance printed on the oppose page was passed and will be rigidly enforced. 

Dec. 13, 1894 

It was decided this morning to have no more sessions of school until after the holidays. The time lost will 

be made up in the spring and summer terms. Moving of the school furniture will commence 

immediately and the bell will be taken from the belfry where it was placed just 27 years ago, and put in 

position in its more elevated station. 

No new cases of diphtheria have been reported the present week, and the authorities are hopeful that 

the progress of the disease has been stopped. Jos. Paulus, in whose family one death occurred, as noted 

last week, and who was warned to stay away from town and to have no communication with his 

neighbors, drove into Princeton last Saturday and was promptly arrested and fined. That is the only way 

to deal with such people, who have no respect for law or regard for their pocket books and it hurts more 

than anything else that could befall them, and this is the only way in which they can be brought to time. 

American House steam heating plant in place. “All the stoves have been taken down and stored away 

and their work is now done by the more slightly pipes and radiators, which have been gilded and 

painted in an artistic manner. Landlord Priest thinks he can make quite a saving each year in the amount 

of fuel burned, besides getting a more uniform and more satisfactory heat than in the old way, with 

much less labor and dirt. 

Dec. 20, 1894 

Ed. Borst is to be janitor of the new school house. About a dozen bids were received. 

A special meeting will be held Dec. 27 to vote whether to pay the bill for $1338.50 for extras, presented 

by Gus. Krause, the builder of the new school house. 

Wm. Whittemore has disposed of all his property in Princeton – house and lot, gun, steam yacht, etc. – 

and left for Westfield, where he will open a jewelry store, his family removing thence in the spring. 

The old and the new – Quotes from 1867 paper about new school. “Twenty-seven years of hard service 

has the old building seen, and the pupils and teachers have come and gone with ever recurring changes. 

Twenty-seven years! How long will it be before the building now being fitted up so finely will be found 

inadequate for the needs of the town?  … Discusses Meneley bell from old school – “The new bell here 

spoken of, now an old one but still as good as new, has been transferred from the dismantled old stone 

building to its more aristocratic quarters in the tower overlooking the public square and its tones are 

heard as of yore, but coming from a different direction. The new school building is now the scene of 

great activity, as was doubtless the square stone “dry goods box” in those days gone by. The desks have 



changed habitations and with the coat of varnish now being given them will be presentable with their 

fellows fresh from the factory. There are about 85 of the new ones and 72 of the old, giving an average 

of 39 to each of the four rooms being fitted up. The largest room of all, on the second floor, and which is 

intended for high school use, will not be furnished at present. Janitor Borst has entered upon his 

multifarious duties and will soon have them well in hand. With the desks in position and the blackboards 

completed, all will be ready for business “at the new stand.” With a temple of learning like this one, an 

earnest and competent corps of teachers and the many advantages here offered for securing a liberal 

education, it will be the fault of the pupils if they do not succeed.” 

E. Teske Bros. is now Teske & Son’s 

Dec. 27, 1894 

Christmas Eve to the Gemans is as great a time as December 25. It is called Holy Night. In the German 

Lutheran church, services were held late Monday afternoon. Large Christmas trees, ablaze with 

countless candles and beautifully decorated, graced the church, and each child was presented with a 

package of pop corn and candy. The Germans do not place their gifts on the public trees to be 

distributed, as is the American custom. In many of their homes, when night came on, the candles on the 

home Christmas trees were lighted by the parents, the children being kept out of the room until the tree 

had been made ready for their inspection. Then the youngsters burst into he room with a loud whoop. 

Their presents are given them, and then there is a big celebration until midnight. Christmas Dahy, after 

their religious services in the churches have been attended, they spend in feasting and merrymaking. 

The holiday spirit is kept alive until Sylvester Eve, Dec. 31, when the Christmas tree is plundered of all its 

dainties. ‘Pfefer kuchen,’ a kind of seed cake made by the good German housewives, always takes a 

prominent place in the festivities.” 

A citizen protests – The public square of Princeton consists of one square block, lying between Fulton, 

Howard, Wisconsin and Dodge streets, and being the same size as the surrounding blocks adjoining it, 

except streets between. Some time in 1848 when the village was platted and recorded by Henry B. Treat 

and Nelson M. Parsons, this piece or parcel of land was left open for the public to use for park purposes, 

and those who purchased property surrounding said public square had in view that the same would be 

used for that purpose. Some years ago there was an attempt to fertilize and improve it, and it did begin 

to look as though the public took some interest in the matter – enough, perhaps, to save it from 

reverting back to the original owner, until some misguided men feebly suggested that the location was a 

good one for a school building, when they were informed that someone said, “you can’t get a title” and 

“it is too far off” and “there were sand burrs there.” We thought at the time and agreed with others that 

title might be got, that the sand burrs might be covered up, and the distance was only forty-eight rods, 

or two blocks, from the principal (Water) street. But that is all past and gone. The contemplated school 

building is “not so far and yet so near,” situated where no “sand burrs appear,” and the title was 

secured; while the title to the other place is being hauled away instead of the public acquiring title 

enough to set a school building thereon. It seems that divers persons acquire title by wagon loads and 

the distance and sand burrs do not seem to interfere in making accretive lands for individuals. The rule 

that private property cannot be taken for public use appears not to work both ways in this instance. 

Now would it not be better for all concerned to desist from taking any more soil from the public square, 

and call upon the village authorities to level off, as soon as practicable, what is left and eventually make 

what the 2 ½ acres was designated for, and thus make the environments of the village look comparable 



with the center. Whoever concurs with the idea and gets u a petition to the Hon. Board of Princeton and 

Trustees to do what ought to be done in this matter, I will sign the name. Citizen. 

Alfred Giese orchestra leader. entertainment 

While in Milwaukee last Friday and Saturday, we had the good fortune to meet several Princetonites, 

among them being Arthur Warner, who was hustling for business with his customary energy; Will 

Fairweather, making a bee-line from the train to his home; and F.A. Wilde; also at the immense 

wholesale store of the Baumbach Drug Co. were E.F. Yahr and Miss Agnes Mueller, both busy with the 

day’s routine, yet who always find time for a few moments’ chat with anyone from their old home. F.T. 

Yahr, the treasurer of the company, was engaged in the occupation which Santa Claus follows, and 

judging from the number and variety of packages piled in a huge basket ready for shipment, he could 

not have forgotten anyone. Eugene promises to be home soon after the New Year for a short visit, and 

Miss Agnes will take her vacation some time during the winter. 

Frank Mueller selling pills 

-- 

1895 

xJan. 3, 1895 – the School Building Committee invite the citizens of Princeton to meet them at the new 

school building next Saturday evening. A short program will be given in the large room in the second 

story at eight o’clock sharp, after which the building will be open for inspection. The brass band and 

orchestra will be in attendance. The ladies are especially invited. 

xJan. 3, 1895 – The special meeting of the electors of this school district last Thursday evening, was the 

largest ever held in the district. On account of the number present the meeting was adjourned from the 

old school house to Turner Hall, where the vote was taken on the question of paying Contractor Krause’s 

bill of $1,338.50 for extra work on the new building. The total number of votes cast was 194, of which 

164 were against and 29 in favor of paying the bill, with one blank. This settles the question as far as the 

district is concerned, but what steps will now be taken by the other side remains to be seen. 

Jan. 3, 1985 – Fire in smoke house behind Hennig meat market. Under control quickly, but “this incident 

has renewed the discussion of the subject of placing the engine house on the dock back of the Messing 

block, from which place, with the hose now on hand, a fire could be reached at any point on the main 

business street without the loss of time necessary to move and place the apparatus.” 

xJan. 10, 1895 – In preparation for school meeting … committee “commenced their duties by first 

thoroughly warming every nook and corner of the structure, then hanging large lamps in each room, 

hallway and compartment, from basement to tower. Over two hundred chairs were placed in the broad 

and spacious reception room on the second floor, which is 32x50 feet. At 7:15 p.m. the ringing of the 

school bell announced that all the arrangements had been made, and shortly afterward the Princeton 

brass band was stationed on the platform of the main entrance, entertaining the scores of people who 

had already arrived. The large, handsome building, illuminated from basement to attic, presented an 

appearance that was indeed entrancing. The three teachers acted as ushers for the evening, receiving 

and seating the guests. At 8 o’clock, the time appointed for the commencement of the program. E.T. 

Frank, the chairman for the evening, called the meeting to order, and Rev. Dysart, of Ripon, offered 



prayer; this was followed by singing “Home, Sweet Home,” in which all took part. … After addresses by 

Fred L. Selden, Principal W.F. Currie and E.T. Frank. Giese’s five-piece orchestra rendered inspiring 

selections between the speeches. “After the addresses, all joined in singing “America.” Chairman Frank 

then announced that the building was ready for inspection, and the building committee conducted the 

visitors – and there must have been between 350 and 400 – through every compartment; while the 

banks, stationed in the corridors, played enlivening airs. Many were the compliments of the patrons as 

they visited each room and saw how comfortably arranged they were. By the hour of 10 the program 

had been faithfully carried out, and each one wended his way homeward, well satisfied that Princeton 

could boast of having the most handsome, as well as the most completely arranged, school house in this 

part of Wisconsin.” 

Jan. 10, 1895 – E.D. Morse erecting 21x80 foot shed just east of his warehouse. Two weeks later another 

lumber shed, 22x100. business 

Jan. 17, 1895 – M. Manthey has opened a first-class meat market at his stand on lower Water Street. 

business 

Jan. 17, 1895 – Mr. Carver, representing the Baker Manufacturing Co., of Chicago, has been in Princeton 

this week, seeking to interest the business men in the establishment of a canning factory at this point. 

This company has just established a similar plant at Randolph.  

Jan. 31, 1895 – AC Hopkins has new calendar.  

Feb 14, 1895 – Sam Michel is selling out his stock of dry goods and will make Waupun his future home. 

Fire in Waupun delays plans. business 

xFeb. 14, 1895 – F.J. Yahr suing school district over lumber invoice. Perry Niskern is his attorney. 

xFeb. 14, 1895 - School responds to complaints that rooms are too cold. 

Feb. 21, 1895 – Priske’s closing out. Shoes. business 

Feb. 21, 1895 – S.M. Eggleston has disposed of a two-thirds interest in his business to Chas. And Fred 

Nickodem. The firm wll be known as S.M. Eggleston & Co. and will continue at the old stand. (stone 

building)  

Feb. 28, 1895 – The largest load of lumber ever drawn out of this place was taken out of Frank Yahr’s 

yard Saturday by Aug. Tagatz, of Crystal Lake. It contained 4,500 feet. Business 

Feb. 28, 1895 – Fifteenth annual masquerade of the Princeton Turn Verein was a great success.  German 

March 7, 1895 – F. Schendel is transforming Schuetzen Hall into store buildings with living rooms 

overhead. business 

March 7, 1895 – The training dog entertainment advertised for Monday night, failed to materialize. 

Perhaps the actors were on strike.  

March 7, 1895 – Otto Goldfuss is closing out his jewelry stock, preparatory to going on the road with his 

historical clock, which is nearing completion. Will Whittemore will return from Westfield and rent the 

store room. Princeton will still have three jewelry stores. business 



March 7, 1895 – Good paragraph about cattle fair. 

March 14, 1895 – The bicycle craze does not show any signs of diminishing. It is stated that the old 

factories have increased their plants enormously for this year’s trade, and the name of the new ones is 

legion. A recently issued trade directory contains a list of 208 manufacturers who turn out nearly 500 

differently named wheels. 

March 14, 1895 – E.D. Morse has received 53 carloads of lumber since January 1st. This is a wonderful 

record for a new lumber yard. business 

March 21, 1895 – Albert Graf, who recently sold his interest in the harness shop at Markesan, will open 

a grocery store in Princeton the first of April in the store room now occupied by John F. Warnke, who 

will retain the rear end of the room for his butter, egg and produce business. business 

March 21, 1895 – OJ Weiss has leased the store building opposite Schaal’s hardware store, which is soon 

to be vacated by S. Michel and will take possession about May 1. Complete and elegant stock of jewelry 

and optical goods. Also large line of fishing tackle, guns, etc. business 

March 21, 1895 – Some of the members of a Milwaukee real estate syndicate are making it somewhat 

sultry for the Warner boys, formerly of this place, claiming they were pocketing too large a percentage 

of the proceeds of the business for their services as promoters. Several Princetonites are said to have 

holdings in the syndicate. business 

April 4, 1895 – Town Election results.  

April 4, 1895 – Groceries include Julius Buchholz. Buy your garden seeds at Frank & Giese’s. business 

April 4, 1895 – German Congregational Church is selling stuff like organ, pulpit on April 15? 

April 4, 1895 – Mrs. A.H. Myers passes. Long 

April 11, 1895 – Henry Behm trades farm and marshland, total 161 acres, for Julius Hennig’s block on 

Water Street and $1500. Henry retains farm until fall. Hennig will occupy rooms over store until that 

time, but Behm is to take his stock of goods of Hennig & Page, paying the list price for the same. 

business 

April 18, 1895 – A large wooden tank has been completed at Swanke’s wagon shop for the new Black 

Creek cheese factory.  

April 18, 1895 – Manthey moving into rooms above Priske’s to be closer to his meat market. business 

April 18, 1895 – Frank Mueller has bought apparatus for charging his soda water fountain with gas. 

business 

April 18, 1895 – Otto Goldfuss’ wonderful electric historical clock, which he has been engaged in building 

for several months, will be on exhibition tonight at Turner Hall. It is 16 feet high, weighs nearly a ton, 

and contains a great amount of lumber. The clock is illuminated by electric lights, the electricity being 

generated by a small dynamo in the clock. It is an ingenious contrivance and worthy of examination. A 

dance is advertised to follow. 



April 25, 1895 – Phillips & Hartwell, of Germania, have opened a farm implement house in the Megow 

building, where they will show samples of all kinds of farm machinery, buggies, etc. business 

May 2, 1895 – The good roads movement has at last reached Princeton. The Princeton Cycling Club was 

organized last Tuesday evening with a membership of 16 and the work for the betterment of the roads 

in this vicinity will be earnestly pushed. The following officers were elected: President, Albert Rimpler; 

vice president, Frank Giese; secretary and treasurer, J.E. Leimer. A road committee was appointed 

consisting of E.D. Morse, W.P. Harmon, G.H. Holliday and W.R. Yahr. 

May 2, 1895 – Berlin fire. $10,000.  

May 9, 1895 – Miss Edith Long left on this morning’s train for an extended visit with her aunt, Mrs. Otis 

Warren, at Juneau, Wis. 

May 9, 1895 – The bridge was swung for the first time this spring Friday morning. The steamer Hustler 

passed up river, having in tow two barges of lumber for C.S. Griffith, of Marquette. 

May 9, 1895 – Postmaster Frank constructs 5.5-by-10-foot vestibule in front of post office. business 

May 9, 1895 – Will Yahr intends to erect 40-foot wind mill on his place on Short Street for protection in 

case of fire. 

May 9, 1895 – A part of the plastering in W.A. Crague’s barber shop fell Tuesday morning. 

May 9, 1895 – Democrats sweep local election. Gustav Teske, running independent, loses to Ira Hudson 

for village president by 56 votes. 

May 16, 1895 – While the wheelmen were taking their nightly run on Water street Tuesday evening, 

Henry Dumdey ran into a sand heap and was thrown from his wheel, bending a pedal and getting a 

severe shaking up. bicycle 

May 23, 1895 – Will Whittemore has rented his old quarters, vacated a short time ago by O.J. Weiss and 

soon will be back where he started from less than a year ago. business 

May 23. 1895 – H.L. Straight windmill. Quite a number have been exposed to the windmill fever, and the 

malady seems contagious. … Elmer Morse’s new steel windmill and water tank were placed in position 

Tuesday. Pipes will be laid around the yard and several hydrants put in, to make the water available at 

any point. Connection will also be made with the tank in the attic of the residence. With these facilities, 

Elmer can keep his lawn, which is now being sodded, in fine condition. 

May 23, 1895 – Bicycle club holds dance (58 tickets sold) preceded by bike parade with 21 participants. 

May 23, 1895 – R.C. Treat’s residence, barn and cranberry warehouse, at Meadow Valley, were 

destroyed by fire Thursday night. Mr. Treat’s loss is said to be $16,000, with an insurance of $7,000. 

May 30, 1895 – O.J. Weiss’ valuable English greyhound was poisoned Tuesday. Some person must take 

pride (?) in his despicable work. The village has an ordinance regulating the running at large of dogs and 

it would be far better to enforce this than to leave poison where valuable dogs, as well as worthless 

curs, will get it. 



May 30, 1895 – Speaking of Holy Hill, The Evening Wisconsin then reports: “It is the most famous shrine 

in Wisconsin, but there are two others in the state to which many pilgrims go every summer. One is St. 

Marie, near Princeton, where tradition says Father Allouez raised a cross on a mound near the Fox River, 

in April or May 1670. Three years later Father Marquette visited the spot, and he records the fact that 

the cross erected by Father Allouez was still there, an object of veneration to the Indians. From 1684-

1842, the history of St. Marie is blank, but the tradition that Marquette had blessed a fountain near the 

mound on which the cross had been raised survived, and the early white settlers of Green Lake county 

were induced by this to erect the first Catholic church there. Today an attractive little brick church, 

finished in 1852, stands there and every year many people go to it from the surrounding country, 

though pilgrimages do not have the direct sanction of the church. (Other is Chapel of the Virgin Mary at 

Robinsonville, sixteen miles east of Green Bay.)  

June 6, 1895 – About 400 Catholics participated in the pilgrimage to the famous St. Mary spring in St. 

Marie last Thursday and attended the different services in the little church across the river from the 

spring. A collection of $20 was taken up to make repairs on the church. Father Abb, of Briggsville, 

conducted the religious exercises. 

June 6, 1895 – The ride to Dartford and return is a favorite one of the wheelmen, and hardly a day 

passes but one or more may be seen swiftly skimming along over the “telephone road.” bicycle 

June 13, 1895 – The Crow and Gopher Club of St. Marie gave a picnic Sunday, which was quite well 

attended, quite a number going from here by steamer and team. Each year the members on the east 

and west sides of the river center into a contest to see which will kill the largest number of crows and 

gophers, and the losers have to stand treat. Sunday was treat day and a good many kegs of beer were 

punished.  

June 13, 1895 – E.T. Frank, putting in a drive well for a windmill, struck an abundant supply of good soft 

water at a depth of 19 feet. He has purchased the E.D. Morse 40-foot windmill. Mr. Morse will put up a 

60-foot windmill. John Warnke also gets 40-footer. “Princeton will soon have the appearance of the 

windmill exhibit at the World’s Fair. 

June 13, 1895 – Gardner Cowles, of Algoma, Iowa, has secured the contract for carrying the mail 

between Montello and Princeton and Princeton and Neshkoro for the ensuring four years, beginning 

July first. His bid on the first contract was $366.79 per year, and on the second $273.79. This is much less 

than the present contractors are receiving, and they scout the idea of doing the work for the new 

contractor for even the amount of his bid. railroad 

June 13, 1895 – Flag Day. New flag for flag staff erected on the top of the school house last week. H.H. 

Harmon has put a flag staff on his building and will unfurl the stars and stripes. The Turn Verein has also 

secured a large, new flag, which together with those on the bank building and the post office, which 

floated in the breeze Memorial Day, will make a good showing. Long may they wave. 

June 13, 1895 – School column: We would suggest that the school year be changed so as to commence 

the first of September instead of the middle, thereby escaping the tortures of school in the latter part of 

June. 

June 20, 1895 – News items from the Past. Summary of key events from 1867-1890. History. 



June 20, 1895 – There will be no celebration here the Fourth. Several attempts have been made to raise 

money, but they all failed. 

June 20, 1895 – A son of Wm. Schroeder, about 11 years of age, was caught in the act of pilfering candy 

from the store of I. McKenny, while that gentleman was absent yesterday afternoon. The boy had 

climbed up a plank into the back window but was seen by someone passing by. Unless bail is furnished 

he will be held until the next term of court. crime 

June 20, 1895 – Chas. C. Sembach and son, Fred C. Sembach, formerly of Marquette, have purchased the 

meat market of M. Manthey and took possession Tuesday. The younger Sembach has been in the 

employ of Mr. Manthey for some time past. business 

June 20, 1895 – Page, town of Princeton, buys Cyclone threshing matchine. Runs on coal and water. 

farm 

June 27, 1895 - Bridge built across Mecan in Germania. 

June 27, 1895 – As the result of a bet as to who was the faster rider, Fred Yahr and Will Whittemore 

engaged in a bicycle race to Dartford and return yesterday morning, the former winning the race. He 

reached the Dartford telephone office in 34 minutes, with Whittemore close behind, and made the 

return trip in 46 minutes, a total of 1:20 for the 20 miles. This is good time, considering the nature of the 

roads. Whittemore’s sprocket wheel became loosened from the crank shaft on the way over, and he 

claims that it was owing to this fact that he lost. The race caused great interest and bets were freely 

placed on the riders. 

July 4, 1895 – JE Leimer replaces Julius Hennig as school director. 

July 4, 1895 – Population 1195 – 584 male, 611 female – gain of 209 over five years. 28 veterans. 191 

subject to military duty ages 18-45. Town has 1198 inhabitants. Berlin has 4275, gain of 126. 

July 4, 1895 – Dynamite damages home in St. Marie. July 11 – People arrested. July 18 – guy insane? 

crime 

July 4, 1895 – A ten-mile road race for Princeton bicyclists will be run Saturday, July 6, starting from the 

courthouse, Dartford, and finishing at the street crossing in front of Yahr’s hardware store, Princeton. 

The riders will go to Dartford on the early morning train. The scratch men will start at 8 o’clock sharp, 

and it is expected that all will arrive here about 8:35. Following are the handicaps: F.E. Yahr, Otto 

Luedtke, Otto Buchholz and Will Whittemore, scratch; Albert Rimpler, one minute; Alfred Giese and Don 

Frank, two minutes; Henry Dumdey, three minutes; Roy Harmon and Harry Burns, four minutes; J.E. 

Leimer, five minutes; Frank Giese, six minutes; Chas. Torwedo, six minutes. The prizes offered are a gold 

medal ($10), watch chain ($7), box cigars ($3.50), a dozen photographs ($3), donated by M.V. Fadner, 

cyclometer ($2.50), inner tube ($2), bicycle belt ($1) and one link best sausage. Frank W. Teske is the 

starter, W.F. Currie the timer and Geo. Holliday and WP Harmon the judges. In case of rain or heavy 

roads, the race will occur the following Tuesday, at the same hour. … July 11 – Farmers all along the 

route, who had read of the race in the Republic, were out to see the riders as they passed. Wm. 

Whittemore, who rode a heavy Columbia, was given a start of six minutes, which was the only change 

made in the handicaps. He was the first in, crossing the line at 8:41; Alfred Giese was second, coming in 

just one minute behind Whittemore; Chas. Torwedo came next, just a few seconds ahead of Fred Yahr, 



who cross the line at 8:43 Roy Harmon was fifth and Harry Burns sixth, coming in at about 8:45. Frank 

Giese was next but lost considerable time on account of broken spokes, which caught in his chain, and a 

punctured tire. His arrival was at 8:46. Otto Buchholz was the last man in, at 8:49.75, having been 

delayed on the road by pains in the side. The best time was made by Fred Yahr, who started scratch, 

with Alfred Giese a close second. Some of the riders who had entered did not run. A large crowd 

witnessed the finish and each wheelman was cheered as he came in.” 

July 11, 1895 – Ed Falbe, the street sprinkler, now gets water at the tank this side of the bridge. The pipe 

which formerly ran from the tank to the canal near the foundry, now runs directly to the mill and the 

tank has been raised about three feet. The village has purchased a force pump, to be operated by the 

mill machinery, and with it the tank can now be filled in a very short time. This is a step in the right 

direction. 

July 18, 1895 – A new brass band is being organized. 

July 18,, 1895 – The Sembachs, who recently purchased M. Manthey’s meat market, have closed up the 

same, and it is rumored will soon return to Chicago. Mr. Manthey may reopen at the old stand. business 

July 18, 1895 – E. Teske Sr. now has a pipeline from the mill to his residence, and with he force pump 

recently put in can keep his lawn fresh and green. 

July 25, 1895 – Ed Borst and family have moved into the Thompson residence on Farmer Street and will 

open a boarding house. 

July 25, 1895 – It has lately leaked out that DeWitt Eggleston and Jessie Jackowski were secretly married 

two years ago. They will live in the Eggleston building near the bridge which is now being made 

habitable. business 

August 1, 1895 – M. Manthey has reopened his meat market on lower Water Street. business 

August 1, 1895 – Frank and Alfred Giese, Otto Luedtke and Fred Yahr started out bright and early Sunday 

morning for a long bicycle trip through the southern part of the state. Luedtke and Yahr returned last 

night. 

August 1, 1895 – The water tank of E.D. Morse’s windmill fell with a loud crash yesterday forenoon. The 

tank which had a capacity of about 50 barrels, was full of water, and the weight proved too great for the 

supports. The pump was demolished and the tank badly wrecked, because which several of the braces 

on the windmill frame were bent and twisted. The windmill company will undoubtedy repair the 

damage. 

August 1, 1895 – Joseph H. Treat passes. Known as “Dode.” 

August 1, 1895 – Full census numbers chart. 

August 8, 1895 – Princeton will soon boast of two hotels. Mrs. F. Schendel and Mrs. Voss, mother of 

Prof. Theo Voss, will open the “Commercial House” in the Schendel block about August 15th. Workmen 

are now making the necessary changes in the building. … On the 14th inst. Fred Schendel will start for 

Germany in company with the German Kruegerverein of Chicago to take part in the celebrations which 

are now in progress in commemoration of the victories of the German armies over the French in the war 

of 1870. Mr. Schendel was once a German soldier. business 



August 15, 1895 – George Yahr almost drowns. 

August 15, 1895 – Three carloads of lumber received Monday will be used for rebuilding the bridge over 

Fox River at this point. The bridge will be stripped to the iron framework and entire new flooring put in. 

The sidewalks will also be made a foot wider than they now are. improvements 

August 15, 1895 – H. Behm & Co. closing out stock. business 

August 15, 1895 – Two little “dago” girls beating tambourines, singing “Daisy,” “You Can’t Play in our 

Dooryard” and “After the Ball,” and dancing to the music of an accordion manipulated by their Italian 

guardian, attracted the crowds on the streets Saturday, and gathered the spare change of their hearers. 

The height of happiness for some of the younger spectators was reached when the precocious little 

misses tapped them on the head with their tambourines. This part of the sport was especially enjoyed 

by such boys as Horace Straight, Martin Fadder and Chris Piper. entertainment 

August 22, 1895 – The palatial and modern residence on the corner of Main and Farmer streets, which 

has been constructed under the personal supervision of one of the future occupants, J.E. Leimer, our 

popular bank cashier, has been receiving load after load of elegant and carefully selected furniture 

within the past few weeks; a fine steel range with all the latest conveniences, has been put in place; the 

shades are up, the carpets laid, rugs artistically arranged, and all is now in readiness for the one who will 

reign supreme in the household. Joe keeps the people guessing as to the future, but one thing is certain, 

there are many fair maidens in this wide realm who would be proud to control the destinies of the 

beautiful home. 

August 22, 1895 – Young America has taken to wearing overalls, says an exchange. Every kid on the 

street, no matter what the condition of his parents may be, whether high or low, rich or poor, is now 

clad in the working man’s regulation suit, and all is sublime. … A visit to some of the leading clothing 

merchants reveals a demand for boys’ overalls that seems almost incredible. … It has utterly destroyed 

the demand for knee pants.” 

August 29, 1895 – Miss Edith Long returned last week to Juneau, where she will make her future home. 

August 29, 1895 – Lafayette Whittemore, in Barron, is quite sick. 

August 29, 1895 – Married Thursday, Aug. 22, 1895 in New London. Mrs. Henry Ernst of that place and 

Carl Barthol, of Princeton. Mr. and Mrs. Barthol arrived here Tuesday night and were serenaded by the 

Princeton brass band, of which Carl is the leader. 

xAugust 29, 1895 – If the citizens of Princeton are willing to improve a golden opportunity when it 

presents itself, they may soon have the chance, and the trip of E.A. Zierke to Cambridge City, Indiana, 

last week may result in great things for this thriving little place. Ed has long cherished a desire to 

improve the canal which furnishes water power for their mill, and while away negotiated for the 

purchase of a small steam dredge to use in enlarging the canal and thus improving their water power, 

which has never been adequate to meet their demands.  They propose to start the dredge at the lower 

end of the canal and run it through to the Mecan river. The scow of this dredge is 21 feet wide and it 

scoop dipper has a capacity of half a cubic yard, and this may be enlarged if thought best. The soil is 

sandy and there is but little clay the entire length of the canal, six or seven miles. After sufficient water is 

secured to furnish ample power for the mill it is proposed to organize a company with a capital stock of 



several thousand dollars for the further improvement and development of the water power, with 

waterworks and possibly electric lights for this place as the ultimate purpose to be accomplished. Or, if 

not these, then a factory or mill of some kind might be secured which would greatly aid in building up 

and enriching Princeton. It is thought that water sufficient to furnish 125 to 150 horse power can be 

secured, and this at no great expense. Allowing 50 horse power for the running of the flour mill this 

would still leave a large surplus for the water power company which in time would prove to be very 

valuable. In fact, the loss entailed in one destructive fire would more than pay the entire cost of 

developing the water power. With waterworks, electric lights, sewers, and the other improvements 

which would follow, what might Princeton not become? Can it be that the projectors of the canal away 

back in the ‘50s or ‘60s foresaw all the improvements in the future of their little town?” mill business 

xSept. 12, 1895 – The scow of the dredge ordered by Teske & Zierke was shipped Friday and is expected 

to arrive daily. The machinery is being overhauled and will soon follow. As soon as the dredge can be 

ready, ditching operations will commence. Mill business 

Sept. 12, 1895 – Upper department classes at school. 

xSept. 19, 1895 – Nelson Kellogg, of Dartford, will move here to run dredge for mill owners Teske & 

Zierke. … The dredge purchased by Teske & Zierke arrived last week and is now being set up near the 

mill under the supervision of an expert from the manufactory. It is expected that it will be ready for 

work in two weeks. Much interest is being shown in the dredge and its proposed work and if al the 

residents of Princeton can be made to see the opportunity now within our grasp, our little village may 

soon have electric light and waterworks system equal in efficiency to any in this state. business 

Sept. 19, 1895 – Roy Harmon returned from Minnesota last night and the cyclometer on his wheel 

registers about 700 miles for the trip. His best record for a single day was 111 miles. bicycle 

Sept. 26, 1895 – A merry go round is doing rushing business near the bridge this week. entertainment 

xOct. 3, 1895 – Teske & Zierke’s dredge, which began operations in the mill ditch Monday, has attracted 

a large number of sight-seers. Two experts from Indiana have been here for some time to help get the 

thing started and will break in a crew of home men. It will be necessary to take up the village bridges 

over the canal and put in new and longer ones when the dredge has passed through as the ditch will 

have to be widened considerably to allow the passage of the scow. It will be impossible to accomplish 

much this fall, and the dredge will probably be put into winter quarters near Swanke’s wagon shop. 

business 

Oct. 3, 1895 – The cattle fair yesterday brought out a big crowd, and the streets presented a beehive 

appearance all day. 

Oct. 10, 1895 – August Ponto, who runs a sorghum mill on his place southeast of Princeton, says that he 

has made for 70 customers about 1700 gallons of sorghum. From three acres of cane on his own place, 

he made 280 gallons, or over 93 gallons to the acre. This he sold for 45 cents per gallon. business 

Oct. 10, 1895 – Wm. F. Corenke has purchased the merry go round which has been running here the 

past week or two and will go on the roach with it next spring. The exact price paid is not state, though 

we understand it was over $1,000. entertainment 



xOct. 10, 1895 – The work of enlarging the mill ditch goes on finely and the new crew of men are getting 

so they handle the machinery in good shape. Several breakages have delayed the work considerably but 

pluck and perseverance will win. The dredge is now working in the most difficult stretch in the whole 

length of the ditch, a short distance of clay soil mixed with “hard-heads” between the two bridges on 

the Montello road. Once through this and the rest will be easy digging and rapid progress can be made. 

The village is putting new bridges where the dredge has passed, and teams now have to go around the 

end of the canal to go out the Montello way. business 

Oct. 17, 1895 – More news from the past. Oct. 14, 1871.  Oct. 20, 1881-flood 

Oct. 17, 1895 – Aug. Rochwite opening jewelry store in Kingston. business 

Oct. 17, 1895 – SM Eggleston is using dredge dirt to fill on his marsh east of the foundry and will erect an 

office building thereon. business 

Oct. 24, 1895 – More news from the past. 

Oct. 24, 1895 – Corenke building shed for merry go round. Entertainment 

Oct. 24, 1895 – E.A. Warner partner with Thos. Kelly, of Fond du Lac, for the buying and shipping of 

livestock. Dahlke and Smith also ship. business 

Oct. 24, 1895 – Fred Schendel returned from his trip to Germany Friday, and reports having had a grand 

time with his old comrades in Germany. He was the only one from Wisconsin who attended the 

celebration. One side of Mr. Schendel’s coat is well covered with medals which were presented him at 

various places in Germany. He had the pleasure of seeing and conversing with Emperor William and 

Prince Bismarck and other notables. business 

xOct. 24, 1895 – It is said that some of the farmers on the line of the mill ditch will oppose the 

deepening of the canal on the ground that it will be a detriment to them. Attorney Niskern’s presence in 

town gave rise to the rumor that an injunction would be served to stop the work. We trust that no one 

will be short-sighted enough to interfere with this improvement which means so much to the town. It 

would surely prove a boomerang to anyone making the attempt. business 

Oct. 24, 1895- Mrs. Theresa Tagatz, suspect in bombing, escapes. crime 

Oct. 31, 1895 – Ed Reetz had moved his harness shop into his own building next to Behm & Co.’s store. 

business 

xOct. 31, 1895 – The dredging in the mill ditch still goes steadily on. Wm. Wyse, through his attorney, 

Perry Niskern, has brought suit against Teske & Zierke, and it was expected an injunction would be 

served to stop the work, but up to the present time, this has not been done. The charter of the canal 

company, granted almost 40 years ago, gives a right of way of 40 feet in width, and this is amply 

sufficient for present operations. business 

Oct. 31, 1895 – Several special meetings of the village board have been held recently to investigate 

certain matters. At one of the meetings held last Friday night the president of the village was disciplined 

for disposing of village property contrary to the expressed wishes of the board, and for other matters in 

which it was thought he had exceeded his authority. The village policeman, Ludwig Schmidt, has also 

been charged with neglect of duty, and will soon be given an opportunity to show cause why a fine 



should not be imposed upon him. It has been charged that he has spent part of the time when he should 

have been on his beat, in different saloons playing cards, and that he has not enforced the ordinance 

which requires the saloons to close at 11 o’clock every night. Crime government 

xNov. 7, 1895 – Wm. Wyse explains he wants three things: mill owners fence the ditch, that they bridge 

it in one place and they agree to keep their water in the ditch and off his land. Mill owners wouldn’t 

listen so he had to contest in court. business 

Nov. 7, 1895 – W.F. Corenke’s merry go round was the best paying institution in Princeton yesterday, 

not excepting even the saloons. One young man who tried to mount a mustang while the thing was in 

motion had a narrow escape from serious injury. entertainment 

Nov. 7, 1895 – Yesterday’s cattle fair was one of the largest, in point of attendance, ever held here. The 

rain of the night before was sufficient to lay the dust and make the roads passable, and this had much to 

do with the large turnout.  …  Many outsiders took this occasion to hire their winter help.  

Nov. 14, 1895 – HA Long and wife went to Juneau. Allie will work for Otis Warren in the Juneau mill. 

xNov. 21, 1895 – The latest move in the mill ditch matter was the serving of an injunction on Messrs. 

Teske & Zierke by Wm. Wise last week, the interested parties being unable to arrive at a satisfactory 

settlement. The mill men have not yet decided whether or not to give bonds to have the injunction 

dissolved, and may let the matter rest as it is, as the season for work is now nearly over. business 

Nov. 28, 1895 – 1869 history reprinted, part one. 

Nov. 28, 1895 – Herman Warnke challenges ordinance of saloons closing at 11. $5. Refused to pay and 

appealed to circuit court. business 

Dec. 5, 1895 – More history. 

xDec. 5, 1895 – Teske & Zierke petition court to set aside injunction. Mill Business 

Dec. 12, 1895 – More history. 

Dec. 12, 1895 – Over 200 people, some from other states, participated in the pilgrimage to St. Marie on 

Dec. 3d. The attempt to save the old landmark, the little church, from decay and desolation has been 

successful. New windows have been put in, a new floor laid, and many other improvements made. A 

writer in the Montello Express, speaking of this work, says: “Leaders in the restoration of the old church 

were the pastors of Montello, Princeton and Ripon; the Franciscan sisters of Montello and Princeton; 

Messrs. Manthey, Sullivan, Gallagher and Klawitter, of Princeton. The altar and statue are gifts from the 

citizens of Montello; the famous Scillagi painting of the Madonna is the gift of D.H. McBride, publishers 

of Chicago. 

Dec. 12, 1895 – Rev. Lopato informs us that the Catholic school has nearly 100 pupils enrolled; we have 

now 183 and the German school over 70, making a total of over 350 pupils attending the different 

schools in Princeton. 

Dec. 19, 1895 – History. 

-- 



1896 

Jan. 2, 1896 

R. Tonn has sold his saloon to John Buddenick and is moving it to Mrs. Knoop’s house on Short Street. 

The ice on the river is now in a fine condition for skating, and the young people are making the most of 

their opportunities. There is nothing more exhilarating than to glide swiftly over a long stretch of 

smooth, glaring ice these beautiful moonlight nights. 

Morse and Warnke have built a little waiting room near the bridge to serve as a refuge for them during 

the cold winter nights while waiting for incoming produce. 

January 2, 1896 - Erdmann Graf, father of Albert Graf, deceased, is conducting his son’s grocery business 

but has not yet decided whether he will continue the same or close out the stock. 

Dumdie’s orchestra holds ball Dec. 26. entertainment 

Jan. 9, 1896 

Mention of old ferry – Schroeder & Klawitter have ice house there now.  

Barron County Shield reports marriage of Local Whittemore, daughter of L.F. Whittemore, to Amos 

Babock, a printer at the Shield. 

Wittenberg paper reports death of Highknocker. 

Princeton markets listed 

Jan. 16, 1896 

Julius Buchholz selling dried fruits. A cigar stub thrown into a box of sawdust serving as a spittoon in 

Julius Buchholz’s store came near causing a disastrous fire Saturday night when the wind was blowing a 

gale. Those in the store noticed an odor of burning pine all the afternoon and looked high and low for 

the cause, but did not discover the smoldering fire until almost closing time at night. 

Frank & Giese selling fruits and vegetables. 

Mill owners Teske and Zierke reach settlement with W. Wyse in dispute over mill ditch. Both sides agree 

to pay own legal costs and release all damages claimed previously. Canal owners will construct and 

maintain a bridge across the ditch for use by Wyse, along with three culverts for drainage. Wyse gives 

mill owners absolute right of way 50 feet wide across his land. Should either party demand fencing, each 

will construct and maintain one half of the same. 

Jan. 23, 1896 

Jan. 30. 1896 

Ellen Long visiting from Juneau. 

August Stolp dies. 

Feb. 6, 1896 



16th annual masquerade coming up. 

O. J. Weiss jewelry store. 

Leap year dance goes until 3 a.m. 

Feb. 13, 1896 

It is rumored the suit of F.J. Yahr against the school district will be reopened. 

Steps were taken Tuesday night to organize a Business Men’s Association in Princeton. A meeting of the 

merchants was held and most of these expressed a willingness to join. Another meeting is to be held in 

the fire engine house tonight and it is expected the organization will be perfected. An agreement to do 

away with the credit system may also be signed by the members. 

Chris Piper has been a sufferer with neuralgic pains in the head for a few weeks past. 

Kids fall through ice skating but OK. Frankie Tucker and Harry Harroun. Companions: George Megow and 

Robert Lucas. 

Ingold Bros. & Kieberg will open a general store in M. Manthey’s building in the store room recently 

vacated by A. Priske about March 1. This firm has large stores in Neenah and Appleton. 

Feb. 20, 1896 

The old Cooke house, owned by G.A. Krueger and occupied by Bert Smith and family, was badly 

damaged by fire last Saturday and will probably have to be torn down. Mrs. Smith was away at the time 

but the household goods were nearly all saved. This house is an old landmark, having been built by 

Samuel Morse in the early history of Princeton. 

E.D. Morse shipped 50,000 pounds of wool to Milwaukee and Philadelphia parties last week. railroad 

L.D. Moses is president of the Ripon German National Bank. 

Will Whittemore has renewed the agency for ’96 for the best wheel made in America, the “Andrae.” 

Jacob Junker dies in Ripon. 

Feb. 27, 1896 

Abe Vars and Ed Ponto have purchased a stereopticon outfit – “magic lantern” -  and expect soon to 

make a trp, giving entertainments in neighboring towns. 

Fire at O.J. Weiss’ jewelry store damages clocks, wall paper, fishing tackle and musical merchandise to 

the amount of several hundred dollars. Fought with water brought in pails from river. Will move stock to 

adjoining room. 

Princeton will soon boast another manufacturing establishment – a tub factory. E.D. Morse, J.E. Leimer 

and Emil Klawitter have organized a company to be known as the Princeton Tub Co. and already have 

their factory well under way. It is being built on the west side on the site of the old shop which was 

blown down many years ago. The machinery has been ordered and it is expected will be running by 

March 20. Water from the mill ditch will furnish the motive power. The company will begin with the 



manufacture of butter tubs and will do general cooperage work. It may also take up other branches of 

the work later on. The capacity of the factory will be about 100 tubs a day. Chas. W. Haskins and Emil 

Klawitter will comprise the operative force at the start and employment may be given to others as 

business increases. 

March 5, 1896 

Eugene Yahr getting married in MKE. 

The March cattle fair is the time when farmers, hotel men and others hire most of their help for the 

summer season and come from miles away for that purpose. There is always a scramble for servant girls, 

hired men and boys, and they were in great demand yesterday. Farmers think the wages they have to 

pay are out of proportion to the prices they get for their grain and farm products. 

March 12, 1896 

A cigar maker from Kiel will soon open a cigar manufactory in Princeton. 

Otto Maulick has purchased the saloon of Ed Knoop in the American House block and will take 

possession at once. 

Henry Tucker has purchased the equipment of Otto Maulick and will consolidate the two shops in the 

Hennig building. 

All of the machinery for the tub factory has now arrived except the water wheel, and a start will soon be 

made. In putting in the underground flume leading from the ditch it was found necessary to blast with 

dynamite, as the ground was frozen to a depth of about six feet. 

It is expected that $100,000,000 worth of bicycles will be sold the present year. 

Moy Len has closed his laundry here and returned to Oshkosh. 

March 19, 1896 

Mrs. Friday will soon move her stock of millinery into the room in the Mesick building just vacated by 

Harry Tucker. W.J. Mesick will put in a few front in the store and also another large window for show 

purposes on the side. 

J. Wm. Worm will soon begin the erection of a building, 12x30, one story high, with fine glass front to be 

occupied by Mrs. J.E. Hennig as a millinery store. 

March 26, 1896 

Get your bicycles at Yahr Bros. Also have repair supplies, one of the best mechanics in the city, and have 

ordered a lathe and forge. They also and enamel and striple wheels. 

Dumdie’s Orchestra 

A Ziebell & Co. is the name of the new cigar manufactory firm in Princeton. Their factory is in John Pahl’s 

building and they will make several brands of goods. 



Rev. Lopatto, the former priest at St. John’s Catholic church, recently exchanged pastorates with Rev. 

Starostzick of Pine Grove, a young man who recently came to this country, and who is a nephew of 

Father Frank, a former priest who died suddenly several years ago. 

Ed Falbe has gone back into the draying business. 

The new tub factory started up yesterday and in a short time everything will be running smoothly. 

Considerable trouble has been experienced with leakage of water in the flume and bulkhead, causing 

some delay. 

With favorable weather, W.F. Corenke expects to have his merry-go-round in operation next fair day. 

entertainment 

A large number participated in a pilgrimage to St. Marie yesterday to celebrate the festival of the 

Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. The little chapel was filled to overflowing. Mass was celebrated and 

other services were held, conducted by Rev. Holznecht of Montello assisted by Rev. Starostzick of the 

Polish Catholic church of this place. 

Oshkosh judge rules against Nepeenauk Gun Cub (vs. Arthur Wilson) over trespassing charge on Mud 

Lake. The judge dismissed the case and held that the plaintiff had no title to the lake, as it belongs to the 

general government and therefore no actions for trespass would stand. 

April 2, 1896 – Published by W.P. Harmon. 

E. T. Frank’s interest in he firm of Frank & Giese is o be taken by Fred Giese, who will run the business 

alone. 

Henry Behm has leased his whole building and will soon move his stock to Westfield, going into 

partnership with his brother. 

The corner store of Behm’s block and the living rooms overhead have been leased by a barber. JJ 

Brandmeyer. 

Mrs. Weiss will occupy one side of the store now occupied by Behm with a new stock of millinery. The 

other half will be used for an express office and produce store of E. T. Frank. 

Ingold Bros. & Kieberg’s new store is now in full running order in the white front block on lower Water 

Street. 

WJ Mesick is making extensive improvements in the front of the store in his block soon to be occupied 

by Mrs. Friday. An entire new front is being put in. 

Mrs. J.E. Hennig has received her new stock of spring millinery, which will be displayed on Saturday, in 

the Commercial House, next door to Mueller’s drug store. 

Town election –  

April 9, 1896 

April 16, 1896? 



A destructive washout – Morse, Leimer & Co. Tub Manufacturers, in hard luck – Shortly after beginning 

work last Saturday morning the workmen in the tub factory on the west side heard a rush of water 

under the building and running out found that the bank between the factory and the mill ditch was 

being undermined and washed out. Some of the man ran at once up the canal to the water gate, just 

above the Montello Road, and turned the water off through the gate. But though this was done quickly 

it was not in time to save the bank, and a huge gully about 50 feet wide and 12 or 15 feet deep was 

made by the rushing water, which seemed bent on destruction. The trunk leading from the ditch to the 

factory was twisted and wrecked and the bulkhead partly undermined. The supports under one corner 

of the factory were torn out and had the building settled a little more it would have been carried down 

on the marsh. The damage was estimated at about $700, but it may be possible to make the necessary 

repairs for a little less. It was at once decided that the cost of filling in and rebuilding should be shared 

by Teske & Zierke and Morse Leimer & Co. and work was begun Monday morning on the filling in of the 

huge cavity. Men were employed with teams and scrapers taking dirt from the bed of the ditch and will 

begin today hauling gravel from the west side pit. The trunk will be repaired at once and work I the 

factory resumed as soon as possible. A large number of people have viewed the scene of the washout 

and photographer Megow succeeded in getting a fine view of the wreck, which we hope to show next 

week. 

Local news column called Sand-Burrs. 

Mrs. Friday moved into her new corner store in the Mesick block this morning. She leaves vacancy in HH 

Harmon building. 

G.A. Krueger has purchased a lot on the corner of Howard and Wisconsin streets of H. Dudgeon for $175 

and has removed the upright part of the old Cook residence to that location. 

A Mr. Mosolf of Chicago has purchased the Roeder farm near Green Lake for $3,500. 

April 23, 1896? 

George Yahr, H.L. Straight, Albert Worm and Herman Lueck are the latest additions to the ranks of 

Princeton wheelmen. 

Base ball is back. 45-18 loss to Montello. 

Short work has been made of repairing the damage caused by the recent washout on the west side, and 

the tub factory resumed work yesterday. The east bank of the ditch has been strengthened by planking 

for several rods along the weak spot, thus precluding any further trouble. The cost will probably be 

some less than was estimated at first. 

Fire department election. Frank Borsack, chief. 

Bikes cost $18-$30. 

April 30, 1896? 

Mackowski Bros. have moved their stock of goods into their own building in the room occupied by Mr. 

Weiss at the time of the fire and across the road from their old quarters. 



Will Yahr is putting a cellar under his house, sodding the lawn, painting his residence and otherwise 

brightening the appearance of Short Street. 

E.R. Beebe has dug a new well and intends putting up a windmill to do the hard work for him. He will 

have a 40-foot tower and a 30-barrel tank. The windmill fever has also attacked G.J. Krueger, and his 

garden will blossom like the rose with the aid of the 50-foot steel tower windmill. Dr. HL Straight, having 

purchased a cow, is not content without dairy conveniences and has the material on the ground for a 

new milkhouse. Here, again, he will utilize his windmill. 

Teske & Zierke have planted willows along the east side of the mill ditch to strengthen the bank near the 

point of the recent washout.  

G.A. Krueger is fixing up the old Cooke house with a stone foundation, etc. and has also put in a drive 

well on the lot. 

A modest residence is being built on Clinton Street for Mr. Glamm and another on Wisconsin street for 

Mrs. Herman. 

The village election next Tuesday promises to be a hotly contested one and the result is in doubt. A 

Democratic caucus will be held at 2 o’clock Saturday and it is expected that the saloonists will be in 

control and a straight liquor ticket nominated. A union caucus has also been called for 3:30 in the 

afternoon, and it is proposed to put a ticket in the field that will command the support and votes of the 

best elements of all parties. 

May 7, 1896? 

FW Corenke’s merry-go-‘round did a rushing business yesterday and far into the night.entertainment. 

It is President Herman Warnke now and Ira Hudson becomes a plain citizen again. He defeated J.F. 

Warnke 145-125. Dems win all but clerk (Chas. Maik def. Worm) and supervisor (E. Mueller def. M. 

Manthey) 

Deming sells A.E. Netttleton shoes. 

Wm. Wnittemore and Roy Harmon took a long bicycle ride Sunday, going to Oshkosh via Berlin, Waukau 

and Omro, and returning by way of Ripon and Dartford, a distance of about 82 miles. 

J. Wm Worm’s new building is all ready for occupancy and Mrs. Hennig will move to her new quarters as 

soon as she can find the time. 

May 14, 1896? 

Whittemore has fishing tackle for sale now. 

John Ernst has put up an addition to his brewery, a one-story building for the storage of barley. 

Miss Helena Barrtol was married to Theodore Halman of Berlin at the home of the bride’s father, Mr. S. 

Bartol, near Princeton, Tuesday morning, Rev. Starostzick, of the Polish Catholic Church, performing the 

ceremony. The groom is an employee in the Luther broom factory, Berlin. 



The successful exhibitors at the World’s Fair have at last received their medals. Chittenden & Morse, J.F. 

Warnke, Frank Merrill and Herman Pansie are among the recipients in this locality. The medals are 

bronze medallions in plush-lined boxed with aluminum covers. 

The Princeton Cornet Band will give a picnic in the west side grove May 25. entertainment 

The Princeton office of the American Express Co. is now located in the Behm building. Miss Berta Gustin 

is the assistant. 

Owner of Oakwood resort on Green Lake had men and teams build a bicycle path from Green Lake to 

Ripon. “Now what can be done between Princeton and Green Lake?” 

 

May 21, 1896? 

W.F. Corenke will give a picnic next Monday on the grounds south of the village. The merry-go-‘round 

will be in operation during the day and evening. entertainment 

A number of gentlemen are in the village today talking with the business men about a new railroad, a 

continuation of the Marshfield & Southeastern Railway. It is proposed to build the road from Centralia 

to Nekoosa on the Wisconsin River, where there is a splendid water power and from there through 

Wautoma, connecting either with the St. Paul Road at Berlin or the Northwestern at this point. The 

matter will be submitted to our business men to act on as they see fit. The projectors say the line will 

surely be built to one point or the other, it being only a question of where they can get the most help. 

May 28, 1896? 

If the weather is favorable W.F. Corenke will take his merry-go-‘round to Berlin tomorrow. 

entertainment 

Berlin passes ordinance requiring $1 license fee for bicycles, with money to be used for road 

improvements. The Journal estimates the number of wheels at between 300 and 400. 

Base ball fever has the town in its grip and up to date four clubs have been formed – the “old nine” “first 

nine,” “second nine” and “third nine,” besides which there are other players who join in occasionally. 

The Princeton bicyclists have often wished, as they plowed through the sandy places on their way to the 

beautiful shores of Green Lake, that a good bicycle path might be established over the route. The 

making of a track from Green Lake to Ripon has stimulated them to action, and during the past week 

quite an amount has been contributed by the local cyclists to give the work a start. At a meeting held 

Saturday evening, a committee of four was appointed to plan and oversee the work. This seems an 

improvement over the license plan in that the wheelmen expend their own money as they see fit. 

Stevens Point wheelmen funding a hard cinder track to Plover. 

Cornet band holds annual picnic in the west side grove.??? (Bert Shew (leader), cornet; Emil Rach, 

clarinet; Gustav Santow, cornet; John Radtke, solo alto; Aug. Roeder, first alto; Allert Arndt, second alto; 

Wm. Freihart, first tenor; Herman Somers, second tenor; Louis Seebenhaar, baritone; Fred Somers, bass; 

Loren Green, snare drum; Emil Klawitter, bass drum. entertainment 



June 4, 1896? 

The school boys are organizing a ball team. 

123 school children marched to the cemetery Saturday afternoon. 

The Standard Oil Co. is building a wagon house and will erect an oil tank north of the elevator. 

SM Eggleston has reshingled the old foundry building and will use it as a wood warehouse. 

Robert Leege, manager of the Black Creek cheese factory, informs us that the product of his factory will 

hereafter be shipped from this place instead of from Berlin as heretofore. 

Work on the Princeton-Green Lake bicycle path is progressing satisfactorily, being about half-finished. 

The path follows the upper road to the Stimson farm, thence over to the “telephone” road, this being 

the route usually taken by the cyclists. 

June 11, 1896? 

Fred Yahr and Roy Harmon will enter the Waukesha-Milwaukee road race June 20. 

Elmer Morse is building an office near his warehouse. 

Description of school grades system? 

Princeton has been billed for Ringling Bros’ circus. 

June 18, 1896? 

The members of the Princeton Turn Verein celebrated the 22nd anniversary in a quiet way last night. 

The surveyors in the employ of W.A. Scott, president of the Port Edwards, Centralia & Northern Railway 

Co., began work in earnest on Monday of this week, surveying the route from here to Nekoosa.  … 

“There have been so many surveying parties in Princeton in late years, and so much talk of a railroad 

extension, that Princetonites will only credit stories of railroad building when actual operations begin. 

The business men are indifferent in the matter, many even thinking that a road in that direction would 

be more of a detriment than a help to the town. This opinion is not shared by all, as some think that 

every additional road out of here will help to build up the town. 

June 25, 1896 

HE Tucker tonsorial artist Hennig’s block, in Otto Maulick’s old stand 

Dr. G. J. Racek has office over Teske store. 

Dr. Nelson G. McConnell office over Princeton State Bank, as is attorney Frank E. Clark. 

Waushara Argus note about railroad expansion. 

Roy Harmon finished in 57:17 with a flat tire. Fred Yahr rode in 57:21. “The boys say the dust was so 

heavy that part of the time the road was invisible a few feet ahead. Roy had an encounter with a 

boulder on his way home from Milwaukee. 

July 2, 1896 



Officials of the Marshfield & Southeastern Railway Co. have filed propositions for subscriptions to the 

capital stock of the road in many of the towns on the route of the proposed extension from Port 

Edwards to Princeton. They ask that $75,000 be raised in this way to enable them to build the road.  … 

70 miles. “No proposition has yet been filed with the board of supervisors of the town of Princeton, 

though it is possible one may be later.” To be completed by Jan. 1, 1898. The capital stock of the railway 

is to be paid for in the negotiable corporate bonds of the several towns. 

The Standard Oil Company is setting up a large oil tank north of the elevator on the river bank. 

Chris Piper commits suicide. Funeral. “Last Sunday evening, a little while before the shades of light 

began to fail, the residents of this place were electrified by the startling news, which spread like wild 

fire, that Mr. C. Piper, one of the old settlers of the town and a man known and loved by everybody, had 

shot himself.  … Mr. Piper has been around as usual during the day and nothing strange was noticed in 

his conduct, only that he looked tired and complained of a severe pain to a few who were sitting with 

him in front of his store.” Knelt next to bed, daughter Dora and friend in parlor, .38 caliber revolver, 

gripped in left hand.”He had been in poor health for the past year and had feared a stroke of paralysis 

which he thought might leave him helpless and a burden on others. Had recently traded for revolver and 

had gotten some morphine. Moved to Princeton in 1850s. “Everyone who had lived here during that 

time, knew and appreciated his never-failing good humor and kind-heartedness.”  

Jacob Messing will not take out a saloon license this year but has secured the agency for an improved 

tailor system of cutting and will devote his time to canvassing. 

Dredge No. 5 at work above the Princeton lock. 

A fatal accident – A terrible accident, in which little Emil Ellinger, lost his life and Lewis Straight received 

serious injuries, occurred in Princeton Friday afternoon. He two boys named, with Richard Ellinger, still 

younger, went up the river in a boat shortly after dinner, taking with them a breech-loading shotgun. 

They landed at Borst’s island and went into the grove. There, sitting on the ground, the two older boys 

were working together to load the gun. The shell of the cartridge selected was corroded and would not 

slide into the gun. So one of them began pounding on the shell with a knife, when it exploded, the brass 

shell being driven with terrible force through the forehead and into the brain of the unfortunate lad, 

making a ghastly wound. His companion, Lewis, had one finger mangled and his eyes, face and breast 

covered with powder. Many people heard the loud report and the screams and cries for help of little 

Rich Ellinger, who was uninjured. Hurrying to the scene they found Emil lying on the ground with his 

head supported in Lewis’ lap. The latter was sopping the blood from his unconscious companion’s 

wound and crying bitterly. Emil was carried tenderly home and lingered, all the time unconscious, until 

about 8 o’clock that evening. The shell was found in the back and at one side of his head. A piece of the 

knife blade was also taken from his mouth. Dr. Straight took his boy to Milwaukee on the afternoon 

train to have his eyes cared for by a specialist. One eye was found to be all right and it is hoped the sight 

of the other may be preserved. Twice a day the boy had to submit to the ordeal of having powder picked 

from his eyes, face and body. 

July 9, 1896 

 Oscar Tassler has purchased the saloon of G. Dreger and took possession July 1. 

Fred Yahr wheeled to Appleton to take in the state bicycle meet. J.E. Leimer and wife also attended. 



Miss Agnes Mueller is an enthusiastic cyclist. 

W.F.Corenke has sold his merry-go-‘round to Yearke Bros. & Nest of Ripon, who are now operated the 

same in Markesan. Entertainment. 

School board: E.R. Beebe elected clerk to succeed Anton Rimpler, who had served in that position for 

nine years. Voted to raise $2000 by assessment. WF Currie principal. 

During an altercation yesterday, on a business matter, JM Koeser cowardly assaulted HH Harmon, 

striking him in the face and inflicting severe injuries. Mr. Koeser plead guilty to the charge of assault and 

battery before Justice Pooch today and was fined. 

Fourth celebration – Germania brass band, Princeton cornet band, string orchestra, Princeton brass 

band all perform. Races. Fred Yahr wins the bicycle race, Roy Marmon second. Many young people take 

train ride. “The trains were all heavily loaded, some even riding on top of the cars.”  … “With the 

parades, races, band music, cries of the street vendors calling their “lemo, two for five,” “peanus hot 

and peanuts cold,” “red-hots, right this way,” etc., pretty girls in white with their adoring swains, and 

the flags and bunting fluttering, it was an animated sight. The merry-go-‘round was a great attraction 

and did a rushing business. Then there were wheels of fortune, dice shaking layouts where “you are 

bound to win every time,” a graphophone, cane-ringing stands, where you “get a dollar bill for only five 

cents,” about thirty refreshment stands and two church restaurants, all getting a share of the 

patronage.” 

July 16, 1896 

Only 12 saloon licenses have been issued so far this year. Two less than last year. 

July 23, 1896 

Mr. and Mrs. W.F. Currie were in town last Thursday and leased GA Krueger’s place – the remodeled 

Cooke house. They intend to get settled at housekeeping before the summer school opens. Currie has 

been principal for six years. “As a teacher he is a pronounced success. Always enthusiastic in his work 

and with ability of high order, he has given this place the best school we have ever had. Both as a 

teacher and citizen, Mr. Currie is very popular. A man of sterling character and genial manners, he has 

won an enviable position in the affections of our people both old and young. 

July 30, 1896 

Pitching quoits is the favorite pastime in the village now and there are many claimants for the title of 

champion. Old and young alike indulge in the game. 

Carl Barthol and Ed Borst are the champion fishermen of these parts. 

The office in Chas. Demell’s block, recently vacated by E.D. Morse, is for rent to a suitable tenant. The 

room is 20x40 feet. 

E.D. Morse is improving his lumber yard by the building of new sheds. 

LL Leighton has wrought a transformation of his corner by repainting and reshingling his residence and 

by the addition of a large veranda in front. 



The ordinance prohibiting the riding of bicycles on the sidewalks is being rigidly enforced by the village 

authorities.  

Aug. 6, 1896 

The summer normal school begins Monday, Aug. 3d. The boarding houses and retail stores always give 

the normal a warm welcome, but it is a season of bitterness for our Princeton girls. We have 49 

marriageable young ladies and but a baker’s dozen of eligible young men. The advent of sixty handsome, 

quick-witted school marms complicates matters wonderfully. 

Ripon – Highknocker in town. Death reported last winter was brother. Owns 80 acres near Wausau. 

Aug. 13, 1896 

Val. Kalupa loses barn and granary to fire on the west side Friday. Three fat hogs destroyed. Loss 

estimated at $160. 

Charles Kroesing of Mayville sells old Kunz place on west side to a Mr. Mueller of the town of Dakota. 

Roy Harmon biking to Eldora, Iowa. 

Berlin Courant: The towns of Wautoma, Deerfield, Dakota and Marion have already voted to bod for the 

proposed Marshfield  & Southern Railroad. It is expected that Oasis and Plainfield will also, if not the 

route may go by way of Hancock. Mt. Morris people have personally subscribed about $2,000 to aid the 

road. 

Aug. 20, 1896 

Highknocker in town. 

Aug. 27, 1896 

A new barn at brewery. 

Leighton adding another wing to his house. 

Sept. 3, 1896 

Edw. Reetz is fixing up the living rooms over his harness shop. 

WF Luedtke visiting brother August in Minnesota. 

Sept. 10, 1896 

Wm Ponto has moved his harness shop and stock across the street into his own building, where he has 

more commodious and better quarters. 

Fred Welk has purchased the farm implement stock and trade of Graf & Summerfeld. 

One of the most interested spectators at the services at St. Mary’s shrine Tuesday morning was Miss 

Mary Mears, a talented young writer of Oshkosh, who was present for the purpose of obtaining data for 

an article descriptive of the historic little chapel, the holy spring which is supposed to have been blessed 



by the great explorer Father Marquette, and the pilgrimage to the shrine. … Miss Mears was the guest of 

Miss Kittie Thompson. 

The tenth pilgrimage to the shrine of Mary at the Fountain, at the little chapel in St. Marie, was held on 

Tuesday of this week to celebrate the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin.  

Sept. 17, 1896 

Aug Ponto expects to make at least 2500 gallons of sorghum syrup this year. 

Herman Krueger is making an excellent grade of sorghum at his mill this year. 

Sept. 24, 1896 

Mears story about pilgrimage:  

A.F. Hennig’s marble shop burns.  

The Democratic banner was unfurled to the breeze on Tuesday. It is suspended between the buildings of 

Yahr Bros. and G.A. Krueger. The lettering and portraits of Bryan and Sewall are the work of Fred 

Caldwell, who did a very creditable job. 

The Princeton State Bank has opened a savings department for the purpose of offering to all an 

opportunity of placing their surplus earnings where they will be secure from the accident of loss from 

fire, burglary or the temptation to spend, and at the same time bear a fair rate of interest. Small savings 

may be deposited and they will begin at once to accumulate for the depositor. You are invited to call at 

the bank and obtain a book and avail yourself of the opportunities of the savings department. 

Frank Tucker, 16, will teach in the Frank Morse district. He is proud possessor of a first-grade certificate. 

Walter C. Sanger will race at the state fair Saturday, the first time he has ridden in his home city for 

many years. He will race with Bald, who road an unpaced half mile at Manhattan Beach Saturday in 1:00 

1-5, starting from the scratch. This breaks the world’s record. The world’s record for an unpaced mile is 

held by Sanger. 

Oct. 1, 1896 

Newspapers in Minneapolis and Milwaukee sponsor bicycle relay race between the cities 451.5 miles 

apart. 

Mrs. OJ Weiss sells half interest in her millinery store to Miss Clara Lichtenberg. 

Oct. 8, 1896 

A.F. Hennig will rebuild his marble shop. 

SM Egglestson’s residence on west side burns along with most all of the family’ household effects. 

$2,000 loss. No insurance. House was erected in 1858 by David M. Green, occupied next by JC 

Thompson family and then, for nearly 30 years, Eggleston. 

Oct. 15,1896 

Profile of JH Davidson with photo 



Capt. Thaddeus Wild of Milwaukee addressed the Polish voters of Princeton in the interests of 

Democracy Monday night. 

The Princeton Cigar factory of A. Ziebell & Co. has worked up a nice trade in Princeton and adjoining 

towns and is doing a fine business. The members of the firm, Arthur and Rudolph Ziebell, are 

accommodating young men, good cigar-makers and hustlers for business. They manufacture about a 

dozen different brands, some of which are private, and which find a ready sale. The factory has been 

located, for several months past, in the Schendel building on the west side, the Ziebell family occupying 

the living rooms overhead.  

JA Maitland has his new hotel, The Western, in running order, and solicits a share of the patronage. His 

place is newly furnished throughout and there are good stable accommodations. The Western is located 

opposite Swanke’s wagon manufactory, in the brick block formerly occupied by F.A. Zellmer. Mr. 

Maitland has a card in this issue. – Maitland is proprietor. Formerly of City Hotel, Berlin. 

Oct. 22, 1896 

During the past season, August Swanke has added several new departments to his already extensive 

manufacturing establishment on the west side. He has purchased the machinery, patterns and tools of 

the old iron foundry and has moved them into one of the buildings south of the mill ditch. Jos. Junker, 

who is an expert moulder and a first-class iron worker, is in charge of this department and is kept busy 

turning out castings for the various farm machines which Mr. Swanke manufactures. Arrangements are 

also being made by Mr. Swanke to saw his own oak plants and timbers. Oak logs will be brought down 

the river by steamer and converted material needed at the wagon shop. 

Oct. 29, 1896 

W.P. Harmon turns paper over to E. R. Beebe and F. E. Clark. “I have decided to leave the duties of a 

country publisher and again take up the work of job printing in the fair “Flour City” of Minnesota. 

Bishop Messmer of Green Bay conducted confirmation services in the two Catholic churches of 

Princeton Sunday. In St Patrick’s church, eight were confirmed, and in St. John’s church a class of about 

three hundred. 

Republicans hold rally – street parade and speeches at Turner Hall. A novel feature of the evening, and 

one deserving of special mention, was the parade of the ladies while meeting was in progress. On 

account of lack of room no one but voters were admitted to the hall, but the ladies were bound to take 

some part in the demonstration, and armed with torches, lanterns and tin horns, they paraded up and 

down the streets, cheering for McKinley and making all the racket possible. Nearly a hundred women 

were in line and it is to be regretted that were not furnished with a band and speakers. 

Nov. 5, 1896 

Both parties plan rallies Monday night before election. Republicans at Turner Hall. Speaker Henry Fink of 

Milwaukee in both German and English. Democrats outdoor meeting with address by Wm. F. 

Gruenewald, candidate for Congress vs. JH Davidson and son of JP Schneider. 



Priest Rev. Q. Zelinski, pastor of St. Peter’s Polish Catholic church in Stevens Point. Two shots fired 

through window. Priest on trial for assault on janitor. … Was he the one in row with teacher at St. 

John’s? 

“The senior editor has been connected with the paper for a number of years prior to October 1894, 

hence he is no stranger as a publisher to the greater majority of the readers of the Republic. Mr. Clark, 

however, is new in the business, but is so well known in the community that but little is necessary to be 

said in this connection. He will still carry on his law business the same as usual but will render what aid 

he can in making the Republic a more valuable paper than ever, if that is possible. There will be no 

change in the political features of the Republic. – Beebe & F.E. Clark 

McKinley wins. Princeton cast 559 votes. Green Lake County McKinley 2101, Bryan 1567. Scofield 2091, 

Silverthorn 1581; Davidson 2105, Gruenwald 1569. Amendment??? 315 for, 362 against 

Nov. 12, 1896 

More about James H. Davidson. Newly elected congressman. 

Snowfall made marching difficult and limited size of election celebration “But that did not seem to 

dampen the ardor of the hundreds present. … There were enough here to have a rattling good time and 

make noise enough to send the echoes far and wide over the Indian Lands. There was the Princeton 

band, there were horns and plenty of boys ready to fairly blow their heads off trying to add to the 

racket, there were guns and revolvers and cannon crackers; there was cheering and yellow all along the 

line; there were fireworks and rockets in every direction. All yelled till they were hoarse. A procession 

with torches was formed and marched over the river and back. They bore banners and Frank Morse 

drove a carriage of ladies, and the brooms attached to the vehicle suggested the willingness to sweep 

Bryan ranks into oblivion. In the crowd were a number who had won the bright privilege of wheeling a 

political opponent on a wheelbarrow to cancel a wager. Fred Caldwell, a silver man, upon the strength 

of a wager cancelled it by drawing Vergne Potter several blocks in his buggy. A bonfire in front of the 

American House ended the event for four years to come, or until McKinley is re-elected.” 

In riding over the country a person is impressed by the marked improvements made by the farming class 

within a few years. New houses and barns are common in every neighborhood. And what is more many 

of them are build with a view to taste as well as convenience. 

Nov. 19, 1896 

Ed Falbe is erecting a building near the elevator, which will be filled with ice the coming winter. 

Yahr Bros. putting fine furnace into Mr. L.E. Leighton’s residence. 

Monday Smith & Dahlke shipped four carloads of hogs, two of cattle and two of sheep to the Chicago 

market. A car of beans for E.D. Morse and another for John Warnke, making ten carloads of stuff 

shipped from Princeton by the noon train. 

Nov. 26, 1896 

Dec. 3, 1896 

Dec. 10, 1896 



That Princeton can boast of one of the finest orchestras in the state goes without telling t those who 

have ever listened to their music. The leader, Mr. Dumdie, has few rivals as a violinist; that Alfred Giese 

knows how to make a guitar talk, Princetonites will vouch for that; that Gus Weinkauf can play a corne 

to perfection no one can deny; and if there is one thing in this world Frank Drill understands it is how to 

play a bass viol.” entertainment 

Clara Lichtenburg buys out Mrs. Weiss in millinery and dressmaking business. 

Dec. 17, 1896 

Dec. 24, 1896 

Dec. 31, 1896 

Princeton Home Minstrels show being planned Jan. 12, will feature the latest ballads and comedy songs. 

Fred Caldwell and Ed Case painting new scenery for Turner Hall. “Home minstrels are the latest rage, 

and in every place where the local talent can permit, are being organized and play to full houses, in 

many cases the entire community turning out to witness the effort. entertainment 

Eggleston store near the bridge. Hereafter on the occasion of a dance or like entertainment DW 

Eggleston will serve supper ad oyster stew at his store near the bridge. 

-- 

1897 

Jan. 7, 1897 

The new curtain: Through the courtesy of Messrs. Caldwell and Case, the writer was a privileged admirer 

Tuesday evening of the new curtain just hung at Turner Hall. As a work of art, it is a masterpiece, and 

does, indeed, fill the proverbial “long felt want” as the old curtain and scenery has not been in keeping 

with the other improvements of the for hall for several years past. The representation on the curtain is a 

Venetian scene, painted in terra cotta and a lovely blue, around which is ground the advertisements of a 

number of our most prominent and enterprising business men. The scene painting is one that Mr. 

Caldwell may well feel proud of, and the work by Mr. Case is well done and artistic. Two more scenes 

have also been added to the old scenery, and if the members of the Turn Verein would now put in new 

scenery throughout, as undoubtedly they will, no place of our size in the state could boast of a finer hall 

for entertainment, and we would get the class of shows that have not patronized our town before as our 

scenery was not such as they needs must have to put on a first-class entertainment.  (L.T.) 

entertainment 

Jan. 14, 1897 

Supreme Court ruling regarding railroad bonds. 

The Princeton Home Minstrels (in color) played to a full house and a most appreciative audience at 

Turner Hall Tuesday evening, and fairly surprised all by their talent. That such talent was lying dormant 

in our little city no one for a moment had ever conceived, but now that it has been manifested, we are 

all justly proud of our minstrels.  …  Highlights included the trapeze balancing act of Fred Gordon, 

tumbling by Gordon and Jim Maitland. Mr. Maitland as an Ethiopian comedian was a success.  … One of 



the crowning features of the entertainment was the song, “Twilight is Stealing” by the pickaninny 

quartette. They were loudly encored and responded with a negro ‘hoe down.’” Show will be repeated 

on Jan. 22 but with some additions, such as Chas. Disotell’s contortion act. “Messrs. Gordon ad Maitland 

will introduce their vey best specialties in black face, Irish and German character. Princeton brass band 

sponsors show as benefit, with proceeds will go to Gordon and Maitland who are organizing a troupe for 

their spring campaign. entertainment 

Jan. 21, 1897 

Weinkauf and Dumdey are rehearsing a very neat and catchy musical act for the benefit performance 

tomorrow evening. They are clever musicians and the public is always pleased with their successful 

work. 

Jan. 28, 1897 

The Milwaukee Wisconsin says there is a prospect of the extension of this road to Nekoosa the coming 

season. This has been often repeated. But the rumor comes, and the Republic might as well repeat it. 

The St. Patrick’s church has been changed inside to an extent that shows great improvement. The 

change of the platform and altar has been supplemented by new carpets. 

The Rev. Quirimus Zielinski, of Stevens Point, has brought suit against Zigmand Hutter, proprietor of a 

Polish newspaper called the Roink published in Stevens Point, to recover the sum of $5,000 for alleged 

libel. Father Zielinski is the priest who had so much trouble a short time ago with his parishioners in 

Stevens Point. His church and rectory were burned and an effort was made to assassinate him.  

Note from Ripon about Rev. August Buchholz withdrawing as minister of the Evangelical Association. 

Feb. 4, 1897 

E.D. Morse closed a sale today of 90,000 pounds of wool to the Brickner Woolen Mill Co. 

The old house that stood near the creek in the south part of the village and known as the Greenleaf 

Merrill house, and recently razed to give place for a new edifice, has something of a history. In 1852 or 

’53, one Tubbs, from Little Fox River, in this state, came here and proposed to build a bowling alley an 

on looking the village over he found a water lot somewhere in the vicinity of the railroad elevator, and 

on said lot there stood what would be called here a gigantic burr oak tree, whose limbs spread out over 

a large area of ground and extending from the trunk in nearly a horizontal manner. Tubbs conceived the 

erratic idea of setting his building near the tree and making use thereof by building seats in the top from 

one branch to another and so arranged that his guests could step from the upper story into the tree top 

in summer time and there in the shade drink mint julep or lemonade. The building being erected and 

enclosed minus doors or windows remained in that shape until 1856 and was known as the “Poney” 

Tubbs building. Frank merrill later came into possession and moved it to south site. 

Feb. 11, 1897 

Feb. 18, 1897 

Wm. Knoblock died last Thursday afternoon. Some two months ago Mr. Knoblock fell from the top of a 

pair of stairs in the rear of John Hennig’s bakery and was terribly injured. His spine was badly hurt, and 



from that hour he has lain utterly helpless, unable to move. Death ended his sufferings at the date noted 

above. He was 54 years of age. 

Feb. 25 1897 

Ingold Bros. & Kleberg have moved their stock of goods to Oshkosh. 

Mrs. Giese will serve 12 o’clock supper next Tuesday night, the date of the Turners’ masquerade. Second 

door west of hall. 

Lumber Yards Sold: Negotiations that have been pending between E.D. Morse, of this city, and the 

Brittingham & Hixon Lumber Co., of Madison, for the past few weeks, for the sale of Mr. Morse’s large 

lumber yards here, were closed this week. Mr. Morse selling the yards at a good figure, beside receiving 

a round sum for good will, patronage, etc. The Brittingham & Hixon Lumber Co are large lumber dealers, 

having twenty odd branches in the state. The yards will remain in Princeton, as the purchasers have 

leased the sheds and lots for five years, with the privilege of ten. The new company will take possession 

April 1st, but Mr. Morse has been retained at a salary to look after the interests of the yards. 

Frank Klawitter hurt trimming tree. 

Water depth at Green Lake – 217 feet southwest of Sugar Load. Greatest depth previously known was 

only a foot or two over 200 feet. Work done by party of sounders led by Prof, C. Dwight Marsh of Ripon 

College. 

March 4, 1897 

Frank Bartol went to Dartford Monday. 

The St. Marie farmers are moving in the matter of erecting a butter and cheese factory some two miles 

northeast of this. John Flowers, president; Nic Pfeifer, vice president; Fred W. Luedtke, secretary; Carl 

Ahern, treasurer. Directors: Bert Whiting, John Schneberger and J.W. Kohnke. Building on southeast 

corner of Carl Ahren’s farm. Main building will be 26x40 with an 18 by 22 boiler and engine room 

attached. Ready for business by April 15.  

March 11, 1897 

Oshkosh editorial about need for election reform, replacement of caucus system. Australian voting 

system. 

Ripon Commonwealth: Beginning with the present month the Wisconsin Telephone Company 

establishes a half-rate schedule for night messages, from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. 10 cents from Ripon to 

Dartford, Berlin and Markesan; 15 cents to Fond du Lac, Oshkosh and Princeton; 30 cents to Milwaukee. 

New tailoring store? H.W. Edw. Buck. 

Death of Mrs. Wm. Luedtke, but I don’t see it listed. Another page of local?? Funeral was one of the 

largest ever held in Princeton. 

March 18, 1897 

March 25, 1897 



Dentist G. A. Hildreth, of Fond du Lac, will make set of teeth guaranteed for 10 years, for $8. Rents 

rooms over Lueck & Manthey’s store, will be there every Tuesday and offers painless extraction of teeth, 

filling and plate work. 

Big ad for DeWitt’s Place down by the bridge:  

Albert Ziebell, of the firm A. Ziebell & Co., our popular cigar makers, will go to Milwaukee this week or 

next to make a speculation for the company. He will buy heavily in Havana tobacco. 

Father Starostrik, of the Polish Catholic church of this village, has been transferred to a congregation at 

Stevens Point. Father Zelinski, who was here several years ago, has returned to this charge. 

April 1, 1897 

Grippe? 

Mrs. O.J. Weiss is about to open her millinery store. Two doors west of Mackowski Bros. 

Clara Lichtenburg will have her spring opening of millinery on April 6. 

A meeting to organize a baseball club will be held in the band room over Lueck & Manthey store April 3.  

… A club was organized and a membership of over 40 members has been secured. “Never has there 

been so much interest manifested in the national game in Princeton as there has been this season, and 

the promoters are meeting with encouragement on every hand.” Officers are W.F. Currie, president; 

Fred L. Tucker, vice president and secretary; AT Campbell, business manager; Gus Weinkauf, treasurer. 

April 8, 1897 

Opening week of spring and summer millinery Mrs. JE Hennig. 

We understand that J.F. Warnke has purchased the Graff grocery store in the Luedtke block. 

Dr. Millard dies. April 4, 1897. 

Eggleston & Paull open a meat market in the old foundry building on the west side. Will run delivery 

wagon to any part of village. 

Former principal Dan Regan, of Chicago, dies. Funeral at St. Patrick’s. 

April 15, 1897 

April 22, 1897 

Gus A Krueger has contract to furnish Uncle Sam with 230 cords of stone for the dam at the Princeton 

lock. 

R.P. Rawson has moved his office from the second floor of Mittelstadt’s block back into the old corner 

he occupied years ago in the late Judge Myer’s office, now Wash. Whittemore’s place. 

The use of the wide tire on wagons would materially benefit the roads, especially if their use became 

universal. 



WJ Mesick is town chairman, Aug. Redmond and Herman Verch supervisors. Ed Harroun, clerk. M. 

Manthey, treasurer. Eph. Muller, assessor; Ed Harroun and HE Megow, justices; Lute Merrill, F.S. Merrill 

and Wm. Seidel, constables. 

Airship brief – what is this? 

April 29, 1897 

The butter tub factory people are building a warehouse. 

WW Miller, our new lumberman, has rented house vacated by Dr. McConnell on Clinton street. 

May 6, 1897 

JJ Brandmyer has sold out his barber shop to W.F. Rounds. May 1. 

Gutters and cornice on school building changed to avoid leaks. 

Village election: Herman Warnke, president; Edward Reetz, Frank Borsack, Andrew Drill, J. H. Manthey, 

Gustav Zierke, Fred Nickodem, trustees; Charles G. Maik, clerk; Martin Manthey, treasurer; Ephraim 

Mueller, assessor; Ephraim Mueller, supervisor; Wm. Corenke, constable; Paul Sigler and Julius Hennig, 

justice of the peace; Frank W. Teske, police justice. 

Lafayette Whittemore dies in Baron. May 6. Consumption.  

May 13, 1897 

Mr. Duginski is laying the foundation for a new house on Lot 7, block T, Clinton Street. 

W.F. Corenke has been appointed marshal and nightwatch of the village. He is also constable. 

Nice profile of Harmon furniture business. 

May 20, 1897 

Princeton loses to Dartford 28-16 before large crowd at the baseball park. “Though the score ran up high 

a number of good plays were made, and the work of Stott, Carpenter, Tucker, Chapel, Giese, Maitland 

and Dartford’s first baseman was very commendable. 

May 27, 1897 

Band getting new hats and uniforms.entertainment 

Substantial walk completed from Straight’s corner to Mesick’s block. Sewers enlarged enough to carry 

away the water. 

June 3, 1897 

AC Hopkins returns his pension. 

J.A. Maitland, having sold the Western Hotel to Mr. Albert Humphrey, of Omro, has returned to Berlin. 

“After many days” Princeton’s team has won a game of ball; after many disappointments the damask 

features of our fans are now adorned with broad, large two-for-a-quarter smiles, and since the game a 



number of our merchants have received orders for new hats of a very large size, warranted to stretch. 

But, it’s no wonder, boys, and it’s all right. With the remembrance of a dozen defeats staring them in the 

face, and with sand “to the bridles,” our boys marched (?) to Germania last Sunday and met the allied 

batteries of Montello and Germania on the glaring sands of Germania’s ball field. Our team did nobly, 

and throughout the battle where the balls flew the thickest, our boys were there and “raked” them in. 

Even Montello’s “crack” players could not win the game for Germania; neither could the decisions of a 

one-sided umpire. The features of the game were the heavy batting of Princeton, the battery work by 

Tucker and Giese, and Umpire Rimpler’s fair decisions. The score: 24-18. 

June 10, 1897 

Big birthday party at Turner Hall for Fred E. Yahr, 25, and Ruth Demell, 18. 

June 17, 1897 

Death of Lorenzo D. Olin, of Dartford. June 11. 

Pooch & Megow really pushing real estate sales. 

Harry Tucker has located his barber shop in the Demell building after being burned out. 

Frank Tucker named postmaster. Replaces E.T. Frank. Tucker will be assisted by his sons Fred and Frank. 

It is contrary to a law now in force in Wisconsin to sell a person under 21 years of age a cigarette. 

If anything is sooner or later placed in the gap caused by the fire Tuesday morning it should be of brick 

and stone. 

The fire Tuesday caused quite a number to move out of the rooms occupied by them in contiguous 

buildings. 

The Fire Fiend – The last of the old Fox River House. 

About 1 o’clock Tuesday morning, fire was discovered in the rear of the two-story wooden structure in 

which John Budnick’s saloon is situated. It was far past extinguishing before the fire department reached 

the spot. John Hennig’s adjoining building on the east had to go, leaving a gap of smoking ruins from 

Yahr’s hardware store to Demell and Hennig’s block. The origin of the fire is a mystery. It appeared to 

originate back of the saloon. The building where the fire originated belonged to the Clark estate, those 

most interested living in Fond du Lac. The west room was occupied by Wm. Whittemore, as a jewelry 

store and bicycle shop. The next room east was occupied by John Budnick as a saloon. The next room 

farther east was owned by John Hennig and occupied by Harry Tucker as a barber shop. Happily, no 

families occupied the rooms above as they were recently vacated. Wm. Whittemore’s loss will probably 

be the largest. Of course, his stock of jewelry and watches were in a place of safety elsewhere, but 

several bicycles that had been left there for repairs were destroyed, together with an iron lathe and 

other tools and articles. He was insured for only $150. Elmer Morse lost an $80 bicycle that had been 

left for repairs. The loss of Mr. Budnick was on his stock of liquors, bar fixtures, etc. There were insured 

for $200. Harry Tucker was fortunate in getting out the chairs, mirrors and other articles in his shop, and 

his loss was small. The Clark building was insured for $500. The fire department did good work. Happily, 

there was no wind to urge the flames – just enough to carry the smoke and cinders over the buildings in 

a northeasterly direction, cinders dropping clear over as far as Merrill’s livery stable, but they were 



thoroughly watched, and no harm was realized. The old building now gone has a bit of history. It was 

once a hotel at the village of Hamilton, a mile down the river and was moved to Princeton when 

Hamilton’s high hopes were blasted by the want of people the originators expected when they set their 

stakes to build a mighty city. The hotel was, we believe, called the Fox River House at Hamilton and 

retained its name when moved to Princeton. It became a noted place in this village as a hostelrie. 

Eugene Hartwell, of Germania, who is a perfect gentleman personally but know about as much about 

umpiring a game of ball as a bovine does of climbing a greased pole, came down to assist (?) in umpiring 

the Germania-Princeton game Sunday. Princeton still wins 15-12 after Germania rallies for 10 runs in the 

ninth. Princeton turned a “quadruple play: - Catch out by Weinkauf, Weinkauf to Otto, Otto to Stott, 

Stott to Hennig.  

Weinkauf’s Silver Cornet Band. entrtainment 

June 24, 1897 

JE Hennig has purchased the marble business of AF Hennig. 

We are glad traveling the roads is becoming popular enough in this part of the state to be an incentive 

to do what has to be done. It will only be a matter of a few years when all the sandy roads will be 

graveled, and we can realize then how many years of foolish road working has been spent. There is 

travel in reach of nearly every road in this section and it will pay to put it on the highways. The Dartford 

road has been graveled out a mile or more, and every foot of it is road work energy well spent. 

Dr. John Hall will settle in Princeton, coming from Ripon. 

The St. Marie creamery started Monday. The lateness of the season prevent making the best of records 

for the first year. 

July 8, 1897 

MC Russell moving from Berlin to Waupaca to become quartermaster of the state veterans home. 

Annual school board meeting: $2000 appropriation approved, including payment of school house bonds 

and interest coming due. H.H. Harmon re-elected treasurer. Has been treasurer for 17 years. 

No speeches on Fourth of July. Includes bicycle parade and bicycle race. Don Frank wins $3; F.E. Yahr 

second, $2. Horse show parade. Herman Krueger, best team of draft horses; F.S. Merrill & Son, best 

team of carriage horses; Frank Giese, best single horse; F.S. Merrill & Son, best saddle horse. 

July 15, 1897 

More about wide tires. 

During the past six months only 622 miles of railroad have been built in the U.S. It is bicycle paths they 

are building now and not much money for anything else in the wheel line. 

July 22, 1897 

You will find Will Whittemore’s jewelry and repair shop in Behm’s block, opposite OH Lichtenburg’s drug 

store. 



AC Thompson is president of the state board of normal school regents. 

Henry Gorski almost drowns. 

July 29, 1897 

Gard Green is erecting a new tenant house on block P, lot 5 Clinton Street. 

A “department store” will be opened up in Megow’s block soon. All kinds of farmer’s produce will be 

taken in exchange for goods. 

Editor visits St. Marie creamery. Explains process. 

Aug. 6, 1897 

About 1200 to 1500 bushels of beans were marketed to Princeton, Monday. The market took a jump of 

about 12 cents. 

Aug. 13, 1897 

Dr. Racek and family are back in their own home on Short Street. 

The store of Teske & Sons has been thoroughly renovated and rearranged lately, and among the most 

attractive improvements with all the rest is a new hard wood floor. 

Aug. 20, 1897 

The work of rebuilding the Princeton lock is progressing rapidly. 

LE Leighton has commenced erection of a fine barn on his premises, corner of Farmer and Howard 

streets. The building will be 30by46 in size, erected on a stone foundation. 

Aug. 27, 1897 

A Kaukauna contractor is furnishing stone for the dam above Princeton.  

We are to have a new lumber yard in Princeton. Frank Giese has leased grounds of J.S. Pahl fronting on 

Water and Mechanic streets. The location is conceded to be an excellent one for such business. 

Sept. 2, 1897 

New York Sun article on outlook for bicycles in 1898. 

G. Teske & Son, “the old reliable House,” announce, beginning Oct. 1, business will sell for cash (or take 

butter and eggs as cash) only. “Times have changed, and the cash buyer is the one that gets there and 

gets the most goods for his money. It is the nickels and dimes that count these hard times and we will be 

the means to save them for you. Why should you help pay for poor accounts, which you are doing every 

day under the old credit system.  

Yahr Bros. are finishing off the front rooms above their hardware store and will fit them up for offices. 

A few days ago SM Eggleston banteringly told David Messing that if he would take a bag of beans home 

on his shoulder he could have them. With a bystander’s help, Uncle Dave got a bag full on his shoulder 

and won the beans. They were carried a distance of three blocks or farther. 



Sept. 9, 1897 

The Hennig building, just west of the bakery, is well along and fills at least a portion of the burned 

district. 

Frank Giese has erected a large shed on his new lumber yard. 

Henry Pooch charged with making false entries in his docket as justice of the peace. Case dismissed. 

Sept. 16 1897 

Yahr Bros. are putting a Bergstrom furnace in the Lutheran school house. 

Yahr Bros. putting in a Bergstrom furnace into Hennig’s new building to heat the barber shop, living and 

fine bath rooms, also Mr. Hennig’s bakery in the adjoining building. 

Charles Hall charged with having assaulted and eat E.A. Warner on Aug. 4. Jury renders verdict of not 

guilty. 

Megow & Pooch selling water lots 30 and 31. Harmon’s furniture block? 

Sept. 23, 1897 

Policeman Corenke fires shots at two men trying to break into Teske & Son cellar. 

Sept. 30, 1897 

L.E. Leighton will soon have for sale buggies, road wagons and carriages at his new building on Farmer 

Street, three minutes’ walk from the post office. 

Dr. J.S. Hall moves to Ripon. 

John Hennig’s new building is rapidly approaching completion. The rooms are very nice and will be 

occupied by his son, Edward Hennig, who will conduct a barber shop. 

Oct. 7, 1897 

Detailed description of Teske store’s “Fall Opening.” 

Oct. 14, 1897 

Boys playing foot-ball at school. 

Oct. 21, 1897 

Oct. 28, 1897 

Roy Harmon on bike tour out west. Heading to Black Hills and then Colorado. 

Nov. 4. 1897 

Petitions circulated to get street lamps at the corners of Fulton and Water and Fulton and Harvard 

streets. 

Berlin men circulating petitions on the removal of county seat to Berlin. 



John Roseck, a farmer residing west of Princeton, became rather noisy in the Malodzick saloon 

yesterday, and special policeman Ellinger placed him under arrest. Immediately after the arrest Frank 

Roseck, a brother of John, struck Mr. Ellinger in the back of the head. The policeman started for the  

“cooler” with his prisoner, with several angry Polanders at his heels who threatened vengeance o the 

officer and his assistants. The officer turned north on the street just east of Schaal’s store but had not 

gone far when a free fight between him and the prisoner and his friends took place. W.J. Mesick and F.E. 

Marquart and others tried to help the officer, who was using his club over the heads of his assailants. 

During the scuffle the officer was thrown to the ground and the Rosecks were on top in an instant. The 

fight was getting warm and the blood was flowing freely, and it looked as though the officers were 

getting the worst of it. Just then Marquart got in his quick work. With one blow with his fist he lifted 

Frank Roseck off from his feet and sent him sprawling to the ground. Roseck lay on the ground 

apparently dead for at least half a minute. Marquart then turned his attention to another fellow, who 

defied the law, and one well directed blow finished him. The rabble then thought “hands off” and the 

arrested man, bleeding and dazed, was loaded into a wagon and taken to the lock up. His brother, Frank, 

who was most active in resisting the officer, was also locked up, and both slept in jail all night.  … John 

fined $5 and $4.26 in court costs for drunk and disorderly. Frank fined $25 and costs amounting to 

$4.76. Both defendants paid up and were discharged. 

Nov. 11, 1897 

Petition seeking removal of county seat with 1740 signatures submitted to county board. Committee 

formed to consider petition. 

Nov. 18, 1897 

The North-Western company has been fencing its vacant lands about this village. We hope it means a 

new depot. 

Nov. 25, 1897 

Farmers Institute will be held in Princeton Dec. 16-17. 

Dec. 2, 1897 

John Sullivan has lucky runaway. 

Reduced freight rates have been announced on all kinds of grain between Milwaukee and all points in 

the Lake Winnebago district. 

Dec. 9, 1897 

Dec. 16, 1987 

The Industrial Review of Princeton, published by A.I. Lord, has just been placed before our people. It is a 

neat pamphlet of 18 pages, printed on heavy white paper, bound in manilla. The frontispiece is a 

birdseye view of the village.  The work is a good write up of our town and its business men, and Mr. Lord 

not only deserves the patronage of our people, but our thanks. 

SM Eggleston & Company – Fred and Charley Nickodem 

Dec. 23, 1897 



Puckaway Shooting Club forms. 

John Ernst obituary. Came to Princeton in 1879 and became partner of Jacob Messing in the brewery. 

Dec. 30, 1897 

-- 

1898 

Jan. 6, 1898 

Jan. 13, 1898 

David Waite daughter attempts suicide. 

Jan. 20, 1898 

Frank Mueller is having a plant put in his drug store and residence for the generating of acetylene, a 

specie of illuminating gas. It is said the gas makes a light equal to electricity. August Rederbush, of 

Mayville, has the contract for the work. 

Jan. 27, 1898 

G. Schaal and son have put in one of the finest elevators ever put in a business block in this county. It 

elevates heavy goods from the basement to the upper floor with ease. 

Feb. 4, 1898 

Frank Mueller has had his acetylene plant in operation for the past week and it works to perfection. It 

produces a bright, steady light and resembles an ordinary gas light. The plant consists of four tanks, two 

large ones and two small ones with connections. The two small tanks are filled with calcium carbide, and 

water is admitted into one of these tanks and it, coming in contact with the calcium carbide, generates 

the gas. The other tanks contain water, and gas ready for burning. No heat is required in its operation. It 

may be operated automatically or shut off at any time. To stop generating the gas, the supply of water is 

turned off. 

Feb. 4, 1898 

Milton Eggleston not guilty of arson. Revenge? Barn burned. Son of owner had been there with pipe. – 

related to downtown fire? Jury deliberated six hours. 

Feb. 11, 1898 

Fire at A.A. Manthey shop in old Green building. Friday 9 p.m. Building damaged. Loss about $150 in 

stock. 

Philo M. Knapp dead. 

Feb. 18, 1898 

Jay Maitland, who was a resident of Princeton a year or two ago, is now at the head of a troupe traveling 

in the interests of the Kickapoo Medicine Company in Alabama. 



Artist Caldwell is having stone piled up in front of his place of business and rumor has it that a new 

building is contemplated to be commenced soon. 

Ador Manthey is now doing business in the room just east of where he was burned out a few days since. 

John Radke is the holder of a French bond issued by Edw. Sanders & Co., bankers, of New York City, and 

has received a circular notice that he holds one of the lucky numbers and will get a premium of 9,000 

francs or $17,370. We hope John’s expectation will materialize. 

Feb. 25, 1898 

Thomas McConnell’s son is an artist. 

March 3, 1898 

A supplement to the Sentinel, recently issued, reviewing the banking interests of the state, gives a very 

good picture of our popular townsman, J.E. Leimer, cashier of the Princeton State Bank. 

55th birthday party for F.S. Merrill.  

Cattle fair – The attendance at the fair yesterday was one of the largest on record. The roads were fairly 

good, and the weather could not have been any better, and at an early hour teams commenced to pour 

into the village from every direction. By ten o’clock Water Street was packed with teams and individuals. 

The side and back streets were lined with rigs, and many were unable to find places for their teams.  … A 

large number of young men and women were seeking employment for the season, and many of our 

prairie farmers found their help. Young men were holding their wages rather high - $19 and $20 per 

month. 

The Attorney General’s Opinion. Feb. 16, 1898. Mr. E.S. Sears. Dear sir: I am in receipt of your letter of 

the 14th, in which you say: “There is a discussion here as to the separation of the town and village, and 

we wish your decision. The village was first incorporated under chapter 7, page 11, general laws of 1865. 

It was again incorporated under chapter 184. Page 581, private and local laws of 1867, which repealed 

chapter 7, general laws of 1865. It 1893 the village took a vote to be incorporated under the general 

statute. The vote was 103 votes for re-incorporation and 4 against re-incorporation. This was placed on 

record at register of deeds’ office, April 3, 1893.” From your statement it would seem that after the vote 

of 1893 to become incorporated under the general law, your village was one of those villages 

“incorporated under special laws, which heretofore (i.e. previous to April 26, 1897) attempted to 

reorganize under a general law of this state, and which attempted reorganization was validated by 

section 6, chapter 287, 1897. If such is the case, from and after the taking effect of chapter 287, 1897, 

your village by virtue of section 100 of said chapter, “became a separate and independent municipality 

and constitutes a separate election district within the meaning of the statute relating to general 

elections.” Very truly yours, W.H. Mylrea, attorney general 

School library up to 326 books. District residents may check out books, too. 

There are 13 in the upper department who are working to complete their eighth-grade work, or diploma 

course, this year. Upper department daily program: physiology, reading, arithmetic, English 

composition, political geography, civil government, history, physics, grammar, orthography and 

geometry.  … Intermediate department (fifth and sixth grade) classes: Reading, history, arithmetic, 



physiology, language, penmanship, geography, spelling. Next week’s examinations in the intermediate 

department will determine who are qualified for admission to the upper room.  … Classes in second 

primary (third and fourth grade): spelling, reading, numbers, arithmetic, language, geography, writing, 

spelling – day ends at 4 p.m. with evening hymn. Classes start at 9. Daily program of the first primary 

department (first and second grade): Reading, counting, numbers, physiology and geography on Fridays, 

spelling.  

March 10, 1898 

That sluice way in front of Turner Hall and Mr. Corenke’s place had to be opened Sunday in order to save 

Mr. Corenke’s cellar from being again flooded with water. 

Berlin Journal working on semi-centennial souvenir edition. 

Book case No. 1, containing fifty volumes of the Green Lake County free traveling library has been 

placed at the home of Mr. Bert Morris in the town of Berlin.  … Four other cases will soon be ready for 

distribution. The committee desires to place these cases in such communities in Green Lake County as 

may desire to avail themselves of the benefits of such a library. Communities, in Green Lake County, 

selecting a responsible person to have the books in charge, will upon application, be furnished with one 

of these cases. 

March 17, 1898 

Frank M. Bartol has found employment down at Berlin during the season. 

Charley Sears is fitting up the corner room in the Behm building for a grocery store. 

DeWitt Eggleston is putting up an addition to his building near the bridge. 

Tim Paull has moved Caldwell’s art gallery far enough to commence excavating for the basement of that 

new building on Short Street. 

Our lumber market has reached immense proportion. We are supplying that article to the south end of 

the county, thirty miles west and east to the Ripon neighborhood. 

Edward Bobzin, of Ripon, has bought an interest in M.V. Fadner’s art gallery.  … Correction – He is only a 

partner in the business of the concern. 

March 24, 1898 

DeWitt Eggleston’s new building at the bridge begins to show up in fine shape. 

Welk & Lambrecht drill well for Alfred Giese’s new home on block X(?) – look it up a few weeks earlier 

Will Redman is drilling a well on the grounds of F. M. Caldwell’s new building. 

March 31, 1898 

L.E. Hall, dentist office on Water Street over Yahr Bros. Branch of his Ripon office. He has 13 years 

experience; 8 in Ripon.  



F.M. Caldwell has disposed of his art gallery and fixtures for one year to Fred. H. Pierce, which includes 

the rest of the building. 

We hear that Fred Schendel has let the contract for putting in a complete acetyline outfit and will have 

his hotel ere long lighted with that brilliant illuminator. Fred proposes to keep up with the times. 

We noticed that the town committees have set the time for holding town cauus on the 2nd day of April at 

Turner Hall, which will under the new law leave the village out from participating therein. New town 

officials will be elected. The two justices of the peace elected last spring will remain in office until May 

1899. 

Green Lake County souvenir edition will be published about May 1. 

April 7, 1898 

DeWitt Eggleston appointed bridge tender. 

Ed Reetz is having an addition build in the rear of his harness shop. 

Prof. H.A. Dumdey’s orchestra of eight pieces will give an Easter dance at Turner Hall next Monday, April 

13. 

Dr. Straight has just put in a gasoline engine at this farm to run his hay cutter, corn sheller, wood saw, 

etc. 

Plan to move the county seat to Berlin: “the quintessence of foolishness. Oh, away with such folly, such 

extravagant nonsense. You can’t get that county seat.” 

Village election: 279 votes cast. Herman Warnke, president; trustees, Frank Borsack, Gustav Zierke, 

Edward Reetz, Andrew Drill, Fred Nickodem, J.H. Manthey; clerk, Charles E. Maick; treasurer, J.E. 

Hennig; supervisor, Eph. Mueller; constable, Lute Merrill; village justice to fill vacancy, H.E. Megow; 

police justice to fill vacancy, Henry Pooch. 

April 14, 1898 

DeWitt Eggleston will put a furnace in his new building. John Shew is doing the brick work for the 

furnace foundation. 

The decision of the lower court in the case of F.J. Yahr vs. Joint School District No. 2 Princeton and St. 

Marie was affirmed by the Supreme Court Tuesday. This case has been pending in court for over three 

years. ?? 

R.P. Rawson finds list of men who voted at the school house in Princeton on Nov. 2, 1852: Town was 

called Pleasant Valley and included St. Marie. 276 voted. Only eight still in town: Rawson, Silsby Stevens, 

D.T. Andrews, J.O. Borst, Abram Hall, Sidney Parsons, Charles Merrill and Zelotus Fisher. Probably eight 

to ten others have moved and can be located, “but the great majority have passed beyond.” 

April 21, 1898 

Masons laying foundation of Caldwell’s new building. 



At a meeting at the ME Church last evening the question of uniting the Methodist and Congregational 

membership was discussed, but nothing of a favorable character was arranged. 

The government is buying horses and the prices are going upward. 

The steamboat Hustler has been built over, enlarged, etc. It is now named the “H.K. Priest” in honor of 

the man who edits the American House in Princeton. Mike Garrow is captain. 

April 28, 1898 

Capt. Charles H. Russell profile. Page 1. 

Gus. Buchholz has made arrangements to get Sunday papers from Chicago and Milwaukee here in 

Princeton. Can deliver them by 2 p.m. 10 cents a copy. 

DeWitt Eggleston is about finishing his new building at the bridge. It is a substantial improvement for 

that part of the town. 

The old Green building which was damaged by fire last winter is being repaired. An addition 12x22 is 

also being built on the rear. 

War bulletins are placed upon the board at the school each morning and several of our number are 

taking much interest in the contents of the daily papers these days. 

The agitation which has been going on throughout the state for better roads has not been in vain. The 

farmers living on the Montello road with the help secured from the village have been hauling gravel on 

that road this spring and have been doing some good work. The road leading from our village to 

Markesan is also in very bad shape and our town and village should join in a movement toward graveling 

the same.  … The advantages of a good road are invaluable. It saves horse flesh, harnesses and vehicles, 

and much larger loads can be hauled with comparative ease. Let us build up our village by making better 

roads. 

Volunteers sought for cavalry company being recruited by Dr. W.T. Brown, of Ripon, in connection with 

regiment being organize by Col. Frank Powell of La Crosse. Will be known as the Wisconsin Round 

Riders. It will be the first volunteer regiment to leave Wisconsin. war 

May 5, 1898 

Fred Schendel has his acetylene plant in running order. Krueger & Mueller have their store lighted with 

acetylene also. 

May 12, 1898 

Yahr Bros: The Earl bicycle ad. $25. “Wheels not as good sold last year at $75.” 

Bank annual meeting. 

Improvements at city cemetery: A new pump has been put in the well at the cemetery on the west side, 

a windmill has been erected and a tank is now being constructed under the center of the lot. Pipes will 

be laid from the tank to the various parts of the cemetery and hydrants will be placed so that the entire 

cemetery may be watered. 



The news of the great victory of Admiral Dewey got everybody in Princeton clear up on their high-heeled 

boots and by Saturday night the boys bubbled over with patriotism. Guns, revolvers and giant crackers 

were brought into use and done their part toward raising a “racket.” The band was out and its patriotic 

airs helped add heat to the prevailing patriotism. Ed. Radtke represented Uncle Sam. A Spanish flag was 

riddle with shot by the “artillery” and consigned to the flames. It was pretty late before the patriotic 

effervescence began to cool and cease bubbling, but the fun was immense when the spirit of the 

occasion was at white heat. 

May 19, 1898 

A move is being made by some of our farmers for the purpose of organizing another creamery company. 

The intention is to have the building located in this village if a company is incorporated. 

The lecture and views of the great ships of the U.S. and Spanish navies, etc,, given at Turner Hall 

Thursday evening last made a fine entertainment. 

The students hope to soon be in possession of a Cuban flag. 

Bids sought for “town poor house” on west side, owned in common by town and village. 

May 26, 1898 

Fred Nickodem adding considerable addition to his home. 

That store room in Green’s building so badly burned a few months ago has been recently rebuilt and a 

fine suite of rooms arranged which will soon be occupied by H.W. Edw. Buck, where he will move his 

stock of gents’ furnishing goods and his tailoring establishment. 

Warnke’s Park: Herman Warnke’s new home he is erecting on his land in the south part of the village 

will prove a material improvement in that section. By the way Mr. Warnke has vastly improved what 

was formerly termed the Schuetzen Park, now his property. He has caused the underbrush to be 

cleaned out and trees trimmed until the beauty of the grove is much enhanced. It is now a more 

pleasant place of resort than ever before and with a few more additional improvements will become 

very popular for picnic grounds and gatherings seeking cool and pleasant places. 

Roy Harmon will start Saturday on his wheel and, visiting friends on the route, will finally reach St. Paul. 

Dr. Bosworth has started a dentist office over O.H. Lichtenberg’s drug store. 

June 2, 1898 

School gleanings: We have hope the majority of those who secure diplomas will still continue their 

school work, in order to complete the three year’s course of advanced work, which was adopted by the 

school board at the beginning of the present school year. 

Decoration Day was observed in Princeton with more than usual enthusiasm. The occasion was 

unusually successful. There was a larger attendance, deeper interest and a keener appreciation of the 

solemnity of the occasion than was ever before displayed. …  Arriving at the cemetery the following 

graves of the soldier dead, under the orders of the veterans who survive them, were strewn with 

flowers: E. Durfee, War of 1812; Semple, Joseph Laube, John McCormick, Archibald Whitcraft; 

Comstock, Julius Thompson, Aug King, Thos McCormick, Hiram McIntire, P.J. Haskins, Peter Zelmer, 



Henry Crowther, W.J. Frank, J. Schneeberg and Frederick Seidel. … The love of Old Glory and the imprint 

of patriotism is greater and deeper today than heretofore. Perhaps the conditions of our country may 

have something to do with this. This is the first Decoration Day observed when our country was at war. 

… All this has helped to round up the occasion with a solemnity throughout the land that is very much 

deeper than ever before experienced.” 

June 9, 1898 

S. E. Morse has been building an addition to his house. 

H.E. Megow making improvements on his property on Water Street. 

The post-office property was sold at an executor’s sale last Friday for $2,160 to E.D. Morse. 

Miss Bertha Gustin taking vacation from express office. 

Stanish Mackowski is taking possession of the rooms over their store for his dwelling. 

Mr. and Mrs. Will Whittemore rode over to Fond du Lac Saturday on a tandem wheel. 

Yahr Bros. sold nearly 30 bicycles in a couple of weeks. 

Upper school picnic at Sherwood Forest. Three lower schools picnic in Mr. Schendel’s grove. 

At least seven of the nine who passed upper department exams will take the advanced course next 

term. 

June 16, 1898 

Fred Schendel is getting material on the ground for a cement walk. 

June 23, 1898 

Phillip Sanberg, Will Battersby, Roy Millard and Frank Kroll have put their names down as willing to 

become soldiers in Uncle Sam’s army … if parents do not object to their entering the service. They are 

young, 

Messrs. Pease & Laube are in the city to establish a station to the new Parmalee system of Traveling 

Library. The plan is the same as that in vogue in Chicago and other large cities. A Central Library is 

divided into sections, the sections being sent to different towns and periodically exchanged. 

It is presumed there are other markets for wool in other near towns but their showing must be slim 

compared to the business the wool market assumes in Princeton. Our buyers, E.D. Morse and Yahr & 

Warnke, seem to be getting about all there is to sell near here. They have been taking thousands and 

thousands of pounds, and it is said further they are bidding a little higher than the best at other places, 

and the result is our buyers get the wool. That is the correct way to do and it brings just such results as 

we are experiencing – results that are pleasant to contemplate. Our warehouses are being filled to the 

top with wool. Let it come. 

June 30, 1898 



A new creamery is soon to be completed in Princeton. The location is at the first stone bridge in the 

southeast part of the village. 

HK Priest is having an acetylene plant and connections put in his hotel. 

HH Harmon dies of acute Bright’s disease. Mr. Harmon was one of the most popular and trusted men in 

our town and will be greatly missed. 

Conductor Burns’ house on Farmer Street burns. 

July 7, 1898 

At the school meeting Tuesday, W.J. Mesick was elected director for three years. W.W. Whittemore 

elected treasurer to fill unexpired term of two years due to death of Hiram H. Harmon. $2000 tax for 

nine months of school. 

Harmon obituary – 1854 arrived with father in St. Marie, farmed, then engaged as carpenter about 

1869, opened furniture store in 1873, and then furniture/undertaker for remaining years. Member of 

school board for nearly a score of years. 

Roy and George Harmon have reopened the furniture store left by their father and propose running the 

business as usual. 

The Fourth in Princeton: Bicycle parade at 9 a.m., six compete in six-mile race for beginners at 10 a.m., 

historical pageant at 11 with several floats depicting events of last two months, a representation of the 

flag ship New York was represented to perfection. The float was carried by a large traction engine and 

the boys had their rapid firing guns, their 13 inch and 8 inch, in good trim and worked them easily. A 

continue storm of shot belched forth from the guns. Capt. Robt. Schaal directed the movements. His 

official report announces “not an American ship injured; the whole Spanish fleet annihilated. Hobson 

and his brave crew sinking the Merrimac attracted considerable attention.  … The grand republic of ours 

was represented by Misses Onie Whittemore (goddess of liberty), Onie Beebe, Mamie Hamilton and 

Flora Mesick.  … At 1:30 p.m. the most exciting race on the program was pulled off. This was the six-mile 

race composed entirely of Princeton’s crack riders. Frank Kuehn placed first, Charley Sears second, Harry 

Burns third. … At 4 p.m. Capt. Potter with a large force of Spaniards was discovered moving up Water 

Street and soon after Capt. Green with a force of Americans appeared on the scene. A sham battle was 

fought on Water street in front of the bank. The men were well trained on both sides, but the Spaniards 

surrendered after a heated engagement which lasted several minutes. Two Spaniards were killed and 

several wounded, the others were taken prisoner. The only disappointment in the whole program was 

the sinking of the Merrimac in the evening. For some reason the fuse which was to explode several 

pounds of giant powder placed in the hold of the vessel refused to work, and the crowd had to be 

content with imaginations only.” 

July 14, 1898 

HE Megow is making a convenient second story to that business room he is building. 

A merry-go-‘round is anchored here at Princeton, but its sweet music is silent most of the time. 

Jule Hennig building house on East Water Street. 



Our new creamery company are putting up a substantial building at the intersection of the Dartford and 

Markesan roads, near the Whittemore place. They expect to have the factory in operation soon after 

August first. The company is composed of a number of our best farmers and business men and is an 

assured success. 

Teske & Zierke’s dredge machine is now steaming down the ditch finishing up the work of cleaning and 

deepening the water in the mill race. For a couple of years that firm has been laboring to increase the 

volume of water supplied by the Mecan, and the effort is proving a success. The dredge has been 

worked back to Princeton, excavating to an extent that finishes the job. The water is increased in volume 

until the power is many times multiplied, capable of running a considerable more machinery than is now 

used. 

July 21, 1898 

The town and village boards have had several joint meetings trying to divide the property of the town. 

So far they have been unable to do so. A public meeting was called by the village board Monday night at 

the village hall. It was decided to bring the matter of division of the property before the county judge. 

J. Buchholz is closing and leaving Princeton for Ripon. 

The Ideal Band had a picnic at Warnke’s Summer Garden Sunday afternoon. entertainment 

July 28, 1898 

Republic backs Davidson re-election over C.H. Russell, of Berlin – a Civil War vet and POW. 

OJ Weiss has moved his stock of goods into the new Megow block. Miss Gustin has also moved the 

express office into the same building. Mrs. Weiss’ stock of millinery also moves there. 

We again suggest the propriety of moving in the matter of water works or any plan that will facilitate 

the extinguishing of fires. We have the piles of old buildings that will all go under circumstances that 

almost daily exist. When this happens away goes valuable property as well, and here we are waiting 

until the sore event occurs. Let the matter be talked up until a move is made that will count. It must be 

done. We are standing almost alone in that class of improvements. Without facilities for fighting fire, we 

are at the mercy of the fire fiend. 

Harry Burns is now delivering Sunday papers in this village, having purchased the job of Gus Buchholz in 

consequence of the later leaving Princeton. 

Aug. 5. 1898 

Spain ready to surrender. 

Prince Bismarck, ex-chancellor of the German empire, is dead. Unifier of German empire succumbs to 

chronic disease. 

Herman Megow will have his photo gallery nearer the sun than others, viz: in the third story. 

Buffalo Bill and his Wild West show in Oshkosh. 

Miss Dora Piper had trees trimmed in front of her place of business. 



The room vacated by Oj Weiss will be used by the Mackowski Bros. as a grocery department to their 

general store. The boys are owners of the block and will make arrangements to attract trade and add to 

their already flourishing business. 

Aug. 12, 1898 

The Princeton Creamery Association are putting its plant in shape for operation and will open next week. 

Full-page profile of Bismarck. 

Aug. 19, 1898 

J. M. Koeser has sold his fine residence on Farmer Street to Conductor J. H. Burns. 

Where was Schendel’s Park? 

Aug. 26, 1898 

Fred Caldwell and OJ Weiss have purchased a merry-go-‘round and will run it at the county and district 

fairs this fall. They have canvass 40 feet in diameter for their merry-go-‘round to sail under. 

entertainment 

The Princeton Creamery Association started up tis creamery last Monday. The machinery is all new and 

first class and runs like a whistle. Princeton now has as good a creamery, for a small plant, as there is in 

the state. 

Roy Harmon started on trip with his wheel for South Dakota Sunday. 

Sept. 1, 1898 

Pump on Brigg’s place on Bland’s hill bring water from the depth of 192 feet. 

The new creamery – This institution has started under favorable auspices. It is now receiving some 2000 

pounds of milk per day, and this amount will soon be increased very materially. Considering the lateness 

of the season it was started, it certainly shows that the interest felt in its ultimate success is not of an 

uncertain tenor. The machinery is of the latest date and runs like a top. The place is neat as a pin, the 

arrangements for keeping it clean and in order very complete. Mr. Hastings, who has charge of the 

creamery, appears to understand his business, and we know of no reason why he will not prove very 

successful in turning out a quality of good butter. 

Sept. 8, 1898 

Brittingham & Hixon Lumber Co. sells yard in Princeton back to E.D. Morse. 

Sept. 15, 1898 

Creamery butter for sale at Charley Sears’ grocery. 

Julius Hennig Jr. returned from Eau Claire Saturday. It is reported that he will start a harness shop in 

Princeton. He bought the harness shop of F.W. Ponto. 

John Shew has moved his grocery stock into one of Herman Megow’s buildings. 



The old elevator building which has stood on the river bank for so many years is being moved back 

across the railway track to a more convenient place. 

Sept. 22, 1898 

Description of textbooks being used. 

Sept. 29, 1898 

A new hotel sign adorns DeWitt Eggleston’s place. 

Oct. 6, 1898 

W. C. Baxter, of Oshkosh, leased H.E. Megow’s photography gallery. 

Fred Klitzke, grocer, will open a grocery store in Behm’s building Oct. 15 or 16. 

Oct. 13, 1898 

W. J. Mesick is constructing an addition on the back of his building on Water Street. 

Will Whittemore vacates his present location and will move down Water Street to a room that is now 

being fitted up for him belonging to Gard Green. He has moved his jewelry store into the rooms 

formerly occupied by John Shew as a grocery. Two doors west of the Mackowski Bros. store. 

The Princeton Creamery is running nicely under the management of Mr. R. C. Hastings. About 3000 

pounds of milk are delivered daily at the plant. 

OJ Weiss and F. M. Caldwell returned from their trips to the county fairs Saturday. They visited 

Wautoma, Westfield, Friendship, Weyauwega and Berlin. Entertainment merry go ‘round 

Berlin holds its first fair in 20 years. “The attendance was very large each day and the venture was a 

success financially and otherwise. 

More about county seat. 

Oct. 20, 1898 

At a meeting held by the electors of the town of Princeton Tuesday it was decided to contest the 

division of property with the city. 

G. Schaal & Son are putting furnaces in the buildings of Frank Mueller, J.E. Hennig and Herman Warnke. 

Oct. 27, 1898 

Next week pupils will present Report blanks to parents for inspection and signature. It is only fair that 

the parent should know after each examination how the child stands in studies and what his general 

attitude toward the school is. The report card properly used is a wholesome incentive to the pupil and 

becomes a thread of interest and influence between the home and school. Parents cannot all find time 

to visit the schools, but each can give a report card careful inspection, and thereby give attention to a 

child’s work which would otherwise pass unnoticed. 

8 reasons not to relocate county seat. 



Nov. 3, 1898 

Page 1 editorial, large print, opposing Berlin’s bid for county seat. Taxes will increase, inconvenient for 

southern residents.  

Ex-Senator Yahr and family are making preparation to move to Milwaukee. They will start the last of the 

week. Mr. Yahr has been identified with this city for nearly forty years as an active and successful 

business man and we regret his removal. 

SM Eggleston & Co. are building an addition on the rear of their stone building. 

Nov. 10, 1898 

Princeton votes against removal – village 272-12; town 212-11. County: 2264-1593. 

Closing sale at Harmon’s furniture store. 

Nov. 17, 1898 

County Board elects Eph. Mueller chairman. 

The store room of Fred and Charley Nickodem is enlarged ad improved so that they can materially 

enlarge their stock of goods. 

Frankie Tucker’s autograph collection. 

Nov. 24, 1898 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the town of Princeton that a special town meeting will be held 

at the stone school house, District No. 6, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon on Dec. 3 for the purpose of 

directing the institution of all necessary actions and proceedings for the collection of the judgment 

heretofore recovered by said town of Princeton against the village of Princeton and to compel by 

mandamus proceedings the said village of Princeton to levy a tax for the payment of the amount 

remaining due on said judgment, and to take all other necessary steps to secure the amount remaining 

due on said judgment. Request for meeting came from 12 qualified voters. Nov. 16. R.H. Clark, town 

clerk. 

Berlin wants new county pulling from Waushara, Green Lake and Winnebago. 

Dec. 1, 1898 

John Bartol gave us a pleasant call today. 

Kids skating on the mill ditch. 

JM Koeser has bought the stock of furniture belonging to the estate of H H Harmon. Thus one of the 

oldest business places of Princeton is a thing of the past. 

The well in the basement of the public-school building s failing in the supply of water, and a new one will 

probably have to be dug ere long. 



Show at Turner Hall of moving pictures taken of the flag ship New York and Monitor, Puritan in actual 

operation pouring tons of iron and steel into the Spanish forts at Matanzas. We also show the dynamite 

Cruiser, Vesuvius, at Santiago harbor. … projectoscope – three nights. 

Dec. 8. 1898 

In the list of appropriations recommended for river improvements in Wisconsin, Fox River comes in for 

$70,000. 

Dec. 15, 1898 

Anton Rimpler is selling out a stock of dry goods at cost. 

We hear it rumored that a new furniture store may be started soon. 

 

Dec. 22, 1898 

Water works again: Our citizens are again reminded that we have no adequate protection against fire, 

and that sooner or later we will have a fire which will sweep the town and destroy thousands of dollars’ 

worth of property. At present the river is the only place to get water for any length of time. The old 

cisterns soon give out and the buildings situated some distance from the river are most certain to go in 

an emergency. …  The old hand pump is hard to work and apt to give out at any time. We are at the 

mercy of flames. But we hear someone cry “heavy taxes.” Let us see. We believe a system of water 

works sufficient for our needs could be built for less than $12,000; already more than $3,000 worth of 

property has been destroyed by fire during the present year. It is probably that a large part of this might 

have to be saved if we had water nearby. Such experiences are common. It seems to us that such a tax is 

worse than a tax for water works. One good fire will cost our citizens more than a whole water works 

plant.” Also, insurance costs would decrease. “If the village board fail to take steps in this matter, we 

suggest a mass meeting of citizens and the appointment of a committee of business men to push the 

matter to the front. Now is the time to move.” 

Dec. 29, 1898 

-- 

1899 

Jan. 5, 1899 

JC Thompson dies, obit. 

F.M. Bartol was up from Berlin yesterday. 

 Roy C. Hastings, the manager of the Princeton creamery, returned to his home at Oconomowoc early 

last week and on Wednesday evening was united in marriage to Miss Luella Lyman. They are “keeping 

house” on Howard street. 



W.J. Mesick has been moving back to his old place of business opposite the American House. He has 

rearranged the rooms he formerly occupied, adding considerable rooms thereto and otherwise 

improving the place. 

Jan. 12, 1899 

County Board votes to erect new county buildings at cost of $25,000. 

Over 8000 pounds of milk were delivered at the Princeton creamery Monday. 

Bert Shew will build house in block R. 

W.C. Cowling will become law partner with RF Hamilton who has just recently been appointed second 

assistant under Attorney General E.R. Hicks at a salary of $1,800 a year. He will have to be in Madison 

most of the time. Cowling was clerk of municipal court in Oshkosh. 

On the first page of the Republic will be found a column of interest to the old settlers. 

Both Falbe and Smith have their ice houses nearly filled. The brewery men commenced filling their 

house Tuesday. 

LaGrippe – 8 deaths in one day in Sheboygan. From Feb. 9: Violent headaches, fever and chills, sneezing 

and running at the eyes and nose, bone-racking aches and pains, and a general exhaustion. 

Jan. 19, 1899 

Those fine cigars are now manufactured by A.E. Ziebell instead of Ziebell & Co. 

David Rosebrook, of Dartford, dies. Farmed in St. Marie for many years. 

Judge J. Edmund Millard, of Dartford, passes. County judge for 20 years, until 1898. 

Jan. 26 

AH Harmon, who has resided here since September, departs for St. Paul. Purchased interest in job 

printing office. 

A.G. Giese, who has worked with dentist H.L. Straight for a number of years, started for Kansas City to 

enter the college of dental surgery there and passes exam to become member of senior class. 

Residence of Wm. Lueck burns. “It was fortunate that the burning building was near the river.  … This is 

another reminder that water works are needed in our village. Our fire company is all right, but they can’t 

work without water.” 

Feb. 2, 1899 

Editorial about the happy state of Princeton. 

North-Western company recently put new coaches and baggage car on the Sheboygan and Princeton 

line. They are beauties and will be greatly appreciated by those residing along the route. But there is one 

thing that the company should do, and that is build a new depot at Princeton. We believe it will do so if 

our citizens make a move in that direction. 



Feb. 9, 1899 

32 below zero – At the school, the janitor reports Monday as a record breaker for using wood, as three 

of the rooms had not been used for three days and hot got very cold. He has kept the rooms 

comfortable during all of this severe weather, but he has to work diligently to keep the water pipes in 

running order.  … Cold weather continued for about 18 days in succession and was pronounced by old 

residents to be the coldest experienced within their memory.  … Spirit thermometer says 45 below one 

day. 

Feb. 16, 1899 

Mrs. OJ Weiss will remain in millinery business but will soon occupy rooms in the Green building west of 

the Mackowski Bros. store. 

Jewelry business changes. The firm of O.J. Weiss & Co. is now Weinkauf & Co. Weiss and G.A. Weinkauf 

were partners. Will Whittemore will be employed by G.A. Weinkauf and will be located in Weinkauf & 

Co. jewelry store. 

Feb. 23, 1899 

Mrs. Peter Thiel dies in South Dakota. Formerly resided on the farm known as the spring farm at the 

source of Snake Creek. 

Bids sought for courthouse and jail. 

W.J. Mesick has recently had a well dug in the rear of his business house and over the well is now being 

erected a building for the manufacture of pop. Emil Klawitter will run the new pop factory. 

JM Koeser has sold out his entire stock of furniture to Kussman & Page, of Ripon. 

Elisha Hall buys Anton Mendick property on Fulton Street, south of her father’s house. 

Dr. R.R. Bosworth has sold out to Dr. G.H. Klein, of Chicago, and retired due to health reasons. Office 

remains above Yahr store. 

Mrs. William Wyse obit. 

March 2, 1899 

Princeton Cemetery Association trustees vote to borrow $100 to pay for indebtedness incurred with 

construction of windmill, tank and water mains. 2 years, interest rate not to exceed 6 percent. Tax of $1 

charged to every person owning a lot or any part of a lot, payable in 30 days. Gustave Teske president, 

Anton Rimpler, secretary. 

Women should remove hats at entertainment. “There is nothing more disgusting than to sit back of 

some well-meaning lady with a hat as large as a bushel basket on her head and try to rubber your neck 

in order to get an occasional glimpse at the performers on the stage. Now, ladies, don’t think you will be 

laughed at if you remove your hats at such entertainments. Remember there are others back of you 

who have paid their money and have the same right to see the performance as you have and who will 

feet grateful to you for removing your hats. 



Call for bids for courthouse and jail. $25000 

Fire destroys house of Ferdinand Verch. “The fire department did not reach the burning building, and if 

it had, it would have been no use as there was no water within reach.” 

A party of Indians, on their way to Lake Puckaway, stopped near the school grounds yesterday. 

March 9, 1899 

Chas. Demell has placed a large plate glass front in H.E. Tucker’s barber shop, greatly improving the 

appearance of the place. 

The machinery for E. Klawitter’s pop factory arrived Monday and will be in running order in a few days. 

He has enough orders ahead to keep him busy for some time. Our home dealers should give him all the 

business possible. 

Frank Zodrow, of Milwaukee, will arrive with his family Tuesday and will soon open up his butcher shop 

on the west side. 

Comedian J.L. “Jay” Maitland, who put on the Home Minstrel show two years ago, and a troupe of 15 

vaudeville and comedy artistes will perform at Turner Hall on Saturday, March 18. “Novello, the king of 

contortionists, is now a member of the company, and this fact alone should insure a good attendance. 

Among other leading features will be the pretty soubrette, Carrie Maitland; Dollie Wright, song and 

dance artist; Harry Germain, female impersonator; Fritz Gordon, comedian and mimic; McClain and 

Elliott, acrobats; Master Malcolm Anderson, European juggler; Conrad, the prince of musicians; an 

Jagerson, the great tenor.” entertainment 

W. W. Whittemore appointed insurance agent in place of R. P. Rawson, deceased. 

March 16, 1899 

Whist clubs popular entertainment. 

Frank Millard has contract for carrying mail between Princeton and Neshkoro. 

Stanish Mackowski 

Otto Maulick 

Shields Creamery & Cheese Association, Marquette County 

March 23, 1899 – Currie & Harmon?  

W.F. Luedtke & Son. 

Hollander Bros. of Oxford hauled six loads of lumber from Frank Giese’s yard last week, each of which 

contained more lumber than any other load that had ever been hauled out of Princeton. The six loads 

contained 18,000 feet of lumber and 33,000 shingles. 

Willie Luedtke is gaining fame as a bowler. W.O. Luedtke broke all records for the state in finger ball 

bowling by scoring 278 in a game at the Plankinton House alleys Wednesday. The record up to that time 

was 266. – Evening Wisconsin 



Emil Klawitter has his pop works in operation now. This is an institution that will be well patronized by 

our dealers and will leave money in our village that would otherwise go to other towns. 

Letter from W.S. Flint to Gustave Teske says he’s glad to read of mill’s success. “He would like to visit 

this place once more, and may, but at his age (79), it is quite uncertain; that many of his old friends are 

passing away; that he would be almost a stranger.”  

Chicago people press for canal to connect Green Lake with the Fox River: one plan would be to connect 

the head of the lake with Lake Puckaway – route was surveyed many years ago and determined to be 

impractical. Second plan would be canal, some eight miles long and estimated to cost $500,000, which 

would be paid by yacht owners. 

April 6, 1899 

Stage route between Princeton and Montello has been let to Wheeler Gage of Montello. 

The village election was fraught with considerable strife as there as a strong effort made by some 

Democrats and most of the Republicans to defeat the Democratic ticket that had been nominated in 

caucus, but their efforts were not crowned with success. 

Village results: Herman Warnke, president; F. Borsack, H. Falbe, O. Maulick, A. Drill, F. Nicoldem, E. 

Reetz, trustees; clerk, Chas. G. Maik; treasurer, O. Tassler; Supervisor, E. Mueller; constable, Emil 

Klawitter; justices, H.E. Megow and E. Harroun; police justice, W.W. Whittemore. 

Town results: Fred Page, chairman, Herman Kruege and Fred Sargent, supervisors; treasurer, August 

Welk; assessor, August Kuehn; constables, Julie Schimmel, Wert Wicks and Gust. Hoeft; justices, John 

Butler, Harry Mesick and Frank Morse. 

Voters in the town of Princeton to raise money to build a town hall. Results????? 

President McKinley issues proclamation that flags be flown at half mast today in honor of those who 

gave up their lives in the Spanish war. 

Miss Kittie Thompson teaching in the Parker district. Harry Harroune in the Sullivan district. 

April 13, 1899 

School gleanings: As this is the first whole year that we have worked under our new grading system, 

promotions will be somewhat later than formerly, owing to ore work being done before promotion. 

Dr. Racek purchases the Knoop property, lying south of his residence. 

Green Lake-Fox River canal bill passes Assembly. 

E.R. Beebe and son Eddie went to Lake View, Chicago, to take possession of job printing office there. 

Albert C. Hopkins gets one year in the pen for sending obscene materials through the mail. He claimed 

to be the Messiah previous to and during the serious trouble at Pine Ridge and started the ghost dances 

out of which all the trouble grew. – Oshkosh Sunday Times 

Willie Luedtke is still rolling up fame at finger ball bowling; recently at the Plankinton alleys he rolled up 

a total of 296, lacking 4 points for a perfect score of 300. He made 11 straight strikes and sent down a 



pretty ball for the last one but secured only eight pins on it. W.V. Thompson, the leader of the crack 

bowling tam of Chicago, is so well pleased with the work done by Luedtke that he will probably offer him 

a position on the All-Star team next fall and take him around the country. 

April 20, 1899 

Fred Giese commenced work on his lots Tuesday. He will move the residence now standing on the north 

lot to the south one, and where the old house now stands he will build a new one. 

Thomas L. Smith, sentenced to one year for forgery, has been pardoned by the governor “to restore 

citizenship,” as his sentence was nearly up. 

The case of Princeton village versus the town of Princeton for division of judgment against the village, 

A.E. Thompson being counsel for the plaintiff and Barber & Bellinger for the defendant, was brought 

before Circuit Court Judge Burnell in Oshkosh Tuesday. The evidence was taken and the case put over 

until Saturday when the pleas will be made by the attorneys and the judge’s decision rendered. 

April 27, 1899 – No court results? Page 1? 

Ed Reetz sold 18 feet off the west side of his business block to Gust Klawitter last week. 

Dr. Racek and Fred Caldwell have set out shade trees in front of their lots on Short street. 

Representatives of the North American Library Association in town with intent of starting library here. 

“This is a much-needed want, and we trust that the people of Princeton will lend their hearty aid and 

support in this matter.” 

Three boys start fire under dry goods boxes under steps of Dreblow’s store. 

May 4, 1899 

The Green Lake-Fox River canal project may not be carried out, owing to the lack of overflow from the 

lake in June, July and August – the time of the year that the canal would be used most. 

May 11, 1899 

Gust Dreger will be village marshal for the coming year. 

Frank Zodrow gave a supper, show and dance Sunday night in the building recently vacated by Ziebell 

Bros. 

State bank annual meeting. 

Verne Potter has sold his house and lot on the corner of Dodge and Farmer streets to Ed. Reetz. 

Gard Green is fixing up the building formerly occupied by W.J. Mesick as a farming implement store for 

Sammy Michel, who will open a dry goods store about the 20th of this month. 

We need a new depot: Princeton deserves a better depot than the one that has stood here for over 

twenty years. Anyone who enters the shed-like structure, with narrow platform, at this end of the line 

cannot fail to notice the lack of suitable waiting room for ladies, which alone ought to be sufficient 

reason for making a change, to say nothing about the appearance of the building from the outside and 



steps leading to the platform, which is so narrow that a few people can fill it to an extent that makes it 

nearly impossible for a person to step from the train without the utmost caution. The present depot is 

good enough for a freight depot, but we want a passenger depot that is as goods as the average depot 

seen along the line of the C. & N. W. R. R., and there is no place of equal population that deserves it 

more than we do. 

Boys have been forbidden to play baseball on the school grounds when school is not in session, as it cuts 

up the ground badly, besides there is danger of windows being broken. 

May 18, 1899 

Hotel Dewey – A $2.00 a day house at $1.00 

TJ Paull and crew are moving the house formerly owned by HL Straight to the lot adjoining on the south. 

Gard Green is tearing down the old wooden building which stands just east of the house now occupied 

by Henry Pooch. The building will be replaced by a substantial stone structure. 

May 25, 1899 

New law requires marriage licenses. 

Artist Caldwell has his building nearly completed. 

Mr. Hastings reports a great increase in the amount of work being done in the creamery now, which has 

necessitated the putting in of another separator. Eleven thousand pounds of milk is being received daily, 

and they are churning 530 to 570 pounds of butter a day. 

The game of ball between the west-siders and those from the east side, which was played Sunday 

afternoon, resulted in a victory for the latter, the score being 24 to 12. Hennig and Giese were the 

battery for the east side and Tucker and Henneberg for the west side. 

E.D. Morse shipped a car of beans containing 30,000 pounds one day last week. The freight on the car 

came to $366. They will be expensive beans by the time they reach their destination. 

June 1, 1899 

Republic plans to move office soon. 

Possibly the largest freight car that ever came to Princeton is down in the freight yards now. The 

dimensions of the car are, length, 50 feet, height, 11 feet; it was loaded with white ash staves for the 

tub factory, and was billed from Black Rock, Arkansas. The freight on the car was over $160. railroad 

The Turners have been having the walls of their hall calsomined this week and the woodwork of the 

basement re-painted, which brightens up the interior very much. Fred Caldwell is doing some neat fesco 

work in Turner Hall. The scenic view which he painted back of the bar presents a handsome view of 

mountain and wooded landscape. 

After 27-1 loss to Montello: “It is about time some of our would-be-called ball players adopted two-old 

cat or barn ball – any old thing for a change – as the national game seems to be too difficult for them to 



master. We think the aggregate number of victories won in ten years has been less than eight, and most 

of those were won by the small boys. 

June 8, 1899 

It is now estimated that the cost of the Lake Puckaway-Green Lake canal will be $75,000, as two locks 

will be required.  

JC Thompson obit – appointed postmaster for two terms, proprietor of hotel, president of village, school 

teacher. Editor of Republic 1870-83. Had charge of Ripon Commonwealth for three years. Proprietor of 

Sherwood Forest 1886-1890. Resided in Princeton to 1894. Lived in Oshkosh to be near son. 

Pooch & Megow: Eight-room modern stone house, a good cellar and a good barn. Best location in town 

of Princeton for any kind of business. Fine lot. In block C on Water Street and extending to Main Street. 

Possession given at once. Must be sold. First come first served. 

List of elderly residents of village. 

June 15, 1899 

Manthey & Kussman, successors to J.M. Koeser 

MC Russell dies. 62. Wife and only daughter died July 4, 1873. Resided in Princeton up to five years ago. 

Train met at depot by a large number of sorrowing friends, who testified their regard for the deceased 

by following the remains to the cemetery. Members of the GAR post marched in a body behind the 

hearse.  …  The grave had been tastefully lined and fringed with evergreens and ferns by tender hands. 

… The pall bears were members of the Free Mason Lodge. … Mr. Russell was a genial, whole-souled 

man, who made those about him happy by his pleasing disposition, a man who made friend wherever he 

came in contact with he fellow men. He was a singer of marked ability, a lover of music and was ever 

ready to use his talent in that direction for the pleasure of others.  … Had been traveling salesman, then 

railroad mail clerk. Tinsmith.  

Eph Mueller compiles statistics that show the village is remarkable for the number of persons over three 

score and ten who are still living. The combined ages of sixty-one persons average 77 years each. One 

more man than woman. Oldest person was 100-year-old Marie Jersyk. – Berlin Journal 

- 

June 15, 1899 - John Radtke, who lives near the old Dantz tavern, has bought the Clark property which 

adjoins Yahr Bros. store on the east. 

Additional local news on first page.@@@@ 

A game of ball was played on the railroad grounds Saturday afternoon between the German school boys 

and the boys from the public schools. The game was hotly contested throughout, many good plays being 

made. The score was 14-13 in favor of the public school nine. Time: 1:45; attendance 30. 

25th anniversary of the Princeton Turnverien will be an occasion that will be observed with more 

demonstration than any other event that has taken place here. All of the business men have been 

requested to decorate their places of business for the three days’ festivities and the town will present a 

gala appearance, as several large arches will span Water street. A large force, under the skillful direction 



of Frank Teske, has been at work for several days decorating the interior of Turn Hall with flags, 

Japanese lanterns, bunting, paper festooning, mottoes, etc. which when completed will surpass 

anything in the way of decorating that has previously been seen in Princeton. June 17-19. Germans. 

June 22, 1899 

Republic in new office. Tim Paull moves presses and other heavy equipment. Harmon building opposite 

the American House. By July 1, we expect to open up a news stand and stock of stationery in connection 

with our office, having bought out the right and good will of H.E. Megow for selling several of the 

leading daily papers. We will keep copies of the best magazine and periodicals. 

Gut Heil! – The business part of Water street was one blaze of flags and bunting; besides which many 

dwellings in other parts of the town were decorated. Water street was spanned by three arches 

trimmed with evergreens and oak leaves, the east one bearing the inscription “Gut Hiel” and the west 

one the word “Welcome” wrought in evergreens; over the center one was suspended a twenty-foot flag. 

Turners and band march around, then back to hall.  …  A platform had been erected in the shade of the 

trees back of the hall for the band, and long rows of benches and tables for the guests, refreshments 

being served while the band discoursed popular airs. The beautifully decorated hall was used as the 

banquet room for the evening, there being tables spread to accommodate 150 at a time. Literary and 

music program. Ideal Orchestra. Rain dampened outdoor plans and decorations. germans 

June 29, 1899 

Large pavilion erected south side of Water between Giese’s restaurant and the Harmon building for the 

bowery dance on July 4. Will accommodate sixteen sets at a time for a quadrille. 

July 6, 1899 

July 13, 1899 

A new sidewalk has been built on the south side of Main street from Zodrow’s meat market to the 

bridge. 

Gust Teske re-elected clerk at the annual school meeting. 

As a result of the trouble at the St. John’s Polish Catholic church on July 3rd, when a speaker from out of 

the city addressed the congregation in hopes of restoring peace among the members. Joseph Paulus was 

yesterday arrested by Jacob Rutkowski charged with assault and battery. The case coming up before 

Justice Megow, the defendant pleaded not guilty and the case was adjourned until July 13th. 

J.E. Hennig is circulating a petition to be sent to Secretary Alger to have a public road opened from the 

lock three miles above this place to the Princeton-Montello road. 

July 20, 1899 

Monday morning word was brought here that Joseph Paulus, residing about four miles southeast of the 

village, had taken his life by hanging himself.  

Germania mill owned by Warnke Bros. & Motz burns. 

July 27, 1899 



Ever since the destruction of New Richmond by cyclone, reports have come of sums of money sent by 

towns from different parts of the state, to assist the suffering people of New Richmond. Princeton is one 

of the very few places in the state that have failed to make a general contribution for that purpose.  …  

Saturday evening our village board assembled and voted an appropriation of $75 to be drawn out of the 

treasury and forwarded to New Richmond. … After the appropriation had been made there were a few 

in our midst who objected to the measure, and the board not wishing to exceed its authority met and 

rescinded the resolution. 

TJ Paull is raising up Luther’s saloon and will move it back from the street. 

Nickodem Bros. have put plate glass windows in the front of their store. 

The deal by which Miss Bertha Schaal of Milwaukee purchases the fixtures of the Giese restaurant is 

about closed; the only condition that will prevent the completion of the transfer of property is the 

refusal of the owners to fix up the building, as Miss Schaal will not rent the building unless repairs and 

changes are made. 

Western Bowler’s Journal of Chicago: W. O. “willie” Luedtke bowled three games this last week, having 

totals of 245, 246 and 262 in succession. This gives him an average of 251 for the series. This is a world’s 

record. The work was done on a regulation alley. Robert Palmer of the Plankinton House made a score 

of 274 in one game. This is the second record of Milwaukee, W.O. Luedtke having the figures with 296 

rolled this spring. 

Aug.3, 1899 

SM Eggleston and family have moved into the old foundry building. 

JM Koeser has bought out the interest of Mr. Kussman in the furniture store. Firm is now Koeser & 

Manthey. 

Gard Green is making extensive improvements on his block at the lower end of Water Street, having 

raised two of the buildings to the same level as the other, so that when completed they will present a 

very much better business front. 

HK Priest is the fastest steamboat on the upper Fox, making its run from Oshkosh with a loaded barge in 

a day, running from Princeton to berlin with 75 cords of wood, many tons weight, in less than three 

hours.  … chartered for excursion to Berlin on Aug. 15. ILLUSTRATION Ringling Bros. circus. 

August 10, 1899 

List of registers of deeds.’ 

Every day events take place that show the necessity of a new passenger depot. Within the past ten days 

two people have had severe falls on the steps of the contraption called a depot, owing to the 

construction of the same, which are narrow and have an inclination of about 60 degrees. Our present 

waiting room has seats for eight people, yet now and then as many as forty leave on the train, and 

should many of them happen to be early they have to stand while waiting. The depot we now have 

could be left where it stands and used as a freight depot, but we ought to have a new passenger depot, 

build upon ground where sufficient platform room may be obtained and where strangers when arriving 

will not be let off in one of the most unsightly places in our village. There are few places the size of 



Princeton in the state that give the railroad better patronage than our village does. We have no 

complaint to make of our train service, but we are certainly entitled to a decent passenger depot. 

railroad 

A great deal of lumber has been brought to Princeton by boats this summer, it being a much cheaper 

means of transportation than by railroad. 

Aug.3, 1899 

SM Eggleston and family have moved into the old foundry building. 

JM Koeser has bought out the interest of Mr. Kussman in the furniture store. Firm is now Koeser & 

Manthey. 

Gard Green is making extensive improvements on his block at the lower end of Water Street, having 

raised two of the buildings to the same level as the other, so that wMiss Bertha Schaal has bought the 

fixtures of the Giese restaurant and will soon take possession. She went to Milwaukee yesterday to 

arrange shipping her household goods. 

One noticeable domestic feature of this village is the large percentage of our citizens who keep a cow. 

We believe at least every other family possesses a cow, and it is a pleasure to see the children, or 

sometimes the older people, in the morning driving the cows to the different pastures bordering the 

village and returning with them in the evening. 

Aug. 17, 1899 

The steamer HK Priest took about 75 from here to Berlin Tuesday. Left 6:30, arrived 10:30 in time to see 

the circus parade. Got back at 11 p.m. 

Chas Haskins struck by lightning but survives. 

Albert C. Hopkins, who during the Messiah craze at Rosebud and Pine Ridge agencies in the winter of 

1890-91 attained notoriety by appearing among the excited Sioux and announcing himself their looked 

for Messiah, was adjudged insane Monday. Hopkins is at present serving a term in the Sioux Falls 

penitentiary for sending obscene literature through the mails. 

Aug. 24, 1899 

SM Eggleston is doing some extensive remodeling of the old foundry building, which will make a 

comfortable residence when finished. 

A well will be drilled on the school grounds. 

Chas. Craw has been doing considerable work on the Cooke building this week. 

Krueger & Muller are having the front of their store tinned over in imitation of brick work and it makes a 

great improvement in its appearance. 

G. Schaal has the contract of putting the steel ceiling into the intermediate room of the school building. 

Alban Clark demonstration of corn harvesters. 



G. Schaal has a monstrous Round Oak furnace, with hot water attachment set up on his store floor. The 

furnace will be used to heat his store and Fred Giese’s grocery. 

An application has been made for a franchise for an electric road from the St. Paul depot in Ripon to 

some point on the shore of Green Lake. 

Village ordinance prohibits bicycles on sidewalks or going faster than six miles an hour. 

Aug. 31, 1899 

J w. Worm has rented his saloon to F. S. Bernarreck. 

Will Whittemore says they have sold 59 bicycles this season at Gustave A. Weinkauf’s 

Leo Bartol made us a call yesterday. Mr. Bartol says the corn is nearly ripe, and that ploughing is 

impossible at present, on account of it being so dry. 

A new dock is being put on the river opposite Klawitter’s pop factory, the foundation of which will be 

stone. The old dock was too small and was becoming unsafe. 

Dr. Wentlandt, of Springfield, lllinois, moving to town with departure of Dr. Racek to Colorado. 

Sept. 7, 1899 

Through the courtesy of LE Leighton, we were given a ride out to Alban Clark’s farm Monday, where we 

watched his new McCormick corn binder work. W.F. Luedtke and Fred Nickodem were also members of 

the party. The corn was lodged badly, yet the machine picked it up and bound it in good shape. Mr. Clark 

has a fine farm of 200 acres, which he and his sons, Ralph and Greely, carry on, and it is well farmed. 

They have put up a sixty ton silo this summer, which they have filled. The corn for the silo was cut up by 

the new machine. 

Sept. 14, 1899 

Weinkauf’s selling hammerless guns. 

Sept. 21, 1899 

William Luedtke, the crack local bowler, recently went to Chicago where he bowled against several 

Chicagoans. He made a great showing and succeeded in winning all but one game out of twenty-five. – 

Milwaukee Daily News 

Gard Green has done more in the way of improvements to the town during the past few months than 

any other man. He has metamorphosed the old elevator building and adjoining structure, until they 

present a good uniform front, which will be covered with tin imitation of brick work. The building 

furthest down the street, when completed, will contain a suite of living rooms above and a well lighted 

office. The east part of the basement will be fitted up for laundry work, and Mr. Green assures us that 

he will keep a woman employed there doing all kinds of ordinary washing, so that people will know just 

where to get such work done. The room between the Savings’ Bank and Ed. Buck’s will be occupied by 

Mrs. Weiss as her millinery store. The upper part of what was the old elevator has been partitioned off 

into living rooms, which are being mostly painted and papered for the occupancy of __, well, we came 

pretty near telling, but time in its ceaseless course will let our readers know. The 150 odd feet of 



buildings fronting that part of Water street and owned by Mr. Green will be a good addition to the town, 

when arranged as planned. 

Sept. 28, 1899 

Rev. Father Wozny, formerly of Berlin, has been transferred o the Polish church of this place, and Rev. Q. 

Zielinski goes to Antigo to fill the pulpit vacated by Rev. Bienars, who will have charge of St. Michael’s 

church in Berlin. 

Ripon paving downtown business district. 

Oct. 5, 1899????? 

E.D. Morse is transacting business in Milwaukee today. Within the pat few weeks Mr. Morse has sold 

between $35,000 and $40,000 worth of wool. 

Ernest Werner gets drunk and crashes his wagon into the Mecan. One horse killed, other badly injured. 

Considerable surveying has been done here the past few days in order to establish the exact lines of 

some of the streets. 

Patrolman Dreger has moved his family into the rooms above the Kureger & Muller store. 

One of the busiest institutions in this place is Ziebell’s cigar factory, and they are turning out splendid 

cigars. They sell 100,000 of the Grand Western brand alone during the year. 

Our schools are running along very smoothly under the management of Professor Austin. Last Friday a 

literary society was organized in the higher department, the following officers having been chosen: Alma 

Mittlestaedt, president; Kittie Rawson, vice president; Mattie Austin, treasurer, Oscar Lichtenberg. 

Kids 5-12 without tickets must pay half-fare. 

Oct. 12, 1899 

Lewis Musolf went to Chicago last Thursday to work for Deering Harvester company. TWO WEEKS 

LATER: Not true. He is head janitor and engineer of the north side Turner Hall in Chicago, where he has 

been employed most of the last 22 years. 

Street Commissioner Mike Burger needs help and Village Clerk Chas. Maik advertises for “able bodied 

men and good teams are wanted to work on the streets and highways of Princeton. For such men and 

teams good wages will be paid: $2.50 per day of ten hours for man and team, and $1.25 per day of ten 

hours for men. 

Oct. 19, 1899 

Work on the village streets commenced Monday, and Main Street is being graveled. 

The state university foot ball team has gone east to try conclusions with Yale Saturday. A close game is 

looked for. 

Verne Potter has rented the house of Fred Giese’s that was formerly owned by H.L. Straight and which 

now fronts on Wisconsin Street. 



J. M. Koeser and Rudolf Manthey dissolve partnership. Koeser will continue business. 

Putting in a new machinery Teske & Zierke have not run their mill during the past ten days, as they have 

been putting in some of the latest improved machinery.  …  New machines are continually coming forth, 

and the mill that keeps up with the times must ofen throw out machines, not because they are worn out 

but because better ones have been produced that do a grade of work which the old machine cannot do.  

… A large new machine called a Plansifter is being put in. This machine does away with most of the 

bolting chests and is very complicated, having 24 spouts that lead to it. When this work is done our mill 

will be fitted to turn out work of the very best grade. 

During the past five years a great many houses have been erected in the southeastern part of our 

village, and the needs of more street lamps and additional sidewalks are manifest. It is really dangerous 

for people to walk on the high walk past the M.E. church on a dark night unless a lantern is carried. 

There should be a walk connecting Harvard Street, by the way of Howard street, with the walk on 

Howard Street that terminates at the corner of Howard and Wisconsin streets. 

Fire destroys Terrace Beach Casino on the northeast shore of Green Lake. Cost $30000. Two people 

killed in fire.  

Oct. 26, 1899 

“The Fair” store is opposite the post office. 

Gard Green has put an entrance door in the store room next to tailor Buck’s place of business, that is a 

study for the old masters; the inside of the room will be trimmed with green and gold tinted with picture 

moulding. There is nothing too good for Gard. 

A band of gypsies, with two bears, camped in the woods south of the creamery Friday and Saturday. 

Some person or persons buried a horse on the sand lot in the southeastern part of the village recently 

and barely covered it. Well, nearly everything else has been deposited there, and the addition of a 

horse’s carcass can create but little sensation, except in the way of odor. park 

Wedding at the Polish church of this place Monday, Oct.23: Platt B. Wightman, of Berlin, to Miss Nellie 

Bartol, of Brooklyn. Rev. Father Wozney performed the ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. Wightman will reside in 

Berlin. 

Dr. Racek moves to Watertown. 

Nov. 3, 1899 

A big boat load: Friday the tug of D.A. Cady that is used in towing logs on Wolf River, came up the Fox 

towing a barge loaded with lumber that had been bought in Oshkosh by our dealers. The load was 

undoubtedly the heaviest that has been brought up the river as far as Princeton in a good many years. 

The barge of the Cady is 120 feet long and twenty-two feet wide. It drew four feet of water with this 

load on. Most of the lumber was green and wet, there being between seventy and eighty thousand feet 

of it. It has been several years since the D. A. Cady came up this river, but we were informed that the 

boat would probably do considerable freighting on the upper Fox next season. 

Henry Dumdie gets sliver in eye. 



Hotel Dewey 

Handsome stained memorial windows have been ordered for the M.E. Church. 

Editorial about duck hunting. “Almost everyone living within three or four miles of Lake Puckaway and 

Stillwater, providing he got up early enough in that morning, knows that it is an every morning 

occurrence to hear the bang of shot guns, and it would be an imbecile who did not think that those 

sounds indicated an attempt on the part of hunters to bag ducks before sunrise, notwithstanding the 

passage of a law to prohibit the pursuing or killing of aquatic fowl between the hours of sunset and 

sunrise next following. Local sportsmen go up to the lake for a day’s shooting and bring in very little 

game, yet they each paid $1 to go toward the salary of a game warden, whose duty it is to see that the 

game is protected according to law. Hunters hurry to the shooting localities to be there for the early 

morning shooting before sunrise and remain and bang away until the marshes are lighted up by the 

flashes from the guns, and yet, Mr. Warden does little to protect it. The game warden business is 

considerable of a farce. 

While strolling down the street let your optics center on the “Golden Entrance” to Gard Green’s Alcazar. 

There is a fine French mirror in the door. The mirror faces the street so that passers by an see 

themselves as other see them, and lopsided headgear will be extremely seldom unless the wearer so 

wills it. 

Will start up today – Teske & Zierke. Plansifter – It is said by good millers that it is impossible to make 

poor flour, from reasonably good wheat, with one of these machines. This machinery is all in place now 

and the mill will be started today. We hope the people of Princeton will give the mill a good patronage, 

for the proprietors deserve it. They have expended much money in widening and deepening the ditch, 

so as to make the water power permanent. They have put in costly machinery so that they are prepared 

to make the best of flour, and the mill undoubtedly brings more people to our city than any other 

institution located here. 

Rev. Father Wozny of the Polish church is making a study of horseless carriages, as he contemplates the 

purchase of one for his use. 

Page Tyler bought house on lot purchased by C. Krueger and will move it to TJ Paull’s lot next to the 

railroad track. 

Frank Borsack is excavating for the foundation of a new blacksmith shop on the corner of Main and 

Washington streets. The shop he now occupies is too small for his horseshoeing business, and it will be 

used as his wagon shop after the new shop is completed. The foundation will be built this all and 

allowed to stand until spring when the building will be completed. 

A petition for a sidewalk and lamp for the southeastern part of the village was circulated last week and 

after receiving signatures of many interested residents was presented to the village board to be acted 

upon by that body. We have been informed that the petition has been presented to the village board to 

be acted upon by that body. We have been informed that the petition has been tabled. Our village 

needs a half dozen more street lamps and we wonder why they are not purchased and put in place. 

JM Koeser buys house and lot at Water and Clinton from AA Manthey. 

Nov. 10, 1899 



A river drive – Princeton will soon have a “Sheridan drive,” as there is a large force of men and teams 

working on the bank of the river, grading a drive from where Mechanic street terminates at the river, 

eastward to join Pearl Street. It will take an immense amount of labor to accomplish this work, but when 

complete it will add much to the convenience of the buildings enclosed by the river, the two streets 

named, and Water street, besides giving a much better chance to fight fire should it ever start in the 

rear of any of these buildings. At present the work of filling in is being done in the rear of G. Luedtke’s 

buildings and Gard Green’s “Metropolitan flats.” 

Road work – Some splendid work is being done on our streets this fall and the lower end of Water street 

is being graded with gravel. There is nothing that indicates thrift and enterprise in a village or city more 

than the condition of its streets, and we hope each year will see much work of this kind done on the 

different streets of our village until sand roads will be a thing of the past. Another work that should be 

taken hold by the village is the building of good roads leading from the town. Other places have seen the 

benefit of good roads leading to their villages and raised funds for that purpose. Our splendid market 

and bargains offered by our merchants are strong inducements to people from a distance to do business 

in Princeton, and we do enjoy a good trade, yet it could be increased immensely, were there good, well-

graveled roads radiating from the village for several miles into the country. A little has been done in this 

direction within the past few years, but much more ought to be done. The farmers are always ready to 

assist in good road buildings as they know it enables them to haul larger loads longer distances with less 

strain on horses or vehicle, besides the pleasure it adds to taking a drive through the country.  … It 

seems to us that there is no one thing that will do more for our village than good roads. 

Nov. 17. 1899 

E. Mueller re-elected county board chairman. 

Ladies Sewing Society of Congregational church reorganizes.  

Straight wins – Dr. H.L. Straight was tried Wednesday before Justice CD Potter at Marquette. He was 

arrested about a month ago and charged with shooting ducks after sunset. He pleaded not guilty. WC 

Cowling represent Straight. DA Englebracht. Justic dismissed case because, as Cowling argued, he had no 

jurisdiction in the case. No warrant had been issued for Straight’s arrest.  

Nov. 24, 1899 

The county board ordered the road that was laid out across the march in St. Marie many years ago to be 

completed by July 1st 1900. 

Chas. Sears has sold his stock of groceries to Sam Michel. 

Navigation on the Fox closes today. It has been the longest open season on record. 

Mrs. Lafayette Whittemore of Baron guest of WW Whittemore and family. 

No deer in area. John Flowers enjoying venison son-in-law shot in northern woods. TJ Paull and Sib 

Stevens bagged two on hunting trip. 

Total cost of county buildings project is $36,000. 



Some time ago S.M. Eggleston started a deal with Ed Falbe by which the former was to trade his 

homestead on the west side of the river to the latter for his ice house and lot near the railroad track, Mr. 

Falbe to pay the difference in money. The papers for the closing of the deal were made out the past 

week, since then Mr. Falbe has sold the Eggleston homestead to his brother-in-law, Mr. Swanke. 

School now has – Grammar Room, Intermediate Room, Second primary, first primary. 

Dec. 1, 1899 

Weinkauf’s is lot 25, Megow’s block, between Washington and Pearl. 

The memorial windows have been placed in the M.E. church and that house of worship now presents a 

beautiful appearance. 

Dec. 8, 1899 

Jule Hennig crushes finger at his marble works. 

GA Krueger has traded his house on the corner of Howard and Wisconsin streets to Julius Marquardt of 

Mecan for his farm of 188 acres. The farm was valued at $3500, and Mr. Krueger gave his house and lot 

and $2500 for it. 

Our creamery is taking in about 11,000 pounds of milk every other day. 

 

Dec. 15, 1899 

The post office of this place has been assigned to the presidential class and the salary of the postmaster 

increased to $1,000. This speaks well for the among of business being done here, as there are many 

places in the state that have a much larger population, the post office of which are not presidential 

offices. We congratulate Mr. Tucker. 

W.O. Luedtke, the champion Milwaukee bowler, has been signed by the Northwestern team in the 

Milwaukee Tenpin League. 

Dec. 22, 1899 

R. Espig has new candy store one door east of the American express office. 

Christmas at the Churches includes Polish church. 

LD Moses and E.D. Morse each have $10,000 of stock of a new state bank in Montello. Morse will be 

president of the new bank. 

J.G. Krueger obit. Father of Gottlieb J. Krueger, who is engaged in dry goods business with the Warnke 

Brothers, the firm being Krueger & Mueller. 

Dec. 29, 1899 - ??? 

-- 

1900s 



RAILOAD 

Jan. 11, 1900 – Tuesday evening the members of the village board and a large number of citizens met at 

the village hall to talk with Mr. Cleveland, a representative of the C. & N.W. R.R. Co., about our depot. 

Mr. Cleveland said that it would be very difficult to move the depot and erect a new one at this time of 

year on account the ground being frozen and asked that the time for moving be extended. The members 

of the board seemed to remain firm in their determination to have the depot taken out of the street at 

once. Several citizens present made remarks relative to the benefits, or disadvantages that would result 

from moving the depot. The meeting seems to have accomplished very little except in give those 

present a better understanding of the purpose of the board, and for Mr. Cleveland to hear the 

expression of personal opinions of the speakers. We hope all of this agitation will result in Princeton’s 

getting a new depot. Personally, we do not care so much where it is located as we do to have a depot 

that is something better than the dejected looking bungalow into which a few passengers may gather 

whenever they wish to take a train. There are no accommodations in the one we now have, either for 

those about to leave or those who wish to meet some arrival. It contains eight seats in a place about ten 

by fourteen. The room is often crowded by men, and the air thick with tobacco smoke, and is certainly 

not what it should be, for women, at least. Such a waiting room may be good enough for some people, 

but we have never seen another like it, and we don’t consider it good enough for Princeton. 

March 29, 1900 – At last there are some indications that Princeton will have a new depot. Last Friday 

noon Carleton W. Brown, of Chicago, a representative of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, 

arrived in the city for the purpose of looking over the ground relative to the construction of a new 

depot. The piece of ground immediately north of the residence of G. Teske was decided upon by Mr. 

Brown as the most desirable location for the new building, and he at once opened up negotiations for 

the purchase of it. The property is owned by Edward Frank and Gustave Teske, sons of G. Teske, and to 

these gentlemen Mr. Brown made known his intentions. While no papers were drawn, yet there is an 

understanding between the parties, and it is probably that in a few days at the most an option will be 

given to the railroad company, as it is anxious to secure possession of the property. One of the 

conditions which the present owners will undoubtedly impose in case the sale is made is that the new 

building shall be of brick, and modern in every respect, in order that the residence property in the 

immediate vicinity shall not be injured in value. The company is aware of this, and it is said is perfectly 

willing to comply with these conditions. While in the city Mr. Brown stated to several business men that 

the company would certainly erect a new depot here, and one which would satisfy everybody. It is the 

intention of the company to remove the present building across the track near its present location and 

use it for a freight house, so that the new structure will be for passengers only. The property which it is 

proposed to buy has a frontage of about seven rods and depth of about eight rods, which will give ample 

room for a complete, up-to-date depot. 

May 10?, 1900 – At the last village board meeting, a resolution was passed instructing the clerk to notify 

the railroad to remove the depot by June 1 at the latest. 

May 10?, 1900 – An accident which resulted in the loss of a life occurred near the stockyards Tuesday 

noon when William Yates, of Fond du Lac, fireman on the noon train, fell under the engine. … Each day, 

when the engine attached to the noon train reaches here it is run on the turntable at the round house 

and the cars go to the depot with the regular train crew. The engine then backs up and is attached to 

the freight cars to do the switching. … There being no brakeman about, Mr. Yates left his usual place ot 



make a coupling. He was on the front of the engine and in jumping off it seems that his foot caught 

somewhere near the guard rail of a frog nearly in front of the stock yards. The engine was only a foot or 

so away and before the victim could extricate his foot, he was run over, the wheel of the engine passing 

over his left heel and rung parallel with the leg to a point about six inches above the knee  joint, with the 

result that the bones were terribly crushed.” Dr. McConnell went with him to Fond du Lac, where he was 

taken to the hospital, where the leg was amputated. Yates died shortly before 6 o’clock. … 28, was to 

leave on pleasure trip next day with his wife. 

June 7, 1900? – With the filing of the articles of incorporation of the Princeton & Northwestern Railway 

Co., what has been considered for the past ten years by the majority of the people as merely a dream 

has at last become a reality. The organization of the new company, composed, as it is of officials at the 

Chicago & Northwestern R.R. Co., means that in a few weeks at the most, ground will have been broken 

for an extension of the railroad from this village to Marshfield, Wood County. It is the intention of the 

company to run a branch from here northwest through Marquette, Waushara, Adams, Wood and 

Portage counties to a connection with the Omaha at or near Marshfield. The incorporators are Marvin 

Hughitt, J.B Redfield and M.M. Kirkman. The capital stock is at present $25,000, but this amount will 

undoubtedly be increased as necessity may require. The will be good news to Princeton people, who 

have been slow to believe that any move would be made in this direction. J.L. Penmill?, of Montello, has 

been working in the interests of this extension for the past two or three years, and now that he has 

secured the cooperation of the officials of the Northwestern company in the work, the project will no 

doubt be carried out. Mr. Pennifill says that work will be commended upon the line at once, in fact is 

already in progress, a number of surveyors being on the ground at present. He further says that it is the 

intention of the cpany to run the spur from a point west of the round house, thence northwesterly along 

the river some distance from the village, where the new bridge will be built, that object in this being to 

avoid uneven ground as far as possible. The road will run through Neshkoro, thence to Wautoma and 

Wild Rose, from which place the route has not yet been definitely determined upon. “This means 

business,” said Mr. Pennifill yesterday, “and you need have no fear that the road will be built. Work will 

be hustled, and it will not be many months before people will be riding upon the new road. You may 

state that the depot will be moved from its present location to a site near Famer street, probably near 

the land owned by Edward, Frank and Gustave Teske Jr. on which he railroad company secured an 

option some time ago.” … Frank Teske says option was for 60 days and expired some time ago and he 

has not heard from railroad. 

June 21, 1900? – Today Mr. Pennefill informs us the engineers are sounding the river where it is 

expected the bridge will be built. 

June 28, 1900? – The surveying crew for the Northwestern extension is now within about a mile from 

Princeton.  …  J.L. Pennifill says “on account of a scarcity of steel rails, it may be impossible to complete 

the line this year, even as far as Almond, as intended. He states that the steel mills are now 25,000 tons 

behind their orders, which renders the whole scheme rather uncertain. Then there are a great many 

details to look after, one of the most important being the construction of a bridge to cross the Fox. 

There is a great deal of red tape to this, and it may take considerable time before permission is granted 

the company to build. First an application is made to the chief of engineers at Washington, then 

soundings are made, the department having charge of this river is then notified, makes soundings, and 

reports as to the advisability of the plan to Washington. It then waits its turn among a mass of other 

papers, and finally if favorably reported on all along the line it receives the approval of the secretary of 



war. It is not always easy to get permission from the war department to construct railroad bridges, as a 

great deal of care is exercised as to the location. If this takes the usual length of time, then there will be 

plenty of time to complete the grading and secure the rails. Mr. Pennefill hopes, however, to get the 

road in running order in time to take care of the potato crop this fall and winter. He states with 

emphasis that the people need have no fear that the road will not go through, but he says just as 

emphatically that it will take some time to build it.” 

July 5, 1900? – Still another railroad company, styling itself the Princeton & Wisconsin River Company, 

and which is said to have no connection with the company known as The Princeton & Northwestern, 

who are now engaged in making a survey of their proposed route, have very recently filed articles of 

organization with the secretary of state. The projected route is from Princeton to Necedah, 50 miles, 

through Juneau, Adams, Marquette and Green Lake counties. The capital stock is $275,000 and the 

incorporators are R.A. Crandall, Robert Jones, W.H. Hopkins, W.S. Surets??? And John C. Hopkins, all of 

Chicago. Should the road be built as proposed, Princeton will come very near being a railroad center. 

July 19, 1900? – Chas. Dahlke and J.E. Sedgwick, who have been securing the right of way for the 

extension of the Northwestern road, have met with good success all along the line. The farmers are 

enthusiastically in favor of the road and have been reasonable in their demands. Usually those who own 

land adjacent to a proposed railroad demand an exorbitant price for it, but so far Messrs. Dahlke and 

Sedgwick have encountered little of this. 

July 26, 1900? – Village board assured depot would be moved by next spring. 

July 26, 1900? – Village Board resolves hereafter no sand be taken from village square without permit or 

paying for it. 

August 16, 1900 – The property on Farmer street owned by the Sweet estate was purchased by the 

Northwestern company last week, the purchase price being $300 or $500. An abstract is being made of 

the Kroll property, just east of the Sweet land, and this deal will be completed in a day or so. Together 

they will be used as a location for a depot. 

TELEPHONE 

May 24?, 1900 – C. G. Starks, representing the Waushara Telephone Co., of Berlin is in town today 

talking up a telephone exchange for Princeton. The Waushara Co. is a home organization owning 100 

miles of toll lines to Waushara County, reaching Wautoma, Neshkoro, Spring Lake, Pine River, Poy Sippi, 

Wild Rose, Mount Morris, Bloomfield, Auroraville and other small places. It also has an exchange of 240 

subscribers at Berlin. The Co. if successful in establishing an exchange here would put Princeton on the 

Waushara system by building a line to Neshkoro. In this way Princeton could talk direct to all the above 

towns and to any of the 140 places having phones in Berlin. Dartford, Ripon Markesan, Marquette, 

Montello, or any of the many places on the Wisconsin Bell system could also be reached from any of the 

telephones in this village. The telephone is such a useful thing that every village of thrift and business 

importance is putting them in and as live and flourishing a village as Princeton ought not to go any 

longer without a telephone exchange. The Waushara Co. would expect to keep an operator on duty 

constantly to answer calls during the day and also locate the Princeton exchange where night calls could 

be answered. Also Sunday calls. The price would be low, somewhere from $1 to $1.50 per month, 

according to the number of phones put in. The aim would be, first, to give good service and then make 



the rate as low as possible. Some of the men in the Waushara Co. are mayor M. Safford, John J. Wood 

Jr., H.C. Truesdell, D.J. Jones, Chas. S. Morris, Dr. Walbridge and several citizens of Waushara County. 

The citizens of Princeton will have an opportunity to buy stock if they desire, although the proposed 

Princeton extension is not a stock-selling-bonus-grabbing scheme. The Co. paid an 8 percent dividend in 

1899. – Waushara Telephone Co. 

June 7, 1900? – With the carrying out of present plans, this village will shortly have a telephone 

exchange. As stated in The Republic some time ago, Chas. G. Starks, of Berlin, was here to look over the 

ground relative to the advisability of establishing an exchange here for the Waushara Telephone 

Company and was so impressed with the outlook that he made a favorable report to the company. As a 

result, the company through its directors decided last week to build an exchange here, and the lines to 

Wautoma and other points in Waushara county will be further improved by being converted into 

metallic circuits. Connections will be made so that telephone communication may be had with 

Milwaukee, Chicago or any other desired point. 

July 12, 1900 – Arthur F. Adams, assistant superintendent of the Waushara Telephone Co., managing 

mechanical and electrical work, in charge of building new exchange in Princeton. 

July 19, 1900? – The Wisconsin Telephone Company is replacing the old poles by larger and better ones, 

preparatory to establishing an exchange here. It is expected that within two weeks the company will 

complete arrangements for its exchange. Having come in first, it has a large number of subscribers, and 

as a result it is rumored that the Waushara Telephone company will not build an exchange here. 

July 26, 1900? – The work of setting new telephone poles on the line between Dartford and this city is 

being hurried forward, one-half of them being already placed. Those in the city, which were set recently, 

have been wound and are being painted. 

August 23, 1900 – The Wisconsin Telephone Company has rented offices in the American House for their 

local and long-distance telephone exchange. Miss Minnie Rimpler has been engaged as day operator, 

and Miss Hattie Van Buren as night operator and will assume their duties as soon as the exchange is 

completed, which will probably be about the middle of September. 

FACTORIES 

March 22, 1900 – Move to butter tub story 1890s. … Factory founded in February 1896? By E.D. Morse, 

J.E. Leimer and Emil Klawitter under the firm name of Morse, Leimer & Co.  Morse leaves in fall 1896, 

name changed to Leimer & Co. Klawitter left short time later as well. Company had trouble affording 

material for the hoops, which had to be imported until owners were able to use black ash, which is 

plentiful in Marquette county, to make their own hoops. “The institution has been a great convenience 

to the business men dealing in butter, eggs, etc. for in addition to the manufacture of butter tubs, the 

plant turns out egg cases, cheese boxes and all kinds of cooperage.” 

Feb. 1, 1900 – The Princeton Creamery Association held a meeting Monday evening at which a 

committee from the Black Creek cheese factory was heard, in regard to proposals for disposing of their 

plant to the Princeton association and using the building for a skimming station. A committee was 

appointed to investigate the matter. 



Feb. 1, 1900 – The brewery is in very bad condition just now. By some carelessness the boiler of the 

engine has been so badly burned that they are unable to use it. As they are now filling the ice house, and 

the engine is used in hauling ice up, of course they have to resort to other methods. The water pipes 

have been allowed to stand full of water, and have frozen and “busted,” so that the brewery is without 

water, expect what they haul or get by melting ice. A boiler inspector will arrive this evening, and it will 

then be known whether a new boiler will have to be bought, or whether the old one can be fixed up.” 

Feb. 15, 1900 – Kuhnert & Hein have taken charge of the pop factory. We wish the young men success in 

their new business. Emil Klawitter, who sold out the business, did well the past season and we believe 

these two young men will find it good property. 

March 29, 1900 – Emil Klawitter and Emil Roch have purchased stock and will shortly establish a pop 

manufacturing plant in Janesville. Mr. Klawitter will not move his family from Princeton at present. … In 

April they have located in Edgerton rather than Janesville.  

Feb. 22 1900 – Ed Falbe commenced filling his mammoth ice house Wednesday morning and finished 

the work Friday noon. He says he never put ice into his ice house faster than he did this time and his ice 

is of splendid quality. 

Feb. 22, 1900 – August Swanke wins lawsuit with H. Thiel of Ripon. No details. Case was about amount 

of cordwood delivered and was initiated years ago, heard by justice of the peace Harroun, appealed to 

circuit court, moved to Fond du Lac, assigned to referee, who finally made decision.  

June 7, 1900? – Roy C. Hastings, who has managed the plant of the Princeton Creamery Association for 

the past year and a half, has resigned and will move to Milton in July, where he has secured a more 

desirable position. Mr. and Mrs. Hastings have made many friends here who will regret their departure. 

June 14, 1900? – The new Black Creek skimming station began operations Saturday, in charge of Will 

Wyse. G. Thiel was the first one to take milk to the station. 

June 14, 1900? – Emil Kuhnert and Otto Hein, of the firm of Kuhnert A. Hein, pop manufacturer, went to 

Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, last Thursday, where they were married the first of the week to two young ladies 

of Sleepy Eye. They are expected home tonight with their brides and will take up residence here. 

July 5, 1900? – Teske & Zierke are putting in a new waste way and a 108-horsepower water wheel. 

BUSINESSES 

Jan. 4, 1900 – Fair Store is opposite post office. (Old Harmon building) 

Jan. 4, 1900 – Dreblow & Pirschke move their stock of dry goods into room Sam Michel has occupied last 

few months in the Green building. 

Jan. 11, 1900 – Fred Klitzke Groceries. Where? 

Jan. 18, 1900 – A new jewelry store will be opened up in the Green block. 

Feb 1, 1900 – Jewelryman Price has moved his jewelry outfit into the room occupied by Espig. Both will 

conduct business in the same building for the present. 



Feb. 1, 1900 – Notice is hereby given that the firm during business under the name of Yahr Bros. has 

been dissolved by mutual consent, F.E. Yahr retiring. The business will be continued by W.R. Yahr. F.E. 

Yahr will remain here until the 15th of Feb. to collect book accounts. Fred will work for his father in 

Milwaukee after traveling to St. Paul, Duluth and Kansas City. 

Feb. 15, 1900 – Nickodem Bros. are having a good run of business. One of our citizens counted over 

eighty people in their store at one time one day last week. 

Feb. 15, 1900 – J.E. Henning Jr. is having a good run of work. His harness shop is well filled with fine sets 

of harness. 

Feb. 22, 1900 – Chas. Price has jewelry store. Where? 

Feb. 22, 1900 – New bank in Montello will open Monday. E.D. Morse is president. L.D. Moses is vice 

president. W.F. Currie appointed cashier. 

March 29, 1900 – Wm. Whittemore & Son of Princeton have opened a jewelry and bicycle repair shop in 

the rooms just vacated by Attorney Mather in Dartford.  

March 29, 1900 – OJ Weiss is now occupying the store formerly occupied by Charles Sears, for his 

millinery store and express office, in addition to the store used for those purposes in the past. 

April 5, 1900 – Dr. Mary Wells office over Yahr Bros. In addition to being a physician and surgeon, she 

specializes in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. 

April 12, 1900 – H. Falbe has sold his saloon property to L. Musolf, who has taken possession of the 

saloon. The consideration was $2,300. 

April 12, 1900 – Dr. Lonergan has rented the rooms over O.H. Lichtenburg’s drug store. 

April 12, 1900 – Otto Maulick has installed a new music box in his saloon. 

April 19?, 1900 – Frank Borsack has got the framework of his new blacksmith shop started and will soon 

have the building ready for occupancy. 

April 26?, 1900 – Dr. Straight has purchased the building now occupied by him. The doctor formerly 

owned the building, but a few years ago traded it for his farm in the town of St. Marie. 

April 26?, 1900 – The rooms on the second floor of the building owned by J.J. Koeser and Rev. A.G Hoyer 

have been repaired and are now occupied by Miss Henke as a dressmaking establishment. 

May 24?, 1900 – Saturday evening about half past nine o’clock fire was discovered in the building on 

lower Water Street owned by Gardner Green and occupied by the American Express company, Mrs. O.J. 

Weiss, the milliner, and Edw. Buck, the tailor. When discovered the flames had made considerable 

headway, and the entire building seemed destined to go to the ground. In a few moments after the 

alarm had been turned in, the fire department was hard at work lending its efforts to prevent the flames 

from spreading, and the fact that the fire was confined to that particular building shows how effective 

was the work. It was not long before the flames were under control, but it was well into the night before 

the boy found it safe to leave the place. The back part of the building suffered the most, although the 

interior was badly burned in some places. Mr. and Mrs. Weiss were in Kingston at the time, and did not 

hear of the fire until Sunday, it being impossible to reach them by telephone earlier. Part of the millinery 



stock was saved, but the bulk of it was saved so far as known. The stock of Mr. Buck, who was also away 

at the time, was considerably damaged by water. Just how the fire originated is not known, but it is 

strongly hinted that it was the work of an incendiary. This theory is borne out by the fact that a roll of 

cotton batting was found under the building thoroughly saturated with kerosene, which would indicate 

that the destruction of the place was premeditated. Fortunately it had rained in the afternoon and there 

was no wind at the time the fire broke out, and this with the good work of the firemen saved it to a 

considerable extent. Mr. Weiss estimates his loss at about $1,200. He had been carrying $1,000 

insurance on his stock until three or four months ago, when he reduced the amount to $500, which 

amount he was carrying at the time of the fire. He had moved a stock of goods from a store he had been 

running in Montello into the building the fore part of the week, which made his loss greater than it 

would otherwise have been. The loss of Edward Buck on tailoring stock and household goods will 

amount to about $100, covered by insurance. Mr. Green, who was in Oshkosh at the time of the fire, 

estimates the damage to the building at about $300, on which he had no insurance. Mr. Green is 

repairing the damaged building and will have it ready for occupancy by Saturday, when the former 

tenant will resume business at their old quarters. 

May 31, 1900? – J.J. Radtke & Co. opened up a liquor store in the Behm block June 1st. They will handle 

only bottled goods for the retail trade. 

May 31, 1900? – Weinkauf’s jewelry store is bound to be at the front in improvements. The new gas 

lights and an electric regulator which they have just put in shows that they mean business. 

June 7, 1900 – August Schiefelbein has purchased of August Swanke the brick building on the west side, 

which has been occupied by Joe Hansen as a saloon. Mr. Schiefelbein will conduct a saloon in the 

building. 

June 21, 1900? – The Fair store is again located in the Harmon building across from the post office and is 

ready to supply the wants of the people in this vicinity. – Picus Bros. 

July 12, 1900? – The corner store of the Behm building is being put in shape for Dr. Randall, who will 

shortly open up an office there… 

July 12, 1900? – O.J. Weiss files for bankruptcy. Result of fire last May. 

July 19, 1900? – H.W. Edw. Buck, who has conducted a tailor shop for several years here, left Tuesday 

for Fond du Lac, where he will continue the tailoring business. … Chas. Kinkel has removed his tailor 

shop from over Lueck & Manthey’s to the Green building on lower Water street, made vacant by H.W. E. 

Buck. 

BUILDINGS 

Jan. 11, 1900 – The village clerk informs us that all those who have buildings wholly or partly in the 

village streets have been served with notices to move the same. 

Jan. 11, 1900 – Village passes ordinance requiring property owners to remove snow and ice from 

sidewalks. 

Feb. 8. 1900 – A.A. Manthey is still doing extensive business in his poultry line. He has shipped about 

four thousand pounds of chickens and turkeys this week. 



CIVIC IMPROVEMENTS 

Feb. 22 1900 – Thirty years ago this spring the new swing to the bridge was completed. 

March ?, 1900 – Article on growth, advantage of rural mail service: increased postal receipts (some 

routes quickly paid for themselves by the additional business they bring), enhanced value of farm la ds, 

estimated as high as $5 per acre in some states; general improvement of the roads traveled by rural 

carriers, in one case in Indiana farmers incurred expense of $2,000 to grade and gravel a road to obtain 

rural mail delivery; better prices for farm products; educational benefits through access to literature and 

keeping them fully informed as the events of the day. Congress appropriated $300,000 for current fiscal 

year to continue expanding the service. Carriers give bond of $500. They can give receipts for money 

orders, also receive and deliver registered mail and packages. 

June 7, 1900? – Hereafter mail may be sent from Princeton on the 8:40 a.m. passenger, which connects 

at Fond du Lac with the north and south trains. … This gives us three mails a day and one on Sunday, 

which is all that can be desired. 

June 14, 1900? – The Village Board will sell the old engine house at auction June 23. 

June 21, 1900? – The village board have decided to sell the fire engine house on lower Water Street, 

near the depot. The old stone school house is being remodeled and will be used by the fire department 

in the future. 

July 5, 1900– The fire engine is now in the new house on Main Street. 

July 5, 1900? – The engine house, which was put up at auction June 30, was purchased by J. Wm. Worm 

for about $73. (July 26 village board minutes) Mr. Worm has rented it to the railway company and the 

building will remain where it has stood for years.  

July 5, 1900 – The old fire engine house, which has been rented to the Chicago & Northwestern Railway 

company, will be fitted up as an office for the engineers. Mr. Yale, the engineer in charge, will attend to 

his duties here and will have several office hands to assist him in the new quarters. 

SCHOOLS 

June 28, 1900? – The school district meeting Monday evening was one of the liveliest in some years. This 

was due to the fact that a successor to W.W. Whittemore as district treasurer, was to be chosen. There 

was an attendance of over one hundred, all eager to vote for their favorite man.” … Chairman is Mesick. 

Formal vote – Whittemore 56, J.E. Leimer 51, H.E. Megow 2. “While the contest was close and spirited, 

yet it was friendly throughout.” 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Jan. 4, 1900 – Golden anniversary of Michael Mueller 

Feb. 1 1900 – Fred Schendel,, proprietor of the Commercial hotel, intends to take his family to Europe 

some time in June. They will spend several months in Germany, the land of Mr. Schendel’s birth, and will 

attend the Paris exposition. Mr. Schendel left Germany in 1870 and went there on a visit a few years 

ago. He thinks he will spend nearly a year in Europe this time. 

Feb. 8. 1890 – 20th annual masquerade ball will be held Feb. 26. 



June 21, 1900? – The single and married men’s base ball clubs crossed bats at the park on the west side 

last Sunday and amused a large crowd. The married men won by a score of 10 to 7. The battery for the 

married men was Tucker and Giese and for the single men Hennig brothers. Ed Zierke’s stops at third 

base and Al Ziebell’s phenomenal catch in center field were the star features of the game. 

Note: Harmon building across from post office. 

YAHR 

July 5, 1900? – The Charles Baumbach Company of Milwaukee in which F.T. Yahr, formerly of this village, 

owns a controlling interest, has changed the firm name to the Yahr & Lange company. The officers of the 

new concern are: President, F.T. Yahr; secretary, L.A. Lange; treasurer, E.F. Yahr. The house was 

established in 1869? and was incorporated in 1885?. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

March 22, 1900 – Farmers Institute in Princeton. 

April 5, 1900 – The vote here in the village was the largest ever cast, there being 303 polled. 

April 12, 1900 – Frank J. Yahr has brother, Herman, in Minneapolis. 

April 12, 1900 – Confirmation class at Lutheran church listed. 

April 12, 1900 – GAR update. Chartered October 8, 1886. 36 members then enrolled – six have died, 

many have moved away and “the rank and file is left rather thin, but there are still enough to represent 

the organization on Memorial Day, if all able to appear.” 

April 19, 1900 – The new telephone rates are in force here now, the charges being made according to 

the length of time phone is used. A one minute conversation between here and Milwaukee costs fifteen 

cents. 

May 3?, 1900 – A movement is on foot for the organization of  a Good Templars lodge in Princeton. It is 

said that about twenty names have already been secured. 

May 3?, 1900 – Ed Warner has sold his team of Kentucky thoroughbreds to Gene Smith. 

May 10?, 1901 – Princeton will soon have a cannon. The village board and the local GAR post have 

united in an application to the war department for the loan of one of the condemned cannons of the 

Civil War, and Congressman Davidson has given the assurance that he will give the matter his immediate 

personal attention. There is no doubt that the application will be granted, as it is considered merely 

formal. It is the intention of the officials to place the cannon and the twenty balls which go with it in the 

northwest corner of the school yard, facing Water Street. 

June 21, 1901? – President W. J. Mesick is in receipt of a letter from the sergeant in charge of the fort at 

Roman? Point, New York, saying that the request made some time ago by the village board and G.A.R. 

post of this city for a cannon had been granted and the department had so instructed him. The letter 

stated that the cannon was a 24-pound howitzer and that twenty 10-inch shells would be shipped with 

it, the only proviso being that the village pay the expense incurred in loading the gun and the freight 

from that point here. The matter will be laid before the board tonight, and President Mesick informed us 



that he had no doubt that they would pass upon it favorably. The cannon thus distributed are 

considered guns used in the civil war, and are valued as relics of the trying times of ’61-’65. 

July 5, 1901? – The cannon which the village board secure through Congressman Davidson arrived over 

the Chicago & Northwestern road yesterday, and as soon as a base can be made for it, it will be placed 

in position. It is about five feet long and is what is known as a twenty-four pounder, that is, it shoots a 

twenty-four-pound ball. It weighs 1,400 pounds. With it are twenty cannon balls weighing 110 pounds 

each. The present intention is to place it in the northwest corner of the school yard, but this has not 

been definitely settled. 

May 10?, 1900 – Gradually the old settlers of Princeton are passing to the great beyond. Yesterday 

afternoon at 1:30 o’clock occurred the death of Christ Hennig, an old and highly esteemed resident of 

the village. He had been confined to his bed for five weeks with heart trouble, and his death had been 

expected for some time on account of his advanced age. He was 83 years of age and had been a resident 

of Princeton for about thirty years.” Kids include John, Christ and J.E. Hennig, all of Princeton;  

May 10?, 1900 – Mecca of St. Marie: The little church at St. Marie was the Mecaa of the pilgrims last 

Tuesday, when the annual pilgrimage of the Catholics from this vicinity was made. From early morning 

pilgrims from Montello, Neshkoro and the surrounding country might be seen wending their way to the 

little church so sacred to Catholics, and to take a draught of the water issuing from the spring which 

some historians say was blessed by Father Marquette in his exploration in 1673. Whether the accuracy 

of this has been determined or not, the spring and the church on the opposite side of the river are 

particularly sacred to Catholics. The church, with is quaint interior, was decorated but little, the altar 

being left as it has stood since its consecration. Masses were held in the forenoon and afternoon, 

conducted by Fathers Fisher of Neshkoro and Holznay, of Green Bay, the latter having charge of the 

services. At the conclusion of the services a large number were rowed across the river to the spring and 

partook of the cooling water. The historical accuracy of this spring has been questioned to a large 

extent. In his earlier writings in relating his explorations, Father Marquette says that the spring blessed 

by him was in a spot from which the view was clear as far as the eye can see, which would hardly refer 

to a spot like this one. There was no other spring near the one blessed, so he said, but early settlers say 

they can remember there were numerous springs in the immediate vicinity of the one which has been 

selected as the one having received holy sanction. Several years ago, a cross was erected by this spring, 

and is now the only mark to distinguish the blessed spring form any other. The church was built about 

1853, when St. Marie seemed destined to be a large city, and when Princeton was composed of a store 

or so and a few houses. Princeton was boomed and St. Marie was evacuated, so that within a few years 

it ceased to occupy a place on the map. The church is closed the greater part of the time and has not 

been altered in the least since its erection. 

May 17, 1900 – The village board has leased the triangular piece of ground on the west side owned by 

August Swanke, for the use of farmers on the regular monthly cattle fair day, and will at once build pens 

and set posts, and otherwise place the grounds in the proper shape. This is what has been needed, and 

the board is to be congratulated for its enterprise. 

June 21, 1900? – 50th anniversary of F. Wm. Page. 

June 21, 1900? – Dr. Nelson G. McConnell dies. Obit on June 28. Funeral at Turner Hall. Crowd filled the 

building and walk in front. 



June 28, 1900? – Long story on summer school for teachers, combines elements of past institutes. 

July 5, 1900 – George Fadner enlists, at Fort Sheridan and might be sent to China. 

July 5, 1900? – Dr. Randall of Ladoga has rented the house of F.T. Yahr on the west side and will practice 

medicine here. 

July 5, 1900 – Still a stage line running from Montello to Princeton. 

July 12, 1900 – Will Whittemore boat. Also July 19. 

July 19, 1900 – Morse senatorial campaign article. 

BARTOL 

Jan. 4, 1900 - F.M. Bartol, of Berlin, visited relatives here several days of last week. 

Jan. 25, 1900 – Fred Nickodem has twins, boy and girl.  

Feb. 8, 1900 – Bertha Bartol married Fred Wielgoss at the Polish church. Bridal party drove to home of 

her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bartol, where they feasted, drank and enjoyed dancing, the music being 

furnished by a band from Berlin. Several from town were present in the evening, and they say no pains 

were spared in giving the guests a royal good time. 

May 17?, 1900 – Carl Barthol has baby girl. 

June 21, 1900? – At the opening of court last week Fred Nickodem was admitted to full citizenship. 

July 19, 1900? – House of Frank Novak in town of Princeton destroyed by fire. Loss of $200. 

-- 

UNSORTED 

Sept. 6, 1900 – Lots of people go to state fair.  

Sept. 13, 1900 – The crew of men which has been stringing telephone wires reached here last Thursday 

afternoon. The new ordinance will likely be passed at a meeting of the village board to be held soon, 

after which the exchange will be built. 

Sept. 13, 1900 – It was rumored last week that all operations on the Northwestern extension would 

cease, owing to the agreement reached between the Northwestern and St. Paul roads. 

Sept. 13, 1900 – A special meeting of the village board was held last evening to take action on a petition 

signed by several west side residents objecting to slaughter houses being maintained in the village 

limits. After some discussion a motion was carried to order all butchers to cease slaughtering in the 

village limits at once. 

Sept. 13, 1900 – First Communion at St. Patrick’s, recently renovated. Sanctuary lamp donated by Elmer 

D. Morse.  

Sept. 13, 1900 – Princeton State Bank financial report. 



Sept. 20, 1900 – George Yahr, son of F.J. Yahr, going to the Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons 

and school of Dentistry. Harry Burns taking medical courses. 

Sept. 20, 1900 – The express office has been moved to the depot. Steve Daley replaces O.J. Weiss, 

resigned. 

Sept. 20, 1900 – Trustee WW Whittemore of the OJ Weiss Millinery Company sold the stock of millinery 

Wednesday to S.M. Eggleston. The stock will be moved to Mr. Eggleston’s store on the west side, where 

Mrs. Jesse Eggleston will offer it for sale at a discount, beginning October 3. Jesse Eggleston also doing 

upholstery at the building.  

Sept. 27, 1900 – Wisconsin Telephone Company proposed ordinance includes exchange and toll lines 

with adjacent cities and towns.  

Oct. 4, 1900 – FDL Reporter comments on Congressman Davidson. 

Oct. 4, 1900 – C.F. Worm has moved his shoe shop to the Green block in the store formerly occupied by 

the American Express Company. 

Oct. 11, 1900 – Village board approves Wisconsin Telephone Co. ordinance Oct. 4. 

Oct. 11, 1900 – Four large boxes of material for the new telephone exchange arrived by freight this 

morning. It is expected that work on the exchange will commence in a day or so and be ready for use in 

about two weeks. 

Oct. 11, 1900 – IT IS A GO. Those who have had no faith in the Northwestern extension beyond 

Princeton will be happily disappointed when they learn that next week will see the beginning of the 

construction of the bridge across the Fox river. Adolph Green, a bridge contractor in Green Bay, and the 

gentleman who, sixteen years ago drew the plans for the German Lutheran Church, was here Monday, 

and stated that he had been given the contract to build the bridge and that next week he would come 

up with twelve or fifteen men to begin operations. This morning a carload of bridge timber arrived, and 

railroad men stated that a carload of piles for the bridge were not a Fond du Lac. The stone for the piers 

is being taken from a quarry at Duck Creek near Green Bay and will begin to arrive the latter part of next 

week. The iron work is now being constructed in Chicago and will be ready for delivery by the time the 

timbers are placed in position. The contract calls for the complete construction of the bridge by January 

215, 1901. Work of grading may commence this fall but will most likely be postponed until the spring. 

Oct. 11, 1900 – Mrs. J.C. Thompson dies. 

Oct. 18, 1900 – Emil Klawitter has purchased the dray and ice business of Ed Falbe. 

Oct. 18, 1900 – The pile driver to be used in the construction of the new railroad bridge across Fox river 

arrived Tuesday. The Northwestern Railroad company is paying off those from whom it recently 

purchased property for the extension. … So far paid $4,700. 

Oct. 18, 1900 – Application has been made to Governor Scofield for a pardon for Mrs. Ellen Long, who is 

serving a life sentence for the murder of Harvey Whittemore, a boy, in 1894 in this village. A movement 

in this direction was made some years ago but was unsuccessful. It is said that Mrs. Long has been a 

model prisoner during her confinement at Waupun. The application for pardon will be heard by 

Governor Scofield at Madison October 24. …. Oct. 25 correction – previous pardon attempt was not 



made. … “We believe the application to be a meritorious one and hers to be a proper case for the 

exercise of executive clemency. Her pardon has been recommended by the Hon. J.D. Pulling, the judge 

who sentenced her to the penitentiary. In his recommend he lays stress on the absence of any motive 

for the act and also the lack of evidence of a premeditated design to effect death. There was no trial, she 

having pleaded guilty. It is believed by many that Mrs. Long was temporarily insane at the time of the 

commission of the crime.” 

Oct. 18, 1900 – With the construction of a railroad bridge this fall, the extension of the Chicago & 

Northwestern line from here to Marshfield, and the possible erection of an electric light and water 

works plant, Princeton is liable to become an important place on the map of Wisconsin. The fact that we 

may have an electric light and water works plant may not seem possible, but nevertheless, if 

negotiations at present pending materialize, they will become a reality. E.L. Draffen, representative of 

the Consolidated Water and Light Company, with offices in the Rookery building, Chicago, was here last 

Friday and was so impressed with the advantages offered here that he made a proposition to Teske & 

Zierke, owners of the water power, for its use in case an electric light and water plant was established. It 

is claimed on good authority that Mr. Draffen offered $50 per month for the use of the water power but 

Teske & Zierke have not yet accepted the proposition.  

Oct. 25, 1900 – The Congregational church has been thoroughly remodeled with new wall paper. 

Nov. 1, 1900 – Louis Meyer has recently opened a trimming department in the carriage and wagon 

works of G. Luedtke. 

to hear Robt. M. La Follette speak. Ideal Band engaged for the occasion. … Nov. 8 – The special train 

from here to Ripon Thursday night was more than crowded. The weather had cleared up and this aided 

somewhat in securing a crowd. Three coaches and a baggage car were full of enthusiastic people 

anxious to hear the next governor, Hon. R.M. La Follette. It was necessary to have extra cars to 

accommodate the crowd, and a number took the second train over. Returning, five coaches were 

loaded. At least 370 people. 

Nov. 1, 1900 – E.D. Morse has chartered special train from Princeton to Ripon on Nov. 1  

Nov. 8, 1900 – Morse defeats L.A. Lange and even carried Fond du Lac County … While the Republicans 

were holding forth in Turner Hall Monday night the Democrats were making things lively in the village 

Hall. … Frank Teske wins Assembly race over W.J. Middleton, majority of 190; majority of 63 in town of 

Princeton. 

Nov. 8, 1900 – Work is progressing rapidly on the new bridge. The dredge has been at work for several 

days. The work of grading is also being rushed and a few days will see an established grade to the river 

bank. In some places it will be necessary to grade about eleven feet. 

Nov. 8, 1900 – Work on the telephone exchange has been pushed with vigor for the past few days. The 

switch board was placed in position Saturday, and Monday and Tuesday twelve or fifteen phones were 

connected. Miss Minnie Rimpler, the day operator, began work Tuesday morning. For the convenience 

of those who desired to hear election returns, a phone was placed in the village hall and worked 

satisfactorily. A few more days will see the completion of the system, and it is safe to say that the 

exchanges will be well patronized. 



Nov. 15, 1900 – Gustav Shamrock of Fond du Lac will open a laundry in the Green block about Nov. 20. 

Mr. Shamrock has been engaged in the laundry business for twelve years. 

Nov. 15, 1900 – E.M. Draffen, representing the Consolidated Water and Light Co. of Chicago was again in 

the village last Friday relative to the electric light and water works question. … Plans to meet with village 

board and residents. “It is understood that he proposes to erect an electric light and water works plant, 

the village to pay an annual rental and also a certain sum to be applied to the purchase price. In this way 

the village would own the plant in a few years.” 

Nov. 15, 1900 – Princeton Republics celebrated McKinley’s election Saturday night in a fitting manner. 

Shortly before 8 o’clock the parade formed at the village hall, and backed by the Princeton Ideal Band, 

marched to Farmer street, then to Water, up Water and down Harvard and Short streets to Water again, 

then down Water to the depot, then counter marching up Water to the home of Senator-elect Morse. 

Here the band serenaded the senator-elect and three cheers were given with a will for Mr. Morse. The 

parade then moved to the village hall and disbanded. Along the line of march colored lights were 

burned, numerous marchers enlivening things by shooting fire crackers and Roman candles. The house 

of Senator-elect Morse was brilliantly decorated with Japanese lanterns, and as the parade passed the 

house a number of Mr. Morse’s neighbors on the veranda joined in the fire works. The celebration 

continued until late in the evening. 

Nov. 15, 1900 – McKinley’s majority in county was 993 and Lafollette’s 558, Morse was 995. 

Nov. 22, 1900 – The work of connecting all the telephones was completed Monday night and the 

exchange is now in good working order. That the exchange will grow in popularity goes without saying, 

and the number of phones is bound to increase as their use is appreciated. There are now 87 phones in 

the exchange. 

Nov. 22, 1900 – Golden wedding anniversary party Tuesday, Nov. 13, for Royal and Elizabeth Treat. 1873 

moved to Hog Island cranberry marsh and in 1880 to Meadow Valley.  

Nov. 29, 1900 – S.E. Morse has purchased of C.E. Blodgett of Marshfield three full-blooded red Durham 

heifers. 

Nov. 29, 1900 – An illustrated lecture on electricity will be given in the high school room at the school 

house by Prof. Louis Favour of Chicago on Monday evening, Dec. 10. … fair sized audience was present. 

Nov. 29, 1900 – The Northwestern Railroad company has experienced some difficulty in securing the 

signatures of property owners on Clinton Street, a part of which is desired to vacate for depot purposes. 

Two or three property holders in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site are decidedly against it, 

and it may be that the company will decide to build elsewhere. 

Nov. 29 or Dec. 6, 1900 – Miss Hattie Warnke has been engaged as night operator at the telephone 

exchange.  

Nov. 29 or Dec. 6, 1900 – John G. Radtke buy’s Fred Nickodem’s residence in northeast part of village. 

Nov. 29 or Dec. 6, 1900 – G. Lamp purchased the lot of Ed Falbe on the west side of the river, opposite 

St. Patrick’s church. 



Nov. 29 or Dec. 6, 1900 – Frank Tucker starts job in Washington. The streets are all paved with asphalt 

and are swept by hand every day. The street cars are run by underground electric wires, and he says 

that nearly one-third of the vehicles seen are automobiles. … He is clerk for committee on railways and 

canals. 

Dec. 6, 1900 – The contractors who had the job if grading two miles of the roadbed of the railroad 

extension through the village finished their work Saturday and the crew left here Monday. 

Dec. 13, 1900 – Dreblow and Pischke have moved their stock of goods late the store formerly occupied 

by O.J. Weiss and will have an opening sale Friday, Dec. 14. 

Dec. 13, 1900 – The public meeting at Turner hall last evening, called by E.L. Druffen and H.D. Hallett, for 

the purpose of ascertaining the sentiment of the citizens of Princeton in regard to the erection of a 

water works and electric light plant, was largely attended by the voters and residents of the village. The 

proposition presented by Messrs. Draffen and Hallet was substantially as followsL The plant to be built 

by a company formed in the city of Princeton at a cost of $19,500???; the plant to be bonded for 

$14,500??,, the village issuing bonds for the difference between the above amount and the total cost of 

the plant. Upon completion of the plant it is to be turned over to the village, and all revenue derived 

from private lighting and private water consumers to be paid into the village treasury. The village to pay 

annually for fire protection and street lighting $2,010??, which would be applied for the purpose of 

paying off the principal and interest of $24,000 mortgage bonds on the plant. The gentlemen estimated 

that the income from water and light furnished private consumers would considerably more than pay 

the expense of operating the plant the first year, after which the revenue would steadily increase. After 

the gentlemen had stated their proposition a general discussion ensued, which was taken part in by a 

number of those present, a majority of whom appeared to be in favor of the project. Messrs. Draffen 

and Hallett left on this afternoon’s train and will apply for a franchise in the course of a week or two. 

Detailed plans and specifications will be prepared by Mr. Hallett, who is a civil and electrical engineer of 

Aurora, Illinois, and these plans and specifications will be placed on file with the village officers, and all 

other matters pertaining to the cost and construction and of water and light to private consumers will 

also be placed on file with the village officials before the proposition is submitted to a vote of the 

people, in order that they may understand just what ‘they’ will receive and just what they will pay for. 

Dec. 20?, 1900 – Miss Lucy Capman of New London is now night operator at the telephone exchange.  

Dec. 20, 1900 – L.G. Barnes, manager for the Wisconsin Telephone Co. for this part of the state, was in 

town the latter part of the week. He said they were placing ?? more ‘phones in residences and 

businesses ?? in this village, which would ?? a total of 56 ‘phones ?? which he thought was the ?? 

number maintained in many ?? in the state of equal size. 

Dec. 20, 1900 – A.A. Manthey has shipped about 50,000??? Pounds of poultry from here to different 

points the last week for Christmas trade. He has been paying a cent a pound above Chicago prices. 

Dec. 20, 1900 – Judge Burnell has filed his decision in the case of the town of Princeton vs. the village of 

Princeton, which has been pending for the last two years. For many years the village was part of the 

town for town purposes but by a legislative act of 1897 the two were separated for all purposes. The act 

provided for a division of the joint property and the payment by each of its share of the joint 

indebtedness. Some time before this town had obtained by stipulation and settlement a judgment for 



some $4,000, payable in six annual installments, and when the complete separation took place, the 

village claimed the judgment was joint property to be divided and refused to pay any more than the 

proportion going to the town as its share. The town claimed the whole and brought suit. The court holds 

that the judgment was common property for all the inhabitants covered and described by the word 

joint, that it is to be divided as any other property and that the town can have only its proportionate 

part. This having been paid, the finding and judgment were for the village. 

Dec. 20, 1900 – Confirmation at St. John’s Catholic, about 150 confirmed. Sermon in Polish. High Mass. 

After Mass Bishop Messmer delivered an eloquent discourse in English and German, his subject being 

“The Duties of a Christian.”  

Dec. 20, 1900 – Special trains have been arriving daily this week with building material for the 

Northwestern extension. Ninety-three carloads of steel rails, twenty-seven loads of ties, six loads of 

stone, three loads of graders outfit and one load of lumber have been received here and are being 

unloaded. They already have enough ties here to lay the track one-fourth the distance to Marshfield. 

Dec. 20?, 1900 – Profile of Ziebel Cigar Plant. A.E. Ziebell. “A number of men are employed in the work, 

and the capacity of the plant is 1,200 daily. Bales of Havana, Sumatra, binders and fillers are to be seen 

on every hand, and, as a novice, we were surprised to learn what an amount of money could be 

expended in an enterprise of this kind.” One bale of Sumatra wrapper $699.90?? and that cheaper 

grades and fillers ranged from $97.50 to $304.00 per bale. “We witnessed the cigar embryo, its 

transformation to the genuine, the packing, labeling, etc., and felt that it was truly an industry and trade 

worthcigy of mention and note.” 

Dec. 27, 1900 – J.W. Shew has sold his residence property in the southeastern part of the village to 

Stanish Blankavage. 

Dec. 27, 1900 – Village board meeting Dec. 17 pass ordinance vacating Lincoln St. between Farmer and 

Howard for railroad. 

1901 

Jan. 3, 1901 – F.T. Bartel and sister, Mrs. T.F. Hoffman, drove over from Berlin yesterday. 

Jan. 10, 1901 – The last official act of Governor Scofield before retiring from office Monday as the 

pardoning of Mrs. Ellen Long, who was serving a life sentence at Waupun for the murder of Harvey 

Whittemore at this place in 1883. The application for her pardon was made several months ago but the 

governor withheld his decision until just before retiring from office. 

Jan. 10, 1901 – At the beginning of the new fiscal year an appropriation of $1,750,000 became available 

for the maintenance and extension of the rural free delivery postal system. There are now in operation 

about 1,300 rural delivery routes, and the number is being constantly increased.  … The rate for “drop 

letters” on the rural routes has been increased from 1 to 2 cents. 

Jan. 17, 1901 – R.W. Harmon, editor and publisher of the Princeton Republic, had business in Dartford 

Saturday. 

Jan. 17, 1901 – H.K. Priest applies to village board for a water works and electric light and power 

franchise within Princeton.  … 30-year contract to build and operate water works, drill well at least 150 



feet deep, a tank made of cypress with capacity of 60,000 gallons – at least 24 feet above ground, ready 

for test by Aug. 1, 1901 ($5 per day after Aug. 1). City agrees to pay for at least 24 hydrants, annual 

rental of $60 each; $50 per year per hydrant for future extensions. Consumers would have to sign 

contract agreeing to regulations. Rates for connections in homes and businesses ranged from $3 to $12 

annually; meter usage rates .30 per day to .10 per day.  … Also, to construct electric light and power plan 

and system. Village would agree to rent not less than 21 arc lamps for 10 years at $50 each. Commercial 

and residential rates … 20 cents per 1000 watts, $5 per month commercial arc lamps, .75 per month 16 

candle power incandescent lamps.  … $3 per day fine after Aug. 1.  10-year contract, village tax enough 

to raise $1050 for lamps; $1440 for hydrants for 30 years. H.D. Hallett would be water works 

superintendent for construction. Village would have right to buy water and electric systems for $30,000. 

Jan. 24, 1901 – At a special meeting of the village board last night it was decided to call a special election 

to be held Tuesday, Feb. 5th, for the purpose of ascertaining the will of the people in regard to granting a 

franchise to H.K. Priest to construct a water works and electric light and power plant in this village. This 

is an important matter to the business interests and commercial welfare of Princeton. The village at 

present is only poorly equipped for fire protection and can never expect to induce manufacturing 

interests to locate here until we have a water works system that will afford modern means of fire 

protection.  …  Another important matter is the lighting of our streets, as at present they are very poorly 

lighted with kerosene lamps that blow out and the chimneys become blackened, thus cutting off what 

little light they may afford. Every business man and taxpayer should appreciate the benefit which would 

accrue in a business way to everyone interested in the welfare and progress of the village by having the 

streets well lighted. This system of lighting will also afford the business men a better chance of showing 

off their goods to good advantage. Considerable patronage will also be worked up for lighting 

residences, churches and public places after the people have had a chance to see the convenience and 

improvement in using electric light. The ordinance calls for twenty-four hydrants at an annual rental of 

$60 each per annum for a term of thirty years, and twenty-one lights at $50 per annum for a period of 

ten years. The main question with the voters of Princeton at the election to be held February 5th 

regarding the granting of the franchise is as to whether the contract for hydrant rental and street 

lighting is reasonable.” Single ballot … For the proposition, Against the proposition 

Jan. 24, 1901 – Mrs. Albert Polfuss has purchased the bakery and restaurant of Miss Bertha Schaal and 

will take possession Feb. 15th. 

Jan. 24, 1901 – A dance will be held under the auspices of the Polish society at Turner Hall Wednesday 

evening for the benefit of a library. Dumdey’s orchestra provided the music. 

Jan. 24, 1901 – J.W. Worm dead. Jan. 21. Tuberculosis. Arrived in Princeton in 1872 and opened a 

tailoring shop. Moved to Neenah in 1874 and returned in 1878. Tailor until 1882. Saloon until 1898. 

Village clerk for four years. Turnverein.  

Jan. 24, 1901 – List of upcoming Polish marriages. Lots of names. 

Jan. 31, 1901 – List of taxpayers. Princeton State Bank 171.10, E.D. Morse 154.12, W.F. Luedtke 136.20, 

HK Priest 129.42 and F.T. Yahr 111.36. 

Jan. 31, 1901 – John Koharske has purchased the Sile Morse farm on the bend and will take possession 

April 1. 



Feb. 7, 1901 – At the special election held here Tuesday to vote on the question of granting a franchise 

for the erection of a water works and electric light and power plant, one hundred and ninety-six votes 

were cast against and forty-six votes for the proposition. There being such an overwhelming majority 

against it, the village board at their meeting this evening will disallow the franchise. …. Two weeks later 

Westfield Union says “To an outsider this looks like enterprise – gone to seed.” 

Feb. 14, 1901 – The official census of the village of Princeton is given as 1,202, and increase of 216 since 

1890. 

Feb. 14, 1901 – The firm of S.M. Eggleston & Co. has been dissolved, the Nickodem brothers having 

purchased Mr. Eggleston’s interest in the stock of goods. They have leased the building of Mr. Eggleston 

and will continue business in the old stand. 

Feb. 14, 1901 – subscribers Mrs. Ellen Long, Juneau … can’t be THE Ellen Long, right? Didn’t we have 

reports in 1890s of her traveling to and from P? Another note is Miss Edith Long of Juneau is visiting 

friends. 

Feb. 14, 1901 – Village vacates portion of Clinton Street for railroad. 

Feb. 21, 1901 – Ed Teske Jr. left for Stoughton and Milwaukee this morning. He intends to buy a gas 

plant to light their store before returning. 

Feb. 21, 1901 – Richard Miller of Kiel has purchased the Dr. Racek property south of Dr. Wendtland’s 

residence. He intends to build a new residence and will move his family here the latter part of April and 

will engage in the cigar business with A.E. Ziebell. 

Feb. 21, 1901 – Oscar Tassler will erect a building for a pop factory on a lot south of Straight’s dental 

office which he has purchased of Mr. Straight. It is to be a 16x26 two-story frame building and he 

expects to have it completed and be ready for business by April 1st. 

Feb. 21, 1901 – Weinkauf & Whittemore have dissolved partnership. G.A. Weinkauf will keep the old 

stand and Lee Whittemore will work for him. Wm. Whittemore will start a complete repair shop and 

handle guns, bicycles, fishing tackle and all kinds of sporting goods. 

Feb. 21, 1901 – Petition presented to village board requesting the new passenger station be located in 

blocks 12 and 13 in Rosebrook’s addition. 

Feb. 28, 1901 – Carpenters commenced work Monday on the building for Oscar Tassler’s pop factory 

and have the building all enclosed. Will Redman is drilling a well back of the building. 

Feb. 28, 1901 – Five generations of Paull family living in Princeton. 

Feb. 28. 1901 - St. Marie taxpayers list. 

????out of order march 1902 seems wrong. March 1901??when did cowling leave town???The interest 

of W.F. Currie, who recently assumed the duties of cashier of the Montello bank, has been purchased by 

Messrs. E.D. Morse and W.C. Cowling. Cowling will run editorial department and will continue his law 

practice. Roy W. Harmon, partner of Currie, retains his interest in the concern, which will be conducted 

under the firm name of Harmon & Co.  … Currie had been with paper 11 months 



A special meeting of the Princeton Creamery Association was held Saturday afternoon to take action on 

a proposition to increase the capital stock from $2,000 to $4,000. It is the intention of the association to 

take into membership the shareholders in the Black Creek Creamery as a skimming station. 

Harry Tucker has just placed two hydraulic chairs in his shop. 

Miss Ada Myers of Appleton is the guest of Mrs. W.C. Cowling this week.  

John M. Koeser has let the contract for his new residence. 

Long story on masquerade ball. … end of the week in question - 

-- 

March 7, 1901 – Wm. Krause of Dartford has purchased the stock (groceries) of F.W. Klitzke and will 

continue business at the same place. East room of American House building. 

March 7, 1901 – Dreblow & Pischke disposed of their stock of general merchandise to Kehlet, whohas 

taken the same to Montello. 

March 7, 1901 – The Princeton Turn Verein is contemplating making extensive improvements on their 

hall this spring. Among other things they are thinking of raising the hall several feet and building an 

addition about 34x40 feet and veneering it with brick. 

March 7, 1901 – There was good attendance at the cattle fair yesterday, people coming from forty miles 

around to engage help for the spring and summer, most of them succeeded in finding. The wages 

demanded were considerably higher than a year ago. There was more intoxication and disorder than 

usual. 

March 14, 1901 – An eleven-pound boy was born to Mr. and Mrs. John Bartol in the town of Mecan last 

Friday. 

March 14, 1901 – The passion play of Ober Amergrn will be presented in St. John’s Polish Catholic 

Church tomorrow evening by W.A. Kihain with new and life-like moving pictures accompanied by a 

descriptive lecture and baritone solos. The main object of the play is to represent the story of Christ’s 

passion, not by a mere statement of facts but by the actual representation of scenes and figures, giving 

some of the most important scenes of the life of Christ, from His birth to His ascension. Admission 25 

cents; children, 10 cents. … About 500 people attended. 

March 14, 1901 – Village board meeting March 7. Trustee Gustav Teske proposes resolution. Village and 

town were supposed to be sharing expense of bridge in proportion to equalized valuation. Town refused 

to pay from July 2, 1898, to December 1900. Village spent $233.18 on bridge repairs. Town’s share 

should be $111.20. (Refers to opinion of Mr. Thompson – A.E. Thompson?). Village wants town to pay 

up. To meet March 25, 1901, to discuss repairs needed.  

March 21, 1901 – An improvement of numbering the houses has just been inaugurated here. Next! 

March 21, 1901 – Call us up by telephone and give us any items you may know of. The editor will 

appreciate it. 3-4 is our number. 



March 21, 1901 – Fred Nickodem has purchased a lot of Wash Whittemore on Water street just east of 

the house occupied by Ed Teske Jr. and will erect a residence upon it this spring.  March 28 – Fred 

Nickodem purchased the balance of the Whittemore property on Water Street, including the house 

occupied by Ed Teske Jr. He also slipped on some ice and broke her right shoulder. 

March 21, 1901 – Gus Krause moving into Schendel hotel and his wife will open a bakery and restaurant. 

March 28, 1901 – Town did not show up for meeting re: bridge repair costs. Emil Klawitter submits low 

bid of $44.44 to be the bridge tender for the year. … Board recommends raising highway taxes from 2.5 

to 3 mills 

March 28, 1901 – Village treasury has balance of $244.59 after paying all bills contracted for the last 

year. “The board has been economical and taken good care of the interests of the village, and the voters 

should show their appreciation by retaining them for another year.” 

April 4, 1901 – J.W. Shew has purchased the building occupied by Mr. and Mrs. F.E. Clark as a residence 

and will move his grocery store in next Monday, the purchasing price being $1,500.  

April 4, 1901 – E.P. Megow, of Cranberry Center, will erect a two-story frame building, 18x60 feet, where 

the building now stands which is occupied by J.W. Shew. He will commence work about the 20th of this 

month. 

April 4, 1901 – Emil Klawitter has rented August Schiefelbein’s saloon on the west side and took 

possession Tuesday. 

April 4, 1901 – The cattle fair yesterday brought out the largest crowd that has been here for years, 

people coming from all over the central part of the state. A great amount of help was engaged for the 

summer (girls, boys and men), but there was hardly enough to supply the demand, and the wages asked 

were high. The trains arriving Tuesday and Wednesday were packed with people who wished to hire out 

and those who were looking for help, there being a special coach on Wednesday to accommodate them. 

The hotels were filled to their utmost capacity early Tuesday evening and had all the business they could 

handle Wednesday. There was considerable stock on the grounds, which round a ready sale, Dahlke & 

Smith purchasing five carloads, which they shipped to Chicago this noon. The crowd was very orderly, 

only one arrest being made – a man for using abusive language – who paid a fine of $3.00 and was 

allowed to go home.” 

April 4, 1901 – C.D. Price’s Jewelry and Bicycle Store is in Green’s Block. 

April 11, 1901 – Most of the iron for the railroad bridge has arrived here and the balance of it is 

expected here sometime this week. The contractors expect to have the bridge in shape so that they can 

swing it by the latter part of next week.  April 18 – The iron for the railroad bridge is all here now and 

there is a gang of fourteen men putting it together. They will have it in shape so they can swing it in the 

latter part of next week, but it will take them about a week longer to complete the job. 

April 11, 1901 – The Misses Tassler & Schwenzer opened their millinery store in the Messing block. 

April 18, 1901 - The Milwaukee Clothing Co. (P. Reitman) will open their new store Wednesday, April 

24th, in G. Green’s block, Water St., Princeton, next to Price’s Jewelry store. 



April 18, 1901 – The John Ernst Brewing Co. will commence work Monday on a 16x254 foot brick boiler 

room at the brewery. 

April 18, 1901 – R.H. Miller and Henry Mesch of Kiel were guests of A.E. Ziebell from Monday until 

Wednesday. Mr. Miller will move here the fore part of next month and will engage in the cigar 

manufacturing business with A.E. Ziebell. They intend to commence work on their new factory building 

south of Dr. (Gustav) Wendlandt’s residence about the first of next month. 

April 25, 1901 – Work has commenced on a parsonage for the German Evangelical church between the 

residence of Wm. Page and the church. 

April 25, 1901 – WF Luedtke marries Bertha Schaal. 

April 25, 1901 – The Clydesdale stallion Col Henry No. 9099, which F. W. Page purchased of Alex 

Galbraith, of Janesville, at a handsome price, arrived here last week and will be kept on the farm of Mr. 

Page east of Princeton. He is a bright bay colt with star on face and is coming three years old. He is not 

only a choice animal individually, but is descended on both sides from the most fashionable strain of 

Clydesdale blood in Scotland. His sire, Go Ahead Yet, weighs 2,200 pounds and is justly regarded as one 

of the best sires in America. Col. Henry’s dam is by a son of the celebrated Prince of Wales, his grand-

dam by a son of the great Darnley and his great-grand-dam by the noted Lord Lyon; so that Col. Henry 

combines the choicest strains of blood possible and cannot fail to leave a favorable impression on the 

draft horses of Green Lake county. 

April 25, 1901 – John O. Borst obit. One by one the old settlers are going to their long rest. 

May 1, 1901 – Ferdinand Keipe and William Schade have purchased the David Messing block on Water 

Street. The consideration is reported to have been $2,200. 

May 1, 1901 – About 75 men are employed in the tie yard of the Northwestern company, unloading and 

stripping ties. There are bout 200,000 ties in the yard and 4,000 tons of rails, and there have been a 

special train in here with ties on an average of once a day for the past month. 

May 1, 1901 – Oscar Tassler has his bottling works fitted out with the latest improved machinery, which 

he got into running order yesterday, and is now filling orders for birch beer, root beer, ginger ale, cream 

beer, lemon sour, orange cider and all kinds of pop. 

May 1, 1901 – W.C. Cowling, who has been engaged in the practice of law here for the past two and a 

half years, has former a partnership with ex-District Attorney W.W. Quatermann of Oshkosh and will 

remove to Oshkosh in the near future. The practice here will be taken over by Frank E. Tucker of this 

village and Thomas A. Humphrey of Oshkosh under the firm name Tucker and Humphrey.  

May 8, 1901 – Otto Rude has purchased a strip of land 40 feet long of W.F. Luedtke, on Main Street, 

back of Mr. Luedtke’s store, and will erect a building for a blacksmith shop thereon. 

May 8, 1901 – R.H. Miller and family moved their household goods here from Kiel the latter part of ast 

week and are keeping house in the residence south of Dr. Wendandt’s which Mr. Miller recently 

purchased. He will commence work soon on the new building which he will erect on the lot side of the 

old one. 

May 8, 1901 – The village board has decided not to have their proceedings published this year. 



May 8, 1901 – It will require some time yet to complete the railroad tank now under course of 

construction. It is a huge affair. The water that will fill this tank will be drawn from a well 300 feet in 

depth. The water is now flowing through a siphon or pipe and shows the possibilities of reaching 

artesian water here in Princeton. The tank when completed will have a capacity of holding 47,300 

gallons of water. The work of erecting such a tank and casing it with many thicknesses of boards and 

paper, leaving a proper number of air spaces, etc. so as to make it completely frost proof, and firmly 

strengthening all with heavy iron bands is a work that will require a number of days to complete. 

May 15, 1901 – Houses to rent are scarce at present, although the large number of dwellings now in 

course of erection and in contemplation of soon being built will probably relieve the unusual scarcity ere 

long. 

May 15, 1901 – Dr. Travis purchases Wm. Gorr property just south of Lutheran Church. $2,000. 

May 15, 1901 – The engineers of the Northwestern Railway have moved their offices from the old village 

engine house to the village hall on Main Street. Otto Rude has purchased the old engine house of Mrs. 

Worm (who was owner) and will move it onto the lot which he recently purchased of W.F. Luedtke and 

will use the building for a blacksmith shop. 

May 22, 1901 – Tucker & Humphrey law firm moves from Mittelstaedt block into rooms above Lueck & 

Manthey’s store. 

May 22, 1901 – Mr. and Mrs. Carl Worm have commenced housekeeping in the Green block of Water 

Street, in the room recently vacated by Theo. Dreblow and wife. 

May 29, 1901 – A petition is being circulated amongst the owners of property on Water street 

petitioning the village board to enact an ordinance providing for a fire limit on both sides of Water street 

between Short and Mechanic streets, and that said ordinance provide that all buildings hereafter 

erected be build either or stone or brick. The petition has been signed by most of the property owners in 

said district and will be presented to the village board at its meeting June 6th. 

June 12, 1901 –  H.A. Long and E.E. Root drove up from Fox Lake yesterday returning today. Mr. Long 

has disposed of his interest in the mill at Fox Lake and will enter into partnership with O.L. Warren at 

Juneau. George Wight will take charge of the Fox Lake mill. 

June 12, 1901 – Publius V. Lawson article about Mount Tom not being Indian village. 

June 12, 1901 – Ed Borst and Carl Bartol piloted a number of Milwaukee fishermen through the 

Waushara County trouting grounds last week with successful results. 

June 12, 1901 – Misses Tassler and Schwenzer have moved their millinery store from the Messing block 

into the rooms in the Green block formerly occupied by Mrs. O.J. Weiss. 

June 12, 1901 – Little work will be done in the way of river improvement this season. You see there was 

no government appropriation. 

June 19, 1901 – $5 fine for taking sand from public square. 

June 19, 1901 – TJ Paull is moving F.E. Clark’s building on the old Dantz place onto a foundation a few 

rods east of where it formerly stood. 



June 19, 1901 – The comptroller of the currency at Washington has approved the application of J.M. 

Koeser, D.C. Buckstaff, G.J. Kreuger, F.J. Yahr and others to organize a national bank at this place, with a 

capital stock of $25,000. It is said that nearly all of the capital stock has been spoken for and that they 

will organize as soon as they receive their papers from Washington. 

June 19, 1901 – The grading between here and Grand Rapids is nearly completed and is expected that a 

large force of men will commence laying rails the 8th of next month. A boarding train of 22 cars arrived 

here Monday and is stored in the yards near the round house awaiting the arrival of the track layers. 

When get to working with a full force of men they will lay about two and one-half miles of track per day. 

There are about 250,000 ties and enough rails to lay the track for thirty miles stored in the yards here. 

June 26, 1901 – Our relic cannon, that served in the civil war, will be mounted on wheels and fired 

during the 4th. Such cannons are now valued at $500 and will prove a fine attraction. 

July 3, 1901 – Lightning struck a tree in front of Carl Bartol’s premises on Farmer street Friday night. Also 

Weinkauf’s store. 

July 3, 1901 – W.R. Yahr has purchased the lot east of his hardware store and will erect thereon a 30x70 

foot two-story brick building, with plate glass front, two rooms on the first floor, and will stock one of 

the rooms with furniture and rent the other for a jewelry store. He has a crew of men at work getting 

things ready for the foundation. 

July 3, 1901 – School meeting. H.L. Straight elected director to replace W.J. Mesick, whose term had 

expired. Decided to hire another teacher and to grade the school so as to receive the special state aid of 

$300. 

July 10, 1901 – A petition for a new sidewalk commencing at E.T. Frank’s corner and running south to 

Joe McKowski’s corner we have learn has been granted. 

July 10, 1901 – W.F. Corenke, G. Klawitter and O. Tassler have purchased the merry-go-round which was 

run here the Fourth by Ripon parties. 

July 10, 1901 – The following teachers have been engaged by the school board for the ensuring year: 

Geo. V. Kelley of Fond du Lac, principal; Emilie Smith of Berlin, first assistant; Lizzie Johnson of Berlin, 

second assistant; Agnes Straight, primary department.  

July 17, 1901- That cannon in the school yard looks as though the artillerymen had to leave in a hurry. 

July 17, 1901 – Photo souvenir books of Roberts’ steam tracklayer and views along the line of the 

Princeton-Marshfield extension of the C. & N. W. R’y, showing the work of construction in all its 

different phases, have been issued by the Holly Portrait Co. Prices 

July 17, 1901 – The progress at tracklaying so far this week has been rather slow as the men are new at 

the work an on account of the intense heat Monday and Tuesday they had to quit after working part of 

the day. … They are working about three miles west of the river as we go to press. 

July 24, 1901 – The foundation for Will Yahr’s new block was started Tuesday. 



August 1, 1901 – JM Koeser will leave Monday for Oshkosh to prepare for an examination to secure a 

license to practice undertaking embalming in compliance with a law passed by the Legislature last 

winter. 

August 1, 1901 – Leimer & Co. purchased one of the buildings which stood on the lot recently purchased 

by Messrs. Keipe and Schade of D. Messing and moved it onto a lot which they rented from Mrs. L.S 

Harmon and will use it as a warehouse for butter tubs, etc. 

August 1, 1901 – Wm. Whittemore went to Berlin and returned Tuesday afternoon with his gasoline 

launch. He was accompanied by H.L. Straight and G.A. Weinkauf and steamboat inspectors Fitzgerald 

and Shipman of Milwaukee, who had been here to inspect the “Ne-pee-Najuk.” 

August 1, 1901 – A.P. Carman, of Winfield, Kansas, visiting old friends after an absence of 12 years. 

August 1, 1901 – At a meeting held by the stock holders of the First National Bank last Thursday evening 

the following directors were elected: F.J. Yahr, G.J. Krueger, Erich Mueller, J.F. Warnke and J.M. Koeser. 

G.J. Krueger has been elected president of the new institution and D.C. Buckstaff of Oshkosh vice-

president. The Behm block on the corner of Water and Washington streets has been purchased by the 

new bank. 

August 8, 1901 – The steamer J.E. Leimer is hauling brick from Portage for Keipe & Schade’s and W.R. 

Yahr’s new buildings. 

August 8, 1901 – R.H. Miller’s building on Short Street is now in shape to hint what we may expect when 

completed. It will prove a magnificent house. 

August 8, 1901 – Mrs. Hennig, the milliner, and Messrs. Reitz, harnessmaker, and Weinkauf, the 

hardware man, and the Holly Portrait Co.. photographs, are handling the Green trading stamps and 

invite all to call in and see them. 

August 8, 1901 – W.B. Voth, an electrical engineer of Milwaukee who has been in the city the past week 

has made a contract with Teske & Zierke to put in an electric light plant on the west side. They will put in 

between fifty and a hundred lights to commence with in Teske & Zierke’s mill and in the residences of E. 

Teske Sr., E.A. Zierke, C. Dahlke and C. Terwedo and a 1,200-candle power arc light between Messrs. 

Teske & Zierke’s residences. The plant is to be completed and in operation some time in September. 

Eventually they plan on extending the wires to this side of the river, if they can secure subscribers for 

enough lights to make it pay. 

August 8, 1901 – According to census bulletin, population of GL County has population of 15,797, an 

increase of 634, or 4.2 percent, since the census of 1890. Town of Princeton 1123, village of Princeton 

1202, town of St. Marie 626.  

August 8, 1901 – Work was commenced on the new depot Tuesday with a crew of ten men. 

August 15, 1901 – Chas. Dahlke has purchased of the S.A. Hake estate the stock ranch of 776 acres seven 

miles northwest of town and ten building lots in the eastern part of the village and 14 acres of land 

adjoining the village limits. Mr. Dahlke has rented the ranch the last five years and at present has 125 

head of cattle on same. 



August 22, 1901 – W.R. Yahr expects to have his building completed by the 15th of October. All in need 

of furniture will do well to wait until above date. 

August 22, 1901 – Tuesday afternoon the editor, in company with about twenty-five others from here, 

had the pleasure of taking their first ride over the new railroad as far as Wild Rose. The train on which 

we went was a freight, with a passenger coach attached to the rear, in charge of Conductor Woodcock.  

… Group picked up passengers in Neshkoro and Wautoma, and Fred Caldwell took group photo in Wild 

Rose.  … Altogether about 45 miles of track had been laid, including the Red Granite branch and the side 

tracks, and Tuesday the tracklayers were at work about four miles the other side of Wild Rose. 

August 22, 1901 – the plans and specifications of the First National Bank of Princeton, Wis., are now 

ready for inspection and sealed bids for the erection of said building will be received at the office of J.F. 

Warnke, secretary of said bank, up to and including the fifth day of September next. F.J. Yahr, Erich 

Mueller, J.M. Koeser, building committer. 

August 22, 1901 – Drs. S.W. and N.H. Randall move offices from future First National Bank building into 

the rooms in the Mittelstaedt block. … The building on the corner of Water and Washington streets 

purchased by the First National Bank was sold by auction Tuesday afternoon to J.J. Radtke. He will move 

it onto the lot in the rear of his saloon, facing on Main Street.   

August 22, 1901 – There will be a pilgrimage to St. Marie Sunday, Sept. 8. The steamer Midway will carry 

passengers to St. Marie and return, across the river at St. Marie to Father Marquette spring. 

August 22, 1901 – Beginning Monday, September 2, freight and accommodation trains will be run 

regularly on the new line between Princeton, Almond and Redgranite, leaving Princeton at 1 p.m. daily 

except Sunday, arriving Neshkoro 1L45, Redgranite Junction 2:10, Wautoma 3:00, Wild Rose 3:50, 

Almond 4:45. The sound bound trains will leave Almond at 6:30 a.m. daily except Sundays. 

August 22, 1901 – The officers of the First National Bank have the plans and specifications ready for a 

modern building which they will erect on the corner of Water and Washington streets, and advertise for 

bids for the erection of same in this week’s issue of the Republic. The building is to be erected on a 

34x62 foot foundation, two stories high, with basement, cherry colored pressed brick, made at Akron, 

Ohio, and buff Bedford stone to be used, the interior to be finished in oil. The ground floor will be 

divided into two parts, the west side to be a 14x60 foot room to be rented for a store. The east side will 

be partitioned off into four rooms to be used for banking purposes – a counting room, lobby, office and 

a director’s room – and 6x8 foot vault built on a solid brick foundation. There will be two large plate-

glass windows in the front of the building. The second story will be divided into four office rooms, to be 

reached from a walk along the east side of the building leading to a stairway. The height of the rooms on 

the first floor will be 13 feet, and those on the second floor 11 feet. There will be a dome on the 

northeast corner of the building raised about 15 feet above the roof. The building is to have a hot water 

heating system. When completed it will be one of the finest bank and store buildings in this part of the 

country. 

August 29, 1901 – Yahr & Koeser establish lumber yard in Wautoma. 

August 29, 1901 – Teske & Zierke are putting in a new dam at the mouth of the Mecan river 



August 29, 1901 – Public Schools open next Monday. Courses will be offered in accordance with high 

school work and pupils can get same credit as if attending high school. Principal Kelly will be at the high 

school building Saturday from 10-12 and 2-4 to confer with pupils who wish to take this advanced 

course. 

August 29, 1901 – hunting regulations 

Sept. 12, 1901, and Sept. 19, 1901 – McKinley assassination page 

Sept. 12, 1901 – Wm. Krause has moved his stock of groceries into the store room in the American 

House. 

Sept. 12, 1901 – Dr. G.J. Racek will again locate here. From Boulder, Colorado. … Office over Teske’s 

store. 

Sept. 12, 1901 – The Princeton & Northwestern Railway was laid int Grand Rapids yesterday morning 

and the track laying will now commence at Marshfield and the rails will be laid into Grand Rapids from 

that direction as the streel bridge which crosses the Wisconsin River at that place is not ready for use. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – A meeting of the high school class was held Tuesday evening for the election of officers. 

Principal Kelly was chosen chairman of the meeting and the following officers were elected: Jerome 

Morse, president; Jennie Lichtenberg, vice president; Luella Megow, secretary; Ernst Schaal, treasurer. 

Hazel Rawson, Agnes Burns and Jerome Morse were chosen as a committee to chose the class motto 

and class colors. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – E.R. Beebe has started a job printing business in the rooms above Straight’s dental 

parlor. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – Frank Straight and Alfred Giese went to Milwaukee Saturday where they will take a 

course in the Milwaukee Medical and Dental College. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – Memorial services will be held for President McKinley in Turner Hall at 3 o’clock this 

afternoon to be conducted by Rev. F.C. Richardson. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – Big farm sale. E.R. Smith sells Robert Smith farm of 292 acres three miles south of 

village to Gus Barber. $9600. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – Gollmar Bros. & Schumanns now united shows coming to Princeton Oct. 2 features 

Duchess, the largest trained elephant in the world. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – Straight has new Weber sanitary porcelain fountain spittoon. It is attached to the wall 

and water for flushing comes from a tank above the supply pipe entering through the side of the bowl, 

the waste pipe carrying water through floor into basement. 

Sept. 19, 1901 – The contract for the erection of the First National Bank was let to F.E. Webster of Ripon 

last week. The contract price is $7,400. Work will be commenced on it tomorrow and it is to be 

completed by December 1st. The basement is to be of red granite furnished by the Redgranite quarry 

near Berlin. The entrance and all stone trimmings will be of best raindrop sandstone, which will come 

from Marquette, Michigan, and the columns to main entrance will be of polished granite. The balance of 

the exterior is to be of Akron pressed brick. The interior is to be steam heated and finished in oak and 



birch, and the furnishings throughout will be the very latest. When completed it will be one of the finest 

buildings in the state of its size. 

Sept. 19 1901 – One dead and another seriously injured is the result of an accident which occurred in 

the yards of the C&NW Railway Co. here Tuesday evening. Engine and flat car had come from north over 

new extension to depot to load provisions. When engineer Wheeler went to supper, Geo. Wiltsie, who 

has charge of the material yard, was to run the engine out of the way for the 8 o’clock passenger train. 

He opened the throttle wide and expected to go up the main line … but it appears a switch had been 

thrown and they went onto a side track, striking a baggage car which was standing about 20 rods east of 

the depot. Will Kennedy, who had been one of the bosses in the yards here until recently, but lately had 

been employed as surface inspector up the line, and George Hulbert were standing on the flat car. They 

struck the baggage car with such force that it broke the flat car in two in the middle, doubling it up and 

running one end of it up onto the tender of the engine. The crash was heard by a great many about 

town who ran to see what the cause of it was and when they arrived there found Kennedy’s body 

crushed under one end of the flat car. The car was raised as soon as possible, but when the body was 

extricated from the debris, it was found he had received a broken neck, the upper part of chest was 

crushed in and the bones of right leg below knee broken, life being already extinct. In the meantime 

Hulbert had been dug out from under the car and removed to the American House, where it was found 

that his right leg had been badly lacerated above the knee, but no bones were broken. He was taken to 

the hospital at Fond du Lac yesterday afternoon and will probably be around again in a few weeks. The 

body of Kennedy was removed to J.M. Koeser’s undertaking establishment where a jury was summoned 

by Justice Harroun and a post-Morten examination held. After viewing the remains an adjournment was 

taken until this morning, when evidence was heard and the following verdict was given: That he came to 

his death by injuries received by a flat car being pushed by an engine coming in collision with a baggage 

car standing on side track, caused by misplacement of a switch by some unknown means. … Funeral held 

in Turner Hall by Mason; interred in the west side cemetery. 

Sept. 26, 1901 – At a meeting of the high school class this week the motto “Gradually, step by step” was 

chosen and the colors red and white were adopted. The class yell will be: “Who are! Who are! Who are 

we? Princeton High School! Don’t you see?” The members of the class are Jerome Morse, Luella Megow, 

Jennie Lichtenberg, Ernst Schaal, Agnes Burns, Hazel Rawson, Herman Megow and Richard Ellinger. 

Oct. 3, 1901 – J.E. Hennig Jr. has rented the room in Gard Green’s building west of Price’s jewelry store 

and will move his harness shop into it the latter part of this week. 

Oct. 3, 1901 – Our train service east has been cut down to two trains a day, the new time card going into 

effect Monday. This also gives us one less mail a day each way. The arrangement is very unsatisfactory 

to the people here, but it is probably only a temporary change. More trains will probably be put on as 

soon as they commence running through to Grand Rapids. 

Oct. 3, 1901 – Note from editor asking people to report news. Can’t report what we don’t know. 

Oct. 10, 1901 – AA Manthey building addition to residence to be used as kitchen. 

Oct. 10, 1901 – Tucker & Humphrey law firm dissolves. Humphrey to Stevens Point. 

Oct. 10, 1901 – Charles G. Dawes, Comptroller of the Currency, Sept. 26, 1901: The First National Bank 

of Princeton in the Village of Princeton, in the County of Green Lake, and State of Wisconsin, is 



authorized to commence the business of Banking as provided in Section Fifty-one hundred and sixty nine 

of the Revised Statutes of the United States” 

Oct. 10, 1901 – W.B. Voth, of Milwaukee, is at work putting in the electric lights plant for Teske & Zierke. 

Besides furnishing light for the mill and their own residences, Messrs. Teske and Zierke will put in two 

arc lights, one in the street between their residences and one between Emil Klawitter;s saloon and A. 

Swanke’s wagon shop, and will furnish the residences of Chas. Terwedo and Chas. Dahlke, and Emil 

Klawitter’s saloon, making it all about sixty 16-candle power incandescent lights which they will put in. 

The arc lights will be 1200-candle power.  

Oct. 17, 1901 – Mrs. Ellen Long of Juneau is visiting relatives here. 

Oct. 17, 1901 – Teske & Zierke have their electric light plant in running order now. It throws an excellent 

light and they will be able to run the mill during the busy season at night now without any more 

inconvenience than in the day time. Several private families on the west side are enjoying the benefits of 

these lights, and there are quite a number on this side that would be glad to put them in if they had the 

opportunity, but it would not pay them to get a franchise and string wires unless they had a guarantee 

of a certain number of lights being taken. 

Oct. 17, 1901 – SM Eggleston selling his ranch seven miles northeast of Princeton at auction Oct. 26. 

Oct. 24, 1901 – Ziebell & Miller have moved their cigar factory into the second story of the building just 

erected by Mr. Miller. Mr. Miller and his family will occupy the lower part as a residence, and A.E. Ziebell 

and family have moved into the building vacated by Mr. Miller. 

Oct. 24, 1901 – Rev. Henry Coleman, superintendent of the Wisconsin anti-saloon league, delivered a 

temperance sermon at the M.E. Church Sunday. 

Oct. 24, 1901 – Our state senator, Mr. Morse, has always taken a pride in the growth of schools and in 

the course of education. He has manifested tis in a material way of late for recently he has offered a 

scholarship prize of $25.00 to our school. The school board has accepted the offer and arrangements 

will be made soon for dividing the prize into first and second. It is a very public-spirited act of the 

senator, and the people of the town certainly consider it a stimulus to the cause of education. Our 

school is just beginning its high school era and a stimulus in this form along with the present interest 

pupils are showing in their work will do much toward promoting and advancing our classes in the work. 

The prize will be known as “the Senator Morse prize” and will be presented at the public 

commencement exercises in June. 

Oct. 31, 1901 – I. McKenney has sold his stock of groceries to Dr. Randell. 

Oct. 31, 1901 – Henry Dahde will be cashier of First National Bank. 

Oct. 31, 1901 – The carpenters and painters are putting the finishing touches on the depot and will have 

it ready for occupancy the first of next week. 

Oct. 31, 1901 – Frank Fink of Berlin will open a saloon in the place recently vacated by Henry 

Weckwerth. 

Oct. 31, 1901 – A paper is being circulated among the business men and residents of the village to find 

out how many electric lights would be subscribed for in case a plant was put in here. It is proposed to 



organize a stock company with sufficient capital to put in the plant and to furnish 16-candle power 

incandescent lights at 40 cents per month. After the franchise is secured and the plant installed, it is 

thought the village will take a certain number of arc lights to light the streets. The promoters of the 

enterprise, Messrs. W.B. Voth and Teske & Zierke say they already have enough signers to ensure its 

success. 

Oct. 31, 1901 – When the three buildings in course of erection are completed Princeton will have one of 

the finest business streets that we know of in a place of its size. W.R. Yahr has the plate glass front in his 

building and will have the handsomest show window in the city. The interior of the building is about 

completed and he advertises to open up with a complete line of furniture and caskets November 10th 

Wm. Schade’s substantial building is nearing completion and he expects to have it ready for occupancy 

in six or seven weeks. The east half of the ground floor will be used for a saloon to be run by Mr. Schade, 

the west half will be rented for a store, and the upper part is being finished off for living rooms. The fine 

weather is being taken advantage of and work is being pushed on the new bank building, and it is 

expected they will have it completed and ready for occupancy by the middle of December. 

Nov. 7, 1901 – W.R. Yahr hires D. Christiansen, of Milwaukee, to be in charge of his furniture and 

undertaking business. 

Nov. 7, 1901 – Mrs. Herman Gorr has bakery and restaurant. 

Nov. 7, 1901 – This week we publish the application of Teske & Zierke for an electric light and power 

franchise, which the village board will be asked to grant at a special meeting to be held Nov. 21st. The 

promoters have been promised enough support to guarantee the success of the enterprise and they 

should be granted the franchise by the board, as it will be a public improvement furnishing conveniences 

which can be enjoyed by anyone desiring them and will not incur a cent of extra taxes upon the 

residents of the village. 

Nov 7, 1901 – Franchise application to construct, maintain and operate an electric light plant and power 

system – 30 year franchise. $500 bond. At least 25 foot poles. Copper wire.  

Nov. 14, 1901 – The firm of E.R. Beebe & Co., who have been engaged in the printing business here the 

past two months, has been dissolved, Walter Corenke retiring from the firm. 

Nov. 21, 1901 – Local declamatory contest will be held Dec. 3 at Turner Hall. Winner goes to county 

contest Dec. 18, with winner receiving set of encyclopedias. Local contest prize is two books entitled 

Oratory and Debate to the first and second place winners. Judges are Dr. H.L. Straight, attorney Frank 

Tucker and Don Frank. The contestants are Luella Megow, Jennie Lichtenberg, Ernest Schaal, Earl 

Steward, Jerome Morse, Hazel Rawson, Agnes Burns, Edna Hennig, Clarissa Whittemore, Francis Wight 

and Laura Rich. 

Nov. 21, 1901 – Dr. Lornegan in town, above Lichtenberg drug store. 

Nov. 28, 1901 – Electric Light Plant Assured. That Princeton mill will have an electric light plant in 

running order in a short time is now an assured fact, as a franchise has been granted by the village 

board, a company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $7,500, officers elected, and 

committees appointed to secure figures on cost of plant and lighting system. After considerable 

discussion at the meeting of the village board last Thursday evening the application of Messrs. Teske & 



Zierke for an electric light and power franchise was granted by a vote of 4 to 3. Saturday evening a 

meeting was held in Turner hall by businessmen of the city to take preliminary steps toward organizing a 

stock company to erect an electric light and power system. Not much was done on this evening except a 

general discussion of the subject and the appointment of a committee to figure on the cost of a suitable 

plant, the cost of operating same and the probable income for the first year, after which an 

adjournment was taken until Monday evening. At the meeting Monday evening Messrs. J.E. Leimer, H.K. 

Priest and J.E. Hennig, who had been appointed as a committee to furnish estimates on cost of installing 

plant and operating same, and the income to be derived therefrom, reported that as near as they could 

ascertain it would cost about $6,000 to put in a plant capable of furnishing 1,000 16-candle power 

incandescent lights, fitted up ready to run either by steam or water power. A paper had been circulated 

among the merchants to see how many lights they would take, which together with fifty residences 

which they estimated they could secure an average of one dollar per month for each residence, would 

make the income enough so a dividend of five per cent could be paid at the end of the first year and a 

balance left in the treasury. A subscription paper was opened and $4,800 worth of stock subscribed for 

in about ten minutes, after which the meeting adjourned until Tuesday evening. Tuesday evening the 

committee reported that 300 shares of stock had been subscribed for, which at $25 per share would 

make $7,500, and it was voted to make the capital stock of the company that amount. Officers were 

then elected as follows: President, E.D. Morse; vice president, J.E. Hennig; secretary, H.L. Straight; 

treasurer, J.E. Leimer. The following board of directors were elected: H.K. Priest, G. Teske, G.A. Krueger, 

W.F. Luedtke, O.H. Lichtenberg and E.A. Zierke. (Names most obviously missing Yahr, Gottlieb Luedtke, 

August Swanke, Mueller) The company was given the name of the Citizens’ Electric Light & Power 

Company of Princeton, Wisconsin. Articles of incorporation were signed, a building committee and a 

committee on by-laws appointed and an adjournment taken until Monday evening, Dec. 2. 

Nov. 28, 1901 – The Electrical World and Engineer reports San Francisco leads major U.S. cities with a 

telephone for every 16 inhabitants. Boston was second, 1 for every 24. In Berlin, rate is 1 for every 30 

inhabitants. Princeton has 72 names on its local exchange list with a population of 1200, or 1 to every 16 

and a fraction inhabitants, which according to the above figures puts Princeton in the lead of San 

Francisco, so the fraction is a trifle less than in that place. 

Dec. 5, 1901 – Wm. Whittemore has rented the west room of the new bank building and will move in 

sometime in January. 

Dec. 5, 1901 – At the meeting of the stockholders of the electric light company Monday evening a 

committee was appointed to let the contract for the erection of a building and to purchase machinery. 

Two carloads of poles to string the wires on have already arrived and work will be rushed as much as 

possible. W.B. Voth has been engaged to supervise the construction of the system and to run the plant 

after completed. 

Dec. 5, 1901 – Ex-Governor D.H Waite, of Colorado, died at Aspen, Colorado, Wednesday morning of last 

week. 

Dec. 5, 1901 – The declamatory contest which was held in Turner Hall Tuesday evening was well 

attended, nearly every seat in the hall being occupied, showing that the residents of this village take a 

great interest in events of this kind and wish to encourage the scholars in their studies as much as 

possible. Ten members of the public school took part in the contest and all did exceedingly well 

considering the short time which had for preparation. The declamations were interspersed by musical 



selections, vocal and instrumental, which served to break the monotony and were greatly appreciated 

by the audience. The contestants had selected Messrs. H.L. Straight, Don Frank and Frank Tucker as 

judges, who as the close of the program decided that Miss Laura Rich was entitled to first prize, Miss 

Jennie Lichtenberg second prize and Miss Luella Megow honorary mention. Principal Gen. V. Kelley had 

offered a prize of two books entitled “Oratory and Debate” to the winners of first and second places and 

after the decision of the judges presented them to the winners with a few appropriate remarks. 

Dec. 12, 1901 – Emil Klawitter has sold his saloon on the west side to George Cassler and Joe Swederski 

Dec. 12, 1901 – A crew of men is at work setting electric light poles. About forty have already been put 

in place. 

Dec. 12, 1901 -  G.A. Weinkauf wants to close out jewelry business. 

Dec. 12, 1901 – Long preview of declamatory contest. “If weather is favorable a fair sized delegation will 

go from here to cheer to cheer “Our Laura” to victory. A few good songs are prepared and also yells and 

when we go to Kingston we’ll make them feel that we have patriotism to spare in Princeton. … We 

understand that the contestants are all very well armed with declamatory “airs” but with the excellent 

showing Miss Rich made in the home contest we are sure that she will speak in the Kingston contest 

with credit to Princeton and Green Lake County. Her delivery is natural and forcible and her demeanor 

throughout her whole rendition is striking and impressive. She presents a dignified and easy appearance 

and has much of the confidence of the stage that belongs to older speakers. Supt. Hunt is doing all that 

is in his power to make the contest a success, and he deserves much credit for promulgating a scheme 

that will ultimately work much good in the schools of the county. He will present the winner with a set 

of encyclopedias. 

Dec. 19, 1901 – Wm. Schade has moved his family into the rooms in the second story of his new store 

building and has opened a saloon in the east room on the ground floor. The west room will be occupied 

by G.A. Weinkauf with his stock of hardware and jewelry. 

Dec. 19, 1901 – Glanders illness among horses 

Dec. 19, 1901 – Last Friday at about 2 o’clock a delegation of 35 started for Kingston to take in the 

county declamatory contest. We all go there about 5 o’clock, and most of us took up quarters at the 

hotel. We indulged in a number of our well prepared songs and yells, and after eating supper got ready 

to go to the hall. … People began to assemble in large numbers an hour before the contest began. Yells 

were indulged in by all the delegations. Princeton eclipsed them all on songs and yells. Our songs were 

well taken by the audience. When our Laura walked to the platform a roar of applause came from our 

delegation and we yelled and sang for about ten minutes.  … The last speaker, “Our Laura,” at once 

captured the attention of everyone in the room. Quietness reigned throughout. Her gestures and 

interpretation were ahead of any of her competitors and her demeanor throughout was excellent. 

When she took her seat she was greeted with an applause that seemed to raise the roof from the 

building. When the markings of the judges were summed up it was found that Princeton and Dartford 

were tied for first place. Marquette took second and Kingston third place. Another contest will have to 

be held to decide who is entitled to first place. 

Dec. 19, 1901 – Princeton State Bank report 



Dec. 26, 1901 – The main altar for St. John’s Catholic Church, which was ordered about seven months 

ago, was put in place the fore part of the week under the supervision of A. Hoehner. It is thirty-two feet 

high, with thirty-two onyx columns, is finished in cream and gold and the prominent parts burnished and 

gilded. Two side altars are to be put in in the course of a few weeks and the entire church is to be 

decorated to correspond with the altars. The general outline of the altars was suggested by the pastor, 

Rev. S. Wozny, whose ideas were carried out with the exception of a few changes suggested by the 

contractor, E. Hackner, of La Crosse, manufacturer of statuary and church furniture. It is a masterpiece 

of work and when completed will cost in the neighborhood of $2,000, which with the interior 

decorations contemplated will add a finish to this mammoth edifice which would do credit to any similar 

structure in the state. 

1902 

January 2, 1902 – Jesse Eggleston has opened a grocery and candy store in the Megow building vacated 

by John Shew last year. Next door west of Nickodem Bros. 

January 2, 1902 – The First National Bank commenced business Thursday, Jan 2. 

January 16, 1902 – The electric light company has met with considerable delay in securing their 

machiney and it will probably be the first of March before they commence furnishing lights. The building 

is about completed, wires are strung and a good many of the buildings have been wire on the inside. 

January 16, 1902 – Mr. and Mrs. Otis Warren, of Juneau, accompanied by Miss Edith Long, started for 

Florida last Thursday, when they will spend the rest of the winter. 

January 16, 1902 – Emil Klawitter and George Cassler have purchased the ice house of Murach Brothers 

and are filling it with ice this week. A channel has been cut from opposite Warnke’s park to the ice house 

below the mill and the ice is floated down. It is about 12 inches thick and of a fine grade. 

Jan. 16, 1902 – The old depot is being torn down this week so as to vacate the street in which it was 

built. The lumber will be shipped out of town. 

Jan. 23, 1902 – Elisha Hall has purchased a 24-foot lot of the H.H Harmon estate, east of the Republic 

office. 

Jan. 23, 1902 – Marriage at St. John’s Anna Hysizk to Andrew Bartol. 

Jan. 23, 1902 – A new industry. J.N. McManus, representing the Hastings Industrial Co. of Chicago, met 

about a hundred of our business men and residents at the village hall Tuesday evening for the purpose 

for the erection of a canning factory at this place. It is proposed to erect a factory that will give 

employment to from 100 to 200 hands, at the same time making a market for the produce raised by 

farmers. Princeton has long been in need of something of this kind and the business men are beginning 

to realize the fact that it is to their interest to embrace the opportunity for securing an institution which 

will give employment to a number of hands, should a favorable one present itself. As to the amount of 

capital havxxx been raised here for xxxxment of an electric light plant and a banking house, xx see no 

reason why we cxxxve a factory of some sort if xxx en ahold of in the right xxxy, which would without 

doubt be of more benefit to the town than either of the former enterprises. No action was taken at the 

meeting Tuesday evening except a committee of three was appointed – Messrs. W.F. Luedtke, G.A. 

Kureger and August Kohnke – to investigate the workings of a canning factory at New Holstein. These 



gentlemen left on yesterday noon’s train and will report the results of their investigation at a meeting of 

farmers and business men to be held at Turner hall tomorrow evening at 7:30 o’clock. There should be a 

good attendance at this meeting to lend encouragement to the project, and it is desired that the 

farmers turn out and attend as the establishment of this factory will be to their interest as much as 

more than anyone else’s. 

Jan. 23, 1902 – Final Declamatory Contest. One of the largest crowds that ever got into Turner hall 

witnessed the contest between Dartford ad Princeton last Friday evening. Seats were reserved for the 

different schools, and songs and yells were indulged in before the program began.  …  The first 

contestant was ‘Our Laura.’ She at once claimed and held the large audience’s attention. She showed 

that she was master of her selection. Her voice was clear and her gestures were natural and easy. She 

showed much power in rendition by the variety she put in the interpretation of the declamation. The 

large and tired audience was held spell-bound throughout her entire rendition and when she had 

finished she was greeted with an applause that was deafening.” … Miss McCray “did very well, but Miss 

Rich’s production was far superior and when the cards were made out it was found that she had three 

straight firsts, scoring about 60 points ahead of Dartford’s contestant.” … After the decision was 

announced pandemonium reigned supreme. Yells and songs were indulged in and the victor was raised 

in her chair on the stage, while her many admirers shouted with xxx and pride over her victory.” Supt. 

Hunt presented the winner with a set of encyclopedias. … It was an event that will long be remembered 

by all in attendance, and the other schools must now enroll Princeton as the winner of the first inter-

graded and high school declamatory contest of the county. Professors from Oshkosh, Milwaukee were 

judges. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – F. E. Clark has moved his law office into pleasant rooms in the new bank building. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – C.D. Price has moved his stock of jewelry to Amherst. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – Wm. Whittemore is now established in the First National Bank building with a line of 

jewelry and sporting goods and has one of the neatest stores to be seen anywhere. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – The electric light company has got a line of electric light fixtures, such as chandeliers, 

side brackets, etc. on exhibition at Dr. H.L. Straight’s office and those who desire anything of this sort 

can call and order samples. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – At the meeting held in Turner hall last Friday evening to consider the proposition of J.M. 

McManus to erect a canning factory at this place, there was a good attendance, showing that the people 

of this vicinity were interested in any enterprise of that sort, but the thing fell flat owing to the people 

lacking confidence in the promoter. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – G.A. Weinkauf moved from Megow’s block and is now located in Wm. Schade’s block 

and will continue with general line of hardware, jewelry, musical instruments, etc. 

Jan. 30, 1902 – A petition has been presented to the post office department at Washington asking for 

the establishment of a rural mail delivery route starting from this office. The route proposed is to go 

south on the Markesan road to near the head of Green Lake, then to the Beyer school house, past Fred 

Page’s place and over to the Dartford road by Haight’s school house, and from there back to the starting 

place. An inspector will be here in a short time to go over the route and applications for the job of 

carrying the mail are being received by Postmaster Tucker. 



Jan. 30, 1902 – The past week W.F. Luedtke has had the room occupied by J.F. Warnke’s grocery store 

painted and calcimated, giving it a neat, fresh appearance. 

Jan. 23 or 30, 1902 – Death and obit of Frank Tucker, young attorney with interesting background. Was 

youngest person to get first grade teaching certificate. Pneumonia. 

Jan. 23 or 30, 1902 – W.J. Lonergn, health officer for town of Princeton: Four families in town of 

Princeton with smallpox. They were quarantined and placarded. Some had been drawing their milk to 

the factory, and they had been to weddings and dances, and it is simply impossible to quarantine all the 

persons who have been exposed.” “There will undoubtedly be many cases in this neighborhood as the 

disease has got a good foothold.” 

Health officer Dr. G. Wendlandt urges smallpox vaccinations for all school children: “The loathesome 

disease of smallpox, loathsome as well as dangerous and contagious, has made its appearance in our 

nearest neighborhood, and our village is in the greatest danger of becoming afflicted with it.” School 

board ordered every pupil to get vaccinated within two days. 

Feb. 6 or 13, 1902 – Mail service will be established between here and Marshfield the 24th. The stage 

line between here and Neshkoro will be discontinued the 22nd. 

Feb. 6 or 13, 1902 – There was only one new case of smallpox reported this week, making a total of six 

cases in this neighborhood. They are all in a mild form. … Lower attendance than usual at annual 

masquerade ball. 

Feb. 6 or 13, 1902 – Gustave Krause dies. 

Feb. 13 or 20, 1902 – C.A. Adamson will open law office in rooms recently occupied by Frank E. Tucker. 

Forms partnership with R.F. Hamilton. 

Feb. 13 or 20, 1902 -  August Rochwite has moved his family here from Wautoma and is occupying the 

house recently vacated by C.D. Price. He is now busy at work on the bowling alley which he expects to 

open about March 1st. August Rochwite is erecting a bowling alley in the room in G. Green’s building 

vacated by C.D. Price.  

Feb. 13 or 20, 1902 – Pleasant Valley Rebekah Lodge forms. 

Feb. 13 or Feb. 20, 1902 – The Ideal Band was reorganized Thursday night with the following members: 

G.A. Weinkauf, first cornet; Victor Yahr, second cornet; Albert Rimpler, first clarinet; Gus Siepert, 2nd 

clarinet; Will Lueck, first alto; H.O. Buchholz, 2nd alto; Adolph Krueger, first tenor; Gust Krueger, 2nd 

tenor; Lee Whittemore, slide trombone; H.A. Dumdey, bass; Ed Manthey, bass drum; Carl Lueck, snare 

drum. They held their first practice meeting Monday night and will meet hereafter on Monday and 

Thursday evening of each week at the village hall. This used to be one of the finest bands in the state in 

a town of this size and we are glad to see them reorganize. The band as reorganized is composed of 

members of the old band with the exception of Messrs. W.O. Buchholz, Gus Siepert and Gust Krueger. 

Feb. 20 or 27, 1902 – Frank Kroll and Barney Oelke have opened a grocery store in J. Messing’s building 

recently vacated by Ziebell & Miller. Their new stock of groceries is new and complete. They will also pay 

cash for butter and eggs. 



Feb. 20 or 27, 1902 – The machinery for the electric light company has been received and is being placed 

in the power house this week. There is considerable work to be done yet before it will be in running 

order and it will be tow or three weeks before they will be able to furnish lights. 

Feb. 20 or 27, 1902 – State school funds distributed $12,547.72 in Green Lake County. Town of 

Princeton $,1087.56; village, $889.02; St. Marie, $551.91. 

Feb. 20 or 27, 1902 – Mail service was commenced Monday between here and Marshfield on the 

Northwestern road. The clerk has been taken off the morning and evening trains and laced on the noon 

trains, which leaves us without any local service morning or evening, which we have been accustomed 

to for a good many years.  

March 6, 1902 – After three years, RW Harmon severs connection with the Republic, leaving the 

business and editorial management of the paper in charge of Geo. V. Kelley, who has been principal of 

the high school here for several months.  … Kelley says he bought a half interest in the Republic and will 

manage and edit the same. “This is a time when on account of the railroad advantages and other 

improvements that Princeton is on the ‘boom’ and as good, loyal citizens we should push things along 

not only here but we should take price in seeing our county come to the front.” Price of paper will be $1 

per year in advance.  … Look at March 1901 are Morse and ? still partners with Kelly in Kelly & Co.? 

March 13, 1902 - First edition of Princeton Star published by Beebe and Clark. 

At least a couple of the March 1902 editions seem to be from 1901 or 1900. 

March 13, 1902?? – Albert Rochwite opened his bowling alley to the public yesterday and enjoyed a 

good run of business the first day. 

March 13, 1902 – Passion Play coming to St. Johns on March 9. Over 4000 feet of moving picture film. 92 

moving and stereopticon views, 22 square feet. Will be presented through the medium of the 

cinematograph, or moving picture machine, which makes it possible for every one to witness a 

remarkable accurate reproduction of this great event, which until recently could only be seen by 

crossing the ocean. There are about 100 pictures shown, and every movement of the hundreds of 

people who take part in the performance is faithfully reproduced. Preliminary to the Passion Play, 

several moving scenes of the village of Ober-Amergau are shown, depicting the thousands of people 

from all parts of the world who visited the famous village in the summer of 1900, the theatre in which 

the play is given, and portraits of the leading actors.  

March 13, 1902 – Eight passed the diploma examination last week. There will be sixteen pass next June. 

March 13, 1902 – School gleanings: Mr. Kelly’s health has been failing him for some time, and at last 

must quit his work. The school board, Mr. Hunt and the teachers of the different departments were 

present Monday to listen to Mr. Kelley’s farewell address. Never before did the school meet so sad a 

mourning. It not only caused a sad feeling throughout the school, but the town felt sad to have Mr. 

Kelley leave the school.  … His brother, James L. Kelley, becomes principal. 

March 13, 1902 – Profile of Fred Schendel with photo. Born in Gemany in 1845. Was a mason for several 

years. 1864 went to Russia to the city of Warshau. Soldier 1866-1868. Fought in Austria. Commissioned 

officer in Switzerland. Came to Princeton in 1870. Started hotel in 1876 and organized the Schuetzen 

Verein. 1895 went to German to the Sedan Feier, received ten medals. Returned in 1896 and had one of 



the village’s largest silver wedding celebrations ever. He organized a veterans group. When Prince Henry 

was recently making his tour through the state Mr. Schendel was nominated as flag bearer for him at 

Milwaukee. On account of their not having a German flag there, the prince announced him as lieutenant 

and bearer of the American flag. Princeton feels proud of the distinction and honor conferred upon our 

Mr. Schendel and he has received daily congratulations from his many friends here and especially from 

the old settlers. 

March 20, 1902 – Miss L.E. Stevens of the State Library association was here Tuesday evening for the 

purpose of establishing a free public library. 

March 20, 1902 – About 900 people assembled at the Polish church Sunday evening to talk in the 

passion play. Walter Kilrain, assisted by an experienced stereopticon and further assisted by Father 

Wozney, who gave a vivid explanation of each picture in Polish, were the three presenters of the 

reproduction of the play Sunday evening. It was an excellent depiction of the scenes about and at Ober-

Amergau, and a great amount of information could be drawn from the way it was presented. It was 

strictly up-to-date and is from the 1900 production. 

March 20, 1902 – Mr. Mentor V. Jopp in charge of Quatermass & Cowling law office here in rooms over 

Princeton State Bank, formerly occupied by F.E. Clark. Cowling moved to Oshkosh last summer. 

March 20, 1902 – Mr. August Rochwite of Wautoma has opened a bowling alley in the Green block. The 

alley has been very popular since its commencement. The boys seem to think it is just the right kind of 

sport, and all take a great interest in it. We hope that soe good competing teams will be organized in the 

near future and that we may successfully cope with some of our neighboring towns. Mr. Rochwite is 

well known in Princeton and needs no introduction. He will do all in his power to please the public and 

make his enterprise a success. 

March 27, 1902 – Editor Herman Megow of the Princeton Zeitung 

March 27, 1902 – Republic hires John A. Huntz of Chilton as foreman of the job and printing department. 

He has supervised the compositing rooms in both English and German papers. 

March 27, 1902 – Mr. Evans, contractor of Chicago, says that they are cutting the timber for ties and 

poles near Westfield and have started to build the road to Princeton. They will use this depot and the 

road will be known as Princeton & Wisconsin River R.R. 

March 27, 1902 – Mr. Seibenhaar, Ed Falbe and Roddy Wise have a great invention. In about two 

months the above-named gentlemen will put one of the best horseshoes that has ever been gotten out 

of a market. They have invented a machine to make a horseshoe the like of which has never been made. 

It is durable, easy on the foot and wears evenly. The gentlemen have been offered thousands of dollars 

for their invention. It is a wonder and we are glad to have such ingenious men in Princeton. 

March 27, 1902 – Mr. Meyer and crew of Appleton have been here the past few weeks perfecting the 

new electric light plant in our city. The new dynamo has a 1200 light capacity or 80 horse power. Water 

will be used to run the dynamo and the engine will be kept for reserve force. The switch board is a 

beautiful thing and is set on a white marble board. The plant is located on the west side of the Fox River 

in a building 20 by 32. It has a beautiful site. Meyer & Co. are hustlers and they will put in a great many 



more lights before they leave the city. Mr. Meyer turned on the lights in our city for the first time at 5:30 

o’clock last evening. 

March 27, 1902 – Piece on 3rd Wisconsin Light Artillery during Civil War. Capt. L.H. Drury, then editor of a 

Berlin newspaper, was at battle of Chicamauga with local unit. Monuments include cannon-form carved 

stone resting on a pedestal of marble, erected to the memory of the 3rd Wisconsin Light Artillery. 

Minnie-ball passed through his body. “When Beauregard and company fired on Fort Sumter, Drury 

concluded to give up the typographical business and follow pursuits more topographical and at once 

went to work drumming up recruits for the war and late in the fall he succeeded in organizing the 3rd 

Battery of Wisconsin Light Artillery. Participated in many battles from Louisville to Atlanta. After being 

wounded in 1863 he returned to Madison to recruit for his battery and found his former correspondent 

(H = Harroun?) On march to Atlanta, we several times noticed our captain as staff officer to one of our 

generals. After Atlanta, he was commissioned major of the 1st Wisconsin Heavy Artillery stationed in 

Alexandria, Virginia. Silsby Stevens was member of the battery. “Among other things that Stevens 

witnessed was the way the major disposed of the suttler who charged the boys with exorbitant prices 

and the cheapness of a string of fish he took from one Erastus Ward, who resided in the east part of the 

town of Princeton before the war and since, while Drury was custodian of U.S. Custom House at 

Chicago.  

March 27, 1902 – Theo Dreblow from Markesan is digging the basement and has plans for a pretty 

structure 24 by 40 in the Parson’s addition. Mr. J. Dreblow is doing the mason work. He hails from 

Marquette. Story lists other homes in southeast part of village. 

March 27, 1902 – Profile of Frank S. Merrill with photo. Born 1842. Came to Princeton at age 10 with 

parents. When Civil War broke out, he was 19, enlisted in Co. I Reg. 16. Served three years, 11 months. 

Moved to town in 1872. Former partnership with P.W. Jackson in livery business. Bought out Jackson in 

1882. Former partnership with son, Lute, Merrill & Son, in 1891. Sheriff 1888-1890. Also constable and 

undersheriff. Son elected sheriff in 1898. 

March 27, 1902 – Congressman Davidson presents bill to make it a misdemeanor, punishable by fine of 

$500 or imprisonment up to one year, for  

desecrating the American flag. Don’t want flag used for advertising purposes. 

March 27, 1902 – About 500 electric lights are now in operation in our city. Electric light is now the 

important topic of conversation on the streets. They are working all OK. 

March 27, 1902 – Gustave Teske, Edwin Yahr and Walter Hoyer attend school at Watertown. 

March 27, 1902 – Mrs. P.B. Whitman and Mrs. Eugene Thomas, of Berlin, visited at M. Bartel’s. Mrs. 

Whiitman formerly lived in Princeton and is acquainted with a great many of our young men and 

women. They have both married well-to-do business men. 

March 27, 1902 – Messrs. Jerome Morse and Richard Ellinger and Miss Luella Megow received their 

certificates from Supt. Hunt. All are too young to teach and will continue their school work until 

completing the high school. 



March 27, 1902 – The Editor enjoyed a ride in Rev. Wozny’s new automobile last Monday. The machine 

is a beauty ad is quite a curiosity here, it being the first one in town. Rev. Wozny is a man that keeps 

abreast of the times and is a great student of mechanics and science. 

March 27, 1902 – The 10-year-old daughter of Frank Novak, who lives about three miles out of town, 

was buried here Saturday. 

April 3, 1902 – Gustav A. Krueger profile with photo. Born in Germany 1852. Came to US in 1870. 

Worked in Philadelphia for some time. Shawano County for about two years, then Oshkosh businessman 

for about seven years. Came to Princeton 24 years ago (1878). Butcher. Also buys and sells hides and 

pelts. Has a farm for miles from town and raises great deal of stock. “In short he is a self-made man who 

has produced for himself, by his grit and business spirit, a name, business and reputation which makes 

us all proud to claim him.” 

April 3, 1902 – The prizes won at the bowling alley for the best record the past week were first price, 

score 195, Roy Harmon; second Geo. Sarau, 182; third, Carl Worm, 177. 

April 3, 1902 – Ed Harroune is the only Republican elected in village election. Justice of the Peace. “The 

election Tuesday showed that the people of this -word missing – village? – are strongly in favor of 

electric lights in the streets and there is no question that the board will take immediate action in that 

direction. 

April 3, 1902 – At the meeting of the school last Wednesday afternoon, it was decided that a paper 

should be established and run by the school. Richard Ellinger was chosen editor-in-chief and Jerome 

Morse business manager. The first issues of the paper will come out the first week of school.  

April 10, 1902 – “Hotel accommodations are excellent, there being two that send buses to the depot to 

meet the trains – the American House in charge of H.K. Priest and the DeWitt House in charge of D.W. 

Eggleston. The Princeton House and Schnendel’s hotel do not cater so much to the traveling public, yet 

they have a large list of steady boarders.” 7 doctors, 3 dentists, four lawyers, 3 barbers, 2 drug stores, a 

number of general stores, two harness shops, mills, lumber establishments and warehouses – in fact, all 

lines of business are represented here and all thriving and prosperous. 

April 10, 1902 – The First National Bank is being nicely decorated and some beautiful figures are carved 

in the pillars. R.P. Clark of Milwaukee is doing the work. 

April 10, 1902 – Henry Dehde will move his family to Princeton next week and will occupy the large 

residence owned by F.T. Yahr of Milwaukee. 

April 10, 1902 – Miss Laura Rich appeared in the Midsummer Night’s Dream put on at Ripon last night. 

April 10, 1902 – The electric power house is nearly completed and is a substantial and pretty brick 

building. 

April 10, 1902 – Oscar Lichtenberg top of his class at pharmacy school. 

April 10, 1902 – The city firemen have purchased a new flag. It is a, with gold letters three inches long 

and a twelve-inch eagle on top of the pole. It will be an appropriate emblem for their picnics and street 

marches. Mr. Gard Green donated ten dollars toward it. Mr. Frank Borsack is chief of the department. 



April 17, 1902 – Profile of Rev. Hoyer – need to rescan 

April 17, 1902 – Marriage license granted to Ignatz Bartol of Princeton and Mary Duzinske of Brooklyn. 

April 17, 1902 – The ladies are taking an interest in bowling and it looks as though two or three ladies’ 

clubs would be found soon. Tuesday evening several of our young ladies bowled a large score. Some of 

them securing several strikes. 

April 17, 1902 – Wautoma came, they saw and were conquered. About ten people came down from 

Wautoma on the noon train Tuesday to engage in a bowling contest with our local team. … The alley 

was crowed and he crowd was interested and enthusiastic. The team of Weinkauf, Sarau, Zwerg, 

Rochwite and Worm rolled games of 642-765-734 vs. 559-682-659. In the three games our boys were 

240 points ahead. All of them did well, but our popular jewelryman and leader of our orchestra, G.A. 

Weinkaupf deserves special mention for the excellent score he made (142-169-166) 

April 17, 1902 – Last week two young boys by the name of Bartol and Masolowski tried to ride two colts 

with nothing but halters on. The colts started for the woods. Masolowiski jumped off his colt, and when 

the colt reached the wood Bartol fell off and was hit by the colt’s hoofs in the face and back. He was 

badly hurt. 

April 17, 1902 – The first issue of the school paper, the Red and White, has appeared. …  The school and 

business men of the town are giving it strong support. … No one thing will do more for our young people 

than giving them a chance to express their ideas through the medium. … Princeton will in a short time 

have one of the best high schools in the state.  

April 17, 1902 – The formal opening of navigation on the Fox River for 1902, on April 10, beats all 

records for 20 years except 1897. (also April 10) 

April 24, 1902 (still Kelley & Company): Profile of Frank Borsack. Born Green Lake Township 1858. In 

1876 worked for August Swanke for six years. Worked for G. Luedtke for 10 years. Ten years ago went 

into business here in general repairing and wagon making. With fire department from beginning; captain 

for seven years. 

April 24, 1902 – Carl Bartol was trout fishing last week. 

April 24, 1902 – Theo. Dreblow of Markesan will soon go into business here. His specialty is paper 

painting and graining. He has been In the business 12 years and learned his trade in Nebraska. 

 

April 24, 1902 – The boys are preparing to organize a base ball team. This team will undoubtedly be one 

of the strongest in this part of the country. We have some excellent players in our midst, and all they 

need is practice. Victor Yahr is going among the boys and stirring them up to action, Victor is a good 

player and just the fellow that can organize the team. … Those who will go in for places on the team are 

Victor Yahr, Otto Rimpler, Gust Hennig, Gust Seipert, Herman Giese, Emil Hennig, James Kelley, Jule 

Hennig, Ernest Schaal and Elmer Chilcote. 

April 24, 1902 – Potatoes are king: The potato crop has been paying very well in the past, and we predict 

that it will be one of the best crops the farmers can raise this year. Our soil is the right mixture here to 

produce a large acreage of potatoes, and every farmer should plant from ten to twenty acres of them 



this year. Mr. E.D. Morse will erect one of the largest warehouses in the Northwest and then will 

establish a good and stable market for potatoes all winter. 

April 24, 1902 – Bishop comes to 40-hours devotion. 

May 1, 1902 – Victor Yahr made the highest score yet made on Rochwite’s alley yesterday. He scored 

235. 

May 1, 1902 – Profile of HL Straight, who intends to leave town for Milwaukee (one son in medical 

college there and another working as a machinist; daughter in high school and another in primary 

school) after 18 years here. “Dr. Straight is always in for the growth and social and business 

advancement of our city. He is secretary of the Electric Light Co. and has done much toward making 

electric lights in our city possible. He is a member of our board of education and the work done by him 

will long be remembered by our citizens and especially by the writer. He is one of the old standby of his 

party and in that direction is true to the care. Money or promises of office cannot affect him.  … Mr. and 

Mrs. Straight and the younger daughter start next week on trip through New York by the way of Niagara 

Falls and visit relatives in Pennsylvania. They then will journey through Minnesota and Dakota and spend 

time at Yellowstone Park. “About Sept. 1 they will take up residence in Milwaukee. He has part interest 

in a dental supply house and will from then on be one of the conductors of that business. … He 

endeared himself to young and old while here and he was always ready to help business and social 

enterprises. In his business dealings he was upright and honest. He is a skilled dentist and had an 

enormous trade.  … His leaving us casts a dark gloom over the city, which he has always fought for and 

praised. Everybody is sorry to lose him.” 

May 1, 1902 – Wm. Luedtke Jr. was one of the two highest in the six-men tournament bowling contest 

in Milwaukee last Tuesday. Mr. Luedtke is one of the best bowlers in the west. 

May 1, 1902 – Messers. Oelke & Kroll have opened a meat market on the West side. 

May 1, 1902 – The athletic sports of our city met last Monday evening and organized for the coming 

season’s baseball. A great deal of enthusiasm was expressed at the meeting. Geo. Sarau was elected 

manager of the team. It was a good choice and Mr. Sarau will endeavor to make an excellent schedule 

for the season’s games. J.F. Hennig Jr. was chose captain of the team. … Herman Giese was elected 

treasurer. Mr. Giese is better known in the baseball circles as “Buzz.” … The people of the city should 

give the boys their support. 

May 1, 1902 – The board of trustees of our city was called to order last evening at 8 c’clock by President 

Luedtke. Michael Berger elected policeman, Wm. Bethke street commissioner, J.E. Hennig fire warden, 

M.V. Jopp city attorney. A petition with 134 signatures favoring electric lights was brought before the 

board. Speeches favoring street lighting were made by F.E. Clark, J.E. Leimer, A.E. Zeibell, Chas. Ellinger, 

G.A. Krueger and O.H. Lichtenberg. The final vote was 5-1 in favor of electricity. 

May 8, 1902 – Those who went to Plymouth to work in a gravel pit included Wm. Nowak, Andrew Bartol. 

May 8, 1902 – Who are H.A Long and family of Juneau 

May 8, 1902 – Tailor’s name is Charles Kinkel. 

May 8, 1902 – Dora Piper has freshest and fanciest candies. 



May 8, 1902 – Princeton has just cause to feel jubilant and also proud of their contestant in the state 

declamatory contest last Friday evening. It was one of the strongest contests ever held in the state, 

every one of the contestants being strongly armed for the occasion. President Halsey of the normal 

school presided. … Laura (Rich) is younger than the average speaker of the evening, and the school she 

represents is just budding into a high school. It was marvelous to see how the older high schools with 

their 500 and 600 students had to give way to the little giant – Princeton. … Nine contestants – 6 girls, 3 

boys. Laura places second. “A large percentage of the audience had our Laura marked first place, but we 

are thoroughly satisfied with the decision of the judges for it was a hard matter to decide, since all of the 

contestants were so strong.  …  Miss Rich has a fine career ahead of her, and the people of Princeton will 

watch her progress with great interest. As an interpreter she has few superiors. The Republic wishes to 

extend to Miss Rich its sincere thanks for the honor she has brought to the school and our city. It was a 

grand victory and we are proud of our fair contestant. Miss Rich will be the alternate orator in the 

Madison test on May 22. 

May 15, 1902 – Profile of school board. State Supt Harvey in a letter to the editor said, “I congratulate 

you and the people of Princeton on electing a school board that shows so much interest in your school. 

They are doing an excellent thing for Princeton.” Members are Straight, director; Gustav Teske, clerk; 

and Washington Whittemore, treasurer. Teske born 1840 in Germany. Farmer. Came to US in 1856 and 

settled near Princeton with his mother. He bought a farm in 1861 and moved to Princeton in 1866 and 

engaged in the mercantile business. Sons are Edward, in business here; Frank, salesman; Eveline, who 

died; and Gustav, student at Watertown college. Remarried in 1884 after wife died and have three kids 

attending German and public school. County treasurer for eight years. Village president. Town treasurer, 

supervisor and county board chairman. Holds stock in Citizens Electric Light & Power plant, also director 

and vice president of Princeton State Bank. Elected clerk in 1899. (longer than that?). Also German 

school trustee. Whittemore born 1847 in New York. Was teacher at age 18. Attended commercial 

college in Janesville in 1873. Bought farm 2.5 miles east of city in 1875 and remained there until 1890 

when he moved to Princeton and opened a real estate and insurance business. In 1872 he married Etta 

Meyer (Myer?). Justice of peace for many years. Was elected treasurer in 1898 to fill vacancy caused by 

death of H.H. Harmon; reelected in 1900. 

May 15, 1902 – Sam Kohnke is hauling stone for the new bowling alley. May 29 – Maulick and Klawitter’s 

new alley arrived today. 

May 15, 1902 - August Rochwite, who started a bowling alley here three months ago, has sold his old 

alley and bought a new double Brunswick. He states that it will be ready in three weeks. 

May 15, 1902 – G. Krueger, an old soldier, received a stroke of paralysis some three weeks ago and was 

taken to the Soldiers Home at Waupaca yesterday. 

May 15, 1902 – Miss Laura Rich, who won the declamatory contest at Oshkosh, went to Ripon 

yesterday. She will take elocution training from Mrs. Saunderson during the summer. 

May 22, 1902 – F. Hiller is Wm. J. Yahr’s undertaker and embalmer. Worked for almost 20 years in 

Oshkosh. 

May 22, 1902 – Electrical storm. Lightning strikes 3 places. American House cupola was splintered. “And 

had it not been for the connection of the house with electric light wire, which caught the current of 



electricity and conducted the bolt to the ground, in all probability the building would have been 

destroyed by fire. As it was, only slight damage was incurred. 

May 22, 1902 – Neshkoro vs. Princeton next Sunday at Dumdey’s Park. Two new men have come to live 

in our city that will make up the battery. Jim Brett, one of the star players of the Fort Atkinson team two 

years ago, will pitch, and Horace Sommerer, of Jefferson, who has won victories for that team, will be 

behind the bat. 

May 22, 1902 – Our city firemen, 55 in number, gave a picnic in Warnke’s Grove last Monday. 

May 29, 1902 – Gene Smith has purchased a residence on Short Street of R. Miller. Mr. Smith will move 

the house on his lot on Howard Street. 

May 29, 1902 – Misses Gusta Borchert, Ella Kerst, Clara Zellmer, Martha Weinke, Bernice Forman, 

Martha Laboy, Annie Yiebat, Sophie Barthol and Matilda Wallnaar left for Dartford Tuesday. They will 

work at Green Lake during the summer. 

June 5, 1902 – Hurrah for Princeton. Princeton is over jubilant at the most exciting showing our Laura 

Rich made in the state contest at Madison last Friday. It will be remembered that Miss Rich has been 

winning contests for the last five or six months, and about one month ago she was winner in the contest 

at Oshkosh, but to have one of our students win at Madison in the great state contest makes us swell 

with pride for our county, our city, our school and our girl. The program of the Madison contest was a 

long one, have twenty numbers on it. Unfortunately for Miss Rich she was placed last on the program 

and had to wait 3 ½ hours for her turn. In spite of this disadvantage she picked up courage and spoke 

the “Death Bridge of the Tay” in a manner that caused the tired audience to listen in breathless silence 

in her wonderful powers in rendition. Never before did she speak so well and never before was that 

Madison multitude stirred to such a height of excitement. The large audience was very universal in 

giving her first place, Prof. Laird of the University said to the editor: ‘She is a wonderful girl. Her 

rendition of that selection was something grand, and she deserves the honor the judges conferred upon 

her.” Sparta’s speaker was a very small margin ahead of our girl. Janesville was third and Milwaukee was 

fourth place. … On her return to Princeton “probably one of the largest crowds that ever turned out in 

Princeton were at the depot to cheer. Miss Laura was escorted through the streets where a large crowd 

of her admirers followed in the procession. Songs and yells were indulged in and old Princeton was a sea 

of confusion. Everybody enjoyed it and all are extremely proud of Laura.” Party followed at Smith 

residence. Miss Rich’s many friends presented her with a beautiful gold locket set with jewels nicely 

engraved.  

June 5, 1902 – J.E. Hennig Sr. profile. Born in Germany in 1851. Shoemaker. Came to U.S. in 1867 and 

settled at Crystal Lake. Moved to Green Lake County in 1870s. Work for Teske Brothers in general 

merchandise, then from 1874-81 engaged in shoe making business in Fall Creek. Married Gusta Tapper, 

who then and now has millinery business. Strong advocate of school system and German education. 

Came to Princeton in 1881 – wide variety of businesses, harness maker, grocery store, agent for large 

machine house. Democrat. Several offices. Fought hard for erection of new school and gave speech at 

laying of corner stone. Lutheran choir. Took prominent stand against Bennett law. Now monument and 

headstone business. Noted for his impromptu speeches. Pretty home on Water street. 

June 5, 1902 – J.E. Hennig Jr. has harness shop. 



June 5, 1902 – H. and R. Busse have bought out Otto Rude’s blacksmith shop. 

June 5, 1902 – Wm. Luedtke of Milwaukee, one of the very best bowlers of the West, is here visiting his 

relatives. He and Roy Harmon will start for Washington today, where will establish a bowling club and 

alley. We say success to the boys. They are hustlers. 

June 5, 1902 - Krieger-Verein organization for veterans of the Franco-Prussian War of 1871. 

June 5, 1902 – Commencement preview with mugs. 

June 12, 1902 – The village trustees will have the first game on the new bowling alley. Maulick & 

Klawitter’s new alley is almost completed. It is one of the best alleys in the state outside of Milwaukee. 

June 12, 1902 – A petition of Wm. Schroeder, F.W. Ponto, A.A. Manthey and others for Water street to 

be sprinkled. Added to taxes. 

June 19, 1902 – Graduation exercises. 

June 19, 1902 – For sale: one single regulation bowling alley, complete with balls. Will sell cheap. A. 

Rochwite 

June 19, 1902 – Mike Jezyk obit. Second wife was Polly Bartel in July 1866. Beaver Dam. 

June 26, 1902 – Profile of The Princeton Mills. Ed Teske Sr. and Ed Zierke. Big writeup about mill in latest 

edition of American Miller. The machinery of the original mill consisted of two runs of four-foot stones, 

two eighteen-foot hexagon reels and a smutter. The power was an eighteen-foot over-shot wheel under 

a twenty-foot head, which was used until 1867, when a turbine took its place.  … Flint took in D.M. 

Green as partner, then sold his interest to P. Wicks, who in turn sold to J.C. Weiss. In 1878 D.M. Green & 

Bro. became the owners. They in 1883 remodeled the mill to the full roller system, the work being done 

by E.P. Allis Co. of Milwaukee. In 1893 the firm of Teske and Zierke came into possession of the 

property. Their power, however, beginning to fail, they bought a steam dredge and improved their 

canal, completing the work in 1897, and being rewarded with ample power. Could not keep up with 

demand for flour and custom work, so they bought a 100-barrel plant from a Minneapolis concern, using 

the Barnard & Leas plansifter and other machinery. … The mill now has an easy capacity of one hundred 

barrels daily. On the roller floor are five double stands of rolls, one receiving separator, one steam 

generator and one steamer. On the second floor are two dustless purifiers, one dust collector and one 

flour dresser. On the third floor are one close scourer, one plansifter, one centrifugal reel, and one 

cockle machine. He main building is of stone and 32x40 feet in size. The addition on the south end is a 

frame structure 25x40 feet in size. It contains the feed mill and feed bins. The remodeled mill was 

started November 9, 1899, and has been running on full time ever since.  Only “plansifter” mill in the 

county. Its products are Victory, Golden Rod, Daily Bread and rye flour. Messrs. Teske and Zierke have 

recently made arrangements with a western concern, whereby they will be furnished with the Dakota 

wheats, which will be used for the manufacture of the best patent flour obtainable. … It is mostly 

through the efforts of Mr. Zierke that our city is enjoying the benefits of electric lights. 

June 26, 1902 – One of the greatest wonders of the age was placed in the State Bank this morning. It is a 

machine to keep daily computation. With the pulling of a lever a column of figures 100 feet long can be 

instantly added. If you want to see a wonder, just drop into the State Bank. 



June 26, 1902 – City people help new road. The undersigned, desirous of putting the road between 

Princeton and Markesan in a good condition for traveling, paid to C.W. Salzwedel, as overseer of such 

improvements, certain sums for the purpose of improving the above-named road, as far as the money 

subscribed will reach, commencing at the so-called Herzberg farm and in the direction toward Princeton. 

Signed by 44 businesses. (no August Swanke or Gottlieb Luedtke, village board president) 

June 26, 1902 – The new alley which is running under the management of Maulick & Klawitter is one of 

the best in the state. Our local bowler are pleased with it, and it has had a steady run of eighteen hours 

a day since its commencement. The first game was played by the honorable board of trustees of our 

village, A. Ziebel, Nickodem, Ellinger vs. Zierke, Oelke, Freiheit, the latter group winning. The first strike 

was by Gus Zierke. 

July 3, 1902 – Resolved that all men and teams working ten hours labor on highways and hauling a cubic 

yard of earth at every load be paid $3 per day, provided the using of still bottoms and end boards in 

their boxes. 

July 3, 1902 – Village board orders five additional street lights, so whole number of lights shall be 20. 

Table petition about changing Mechanic Street. 

July 10, 1902 – About fifty voters were present at the annual school meeting Monday evening. The 

question of putting on steel ceilings was carried and they will add much to the beauty of our rooms. 

Speeches were made in favor of organizing a high school and a vote taken on the subject showed that all 

were in favor of organizing a high school. Gustav Teske was elected clerk without opposition. H.E. 

Megow and Henry Dehde were nominated for director in place of Dr. Straight, who we all regret to lose. 

Mr. Megow was the choice of the meeting.  

July 17, 1902 – John Dumdey killed. Horse seemed uncontrollable. Thrown to the ground near the 

Dewey House and dragged for several yards before his head hit an electric light pole.  

July 17, 1902 – The citizens of Princeton have decided to have a 4 yrs. High school course established in 

Princeton the coming year. This is an excellent move, we have a beautiful high school building, an 

excellent corps of teachers, a bright and promising body of students, a school board full of interest for 

our welfare and a community and state that is willing to push the thing along. We are glad that the 

people have taken such a revised interest the past year in school affairs, it shows that our people are 

coming to believe that no educational institution is too good for their children. 

July 17, 1902 – Princeton Club Bowling Alley will be open in ten days. August Rochwite, proprietor 

July 24 1902 – Princeton Bottling Works profile. Oscar Tassler. Building built April 1901. Fireman on 

railroad for 12 years. Has team on the road that delivers at Montello, Germania, Neshkoro and 

Dartmouth, and he furnishes all the pop consumed in this city. Otto Messing is his assistant in the work, 

and with both of these gentleman’s combined efforts with all their talent and revised machinery, they 

are capable of turning out a large quantity of the botted beverage in a day. The factory is located on 

Short street across the road from the high school. It is a neat two-story building, and the way it is run 

reflects great credit on its owner and operator. 

July 24, 1902 – Sunday evening some one let down the electric light opposite Jno. Koeser’s residence on 

Water street. The person who did it is an ignoramus, or is the most heartless individual living, because 



anyone coming in contact with those live wires is liable to instant death. We don’t think we have any 

citizen with so little sense, so we must attribute the act to an outsider. However, in the future, we are 

safe in saying that the Electric Light Co. will pay a good reward to any person who captures such unruly 

and vicious trespassers. 

July 24, 1902 – Last Thursday evening the farmers of this community met and formed an association 

called the Farmers’ Creamery Co. John Schneeberger was chosen chairman, Herman Spooner secretary, 

and Andrew Losinski treasurer. Trustees H. Kehm, J. Drill, T. Nowak; committee to locate site, W. Reinke, 

C. Klingbeil, S. Yitzlenski. They have 65 people now signed for stock in the association. 

July 24, 1902 – G. Schaal gets contract for putting on the steel ceilings in three rooms in the high school. 

July 31, 1902 – First match game on the new Rochwite alley and a very large crowd was out to see it. 

July 31, 1902 – About 2 ½ miles east of this city, near Big Spring, a mine of iron ore has been discovered. 

Specimens from the mine are now undergoing examination by noted chemists. … Pres. N. Peifer of the 

Tecumseh Mine Co. has a move on hand to merge the two companies into one giant mining company. 

July 31, 1902 – Ziebell & Miller, the former cigar firm here, have dissolved partnership. R.H. Miller has 

purchased Mr. Ziebell’s half interest and will now operate the factory under the name R.H. Miller. 

August 7, 1902 – I wish to announce to the people of the surrounding towns who desire high school 

education that the Princeton graded school course will be extended to a high school course the coming 

year. We will be pleased to have you attend and will give you high school advantages at a small cost to 

you. The law allows any person living in a township having no high school the privilege of attending any 

high school in the state and the town in which such person lives is obliged to pay the tuition. As a result 

of this law, you people who are now living out of this district have all the advantages of a high school 

education that the people have who live in it. The only different being that your town pays your tuition 

instead of the individual student. James L. Kelley, principal 

August 7, 1902 – The street lighting in Ripon costs $80 per lamp, Berlin pays $84 and Princeton pays $40. 

August 7, 1902 – Nickodem Bros. – Fred and Charles? 

August 7, 1902 – Dr. R. H. Buckland has formed partnership with our Dr. Travis. 

Aug. 14, 1902 – Senator Morse bought 200 ft. frontage at Green Lake. He will build a beautiful cottage in 

the near future. 

Aug. 14 1902 – A.E. Ziebell is erecting a cigar shop near his residence. It is a neat and well put up building 

and will be ready for work in about ten days when he will commence work. He returned from 

Milwaukee last week where he ordered his machinery and raw products. 

Aug. 14, 1902 – Ken Morgan, of Oakfield, has been hired by the school board as assistant principal at the 

high school. 

Aug. 21, 1902 – Village board assigns committee to negotiate with John S. Pahl to buy a part of his land 

to straighten out Mechanic Street. 

Aug. 21, 1902 – 13 Saloon licenses: Albert Oelke, lots 6-7 west of Fox River; Andrew Drill, lot 3, block C, 

north side of Water; Aug. Luther, lot 4, block C, north side of Water; Frank Fink, e side of lot 4, block C, 



north side of Water; Theo. Bednarek, lot 7, block C, north side of Water; John Radtke, lot 4, block D, 

north side of Water; Fred Schendel, e 20 feet of n 30 feet, lot 4, block D, north side of Water; Fred 

Mittlestaedt, lot 5 (or 3?), block D, west side of Water; Herman Warnke, lot 8, block D, north side of 

Water; Otto Maulick, lot 1, block E, Priest’s building, north side of Water; Gust Klawitter, west side of 

Water, lot 29, south side of Water Street; Louis Musolf, water lot 26, south side of Water; Wm. Schade,, 

east side of Water, lot 24, south side of Water. … Frank Mueller and Otto Lichtenberg & Co. apply for 

pharmacist permits. $166.66 each. 

Aug. 21, 1902 – Who is Mrs. W.W. Whittemore? Returned with Miss Edith Long from two weeks’ visit in 

Ogdensburg. 

Aug. 21, 1902 – Wm. Ponto has sold his saloon building to Rudolph Prischke of town Marquette. 

Consideration $3,300. 

Aug. 21, 1902 – There will be an examination given in the high school here Aug. 28 by Supt. Harvey to 

determine if the required number of students can pass the high school examination. 

Aug. 28, 1902 – Martin Wicks has nearly completed his new alley. He has five courses – two will be 

moved to another city. His alleys are No. 1 and he has received assurances of big patronage. 

Sept. 4, 1902 – Our school. Passed the State Examination. Our young people did nobly in the state 

examination last week. Even though it was after three months’ vacation, they all got on their thinking 

caps and made an excellent record in the examination. The school board was in attendance during most 

of the examination and their interest in the work was a great stimulus to the high school. Asst. State 

Superintendent said to the editor: “you have one of the most enthusiastic and best working school 

boards of the state.” Everybody should give this new enterprise their best support. 1. It will be a 

financial gain to the district. 2. It will bring people and business to our city. 3. It gives you a chance to 

give that boy or girl an education, one of the grandest accomplishments that you can give them. Parents 

see that it your children that get the benefit of education. This is an age of progress and unless you 

educate your children, they will be the servants of the coming generation. Any boy or girl now has the 

privilege of attending this school without one cent cost. … Our school will not draw about $500 state aid 

and all children and come here free of charge. 

Sept. 11, 1902 – Village officials tell bowling alleys to close at 10 p.m. Street commissioner removing all 

the old street lamps except those at the church, village hall and jail. Police should have only two street 

lamps burning during the night – one at the village hall and one at the jail. 4-3 against Mechanic Street 

action.  

Sept. 11, 1902 – School opened with big prospects. 46 in upper department. … The high school of 

Princeton opened Monday with 47 students in the upper department. 

Sept. 11, 1902 – Frank Barthol made us a pleasant call Saturday. 

Sept. 11, 1902 – Gust Weinkauf, our popular jeweler who is known in base ball circles as Gloomy Gust. 

Sept. 11, 1902 – Wm. Luedtke dead. Heart failure. 54. Born in Germany. Obit on Sept. 18.  W.O. Luedtke, 

popular member of the Thornton bowling team and the champion ten-pin roller of Wisconsin, left Butte 

Thursday night hastily in response to a telegram which conveyed the information of his father’s death. 



Sept. 18, 1902 – Mrs J. W. Bland dead. Jane Parsons. Married C. Stiles in 1847 and came to Princeton in 

1849. Mr. Stiles was killed in the second battle at Fair Oaks with Vol. Co. C, 19th Wisconsin. 

Sept. 25, 1902 – John Koeser is putting a glass front in his furniture store. 

Sept. 25, 1902 – The contract for building the new potatoes warehouse was let to Schew & Craw 

Monday. 

Sept. 25, 1902 – One of the best times that was ever offered in Princeton will be had by all who attend 

“Der Deutcher Tag” here on Monday, October 6th. Celebrate anniversary of the landing of the first 

German colony in America. Committees appointed in 12 communities to promote it there. “The city will 

be beautifully decorated, excellent speakers will deliver orations in German, English and Polish. 

Elaborate refreshments, excellent music by two or three bands, a bid dance in the evening. Arrival of 

immigrants at dock on Washington Street and jubilant reception of them by Indians. 

Oct. 2, 1902 – Piece on the Russian Jew 

Oct. 9, 1902 – Village board authorizes repairs to dock on Fox River near Congregational Church, 

Oct. 9, 1902 – It would take four sheets of paper to describe the good time all had on Der Deutsche Tag. 

… Three large and beautiful arches were suspended across Water Street. In the evening these arches 

were lit with electricity, which made a beautiful spectacle. Residences and business places were 

decorated with German signs and American and German colors. Indeed, we dare say Princeton never 

before wore such a tasty and beautiful suit.  …  Princeton band marched to depot to meet Oshkosh 

Menerchor, at 1:30 the Emmigrants sailed down the river in Capt. Caldwell’s barge. People crowded the 

streets for a block away to see them land. … emigrants “attracted much attention by their funny antics, 

their costumes were fine and all of their depictions of old German style and life was excellent. … The 

young German soldiers, under the leadership of Capt. Messing, made an excellent showing. They were in 

uniforms and their drills showed excellent and careful preparation.  … President of the Day J.E. Hennig. 

… Monday was a big day. It was to celebrate the landing of the Germans in America. Germans who are 

proud of their fatherland, still prouder of America, and make true and loyal citizens and staunch 

supporters of the Stars and Stripes. We hope for many returns of this day. 

Oct. 9, 1902 – One of the best new business moves advocated by our citizens for some time is the new 

overall factory. At a meeting Tuesday evening about 125 shares were signed and yesterday the 

committee was able to double that. Every citizen should do all in his power to bring this plant to 

Princeton which will certainly add to Princeton’s enterprising business field. Let us work together on 

this. 

Oct. 16, 1902 -   O.R. Luedtke has purchased the interests in the Luedtke & Son establishment. Has been 

partner in business for past 12 years. Educated in Princeton and graduated from Milwaukee Business 

College. “he will enlarge his stock and make his store the headquarters for up-to-date goods and 

clothing.” 

Oct. 16, 1902 – Arbitrators in village-town matters are Messrs. Walker of Berlin, N. Smith of Markesan 

and N. Taylor of Dartford. 

Oct. 16, 1902 – The Eggleston site on the west side of the river has been selected as the place to locate 

the new overall factory. Contracts will be let in the very near future. 



Oct. 23, 1902 – Senator Morse building potato warehouse near his office on Main Street, near 

Mechanic. The farmers take very kindly to the new project, and Princeton will have a first-class potato 

market this winter. 

Oct. 23, 1902 – Emil Weckwerth of Mecan will build residence here and move to our city in a month. He 

will operate the cooper shop for Leimer & Co. 

Oct. 23, 1902 – Amendment changing state superintendent of schools office on Nov. ballot. 

Oct. 23, 1902 – The east bound early freight was almost completely wrecked this morning. About four 

miles east of this city in the marsh, the track seemed to subside and four cars were entirely demolished. 

The passengers were transferred and accommodation trains carried them to their destination. 

Oct. 23, 1902 – Frank Manthey, chimney sweep 

Oct. 30, 1902 – Father Phelan of Neshkoro took charge of the Catholic church on the west side. 

Oct. 30, 1902 – Drs. Giese and Adait have formed a new dental firm and are located one door east of the 

Turner Hall. Adsit has practice in Westfield. 

Oct. 30, 1902 – Theo Dreblow erecting his new residence. 

Nov. 6, 1902 – Mrs. Dr. Racek has the distinction of being the first lady that voted at a general election in 

Princeton. She cast her vote at 3 o’clock p.m. 

Nov. 6, 1902 – Tuesday was a day of republicanism in general, while several of our counties went 

democratic, yet the great victory of the state is almost entirely enjoyed by the republicans. La Follette 

re-elected. School super is Walter Hunt. JH Davidson elected to Congress for fourth time. 

Nov. 6, 1902 – The team of Wm. Wyse made a speedy run down Main street Saturday. They were 

frightened by the automobile.  

Nov. 6, 1902 – Overall factory is looking to hire 50 women. Princeton Shirt & Overall Co. 

 

Nov. 13, 1902 – Hook and ladder wagon changed from two to four wheels. 

Nov. 13, 1902 – Ordinance sets village “fire limits” and prohibits buildings that are not fire-proof from 

being built there, except water lots 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 20, Block C.  No building shall be deemed 

fireproof with the mean of this ordinance unless the wall thereof be constructed of stone, brick or other 

fireproof material at least eight inches thick and more. 

Nov. 13, 1902 – We are glad to tell our readers that Rev. Wozny, who was injured in a car at Fond du Lac 

is speedily recovering. 

Nov. 13, 1902 – Whittemore & Son have received a new Columbia graphaphone. 

Nov. 13, 1902 – Fair store dissolving. Picus Bros. 

Nov. 13, 1902 – Mad dogs are running about town. Several have been shot and it would seem wise for 

public safety sake to kill any dog which shows any sign of the prevalent contagion. 



Nov. 20, 1902 – Princeton has had a large amount of building activity this season. A number of beautiful 

and substantial dwellings have been erected, a large overall factory is nearly completed, two large 

potato warehouses have been constructed, and an electric light plant installed, and everything would 

indicate that there is prevalent here that growing and healthy aspect this is so becoming to a thriving 

and prosperous city. Let the good work go. Energy, business tact and good judgment rightly directed can 

accomplish great things. 

Nov. 20, 1902 – Mike Gesse of the Princeton brewery has purchased a flock of carrier pigeons. They are 

beauties and quite a curiosity in these parts. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – Princeton Overall & Shirt Manufacturing Company elects officers: H.K. Priest, president; 

Henry Dahde, vice president; Geo. V. Kelly, secretary; J.E. Leimer, treasurer. The following were elected 

board of directors: W.J. Mesick, Gust Teske, G.J. Krueger, O.H. Lictenberg and A. Drill. Over 60 

stockholders. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – Princeton is the best market for poultry. A.A. Manthey shipped a carload of dressed 

poultry on Nov. 21. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – There will be a joint meeting of the town and village board Friday to settle the 

longstanding unsettled question between them. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – The new overall factory is nearly completed. It is a fine up-to-date, nicely equipped and 

well heated building. There are about fifty girls that have signed and ready to go to work. … G.M. 

Thomas is president of the Thomas & Co. Overall Establishment. E.J. Zierke went to Chicago to get prices 

on shafting and machinery for factory. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – J.E. Hennig is putting in a private water works in his residence. He will have a system of 

hot and cold water running through the house and have baths in connection. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – F. Schendel, proprietor of the Schendel House, had his hotel wired and it is now being lit 

by electricity. 

Nov. 27, 1902 – Frank Merrill Sr. has sold his interest in the Merrill & Son livery establishment to his son 

George. George has been with the firm for a number of years. The new firm will probably go under the 

name of Merrill Bros. 

Dec. 4, 1902 – At the office of the secretary of state Monday articles of incorporation were filed for the 

Thomas Overall Company, Fond du Lac and village of Princeton, capital stock, $5,000; the incorporators 

are G.W. Thomas, W.W. Collins and H.K. Priest. The Fond du Lac Shirt & Overall Co. filed an amendment 

increasing the capital stock from $20,000 to $30,000. The Badger Sewing Company, Fond du Lac, filed an 

amendment increasing the capital stock from $25,000 to $35,000. - Commonwealth 

Dec. 4, 1902 – Albert Oelke is the genial proprietor of the Western House. 

Dec. 4, 1902 – There will be a big dance in the new overall factory tomorrow evening. The factory has a 

fine glossy hardwood floor 100 by 32 feet, which will afford a most excellent dancing space. It be heated 

(steam)  and lighted (electricity) in fine shape. Weinkauf’s full orchestra will furnish the music. 

Dec. 11, 1902 – Closing out sale at Krueger and Mueller’s  



Dec. 11, 1902 – Is HA Long of Juneau Ellen’s son. 

Dec. 18, 1902 – Dr. A.G. Giese buys out Adait. 

Dec. 18, 1902 – Citizens Electric Light & Power Co. annual meeting. E.D. Morse president, J.E. Hennig 

vice president, J.E. Leimer treasurer. Directors E.A. Zierke, W.J. Mesick and the other three holdovers. 

The finances are in a substantial and fairly flourishing condition, and it looks as though good dividends 

will be paid next year. Attorney Mentor Jopp is secretary. 

Dec. 18, 1902 – Aug. Rochwite has the distinction of making the highest score ever in Princeton. 267, on 

Rochwite’s alley. A. Somerfeldt 245, V. Yahr 244, G Siepert 243, H. Warnke 237. 

Dec. 18, 1902 – village board wants flag staff on village hall. Order 2 tons of coal for village hall. $2,200 

will be raised by tax for road work, same as last year. 

Dec. 25, 1902 – Minutes of meeting re: town and village Nov. 28. A.E. Thompson attorney for village. F.E. 

Clark attorney for town. NEEDS MORE THOROUGH READING WHEN WRITING 

Dec. 31, 1902 – Wm. Freiheit will do draying for the overall factory. 

Dec. 31, 1902 – William Schroeder selling hardware. 

Dec. 31, 1902 – Wm. Nowack of Fond du Lac spending holidays with his family in this city. 

-- 

JAN. 8, 1903 – New Year’s dinner at E. Harroune home. He came to Princeton in 1849. Sib Stevens came 

here in 1851, E.A. Harroune in 1852 and S.M. Eggleston in 1856. 

JAN. 8, 1903 – August Swanke Sr. is dead. Germany 1833, came to US in 1847 and settled on farm near 

here. A short time later stated the manufacturing business. First wife died in 1874. Remarried Henrietta 

Thiel. Son August Swanke Jr. has been assistant manager of the business last few years. “Mr. Wanke was 

a man noted for honesty of purpose and good character. He was a steady and hardworking man and was 

the pioneer business man of our city. He has been honored to many offices in our city. He has been its 

president and held most of the other offices. 

JAN. 8, 1903 – Leo Barthol, one of St. Marie’s prominent farmers, was in the city Tuesday and made us a 

pleasant call. 

JAN. 15, 1903 – Ordinance making it unlawful for any person to allow his dog to run at large unless it is 

muzzled. Authorize police and street commissioner to shoot them. 

JAN. 15, 1903 – The new overall factory, which has been erected during the past six weeks, opened this 

morning. About 25 girls were given employment and Mr. Thomas says he will be ready for more next 

week. He will employ them as fast as he can get the machines in order. The factory is a very good one 

and one the citizens of Princeton can be proud of. 

JAN. 22, 1903 – Declamatory. The second annual contest took place at Turner Hall Friday evening. There 

were six contestants to vie for supremacy. “It was a most excellent program and we feel proud of our 

young people and the record of our school. Never before has the school taken such a stride, budding 

from a common school to a state graded and then to a high school in such a short period. Our Laura 



made a fine record in the state contest last year. She set a high idea for our young people. The judges’ 

decision was as follows: first place, Frances Wight; second place, Edna Hennig; third place, Luella 

Megow. … The three young ladies and Miss Laura Rich will compete for honor to represent us in the 

state contest. Miss Frances Wight will represent our school in the county contest. 

JAN. 22, 1903 – J.E. Hennig Sr. celebrate silver wedding anniversary.  

JAN. 22, 1903 – A.E. Ziebell goes to Wittenberg to open a cigar factory. Was here for seven years. Village 

trustee for number of years. “Whenever there was some project in view that would benefit the village of 

Princeton, you would always find him at the helm.” He is a hardworking, honest and industrious man. … 

Rudolph Ziebell moves to Hartford. 

JAN. 29, 1903 – George V. Kelley appointed ton succeed W.H. Hunt as county superintendent. 

JAN. 29, 1903 – Most of Water Street merchants agree to close on Sundays from Feb. 1 to Nov. 1, and to 

close at 6:30 p.m. except Wed. and Sat. from Feb. 1 to April 1. Krueger & Mueller, G. Teske & Son, O.R. 

Luedtke, Lueck & Manthey, Nickodem Bros., Picus Bros., Anton Rimpler, Mackowski Bros. 

Feb. 5, 1903 – Ludwig Polus obit. Daughters include Mrs. Fred Nickodem and Mrs. F. Nowak. 

Feb. 12, 1903 – Herman E. Megow profile. Photography and real estate. Succeeded Straight as president 

(director) of the school board.  

Feb. 12, 1903 – Krueger & Mueller have dissolved partnership, and G.A. Krueger will hereafter conduct 

the business alone. Mr. Mueller will go in business with President Luedkte. KRUEGER & MUELLER was 

ERICH MUELLER. LUEDTKE’s father-in-law is GOTTLEIB LUEDTKE, WAGON MAKER. 

Feb. 12, 1903 – Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Whittemore and Mrs. Ellen Long were guests of friends at St. Marie 

last Friday. 

Feb. 12, 1903 – Carl Bartol has recently purchased the saloon occupied by Fred MIddlestaedt. 

Feb. 12, 1903 – Miss Lucy Capman, who has been connected with the telephone office as “hello girl” for 

the past two years, has sent in her resignation to Manager Barnes to take effect next Saturday. She will 

be employed in the restaurant of Wm. Whittemore. 

Feb. 12, 1903 – Children of the Polish school will give an entertainment next Wed., Feb. 18, at the 

Turner hall for the benefit of a library which they intend to put in their school. Program includes “What 

Would You Take” by P. Nickodem. “Orphan Child” by A. Grzybowska. 

Feb. 19, 1903 – Architect and contractor Bert Shew has a plan of the new dwelling he is to erect for 

Chas. Nickodem of the Nickodem Bros. general merchandise house. It is an excellent plan and will make 

a beautiful residence. Bert will soon graduate from the Pennsylvania school of architecture where he is 

taking a correspondence course. 

Feb. 26, 1903 – Miss Mary Tassler made a score of 195 on Rochwite’s alleys last night. This is the best 

score made on the alleys in this city by a lady. 

Feb. 26, 1903 – Lutheran Church sponsoring Passion Play double dissolving stereopticon program at 

Turner Hall. 



Feb. 26, 1903 – O.R. Luedtke, the general merchant, has placed a form in his window, which has a 

beautiful wax head. It makes a display and is something which is not seen in small towns. It is a step 

toward up to date window trimming and we congratulate Mr. Luedtke on this acquisition. 

March 5, 1903 – The second (county) declamatory county contest was held Friday evening in the new 

hall in Marquette.  …  Long before the time of meeting took place, the different schools had taken 

positions in parts of the hall set aside for them and decorated with the colors of the particular school. 

Then began the singing of school songs and yells. It was a very imposing and interesting sight.  …  Then in 

unison all the schools together gave the U-Rah, U-Rah, the Wisconsin yell’ one of the grandest and best 

yells in this country, and all was a sea of harmony.  …  Each and every contestant made an excellent 

showing. They showed careful and long training and every school had reason to be proud of its 

contestant. There was no stage fright evinced, and the renditions of the six was most excellent. The 

judges rendered the following decision: first Miss Wight, second Miss Saecker (Markesan) and third 

Chauncy Vine (Marquette). The winner of first place, Miss Wight, received a beautiful medal, and the 

school she represented received as a prize to be held for one year the life-size bust of McKinley.  … 

Wight performed “Strike at McGuffin’s Mill.”  …  Miss Francis Wight, the winner of the contest, came up 

through the grades and is now a student in the first year of the High School. She is very easy in gesture 

and has the confidence of the stage which is very essential to excellent speaking.  … We say hurrah for 

the winners, hurrah for Green Lake county. 

March 5, 1903 – Otto Maulick, proprietor of the American House sample room, and Oscar Tassler, 

proprietor of the Princeton Bottling Works, were in the Cream City last week. 

March 12, 1903 – Village board transfers Fred Middlestaedt’s saloon license to Carl Barthol. 

March 12, 1903 – People complain to village board about S.M. Eggleston’s hides, pelts and other 

obstructions on the streets and sidewalks at his premises. 

March 12, 1903 – August Swanke estate being sold below cost. Sleights, buggies, wagons, etc. 

March 12, 1903 - Edward Reetz has harnesses and saddlery. 

March 19, 1903 – Kelley & Company are still owners. With Horace Sommerer as editor and G.E. Megow 

as foreman. 

March 19, 1903 – Treasurers Manthey and Nowak and Deputy treasurer Leimer were in Dartford Friday 

where they made the tax returns. A very singular incident in the history of Princeton regarding the 

matter is that there was not a single tax description delinquent. 

March 26, 1903 – Mrs. Gottlieb Luedtke dies. Only daughter is Mrs. Erich Mueller.  … (Erich must take 

over his father-in-law’s business.) 

March 26, 1903 – Gust Pischke wall paper. Office in Green’s block. 

April 2, 1903 – Village board recommends buying stone crusher, roller and road machine, stone quarry, 

gravel pit and other necessaries to get better roads. 

April 2, 1903 – St. Marie tax list. 



April 9, 1903 – The High School League (Eighth League) contest held here Friday evening was a grand 

success. The stage was beautifully decorated and a large and enthusiastic audience was present.  …  

Laura Rich, first; Frances Wight, second; Jennie Parry (Dartford) third.  Princeton won first and second 

places in the contest and as a result Miss Rich will represent this league at Oshkosh in May. Wight 

receives gold medal. Rich gets steel engraving representing “First Blow to Liberty” donated by Senator 

Morse. 

April 9, 1903 – Chas. Nickodem is having his house moved this week. He will erect one on the site of the 

old one this spring on Water Street. Engaged Shew and Craw to build it. 

April 9, 1903 – The French Kitchen restaurant operated by Whittemore and 

April 9, 1903 – Miss Edna Hennig is day operator at central office and Miss Frances Wight is working in 

the place of Miss Maud Capman as night operator. 

April 16, 1903 – R.H. Miller the manufacturer of cigars has constructed a new and modern cigar shop on 

Short Street near his beautiful dwelling. 

April 16, 1903 – Theo. Dreblow’s residence in the southeastern part of town is nearing completion. His 

new paint and wallpaper store is located in the old post office building. 

April 16, 1903 – Charles J. Kinkel, tailor 

April 23, 1903 – J.A. Maitland becomes manager of Western House in Berlin. 

April 23, 1903 – The grocery business which has heretofore been conducted by F.W. Giese will hereafter 

go under the firm name of Giese Brothers, Herman O. Giese becoming a member of the firm. The 

business has been conducted the past seven years by F.W. Giese, prior to which he was a member of the 

firm Frank & Giese to whose business he became the successor. The new member of the firm has been 

connected with the business for several years. 

April 30, 1903 – Geo. V. Kelly, county superintendent of schools, recommends schools teach and use in 

composition the reform spelling passed upon favorably by the National Teachers association, all except 

the last two words: program (programme), tho (though), altho (although), thoro (thorough), thru 

(through), thruout (throughout), catalog (catalogue), prolog (prologue), decalog (decalogue), demagog 

(demagogue), thot (thought), bot (bought). 

April 30, 1903 – Princeton is to have the only open pipe factory in existence. A company has been 

organized and the manufacture of open pipes has begun. They are not engaged in getting out their first 

order for 600 dozen of these pipes. The manufacture of other articles will be commenced later. The 

Princeton Novelty Co. 

May 7, 1903 – District contest. Miss Laura Rich awarded second place at Oshkosh Friday. “Miss Rich’s 

victory at Oshkosh Friday was an excellent one and her speaking and general rendition called forth very 

flattering praise in her behalf. Her voice and demeanor on stage were excellent and has gained a state 

renowned record for oratory. Miss Rich was marked first by one of the three judges and all the markings 

showed her very close to first place.  … Eight speakers, representing about 30 high schools. First place 

wen to Miss Ferber of Appleton, will represent district at state May 29. … subject of Rich’s declamation 

was “The Death of Sidney Carton.”  



May 7, 1903 – Joseph Lamp falls off roof in south part of village and dies. 

May 14, 1903 – Liquor license transfers, Louis Musolf to Aug. Schiefelbein, John Radtke to Edward 

Schrank 

May 14, 1903 – Herman Warnke now village president. Village clerk notified attorney A.E Thompson to 

stop Fox River Bridge proceedings until further notice. Village is looking up first date that town refused 

to pay its share of bridge repair expenses. Turn Verein show license rate is $2 for first performance, $1 

for every following night of same company. Wm. Freiheit street commissioner $322; Michael Berger, 

night watch and policeman, $300. 

May 14, 1903 – Fair Store is in Megow’s block.  

May 14, 1903 – The electric light company has received two new lamps and has one on exhibition at the 

power house and will the place the other one anywhere requested to be tried. They give a brilliant light 

and are the only lamp by which colors can be distinguished. 

May 21, 1903 – A large house greeted the home talent company presenting the unique three-act drama 

“In the Toils” at the opera house Friday evening. Cast incudes Kent Morgan, George A. Sarau August 

Swanke Jr., Dr. E. Challis, M.V.K. Jopp, J.L. Kelley, Laura Worm, Maude Rogers, Eva Comstock, Col. 

Edward Raschell, F.E. James. The play was well received by the audience and a large number of hearty 

outbursts of applause were given the members of the company. 

May 21, 1903 – Joe Soda found a 59-pond slab of copper on his farm west of here one day last week. It 

is the largest piece of copper that has been found in this vicinity for a number of years. 

May 21, 1903 – A second-hand store has been opened in Megow’s building. They will buy hides, pelts 

and furs, also all kinds of scrap iron, metal rags, rubber, etc. as well as buy all kinds of second-hand 

goods. 

May 28, 1903 – Longest legislative session in history of state. Jan. 14-May 23. 

May 28, 1903 – Just noticed Fred N. Harmon is now editor for Kelley & Company. 

May 28, 1903 – A new school district was formed at a joint district between the town of Princeton and 

Brooklyn at a meeting held at the residence of Fred Page Monday evening. It was decided to locate the 

building just east of Mr. Page’s residence, and to build a comfortable neat building, 32x20 and 12 feet 

high. A building committee of Aug. Kuehn, F. Page and Henry Hoffman. 

June 4, 1903 – Fred E. Yahr gets married in Milwaukee at the St. Charles Hotel. 

June 11, 1903 – Grammar school commencement program for class of 22 held at Turner Hall. 

Recitations, class history by Clara Hoyer, music and diplomas presented by County Superintendent 

George V. Kelley. Laura Rich in class. 

June 11, 1903 – May 7 village board minutes. Village gets bids to replace bridge over the mill race near 

the dam (I think). American Bridge Co. low bid $280. 30x22 steel bridge. Should be done by July 1. 

June 11, 1903 – Village Board committee reports the town paid for bridge until July 2, 1898, and village 

paid all since then.  



June 11, 1903 – May 11 village board meeting. Adamski wants $1,200 for gravel pit. Village says too 

much. 

June 11, 1903 – real estate firm of Pooch & Radtke dissolves, now H. Pooch and J.E. Hennig Jr. as Pooch 

& Hennig.  

June 18, 1903 – Miss Dora Piper is Mrs. R.C. Treat’s niece. 

June 18, 1903 – Joseph Junker passes away. 

June 18, 1903 – Turn Verein 29th anniversary. 30 members. 

June 18, 1903 – Jones Welton has erected a substantial building opposite the creamery and will conduct 

a general store. 

June 18, 1903 – About $150 has been subscribed by the village people to help defray the expense of 

graveling the Markesan road in district 2, town of Princeton. This, together with a large amount of work 

contributed by farmers in the district and vicinity has been expended, and as a result a good stretch of 

the worst road between here and Markesan has been put in excellent shape. 

June 18, 1903 – Notice is hereby given that the Citizens’ Electric Light & Power Company of Princeton, 

Wisconsin, will sell to the highest bidder twenty bonds of $100 each, bearing four percent interest, two 

thereof maturing each year from 1904 to 1913, inclusive.  Sealed bids due noon June 27. 

June 18. 1903 – Princeton books the wonderful, sensational air-ship for fourth of July. Watch Prof. 

McNutt in operating his mechanical machine, firing giant crackers, by which it is shown that in future 

wars a single man with explosives can destroy whole cities. The only public exhibit before competing for 

the St. Louis World’s Fair $200,000 price for the most practical air ship. 

June 25, 1903 – Edmund Yahr and Oswold Hoyer are home from Northwestern college at Watertown for 

their summer vacation. Miss Madge Morse graduates from Ripon College. Teaches Latin and Green at 

New Lisbon. 

June 25, 1903 – Next Sunday the Polish school will give a picnic in Wyse’s grove near the church. The 

Polish school picnic, which was held in Wyse’s grove Sunday, was a grand success. A very large frowd 

was present and the committee and congregation are to be congratulated on the excellent 

entertainment provided. The day was one of general amusement. The wheel of fortune, the dolls and 

the games for children kept all in a merry tone. The music was most excellent and was furnished by 

Weinkauf’s band. It was one of the largest crowds to a picnic in some time, and the amusements and 

refreshments were excellent in every particular. The receipts of the day were $280.00, which goes to the 

school fund. The committee: Rev. Wozny, S. Mackowski, Fred Nickodem, A Drill, A. Manthey, Chas. 

Nickodem, Theo. Bednarek, Joe Mackowski and A. Loshinskie. 

June 25, 1903 – Adolph Priske’s saloon changed hands last week. He will take the farm of Albert Dodge 

in the town of Crystal Lake and Mr. Dodge the saloon here. 

July 9, 1903 – Wozney’s automobile led the 4th of July parade. Speeches at the school park. Races/ (no 

bike races).  



July 9, 1903 – The farmers of the town of Princeton are to be congratulated on the fact that they will 

have a rural free delivery and in the very near future they will have the mail brot to their door every day. 

Messrs. F.W. Page, Jas. Van Duren and Silas Morse drove over the route Friday and secured 110 signers. 

The law requires 100 signers. The length of the route is 24 ½ miles and is the first of its kind emanating 

from Princeton. 

July 9, 1903 – Mrs. Buschke has rooms over A.A. Manthey’s place of business. 

July 9, 1903 – WW Whittemore re-elected school treasurer. 

July 9, 1903 – Andrew Drill ad. “First and Last Chance.” Fine wins, liquors and cigars. 

July 16, 1903 – Ferdinand Manthey dies. 

July 16, 1903 – Miss Laura Rich spends summer in Woosley, South Dakota. Miss Frances Wight went to 

Waupun for summer. 

July 16, 1903 – F.O. Klingbeil of Westfield has rented the American House sample room recently vacated 

by O.M. Maulick and will open a saloon there. 

July 16, 1903 – Will Lefflar leaves Luedtke wagon making establishment. 

July 16, 1903 – Dr. Straight doing well at Ogema. Has a store and creamery. 

July 16, 1903 – Kismet Palm Garden, 189 Wisconsin Street, has changed hands and is now under t a new 

management. The best high-grade wines and liquors and good music every evening. He proprietor is the 

son-in-law of Mr. August Kleinert and invites his friends and all around about Princeton to call upon him. 

Yours respectfully, Henry Schraufnagel. 

July 23, 1903 - Senator and Mrs. E.D. Morse left Monday morning for a two weeks’ trip to Yellowstone 

Park and other western points of interest. 

August 6, 1903 – A bell presented to the church by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ellinger was hung in the tower of 

the Evangelical church yesterday. 

August 13, 1903 – Liquor licenses. Albert Oelke, lot 6 and 7, west side; Andrew Drill, lot 3, block C; 

August Luther, lot 4, block c; Al. Dodge, lot 4, west, block c; Frank Fink, east, lot 4, block c; Theo. 

Bednarek, lot 7, block C; Edward Schrank, lot 1, block D; Fred Schendel, lot 4, block D; Carl Barthol, lot 5, 

block D; H. Warnke, lot 8, block D; Gust Klawitter, water lot 29, west, south side of Water; August 

Schiefelbein, water lot 26, east, south side of Water; Fred Rochwite, water lot 24, east, south side of 

Water. Fritz’s Place is one door east of Weinkauf’s jewelry store. 

August 13, 1903 – Village won’t buy gravel pit this year. 

Aug. 13, 1903 – Not all may know that the highway leading from Montello road to the Princeton lock is 

fully established by the supervisors of the town of Princeton to the government land at the lock and by 

the secretary of war over the United States land to the river and down river to the hay lands owned by 

our several owners. Messrs. Julius Kohnke, H. Schimmnel and their associates have had considerable 

trouble getting right of way over the lock lands. All are pleased with the road. 

Aug. 13, 1903 – Agnes Mueller gets civil service job at customs house in Milwaukee. 



August 27, 1903 – County medical society forms. Charter members include Dr. A.L. Travis, R.H. Buckland 

and G.J. Racek, of Princeton. 

August 27, 1903 – George Sarau’s father killed in Oshkosh by street car. 

August 27, 1903 – Automobile races for first time at state fair Sept. 7-11. 

Sept. 3, 1903 – Rural free delivery route No. 1 will start from the Princeton post office October 1. Route 

is 25 square miles, 104 houses on the route and serving population of 468. 

Sept. 3, 1903 – Why can’t a band stand be created at school park? 

Sept. 3, 1903 – There has been a laboratory for experiments added to the high school department this 

year. 

Sept. 3, 1903 – J.M. Koeser is in the Thiel block  

Sept. 3, 1903 – Patronize home industry. For health, strength and purity drink Princeton Beer 

Sept. 10, 1903 – Aug. Village Board meeting. Buy another bridge for $280 for Main Street crossing the 

mill race; same as the one bot for crossing at Swanke’s shop.  

Sept. 10, 1903 – High school opens. Five students in the senior class. 

Sept. 10, 1903 – George H. Harmon & Co. have purchased the furniture and undertaking business of 

W.R. Yahr and will conduct the business hereafter at the same place of business. 

Sept. 10, 1903 – Attorney George A. Sarau to Oshkosh. 

Sept. 17, 1903 – HK Priest has leased his hotel and will retire to private life.  

Sept. 24, 1903 – Giese house. Fulton and Water. 

Sept. 24, 1903 – WJ Mesick, the implement dealer, will soon have the rear portion of his place of 

business raised a story, making it the same as the front part of the building, which will allow him 

considerable more room to store his large line of farm implements and machinery. 

Oct. 1, 1903 – Albert Ziebell will return and work at RH Miller’s cigar factory. 

Oct. 1, 1903 – The report is current that L.D. Moses left his home at Ogdensberg to transact some 

business at Sheboygan, but not coming home as was expected, word was sent to Sheboygan about him 

and report came back that he was at Jacksonville, Florida, sick with nervous prostration. – Ripon Press 

Oct. 1, 1903 – Wash Whittemore 

Oct. 1, 1903 – Complying with the new state banking law, the Princeton State Bank has paid up its 

capital of $30,000 in full. We call your attention to their statement published in another column, which 

shows the largest increase in deposits in its history. This bank, having ample capital, conservative 

management and a strong board of directors, and being equipped with good facilities for the transaction 

of all branches of legitimate banking, is steadily growing in favor with the public. 

Oct. 1, 1903 – Christopher Ponto obit. Martin Mackowski obit. 



Oct. 1, 1903 – At 7:30 o’clock this morning Herman J. Westfield started with the mail, which marks the 

beginning of the first rural mail delivery from Princeton. Mr. Westfield arrived in the city at 1:30 after 

making 25 miles and covering the territory 100 houses. Mr. Westfield, the carrier, was born and raised 

near Princeton, and is one of the best men Uncle Sam could select to take care of the mail. He is an 

honest, conscientious man and will give his patrons good service. 

Oct. 8, 1903 – Laura Rich entered school Monday. She is registered as a first-year high school student. 

Oct. 8, 1903 – On Monday the pupils of the school met for the purpose of organizing an athletic 

association. The meeting was a lively one and after discussing the purposes of the organization, the 

following officers were selected: President, L.J. Fellenz; vice president, Mace Morse; secretary ad 

treasurer, Earl Steward. The girls intend to organize a basketball team, while the boys are out every 

evening practicing for football. Altho it is the first team ever organized at school, it promises to be a 

good one, and able to meet any team of its class. Earl Steward was elected captain of the team. The 

probable line up of the team will be as follows: Centre, Earl Steward; right guard, Fritz Ernst; left guard, 

Chester Whiting; right tackle, Ernest Krueger; right end, George Morse; left end, Carl Schendel; quarter 

back, Curil Merrill; left half back, Mace Morse; right half back, Ed Borsack; fullback, Heimuth Krueger. 

The boys wish to thank all who subscribed for the purchase of suits.  

Oct. 8, 1903 – Leo Barthol’s home of St. Marie was brightened Saturday Oct. 3d. by the appearance of a 

bright little 6 lb boy. 

Oct. 15, 1903 – The board has voted to install four new arc lights in the city. With this addition our city 

will be one of the best lighted cities in the state. Our citizens are proud of the Electric Light plant and its 

management. 

Oct. 15, 1903 – The Fair Store is next door to post office. 

Oct. 15, 1903 – Saloon owner Albert Dodge dies due to rupture of blood vessel of the brain. Brought on 

by excessive use of liquor. 

Oct. 15, 1903 – Herman Megow Jr. has resigned his position with C. Hennig’s meat market. 

Oct. 22, 1903 – BANK CLOSED. Cashier Leimer’s deficiencies make it necessary to suspend for a time. 

Bank examiner in charge. All had extreme confidence in cashier. Was over trusted. One of the saddest 

things which ha ever happened in this part of the state was exposed to the public here Sunday evening, 

when cashier J.E. Leimer of the Princeton State Bank was arrested by sheriff Ogilvie on a charge of 

forgery to the amount of $63,000, referred by the bank examiners. Mr. Leimer was always looked up to 

by our citizens as a model young citizen. The public thot him a man of excellent habits and credited him 

with being a careful, conservative and upright business man. Everyone had the utmost confidence in him 

and no one even for a moment suspected a wrong doing from him. So much confidence had the public 

in him that they intrusted many of their private family transactions to his care. Money matters were 

given to his care with the utmost confidence of the depositor. In fact no man was so close to the hearts 

and purses of our people as was Mr. Leimer. Mr. Leimer has been for some time (about six years) 

dealing in options on wheat, corn, etc. and used the credit of the bank as a backing by forging the names 

of reliable business men of the country to notes. So carefully planned was his scheme and so accurate 

were his forgeries that for all this time they escaped the inspection of the directors and the different 

bank examiners of the state. Two years ago, an irregularity was found in the deposits, but he explained 



his system in a way which satisfied the officers and examiner. When the examiner was here on Octoner 

6th he noticed an irregularity, which did not meet with his approval, and he began to investigate. Later 

examiner Bergh confronted the cashier with an affidavit from a J.E. Lyons, of Colby, to the effect that he, 

Lyons, had not given a note for $5,000, which was in possession of the bank. Confronted with this proof 

the cashier admitted to $22,000 forgeries up to Friday evening. Then he said he could make up the 

deficiencies and went to Appleton Saturday and brot back with him two notes, one for $5,000 and the 

other for $10,000. These he got from relatives, but he did not reveal to them the use he was going to 

put them to. Saturday and Sunday president of the bank, Morse, and the examiners caused the cashier 

to admit to $63,000 in forgeries, involving both the Princeton State Bank and Montello State Banks. He 

has, however, turned over personal property enough to the examiners to bring the deficiency in both 

banks in the neighborhood of $45,000 to $50,000. The public generally do not think the cashier guilty of 

real criminal intent. He has certainly wronged a mass of people, destroyed confidence and created 

general distrust, but the fact of the matter seems to be that he made a few bad speculations and has 

since been trying to cover up his tracks and break even. His action in turning over his private property to 

the extent of about $18,000 leads us to believe that if he could produce the amount, he intended to 

make up the shortage. His action, however, is a crime, and a grievous one, and he and the community 

feel it greatly. His death could not make the community as sorry for him as has his act. So high in the 

estimation of the people was he held, and so great was their confidence in him that he was the people’s 

choice for a number of positions of trust. These are the positions he held: cashier of bank, vice president 

of Montello State Bank, president of Leimer & Co. tub factory, manager of Princeton Novelty Co., 

treasurer Citizens’ Electric Light Co., treasurer of Overall Co. and deputy village treasurer. He was taken 

to Dartford Sunday evening and returned to this city Monday under the custody of sheriff Ogilvie and 

appeared in Justice Harroun’s court and waived examination. His bail was put at $10,000, which he 

intimates his friends and relatives will produce. Senator Morse, president of the bank, has received 

innumerable telegrams from prominent financial men of the state, assuring support, assistance and 

sympathy. If the conditions are no worse than now shown, the bank will reorganize and start anew. 

At a meeting of the creditors of the Princeton State Bank Tuesday there was an organization effected 

and W.J. Mesik was elected president, Geo. Kelley, secretary, and Stanish Mackowski, treasurer. Last 

evening at the second meeting, resolutions and a petition were almost unanimously adopted in favor of 

E.C. Martin of Fond du Lac for receiver. E.C. Martin is a banker and an accountant of large experience 

and ability and it is thot that it will take him but a short time to right matters. At the meeting last 

evening, Senator Morse, Examiner Berg and State Attorney Bancroft made speeches in which they spoke 

of the conditions being not so serious as was expected. The bank will go thru the process of liquidation 

and will reorganize. 

Oct. 22, 1903 – Dr. Nettie H. Randall has given up the practice of medicine and will make her home near 

Ladoga with her mother, who is in poor health. 

Oct. 29, 1903 – Bitter editorial about “Clark” article in the “weekly horrible last evening.” Check the 

Princeton Star. 

Oct. 29, 1903 – WW Wilson shoe store in Megow building next to Nickodem’s 

Oct. 29, 1903 – Shew & Craw have completed the work on the new glass front for Fred Schendel, the 

proprietor of the Commercial House. It gives the hotel a beautiful appearance. 



Oct. 29, 1903 – John Sneeberger, president of the Princeton Creamery Association, was in the city 

Friday. He tells us that the creamery recently purchased a new churn which has a capacity of 900 

pounds. He says the creamery is in a prosperous condition. 

Nov. 5, 1903 – W.A. Keys, the photographer, purchased of F.M. Caldwell the fore part of the week, the 

property in which his gallery is located. 

Nov. 5, 1903 – Another snipe at editor of the Star. 

Nov. 5, 1903 – Princeton State Bank stockholders meet at bank building Saturday evening and decide to 

reorganize the old bank and issue new stock in the sum of $30,000 to be paid in full. A committee was 

appointed to secure subscriptions for stock on this plan. If the reorganization is effected, as it seems 

certain it will be, the depositors will be paid dollar for dollar. In this instance the stockholders will be 

assess $100 per share. It is expected the bank will very soon be again open for business. 

Nov. 5, 1903 – Our city has been beautified lately by several new glass fronts. Our business men of the 

city are also figuring on adorning their business places with them. The places in town which now have 

them are those of J.M. Koeser, furniture dealer; Fred Schendel, saloon and hotel; G.A. Weinkauf, 

jeweler; O.R. Luedtke, dry goods; A. Rimpler, dry goods; Fred Rochwrite, saloon; G.H. Harmon, furniture; 

Wm. Whittemore, jeweler; First National Bank; State Bank. 

Nov. 5, 1903 – Dr. G. H. Holliday is proprietor of the American House.  

Nov. 12, 1903 – The interests of the tub factory formerly owned by J.E. Leimer has been bot by G.A. 

Krueger. The business will be run under the name of The Princeton Butter Tub Mfg. Co. Those interested 

in it are G.A. Krueger, Wm. Schiefelbein and Emil Weckwerth. Mr. Krueger is manager of the business. 

Nov. 12, 1903 – Judge Burnell has ordered the receiver of the Princeton State Bank to turn over the 

money to which was deposited on the Saturday before the bank suspended business, to the depositors. 

Nov. 12, 1903 – B. Schroeder and W. Henneberg were in Milwaukee the latter part of last week 

purchasing the necessary outfit for a cigar factory, which they will open above Dr. Giese’s office soon. 

Nov. 19, 1903 – Dr. R.M. Foster has purchased the interests of Dr. Ziegler in the dental business here. Dr. 

Foster has had charge of the business since it was purchased of Dr. Challis (HK Priest’s son-in-law). 

Nov. 19, 1903 – Electrician Voth has resigned his position with the electric light company and has moved 

his family to Sheboygan, where he has a position as electrician with the city lighting company. 

Nov. 26, 1903 – First National Bank financial report 

Nov. 26, 1903 – Wm. Nowack, along with fourteen men, went to Fond du Lac yesterday and will be 

engaged for some time in laying steel on the Sheboygan line. 

Nov. 26, 1903 – G. Luedtke & Co. selling truck wagons, milk wagons and buggies at reduced prices. 

Nov. 26, 1903 – Wm. Henneberg has opened a cigar factory in the rooms above Dr. Giese’s dental office. 

B. Schroeder and Gust Hoffman, who together with Mr. Henneberg, were formerly employef in the 

Miller factory will be employed in the new factory.  

Dec. 3, 1903 – Refreshments were served at Gorr’s and Whittemore’s restaurants. 



Dec. 10, 1903 – The Princeton State Bank, according to the statement of Mr. G. Bartz, will open its doors 

for business next Monday, with a paid in capital of $30,000. The owners of the capital are eight five 

representative business and professional men and farmers, which gives it the strongest financial 

backing. Those directly interested appeared before Judge Burnell Tuesday and requested the discharge 

of receiver E.C. Martin. After examiners Burg and Kuolt showed that the bank was in good condition 

financially and showed that the $30,000 capital was paid in full and all obligations were assumed by the 

old stockholders, the judge granted the request for the discharge. Attorney Cowling appeared for the 

bank. The directors of the bank have for the past month put in hard and efficient work to right matters, 

and worked faithfully under the direction of ex-bank examiner Bartz of Wausau to get all matters in 

good condition before they would reopen. Mr. Bartz is an organizer and financier of marked ability and 

his excellent work in this bank affair will long be remembered by the people of this community. There 

will probably be a meeting of the stockholders of the reorganized bank the last of this week. The 

community thinks that the bank as reorganized will be a very strong and conservative financial 

institution. 

Dec. 10, 1903 – The stockholders of the Citizens’ Electric Light & Power Company met in the village hall 

Monday evening and elected the following officers for the ensuing year: President, E.D. Morse; vice 

president, Robert Schaal; secretary, J.E. Hennig Sr.; treasurer W.W. Whittemore; trustee, H.K. Priest, 

G.A. Krueger, O.H. Licthenberg, F. Nickodem. The plant is in a prosperous condition and has given our 

people excellent service. 

Dec. 17, 1903 – After being closed a period of two months, the Princeton State Bank opened its doors 

for business Monday morning. The bank, thru its officers, announced on its opening that every creditor 

would be paid dollar for dollar, and on Monday morning the money was there ready for every depositor 

to draw out if she or she wished. The record of the first day, however, showed that the people have 

entire confidence in the institution, for the deposits remained materially the same at the close of 

business Monday as they were at the opening. Too much praise cannot be given the directors and 

stockholders of the bank for the strenuous efforts they put forth to make good every dollar to its 

depositors. They have given much time and thot to the subject and have gone into their pockets and 

paid up every cent of the shortage. Their constant effort was to pay every depositor all of his money and 

to get the bank back for the service of the people as soon as possible. The bank, as resumed, has 75 new 

stock holders, with the 10 old ones, make a total of 85 of the most reliable and responsible citizens that 

could be found in the community. It is indeed a very sound and strong financial institution and should 

have the moral and financial support of the community. During the time the bank was closed, or within 

a period of six weeks, more than 70 percent of its assets were converted into cash; which sum, with the 

$30,000 new cash capital, and $10,000 to make good balance of loss, made the bank on the day of 

opening financially as strong as any bank in the country. The following letter shows what the state 

department has to say regarding the bank’s condition. Madison, Wis., Dec. 12, 1903. The Princeton State 

Bank, Princeton, Wis. Gentlemen: This letter is written to confirm my telegram dated this day to E.D. 

Morse, authorizing the Princeton State Bank to resume business. This institution, as now reorganized, 

should have the confidence of its former patrons as well as the community at large. Much credit is due 

to the directors of the bank for their untiring efforts in placing the bank in a sound condition again. 

Wishing you success, I am, very truly yours, M.C. Bergn, Com. Of Banking The officers of the bank are as 

follows: President, E.D. Morse; vice president, Gustav Teske; temporary cashier, E.C. Martin; directors, 

G.A. Krueger, H.K. Priest, E.D. Morse, Chas. Nickodem, Gustav Teske.  



Dec. 17, 1903 – The Maulick-Klawitter bowling alley room has been repapered the past week and new 

balls and pine put upon the alleys. It is enjoying a good run and bowling seems to be as popular as ever. 

WHERE? 

Dec. 17, 1903 – Frank Zellmer tells us that last Saturday afternoon he saw a deer on his farm 4 1.2 miles 

southwest of town, not twenty rods from the house. 

Dec. 17, 1903 – The work of putting up the new arc lights in the city, which were ordered by the village 

board some time ago, is now completed. This addition in lights will improve the appearance of our town 

very much. 

Dec. 24, 1903 – Messrs. Otto Rude and Rudolph Brown have rented the blacksmith shop which was 

owned and conducted by the late August Swanke and are prepared to do all kinds of blacksmith work, 

wood work and horse shoeing. 

Dec. 24, 1903 – Assistant Attorney General L.H. Bancroft 

Dec. 24, 1903 – Annual meeting of the Princeton Shirt and Overall Co. met at the village hall Monday 

evening and elected the following officers for the ensuing year: President, H.K. Priest; Vice President, 

F.E. Clark; Secretary, Geo. V. Kelley; Treasurer, O.H. Lichtenberg; Directors, G.A. Krueger, Robt. Schaal, 

Dr. Travis, W.J. Mesick, Herman Warnke. The building cost $221 more than the amount of stock 

subscribed, so there will be no dividend this year. However, each man’s stock has increases in value to 

the amount of a sum equal to a dividend of 7 percent if it was declared. 

Dec. 24, 1903 – A.A. Manthey, the poultry dealer, has shipped about 75,000 pounds of poultry the past 

week, principally to points in northern Michigan. Much of the poultry is bot by Mr. Manthey from 

dealers in surrounding towns.” 

Dec. 24, 1903 – J.M. Koeser wants to sell furniture store and undertaking business. Has been established 

16 years. 

Dec. 24, 1903 – Frank Lamp, who enlisted in Troop L. of the 4th cavalry of our US Army in the Philippines 

in October 1900, paid us a visit and left several interesting articles at the office. 

Dec. 31, 1903- Harmon, Kelley & Co. – With the issue of Dec. 24, the firm of Kelley & Company ceased to 

control the Republic, and the new firm of Harmon, Kelley & Co. assumed control. Fred N. Harmon, who 

has been identified with the office for the past eight months in the capacity of manager, has purchased 

a quarter interest in the Republic and will have the active management of the business. Mr. Harmon is a 

young man full of business energy and good newspaper ideals, and after seeing these predominant 

qualities in the young man, the writer has decided to make him a partner in the business.  …  He is a 

young man of tact and judgment and is the kind of man I have been looking for as partner since my 

appointment to the superintendency. The Republic is now read by 5,500 people and is growing in public 

favor every day, and I am pleased to say that I am certain Mr. Harmon will continue to raise the standard 

of the Republic, which has served the general public for the past 37 years. – George V. Kelley 

Dec. 31, 1903 – Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Long and family of Juneau visit WW Whittemore and family. 

-- 

1904 



January 7, 1904 – Our high school. The Princeton school has probably had the most rapid growth of any 

school in the state. About two years ago it was a school of somewhat the same grading as the ordinary 

school district. It hen asked for state aid and by hard work on the part of teachers and school board, our 

school received $300 from the state. Last year a three-year high school course was established and the 

wonderful strides it has made since this change has brot most favorable comment on its growth from 

people about the state and also from the state department. This forward stride in our educational 

system was brot about by the combined efforts of our much interested school board, W.W. 

Whittemore, H.E. Megow and Gustav Teske, and our teachers. They have spent much for the best 

interests of the school and deserve the lasting gratitude of our people. Our principal and teachers put in 

many hours a day perfecting the course and doing all within their power to make the school and course 

which will make the young people strong, practical and up-to-date citizens. Recently a new recitation 

room was added, and also another teacher added to the teaching force. The increase in attendance and 

the strengthening of the course has made the above necessary. The teachers now are as follows: 

Principal. Jas. L. Kelley; assistant, L.J. Fellenz; grammar school, Miss Nina Owens; intermediate, Miss 

Nellie Thomas; second primary, Miss Pearl Richards; first primary, Miss Teresa De Reamer. It is pleasing 

to note the interest being expressed by patrons of the school. The teachers and school board are much 

pleased with the public sentiment which favors a good school. 

January 7, 1904 – At a meeting of the directors of the Princeton State Bank Monday, H.J. Maxwell, teller 

of the First National Bank of Ripon, was elected cashier of the bank. Mr. Maxwell is a man with excellent 

training for the banking work. He started in the work twelve years ago under the tutorage of Mr. Field, 

that banker of national reputation. He was first messenger, and after that worked himself through each 

successive advance in the banking work. Mr. Maxwell comes to our bank with the highest 

recommendations for character, honesty and ability as an accurate and conservative financier. He is a 

pleasant man to meet and will no doubt make hosts of friends in our city. We congratulate the directors 

on their choice and wish Mr. Maxwell success in his new work.  …  Will assume new position about Feb. 

1 and will move family to Princeton. 

January 7, 1904 – Turn Verein was organized in 1874 and now has membership of 32. 

January 7, 1904 – Mrs. Ellen Long of Juneau is the guest of the family of W.W. Whittemore. 

January 7, 1904 – J.E. Hennig Jr. & Bro. selling harnesses 

January 7, 1904 – Mentor V.K. Jopp left town for good position in Chicago. 

January 14, 1904 – Princeton State Bank annual meeting Tuesday, 275 of 300 shares represented. About 

75 stockholders present. The following were elected directors for the ensuring year: G.A. Krueger, Chas. 

Nickodem, H.K. Priest, E.D. Morse, Gustav Teske and S. Mackowski. There was also a provision made for 

an examing board to examine the accounts and securities of the bank every six months and report the 

condition to the state examiner – Frank Mueller, E.C. Martin, of Fond du Lac, and L.A. Pomeroy, of 

Amherst. In the evening the directors met and elected officers: President, E.D. Morse; vice president, 

Gustav Teske; cashier, H.J. Maxwell. 

January 14, 1904 – First National Bank annual meeting Monday. Directors elected: G.J. Krueger, C.H. 

Krippene, J.E. Hennig, Erich Mueller, O.M. Maulick, F.J. Yahr and J.M. Koeser. Will elect officers Monday: 

G.J. Krueger president, C.H. Krippene vice president, Henry Dehde cashier. 



January 14, 1904 – County declamatory contest will be on McKinley’s birthday. The trophy for first prize 

is the bust of McKinley.  

January 14, 1904 – XXXXn J. Barthol went to Madison Saturday morning on business. He spent the day in 

that city. 

January 14, 1904 – HL Straight is now located at Markesan in practice of dentistry. 

January 21, 1904 – Frank Tucker reappointed postmaster by President Roosevelt. Photo and story. “Mr. 

tucker has given the public most excellent mail service during the past eight years and has held the post 

office open long after regular hours to accommodate the public and give them their evening mail. His 

work in the office has been of such an excellent character that it has many times brot forth most 

favorable comment from the national inspector. 

January 28, 1904 – Cashier H.J. Maxwell: My wife and I shall enjoy our new home in Princeton.”  

January 28, 1904 – Architect Bert Shew will erect a large brick building store and office building next 

door east of the Republic office. One of the members of the Fair Store Co. has leased the lower floor. 

Aug. Freiman is hauling the stone for the foundation. 

Feb. 4, 1904 – Again victors. Earl Steward the Princeton orator wins in the county contest at Markesan. 

The third annual declamatory contest of Green Lake county, held at Markesan Friday evening, was 

largely attended.  … yells, songs, etc.  … Earl Steward, the winner of first place, representing the 

Princeton school, was the second speaker. He put forth a true example of the new style of oratory, 

which is deliberate and easy, yet penetrating. He has an excellent appearance and he painted his picture 

most real. The ultra-dramatic was entirely eliminated from his selection. Earl has within him powers 

which he will develop to make him a noted speaker. He is clear and forcible. … Laura Rich won first 

contest. Frances Wight won the second. Now Earl Steward won the third. 

Feb. 4, 1904 – A successful trial of a flying machine was made on the 17th near Kitty Hawk, N.C., by 

Wilbur and Orville Wright, of Dayton, O. 

Feb. 4, 1904 – J.M. Koeser has sold his furniture and undertaking business to Chas. Hermann & Son, of 

Brandon. Mr. Hermann is to take possession March 1st. Mr. Koesser states that  he will still reside in 

Princeton. Business is in Thiel block. 

Feb. 18, 1904 – The grocery store which was erected by Jones Welton opposite the creamery last 

summer was burned to the ground Saturday morning. Mr. Welton had built a fire and returned to his 

home nearby for breakfast and the fire was not discovered in time to save anything. 

March 4, 1904 – Christopher Hennig dies. Born 1844. Butcher apprentice in Germany. Came to US in 

1873 and settled in Princeton. Butcher. Brothers include Julius and John, of Princeton.  

March 3, 1904 – Mike Giese badly burned while working in hogshead at the brewery. 

March 3, 1904 – Class in turning was organized at Turner Hall for first time in several years. 

March 3, 1904 – Feb. 27 – State Capitol building destroyed by fire caused by defective electric wiring. 

March 10, 1904 – Emil Klawitter is fitting up the Megow building preparatory to opening a saloon. It is 

expected that it will be open for business Saturday night. 



March 17, 1904 – The Princeton Ideal Band has been reorganized under the leadership of G.A. 

Weinkauf. 

March 24, 1904 – St Marie tax list. 

March 24, 1904 – Theo Dreblow in old post office building. 

March 24, 1904 – The old post office property was purchased from E.D. Morse by Otto Maulick and J.E. 

Hennig last Saturday. The old building will be fitted up for the millinery establishment of Mrs. J.E. 

Hennig. The proprietors will also build an elegant two-story building on the lot to the west in the near 

future. This is one of the very best sites in the city and we are glad that it is now in the hands of people 

who will utilize it by erecting a beautiful structure on it.  

March 24, 1904 – Carl Affeldt returned from Chicago Saturday where he has been attending veterinary 

school. 

March 24, 1904 – Principal James L. Kelley announces he will resign at end of present school year to 

enter a university course (law) next year. Oscar Olman, of Marquette, will replace him.  

March 24, 1904 – Holly Portrait Gallery for sale or the residence part for rent. 

March 31, 1904 – Rural postal carriers compensated $600 per year. Congress expected to increase it to 

$720 per year. Supported by Congressman James H. Davidson. 

March 31, 1904 – Hot biscuits and coffee served free this week at Schaal’s. Demonstrating the Great 

Majestic Range. 

March 31, 1904 – The rural free delivery carrier now leaves the post office after the arrival of the 11:05 

train, which gives the patrons the morning papers the day of publication.  

April 7, 1904 – Prof. Theo Voss, who has so efficiently served as director of the German school of our 

city, received a call from Oshkosh asking him to accept the principal shop of the xxxxxx 

Apri 14, 1904 – JE. Hennig Sr. elected village president. With photo.  

April 14, 1904 – To the many letters I have recently received asking me to again be a candidate, I must 

answer in the negative. The bank failure has taken much of my time and thot for the past months,, and 

seeing that institution, of which I have always been so proud, is again on its feet and has the whole 

confidence, respect and patronage of our people, and knowing that every man was paid dollar for dollar, 

I am fully satisfied to retire to business life and give my time and energy to banking and taking care of 

my personal business interests. – E.D. Morse 

April 14, 1904 – W.A. Keys plans to open photo gallery but will use tent until Aug. 1 when gallery will be 

completed. 

April 14, 1904 - $10 reward offered for those who threw stone thru the windows of the Evangelical 

Church on April 5. 

April 14, 1904 – Mrs. Wm. Whittemore is the only woman in Green Lake County who has a hunting 

license. … Sunday was a cold day, but in spite of the inclemency of the weather, she was able to capture 

eight of the fine ducks that feed on the shore of Lake Puckaway. 



April 21, 1904 – Mrs. FJ Yahr passes. Consumption.  

April 21, 1904 – JE Hennig has commenced remodeling the old post office building, which will be used by 

Mrs. Hennig as a millinery store. A fine front will be put into the building, which will greatly improve this 

property and the appearance of our business street. Mrs JM Worm is advertising a week later, building 

for rent, now occupied by Mrs. Hennig’s millinery store. 

April 21, 1904 – League contest: Last Friday evening the contest for the high schools of Omro, 

Winneconne and Princeton was held at Winneconne. … Our contestants, Earl Steward and Edna Hennig, 

did exceedingly well. They made such an excellent impression that their work on the platform brot most 

favorable comment from the entire audience. Omro was given first place. Earl was given second place by 

the judges, and Edna fourth place. A large part of the audience thot that first place should have been 

given Princeton, but Princeton is very willing to abide by the decision of the judges in this matter. 

April 21, 1904 – Home talent play, “A Noble Outcast,” benefits public school.  

April 28, 1904 – John Hoppa just completed plastering John Barthol’s house. He has entirely remodeled 

his house and built a new porch. It now looks like a fine new building. 

April 28, 1904 – W.A. Keys has located his tent photography gallery on the vacant lot adjoining the 

bottling works and will be prepared to do work in his line in a few days. 

April 28, 1904 – Mrs. J.E. Hennig has moved her millinery establishment from the building owned by 

Mrs. J. Wm Worm into the old post office building recently purchased by Messrs. Hennig and Maulick. 

The building has been remodeled and now has three large plate glass show windows. It is one of the 

most elite and complete millinery establishments in this part of the state. 

May 5, 1904 – Carl H. Worm obit. Shoemaker.  

May 5, 1904 – Princeton baseball team called the Grand Westerns. 

May 5, 1904 - Dora Piper remodels store. 

May 5, 1904 – B. Schroeder has severed connection with W. Huenerberg and will go into the cigar 

business at Horicon. 

May 5, 1904 – Architect Shew is having the wall laid for his new building to be erected next door to the 

Republic office. The Fair Store will occupy the first floor and the Odd Fellows will use the second floor 

for lodge rooms. 

May 5, 1904 – John Roberts was at Milwaukee Monday purchasing an outfit preparatory to going into 

the barber business here. 

May 12?, 1904 – J.E. Hennig erected large monument in Milwaukee. Remember: Ed Hennig barber. 

May 19?, 1904 – Supreme Court decision. St. Marie vs. M. Rudd. 

May 26, 1904 – Picus Brothers dissolved. W. Picus retires. I Picus continues. 

May 26, 1904 – J.B. Oelke has opened a new meat market in the Green block. 

June 2, 1904 – Bert Shew and crew of carpenters are at work on buildings on Martin Barthol’s farm. 



June 2, 1904 – Messrs. Charney and Neumeyer of Milwaukee have decided to put up a machine shop 

and foundry in this city. Where???? 

June 9, 1904 – A freight train of cars of granite was wrecked between here and Dartford this morning Six 

cars of granite were thrown from the track into the marsh. 

June 9, 1904 – May 5 Village Board minutes. Repair Water Street from Turner hall to bridge with crushed 

granite. – Milwaukee Granite Company is low bidder at $1.78 per cubic yard. Street commissioner to 

take up old water tank at D.W. Eggleston’s and sell lumber or make use of it. 

June 9, 1904 – May 21 Village Board minutes. If satisfactory price can be arranged will build cement walk 

from W.W. Whittemore’s corner to the west corner of the American House. 

June 9, 1904 – Frank Nickodem working at Hotel Engelbright in Ripon. 

June 9, 1904 – Friday, June 17, is 30th anniversary of founding of Princeton Turn Verein. 

June 9, 1904 – the first annual exercises graduates of the high school were held at Turner Hall last 

Thursday evening. The stage was beautifully decorated and an excellent program was rendered. Clara 

Krueger valedictory, Esther Seefeldt salutatory, class poem Ernest Krueger, class history Luella Megow. 

Presentation of diplomas Principal James L. Kelley. The graduates consisting of Clara Maria Krueger, 

Luella Hermina Megow, Earl W. Steward, Esther H. Seefeldt and Ernst F. Krueger. Eighth-grade program 

includes declamations by Frank Nickodem, Stanish Nickodem and Agnes Wyse, Anna Ward, Dora Lueck 

and Curil Merrill. 

June 16, 1904 – John Shew, the grocer, is building an addition to his store. He will put in a new glass 

front. 

June 16, 1904 – General observation. River reports are primarily excursions rather than shipping. 

June 16, 1904 – J.E. Leimer before Judge Burnell. A nolle was entered as to the charge of forgery. To the 

charge of illegal banking Leimer pleaded guilty. After arguments before the judge by the attorneys, the 

court sentenced him to one year at the Waupun State Prison. Sheriff Ogilvie accompanied Leimer to 

Waupun this morning. – Green Lake, Wis., June 6 – Special … During the proceedings Leimer sat with 

bowed head and when sentence was pronounced, he broke down completely and was led from the 

court room weeping. He is about 35 years of age. His downfall was caused by speculation. 

June 16, 1904 – Roundtrip tickets to St. Louis for World’s Fair $10.55. 

June 23, 1904 – Rudolph W. Ziebell dies. Tuberculosis. Obit says brothers are A.E. Ziebelll and R.H. 

Miller. 

June 23, 1904 – Frank Nowack is hauling lumber for his new granary. 

June 23, 1904- Wm. H. Elkington of Acworth, Georgia, has leased the photograph gallery of F.M. 

Caldwell and has moved his family here. 

June 23, 1904 – Dr. Nettie Randall returns July 1. Above Lichtenburg’s store. 



June 23, 1904 – John Warnke will build a large potato and grain warehouse. The workmen have already 

begun work on the foundation. It will be the largest of its kind in Princeton, being 54 by 80 feet. 

Princeton is fast becoming one of the best markets for the farmers’ products of any town in these parts. 

June 23, 1904 – Messrs. Neuymeyer and Cheney arrived here from Milwaukee last week with their 

families and have taken up residences on Main street. They have leased a lot of Mrs. Seefeldt and have 

begun building their shop on what is called Mechanic Street. We are informed that the machinery will 

arrive from Chicago this week and that they will get things in readiness for work as soon as possible. The 

gentlemen are hustling young men and we bespeak for them success in their undertaking. 

June 30, 1904 – Princeton State Bank protected – Mr. J.J. Maxwell, the genial cashier of the Princeton 

State Bank, informs us that after several weeks trial, he is more than pleased with the Automatic 

Electrical System and Steel Vault Lining, which was installed a few weeks ago by the American Bank 

Protection Company of Minneapolis. Before equipping their vault with this system, these bankers had 

given their depositors the best protection that had been offered, but after the invention and production 

of this device, they concluded they could not afford to be without it. When burglaries are of such 

frequent occurrence as they are at the present time, it is the shrewd conservative bankers that provide 

all the protection available for themselves and their customers. The vault of the Princeton State Bank is 

lined, top, bottom and all sides with double plates of steel insulated and charged with electricity. The 

vault door is also thoroughly lined with steel and all parts are so adjusted that any attempt to tamper 

with the vault will be the means of starting several large gongs ringing furiously. The powerful batters 

which furnish power for this entire system are in a beautiful hardwood cabinet which stands inside the 

vault; this cabinet also contains the switchboard, two large alarm gongs, two test bells and two electrical 

timers which automatically control the whole system, setting as time locks for the vault, making it 

impossible for even the banker to enter the vault during the hours of the night without turning in the 

alarm. The fact that the bank has procured at considerable expense the best-known protection, should 

be a factor in increasing their already large list of depositors. 

June 30, 1904 – Chiropractor has office in Barthol block. 

June 30, 1904 – Theo Dumdey arrived from Wausau the latter part of last week. He has leased the 

building of Wm. Schade and will conduct a saloon and restaurant in it. 

June 30, 1904 – Postmaster Tucker, commander of the local GAR post, has purchased two photos of 

battle flags of the 36th Wisconsin Infantry. They are beautiful mementos. Mr. Tucker was a member of 

the 36th Infantry. His comrade, Al Eygabroad, is the recipient of one of the photos. 

June 30, 1904 – J. W. Shew has put a fine plate glass front into his store building, which improves the 

building greatly. 

June 30, 1904 – The Sunday passenger train killed three cows belonging to Wm. Roberts of the town of 

Princeton. Mr. Roberts was driving the cattle across the railroad track when the unseen trained rushed 

around the curve and killed three of the animals. Mr. Roberts narrowly escaped injury as one of the 

beasts was thrown forcibly near him. 

June 30, 1904 – JM Koeser catches speckled trout, weighing two ounces less than four pounds. It was 22 

inches in length and the local sports say it is the finest fish of its kind they have seen for years. Fishing in 

White River with S. Currier. 



June 30, 1904 – Mr. Philip Lehner, an attorney, has established an office in Princeton. He was born on a 

farm at Ackerville, Washington county, of German parents. He attended the public schools and later 

graduated from the Hartford high school He also taught school at Cedar Creek, Wis. He took a full course 

of law at the University of Wisconsin and was graduated from there with high honors. During his course 

at the university he was a member of the Law club and the Forum Debating Society. He was a leader in 

debate and oratory while pursuing his course. Attorney Lehner comes here highly recommended as a 

lawyer and trustworthy, upright young man. He is an excellent scholar in both German and English, and 

we bespeak for him a successful practice and career. 

July 7, 1904 – Miss Edna Lichtenberg returned Tuesday evening from a visit with Ripon relatives. 

July 7, 1904 – Prof. Theo Voss is meeting with excellent success as principal of the German schools at 

Oshkosh. 

July 7, 1904 – Keys is selling his tent. 16x30 

July 7, 1904 – O.M Maulick has leased the American House sample room and will operate the same in 

the future. Otto is one of our popular and successful business men. He is a hustler and a fellow whom 

the boys all like. 

July 7, 1904 – Miss Lottie Whittemore returned Tuesday from a couple of weeks spent at Marshfield 

with Mr. and Mrs. L.J. Whittemore. She was accompanied on her return by Mrs. L.J. Whittemore and 

son, who will visit here. 

July 7, 1904 - There was a good attendance at the annual school meeting Tuesday evening. The report of 

the board showed that the school building is entirely paid for and a good sum left in the treasury 

besides. The school board have been careful and considerate in the management of the affairs of the 

district and Princeton is to be congratulated on having such am excellent school board. H.E. Megow, the 

director, was elected to succeed himself. … His family are in attendance in every department in the 

school and he takes a live interest in the treatment of the educational needs.  

July 14, 1904 – June 2 village board minutes. Michael McCugo submits low bid for cement sidewalk at 10 

cents per square foot and twenty five cents for running foot for curbing. Liquor license bonds ok’d 

July 14, 1904 – Albert Walter, a graduate of the Epinham College of Photography, has purchased a half 

interest I the Keys’ new photo studio.  

July 14, 1904 – Theo. Dumdie, of Wausau, has leased the building on Water Street of Wm. Schade and 

will conduct a boarding house and saloon. Mr. Dumdie was born in Princeton but moved away about 18 

years ago. The name of the house will be The Fox River House. 

July 14, 1904 – Mrs. M. Bartel of Brooklyn is visiting his daughters of Berlin for a few days. 

July 14, 1904 – there has been considerable talk as to whether or not Princeton was to celebrate 

German Day this year. It was celebrated two years ago and was a great success in all ways. … One week 

later it was decided to hold the celebration Thursday, Sept. 15. J.E. Hennig Sr. elected fest president. 

Formed a chorus society for “everybody who has a musical ear.” 

July 14, 1904 – Fire broke out about three o’clock Sunday afternoon in the Polish church. It originated in 

the southeast room of the church, the priest’s dressing room. The fire spread but little before it was 



gotten under control, but considerable damage was done nevertheless. The investments of the pastor 

were in this room, and they were nearly all burned or badly damaged. The damage is estimated at 

$1,000. The origin of the fire is unknown. 

July 14, 1904 – Second annual picnic of the St. John Polish school was held Sunday in Wyse’s grove. The 

receipts for the day were over $300 despite rain in the afternoon. 

July 14, 1904 – A subscription paper has been circulated thru the village for the purpose of erecting a 

band stand and having weekly band concerts. It has met with success and the stand will be erected. 

Concerts will be given every Thursday evening. 

July 21, 1904 – R.M. Foster. Dentist. Over First National Bank. 

July 21, 1904 – H.B. Harris of Fond du Lac has taken the contract from Mr. McCugo and is laying the 

cement walks in the village. The stretch of walk from Whittemore’s corner to the American House is 

nearly finished and looks fine. Walk will be built from the new building being erected by B.H. Shew to 

the meat market of Mrs. C. Hennig. 

July 21, 1904 – Julius Kohnke has purchased the shoe store of Carl A. Worm. 

July 21, 1904 – WJ Mesick, the implement dealer, also selling windmills and pumps, rigs and buggies. 

July 28, 1904 – The new band stand is completed and the painting of it has been nearly finished. It is a 

neat structure and a credit to the band and the city.  

July 28, 1904 – Postmaster Tucker, F.S. Merrill, E.S. Sears and J.M. Stimson will attend the national GAR 

encampment at Boston. 

July 28, 1904 – Moving pictures at Turner Hall Saturday evening. 

August 4, 1904 – The work of putting in the cement walks in the village is now completed for the 

present. This week walk has been laid in front of, and on the side of, Senator Morse’s residence 

property. This work has made a great improvement in the looks of the village and we understand it is 

the idea of the village board to have no more board walks laid. As soon as new walks become necessary 

those of cement will be put in. 

August 4, 1904 – J.H. Kohnke, successor to C.A. Worm, Fine Shoes. Green Block. Repairing while you 

wait. 

August 4, 1904 – Village board proceedings from July 7. Clerk shall notify Gottlieb Luedtke to remove all 

obstructions from Water and Mechanic streets adjoining his property or it will be removed by the board 

at his expense.  Build cement walk from Hermann Gorr’s to the post office block. Bonds of E.A. Lueck to 

keep a saloon on water lot no. 25 in the Megow block accepted. $200. 

August 11, 1904 – Gasoline boats making their way up and down Fox. 

August 11, 1904 – The main street is being covered with crushed granite, which will make a decided 

improvement to the looks of the street. 

August 11, 1904? – Last Sunday is a day long to be remembered by the Princeton base ball “fans” as 

they had the opportunity of witnessing one of the best games of ball ever played by two amateur teams.  



…  From the start the snap characteristic thruout the game was on and every player meant to be loyal to 

his town so far as able.  … The teams fought inch by inch and when the game was over the score stood 2 

to 4 in Montello’s favor. The losers, however, were not disgraced as they had played as they never 

played before.  …  One fact we hesitate to relate which might have changed the score was the poor 

rooting on the part of the Princeton supporters. This was plainly shown in the ninth inning when 

enthusiasm was aroused to such an extent that the Montello visitors began to look which way or ways 

led to the woods. 

August 11?, 1904 – Mr. and Mrs. Fred Yahr of Milwaukee were guests of W.R. Yahr and family over 

Sunday. They came from that city in their automobile. 

August 11?, 1904 – Peter Bartol and Misses Frances Bartol and Frances Gesella of Berlin were visitors in 

this vicinity over Sunday. Mr. Bartol made us a call Saturday. 

Sept. 14, 1904 – Publish on Wed. so workers can celebrate German Day on Thursday. 

Sept. 14, 1904 – A residence is being built on the German school property for Principal Kambe. 

Sept. 14 1904 – Diving horses coming to Waushara County Fair. 

Sept. 22, 1904 – C.A. Worm will open a cobbler’s shop in the McKinney building the last of next week. 

Sept. 22, 1904 – Band stand cost $164.16. 

Sept. 22, 1904 – Der Deutscher Tag Thursday, Sept. 15th, was German Day. The day was an ideal one for 

the celebration and the crowd gathered early and by noon there as an immense crowd gathered early 

and by noon there was an immense crowd in town. Three arches had been erected across the street at 

different points of the main street, which, together with the residences and business places decorated 

with the American and German colors and flags and the German signs that adorned the business houses, 

presented a very pleasing appearance. The arches were illuminated with electric lights in the evening 

and made a very pretty effect. The program of the day was carried out in full. The little German band 

appeared early in the morning and woke the people up to the fact that there was something doing. 

Races were held in the forenoon. At one o’clock the boat, loaded with immigrants, left Warnke’s Park 

and was towed down the river to Mesick’s dock, where the immigrants alighted, causing much 

amusement by the funny costumes they wore. Immediately after the landing of the immigrants, the 

parade passed thru the streets, and the excellence of it reflects much credit to those who had charge of 

this part of the program. The floats were many and portrayed German life. After the parade speeches 

were made by Rev. Hoyer in German and Hon. J.J. Wood of Berlin in English.   … The “Concordia” singing 

society, composed of Princeton people, sand at the two stands and their singing brot forth much 

favorable comment.  … 175 tickets were sold to dance that night … The celebration was a success in all 

ways and it is hoped that it will be made an annual celebration. It drew a large crowd and wall who were 

here felt that they would have missed an enjoyable day had they not attended. Princeton’s Deutscher 

Tag was certainly a success.” 

Oct. 6, 1904 – Village board minutes Aug. 4. Morse pays for half of sidewalk at his residence.  

Oct. 6, 1904 – Ad for the Mystic washer sold by Wm. Schroeder. 



Oct. 13, 1904 – Village board minutes from Sept. 1. New roof for village hall. Theo Dreblow gets contract 

to paint and paper village hall for $17.48.  

Oct. 13, 1904 – A card catalog system has been adopted by the school librarian. 

Oct. 13, 1904 – Senior class officers, President, Arthur Megow; vice president, Edna Hennig; secretary 

and treasurer, Clarissa Whittemore. They chose gold and white as their class colors and the violet for 

their flower. Class motto: Ever Onward. Members of senior class are Arthur Megow, Leona Mittlestaedt, 

Frances Wight, Clarissa Whittemore, Edna Hennig. … Earl Steward, last year’s graduate, now a Berlin 

high school senior, called on us Friday of last week. 

Oct. 13, 1904 – Wm. Nowack has baby girl. 

Oct. 13, 1904 – The German Dancing Party given Friday evening by the young men of Princeton was a 

decided success. The attendance was not large but this tended toward the enjoyment of those who 

were present. The ladies wore German costumes, as also did some of the gentlemen. 

Oct. 13, 1904 – B.H. Shew’s building is nearly completed. L. Picus moved his stock of goods into it the 

fore part of the week and the upper rooms will soon be ready for occupancy as the lodge rooms of the 

Odd Fellows. 

Oct. 20, 1904 – A.F. Hennig informs us that he has purchased the marble and granite monument 

business of J.E. Hennig and that he will continue business at the old place. 

Oct. 20, 1904- Albert Hopkins, who will be remembered by the old residents here, having lived here a 

number of years ago, died last Thursday at his home in Canton, South Dakota, of pneumonia and 

paralysis. 

Oct. 20, 1904 – Yesterday we had the pleasure of being shown thru the St. John’s Polish church on the 

west side. The church has been in the hands of decorators for the past nine weeks and its interior now 

presents a very fine appearance. The walls and ceiling of the church have painted very artistically, and 

sixteen hand-painted pictures have been placed on its walls. The work has been under contract by I. 

Sawicki of Milwaukee. The congregation can well be proud of their church, which is the finest in this 

section. 

Oct. 20, 1904 – School notes by Edna Hennig – We understand that the majority of the teachers are 

taking a course in German from Prof. Kambe. No doubt they are learning a great deal of German but as 

yet no one of them has used any of their newly acquired knowledge. 

Oct. 27. 1904 – Philip Lehner candidate for district attorney 

Oct. 27, 1904 – Princeton State Bank getting steel ceiling. 

Nov. 3, 1904 – Fred Rochwite going into saloon business with brother Ed in Markesan 

Nov. 3, 1904 – The Odd Fellows and Rebekahs have moved into their new rooms in the Shew building.  

Nov. 3, 1904 – Murmors are afloat that the high school department may be fitted with electric lights in 

the near future. 



Nov. 10, 1904 – The Fair store in Shew building, two doors east of former place of business (old HH 

Harmon property) 

Nov. 10, 1904 – Republicans win. La Follette. Roosevelt. The prohibition ticket received three votes in 

Princeton. The social Democratic ticket was given eight votes in Princeton. Wis. Legislature – 101 

Republicans, 26 Democrats and 5 social democrats. Roosevelt carried the village by 11????or 162???. 

Never in the history of Princeton has a Republican president received such a majority. O. F. Yahr elected 

clerk of circuit court. Philip Lehner elected district attorney. Town of Princeton went for Roosevelt and 

Peck.  

Nov. 10, 1904 – Herman Sommers of the new firm F.A. Sommers & Son made us a pleasant call Friday. 

The new firm will handle a general line of machinery. They will do up-to-date plumbing, windmill work, 

etc. Fred Sommers has been in the business for the past 14 years. The new firm is located in the 

buildings occupied formerly by Welk & Lambrecht. WHERE? 

Nov. 10, 1904 – Obit from Sioux Falls Daily on AC Hopkins. 

Nov. 10, 1904 – Princeton now has three cigar factories. The firm of Ziebell & Zwerg, composed of A.E. 

Ziebell and J.H. Zwerg have this week started a factory on the west side. 

Nov. 10, 1904 – Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bartol of Berlin visit friends. 

Nov. 10, 1904 – WW Whittemore is materially improving his building by placing a plate glass front. 

Nov 17, 1904 – Village board minutes Oct. 6. Raise the following tax: $835 road tax and $2200 village 

tax. $500 less than last year. 

Nov. 24, 1904 – Smith’s restaurant will serve turkey supper Thursday night. 

Nov. 24, 1904 – Frank Mueller is having a system of water works placed in his house. 

Nov. 24, 1904 – Photographer W.H. Elkington leaves for Jennings, Louisiana. 

Dec. 1, 1904 – Father Phelan transferred from Neshkoro to Montello after two years. 

Dec. 1, 1904 – S. Hirsch has opened up an establishment on the west side of the river for the repairing of 

furs. 

Dec. 1, 1904 – Chas. Hermann & Son, the progressive furniture and undertaking establishment, have 

fitted up a nicely furnished and finely arranged room on the second floor of their building for the display 

of undertaking goods. 

Dec. 8, 1904 – Miss Lucy Capman has left her position of day operator at the central telephone office 

and will leave in about a week for Fond du Lac, where she will work in the central office. Miss Ida 

Goodland of Oshkosh has taken Miss Capman’s place here. Miss Selma Ernst is night operator. 

Dec. 8, 1904 – Maulick & Klawitter’s bowling alleys opened up last evening. The alleys have been 

repolished and put into fine shape. This sport, which has always been popular here, will no doubt be 

more so this season. The alleys were well patronized last evening. 



Dec. 8, 1904 – Quite a number were excused from school on Wednesday, it being fair day. This fact is 

not looked upon with favor on the part of the teachers, and they wish that the parents could find it 

possible to do away with this necessity. – Hurrah for electric lights and a new principal’s desk. - Dora 

Lueck.  

Dec. 8, 1904 – Fred Caldwell in trouble in St. Louis. 

Dec. 15, 1904 – B.H. Shew the architect, has established a new industry in the city. He is manufacturing 

building stone of sand and cement. The manufactured cement building stone are a fine stone for the 

purpose and Mr. Shew puts them on the market at one half what granite stone costs. It is claimed that 

the stone gets harder year and year and will not wear or chip off in a century. The stone yard is located 

on E. Hall’s lot in the east part of the city. 

Dec. 15, 1904 – Mrs. David Green obit. 

Dec. 22, 1904 – Princeton Creamery Association for month of October: 270,985 pounds of milk received; 

average test butte fat, 4.3; butter made, 154,932 pounds; price paid for butter to patrons, 20 cents. 

Average pride per cwt. 1.06. Number of patrons, 169. S.E Morse president. Joe HoffmGan, vice 

president. Herman Spooner, secretary; A. Loshinski, treasurer; R.H. Clark, salesman. Directors: John 

Sullivan, J. Drill, Gus Schutlz, Frank Nowak and Herman Krueger. Mr. Zastrow is butter maker. 

Dec. 22, 1904 – Turning school meets twice a week. Class of 20 boys 

-- 

1905 – Starts with March 

March 1905 – Denist R.M. Foster moves above First National Bank. 

March 1905 – G. Luedtke still selling buggies, carriges and surreys. Erich Mueller selling Singer sewing 

machines, organs, pianos, washing machines and gasoline engines. 

March 1905 – Turners talk about enlarging hall. 

March 1905 – The question as to whether or not the village shall purchase the electric light plant here 

will come before the people next Tuesday. We favor the buying of the plant by the village if it can be 

purchased at at actual cost and the stockholders state they will sell in that way. 

March 1905 – George V. Kelly threatens Star with libel for incorrect statement of his expense account. 

March 1905 – B.J. Oelke recently installed a three horsepower Fuller & Johnson gasoline engine in his 

meat market. Erich Mueller sold the engine and did the work of putting it in shape. 

March 1905 – The local declamatory contest was held at Turner Hall last Friday night. The hall was 

crowded with an enthusiastic audience. High school – First, Frances Wight; second, Clarissa Whittemore; 

tird, Letha Borst; fourth, Curll Merrill. Grammar school – fist, Lucille Dehde; second, Jennie Whyte; third, 

Lillian Morse; fourth, Clara Whyte. League contest will be at Omro on April 14.  

March 1905 – Mrs. J.E. Hennig and Mrs. C.A. Worm plan spring millinery opening. 



March 1905 – A local aerie of the Fraternal Order of Eagles will be organized here the evening of Friday, 

April 8. Over 50 members will be initiated. 

April 6 1905 – March 2 Village Board minutes. Special meeting held March 13. Decide to invite public to 

meeting March 21 at the village hall to get the opinion of the taxpayers on whether to buy the Citizens’ 

Electric Light & Power Company and decide whether it should be left to a vote at the next village 

election. 

April 13, 1905 – The proposition to buy the plant of the Citizens’ Electric Light & Power Co. was carried 

by a vote of 166-123. The village board will purchase the plant if it can be secured at a reasonable figure. 

Authorize up to $12,000. 

April 13, 1905 – The high school has received a fine supply of laboratory apparatus. 

April 13, 1905 – Bert Shew, Ed Zierke and Robert Schaal visit Oshkosh, Fond du Lac and Appleton to look 

over stages in opera houses preparatory to drawing plans for the new stage for Turner Hall. 

April 13, 1905 – Geo. V. Kelley elected county superintendent over H.A. Price, of Markesan. Kelley had a 

338-vote majority in Princeton. 893 overall. Price’s only win came in Markesan, and only by 16 votes. 

“The Republic is sorry that Mr. Price would countenance the telling and publishing of such campaign 

trash as he and F.E. Clark put out in the campaign. It will teach him and Clark that the voters are too 

intelligent to be humbugged by such gross deception.” 132 women voted in Princeton; 127 for Kelley. 

Kelley says: I must inform F.E. Clark that I find that I cannot procure damages against him for libel 

because my many friends about the county tell me that Clark’s misstatements and campaign lies made 

me votes.” Republic says “Study your law and let society and politics alone for a while.” 

June 8, 1905 – L. Starks Co. dealer in flour and feed. G.A. Durkee, manager. 

June , 1905 -  Princeton High School team defeats Ceresco school team 19-9. 

June 8, 1905 – E.P. Megow, of Cranberry Center, is selling “best location in the village,” west of 

Nickodem Bros. store and east of H.E. Megow. Asking $1,375. business 

Princeton Republic-Star nameplate. Republic established 1867. Star established 1902. Consolidated July 

20, 1905. 

Sept. 14, 1905 – Short front-page story on wonderful Princeton with familiar photos. A Good Place to 

Live. 1st local photos on Page 1? 

Sept. 14, 1905 – Business ad for Julie Kohnke, fine shoes. One door east of post office. 

Sept. 1905 – Ad says H. Schulthies is cashier of First National Bank 

Sept. 1905 – Joe Nickodem has entered the grammar department. 

Sept. 1905 – The store now occupied by Nickodem Bros. will soon be vacated by them, and a stock 

company will be formed to conduct a general merchandise business in that building. Anyone having 

$100 or upward to invest in a good thing, with no chance of loss, which is guaranteed, will do well to call 

and see me and secure further particulars. S.M. Eggleston. 



Sept. 1905 – Mrs. C.A. Worm has moved her millinery establishment from the rear of G. Teske & Sons 

store to the building recently vacated by J.W. Kohnke in the Green block on lower Water Street. 

Sept. 28, 1905 – A.F. Henning has Princeton Marble & Granite Works just east of the bridge. 

Sept. 28, 1905 – J.E. Hennig Jr., harness maker, is first door south of Luedtke’s Wagon Shop. 

Sept. 28,  – Denist R. M. Foster is over the new bank. 

Sept. 28, 1905 – H.E. Tucker, tonsorial artist, is in Demell block. Dr. A. G. Giese in the former Straight 

office first door east of Tuner Hall. Dr. A.L. Travis is over State Bank. Philip Lehner is over State Bank. 

Sept. 28, 1905 – Senior class officers are Mace Morse, president; Clarissa Whittemore, vice president; 

Leona Mittlestaedt, secretary; Frances Wight, treasurer. Class colors are pink and white. Flower, 

carnations. Motto: Step by Step. 

Sept. 28, 1905 – Former Principal James Kelley is attending University of Kansas. 

October 5, 1905 – Teske’s new glass front to their store building is about completed and the appearance 

of the store building is much improved. 

October 5, 1905 – Mrs. C. A. Scovel has dressmaking and ladies tailoring parlors in National Bank 

building. 

October 12, 1905 – Emil and Herman Klawitter erecting ice house on Schade property. 

October 12, 1905 – Attorney Clark moves to Appleton, keeps office here with Edward Wendlandt of 

Manchester. 

October 12, 1905 – At their meeting last Thursday evening the village board established rates for electric 

light service. The rate will be on the meter plan, 8 cents per thousand watts, and if not paid within ten 

days, 12 cents per thousand watts. The minimum rate will be 50 cents a month. Postals will be sent to 

each user of light each month stating amount due, which will be payable at First National Bank. The flat 

rate will be as before the plant was purchased by the village. G.A. Weinkauf was elected secretary,, 

salary $50 per annum. 

October 12, 1905 – The opening dance of the new Turner Hall will be held Friday evening, Oct. 27th. 

Princeton now has a hall that it may well feel proud of. The hall has been lengthened about thirty feet 

and a new large stage erected, finely fitted up with state scenery. A complete outfit of waterworks has 

been installed, dining room fitted up, repainted and galvanized iron siding put on the building. This has 

put the Turn Verein to an expense of $6,000. They will hold an opening dance on Friday evening, 

October 27th, and the citizens of Princeton should show their appreciation of this enterprise by 

attending the dance or at least purchasing a ticket. Come out and enjoy dancing on the new big floor, as 

well as to help a good cause along. Weinkauf’s orchestra of ten pieces will furnish new dance music for 

this occasion. 

November 2, 1905 – The Turners’ opening dance, which was held Friday evening, was a decided success. 

Upwards of 300 tickets were sold. As the people came into the hall, they were much surprised to note 

the great change in the appearance of the interior of the building. The hall proper has been lengthened 

about twenty-five feet and a fine new stage erected, including a beautiful arch. The walls are covered 



with oil paintings representing the four seasons of the year, which are the work of artist F.M. Caldwell, 

who deserves much credit for the excellence of the work. Our people had not heretofore appreciated 

the artistic talent of this gentleman. … Orchestra gave concert of about an hour prior to the dancing. 

Supper served by wives and daughters of Turn Verein. “Taken all in all the opening dance was one of the 

most enjoyable Princeton ever had, and the attendance, and the ready sale of the tickets, shows that 

the people appreciate the efforts of the Princeton Turn Verein in furnishing a hall that does the town 

credit. 

November 2, 1905 – W.A. Keyes has recently constructed a contrivance, whereby a stern paddle wheel 

on a boat may be run by a marine engine, and also be reversed. Mr. Keys is taking steps to have the 

invention patented. 

November 9, 1905 – Wm. Schade – I have opened the Fox River House and I am ready to accommodate 

all wishing to board by the day or week. 

November 9, 1905 – Eggleston paying cash for furs, hides and pelts by the bridge. 

November 9, 1905 – The Majestic Manufacturing Co. of St. Louis, Missouri, will have a man at G. Schaal’s 

hardware store all next week who will show you how to bake biscuits brown top and bottom in three 

minutes. Don’t miss this chance of seeing the great cooking wonder. Free souvenirs. 

November 9, 1905 – J.W. Shew captured a live tarantula on a bunch of bananas and since its capture the 

tarantula has hatched out young ones. He has the curiosities on exhibition at his grocery store. 

November 16, 1905 – Mary and Nellie Gibbons have dressmaking parlors over W.R. Yahr’s hardware 

store formerly occupied by Dr. Mary Wells. 

November 16, 1905 – Last Sunday evening the Liederkranz of St. John Lutheran church celebrated the 

25th anniversary of the active membership of its president, Mr. G.J. Krueger. … Shortly after six o-clock 

he was called away. On his return he found the house full of guests (about 60). Gold watch engraved 

with his initials and dates 1880-1905. He expressed his thanks in very touching words. Left at midnight. 

Nov. 23, 1905 – Rev. Wozny has a new automobile. It is a beautiful looking machine. It has great speed 

and seems to glide over the roads in good shape. 

Nov. 23, 1905 – Kinkel & Hoyer. Chas. Kinkel’s tailoring establishment. 

Nov. 23, 1905 – Great interest is being manifested in bowling here. The local alley operated by O.M. 

Maulick is open every evening and the local bowlers are taking advantage of the that new sport. 

Nov. 30, 1905 – It is the Fox River Arie of Eagles No. 1036. 

Nov. 30, 1905 – O.M. Maulick and J.E. Hennig involved in Oshkosh Excelsior & Woodenware Company. 

Bartol Dec. 7, 1905 – M. Bartol of Brooklyn was in the city Monday. 

Business Dec. 7, 1905 – Marvin W. Eggleston’s picture gallery for rent near the bridge. 

School Dec. 7, 1905 – Some of the high school students are already teachers elsewhere. 

School Dec. 7, 1905 – Principal has rule that students study 60 minutes each evening. 



Factory Dec. 7, 1905 – Grant Thomas, president of the Thomas Overall Company, gets married. “He is 

president and manager of the Thomas Overall Co. here and he is making the enterprise a big success.” 

Business Dec. 7, 1905 – W.B. Reynolds has milk route in village. 

Dec. 21, 1905 – Taxes increase $1000 but not due to electric plant. 

Electric Dec. 21, 1905 – For the benefit of some of the citizens who have wrong impressions in regard to 

the “flat rates” of our system of electric lighting I would like to offer the following explanation: There are 

three “flat rates”, residence flat rate, business flat rate and saloon flat rate. Patrons who are paying 

residence flat rate really have no right to burn their lights during the whole time the current is on, unless 

occasion requires it. The plant no longer belongs to individuals or a corporation but is owned and 

operated by the people therefore, it behooves all to be economical in the use of lights. Lights which are 

supposed to be burned the maximum limit of time are charge for all the rate of 45 cents a month per 16 

candle power. When a residence flat rate patron burns his lights the full quota of time he is doing an 

injustice to his economical neighbor. J.E. Hennig, manager. 

Factory Dec. 21, 1905 – We are informed by Mr. F. Kleiber that a new factory for the manufacture of 

overalls is soon to commence operating in our village. Will commence business Feb. 1, 1906. 

Schools Dec. 21, 1905 – As required by law, Green Lake County held its first school convention Dec. 19 in 

Dartford. Discussions included improving sanitary conditions in schools, tools of the modern school, 

hiring and retaining teachers, and the consolidation of schools, as being carried out in other states. 

“Altogether a very enthusiastic 175 members of school boards were present, among the number one 

woman, Mrs. G. Phelps, of Markesan. 

Dec. 21, 1905 – There will be a meeting of the stockholders of the Citizens Electric Light & Power 

Company on Dec. 27, 1905, to pass a resolution to dissolve the corporation. It will require a two-thirds 

vote to pass each resolution and all stockholders are urged to be present. Philip Lehner, secretary 

Business Dec. 21, 1905 – For Rent: The stone general store building formerly occupied by Nickodem 

Bros. Inquire of Ernest Eggleston. 

1906 

Jan. 4, 1906 – The first State Civil Service Examination will be held at Dartford Saturday, January 6th, 

1906. Salaries range from $350 to $1,800 per year. 

Jan. 4, 1906 – President E.D. Morse of the Citizens Electric Light & Power Company stated today the old 

company has disbanded and surrendered their charter. The last meeting of the board of directors was 

held last week. At this meeting an extra dividend of $4 a share was declared. This makes a total dividend 

of $14 on each $25 share. The stockholders are very pleased with this realization on their stock and are 

grateful to the officers and management of rather good business administration. Our lighting plant is 

considered one of the best in the country and for the excellent quality of light furnished and the xxxx it 

has no equal. 

Jan. 4, 1906 – The creamery inspector has made a report on the condition of the Princeton Creamery 

Association. His report is a fine tribute to the officers and management of the association. It is as 

follows: President, Silas Morse. Buttermaker, F.W. Zastrow. Average test, 3.75 percent; butter yield, 4.68 



percent; and overrun 24 percent. At last payment. Sampling and testing, composite, semimonthly; loss 

of fat in skim milk, .02 percent; loss of fat in skim milk .02 percent; loss of fat in buttermilk, .05 percent; 

no starter is used. Skim milk was divided by automatic weigher; drainage tiled to creek a short distance 

away; no bad odor in creamery; skim milk tank upstairs, clean; buttermilk tank inside factory, clean; 

condition of building, good; condition of apparatus, good; condition of patrons’ milk cans, generally fair, 

some quite neglected; condition of milk in cans, fair, except a few cans tainted. Remarks: A number of 

samples of milk found below standard. 

January 11, 1906 – Shew is at Milwaukee this week for convention of cement workers. He intends to 

purchase a cement brick machine while there. 

January 11, 1906 – A. Swanke & Co. – We have sold our business and must have all accounts paid. And … 

The latter part of last week the deal was closed, whereby the wagon shop, foundry building, stock and 

all property belonging to the estate of August Swanke Sr., deceased, with the exception of the home 

residence, was transferred by the heirs to Albert Mueller. The old stone wagon shop is one of the 

landmarks of Princeton. It was erected by Mr. Swanke nearly forty years ago and at that time was 

considered a great improvement to the business interests of our town. 

January 11, 1906 – Earl Stewart, of Princeton, was one of the fourteen members of the Ripon College 

football squad for the season of 1905 who yesterday received the big R in recognition of the plucky fight 

the team made during the season against overwhelming odds which would have driven less game 

players out of the game for the season. 

January 11, 1906 – State Bank annual meeting. The past year has been the most prosperous of any since 

this bank was first organized in 1893. 

January 11, 1906 – First National Bank annual meeting. The semiannual dividend of three percent was 

paid to the stockholders 

January 11, 1906 – J.E. Hennig Jr. has sold his harness business to Emil Hennig. Shop first door south of 

Luedtke’s wagon shop. Jule resigned from village board and bought meat market in Markesan with Gust 

Hennig. 

January 18, 1906 – History 25 years ago. 

January 18, 1906 – Dr. C.H. Affeldt, veterinarian, barn opposite Luedkte’s machine shop. 

January 25, 1906 – Scarlet fever in town. Mild. Under control. School remains open.  

January 25, 1906 – An electric bell is being installed at the depot. This is an improvement that will be 

appreciated, warning people approaching the track of oncoming trains. 

January 25, 1906 – Oscar Tassler has purchased the saloon business of Gust Klawitter. 

January 25, 1906 – The Sunday Milwaukee Sentinel contained a cut and writeup of Mr. Timothy Sullivan 

of the town of Princeton. Mr. Sullivan has been school clerk of School District No. 7, of the town of 

Princeton, for the past forty years, with the exception of a leave of absence in the Sixties when he 

visited New York.  … Sentinel says he is the oldest school officer, in terms of service, in the state. They 

say that Mr. Sullivan is the dean of school officers of Wisconsin.  … Mr. Sullivan is approaching his 80th 



year. He is in quite good health and is active for his age. He was born in Ireland, He has for over half a 

century made his home in the town of Princeton. 

January 25, 1906 – Messrs. C.E. Gavin and John Kinney of Fond du Lac were in the city Tuesday and 

made arrangements for the opening of a roller-skating rink here at Turner Hall. Admission 10 cents; ball 

bearing skates 15 cents. “Roller skating was a great fad about twenty years ago, as many of our older 

people will remember, and within the past year the sport has been revived and is as popular as it was 

years ago, or more so, owning to the fact that skates are much improved. 

Feb. 1, 1906 – Frank Mueller’s 39th birthday.  

Feb. 1, 1906 – Gid Lamp has recently purchased an incubator with a capacity of 120 eggs and will enter 

the business of selling young chickens for the market. 

Feb. 8, 1906 – History 20 years ago. Frank Yahr has become sole owner of the Yahr lumber yard (1886) 

Feb. 8, 1906 – Board minutes Oct 10, 1905 – Village President J.E. Hennig Sr. will serve as general 

manager of electric light department until his term as president expires; clerk G.A. Weinkauf will be 

secretary. Fred Sterns, electrician of the Citizens’ Electric Light & Power Co., hired at salary of $50 per 

month. … Oct. 13, 1905 – Meter rate set at 12 cents per 1,000 watts, can reduce by four cents if pay by 

10th of the month. Other rates remain same.  

Feb. 8. 1906 – Andrews glass blowers have opened in the Eggleston stone building, and will be here the 

balance of the week, having on exhibition glass blowing in all its finery. 

Feb. 8, 1906 – Eagles first masquerade ball a success. 

Feb. 8, 1906 – Dr. Lamke Holliday back in town.Mrs.  

Feb. 15. 1906 – MW Eggleston has photo studio by the bridge. 

Feb. 15, 1906 – St. John’s Catholic Church has purchased of Ross, Schift and Weinnece through their 

agent, J.E. Hennig, of this city, a beautiful pipe organ. We understand the price paid for the instrument 

was $1,500. It is said to be an excellent instrument, excelling everything in the line of organs in this part 

of the country. It will soon be installed in the church. Rev. Wozney and the trustees of St. John’s church 

are to be congratulated on the work they are doing in beautifying and making comfortable this large 

church. St. John’s Catholic Church today is one of the largest and finest furnished churches in the state 

outside of Milwaukee. 

Feb. 22, 1906 – Mrs. Carl Barthol gets rocking chair. 

March 1, 1906 – AJ Stincel severed his connection with WR Yahr and in the course of a week will open a 

tin smith and repair shop with G.A. Weinkauf. Eave troughs, furnace work, etc. 

March 8, 1906 – The Thomas Overall Co. is now working to its capacity, fifty machines being in 

operation. 

March 29, 1906 - McCormick Harvesting Machinery ad by G. Luedtke 

March 29, 1906 – Nickodem Bros., Carl Barthol and Andrew Drill have recently purchased new National 

cash registers to be placed in their business places. 



March 29, 1906 – Few paragraphs of early local history. 

April 5, 1906 – Early local history. St. Marie. 

April 5, 1906 – Voters reject salary for board president and trustees 181-96.   

April 12, 1906 – Local history. Marquette. 

April 12, 1906 – GA Krueger & Son install large refrigerator and two large cooling rooms. 

April 12, 1906 – W.F. Jurgens has sold his grocery business at Princeton to Mrs. Emma Heidt. 

April 12, 1906 – There will be no spring duck shooting this year as there was last. The game laws for the 

state of 1906 state that there will be no open season otherwise than from Sept. 1-Jan. 1. 

April 12, 1906 – Because of increase in the attendance in the high school, thirty new single seats have 

been ordered. 

April 12, 1906 – The Wisconsin Telephone Co. has put in several new phones here lately. It would seem 

that our farmer friends about here would get lines extended into the country. In the south part of the 

county every farmer has a telephone in his house, and no amount of money could now induce them to 

take them out. 

April 12, 1906 – Village board minutes. April 5. Board appoints President JE Hennig as manager of the 

electric light department at salary of $50 per annum and clerk GA Weinkauf was secretary at $65 per 

annum. 

April 19, 1906 – Early history. Kingston. 

April 19, 1906 – Mrs. Thomas McConnell obit. 

April 26, 1906 - The management of the skating rink announces that Friday evening, April 27th, will be 

their last night in Princeton. A masquerade on skaters will be held that night. The running of the rink 

here has been a losing proposition, particularly so during the Lenten season. The rink with the closing 

night will have run twenty nights. 

April 26, 1906 – Local history. Manchester. 

April 26, 1906 – The new pipe organ at St. John’s Catholic will be ready for use the first part of May. 

Church will hold concert on day of dedication. Prof. Raphael Bayer, of Milwaukee, will preside at the 

organ. Has been organist at St. John’s Cathedral and other leading churches of Milwaukee. Miss C. 

Malek, an eminent soprano from the same city, has been engaged and will render a number of 

selections in both English and Polish languages. Weinkauf’s orchestra will also participate. 

April 26, 1906 – The village board has decide to make a considerable of improvement on the village 

park. Many are not now aware that Princeton possesses such a thing as a public park, but the plans of 

the board are to level off the ground, clean up the rubbish that has been accumulating on the lot in the 

south part of the village, which is the village park, and put the same in good condition, preparatory to 

seeding it down with grass later and making it an ornament of the village. The question arose as to 

where rubbish would be placed hereafter, and our townsman, Gustav Teske, has most kindly offered the 

use of his lot north of Main street for that purpose. 



May 3, 1906 – Firsthand account of San Francisco earthquake 

May 3, 1906 – Local history. Mackford. 

May 3, 1906 – Rookery. November 1849. Hustisford. H. (Harroun?) meets Charles Stiles on his way to 

Treat’s Landing with load of groceries, liquors, etc. for his brother in law, N.M. Parsons, who was about 

to open a tavern.  …  Said “tavern” was not finished when they got there. Mr. Buck, the contractor, was 

behind hand on account of getting suitable lumber for doors. A day or two later they had a dance in the 

tavern, with blankets and quilts hung up in the doorways in place of doors. Afterwards Parsons named 

his tavern the Farmers’ Exchange and got up a turkey shoot and the “nimrods of that day came from 

Wautoma, Berlin, Markesan and elsewhere.” A barrel of apples that froze on trip were converted into 

mince pies for the dinner that day. Parsons ran the tavern, hostelry or inn (now would be called a hotel) 

for some time afterwards. He being the owner of the village plat from north line of block 2 in this village 

south to the creek on Farmer Street, containing some 17 blocks. He afterward added two additions 

thereto. The hotel (Rookery) he rented so he could use his time in selling his lots. The writer hauled pine 

lumber from Berlin and oak board lath from Bluffton and Dartford to finish the second story of the hotel. 

The landlords that run the place since Parsons are numerous. We remember Warner, Staples, Howe, 

Brown, Sharp and others. Finally, Parsons took possession and run it until he sold out to one Thomas 

Body, who occupied it a few years. During the war several families dwelt therein and during this time it 

was named Rookery. It afterwards became the property of Gardner Green, who rented it out for 

dwelling purposes for many years and within a few years past sold to one Keipe, who recently sold to 

Herman Warnke, who is moving the old landmark further east on Dodge Street for repairs to make room 

for a new building on the place where the Rookery stood, within whose walls and under the roof were 

sheltered many Green Lake Prairie farmers who were on their way to the Wisconsin pinery with flour, 

feed, beef, pork and other produce to exchange for cash, lumber and shingles. A great many 

speculations were in early days talked over at the Farmer’s Exchange since named the Rookery, 

Princeton’s oldest landmark. H.  

May 3, 1906 – John J. Barthol of Mecan has recently remodeled the barn on his farm, which improves its 

appearance greatly. 

May 3, 1906 – Editorial about patronizing home businesses, the local cigar factories. 

May 3, 1906 – comparison of then and now – to produce 500 bushels of potatoes, etc. 

May 10, 1906 – Local history. Brooklyn. 

May 10, 1906 – St. Johns Catholic raises $48 for San Francisco relief 

May 10, 1906 – Wm. Whittemore leaves for a trip through the West. 

May 10, 1906 – Jas. L. Kelley, former principal who became lawyer, will locate in Princeton. Over Carl 

Barthol’s place. 

May 10, 1906 – The base ball fever here this season seems to be all centered in the younger element. 

The school team went to Dartford Friday afternoon and were defeated by the score of 14 to 7. Town 

boys also play Dartford and Montello. 

May 17, 1906 – Owners of Nymph. 



May 10-17, 1906 – Good ads re: Miller cigars 

May 17, 1906 – Edwin Beebe obit. A.P. Carman dies. 

May 24, 1906 – Early history. Dartford. 

May 24, 1906 – The Princeton Dramatic Club pleased a large audience Friday evening. The dramatic club 

was organized about two months ago with the purpose of producing a play for the benefit of our high 

school. “Little Buckshot” with Leo Schewe in the title role. Receipts $73.30; $37.05 set aside for piano. 

May 24, 1906 – Cashier Maxwell at the State Bank has upon his desk an old photograph of special 

interest to the older residents of Princeton. Those who have seen it estimate it was taken from 1870-

1875. Few of the old landmarks now remain, the Eggleston stone store, the “Buck Horn” saloon, 

Luedtke’s wagon shop and the building occupied by Thos. Robert’s grocery being the only buildings 

shown which are still unchanged. This picture shows a great many teams on the street and the town at 

that was evidently a busy one, as it is now. 

May 24, 1906 – Ninth-grader Alma Younker files this report about the Thomas Overall Co. plant for 

literature class. “The Princeton Overall factory is a long, red building on the west side of the Fox river. 

There are fifty-eight girls and three men working in this factory. Several of the girls make the suspenders 

for the overalls; one is overseer, three examine the overalls, and the rest sew them. Two of the men 

fold, press and pack them into boxes to be sent away. One man does the cutting. Some of the machines 

used here besides the common ones are the button setter, the buttonhole machine and the double 

stitcher. The button setter is four feet high and is made of iron. It is put in gear by pressing the foot on a 

lever. There are two cams on this machine, one for buttons and one for button heads. First the cloth is 

put under the can which contains the buttons, the lever is pressed and the button is pressed through the 

cloth. Then it is put under the other can and the buttons are fastened by the little button heads. The 

girls do not handle buttons or button heads. The button hole machine is of the same size as the common 

sewing machines. On this machine is a sharp knife one inch long and near it is a needle. The cloth is put 

under the knife, the lever is pressed and the buttonhole is cut. Then the needle sews around it without 

turning the goods. The double stitcher is two and a half feet high and the operators sit at the end 

instead of the side of it. It has two needles and outside seams are stitched here. Downstairs is the 

cutting room. In the center of the room is a long table, on which is placed the unfinished work. Near one 

of the windows one the west side of the room is a smaller table, on which the goods are cut. It is cut 

with long, sharp knives. On the average they make six hundred pairs of overalls and use six spools of 

threat a day. There are ninety-six hundred yards of threat on the spools from the Rider & Wallace Co. 

The goods used is all cotton, but there are two varieties, drill and denim. Some time ago vests were 

made here also. These were made of corduroy. In making overalls they use about ten different patterns. 

It winter the working hours are 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and in summer from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays they 

stop work at 5:00 o’clock. The building is lighted by electricity and the machinery is run by water power. 

The entire outfit is sold to jobbers, so that although enough overalls are made in a week to supply every 

citizen of Princeton, no one can get them without first sending away for them.” 

May 31, 1906 – Local history. Town of Berlin. 

May 31, 1906 – State AG issues opinion speed limit for automobiles outside of incorporated cities and 

villages not to exceed 25 miles per hour; within limits, not to exceed 12 mph. 



May 31, 1906 – The first class to graduate from the four years high school course at the high school here 

is preparing for commencement exercises, which will be held the week ending June 15th. The class 

consists of five members, Misses Edna Hennig, Leona Mittlesteadt, Frances Wight, Clarissa Whittemore 

and Mr. Mace Morse. … Class play “Just for You” on June 14 at Turner Hall. Graduating program also will 

be at Turner Hall. Dr. Richard Hughes, president of the Ripon college, will give commencement address. 

Eighth-grade graduation, large class, will be held Friday afternoon.  

May 31, 1906 – Martin Barthol of the town of Brooklyn is building a large barn and beautiful residence 

on his farm this season. 

May 31, 1906 – At a special meeting of the village board Saturday evening it was decided that the village 

would build cement sidewalks. 

May 31, 1906 – AA Manthey ad … giving away free stockbook with each dollar’s purchase of stock or 

chicken food. 

June 7, 1906 – Local history. Seneca. 

June 7, 1906 – Graduation preview. Mace Morse, salutation. Frances Wight gives the farewell to the 

school.  

June 14, 1906 – Neshkoro incorporates. 

June 14, 1906 – St. John’s Catholic church of this city, of which Father Wozney is pastor, can boast of one 

of the finest pipe organs in the northwest. It is a beautiful and costly instrument and is in harmony with 

the beautiful edifice in which it is placed, for there are few more beautiful and roomy churches in the 

state than St. John’s. The new organ was dedicated last Sunday and a very excellent musical program 

was carried out under the personal direction of Rev. Wozny. Miss C. Malek and and Prof. R. Baez, of 

Milwaukee, inspired the large audience with their excellent musical abilities and the address of Rev. 

Kruska was good. There were nearly 500 people present, representing all denominations. All were 

pleased with the excellence of the program. 

June 21, 1906 – The first graduation exercises for the Princeton High School as a four years’ course was 

elaborately carried out last week. The class consisted of five members, Mace Morse, Leona Mittelstaedt, 

Edna Hennig, Frances Wight and Clarissa Whittemore.  …  The stage was beautifully decorated for this 

occasion. Flowers artistically arranged the (Turner Hall) stage. The class colors were neatly displayed and 

in the background in large letters the class motto, “At the Foot Hills,” was in evidence. The whole effect 

was beautiful.”  Program included Weinkauf’s Orchestra, invocation by Rev. A. Beernink, Salutation by 

Mace Morse, instrumental music, advice to underclassmen by Clarissa Whittemore, class prophecy by 

Edna Hennig, Farewell to the school by Frances Wight. Class address President R.C. Hughes. Presentation 

of diplomas by Principal O.C. Olman. “In all it was a most successful week of graduation exercises. We 

have an excellent school and our graduates as they appeared before us on these graduating occasions 

reflect credit upon themselves as well as the school and the faculty that taught them.” … class history by 

Leona M. Mittelstaedt notes that class of 1904 was first graduates of three-year course – Luella Megow, 

Esther Seefeldt, Ernest Krueger, Earl Steward and Clara Krueger. “The next year Ernest, Esther, Luella 

and Clara took up teaching, while Earl completed the four years’ course in the Berlin high school, so 

there were no students left from that class to help establish a four years’ course in Princeton. Mr. James 

Kelly then resigned to take up the study of law, and Mr. Oscar Olman succeeded him. Encouraged by Mr. 



Olman and our friends we determined to remain in school and have the honor of being the first class to 

graduate from a four years’ course in the Princeton High school. Under Mr. Olman’s guidance his plans 

to establish a full four years’ course were realized. In September 1905, the requirements of the state 

university were complied with, when the German course was added to the curriculum. Two assistants 

were engaged, one a competent German teacher who could speak the language fluently, and the other 

a teacher of literature and history. The work has been successful and we now have the pleasure of 

seeing our school about to be put on the accredited list for admission to the university.  … Edna, Clarissa 

and Leona taught a fourth months term and still completed the course with the class. … the class of 

1904 forms alumni group. Three of them have already been principals of graded schools. … Mace Morse 

receives the Rhodes scholarship from Ripon College – free tuition for four years. 

The high school graduation was preceded that afternoon by common school graduation with an 

“exceptionally large” class that included Edith Weller, Norbert Mueller, Evaline Teske, Lillie Krueger, 

Gladys Travis, Bernice Travis, Nada Wight, Frank Yahr, Elsie Stein, Irmagard Maik, Bertha Fenske, Chris 

Freiheit, Gertrude Manthey, Pauline Nickodem, Ella Bethke, Della Borst, Gustav Mittlesteadt, Gladys 

Borst, Aai Whittemore, Geo. Manthey, Stanish Shurpit. 

June 28, 1906 – Very Good Local history. Princeton. Princeton addition was laid out in 1855 by H.B. Treat 

and N.M. Parsons. Parsons’ second addition was platted a little later. Flint & Treat’s addition was platted 

in 1857, Rosebrook’s in 1867, R.C. Treat’s in 1872 and W.S. Flint’s in 1875. … American House 

established in 1850. G.E. Lemont owned part of what became the American House. … The oldest church 

organizations in Princeton are the Congregational and Methodists. The Congregational society met with 

the M.E. society in a school house. They disagreed, both wanting to meet at the same time on Sunday, 

so the Congregational society built the first church in 1852. The M.E. society built a church in 1855.  …   

June 28, 1906 – Neshkoro mill burns. 

July 5, 1906 – Max Goere received the appointment of lock tender at the upper Princeton locks. 

July 5, 1906 – 13 saloon licenses. 

July 12, 1906 –  Oscar Tassler and Edward Reetz have let the contract to B.H. Shew for the erection of a 

cement building block, with brick front, on the ground now occupied by these gentlemen as saloon and 

harness shop. The building will be a fine one and will improve the looks of our business street a great 

deal. Work will be commence Monday tearing down the old building.  

July 12, 1906 – Mrs. Samuel Morse obit. In 1848 came to Green Lake county and settled on Scovel farm 

north of village. In 1848 and 1849 the village started to grow and the family moved into the village. They 

bot “the old cooke place,” which is now owned by G.A. Krueger, and Mr. Morse engaged in 

blacksmithing, owning a shop where G. Luedtke’s shop now is. 

July 12, 1906 – The store building now occupied by Chas. Herrmann & Son for sale. 

July 19, 1906 – Mrs. R.C. Treat obit. 

Aug. 3, 1906 – Joe Mackowski sells out to brother Stanish and will go to Beaver Dam.  

Aug. 10, 1906 – Erich Mueller dealer in pianos and organs 



Aug. 17, 1906 – Peter Bartol and wife and Miss Frances Bartol, of Berlin, visited relatives and friends 

here and at Neshkoro the past week. 

Aug. 17. 1906 – Wm Lueck Jr. has purchased the interest of the estate of Edw. C. Manthey, deceased in 

the business of Lueck & Manthey, and the firm name will hereafter be Wm. Lueck & Son. 

Aug. 17, 1906 – JM Koeser trying to sell building occupied by Chas. Herrmann & Son. 

Aug. 17, 1906 – A German Day meeting was held at Turner Hall Monday evening and plans started for 

the celebration of German Day. The date set for the celebration is Wednesday, September 19th. The 

largest amount of money ever raised in Princeton has been subscribed and this celebration will surely be 

Princeton’s best.  

Aug. 17, 1906 – Village board minutes. May 25, 1906. Will build three and a half blocks of cement 

sidewalk, two and a half on west side, and one on east side. June 18 – liquor licenses.  

Aug. 24, 1906 – Cemetery association note. 

Aug. 24, 1906 – Busse Brothers blacksmith partnership dissolves Rudolph retiring, Herman carrying on. 

Aug. 31, 1906 – Thomas Overall Co. closing for two weeks’ vacation and will install 20 new machines. 

Sept. 7, 1906 – A. Bornsdein, of Boston, has purchased the shoe business of J.W. Kohnke. 

Sept. 7, 1906 – Fire at Fred W. Page places six miles southeast of Princeton. 

Sept. 7, 1906 – W.J. Mesick closed the deal last week whereby Albert E. Steinke, who has long lived in 

the town of Princeton, buys the farm machinery business together with the business building and 

property of Mr. Mesick. Possession will be taken Oct. 16th.  

Sept. 7, 1906 – The Sheriff’s Posse – odd story about early days from H. 

Sept. 14, 1906 – The new building of E. Reetz and O. Tassler is progressing nicely and will soon be ready 

for occupancy. It is going to make a great improvement to the south side of Water Street. 

Sept. 14, 1906 – Old soldier Caleb Washburn dies.  

Sept. 21, 1906 – Ed Reetz has moved into his new store building. He now has one of the finest harness 

shops in this section. He will soon move his family into the living rooms above the store. O.M. Maulick 

and family will occupy the residence on Farmer Street. Oscar Tassler will occupy his saloon room in the 

course of a week or ten days. Reetz’s customers include West End Laundry in Washington, D.C. 

Sept. 21, 1906 – Eggleston photo gallery by bridge for sale for $600. Also lot adjoining Riverside Hotel 

barn for $100. 

Oct. 4-11, 1906 – Governor J.O. Davidson will speak in Princeton on the issues of the day Friday evening, 

October 19th, at Turner Hall at eight o’clock in the evening.  

Oct. 18, 1906 – C.J. Kinkel has tailoring establishment. 

Oct. 25, 1906 – Ad, photo ribless boat Whittemore is selling. 



Oct. 25, 1906 – Princeton had the honor of entertaining the chief executive of the state last Friday 

evening. The Ideal Band furnished several musical selections on the street. Weinkauf’s orchestra 

furnished music in the hall. At 8:30 Governor Davidson was introduced to the large audience that 

awaited his arrival. The governor is not an orator. He is a plain, common-sense talker. His arguments 

show that he thinks and reasons on the subjects that are presented to him in the course of his official 

duties as governor of this great state. It seemed to be the consensus of opinion that the governor was 

honest and sincere in what he told his audience. He showed his audience where and for what the state 

money was being paid, and showed an increase of service from the various departments of the state 

government that doubly paid for the items of expense incurred. The governor is in favor of immediate 

regulation of all public service corporations, of a graduated income tax, and of a law regulating the 

business of insurance companies, so as to provide the fullest protection of policy holders. Governor 

Davidson did not make any radical statements regarding the affairs of state. In his plain, honest way he 

told the large audience assembled how his party was taking care of the state government. He made plea 

for the candidates for congress and assembly, and said that fearless leader, President Roosevelt, should 

be sustained by sending to his aid at Washington Republic congressmen. In his final plea he told the 

voters to go to the polls and vote for the party that dictates of their own conscience told them was right. 

Then he said that each individual would have done his duty as an American citizen. At the close of his 

speech the governor was given an ovation in the form of prolonged applause. 

Nov. 8, 1906 – Davidson re-elected.  

Nov. 8, 1906 – roller rink will open at turner hall dec. 5 

Nov. 8, 1906 – Carl Bartol is dead. Died Oct. 31. Funeral was Friday. Ruptured blood vessel. Came to US 

from Posen, Germany, with parents as a child. Located in St. Marie. Married Amelia Ernst (brewer?) Rev. 

Hoyer. Brother Paul in St. Paul. Bar sold to Andrew Drill. Drill will also run his place at lower end of Main 

street until the first of July. 

Nov. 8, 1906 – We have heard some talk of a stock company being formed here for the manufacture of 

shoes. 

Nov. 15, 1906 – Albert Ziebell and family go to Portage where he is employed in the cigar manufacturing 

business. 

Nov. 15, 1906 – John Hennig is dead. 

Nov. 15, 1906 – Local history. Jan-Feb. 1886. Beebe & Viel running paper; Rawson out.  Cigar makers 

Loomans & Zastrow. Solon Dudley photo gallery in second story of Viel’s block over the hardware store. 

Frank Yahr sole proprietor of lumber yard.  

Nov. 22, 1906 – The county board of supervisors at their annual session last week changed the name of 

Dartford to Green Lake to avoid confusion because the railroad station goes by Green Lake, as does the 

summer resort. Effective March 1. 

Nov. 22, 1906 – Wm. Whittemore, the boat builder, is at work on a fine boat for John W. Shew. The boat 

will be 38 feet long and 7 feet beam. It will be a cabin launch, fitted out with two 16 horsepower 

reversible Two Rivers engine.  



Nov. 22, 1906 – Rudolph Busse has rented the Miller wagon and blacksmith shop on the west side of the 

river. 

Nov. 29, 1906 – Enrollment: HS 59; grammar 36; intermediate 35; second primary 41; first primary 53. 

Dec. 6, 1906 – Rev. Charles Olson new pastor at Neshkoro and Princeton.  

Dec. 6, 1906 – County superintendent of schools preparing circular announcing spelling contest to be 

held in May. District, town and county contests.  

Dec. 13, 1906 – Village board Sept 6 – manager of electric light company told to place a 50-candle power 

light on Turner Hall corner and the arc lamp at GJ Krueger’s store to be removed to corner of Schaal’s. 

Dec. 13, 1906 – Jake Toering selling first cigars he’s made since going into business for himself. 

Dec. 13, 1906 – OM Maulick opened his bowling alley for the winter. A. Kinas is in charge. 

Dec. 20, 1906 – 148 confirmed by Archbishop Messmer of Milwaukee at St. John’s Catholic Tuesday 

morning. Seven priests from neighboring communities were present. 

1907 

Jan. 10, 1907 – Ex-Principal O.C. Olman is private secretary to Congressman Nelson. Dr. Andrew Warde 

of New York succeeds Olman, who resigned before the holiday vacation. 

Jan. 10, 1907 – Princeton Pure Milk Co., J.M. Wyse, proprietor, is prepared to supply the whole town 

with fresh milk and cream. Leave orders with Nickodem Bros. 

Jan. 10, 1907 – Annual report of Princeton Shirt & Overall Co. – 7 percent dividend declared. 

Jan. 10, 1907 – Will G. Luedtke dies. Wauwatosa hospital for four weeks. Worked for Northwestern 

Mutual Life Insurance Company and F. Mayer Boot and Shoe Company. 

Jan. 10, 1907 – Another article on mail order businesses.   

Jan. 17, 1907 – Bank reports. 

Jan. 24, 1907 – All dogs not wearing dog license tags will be shot. 

Jan. 24, 1907 – A meeting of members of the local Lutheran church will be held Monday next, at which 

the question of building a new church building will be discussed. There seems to be s sentiment among 

the members for a new building.  …  St. John’s Lutheran congregation numbers 250 members and is in a 

thriving condition. It may be possible that if a new building is erected a different site than the one now 

occupied by the church will be chosen. 

Jan. 24, 1907 – The name of the Schaal hardware firm has been changed from G. Schaal to G. Schaal & 

Son. Robert Schaal having become a member of the firm. This is one of the oldest firms in the city and 

has always done a thriving business. 

Jan. 24, 1907 - Another old story from H. Calls himself constable at the time. Harroun? 

Jan. 31, 1907 – Dentist Dr A G Giese leads the Princeton Harp Orchestra. 



Jan 31, 1907 – Agnes Mueller dies. Sister of Erich Mueller. Nice obit following week.  

Jan. 31, 1907 – Village selling poor house to highest bidder. 

Jan. 31 1907 – About 30 men of the town met and discussed presenting a home talent show. 

Jan. 31, 1907 – Coming to Princeton Feb. 25-26 From the land of sunshine, fruits and flowers, the 

Stanislaus County Exhibit Cars from the Heart of California. Car 1 includes fruits and vegetables; Jim 

Corbet, a California bred ostrich; and largest collection of sea shells, corals, natural history specimens 

ever placed on public exhibition. Car 2 contains the monster elephant shark – the grandest specimen of 

zoology ever exhibited, weighing 10,383 pounds, 36 feet long; the bulldog shark, a man eater; 

Josephine, the Philippine monkey; and The Sea Angel, alligator, Peruvian Cavies. The general admission 

to all of this is only 15 cents. Every gets a free California sea shell as souvenir. 

March 7, 1907 – Friday the last the name of our county seat changed from Dartford to that of Green 

Lake. The name of the post office will change April 1. 

March 7. 1907 – School will close for week after Dr. A Ward resigned as principal of high school so board 

can find replacement. 

March 7, 1907 – Ordinance for licensing of dogs and destruction of same if unlicensed. Sets license fees 

$1 per male dog, $2 per female. Dog must wear the license “check.” Fine is $5 for unlicensed male, $10 

for female.  

March 14, 1907 – A special school meeting was held at the school house Monday evening for the 

purpose of asking Messrs. Whittemore and Teske of the school board to resign. … The high school was 

packed and the corridors and stairs were crowded. Director Megow called the meeting to order at 7:15. 

J.E. Hennig, president of the village, was chosen temporary chairman and Herman Lambert secretary of 

the meeting.  … Dr. Wendlandt read sworn statement by Dr. Warde. He says he learned of position from 

Teachers Cooperative Association in Madison that Prof. Olman was leaving. Wrote Olman letter of 

inquiry. Olman responded with letter asking various questions and forwarded responses to board of 

education. He received response saying board wanted him but had forgot to ask about salary. Paying 

Olman $90 per month and cannot pay more this year. Arrived Jan. 5, met by board members and Geo. V. 

Kelley, county superintendent. School opened Monday. “On Thursday of the first week, county 

superintendent Kelley came to my office in the school building and asked about my education, license, 

etc. Thursday afternoon, about 4:05 o’clock, Messrs. Whittemore and Teske, two members of the board, 

came to my office in school building and Mr. Whittemore said: “Dr. Warde, the people do no like you; 

the teachers do no like you; no one seems to like you, and if I had my say alone I should ask you to step 

down and out. To this I made no reply. … Board told him they wanted to meet at 4 p.m. Tuesday with 

teachers. No one showed. He left.  Went to Madison, Saturday, Jan. 12, talked to State Supt. Carey and 

seemed ready to OK license before being interrupted and receiving letter. Said State Board of Examiners 

would decide your case. Talked to Attorney General, telephone chairman of board of examiners and 

arranged meeting in Watertown. Was told board would review case. Megow met with him upon return 

Monday and told him to go to work. Whittemore and Teske showed up. “Mr. Whittemore said to me: 

‘Your are not to teach any longer, and if you do, you do so at your peril.” Then told teachers and 

students that Warde is no longer principal. Megow arrived, Warde asked for minutes to be taken. “Then 

I said to them that I came to Princeton in good faith to teach their school, but that if they desired that I 



should stop, I would do so, but if I did, I should require my salary to the end of June. Then Whittemore 

said, ‘I do not want any fight, and I am ready to do anything I can for the school, and each member said 

the same and shook hands with me to this effect.” Things went on until last day of February when board 

arrived at school. After last bell, Whittemore spoke to school and criticized Warde, questioning why he 

should be called Dr.  “When he returns to the east and turns his back on Princeton what does he care for 

us? He cares only for the money and this he takes with him. … If he puts himself in his den, pull him out. 

He has no business to take up our time. He is in his office now, although I invited him out. We do not 

know whether he is reading his papers or writing love letters.” - Resigns March 2. Andrew O. Warde. 

MUCH OF PAGE IS CUT OFF State board does not grant further license to Warde – letter from CP Cary. 

“Board not satisfied as to moral character and success in teaching and cannot grant futher license.” 

Board president visited, observed Warde at school, board checked with New York contacts, etc. “I 

believe I am entirely correct in saying that the board depended very little upon what was said to them 

by the school board of anybody else in Princeton. … They wanted to settle this case in an unprejudiced 

way.” Board originally on January 19 granted 30-day license. Cary says Warde could not be paid for work 

prior to Jan 19. … Teske and Whittemore said they did it with best interests of school in mind. Motion 

was called that board remain in office. “The motion was put by Chairman Hennig and the “ayes” called 

for, but the negative of the motion was not called, and a demand for a division of the house on the 

motion was ignored. The meeting broke up with many protestations against the manner in which the 

meeting had been conducted, and the allowing of children to vote. Papers have been served on Messrs. 

Whittemore and Teske demanding that they apologize to Dr. Warde within ten days or stand suit for 

$5,000 damages in each case for slander. The papers were served Monday. These whole proceedings 

are deplorable. Now, for the good of our school, for the sake of the class that graduates this year and 

the new principal at the helm, let us have peace. Let the ‘hatchet’ be buried deep, and let one and all do 

their best for the good of the school. Let by-gones by be-gones.” 

March 14, 1907 – It is very evident that several new houses must be erected in Princeton the coming 

season. Several parties are looking for vacant rooms or houses, but their search is a fruitless one. These 

conditions indicate beyond question that our prosperous village is rapidly gaining the proportions of a 

city. That we are to be a city, and one of no mean proportions, is a fact beyond argument or doubt, but 

it rests with us as to how soon we can bring it to pass. Oneness of purpose and a study push by every 

citizen of our community will bring about the desired result.” 

April 4, 1907 – Geo. V. Kelley relected by majority of 182 over Geo. B. Mortimer of Green Lake for office 

of superintendent of schools of the county. “The phenomenal vote of his home precinct, especially the 

large female vote that was brot out, is undeniably what won the election for Mr. Kelley.” Erich Mueller 

elected village president. Cemetery proposition passes 175-138. St. Marie votes to build new town 

house on west side of river. … An ovation was given the successful candidate for superintendent and the 

winners in the village election last evening. The Ideal Band was out and serenaded the victors and a 

procession was formed and marched thru the street, headed by the band. Immediately following the 

band was Mr. Keyes and his auto with J.E. Hennig and Mr. and Mrs. Geo. V. Kelly aboard. 

April 4, 1907 – Dr. Affeldt, Princeton’s veterinary surgeon, has moved his office and hospital from his 

former location near the bridge to the Leighton stable. Dr. Affeldt’s practice is increasing and he needed 

more commodious quarters. He is now fully settled in his new quarters. Leighton had auction. 



April 11, 1907 – Mr. M.F. Taylor, of Portage, state agent for the H.J. Heinz Co., was in the village Monday 

looking up the prospects for locating a Heinz pickling plant here. The proposition of the company is 

simply that if the farmers and gardeners in the vicinity of Princeton will contract to plant 200 acres of 

cucumbers this season and sell and deliver them to the company here at a price stated in the contract, 

then the company will purchase or lease a site here, erect tanks, platform and office building and buy 

this crop from the farmers and gardeners year after year. This is the same proposition that has been 

carried on in Ripon for the past eight seasons and which has grown very satisfactory to the growers 

there. I would seem that the cucumber crop could be made to pay good money per acre in this vicinity 

as a sandy soil is well adapted for the raising of this crop. We are not posted as to the average income 

per farm from usual crops in this vicinity, but from what we learn of the income from growing 

cucumbers near Ripon, we should judge that the cucumber crop would be profitable, or more so, than 

almost any other. At Ripon the growers receive as high as ?? per acre for their crop. Of course Ripon xxxs 

an exception. But surely Princeton soil ought to pay half as well. The crop is an easy one for the average 

farmer of this vicinity to raise. It is planted in June and harvested in August. This is the season when the 

children are out of school and they can do the majority of the picking. The crop is harvested, marketed 

and the grower gets his money. It means the scatter????ing of from $10,000 to $20,000 among the 

farmers and gardeners of this vicinity every year. Contracts are being printed at this office and solicitors 

will call on the farmers next week soliciting acreage. No one needs hesitate for fear there is not good 

backing for this project. The H.J. Heinz Co. of Pittsburg is capitalized at $4,000,000 and either of our local 

banks will be glad to inform all inquirers as to the commercial standing of the company. As the 

establishing of a pickling station here will mean the hauling of several car loads of pickles it will give 

employment to ten or twelve people at the tank house during the season of taking in the crop, and 

more or less help thruout the year. The business men are giving the project their support for they can 

see that the leaving of this amount of money among the growers of this vicinity is going to stimulate 

home trade. We believe here is one of the things that Princeton has been looking for – a new industry 

that would bring the coin of the realm from somewhere else into Princeton and vicinity. If you can see in 

this something that is going to benefit Princeton, give it your best word. 

April 11, 1907 – Ed Warner’s kids build gasoline motors in Milwaukee. 

April 11, 1907 – The Wisconsin Telephone company has again acknowledged the Princeton exchange as 

one worthy of attention. They have transferred the headquarters of their lineman from Ripon to this 

place. The change was made this week. Mr. Fred Manthey is in charge of this department of the 

company’s interests. 

April 18, 1907 – The home talent minstrel show given in Turner Hall last Thursday night displayed more 

real talent and gave better satisfaction for the money than any traveling troupe that ever visited these 

parts. The total receipts were $186.95 and the net profits $50.00. 

April 25, 1907 – The Chas. Herrman & Son stock of furniture will be moved from the Koeser building into 

the Mesick building. 

April 25, 1907 – The three hundred young trees for our village park have arrived and are being set out. 

April 25, 1907 – Rumors of overall company leaving. 



April 25, 1907 – We are informed that the project of establishing a Heinz pickle salting station here has 

been abandoned for this season for reasons beyond the control of the state representative who was in 

Princeton recently. However, we are given to understand that the project will be promoted again next 

spring, and undoubtedly successfully. We hope so, at least. 

May 16, 1907 – Letter from Thos. McConnell. He is 72. The thought comes to me of that far away time 

when young and strong, full of hope and anticipation, I drove overland from Valparaiso, Indiana, in a 

two-horse sled with a load of printing machinery, in November, and launched forth the Princeton 

Republic. The name was selected by Mrs. Catharine Thompson, my wife’s half sister and sister of the 

late Major General R.A. Cameron, who laid down in his last bivouac at Cameron City, Colorado, a dozen 

years ago. I had the hearty opposition of one or two leading citizens for a few weeks, but soon the 

whole town was friendly and it was up to me to make the Republic a success. It was my first effort, 

unaided and alone, to run a country newspaper and I had much to learn. But slowly and surely I pulled 

myself together for the effort. I had two firm friends, R.P. Rawson and Josiah Luce, both insurance agent 

and personal enemies one to the other. How I managed to curry favor with both and make money out of 

each, as I did, was a species of psychological diplomacy that stood by me to the end. To say I was green 

would be a very tame expression of my tender-footed exploits.” … when Thompson came back to run 

grocery, it was in the Hubbard building. Sold grocery to Bentley and Jack Stevens. 

May 16, 1907 – With this issue the Republic goes in control of a stock company. The organization 

consists of representative citizens of Princeton and neighboring towns, who have subscribed for the 

purpose of giving Green Lake county and this section of the state a strong, newsy, up-to-date 

newspaper. The management will put forth every effort to print all the news and to give every 

subscriber and citizen a square deal. A more lengthy introduction will be given in the next week’s issue. 

.. not 

May 16, 1907 – Frank Blankavage, who has been employed by the Badger Box Factory at Grand Rapids, 

has the four fingers of his left hand severed. He returned home Saturday. Bartel 

May 16, 1907 – The Stott Bros. have purchased the lower saloon of Andrew Drill. John Beyer, who has 

been conducting the above business for Mr. Drill, will remain with Mr. Drill in his present place of 

business. 

May 30, 1907 -  ER Smith sells property east of the old Leighton property to Ernst Page. $1300. 

May 30, 1907 – Capt. L.M. Mann of the river improvement, was in the city last Thursday on the steamer 

Wolf, on his annual inspection of the river from Oshkosh to Portage. He informed us that the 

government was planting willows along the river banks to protect the dredged banks from the effects of 

the water, and he suggested that we ask the land owners to take a hand and plant these quick growing 

shrubs along their land bordering on the river. He thot that every farm would be benefited far more 

than the cost of planting the willows. 

May 30, 1907 – At a meeting of the German Lutheran congregation, held at the church Monday 

afternoon, it was decided to adopt the plans of the Jefferson church, with the exception of the gallery, 

of which style the Appleton Lutheran church was adopted. The church will be built with a seating 

capacity of 650. It has not yet been decided where the structure will be erected. Another meeting will be 



held next Monday afternoon, at which time this point will be decided on. It is expected the work will be 

commenced this year. 

June 6, 1907 – Death of Anton Rimpler. Sold out two years ago to Nickodem brothers. … His death 

delays Lutheran church decision as he was president of congregation. 

June 6, 1907 – Graduation held for all county eighth-graders from the county’s country schools a court 

house.  Supt. Geo. V. Kelley presents diplomas. “This is the first time in the history of the county that 

central graduation exercises were held, and the entire program was a signal success. … A class of thirty-

five received diplomas. A spelling contest followed the general program, 2 contestants from each town 

in the county. Miss Edna Jones, of Kingston, wins after two hours of spelling. 

June 13, 1907 – Ed Bean of Wautoma purchased four young pigs of Leo Barthol yesterday, paying him 

two dollars in silver, and what he supposed was a ten dollar bill. Soon thereafter Mr. Bean noticed that 

he was “short” a hundred dollar bill. He immediately looked up Mr. Barthol and stated his loss, 

whereupon Leo found that the large denomination bill was in his possession, although he had supposed, 

as had Mr. Bean, that he had been given but ten dollars. The hundred dollars was promptly returned to 

Mr. Bean. The genial Mr. Bean considers himself lucky to have suffered no loss from his mistake. 

June 13, 1907 – H.A. Dumdey, who has been connected with band and orchestra for years, goes to 

Denmark. 

June 13, 1907 – C. Herrmann & Co. moves to Nickodem’s old stand now owned by Wm. J. Mesick????? 

June 20, 1907 – Cement sidewalk is being laid this week the length of Short street. A large amount has 

already been laid on Farmer street. This walk greatly improves the looks of these streets. Princeton can 

boasts of as much good walk as any town in the state of its size. 

June 20, 1907 – Who are Mr and Mrs. Grant Thomas 

June 20, 1907 – Class of 1907 graduation. Frank Nickodem valedictorian. Howard Whittemore 

salutatorian. 

June 20, 1907 – Sibley Stevens dies. 

June 20, 1907 – Illustration? Of Jefferson Lutheran Church, the design of which will be very similar to the 

new church to be erected by the Princeton Lutheran Congregation. 

June 20 – Monday, June 17th, was the 33d anniversary of the organization of the Princeton Turn Verein. 

The society held a dance at their hall; attendance was not large due to hot weather. 

August 8, 1907 – Republic Printing Co. … publishers. F.N. Harmon, editor and manager 

August 8, 1907 – Steamer JE Leimer having its machinery removed and will be taken up river to used as a 

barge. The Leimer has seen many years of river service but has gradually become unfit for freight work. 

– Berlin Journal 

August 8, 1907 – The foundation for the building to be erected by Edw. Teske Sr. on Water street is 

about completed and contractor Shew will soon commence the erection of the building. It will be a 

cement block structure with brick front. WHERE IS THIS – stern jewelry store? (yes, I think so. Should be 

water lot 25 east – which I think herman Warnke later has saloon license for) 



August 8, 1907 – We understand that H.E. Megow is contemplating moving his building back so that it 

will be in line with other buildings on Water Street. 

August 15, 1907 or later – W.A. Keyes drives his auto to Oshkosh. And sells it. 

August 29, 1907 – Donald A. Frank has good job at Milwaukee school. 

August 29, 1907 – A.F. Hennig dies. Marble and granite business. Born 1864. US. 1883. Princeton 1887. 

August 29, 1907 – Portage Register - Pearl hunting is becoming a vocation in this vicinity. The clams wk 

be shipped to a pearl button factory at La Crosse. Valuable pearls will be sought. The owners of the clam 

hunters’ boat had a pearl taken out of the river below Montello that he would not take $90 for. 

August 29, 1907 – J.E. Hennig soliciting marble and granite monument business with death of A.F. 

Hennig. 

Sept. 5, 1907 – Due to a lack of room the fifth and sixth grade pupils were obliged to move. The village 

hall has been fitted up to receive them and under the instruction of Miss Nina Evans they will be well 

cared for. This shows that Princeton High School is gaining a better foothold and in a few years we will 

have as good a high school, if not superior, to any school in the state. First primary 44, second primary 

235, first intermediate 30, second intermediate 13, grammar 24, high school 35. Total 181. 

Sept. 5, 1907 – J.H. Manthey has been moving his general merchandise into the building recently 

purchased located at the lower end of Water street. He has a nicely arranged store. 

Sept. 5, 1907 – Miss Catherine Bartel, of Chicago, is visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. M. Bartel, of 

Booklyn. Miss Julia La Buy, of Milwaukee, is visiting at the home of Mr. Bartell in Brooklyn. 

Sept. 5, 1907 – A new sanitary system of waterworks has jus been installed in the school by G. Schaal & 

Son, which supplies water to every floor.. The water is pumped by a hot-water engine into a large tank 

and from that supplied thuout the building thru pipes.  … The school library now consists of over 1100 

volumes. … It is expected that next year an addition will be built to the school building, owing to the 

crowded room now. … Principal is R.M. Blackmum. … To get into high school, need a common school 

diploma or pass an entrance exam.  

Sept. 5, 1907 – We have moved our goods to our new location one door west of A.A. Manthey’s egg and 

poultry business.  

Sept. 12, 1907 – Excavation is in progress on the John Ernst Brewing Co. property for a larger cellar for a 

storage and for an addition to the ice house. 

Sept. 12, 1907 – State aid offered to country schools. Various criteria listed. 

Sept. 26, 1907 – Son of Herman E. Megow has moved to Milwaukee.  

Sept. 19, 1907 – Mrs. John Hennig has rented her store and dwelling building to Tom Roberts, who is 

moving his grocery and confectionary stock therein.  

Sept. 19, 1907 – The Lutheran congregation has purchased the residence property of Fred Ellinger 

opposite the present church. A committee will soon go to Jefferson to look over the church at that 



place, the design of which is very similar to the church to be erected here. A building committee has 

been appointed to secure plans and specifications for the new church. 

Sept. 26, 1907 – Gene Fenlen, of Ripon, has transferred his farm to Wm. Schade, proprietor of the Fox 

River House. Mr. Fenlen’s farm consists of 200 acres and is one of the finest grain and stock farms of the 

town of Ripon. Mr. Fenlen takes as a part consideration in the transfer the Fox River Hotel, altho Mr. 

Schade will be in possession until the first of next April, when he and the family will go to their new 

home on the farm. 

Sept. 26, 1907 – Rev. A.G. Hoyer, Messrs. Gustav Teske, G.J. Krueger, J.E. Hennig and B.H. Shew left for 

Jefferson yesterday to inspect the Jefferson church building preparatory to commencing the new church 

here. 

Sept. 26, 1907 – Princeton Harp Orchestra reforms, fills vacancies. 

Sept. 26, 1907 – No coasting allowed on sidewalks on Water Street between Morse’s and Luedtke’s 

corners. 

Pdfs jump from SEPT. 1907 to MAY 1908 

1908 

May 14, 1908 – The citizens of school No. 8 of St. Marie vote to build new school house. Old one used 

for the past 50 years. Tearn down and put up new one. School board Joe Frost, L. Sharpotta and John 

Soda. 

May 14, 1908 – The building committee of the Princeton public schools accepting bids for erection of 

brick addition to the present high school building, total cost not to exceed $5000. Herman Lambrecht, 

building committee chairman. Bids to be opened June 15. 

May 14, 1908 – Jeff Dahl and wife, of Spring Valley, arrived Tuesday and will take charge of the 

Princeton Creamery. Mr. Dahl has been a butter maker for the past 20 years. 

June 4, 1908 – Lee Whittemore and Ed Borst were fishing Sunday in the Puckayan river. They caught 18 

fine trout. Lee caught a beautiful speckled brook trout, weighing 3 pounds. It is one of the largest trout 

brought to the city for years. It gives Lee the record for big catch. 

June 4, 1908 – Fifteen years ago last Friday, Fred Nickodem, senior partner of Nickodem Bros. accepted 

the position of clerk in the general merchandise store of S.M. Eggleston. After clerking for two years, he 

and his brother Chas. Bot an interest in the business and were partners with S.M. Eggleston for six years, 

when Nickodem Bros. bot the whole business. They have been successfully in building up a large general 

merchandise store, which they are conducting very successfully. 

June 4, 1908 – Mary Keene’s restaurant selling the finest rye bread in the state, made by M. Carpenter 

Baking Co., Milwaukee. 

June 4, 1908 – WE are informed that Mr. Dahl, the Princeton Creamery buttery maker, scored 93 12 on 

the first shipment of 69 tubs. Butter must score 91 in order to get a premium. This is a good record. 

June 4, 1908 – Princeton defeated the Red Sox of Berlin in a spirited and well played ball game at 

Dumdey’s park Sunday, May 31. This makes the third visiting team that has gone down to defeat before 



the Princeton Blues this year. 9-4.  Week later … Manager Powers has received the new uniforms of the 

Princeton Blues. They ae fine suits and boys look gallant and catchy in their new togs. .. Blues beat 

Neshkoro to go 5-0 in late June. … Then they played Fond du Lac’s crack Athletic team: “The Fond du Lac 

team expected to have a walk away in the first pat of the game but found that the Blues had then tied in 

score at the finish of the game, by the score of 9 to 9. In the 10th inning Fond du Lac got four runs, which 

is an unusual o occurrence. The Blues, with two men on bases and Allie Hamrie at the bat, who slugged 

out a three-bagger, and here is where they commenced to get “cold feet.” Someway or another the 

Fond du Lac players aid Hamre was put out on third and the umpire said he was safe. Umpire (James) 

Mulheren pulls his watch and Fond du Lac refuses to play the game and forfeits the game to Princeton 

9-0. 

June 4, 1908 – School board rehires O.C. Olman as principal of high school. 

June 4, 1908 – Village board committee looking at new fire engine in Westfield. 

June 4, 1908 – J.W. Kohnke going out of business due to poor health. 

June 25, 1908 – July Fourth will include acrobats, jugglers and trapeze performers from Chicago. Free 

show on the street. Horse races. Mammoth parade. $50 for prizes in races.  

July 9, 1908 – Annual school meeting. Director H.L. Lambrecht. Add $800 to building fund. Clerk Gustav 

Teske re-elected by unanimous vote. Has been clerk for 12 years. He is an honest, faithful and 

conscientious business man whose word is as good as a bond. Whittemore is other board member. 

July 9, 1908 – Neshkoro organizes bank. Princeton lumberman Chas. T. Dahlke is president.  

July 9, 1908 – Fourth of July. Bad weather. The acrobats and jubilee singers on account of the weather 

and conditions of the streets could not do as many stunts as were outlined by the committee. 

July 16, 1908 – Bert Shew the architect has started his crew to work on the new school building. 

July 23, 1908 – FJ Yahr drove to Green Lake in his auto Tuesday. 

August 12, 1908 – Big fire last Thursday. At about 15 minutes to twelve Thursday, Aug. 6th, the citizens of 

Princeton were aroused from their slumbers by the sound of the fire alarm. From some unknown cause 

fire was started in the barn belonging to Stott Bros. on Main St. and had a good start when it was 

discovered by nightwatch Mulherren. Mr. Mulheren immediately turned on the alarm and soon many of 

the willing citizens of the town were out ready to lend a helping hand to check the fire. It was a night 

free from wind and this fact saved many buildings and much property from being destroyed. 

Considering the apparatus for fighting fire on hand at the time some very good work was done and after 

about an hour hard work the fire was completely under control. Several barns along Main St. were 

burned but luckily no great damage occurred. The fire proved the inadequacy of our apparatus for 

firefighting. We are glad to know that the village are about to purchase a new gasoline fire engine for 

use in the future. 

August 12, 1908 – Joe Wolman, the new shoe shop, Green block. 

August 12, 1908 – Frank Krueger, prominent dairy farmer in town of Brooklyn and director of First 

National Bank 



August 12, 1908 – Editor (Leo) Schewe … left Monday for a trip across Lake Michigan. 

August 12, 1908 – Mr. E.D. Morse, son Elmer and daughter Lillian, Miss Libbie Wiliams and Ed Kirchner 

were to Oshkosh Sunday in their auto. 

August 12, 1908 – The Village board has secured of Wauterous Engine Works Co. The New Century 

gasoline fire engine on approval and on Monday evening secretary W. Holmes of said company and 

engineer C.P. Waterous were here to test the working of the engine and give it a trial. It is a number 6 

engine, four cylinder motor, having forty horse power. Its capacity is 300 gallons per minute and throws 

one, two or three streams at the same time. It has 75 to 125 pounds of pressure to the square inch. It 

can be drawn by hand or by horses. The machine is recognized by the U.S. government and is 

extensively used throughout the U.S. and foreign countries. With the engine is a supply of 1500 feet of 

hose. 

August 19, 1908 – The cement foundation of the new church is completed. 

August 19, 1908 – Miss Francis Bartell, Mrs. Josie Cochran, Miss Norah Krusky of Neshkoro and Miss 

Pauline Bartell of Berlin were visiting with Mr. and Mrs. John Muroch of Princeton. 

August 19, 1908 – Editor Ellinger of green lake attended the dance here Monday evening. 

August 27, 1908 - Village board minutes June 4 – JE Henning assistant street commissioner during 

building of the cement walks. Also crossing will be built at residence of Edw. Teske Sr. to the German 

school house.  

August 27, 1908 – Turner Hall more often referenced as opera house. 

August 27, 1908 – Blues lose to Oshkosh Palace 17-9 but got three homes runs in game for first time – 

Walter Anderson, Allie Hamre and Lewis Bruesberg. 

September 10, 1908 – A fine new addition is being added to the high school building, doubling its 

capacity and will be ready for use Dec. 1. 

September 10, 1908 – Civil war note 

September 17, 1908 – Eugene Thomas store. General merchandise. 

September 17, 1908 – Dr. R.E. Keyser of Chicago has purchased the practice and office of Dr. A.L. Travis 

of this city and has opened his office, ready for business. Over State Bank. 

Sept. 17, 1908 – Frank Zelinski, who is engaged in the saloon business in this city has just installed a new 

piano with a mandolin attachment, these instruments combined produce very good music and all the 

music is up to date. 

Sept. 17, 1908 – Mr. and Mrs. Edw. Warner Jr. and little daughter and Mrs. Warren’s mother arrived in 

the city Saturday in Mr. Warner’s large touring car. … They returned from Mauston Wednesday 

afternoon setting all records for speed from that city to this by automobile. 

Sept. 17, 1908 – Attorney James L. Kelly went to Madison Friday where he argued the case of Blankavag 

vs. Badger Box & Lumber Co. in the supreme court. Bartel 



-- 

Microfilm jumps from Sept. 17, 1908, to Jan. 21, 1909 

-- 

1909 

January 21, 1909 – Princeton Overall & Shirt Manufacturing Co. declares 6 percent dividend at end of 

fiscal year January 8, 1909. HK Priest still president. 

January 21, 1909 – 9 reasons why a county training school should be established from Markesan paper. 

County is second in state to apply to be one of six schools to be established by Legislature this sesson. 

January 21, 1909 – W.A. Keys, the photographer, will have a new Buick auto here in about ten days that 

has a record for beauty, ease of running and durability. This make of autos has a record that is hard to 

beat. Mr. Keys has the agency for this line of cars and can give you an excellent bargain. 

January 21, 1909 – The school boys are to be commended for their interest manifested by good work in 

the much needed and much talked of gymnasium. 

January 28, 1909 – Mrs. Wm. Ponto dies. 

January 28, 1909 – Richard Artman who recently transferred property in Lakeland, Minnesota, for the 

hardware business owned and operated by Wm. Buettner the past year has opened for business 

occupying the same business block vacated by Wm. Buettner. Mr. Artman is a man well versed in the 

hardware business, having been a leading dealer in Lakefield for the past eleven years. 

January 28, 1909 – Ad Eugene Thomas. Koeser’s old stand. Groceries. Clothing. Opening soda fountain 

Feb. 20. 

January 28, 1909 – CW Dumdey, furniture and undertaking 

January 28, 1909 – Frank Tucker gives school picture of Lincoln, Gettysburg address, etc. for wall of the 

main room. Lincoln centennial. Tucker served in war. School. 

January 28, 1909 – The English classes will write the history of Princeton next week. School. Entire upper 

floor wired for electric lights. 

January 28, 1909 – Paper will start a series of write ups on Princeton corporations, business men and 

business places. DON’T SEE THEM. 

January 28, 1909 – Edward Nickodem, seventh grade, is back to school after a few days absence 

occasioned by a slight operation on the throat. 

Feb. 4, 1909 – John S. Paul dies.  

Feb. 4, 1909 – Princeton Bottling Works changes hands when the factor owned and operated by Theo. 

Dumdie for the past two years was transferred to John Shew Jr. He has been associated with his father 

in the grocery business for the past few years. 

Feb. 4, 1909 – Miss Agnes Bartol of Brooklyn was the guest of her sister, Mrs. E. Thomas, Tuesday. 



Feb. 18, 1909 – Bert Shew’s son, Roy, has operation by Dr. Mayo in Rochester taking water off the brain. 

Feb. 18, 1909 – F. Schendel & Son selling Columbia cylinder records 

March 4, 1909 – Republic Printing Company declares dividend. 

March 4, 1909 – Frank Tucker gives school picture 5 ½ feet wide and 5 feet long of Andersonville prison 

at Camp Sumter, Georgia.  

March 4, 1909 – Saloon in lots 4 and 5, block C, from Water to Main, for sale. Electric lights. Pool table. 

Ice box. 21 feet wide.  

March 4, 1909 – Village board minutes. Oct. 1. Board asks city attorney to draw up ordinance regulating 

speed of automobiles. 

March 4, 1909 – Village Board. Nov. 5. Village ready to order gasoline fire engine. Nov. 16. Village will 

pay $1420 Jan. 2, 1909, for No. 6 gasoline fire engine and two hose carts and equipment. 

March 11, 1909 – Griffins Moving Pictures will be shown at opera house March 19. 

March 11, 1909 – Carl A. Schultz wishes to announce that he will open a marble and granite shop in this 

city. 

March 18. 1909 – “Passion Play” Barnedale’s viveorama. Opera House. March 31. 

March 26, 1909 – The moving picture show last Friday evening was greeted with a fair sized crowd. 

March 26, 1909 – Junior class secretary Paulina Nickodem. Bartel. Also tied for third best average (94) in 

high school. 

April 1, 1909 – Local declamatory contest at Turner Hall. Two students advance to competition in 

Almond on April 16 and Wautoma. First place, Gustav Mittlesteadt, spoke on “New South,” and second 

place, Gladys Borst. How Reuben Played.  

April 1, 1909 – Ad - Nickodem Bros. has been placed in the hands of the International Mercantile Co. of 

Chicago to be sold … Open at 9 a.m. Saturday, April 3. 

April 1, 1909 – Erich Mueller now selling buggies, cream separators, and pianos and sewing machines. 

April 8, 1909 – JE Hennig Sr. elected village president. Town of Princeton Joe Wyse defeats I. Barthol 

121-48 for treasurer. 

April 15, 1909 – The wets won a sweeping victory in the most general contest on the part of the 

Prohibitionists that this state has ever seen. Nearly 200 cities, villages and towns voted on local option, 

and the wests won back some dry territory and lost few important places which are now wet. In brief, 

the larger towns went wet and the small towns for no license.  

April 15, 1909 – A beautiful Princeton High school banner is now the sold property of our school. It was 

made in Milwaukee and paid for by each pupil donating his ??? It is a very pretty emblem and one that 

can be preserved for many years. It will be initiated at Almond Friday evening. 

April 15, 1909 – A.E. Steinke selling buggies. 



April 22, 1909 – Last Friday was Princeton day and it all happened in Almond when our high school 

representatives, Gustav Mittelstaedt and Gladys Borst, carried off first and second honors in a strong 

three-cornered declamatory contest among Wautoma, Almond and Princeton High Schools. There is a 

great rejoicing by the local school over the signal victory over strong competitors like Almond and 

Wautoma. The contest was one of the best ever held by the league, each of the schools going into the 

evening’s contest confident that they had chances of winning the places, which would give them the 

beautiful bust of Shakespeare as a trophy for their winning. It will be remembered that the bust was 

won by Wautoma last year in the contest held by the three schools here. Princeton was certainly 

chagrined by their fall in the declamatory work by only getting fifth and sixth place last year. But it takes 

preparation. It takes executive ability to manage and prepare for these contests, and Prin. Olman went 

into the contest this year with a vim and vigor that enthused his students and they took hold of the work 

with the spirit that work would win victory. That’s the way Princeton likes to do things. Our school has a 

record of oratory that cannot be beaten by any high school in the state. The laxity of spirit the past two 

years annoyed those interested in the good work, but the revival of the old winning days and goold 

school spirit is heralded with delight by all patrons of the school. … Every number on the program was 

well given yet it was noticeable in the large audience that more than usual interest was manifested in 

the delivery, attitude on the stage and general presentation of the winners, Gustav Mittlestaedt and 

Glady Borst. During their part of the program, silence reigned supreme and a deading outburst of 

applause was given each at the close. … After the decision was announced pandemonium reigned 

supreme. The winners were carried to the stage and hoisted in the air by their ardent supporters and 

admirers. Yells and songs rent the air, and the joy in the Princeton camp was unbounded. Princeton had 

carried off first and second prizes and thus winning were entitled to carry home the coveted bust of 

Shakespeare. … The local contingent arrived home Saturday at 8:30 p.m. and were met at the depot by a 

large crowd of interested students and citizens, and the contestants were placed in a buggy decorated 

with school colors and drawn thru the street by students.” Mittlestaedt will go to Oshkosh to compete in 

district contest April 30th.  … Not content with defeating Wautoma and Almond in the declamatory 

contest last Friday night Princeton trounced Almond in a ball game Saturday also to the tune of 14 to 8. 

April 22, 1909 – Ideal orchestra will give a dance at Turner Hall on April 30 to raise money for new music 

and uniforms. 

April 22, 1909 – Mrs. P.B. Wightman and children, of Chicago, is the guest of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Bartel, of Brooklyn. 

April 22, 1909 – F.J. Yahr is moving his residence on the corner of Water and Farmer Streets to the lot 

adjoining. We understand that Mr. Yahr contemplates erecting a commodious, modern residence on his 

corner lot this summer. 

April 29, 1909 – The first meeting of the new city council was held in the City Hall last Thursday evening. 

Pres. (J.E.) Hennig presiding. On account of the resignation of Cashier Schultheis the board balloted to fill 

the vacancy. Mr. Fred Schewe was elected to fill the place for the ensuing year. The feature of the 

meeting was the extended speech made by the new president in which he outlined his policy for the 

coming year. The new president sounded the key note of his administration by stating that he would 

regardless of friends and enemies stand by the strict enforcement of the law. “Law and Order” will be 

my motto and Pres. Hennig and I call on you as duly elected trustees of this city to stand by your oath of 

office and with me in the strict enforcement of the law. He said, “The law is supreme. I shall not dictate, 



but the law dictates to us and it is our duty to obey and execute its provisions.” … He referred “to the 

great movement that is going on in this country and state … He paid a compliment to the organization 

formed by the saloon keepers of this city in which they have pledged themselves by their organization to 

work for better enforcement of the law and stricter regulation of the sale of liquor.  … “The tramp 

question was discussed, and stress was laid on the necessity of doing something to keep the “Willies” 

from our midst.” He vowed to prosecute those who sold liquor to people on the blacklist or minors. “I 

stand for organization. I stand for cooperation. I stand for law and order. I stand for living up to the spirit 

and letter of the oath I took in accepting this office from the people.” Board then made policeman salary 

position rather than fee-based. J.L. Kelley elected city attorney. In note to “ladies of the town” he says, 

“Let me say right here that the way to get rid of these tramps, who take your money and then come 

down and get drunk is to refuse them both food and money. Then they will cease coming to our town 

and have to go to work as they should.”  

April 29, 1909 – Long piece on value of telephone to rural areas, farmers. 

April 29, 1909 – Wm. Whittemore family now lives in Oshkosh. 

April 29, 1909 – A meeting was held at the school house Wednesday evening for the purpose of 

establishing in our midst a public library. This is a much-needed institution in Princeton and we trust its 

organization may be a success. 

May, 1909 – General article about beans. 

May 6, 1909 – County common school graduation scheduled May 29. Also spelling and arithmetic 

contests. Preceded by full-day teachers institute that county superintendent George V. Kelley wanted 

every teacher to attend. 

May 6, 1909 – One of the best assets a town can have is a good school, backed by a strong public 

sentiment. Such is the case in Princeton. Eight years ago, Princeton was moving along with practically an 

ungraded school. Boys and girls that sought higher education had to leave for some high school or 

college. Parents began to see that it was very expensive to send young people away from home for an 

education and sometimes very dangerous to the character and habits of these young boys and girls. 

Hence a sentiment arose for a school at home so that our boys and girls could get a good thoro 

education at home. First a 3 years course was established and later a good double four years high school 

course with English and German was offered. Many of our young people are taking advantage of these 

courses and the old building became too small to accommodate those seeking education. The electors 

of our village therefore voted to enlarge the school building and four more rooms were added. This 

makes the Princeton High School building one of the most comfortable, commodious and up-to-date 

school buildings of its size in the state. There are eight large grade rooms, two recitation rooms, library, 

office and a large assembly room with a seating capacity of one hundred. The rooms are all nicely 

decorated and have a tasty and inviting appearance. There is a large school library, a good laboratory 

and other apparatus and appendages necessary for running a good school. The school offers two strong 

four-year courses, the German and the English. It is the purpose of the school to fit every child with the 

moral, physical, ethical and intellectual training that will give them the ability to go out in the world and 

make a good living and be an intelligent citizen or to give them the basic knowledge and inspiration to 

go on with higher work and finish a college or professional course. The young people are taking a 

wholesome interest in their work and the Princeton school is not only building up in numbers but is 



enlarging its field of usefulness in many ways.” … Staff: Principal with two assistants; grammar dept.; 

intermediate; second primary; first primary; kindergarten. Olman had been principal at Marquette for 

three years before Princeton first time. Was here three years before taking job in DC, then returned. 

Board is Gustave Teske Sr. as clerk (has served four terms), H. Lambert, director (first term) and WW. 

Whittemore, treasurer (third term).  CHECK 1908 ELECTION, ANNUAL MEETING “Every citizen of 

Princeton should feel proud of our educational institution, the good courses offered and the strong 

school spirit that prevails.” Page 1 includes photos of school, board, principal 

May 6, 1909 – The carpenters and masons are again at work on the new church after a weeks lay off on 

account of the bad weather. 

May 6, 1909 – O.C. Olman has moved into the Yahr residence formerly occupied by Edw. Radtke. 

May 6, 1909 – Monday morning at about 3 o’clock the people of the city were aroused by the sound of 

the fire alarm, the barn belonging to F.T. Yahr on the west side was found all ablaze, the fire department 

turned out but could do no good as the red fiend had charge of the building. The building was covered 

with insurance. 

May 6, 1909 – William Picus, of Black River Falls, Ben Picus, of Almond, and Louis PIcus, of Princeton, 

sign partnership with capital stock of $40,000 to organize and conduct a large department store in some 

city to be decided later. 

May 6, 1909 – Modern Woodman Lodge forming. 

May 13, 1909 – Herman Sommers dies. Heart attack. F.A. Sommer & Son were in farm implement 

business. Fireman turn out in uniform and march to the grave.  

May 13, 1909 – St. John Lutheran choir planning benefit for German school at Turner Hall. Raise $125. 

May 13, 1909 – Michael Mueller, 87, dies. Prussian. Taught school for 37 years. Came here in 1881. 11 

kids; 7 survive.  

May 13, 1909 – A.A. Krueger meat market. 

May 13, 1909 – RH Miller building addition to cigar shop. 

May 20, 1909 – Congressman James H. Davidson visits work on Panama Canal. 

May 20, 1909 – School baseball team and Blues start seasons. 

June 1909 – F.J. Yahr takes his car to Oshkosh for repairs. 

June 10, 1909 – A grand stand is being built at Dumdey’s ball grounds with a seating capacity of 350 

people. This will greatly add to the comfort of base ball visitors. It is being placed so the spectators have 

full view of the game. 

June 10, 1909 – There will be four graduates from the high school this June: Alma Yahr and Flora 

Rutkowski (German course), Ingeman Olman and Gustav Mittelstaedt (English course) … Joe Nickodem 

gets eighth-grade diploma. 



June 10, 1909 – Fire department votes to conduct meetings in English language and to change by-laws 

from German to English. 

June 10, 1909 – Blues win fifth straight game.  

June 10, 1909 – Burglars entered Paull’s grocery Saturday night. There were not seeking silver or gold 

but instead some of Mrs. Polfus’ good baking. 

June 1909 – Meeting planned to organize support for Princeton being site of county training school.  … 

County board in July locates school in Berlin. Olman speaks for Princeton. First vote 9-9. Ten ballots 

taken, same result. Finally names drawn from hat by Miss Grace Luedtke. It was a highly contested yet 

friendly contest. County Normal. 

June 1909 – Roofers arrive from Oshkosh to put on slate roofing on new Lutheran church. 

June 24, 1909 – Class of 1909 graduation photo. Wednesday, June 9, eighth-grade graduation hed at 

high school; June 10, senior class play at Turner Hall;  

June 24, 1909 – Roy Harmon, who returned from the west a few weeks ago, went to Chicago last Sunday 

afternoon with Carl Worm to purchase a full line of shoes. Roy has rented the rooms immediate west of 

the printing office with the view of carrying an up-to-date line of shoes only. Carl will do the repair work. 

WRONG. RAN CORRECTION FOLLOWING WEEK. HE IS OPENING VARIETY STORE. 

July 1, 1909 – Blues lose first game 4-1 to Oshkosh Palace. “The Oshkosh team started in their first half 

of the fifth by quite freely hitting the ball and our boys favoring them so kindly by letting the ball pass 

through their fingers and running into one another trying to catch the ball.” 

July 1. 1909 – R.W. Harmon is remodeling the store room next to the post office and will open a variety 

store there in the near future.  … The Variety Store opens July 31 

July 1, 1909 – Princeton Star-Lights defeat Lone Tree Point 7-6. 

July 8, 1909 – Whittemore re-elected school treasurer. 

July 15, 1909 – Rural routes must pay for themselves, at least 50 cents work of stamps per day. 

July 15, 1909 – When doctors were summoned after little 3-year-old Helen Paulus was run over by tow 

colts, injuring her face, arms and legs, Drs. Keyser and Horn were taken there in Yahr’s automobile. 

July 22, 1909 – On account of his growing trade R.H. Miller, the proprietor of the Princeton Cigar 

Factory, has recently built a substantial addition to his factory on Short street. The new building is 28 by 

30 with two stories. The upper story is being used for the drying and storing room and the first floor for 

work room and office. It is a find building built in modern factory style with good light and sanitary in 

every particular. The new building is double the size of the old one. Mr. Miller has been in business here 

the past eight years. He is a staunch and careful business man, one who everybody respects and trusts 

for his business honesty and integrity. He is always in for things that are in the best interest of the city. 

He has gradually added to his force until he has at present ten hands employed in the work. He spends 

part of his time on the road selling. He is steadily increasing the quantity and also the quality of the 

output and manufactures a high grade of 5 and 10 cent goods. In all he manufactures 20 different 



brands. It is a fine industry, well conducted and turning out a product that equals if not excels the 

products of the best factories of the state. 

July 22, 1909 – Adolph Krueger cuts off couple of fingers in meat grinder at meat market. 

July 22, 1909 - Princeton Brewers vs. Redgranite Flyers 

July 22, 1909 – Cement walks have laid on Water Street from Nickodem’s corner to Luedtke’s wagon 

shop. This completes Water St. with cement walks. Princeton may well boast of having the best walks 

for the size of the town in the state. 

July 22, 1909 – Pres. J.E. Hennig and Fred Sterns went to Milwaukee Tuesday morning to view interiors 

of churches and get ideas regarding installing electric lights. Lutheran 

July 29, 1909 – 450 attend Blues game with Ripon (Blues won) but can’t see game results all black. Aug. 

5 papers says Ripon papers complained about umpires and the “police force witnessing this daylight 

robbery.” …  “Manager after manager of others teams have told us that Ripon was never known to give 

a square deal to an outside team that came there to play ball. They want the whole hog and when 

Princeton placed an umpire in the field that umpired a square game but failed to change his decisions to 

suit the Ripon kickers, they were then heard to give the small boy cry of cheating.” … “To come down to 

plain facts, Princeton clearly outplayed Ripon.” Two runs off squeeze play and Brusberg’s two RBI triple 

in the ninth. Pitcher Marsh. Frank? 

July 29, 1909 – S. Bartol of Berlin was a Princeton visitor Saturday of last week. 

July 29, 1909 – The buildings of Fred Sommer containing machinery, buggies, etc. are being moved 

toward Frank Borsack’s shop to make room for a machine shop to be erected by and for B.H. Shew.  

August 5, 1909 – German Day will be Sept. 9. 

August 5, 1909 – People are playing progressive cinch at parties. 

August 5, 1909 – Vic Yahr is taking a vacation and leaving the city so he resigns as manager of the base 

ball club. Dr. C.R. Powers will be the manager. 

August 12, 1909 – Thomas Colts also a Princeton team.  

August 12, 1909 – Emil Messing of Oshkosh finishing laying of slate roof on Lutheran church. 

August 12, 1909 – Mr. Eugene Smith is the happy owner of a beautiful Cadillac car. Mr. and Mrs. Otis 

Warren, of Juneau, have a Regal. 

August 19, 1909 – Misses Meta and Tina Thomas, Mrs. Kathryn Bartol, of Berlin, and Miss Agnes Bartol, 

of Green Lake, were guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Thomas a few days of last week. … Mr. 

and Mrs. Eugene Thomas and little daughter Kathryn went to Silver Lake Tuesday to spend a few days 

outing. 

August 19, 1909 – E.D. Morse is erecting a new elevator 24 x 50 – 32 feet high located on Main Street 

under the supervision of B.H. Shew. 



August 19, 1909 – Rural carrier Frank Wyse while on his trip Monday met an engine which frightened 

the horse causing it to run over a stone fence and thus upsetting the buggy. Frank was thrown under the 

buggy and dragged a short distance. He luckily escaped with a few injuries. The horse was caught in Mr. 

Bartol’s yard. 

August 19, 1909 – Wm. Schroeder closing out. Paint. Axle grease. Buggy whips. 

August 26, 1909 – Fats. Vs. Leans to help pay for town clock going into Lutheran church tower. Leans win 

27-10. Raise about $50. 

August 26, 1909 – Railroad having new turntable built in place of the old one. The entire structure is 

being built of steel. 

August 26, 1909 – Vic is F.J. Yahr’s son. 

September 2, 1909 – Principal Olman’s illness – bursting of blood vessel along nasal canal – causes board 

to postpone start of school from Sept. 6 to 13.  

Sept. 2, 1909 – See the Germans come from Fatherland on the ocean liner “Deutschand” German Day. 

Sept. 2, 1909 – Otto Maulick had new fixtures placed into his saloon the “Buffet” which greatly improves 

his place and gives it the appearance of a first-class saloon. 

Sept. 9, 1909 – John Johnkosie opening a sorghum mill. 

Sept. 9, 1909 – Green Lake County Training School opens in Berlin with 38 students. 

Sept. 9, 1909 – F. Schendel & Son selling Columbia double-disc records – a different selection on each 

side – at 65 cents. Fit any machine. … E.D. Morse offering reward for return of automobile rear lamp. 

Sept. 9, 1909 – W.W. Whittemore and family who have recently sold their place to Tom Roberts are 

moving their household goods to the place they purchased from T.J. Paull. Mr. Roberts is remodeling the 

Whittemore place and will soon have same ready for business. 

Sept. 16, 1909 – Another German Day has come and gone. The early part of the day was cloudy and 

rather threatening toward bad weather, which probably kept a few of the more timid ones at home. Yet 

it seemed that there were few timid ones from eight in the morning until noon a stream of teams 

poured into town. The German Day celebration really began on the arrival of the military band the 

evening before. There was a grand electrical display and many people came in to hear the music. The 

German Singing Society of Fall Creek and the band gave a concert in the hall. It was not largely attended 

but the renditions were excellent. The German Society of Fall Creel rendered several selections which 

were highly enjoyed and loudly applauded by the audience. These men came from Fall Creek nearly 200 

miles to assist in the celebration of German Day. The military band opened the day’s program with 

concerts on the street and the Princeton Little German band interspersed with music and funny antics. 

The music during the day was of a high order and the Fond du Lac military band eclipsed its former 

reputation as renderers of fine music. At ten o’clock the industrial parade took place. The band led the 

procession and the different societies marched. There were many fine floats in the parade which reflect 

credit on the business represented by the showing of a high grade of goods and further on the ability of 

our business men to arrange such tasty and up to date designs. It was a very credible display. At one 

o’clock the German immigrants arrived on the ship “Deutschland.” The immigrants were dressed in truly 



German costumes which depicted German ways and life in a very realistic way. After landing and 

meeting their German relatives at the harbor they were taken on wagons and floats representing 

German scenes such as the German home, dance hall, beer garden, etc. It was a fine depiction of the 

early German costumes and ways. The parade was enjoyed an applauded by the large assemblage of 

people that were on the streets to witness it. The parade was followed by a program of singing and 

speaking which took place at the grand stand. President of the Day J.E. Hennig introduced the German 

Singing Society of Fall Creek. The society rendered two excellent selections that were enjoyed and 

applauded by the large crowd present. Pres. Hennig then introduced Cashier Dehde of Oshkosh who 

delivered a good oration in German setting forth the reasons for celebrating and congratulating the 

Germans on their spirit of patriotism. This was followed by a very strong oration in English by Atty. 

Oelrich of Oshkosh. The orations were well received and highly applauded. At 4:30 the burlesque parade 

took place. It was well gotten up and a fine exposition of events of 1909 in burlesque. Prof. Weinkauf did 

himself proud as a cartoonist. His fine delineation and portrayal on the canvas calls forth most favorable 

comment from the interested spectators. In the evening there was a grand concert by the band and a 

electrical display. The arches were illuminated with electricity, which gave the streets a very pretty and 

striking appearance. Later in the evening all repaired to the Turner Hall for a grand finale to the day’s 

sports and enjoyment. We understand there were 204 tickets sold at the dance. All in all, it was a great 

celebration. Many hundreds of people came to witness and enjoy the German festival, and all seemed of 

the opinion that it was a day of universal pleasure. Probably no city in the country celebrates the 

German Day in so truly a natural style as Princeton, and few if any cities make such elaborate 

preparations for the festival as Princeton.  …  next week paper estimates crowd at 4000 

Sept. 16, 1909 – Andrew Drill says someone stole $500 on German Day. Offers $50 reward. 

Sept. 16, 1909 – Mr. Herman Warnke’s building, which has been in course of construction since last July, 

is so far completed that the first floor will be occupied as a saloon for German Day. Mr. Warnke has 

lately purchased bar fixtures which will be installed in the near future. The building and saloon when all 

completed will be one of the finest in the city. The saloon will be managed by Emil Schultz. - 504 W 

Sept. 16, 1909 – Several changes have been made in the course of study in our high school this year. 

Since we have a teachers training school in our county now, we have dispenses with psychology and 

theory and art of teaching. Instead we have made our commercial course stronger and have added 

spelling and writing for all students. Four-year business course added to curriculum. This makes three 

courses that the Princeton High School now can give its students: German, English, business. This last 

course contains such practical studies as arithmetic, bookkeeping, business, correspondence, banking, 

commercial law, commercial geography, current events, shorthand and typewriting. … Plus English and 

history. 

Sept. 16, 1909 – Andrew Drill installs new fixtures in saloon. 

Sept. 23, 1909 – Miss Maggie Nowack and Miss Paulus were Berlin vistors yesterday morning. 

Sept. 23, 1909 – John Barthol and his sister Bernice went to Milwaukee Tuesday to visit relatives. 

Sept. 30, 1909 – William R. Yahr is dead at age 45 – He died Oct. 6, 1907 

Oct 21, 1909 – Dr. Wendlandt passes. 



JUMPS FROM OCT 21 TO NOV. 25 

Nov. 25, 1909 – J. Har Basel, the moving picture man who has been coming here for a number of 

seasons, was again with us last Friday evening, Nov. 19, and was as usual greeted by a fair sized house 

(at Turner Hall). J Har always gives a show that the people enjoy. He is a royal entertainer and a story 

teller, and his pictures are simply fine. He has lately added an electric light machine to his outfit, which 

does away with that disagreeable flickering usually encountered in a moving picture machine. 

Nov. 25, 1909 – Valuations. Town 720,000; village 688,000 

Nov. 25, 1909 – Bert Shew purchased his supply of roller skates last week. The skates are of the very 

latest type and improvements. Bert will have a skating rink on the second floor of the Automobile 

Garage. Part of the machinery and turning lathe of the Shew & Yahr Automobile Garage arrived here the 

later part of last week and the fore part of the week. 

Nov. 25, 1909 – cashier Schultheis’ first name is Henry. 

Nov. 25, 1909 – Mrs Herman Sommer wants to sell her half of implement business F. Sommer & Son. 

Dec. 9, 1909 – School board director Herman Lambrecht back from extended visit to Minnesota. 

Dec. 9, 1909 – School athletic club has ordered a regular size basketball and plan to practice at Shew’s 

new hall.  

Dec. 9, 1909 – JJ Radtke selling house and lot on Pearl Street (behind Sweds) 

Dec. 9, 1909 – Big Eugene Thomas ad. The Price Maker. 

Dec. 16, 1909 – Creamery in good condition. President is S.E. Morse. Directors include Frank Nowak.  

Dec. 16, 1909 – County Superintendent George V. Kelley purchases Dr. Wendlandt home on Short 

Street. 

Dec. 23, 1909 – School quarterly 

Dec. 23, 1909 – Lutheran church dedicated. St. Johns Lutheran Congregation viewed with much pride 

their new edifice last Sunday as they witnessed the services connected with the dedication of the new 

church. For two years the congregation have watched with interest the construction of the building 

which they voted and appropriated money for over two years ago. The 250 families of the congregation 

were doubly proud of this handsome structure, as it sowed up beautiful, impressive and imposing at the 

exercises held Sunday, which transformed it from a mere building into the spiritual home and House of 

God. The handsome church in al its apartments will stand comparison with any church in the state, 

outsid of the large cities and with many of the latter too. It is built of Ohio brick and is cross shape. It is 

104 feet long, 72x50 feet wide and has a seating capacity of 850. The inside decorations are works of art. 

They are beautiful, artistic and show that the best skill of the country was obtained to produce such a 

fine scenic effect. The program carried out last Sunday was the same as the published program. The 

music was excellent. Many comments were made on the excellence of all the musical numbers. The 

services were conducted by Rev. Hoyer and Rev. Hoyer of West Bend, Prof. Koehler of Milwaukee, Prof. 

Pieper of Wauwatosa and Rev. Schlei of Montello. The sermons were full of good advice and were 

attentively listened to by the large assemblage of people present. Three services were held, one in the 



morning, in the afternoon and the evening and each time the church was filled to its seating capacity. 

The congregation and guests of the congregation viewed with great interest the beautiful display when 

the lights were turned on for the evening program. The various arches about the church inside are set 

with electric lights in all numbering 265 in the building. It was a pretty and impressive sight. St. John’s 

Lutheran congregation have indeed a beautiful and commodious church. By following the leadership of 

Rev. Hoyer and church officers, year by year they have been adding much to their church property. The 

congregation has had a unique history and an epitome of that history will not be amiss at this time. In 

going back over the years, we find that according to church records of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran church in 

the year 1864 sixteen people discussed matters pertaining to establishing a Lutheran congregation for 

Princeton and vicinity. A few weeks later another meeting was held and Lutherans from the village and 

surrounding towns were present. At this meeting the important step of engaging a pastor was discussed 

and a request was made for a minister to take charge of the congregation by common consent 

established. On June 1st of that year Rev. J.J. Kern of Fond du Lac came to assume the duties of pastor of 

the new congregation. A meeting was at once called and rules and regulations were adopted by 

members of the church. Rev. Kern remained here until the spring of 1865. Then for a year and a half the 

parish was without a minister. In November 1866 Rev. Lucas accepted the call and he remained for two 

years. It was during the pastorate of Rev. Lucas that a regular organization was formed, and the church 

society was incorporated in December 1867. The first trustees elected were: A. Zierke, C. Lemke and S. 

Luedtke. During this time a constitution was adopted, property purchased, and the erection of a church 

was decided upon. In 1867 a church 28x46 was built. It was erected on the site where the old church 

now stands. In August 1869 Rev. J.A. Hoyer took charge of the congregation. He was in charge of the 

congregation until 1884, a period of 15 years. During his pastorate the congregation had grown to a 

membership of 145 families. This rapid growth caused the old church to be unadequate in capacity and 

the question of procuring more room was discussed. In 1884 the congregation completed a new edifice. 

The pastor. Rev. J.A. Hoyer, who was highly esteemed and admired by all resigned his work at the head 

of the church and his son the Rev. A.G. Hoyer present minister succeeded him in the work. During the 25 

years of pastorate of Rev. A.G. Hoyer many things have came to pass which shows the growth, interest 

and zeal of the congregation under the direction of a sincere, capable and efficient leader. A beautiful 

and commodious parsonage was erected. A parochial school was established and a two room building 

erected on the west side. A tasty residence was built for the teacher in that school. The work of 

beautifying and decorating the buildings and grounds of these buildings was yearly carried on. Energy 

and ceaseless work on the part of the pastor and congregation for these 25 years has made this a 

congregation of 250 families proud of their achievements and earnest in their desire to follow their 

spiritual adviser and leader. The pastor has always had the cooperation of his congregation whose 

officers have fortunately always been men of most excellent standing, good judgment and with desires 

to have a comfortable and beautiful place of worship. The present officers are G.J. Krueger, president; 

Chas. Maik, secretary; G. Teske, treasurer; E. Mueller, Wm. Schmidt, R. Manthey, Wm. Swanson, J. 

Schneeberger, Gustav Schram, trustees. The following men have been president of the church since 

organization. Rev. J.A. Hoyer for a number of years, Fred Luedtke, M. Kopp, A. Rimpler a number of 

years and since the death of Mr. Rimpler, G.J. Krueger has been president. The school officers are J.E. 

Hennig, president; Chas. Maik, secretary; Edw. Teske Sr., treasurer; trustees E. Mueller, Gust Teske and 

R. Manthey. The following have been instructors in the German school since it was organized, M. 

Hodtwalker, Jul Voss Sr., John Mohr, L. Hansen, Theo. Voss, C.P. Kambe and M.F. Militzer. All these men 

working with their pastor and an interested congregation have made the Princeton congregation one of 



the large and enthusiastic parishes of the state. The large membership of 250 famlies could not be 

accommodated in the old church, and it became a necessity to consider plans for more room. In the 

spring of 1907 general meetings were held where the enlargement of a new building was discussed. At 

one of these meetings it was decided to build a new church and the pastor was requested to take up a 

subscription for a new building. In his travels among the congregation the pastor met with a hearty 

support and in a short time his subscription paper showed $14,000 subscribed. Encouraged and inspired 

by the excellent interest taken by many, the congregation voted a $25,000 building. A new site across 

the street from where the old church now stands was selected and purchased for $2,000. A building 

committee consisting of G.J. Krueger, J.E. Hennig, Fred Lunow, Rudolph Manthey, Herman Krueger, Gust 

Zierke and Henry Kallies was elected. In May 1907 this committee let the contract for building the new 

structure to Mr. Bruesberg of New London. J.E. Hennig was elected superintendent of construction. The 

present substantial comfortable commodious and beautiful edifice was not the outgrowth of a xxx and 

thot. For years the congregation and church officers lead by the able pastor Rev. Hoyer have been laying 

plans for good church accommodations for the congregation, and the final culmination of the work 

connected with building this structure reflects credit on the energy, ingenuity and steadfastness of 

purpose of Rev. Hoyer and the church officers and committees who had the work in charge. Supt. Of 

construction J.E. Hennig has put an unlimited amount of energy and thot into his work. He and the 

committee have been careful and yet persistent in their efforts to make this a most acceptable home for 

St. John’s congregation. The fruits of their earnest efforts were seen Sunday when the new church 

completed loomed up in all the grandeur and splendor that we are wont to see in the large churches of 

the cities. The final exercises which mark the completion of the church were well attended and St. 

John’s congregation have a home that they can on account of its size, beauty, be justly proud of. It is an 

elegant church and shows the progressive spirit and religious zeal of this congregation that has grown to 

two hundred fifty families. 

-- 

1910 

January 20, 1910 – Martin Bednarek has horse accident. 

January 20, 1910 – Barthol is treasurer of St. John’s but first name cut off. 

January 20, 1910 – Princeton Overall and Shirt Mfg. Co. declares five percent dividend. 

January 20, 1910 – Gene Thomas has purchased a fancy bred trotter of Milwaukee parties. The animal 

was in some of the big races last fall and won big money. It has a 2:18 record. That seems to be about 

the fastest stepper in this section. The animal arrived Sunday via of the C&N Ry. 

January 27, 1910 – There is talk of forming a baseball league: Ripon, Berlin, Markesan, Waupun, Green 

Lake, Princeton, Horicon mentioned as possible members. 

January 27, 1910 – Local clubs include Revelers, Sororal Club Swastika Club, Eagles, Rebekkah Lodge, 

Oddfellows, Masons,  

January 27, 1910 – Joe Schwiderski breaks his leg falling on icy platform near pump while watering 

horses at his home. 



January 27 or February 3, 1910 – At the last assessment there were 5,885 horses in the county, 14 

mules, 20085 cattle, 12,604 sheep, 8007 swine, 48 automobiles and 4,217 sleighs and wagons. 

COMPARE TO 1905 ASSESSMENT? Princeton village contains 732 acres, Green Lake 198 and Markesan 

1,235. City of Berlin – 5200. 

January 27 or February 3, 1910 – Lehner raising some nice chickens. 

Feb. 10, 1910 - Ferdinand Wuerch sells his horses, stops draying and sells ice house. 

Feb. 10, 1910 – Mr. Schultz of Oshkosh recently installed for the John Ernst Brew. Co. of this city several 

new beer vats. The above-named firm is enjoying excellent trade and the demand for their product 

exceeding their manufacture, made it necessary to increase the capacity. 

Feb. 10, 1910 – By now it’s called the Riverside Hotel. 

Feb. 10, 1910 – Frank Nickodem wins oratory contest at Ripon College. Will compete at state college 

contest in Waukesha. “A Master Spirit of Puritanism.” 

Feb. 10, 1910 – T.J. Paull has restaurant – maybe not far from Shew roller rink. 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Photographer H.A. Lyman files for bankruptcy.  

Feb. 17, 1910 – Mr. Sanders, of Fond du Lac, begins turning classes at Turner Hall. Three classes. 14 

members each. 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Class schedule for each teacher. HS program - Geometry, Civics, Alegebra, Arithmetic, 

Physics laboratory, Botany, Agriculture, American literature, Sewing, Drawing, Physiology, Ancient 

History, German, composition, English, American History, Commercial geography, Bookkeeping, 

shorthand, Writing & Spelling, Typewriting. 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Attorney James L. Kelley’s office is above Teske store. 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Herman Westfield is rural mail carrier on route 1. 

Feb. 24, 1910 – Junior and sophomore boys play each other in basketball. The basketball captain has 

received challenges from Marquette, Montello, Markesan, Green Lake and Wautoma. - But first meeting 

in March only draws three people.  

Feb. 24, 1910 – JP Schneider and wife to observe golden wedding. Was in Princeton 11 years. Good back 

ground on him prior to Princeton for CHANGING OF THE GUARD chapter. Arrived in Oshkosh in 1855. 

Established vinegar factory, erected Germania hall on Main Street, built Schneider’s hall. Says he 

purchased American Hotel from Fred W. Cook about 1872 and sold to Henry K. Priest in 1883. 

Feb. 24, 1910 – Barbers Ed. Hennig, John Roberts and H.E. Tucker agree price for shaving is now 10 cents 

and extra charge of 5 cents for hot towel. 

March 3, 1910 – S.E. Morse entertains teachers. 

March 3, 1910 – South wall of school office. 8x10-foot picture of hunting scene from Remington Gun Co. 

March 3, 1910 – The high school basketball team played their first outside game Tuesday evening at 

Shew’s hall. Marquette won 29-10. “Our boys played a good game thruout and proved that we have 



good material to work with.” Plan to play at Marquette on Friday (lose 36-10) and at Markesan on 

Saturday. Lose 38-10 to Montello for third loss two weeks later. “The boys are satisfied, however, for 

being beginners in the business, they were glad to hold crack players down to that score.” In April lose at 

Montello but enjoy dance afterward. Two of the girl teams played a game as a curtain raiser.” 

But also are preparing baseball schedule. School sent for samples of suits and team “will soon appear in 

full togs.” 

March 3, 1910 – Dr. A. G. Giese has purchased a beautiful Buick Touring Car of the Princeton Auto Co. of 

which B. Shew and V. Yahr are co-partners. It is a substantial machine, and we have reason to believe 

that the doctor and his family will enjoy many pleasant outings in this modern motor this season. We 

congratulate our worthy dentist on the purchase of this new modern up to date car. The Auto Co. has 

prospects for a find business this season. 

March 10, 1910 – The 13-year-old daughter of Stanish Jezeski was taken to the hospital at Fond du Lac 

by her father yesterday afternoon to be operated for appendicitis. 

March 10, 1910 – Louis Merrill, who recently became owner of the west side Swanke wagon shops, has 

through a deal or trade transferred same to Wm. Seidel. We have been unable to learn as to Mr. Seidel’s 

future intention regarding same. 

March 10, 1910 – Fred Marsh of Berlin is pitcher for the Princeton ball team. 

March 17, 1910 – Mr. Edward Bartell is spending the week with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bartell 

at Green Lake. John and Leo Bartol went to Ripon, Berlin and Redgranite last Tuesday morning for a few 

days visit with relatives and friends.  

March 24, 1910 – Edward C. Warner dies. 

March 24, 1910 – Village board special meeting to open bids for management of electric plant. H.E. 

Megow $420, Wm. Keys $199, Erich Mueller $245 and A.H. Rimpler $200 per year. Rejected all. Two bids 

are too high while the other two are too close together. One week later, bids are Erich Mueller $225, 

W.A. Keys $199 and WJ Mesick $240. Keys selected for term of two years. 

March 24, 1910 – Declamatory contest – Gladys Borst first, Adolph Hennig second. 

March 24, 1910 – Autos for hire. Princeton Auto Co. Guaranteed repair work. 

March 24, 1910 – The Keys studio will be closed next week due to the erection of a new and more 

commodious building.  Short Street? 

March 31, 1910 – Leila Barthol visited with her sister at Ripon Friday. 

April 7, 1910 – Quiet election. Mike Gesse is elected president. In Milwaukee, Emil Seidel elected mayor 

as Social Democrats sweep offices there. 

April 7, 1910 – Gasoline boats on Fox. More gasoline boats than cars? Victor Yahr went to Oshkosh this 

morning to get two or three automobiles which he has contracted for. Next week advertising: Come in 

and see the Lightning Bug at Princeton Auto Co.  Sold two cars to parties in Montello. I think we 

previously mentioned Eugene Smith has auto. 



April 7, 1910 – Edward Bartol went to Milwaukee last Monday. 

April 7, 1910 – Before removing our old building we will sell for the next few weeks at cost our splendid 

line of buggies. Lambrecht and Krueger 

April 14, 1910 – Mrs. H.K. Priest passes. George Holliday is her son from previous marriage. 

April 14, 1910 – Wm. Wyse and Thomas Morse are census takers for village and town, respectively. … 

Wyse drops out, so Morse does both. 

April 14, 1910 – Birthday party for Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Thomas’ daughter Katherine. No Bartols on list. 

April 14, 1910 – Princeton High baseball team loses first game 19-1 at Berlin.  

April 14, 1910 – Princeton Telephone Company elects officers: E.R. Smith, president; Frank Mueller, vice 

president; A.A. Krueger, secretary; H.J. Maxwell, treasurer. Directors: Wm. Beyer, Jas. L. Kelley, Fred 

Page, Eugene Thomas, Jul Kelm. The company has decided to build 20 miles of line in the town of 

Princeton and work will begin on the construction of the line at once. Plans are being made to extend 

the lines already laid out and it is expected by all the total number of miles will reach 40. Stockholders 

also include W.J. Mesick, Dr. J.A. Froehlich, O.M. Maulick, A. Drill, Chas. Nickodem, F. Nickodem, A.A. 

Manthey, Dr. Racek, J.L. Kelley, E.D. Morse, W. Wyse, E. Teske Sr., F.W. Page, Will Beyer, A. Wenetzki, Jul 

Kelm, Albert Krueger, Frank Nowak and Julius Reetz. Shares offered at $25 each. 

April 14, 1910 – Eugene Thomas went to Ripon last Tuesday morning and returned with his automobile 

which he traded for at Waupun. Rev Father Knitter also has car. 

April 14, 1910 – August Schiefelbein offers to sell or trade saloon property immediate west of the 

Princeton State Bank. 

April 21, 1910 – Schools close two weeks due to prevalence of scarlet fever – more in town than village. 

During the break, building equipped with a state-mandated fire escape on the east side of the building, 

with exits to same from office and grammar department. In May Elsa Kohnke, 15, of St. Marie dies. 

April 21, 1910 – Andrew Loshinksi of the town of Princeton brought in a stalk of rye 25 inches in length. 

Two feet one inch high on the 18th day of April is a big record for rye. Who can beat it? Our Princeton 

farmers have very productive land. 

April 21, 1910 – Fred and Leo Schewe form partnership to conduct a general nursery business for 

Princeton and vicinity. The nursery will be known as the Fox River Nursery Company. And a large and 

excellent line of guaranteed stock will be grown and offered for sale. Any one wanting shrubs, trees of 

any descriptions, plants, etc. should see them before purchasing. The people of this vicinity have long 

needed a nursery and the establishment of this new business is a good thing for the community. 

April 21, 1910 – Princeton Telephone Co directors order supplies with Jul Andre & Sons of Milwaukee, 

should be here in ten days and work will commence on new line. W.J. Mesick was elected construction 

manager. Eugene Thomas elected president and Fred Page elected vice president. The company bids to 

be a strong one, and farmers are subscribing stock and signing for phones every day. 



April 7-14-21, 1910 – Lone Tree Mine. Dramatic company. The great electrical storm. Realistic mine 

explosion. A pine struck by lightning. Great scenic effect. The guardian angel tableax, Bernadene Knitter. 

For benefit of St. Patrick’s. 

April 28, 1910 – League declamation at Wautoma. Glady Borst finishes second. 

April 28, 1910 – Fire department annual meetings are in April. 

April 28, 1910 – S. Nickodem is Stanish Nickodem. 

April 28, 1910 – Frank Mueller’s son Norbert to attend UW. 

May 5, 1910 – Ferdinand T. Yahr claimed by death. Obit from Milwaukee Sentinel. 

May 5, 1910 – Vic Yahr’s new car “The Flanders” is attracting the attention of the automobile would-

bees.  

May 5, 1910 – Carl Radtke is a barber. Now in Oshkosh but fills in for Ed Hennig while he “is speculating 

in the west.” Carl was the first young man in Princeton to pass the barber’s examination and get his 

certificate. He likes Oshkosh. Hennig buys farm in Montana. Puts barber shop up for sale and 36-foot 

cabin boat. 

May 12, 1910 – Village board charters the power launch “Comfort” of John Shew to take trip to 

Montello to examine the street pavements there. Considering paving part of Water Street. Montello has 

two streets in business section paved with cement last summer. 

May 12, 1910 – Turner Opera House, Princeton Opera House, Turner Hall. 

May 12, 1910 – high school baseball team gets first win, 4-2 over Wautoma. 

May 12, 1910 – Peter Bartel of Berlin was a Princeton visitor and renewed his subscription. 

May 12, 1910 – Edward Bartol, formerly employed in the dental office of Dr. C.P. Powers, went to Devils 

Lake, North Dakota, last Monday morning where accepted position as bookkeeper in a drug store. 

May 12, 1910 – Baseball meeting. Eugene Thomas elected manager. Other officers are Barney Oelke, O. 

Hoyer, C. Kinkel and J. Mulheren. 

May 19, 1910 – Little blurb about early grist mills. ADD TO SHAW’S LANDING. 

May 19, 1910 – Messrs. Leo Schewe, Victor Yahr and Carl Schendel went to Milwaukee last Saturday. 

They returned with Vic’s new auto “Buick” which he purchased there. 

May 19, 1910 – Frank Nickodem at Ripon. 

May 26, 1910 – Princeton opens baseball season with 4-3 win over Kingson with three runs in ninth 

inning. Pitcher Reinhardt strikes out 13. 

May 26, 1910 – Another reminiscence by H. Circus tickets. 

May 26, 1910 – Obit for Frank Bartol, of Berin. Father and mother are still alive – Stanley? Brothers are 

Peter, of Berlin, John and Leo, of Princeton, six sisters including Pauline Bartol and Miss Francis Bartol of 

Chicago. 



May 26, 1910 – Leila Barthol’s geographical map sent up to the office.  

May 26, 1910 – Weeding of Marcella Jezeski and John Jankowski. Marcella is older sister of “Little Julie 

Jezeski, dressed in white, acted as flower girl and carried a bouquet of pink carnations.” 

May 26, 1910 – Village board minutes. April 21. Electric rates set at 8 cents per thousand for those using 

less than 60,000 wats per month; 7 cents per 1,000 thereafter. 

May 26, 1910 – Saloon property heretofore owned by Mrs. Dodge for rent, sale or trade. 

June 2, 1910 – St. Marie history by the Rev. J. Holznecht. Dutch Capuchine Father P. Louis Godhaart 

erected in 1849 a log chapel St. Mary of the fountain, also his residence, to commemorate the blessing 

of the fountain by Pere Marquette on June 7, 1673.  … Rev. E. Gray of Ripon erected the brick chapel at 

St. Mary of the fountain on the hill above the old foen de Village Le Cote de Sainte Marie in 1861, 

dedicated by Bishop M. Henni in fall of the same year. … The chapel, unfit for use, was torn down in 

1909 to make room for a new chapel nearer the blest Holy well. … Allouez named Mascouten city St. 

James Mission. … Rev. Frank and Holznecht opened St. Marie church in September 1892. Visitors to St. 

Marie in 1892 till 1898 came from Ripon, Berlin, Montello, Briggsville, Neshkoro, Portage and Princeton. 

… Archbishop Messmer donated to B.V. Stature of St. Marie chapel $20 priests and people paid balance 

and so also for the Holy Well painting $30. THE CROSS 

June 2, 1910 – Village board minutes. P 5. Village buys tank, pump, engine, etc. for purpose of sprinkling 

streets from A.E. Steinke for $274. 

June 2, 1910 – Long Memorial Day article. 

June 2, 1910 – School notes mention F. Schendel & Son’s jewelry store. 

June 2, 1910 – Town Miller visits in his Oldsmobile. Yahr goes to Oshkosh to get Buick. 

June 9, 1910 – Village board minutes. May 19, 1910. Cement sidewalks: F.J. Yahr corner on Farmer 

Street to Schwenzler’s corner with one crossing; from village hall on Main Street up to Teske’s corner on 

Farmer Street with one crossing; from A. Giese corner on Water St. up to Behm; Pearl Street from O.R. 

Luedtke corner to H. Busse shops; from Mrs. Borman to Herman’s corner with one crossing; west side – 

Main street from bridge to mill channel; Main Street from F. Borsack corner to Wm. Schiefelbein corner, 

and from Schiefelbein corner on Third St. to Wm. Otto corner.  

June 9, 1910 – August L. Bahrke seeks saloon license for corner of Main and Second streets, lots 6 and 7, 

block 7 – Western House? Also, Albert Kinas and Frank Zelinski to keep saloon on Water lot 26, south 

side of Water Street, in building known as Buck Horn Saloon. Fred Schendel, west 30 feet of lot 4, block 

D, north side of Water; O.M. Maulick, American House buffet, north side of Water; John Kerski, east 1.2 

of water lot 24, Pearl and Water; Louis Miller (owned by JJ Radtke), lot 1, block d, north side of Water; 

Peter Stott, lot 1, block C, north side, Water; Herman Warnke, water lot 25???; Oscar Tassler, water lot 

29, block 32; Andrew Drill, lot 5, block D, Water; Peter Stott, lot 3, block c; E. C. Schrank, lot 4, block c, 

north side water; M.M. Bednarek, on premises of Theo. Bednarek, lot 6 and 7, block c, north side Water. 

Herman Warnke, lot 8, north side water????; H.E. Megow, water lot 25, south side Water; Henry and 

Otto Krueger, on premises of Erich Mueller, lot 4, block C, north side Water. 

June 16, 1910 – Earl Stewart graduates U of Minnesota law school. 



June 16, 1910 – Grammar room (eighth-grade) graduation class of 16. 

June 16, 1910 – Rail road timetable: Passenger east, 7:05, 12:01, 3:30 and on Sunday only 5:13; 

passenger west, 11:20 a.m. 8:16 p.m. and on Sunday 11 a.m. only. Freight east, 12:30 and 5:30 p.m.; 

west 7:25 and 10:30 a.m. 

June 16, 1910 – Senior class play is two-hour comedy. Pauline Nickodem 

June 23, 1910 – Class of 1910 photo. Pauline Nickodem salutatorian. Lilly Krueger valedictorian. Also 

Edward Frei, Norbert Mueller and Gladys Borst.  

June 23, 1910 – Program at Turner Hall celebrates 36th anniversary of Turner Society. Each class was 

composed of boys and girls, men and women who had at the inception of the work little or no 

experience in the training art. Flag exercises, horse, pyramids, parallel bars, swinging, wand exercises. 

June 23, 1910 – Charles Ellinger, street commissioner, says thermometer showed 102 in the shade. 

June 23, 1910 – Miss Lillian Morse attends school at Grafton Hall, Fond du Lac. Episcopal? 

June 23, 1910 – O.H. Hoyer managing baseball team. Team loses 4-0 on June 26 to team the Nonpareils, 

semi-pro team from Milwaukee. 

June 30, 1910 – Skat Club.  

June 30, 1910 – Trip to Mitchell’s Glen. Numerous springs of sparkling ice-cold water. 180 feet below in 

glen. Will play again July 3 and 4. 

July 7, 1910 – Rather poor attendance at annual school meeting. Herman Lambrecht re-elected as 

director. 

July 7, 1910 – 5000 attend 4th . “Princeton’s citizens have done themselves proud in the past in fulfilling 

a time-honored custom of celebrating this day, but if the expressions of those in attendance at the many 

attractions of the 1910, 4th are a criterion this year’s celebration adds another well earned laurel to 

Princeton’s manner of celebrating.” Italian Band of Lohrville arrived on morning train. German band led 

baseball teams (Nonpareils of Milwaukee). Auto parade: “Several very prettily decorated automobiles 

moved in this procession. E.R. Smith’s car took the judges’ eye and carried off the first prize and E.D. 

Morse’s was awarded second.” Races on the main street draw immense crowd of spectators. Turning 

exhibition. 200 tickets sold to dance that night at Turner Hall. Not a single arrest but … RW Harmon 

burned attempting to extinguish fire started by the explosion of a mass of giant fire crackers which 

unaccountable caught fire, was severely burned about the arms and body. While Mr. Harmon’s clothing 

was burning he ran back to the river and jumped into the water thus extinguishing the fire to clothing 

and himself. He at once was taken to the office of dr. J.A. Froehlich where his injuries received 

treatment.” Recovering. … Princeton defeats Nonpareils 4-1 on July 3 and tied 4-4 on the 4th when game 

called at the end of the 10th inning.  

July 7 or 14, 1910 – St. Marie District 7 list of school officials since formed – lots of turnover! 

July 14, 1910 – Enrollment last year was 311 – 151 boys, 160 girls. 

July 21, 1910 – August Kohnke’s little boy, 11 weeks, dies of pneumonia. Sister Elsa died June 2 of scarlet 

fever. 



July 21, 1910 – E.H. and E.B. Simpson knew each other in Cleveland, ages 8 and 10. Simpson clerked in f. 

Durand’s store. Durand was Simpson’s cousin and guardian. “When we arrived here on Treat’s Landing, 

now Princeton, we found the country occupied mostly by squatters and Indians, the latter seemed to 

predominate.” Some time in the early sixties Simpson moved to Milwaukee and was extensively 

engaged in the lumber business until recently turned same over to his son. … E.H. history 

July 21, 1910 – John Loshkinski, of Princeton, elected by U. of Illinois a fellowship in its biology 

department. 

July 21, 1910 – The farmers of this vicinity and neighborhood who have frequently met in this village a 

the Village Hall for the purpose of organizing a live stock and shipping company, have incorpated with a 

capital stock of $3,000. It is as we understand it, the intention of the company to do their own shipping 

of stock which they raise and will also buy stock of those who are not members of the company. 

Following are the incorporators: Gustav Schultz, Wm. Grahn, Wilson Kreb, J.E. Wyse, Wm. Swanke, Edw. 

Hardell, Fred Spooner, G Grahn, Joe Guderski and Larence Mashuda.  Board of directors: Fred Spooner, 

Fred Page, G. Grahn, John Barthol and Wm. Swanke. The board of directors elected Fred Spooner, 

president; Fred Page, vice president; Edw. Hardell, secretary and buyer; Joe Guderski, treasurer. The 

company will begin business on August 1st. 

August 4, 1910 – Edward Nickodem working at National hotel in Markesan. 

August 4, 1910 – Village 217 boys an 307 girls of school age in the district.? 

August 4, 1910 – The German Ev. Lutheran old church building will be taken down in the nearest future. 

Singles off the roof will be sold at 50 cents for a double wagon box. Pews $1 and $1.50 each. 

August 4, 1910 – Messrs. Lambrecht & Krueger are busily engaged in the erection of a modern and up-

to-date implement and machinery building at their old stand adjoining the Princeton Garage. The 

building will be 33x65 two-story, brick and cement blocks. Architect B.H. Shew has the contract. 

August 11, 1910 – Baseball team drops another game. Bad fielding. 100 people go to Berlin by car an d 

launch to watch 8-1 loss.  

August 11, 1910 – Cashier H.J. Schultheis is the happy owner of a new E.M.F. auto, which he recently 

traded for with Oshkosh parties. 

August 18, 1910 – Wm Nowack breaks his leg employed at Neshkoro brick yards. Wheeling clay down 

embankment which gave way, fell several feet. 

August 25, 1910 – Free talking and moving picture show on street in front of our store Tuesday, Aug. 

30th, 1910. Nickodem Bros. 

August 25, 1910 – Dance given by Joe Krystofiak and his sister, with music by Stanish Frost and Steve 

Krystofiak. 

August 25, 1910 – St. John’s Polish school picnic in Wyse’s grove. Treasury of school was increased about 

$50.  

Sept. 8, 1910 – School news. Two new Underwood typewriters purchased for commercial course. Senior 

class is largest in history of Princeton High School: 11.  



Sept. 8, 1910 – Ed Bartol left Monday for Waupun where he will be employed as clerk at the National 

Hotel. 

Sept. 15, 1910 – Jewelry at J.F. Warnke & Son. 

Sept. 22, 1910 – The Wisconsin Telephone office is being moved this week from the American House 

into the First National Bank building. 

Sept. 29, 1910 – A chip off the old block arrived at the home of the editor early Sunday morning. Mother 

and child are doing well, and Al has been busy setting up the cigars all the week. 

Oct. 13, 1910 – Early Princeton history.  

Oct. 13. 1910 – School news has update on all high school graduates. 

Oct. 13, 1910 – Victor Yahr sold his interest in the Princeton Auto Garage last week to Bert Shew. The 

company was organized last spring and they can boast of having done a splendid business in the sale of 

automobiles and supplies. The business will be carried on by Mr. B. Shew in selling autos and in doing all 

kinds of repair work. 

Oct. 27, 1910 – Mr. Eugene Smith, Prin. O.C. Olman, Atty. J.L. Kelley and Editor Rimpler went to 

Markesan in Smith’s car … so, Editor is Al Rimpler. See Sept. 29 note. Newspaper, progress 

Oct. 27, 1910 – Improvements to the Main Banking Room of the Princeton State Bank new burlap and 

paint. Also new light fixtures last spring. business 

Oct. 27, 1910 – WJ Mesick buys Buick from B. Shew. progress 

Nov. 3, 1910 – School buys stereoscope. entertainment 

Nov. 3, 1910 – Jerome Morse says house recently purchased by Emil Klawitter of F.J. Yahr and now being 

torn down is one of early houses in town. Main part built 55 years ago.  history 

STOPS AT NOV. 10 

1910 

January 20, 1910 – Martin Bednarek has horse accident. health 

January 20, 1910 – Barthol is treasurer of St. John’s but first name cut off. catholic 

January 20, 1910 – Princeton Overall and Shirt Mfg. Co. declares five percent dividend. factory 

January 20, 1910 – Gene Thomas has purchased a fancy bred trotter of Milwaukee parties. The animal 

was in some of the big races last fall and won big money. It has a 2:18 record. That seems to be about 

the fastest stepper in this section. The animal arrived Sunday via of the C&N Ry. sports 

January 27, 1910 – There is talk of forming a baseball league: Ripon, Berlin, Markesan, Waupun, Green 

Lake, Princeton, Horicon mentioned as possible members. sports 

January 27, 1910 – Local clubs include Revelers, Sororal Club Swastika Club, Eagles, Rebekkah Lodge, 

Oddfellows, Masons, entertainment 



January 27, 1910 – Joe Schwiderski breaks his leg falling on icy platform near pump while watering 

horses at his home. health 

January 27 or February 3, 1910 – At the last assessment there were 5,885 horses in the county, 14 

mules, 20085 cattle, 12,604 sheep, 8007 swine, 48 automobiles and 4,217 sleighs and wagons. 

COMPARE TO 1905 ASSESSMENT? Princeton village contains 732 acres, Green Lake 198 and Markesan 

1,235. City of Berlin – 5200. progress 

January 27 or February 3, 1910 – Lehner raising some nice chickens. farm 

Feb. 10, 1910 - Ferdinand Wuerch sells his horses, stops draying and sells ice house. business 

Feb. 10, 1910 – Mr. Schultz of Oshkosh recently installed for the John Ernst Brew. Co. of this city several 

new beer vats. The above-named firm is enjoying excellent trade and the demand for their product 

exceeding their manufacture, made it necessary to increase the capacity. factory 

Feb. 10, 1910 – By now it’s called the Riverside Hotel. business 

Feb. 10, 1910 – Frank Nickodem wins oratory contest at Ripon College. Will compete at state college 

contest in Waukesha. “A Master Spirit of Puritanism.” bartel 

Feb. 10, 1910 – T.J. Paull has restaurant – maybe not far from Shew roller rink. business 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Photographer H.A. Lyman files for bankruptcy. business 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Mr. Sanders, of Fond du Lac, begins turning classes at Turner Hall. Three classes. 14 

members each. German sports 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Class schedule for each teacher. HS program - Geometry, Civics, Alegebra, Arithmetic, 

Physics laboratory, Botany, Agriculture, American literature, Sewing, Drawing, Physiology, Ancient 

History, German, composition, English, American History, Commercial geography, Bookkeeping, 

shorthand, Writing & Spelling, Typewriting. school 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Attorney James L. Kelley’s office is above Teske store. business 

Feb. 17, 1910 – Herman Westfield is rural mail carrier on route 1. progress 

Feb. 24, 1910 – Junior and sophomore boys play each other in basketball. The basketball captain has 

received challenges from Marquette, Montello, Markesan, Green Lake and Wautoma. - But first meeting 

in March only draws three people. sports 

Feb. 24, 1910 – JP Schneider and wife to observe golden wedding. Was in Princeton 11 years. Good back 

ground on him prior to Princeton for CHANGING OF THE GUARD chapter. Arrived in Oshkosh in 1855. 

Established vinegar factory, erected Germania hall on Main Street, built Schneider’s hall. Says he 

purchased American Hotel from Fred W. Cook about 1872 and sold to Henry K. Priest in 1883. history 

Feb. 24, 1910 – Barbers Ed. Hennig, John Robert and H.E. Tucker agree price for shaving is now 10 cents 

and extra charge of 5 cents for hot towel. business 

March 3, 1910 – S.E. Morse entertains teachers. school 

March 3, 1910 – South wall of school office. 8x10-foot picture of hunting scene from Remington Gun Co. 



March 3, 1910 – The high school basketball team played their first outside game Tuesday evening at 

Shew’s hall. Marquette won 29-10. “Our boys played a good game thruout and proved that we have 

good material to work with.” Plan to play at Marquette on Friday (lose 36-10) and at Markesan on 

Saturday. Lose 38-10 to Montello for third loss two weeks later. “The boys are satisfied, however, for 

being beginners in the business, they were glad to hold crack players down to that score.” In April lose at 

Montello but enjoy dance afterward. Two of the girl teams played a game as a curtain raiser.” sports 

But also are preparing baseball schedule. School sent for samples of suits and team “will soon appear in 

full togs.” sports 

March 3, 1910 – Dr. A. G. Giese has purchased a beautiful Buick Touring Car of the Princeton Auto Co. of 

which B. Shew and V. Yahr are co-partners. It is a substantial machine, and we have reason to believe 

that the doctor and his family will enjoy many pleasant outings in this modern motor this season. We 

congratulate our worthy dentist on the purchase of this new modern up to date car. The Auto Co. has 

prospects for a find business this season. progress 

March 10, 1910 – The 13-year-old daughter of Stanish Jezeski was taken to the hospital at Fond du Lac 

by her father yesterday afternoon to be operated for appendicitis. Health bartel 

March 10, 1910 – Louis Merrill, who recently became owner of the west side Swanke wagon shops, has 

through a deal or trade transferred same to Wm. Seidel. We have been unable to learn as to Mr. Seidel’s 

future intention regarding same. business 

March 10, 1910 – Fred Marsh of Berlin is pitcher for the Princeton ball team. sports 

March 17, 1910 – Mr. Edward Bartell is spending the week with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bartell 

at Green Lake. John and Leo Bartol went to Ripon, Berlin and Redgranite last Tuesday morning for a few 

days visit with relatives and friends.  

March 24, 1910 – Edward C. Warner dies. 

March 24, 1910 – Village board special meeting to open bids for management of electric plant. H.E. 

Megow $420, Wm. Keys $199, Erich Mueller $245 and A.H. Rimpler $200 per year. Rejected all. Two bids 

are too high while the other two are too close together. One week later, bids are Erich Mueller $225, 

W.A. Keys $199 and WJ Mesick $240. Keys selected for term of two years. electricity 

March 24, 1910 – Declamatory contest – Gladys Borst first, Adolph Hennig second. school 

March 24, 1910 – Autos for hire. Princeton Auto Co. Guaranteed repair work. Progress business 

March 24, 1910 – The Keys studio will be closed next week due to the erection of a new and more 

commodious building.  Short Street? business 

March 31, 1910 – Leila Barthol visited with her sister at Ripon Friday. 

April 7, 1910 – Quiet election. Mike Gesse is elected president. In Milwaukee, Emil Seidel elected mayor 

as Social Democrats sweep offices there. politics 

April 7, 1910 – Gasoline boats on Fox. More gasoline boats than cars? Victor Yahr went to Oshkosh this 

morning to get two or three automobiles which he has contracted for. Next week advertising: Come in 



and see the Lightning Bug at Princeton Auto Co.  Sold two cars to parties in Montello. I think we 

previously mentioned Eugene Smith has auto. progress 

April 7, 1910 – Edward Bartol went to Milwaukee last Monday. 

April 7, 1910 – Before removing our old building we will sell for the next few weeks at cost our splendid 

line of buggies. Lambrecht and Krueger. business 

April 14, 1910 – Mrs. H.K. Priest passes. George Holliday is her son from previous marriage. history 

April 14, 1910 – Wm. Wyse and Thomas Morse are census takers for village and town, respectively. … 

Wyse drops out, so Morse does both. progress 

April 14, 1910 – Birthday party for Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Thomas’ daughter Katherine. No Bartols on list. 

April 14, 1910 – Princeton High baseball team loses first game 19-1 at Berlin. sports 

April 14, 1910 – Princeton Telephone Company elects officers: E.R. Smith, president; Frank Mueller, vice 

president; A.A. Krueger, secretary; H.J. Maxwell, treasurer. Directors: Wm. Beyer, Jas. L. Kelley, Fred 

Page, Eugene Thomas, Jul Kelm. The company has decided to build 20 miles of line in the town of 

Princeton and work will begin on the construction of the line at once. Plans are being made to extend 

the lines already laid out and it is expected by all the total number of miles will reach 40. Stockholders 

also include W.J. Mesick, Dr. J.A. Froehlich, O.M. Maulick, A. Drill, Chas. Nickodem, F. Nickodem, A.A. 

Manthey, Dr. Racek, J.L. Kelley, E.D. Morse, W. Wyse, E. Teske Sr., F.W. Page, Will Beyer, A. Wenetzki, Jul 

Kelm, Albert Krueger, Frank Nowak and Julius Reetz. Shares offered at $25 each. business 

April 14, 1910 – Eugene Thomas went to Ripon last Tuesday morning and returned with his automobile 

which he traded for at Waupun. Rev Father Knitter also has car. Bartel 

April 14, 1910 – August Schiefelbein offers to sell or trade saloon property immediate west of the 

Princeton State Bank. Business BUCKHORN 

April 21, 1910 – Schools close two weeks due to prevalence of scarlet fever – more in town than village. 

During the break, building equipped with a state-mandated fire escape on the east side of the building, 

with exits to same from office and grammar department. In May Elsa Kohnke, 15, of St. Marie dies. 

health 

April 21, 1910 – Andrew Loshinksi of the town of Princeton brought in a stalk of rye 25 inches in length. 

Two feet one inch high on the 18th day of April is a big record for rye. Who can beat it? Our Princeton 

farmers have very productive land. farm 

April 21, 1910 – Fred and Leo Schewe form partnership to conduct a general nursery business for 

Princeton and vicinity. The nursery will be known as the Fox River Nursery Company. And a large and 

excellent line of guaranteed stock will be grown and offered for sale. Any one wanting shrubs, trees of 

any descriptions, plants, etc. should see them before purchasing. The people of this vicinity have long 

needed a nursery and the establishment of this new business is a good thing for the community. 

business 

April 21, 1910 – Princeton Telephone Co directors order supplies with Jul Andre & Sons of Milwaukee, 

should be here in ten days and work will commence on new line. W.J. Mesick was elected construction 



manager. Eugene Thomas elected president and Fred Page elected vice president. The company bids to 

be a strong one, and farmers are subscribing stock and signing for phones every day. business 

April 7-14-21, 1910 – Lone Tree Mine. Dramatic company. The great electrical storm. Realistic mine 

explosion. A pine struck by lightning. Great scenic effect. The guardian angel tableax, Bernadene Knitter. 

For benefit of St. Patrick’s. entertainment 

April 28, 1910 – League declamation at Wautoma. Glady Borst finishes second. school 

April 28, 1910 – Fire department annual meetings are in April. 

April 28, 1910 – S. Nickodem is Stanish Nickodem. bartel 

April 28, 1910 – Frank Mueller’s son Norbert to attend UW. bartel 

May 5, 1910 – Ferdinand T. Yahr claimed by death. Obit from Milwaukee Sentinel. history 

May 5, 1910 – Vic Yahr’s new car “The Flanders” is attracting the attention of the automobile would-

bees.  progress 

May 5, 1910 – Carl Radtke is a barber. Now in Oshkosh but fills in for Ed Hennig while he “is speculating 

in the west.” Carl was the first young man in Princeton to pass the barber’s examination and get his 

certificate. He likes Oshkosh. Hennig buys farm in Montana. Puts barber shop up for sale and 36-foot 

cabin boat. business 

May 12, 1910 – Village board charters the power launch “Comfort” of John Shew to take trip to 

Montello to examine the street pavements there. Considering paving part of Water Street. Montello has 

two streets in business section paved with cement last summer. improvements 

May 12, 1910 – Turner Opera House, Princeton Opera House, Turner Hall. entertainment 

May 12, 1910 – high school baseball team gets first win, 4-2 over Wautoma. sports 

May 12, 1910 – Peter Bartel of Berlin was a Princeton visitor and renewed his subscription. 

May 12, 1910 – Edward Bartol, formerly employed in the dental office of Dr. C.P. Powers, went to Devils 

Lake, North Dakota, last Monday morning where accepted position as bookkeeper in a drug store.  

May 12, 1910 – Baseball meeting. Eugene Thomas elected manager. Other officers are Barney Oelke, O. 

Hoyer, C. Kinkel and J. Mulheren. Sports 

May 19, 1910 – Little blurb about early grist mills. ADD TO SHAW’S LANDING. history 

May 19, 1910 – Messrs. Leo Schewe, Victor Yahr and Carl Schendel went to Milwaukee last Saturday. 

They returned with Vic’s new auto “Buick” which he purchased there. progress 

May 19, 1910 – Frank Nickodem at Ripon. bartel 

May 26, 1910 – Princeton opens baseball season with 4-3 win over Kingston with three runs in ninth 

inning. Pitcher Reinhardt strikes out 13. sports 

May 26, 1910 – Another reminiscence by H. Circus tickets. history 



May 26, 1910 – Obit for Frank Bartol, of Berin. Father and mother are still alive – Stanley? Brothers are 

Peter, of Berlin, John and Leo, of Princeton, six sisters including Pauline Bartol and Miss Francis Bartol of 

Chicago. 

May 26, 1910 – Leila Barthol’s geographical map sent up to the office.  

May 26, 1910 – Wedding of Marcella Jezeski and John Jankowski. Marcella is older sister of “Little Julie 

Jezeski, dressed in white, acted as flower girl and carried a bouquet of pink carnations.” bartel 

May 26, 1910 – Village board minutes. April 21. Electric rates set at 8 cents per thousand for those using 

less than 60,000 wats per month; 7 cents per 1,000 thereafter. electricity 

May 26, 1910 – Saloon property heretofore owned by Mrs. Dodge for rent, sale or trade. business 

June 2, 1910 – St. Marie history by the Rev. J. Holznecht. Dutch Capuchine Father P. Louis Godhaart 

erected in 1849 a log chapel St. Mary of the fountain, also his residence, to commemorate the blessing 

of the fountain by Pere Marquette on June 7, 1673.  … Rev. E. Gray of Ripon erected the brick chapel at 

St. Mary of the fountain on the hill above the old foen de Village Le Cote de Sainte Marie in 1861, 

dedicated by Bishop M. Henni in fall of the same year. … The chapel, unfit for use, was torn down in 

1909 to make room for a new chapel nearer the blest Holy well. … Allouez named Mascouten city St. 

James Mission. … Rev. Frank and Holznecht opened St. Marie church in September 1892. Visitors to St. 

Marie in 1892 till 1898 came from Ripon, Berlin, Montello, Briggsville, Neshkoro, Portage and Princeton. 

… Archbishop Messmer donated to B.V. Stature of St. Marie chapel $20 priests and people paid balance 

and so also for the Holy Well painting $30. THE CROSS history 

June 2, 1910 – Village board minutes. P 5. Village buys tank, pump, engine, etc. for purpose of sprinkling 

streets from A.E. Steinke for $274. improvement 

June 2, 1910 – Long Memorial Day article. entertainment 

June 2, 1910 – School notes mention F. Schendel & Son’s jewelry store. business 

June 2, 1910 – Town Miller visits in his Oldsmobile. Yahr goes to Oshkosh to get Buick. progress 

June 9, 1910 – Village board minutes. May 19, 1910. Cement sidewalks: F.J. Yahr corner on Farmer 

Street to Schwenzler’s corner with one crossing; from village hall on Main Street up to Teske’s corner on 

Farmer Street with one crossing; from A. Giese corner on Water St. up to Behm; Pearl Street from O.R. 

Luedtke corner to H. Busse shops; from Mrs. Borman to Herman’s corner with one crossing; west side – 

Main street from bridge to mill channel; Main Street from F. Borsack corner to Wm. Schiefelbein corner, 

and from Schiefelbein corner on Third St. to Wm. Otto corner. improvements 

June 9, 1910 – August L. Bahrke seeks saloon license for corner of Main and Second streets, lots 6 and 7, 

block 7 – Western House? Also, Albert Kinas and Frank Zelinski to keep saloon on Water lot 26, south 

side of Water Street, in building known as Buck Horn Saloon. Fred Schendel, west 30 feet of lot 4, block 

D, north side of Water; O.M. Maulick, American House buffet, north side of Water; John Kerski, east 1.2 

of water lot 24, Pearl and Water; Louis Miller (owned by JJ Radtke), lot 1, block d, north side of Water; 

Peter Stott, lot 1, block C, north side, Water; Herman Warnke, water lot 25???; Oscar Tassler, water lot 

29, block 32; Andrew Drill, lot 5, block D, Water; Peter Stott, lot 3, block c; E. C. Schrank, lot 4, block c, 

north side water; M.M. Bednarek, on premises of Theo. Bednarek, lot 6 and 7, block c, north side Water. 



Herman Warnke, lot 8, north side water????; H.E. Megow, water lot 25, south side Water; Henry and 

Otto Krueger, on premises of Erich Mueller, lot 4, block C, north side Water. business 

June 16, 1910 – Earl Stewart graduates U of Minnesota law school. 

June 16, 1910 – Grammar room (eighth-grade) graduation class of 16. school 

June 16, 1910 – Railroad timetable: Passenger east, 7:05, 12:01, 3:30 and on Sunday only 5:13; 

passenger west, 11:20 a.m. 8:16 p.m. and on Sunday 11 a.m. only. Freight east, 12:30 and 5:30 p.m.; 

west 7:25 and 10:30 a.m. 

June 16, 1910 – Senior class play is two-hour comedy. Pauline Nickodem school 

June 23, 1910 – Class of 1910 photo. Pauline Nickodem salutatorian. Lilly Krueger valedictorian. Also 

Edward Frei, Norbert Mueller and Gladys Borst. school 

June 23, 1910 – Program at Turner Hall celebrates 36th anniversary of Turner Society. Each class was 

composed of boys and girls, men and women who had at the inception of the work little or no 

experience in the training art. Flag exercises, horse, pyramids, parallel bars, swinging, wand exercises. 

German sports 

June 23, 1910 – Charles Ellinger, street commissioner, says thermometer showed 102 in the shade. 

health 

June 23, 1910 – Miss Lillian Morse attends school at Grafton Hall, Fond du Lac. Episcopal?  

June 23, 1910 – O.H. Hoyer managing baseball team. Team loses 4-0 on June 26 to team the Nonpareils, 

semi-pro team from Milwaukee. sports 

June 30, 1910 – Skat Club. entertainment 

June 30, 1910 – Trip to Mitchell’s Glen. Numerous springs of sparkling ice-cold water. 180 feet below in 

glen. Will play again July 3 and 4. history 

July 7, 1910 – Rather poor attendance at annual school meeting. Herman Lambrecht re-elected as 

director. 

July 7, 1910 – 5000 attend 4th . “Princeton’s citizens have done themselves proud in the past in fulfilling 

a time-honored custom of celebrating this day, but if the expressions of those in attendance at the many 

attractions of the 1910, 4th are a criterion this year’s celebration adds another well earned laurel to 

Princeton’s manner of celebrating.” Italian Band of Lohrville arrived on morning train. German band led 

baseball teams (Nonpareils of Milwaukee). Auto parade: “Several very prettily decorated automobiles 

moved in this procession. E.R. Smith’s car took the judges’ eye and carried off the first prize and E.D. 

Morse’s was awarded second.” Races on the main street draw immense crowd of spectators. Turning 

exhibition. 200 tickets sold to dance that night at Turner Hall. Not a single arrest but … RW Harmon 

burned attempting to extinguish fire started by the explosion of a mass of giant fire crackers which 

unaccountable caught fire, was severely burned about the arms and body. While Mr. Harmon’s clothing 

was burning he ran back to the river and jumped into the water thus extinguishing the fire to clothing 

and himself. He at once was taken to the office of dr. J.A. Froehlich where his injuries received 



treatment.” Recovering. … Princeton defeats Nonpareils 4-1 on July 3 and tied 4-4 on the 4th when game 

called at the end of the 10th inning.  Entertainment sports 

July 7 or 14, 1910 – St. Marie District 7 list of school officials since formed – lots of turnover! 

July 14, 1910 – Enrollment last year was 311 – 151 boys, 160 girls. school 

July 21, 1910 – August Kohnke’s little boy, 11 weeks, dies of pneumonia. Sister Elsa died June 2 of scarlet 

fever. health 

July 21, 1910 – E.H. and E.B. Simpson knew each other in Cleveland, ages 8 and 10. Simpson clerked in f. 

Durand’s store. Durand was Simpson’s cousin and guardian. “When we arrived here on Treat’s Landing, 

now Princeton, we found the country occupied mostly by squatters and Indians, the latter seemed to 

predominate.” Some time in the early sixties Simpson moved to Milwaukee and was extensively 

engaged in the lumber business until recently turned same over to his son. … E.H. history 

July 21, 1910 – John Loshkinski, of Princeton, elected by U. of Illinois a fellowship in its biology 

department. 

July 21, 1910 – The farmers of this vicinity and neighborhood who have frequently met in this village a 

the Village Hall for the purpose of organizing a live stock and shipping company, have incorporated with 

a capital stock of $3,000. It is as we understand it, the intention of the company to do their own shipping 

of stock which they raise and will also buy stock of those who are not members of the company. 

Following are the incorporators: Gustav Schultz, Wm. Grahn, Wilson Kreb, J.E. Wyse, Wm. Swanke, Edw. 

Hardell, Fred Spooner, G Grahn, Joe Guderski and Larence Mashuda.  Board of directors: Fred Spooner, 

Fred Page, G. Grahn, John Barthol and Wm. Swanke. The board of directors elected Fred Spooner, 

president; Fred Page, vice president; Edw. Hardell, secretary and buyer; Joe Guderski, treasurer. The 

company will begin business on August 1st. farm 

August 4, 1910 – Edward Nickodem working at National hotel in Markesan. bartel 

August 4, 1910 – Village 217 boys an 307 girls of school age in the district.? school 

August 4, 1910 – The German Ev. Lutheran old church building will be taken down in the nearest future. 

Singles off the roof will be sold at 50 cents for a double wagon box. Pews $1 and $1.50 each.  

August 4, 1910 – Messrs. Lambrecht & Krueger are busily engaged in the erection of a modern and up-

to-date implement and machinery building at their old stand adjoining the Princeton Garage. The 

building will be 33x65 two-story, brick and cement blocks. Architect B.H. Shew has the contract. 

Business  

August 11, 1910 – Baseball team drops another game. Bad fielding. 100 people go to Berlin by car an d 

launch to watch 8-1 loss.  sports 

August 11, 1910 – Cashier H.J. Schultheis is the happy owner of a new E.M.F. auto, which he recently 

traded for with Oshkosh parties. progress 

August 18, 1910 – Wm Nowack breaks his leg employed at Neshkoro brick yards. Wheeling clay down 

embankment which gave way, fell several feet. bartel 



August 25, 1910 – Free talking and moving picture show on street in front of our store Tuesday, Aug. 

30th, 1910. Nickodem Bros. business entertainment 

August 25, 1910 – Dance given by Joe Krystofiak and his sister, with music by Stanish Frost and Steve 

Krystofiak. entertainment 

August 25, 1910 – St. John’s Polish school picnic in Wyse’s grove. Treasury of school was increased about 

$50. Catholic 

Sept. 8, 1910 – School news. Two new Underwood typewriters purchased for commercial course. Senior 

class is largest in history of Princeton High School: 11.  

Sept. 8, 1910 – Ed Bartol left Monday for Waupun where he will be employed as clerk at the National 

Hotel. 

Sept. 15, 1910 – Jewelry at J.F. Warnke & Son. business 

Sept. 22, 1910 – The Wisconsin Telephone office is being moved this week from the American House 

into the First National Bank building. progress 

Sept. 29, 1910 – A chip off the old block arrived at the home of the editor early Sunday morning. Mother 

and child are doing well, and Al has been busy setting up the cigars all the week. newspaper 

Oct. 13, 1910 – Early Princeton history.  

Oct. 13. 1910 – School news has update on all high school graduates. 

Oct. 13, 1910 – Victor Yahr sold his interest in the Princeton Auto Garage last week to Bert Shew. The 

company was organized last spring and they can boast of having done a splendid business in the sale of 

automobiles and supplies. The business will be carried on by Mr. B. Shew in selling autos and in doing all 

kinds of repair work. business 

Oct. 27, 1910 – Mr. Eugene Smith, Prin. O.C. Olman, Atty. J.L. Kelley and Editor Rimpler went to 

Markesan in Smith’s car … so, Editor is Al Rimpler. See Sept. 29 note. Progress newspaper 

Oct. 27, 1910 – Improvements to the Main Banking Room of the Princeton State Bank new burlap and 

paint. Also new light fixtures last spring.  business 

Oct. 27, 1910 – WJ Mesick buys Buick from B. Shew. progress 

Nov. 3, 1910 – School buys stereoscope. entertainment 

Nov. 3, 1910 – Jerome Morse says house recently purchased by Emil Klawitter of F.J. Yahr and now being 

torn down is one of early houses in town. Main part built 55 years ago.  history 

STOPS AT NOV. 10 

1911 

Jan. 19, 1911 – A subscription blank was passed among the teachers and high school students and 

enough funds subscribed for the installing and maintaining of a telephone for the ensuring six months. 

improvement 



Jan. 19, 1911 – Barney Oelke has moved in his new meat market quarters which was formerly occupied 

by Mrs. C. Hennig. He remodeled the inside and put in some new fixtures. business 

Jan. 19. 1911 – For the last 35 years Mr. Wm. Wyse Sr. has served the public as thresherman and during 

that time has always made men happy. The farmers around here within a radius of 15 miles know with 

what skill and businesslike ability Mr. Wyse undertakes such work. His machinery is always the best 

money can buy and his treatment courteous. For the last 5 years he has served the public as a sawer. 

During that time at Princeton and on his farm near Neshkoro, he has cut more than a million feet of 

lumber for well satisfied patrons. This year, with a new saw complete with a brand new engine, he is 

ready once again for business. 

Jan. 19, 1911 – L. Picus and Fair Store is closing out entire stock. business 

 Jan. 19, 1911 – R.W. Harmon, next door to post office, has sale prior to “moving back to the old store.” 

business 

Jan. 19, 1911 – Anyone in this city or in this vicinity who are desirous of planting a certain portion or a 

certain amount of acres of their land for raising pickles and contracting same to the Heinz Co. who are 

intending to establish a salting station in this city are requested to go to either one of the following and 

sign a contract for that purpose: Lambrecht & Krueger, G.J. Krueger, J.F. Warnke & Sons, NIckodem 

Bros., State Bank, First National Bank, Erich Mueller, Ju. Scharlow and Wm. Seidel. It is the wish of the 

company that anyone who wishes to raise pickles for them to sign a contract with the above named 

parties as soon as possible, for if they cannot procure 150 acres in this vicinity they will go elsewhere. 

We are informed by parties who have been raising cucumbers for the firm are doing a very profitable 

business. Any one in doubt may inquire at Neshkoro or Ripon where such stations have already been 

established. factory 

Jan. 26, 1911 – Eugene Thomas has opened a new meat market and is ready to supply choice cuts of 

meat. He carries a fine line of meats and has secured the services of an experienced butcher to give first 

class service to his customers. Everything in the market has a new and sanitary appearance and the new 

market is open to serve the public and give them a first-class product. business 

Jan. 26, 1911 – Those who were fortunate enough to attend the moving picture show at Turner Hall last 

evening and witnessed the scenes and life of the cow boy and Indians are loud in praise of the same and 

is very highly spoken of. The exhibition given by a cow boy on our streets in the afternoon was in 

connection with the show. entertainment 

Jan. 26, 1911 – R.W. Harmon, who has been conducting a fruit and grocery business for the past year or 

fifteen months in this city, also running a fancy crockery and glassware department in the large sample 

room of the American House for the past several months, has filed a petition in bankruptcy in the 

Federal Courts for the Eastern District of Wisconsin. The full particulars as to the condition of estate has 

not been learned and a more extended account will be given later. business 

Feb. 2, 1911 – Five hundred club. entertainment 

Feb. 2Fe, 1911 – Article from W. A. Keys explaining electric rates, which vary by lamp. improvement 

Feb. 2, 1911 – Black Creek skimming station burns and stockholders decide not to rebuild. farm 



Feb. 9, 1911 – Village board minutes Jan. 5. Emil Klawitter saloon license accepted. Will move electric 

light ware house from west side to village hall property. Business improvement 

Feb. 9, 1911 – Joe Wolman, popular shoe man. business 

Feb. 9, 1911 – About 90 acres have been contracted to the pickling station in this city so far. 60 acres 

more needed. In Feb. 16 issue, it was up to 120 acres. factory 

Feb. 9, 1911 – Turn Verein will not give a masquerade dance this year, but instead a regular dance on 

Feb. 22. entertainment 

Feb. 9, 1911 – Wm. Schroeder having special sale on hardware every Saturday. business 

Feb. 16, 1911 – Wedding of Josephine Kallas and John Bartol 

Feb. 16, 1911 – House of Representatives passes post office appropriation bill. Rural mail carriers will 

receive a salary of $1,000 per year, effective July 1. Expense necessary to keep up rigs and feed horses. 

Feb. 23, 1911 – Farmers Institute preview. 

Feb. 23, 1911 – Carl Dumdie, one of our furniture dealers business 

Feb. 23, 1911 – Trustee Lute Merrill says inventory of Harmon bankruptcy case is completed. Done by 

A.H. Rimpler, O.R. Luedtke and Geo. Harmon. business 

March 2, 1911 – Frank S. Merrill passes. history 

March 2, 1911 – Second reference to Union church in Merrill obit. 

March 2, 1911 – Frank F. Krueger Sr. buys the American House. Prominent business man and former 

dairyman. Born in 1862 “in a log house where the snow would sift through in the winter, and the stars 

would shine thru in his face at night. This was the best his parents could afford after paying their fares 

across the ocean for which they had to go into debt.” 2.5 miles southeast of Princeton. Attended the 

Countryman school. Passed teachers exam at age 17 and taught two terms. Then became carpenter and 

later started a Jersey herd, first with two or three head that he built into one of county’s best. About 

1903 he started a dairy wagon in Green Lake. In 1909 sold farm and moved to Green Lake. Operated a 

furniture, paints, wallpaper and undertaking business as F.F. Krueger & Co. Became owner of American 

House on Feb. 18 for which he exchanged his residence in Green Lake, 31 lots in Walkers south addition 

there and cash. “His very successful career in the enterprises that he has been connected with shows 

him to be a man of excellent judgment and good business ability. Our people have confidence in his 

ability, and the Republic feels that he will give to the traveling public and patrons of the American House 

service that will make this hotel a leader in this part of the state.” Does not say who he bought it from. 

Business 

March 2, 1911 – Farm Institute preview.  

March 2, 1911 – School. The base ball boys have ordered caps and hose to match their suits. They chose 

Herman Lichtenberg as manager and Edmund Swanke as captain. 



March 2, 1911 – Carl Dumdey, who has been in the furniture business the past 3 years in this city, sold 

his stock of goods to Herman Warnke & Son who will conduct the business. Mr. Warnke is well known to 

our citizens as a dealer in furniture and will give one and all the best of treatment and service in this line. 

March 2, 1911 – The moving pictures on Sunday evening will present the life of Moses illustrated. “The 

managers are bending every effort to please the public and are getting the best set of films on the 

market.” entertainment 

March 2, 1911 – John Shew Sr., Bert Shew were driven to Montello by Chauffeur A. Francikowski in an 

auto today. This is the first auto trip out of town made by the Shew garage this year. Architect Shew 

went from there to Portage on business.  

March 2, 1911 – The Farmers Union will meet at the city Hall next Saturday. Shares will be sold for the 

new telephone company. 

March 9, 1911 – William Dumdey, the barber. business 

March 9, 1911 – E.D. Morse recently purchased the summer home of Mr. Meyer on the north shore of 

Green Lake. This is one of the finest cottages on the shores of the lake. 

March 9, 1911 – Klawitter & Kinas trying to collect old debts. business 

March 16, 1911 – Farmers Institute topics include bovine tuberculosis, bird conservation, concrete silos, 

swine, poultry, orchards, feeds and more. A cooking school was held in conjunction with the institute 

“advocated economy and the making of simple, palatable and digestible dishes.” Farm entertainment 

March 16, 1911 – David Waite’s daughter commits suicide. Harroune writes about Waite history. 

March 23, 1911 – L.A. Merrill and Wm. Wyse purchased bankrupt stock of R.W. Harmon and after 7-20 

days moved it from the American House across the street to the old stand of R.W. Harmon. Next door to 

post office and one door west of printing office. business 

March 23, 1911 – Your editor has purchased the residence of C.W. Dumdie on Farmer street and will 

take possession about April 15th. Newspaper 

March 23, 1911 – The New Band made their first public appearance Saturday evening. The boys put up a 

good “spiel.” 

March 23, 1911 – Mr. Taylor, representative of the Heinz Pickling Co., was in the city today and we were 

informed that sufficient acreage for a station has been procured. Work will be commenced in the near 

future in erecting the buildings and the vats. factory 

March 30, 1911 – Coming April 4th – “Uncle Josh Spruceby” presented by Park B. Prentiss. “There will be 

that masterpiece of realism in stage effects, the sawmill scene, in which the heroine, bound to a log in 

the deadly runway, is inch by inch nearing death under the relentless teach of the buzzing saw-wheel.” 

Play preceded by street parade and music by the “hay seed” band in front of the opera house. 

Entertainment 

March 30, 1911 – Whittemore jewelry going out of business. 



March 30, 1911 – Please remember that for several months following the services of the Federated M.E. 

and Congregational churches will be held in the Congregational church. 

April 6, 1911 – Village board minutes. March 5. Saloon license transfer from H.E. Megow to JF Frost. A.H. 

Rimpler is clerk. Village president Mike Gesse? 

April 6, 1911  – Miss Agnes Bartol and Martha Knaack were passengers to Fond du Lac this morning. 

April 6, 1911  – Mr. and Mrs. John Bartol, who have been visiting here with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

John Kallas, and relatives, returned to their home in Wautoma last Saturday. 

April 6, 1911  – Long story about dirty campaign against school superintendent Kelly (who was re-

elected). 

April 6, 1911  – S.E. Mackowski … Day Light Store. business 

April 6, 1911 – Peter Bartol of Berlin was a Princeton fair day visitor yesterday and a pleasant visitor in 

this office. Peter is conducting a successful pop business in the city of Berlin. 

April 13, 1911 – Birthday party for Miss Kathryn Thomas. Agnes Bartol 

April 13, 1911 – Our live hustling produce dealer, A.A. Manthey, had a shipment of spring chicks to 

Milwaukee last Tuesday. This is hard to beat for being on right up-to-date. There are very few dealers in 

the state that can furnish spring chickens at this season of the year. Mr. Manthey is always hustling and 

alive to the good and new things that are going. business 

April 13, 1911 – The stockholders of the Princeton Telephone Co. met in annual meeting at the City Hall 

Tuesday afternoon. The entire stock was recently purchased by farmers and all of the stock holders are 

now farmers. The stockholders decided to hold the same name and increase the capital stock of the 

corporation $3,000. The officers elected for the ensuing year are: Directors – Fred Page, Jule Kelm, Wm. 

Beyer, Aug. Kohnke and Albert Krueger. Secretary, Albert Marks. Treasurer, Sam Kohnke. The president 

will be elected by the board of directors. We understand that a new lines will be extended this spring in 

all the roads leading from Princeton. The rural telephone has become almost a necessity to the farmer. 

It has done much to make farm life pleasant and to bring the rural neighbors in touch with the 

happenings about, and aids very materially in a business way. It saves lots of driving and often helps out 

in time of serious illness, fire, etc. A dozen ways might be mentioned wherein the phone is a great help. 

We hope every farmer within a radius of 10 miles will have a phone before the summer is over. 

improvement 

April 13, 1911 – Our boys have organized a band under the leadership of Prof. G.A. Weinkauf. Still 

recruiting members and looking for financial backing. “Let’s all pull together and we can have a band 

that will put Princeton on the musical map.” entertainment 

April 20, 1911 – Page 1 can’t be read. 

April 20, 1911 – John J. Radtke, of Oshkosh, came here last Monday to do repair work on his saloon 

occupied by Louis Miller. business 



April 20, 1911 – We have heard from our local electric light manager that he will furnish electric current 

every Tuesday and Wednesday forenoons this summer for the benefit of those that want to use electric 

flat irons, which will be furnished by the light department. Electricity improvement 

April 20, 1911 – G. Schaal & Son selling the Wonder Washer as well as electric flat irons. business 

April 27, 1911 – Concrete stand will replace wooden one at cannon on school grounds. May 11 says it 

will in northeast corner of campus. Improvement. 

April 27, 1911 – Census info. Princeton increased 400 to 1629. improvement 

April 27, 1911 – Two carloads of lumber arrived Tuesday for the Heinz Pickle Co.’s salting station to be 

conducted near the yards. Work will soon begin on the structure, and the seed will soon be here for 

distribution. Factory 

April 27, 1911 – Oelke wants to sell meat market. Goes back to Mrs. Hennig. business 

May 11, 1911 – Lehner controversy about him being both district attorney for Green Lake County and 

state counsel: “Last Sunday morning the appearance of a stuffed man hung in the streets with a placard 

with the word ‘Lehner’ attracted attention of the passers by. It was probably the result of some pranks 

performed by a bunch of the fellows the night before. While we do not countenance this method of 

showing how we feel toward another person, still if Mr. Lehner would put his ear to the ground for a 

minute he could hear the sentiment of our town people and how they feel toward him. Then too there 

is a strong feeling here as there is in all parts of the count that Mr. Lehner should not hold two offices 

that are incompatible. The Berlin Courant in January asked Mr. Lehner to give up one of the offices and 

cited good reasons why he should. He has on every turn pad no attention to the voice of the people on 

this matter. Any court of equity, common law or the moral law of our land would certainly decide that 

Mr. Lehner could not hold both offices at the same time. It looks pretty greedy and Mr. Lehner knows 

the citizens of this county would not have elected him district attorney if they knew he was to be in 

Madison during the week instead of being in the county to attend to his duties here. Mr. Lehner is a 

great verbal advocate of following the law strictly in all cases except when it applies to himself. County 

board members will remember the tirade he made upon them in a written communication last fall, 

warning the board to follow the law strictly, etc. The article he wrote was deemed by the board to be 

such a disgraceful piece of literature that it was not published in the proceedings. Now it is alright for 

him to draw two big fat checks each month one from Green Lake County for salary as district attorney 

and the other check as state counsel, when the duties of these offices are incompatible. If he is to gibe 

advice to the state and then as district attorney give advice to Green Lake County is not similar to a 

lawyer taking both sides of a case in court. No, the people of this county have a right to demand and we 

know they do demand that Mr. Lehner give up one of these offices and give the people who elected him 

a fair deal. He cannot perform the duties of his office and be absent from the county. If he does not 

heed the voice of the people in this matter, he may expect that they will show feeling of resentment 

toward him. Politics 

May 11, 1911 – Service of Federated churches will be held at the Congregational church. 

June 22, 1911 – R. H. Miller, who has conducted a very successful cigar business on Short Street for the 

past eight years has sold a half interest in his business to his son Hugo and after July 1st the business will 

be operated under the firm name of R.H. Miller & Son. The junior member of the firm has been in the 



employ of his father for the past seven years and is well versed in every phase of the business. (cut of 

photo is larger than current building) … Employs six men at the bench, beside two helpers. The popular 

brands made in the past are Paz de Oro, Royal Gem, Frisky Widow, Little Chief, Miller’s Special. factory 

June 22, 1911 – On Sunday afternoon at their handsome home on the Twin Spring farm, Miss Agnes 

Bartel entertained several of her friends in honor of her natal day. The afternoon was spent in pleasant 

conversation, when at six o’clock they were invited to the dining room where an elegant three-course 

dinner was served. Miss Agnes assisted by her sister Mrs. E. Thomas. Miss Bartel received several nice 

gifts as tokens of their esteem and friendship. At a late hour the party left for their various homes 

wishing their fair hostess many happy returns of the day. Those present were Mr. and Mrs. Martin 

Bartel, Mrs. E. Thomas and the Misses Gladys Borst, Cora Patterson, Matie Mann, Mamie Hamilton and 

Messrs. Frank Loshinski, Joe, Edward and Walter Bartel and Miss Agnes Bartel. 

June 22, 1911 – Aug. Bahrke trying to sell his saloon on west side, corner of Main and 5nd st.??? 

business 

June 22, 1911 – Eugene Thomas has disposed of his stock in the old Lueck & Son store. Mr. Thomas 

having received in exchange for same a farm and stock near St Paul, Minnesota. business 

June 22, 1911 – The Wyse-Merrill Land Agency conducted another land seekers excursion west the last 

of last week. business 

June 29, 1911 – Governor signs bill that tells retail store keepers to close on Sundays. Saloons, however, 

can stay open. Business politics 

June 29, 1911 – L.J. “Lee” Whittemore accepts position as traveling salesman for the Furstnow Ring Co. 

of Fond du Lac. business 

June 29, 1911 – Harmon building between post office and printing office. business 

July 6, 1911 – Turners vote to install two large electric fans in their hall. entertainment 

July 6, 1911 – the firm of Kinas and Zelinski who have been doing business in the old stand of Aug. 

Schiefelbein, known as the Buck Horn, have dissolved partnership. Mr. Zelinski retiring from that 

business. Emil Klawitter who has conducted a successful saloon business at lower Water Street has 

disposed of same and joined in partnership with Mr. Kinas at the Buck Horn. business 

July 13, 1911 - I think corner of Farmer and Water were Morse, Leimer and Yahr. Where were Leimer 

and Yahr … or did Yahr buy Leimer’s after scandal? 

July 13, 1911 – Village board minutes of June 1. Nickodem asks village to examine books of electric light 

company. June 29 – saloon licenses O.M. Maulick, Herman Warnke, Andrew Drill, Fred Schendel, M.M. 

Bednarek, Edw. Schrank, Peter Stott, John Kerski, August Bahrke, Joe Frost, Kinas & Zielinski, Oscar 

Tassler, Louis Miller, and Erich Mueller. electricity 

July 13, 1911 – Dr. Griswold and family have moved into the Thos. Roberts residence on East Water St. 

and has his office across from the Turner Hall. business 

July 13, 1911 – board of review. Assessments. Improvements politics 

July 13, 1911 – Fire damages Dr. Randall residence on west side. 



July 20, 1911 – Mr. Philip Lehner, Governor McGovern’s State Claim Attorney, returned to his home 

from Madison last Friday. The Wisconsin Legislature completed its work Thursday. Since his 

appointment to this position, Mr. Lehner has been at Madison most of the time assisting the Governor 

during the Legislative session. His particular part of the work being to examine the laws after they were 

passed by the Legislature and before they were signed by the Governor, and also to attend to other legal 

matters that arose in the governor’s office. Mr. Lehner’s duties as State Claim Attorney will now be to 

prosecute the State Swamp Land Claims. At the present time the state’s interest in these cases amounts 

to about a million dollars. From now he expects to be here (first version said there) most of the time.  L. 

politics reprinted the following week due to error.  

July 20, 1911 – Governor McGovern appoints Myrtle Megow stenographer in the game warden’s 

department and now Herman O. Giese, grocer and Time Insurance Co. rep, commissioned special 

treasury agent for this district. politics 

July 20, 1911 – Leila Barthol went to Ripon last Tuesday for a visit with her sister. 

July 20, 1911 – A. Fishkin will open general merchandise business in the Harmon building in the near 

future. 

July 27, 1911 – The Heinz pickling factory in this city wish to announce to their patrons that they are now 

ready to receive pickles. 

July 27, 1911 – O.E. Mesick sold about half of his carload of horses on Wednesday at private sale. He will 

continue to sell at the stock yards the remainder of this week or until all are sold. All agree that they are 

the best carload of horses that ever came to Princeton. They are fine large blocky animals weighing from 

1,200 to 1400 pounds and just such horses as our farmers need.business 

July 27, 1911 – Anastasia, the 16-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jezeski died of consumption 

yesterday. Bartel. Obit on aug. 3. 

July 27, 1911 – Edward Nickodem is porter at the National Hotel of Waupun. bartel 

July 27, 1911 – Joe Wolman, our popular shoe man. Business 

August 3, 1911 – E.D. Morse retires. On last Monday the transfer of E.D. Morse’s property and business 

in general produce and lumber business was completed and Dahlke & Giese are in possession. Mr. 

Morse has made Princeton his home all his life. When a boy he started working and a little later opened 

up a business in a small way. He kept continually at it and applied himself studiously to the wants of his 

customers and his business soon began to grow and prosper. About 30 years ago he entered into the 

general produce business. His strict attention to business and his study of the business soon made him 

master of the situation as a large scale business man and he has had the satisfaction of seeing his 

establishment develop into a large industry. Mr. Morse has been connected with the life and business 

interests of our town all these years. He has been one of our substantial business men and many will 

regret to hear of his decision to sever himself from the business life of Princeton. We understand, 

however, that he and his family will still reside in Princeton and will attend to business interests and 

holdings in Milwaukee and other cities. We congratulate Mr. Morse on his long and successful tenure. 

Men of good business standing are a credit to a city and Princeton can well be proud of the business he 

established. … The inventory was completed last week and the final papers were drawn Monday which 



made Dahlke & Giese owners of the E.D. Morse lumber and produce business. They have been learned 

in the business from the bottom by the slow but sure and good school of experience. Frank Giese 

started in the yard as a mere chore boy and steadily was advanced and put in charge of the business. 

Chas. Dahlke has been a prominent citizen and leading business man of Neshkoro for the past ten years. 

Both members of the firm are well posted in the business and are prepared to give former and new 

customers the best of service. …. Note from Morse says Chas. T. Dahlke has been a partner of Mr. 

Morse’s at Neshkoro and Spring Lake for several years, and Frank Giese has been his foreman in the 

business here for a number of years. Mr. Giese working for him when he was a boy 15 years of age when 

he commenced doing his chores at ten cents per week. “In retiring from business, I want to thank the 

people for the patronage they have given me, and I hope they will give the new firm of Dahlke & Giese 

the same kind of consideration. My business connection with both these men for the past score of years 

has given me the highest confidences in their integrity and knowledge of business and the wants of 

customers and ask for them your patronage and business.” 

August 3, 1911 – Abram Hall turns 92. Nice elements about getting here. history 

August 3, 1911 – The traveling public are agreeably surprised these days on arriving at our depot they 

are met by an auto representing the American House. Manager Krueger has made several innovations in 

the noted hostelry since the beginning of his management, but this latest plan of meeting the traveling 

public with the auto is very popular with the traveling men. business 

August 3, 1911 – Our neighbor, Mr. Fishkin, who recently came to this city to engage in the general 

merchandise business, has opened his doors for business the fore part this week. 

August 10, 1911 – Big ad for new business of A. Fishkin. Name of store is The Reliable. 

August 10, 1911 – Under provisions of the new state aid law (Chapter 337, Laws of 1911) towns can get 

county and state aid for almost any kind of permanent road improvement, if they have voted a tax, or 

will, prior to Sept. 1, 1911, vote a tax for the improvement. Covers grading, draining and surfacing with 

stone or gravel. It is expected the state, county and town will each pay one-third of the cost of road 

work. A town must vote a tax of at least $400 for improving a road. Any bridge over six feet in span can 

also be built with state aid under the new law. It is expected the state will be 20 percent and the county 

and town each 40 percent of the cost of bridges. A town must vote a tax of at least $220 for building a 

bridge or bridges. Counties must vote a county tax before Oct. 1 to qualify for the aid if they want to 

build roads in 1912. State appropriates $350,000; Green Lake County’s share was $2,800. Republic: 

“There is nothing left to be said in favor of good roads. Their convenience, their saving, and their 

importance in every way has been threshed over and over until everybody knows that good roads are 

needed in all settled sections, especially in this locality.” A request by 12 voters in writing to the town 

clerk is sufficient to have the matter brought before the voters. As of Aug. 24 Kingston was only town to 

schedule town meeting. Progress 

August 10, 1911 – Mr. Edward Teske Sr. is busily engaged at the west side to increase the strength of the 

water power leading to the electric power house and to replace the old water wheel with a new one of 

much more capacity. Also, a new tunnel leading from the channel to the power house is being built of 

cement. Same will be under course of construction for several weeks and when completed Mr. Teske 

will have one of the best power systems in this part of the state. Electricity factory 



August 10, 1911 – After circulating a petition and getting about forty-five signers for the purpose of 

organizing a new fire department, it was handed to the city council and acted upon at their last meeting 

and was favorably passed. Tuesday evening the boys met at the village hall and organized to be known 

as the Princeton Fire Department No. 2 and certainly mean to get down to business and work steadily 

for the advancement of the association and for a more adequate and up to date fire protection. The 

citizens of our city should encourage and uphold the move of this young organization of fire fighters. 

With a few months of hard work they will be able to show excellent skill on hook and ladder work, 

couple the hose and in the handling of the fire apparatus in general. The company is headed by men of 

skill and experience in this line and know the tricks and trades of handling a fire with such bunch of able 

bodied men as those in this new organization.” Officers elected: James Mulheren, chief; A.A. Krueger, 

first assistant chief; W. Younker, 2nd assistant chief; Otto Rimpler, hose captain; Leo Schewe, second 

hose captain; S. Nickodem, hook and ladder captain; J. Shew Jr., second hook and ladder captain; Nozzle 

men – Carl Worm, C. Marquardt, Otto Messing, Robert Kerski; secretary, Fritz Krueger; treasurer, Carl 

Schendel; trustees – Leo Schewe, O.H. Hoyer and A.A. Krueger. The new company will have at least two 

runs each month during the summer and may be probably for the year so as to keep them in the usual 

practice and for each individual to gain speed at his particular piece of work. Now let us all join in and 

work together in harmony and in a short time Princeton will have a bunch of fire fighters that will hold a 

good, clean time record. improvements 

August 10, 1911 – Village board minutes. July 6. Saloon license from Kinas and Zelinski to Kinas and 

Klawitter.  business 

August 10, 1911 – The saloon building owned by John J. Radtke of Oshkosh and which is occupied by 

Louis Miller, was sold to John Haas the Ripon brewer. The deal was completed last Saturday. We were 

told Mr. Miller will remain in the saloon. business 

August 10, 1911 – There has grown up very quietly in the city this summer, “a baby industry,” that under 

the efficient management of Mr. S.H. Seymour promises to soon outgrow its infancy. This is the 

Princeton station of the Heinz Pickling Company, who have their headquarters at Pittsburg, 

Pennsylvania. The plant is located beside the C&NW Ry. Tracks near the Stock Yards and is comprised of 

a building and equipment covering a space of about 50x100 feet and with a capacity of about 600 

bushels of cucumbers per day. The building was completed the latter part of July. About 160 farmers of 

this vicinity have cont racted 150 acres of land to be devoted to the raising of the cucumbers, and 

wagon loads are arriving daily making deliveries in such quantities that the 15 operatives employed have 

been obliged to work as late as 3:30 a.m. to take care of the same. Cucumbers of a certain size are 

treated with dill and converted into a finished product here at home while the ones designed for other 

pickle products are salted here and then shipped to the main plan at Pittsburgh for the final processes. 

The company have in all in the state of Wisconsin 15 similar stations including Ripon, Princeton, 

Neshkoro, Wautoma, Packwaukee and Portage, the pioneer of which is the one at Ripon. factory 

August 17, 1911 – At the pickling factory one day of last week about 900 bushels of cucumbers arrived. 

August 17, 1911 – Fire company No. 2 made the run from the fire house to the Nickodem dock and 

threw water in 3 minutes and 24 seconds. improvement 

August 17, 1911 – Herman Giese injured while loading potatoes near depot. Car he was working in was 

struck by another car. Take home semi-conscious by Landlord Krueger in his auto. health 



August 17, 1911 – Dick Highknocker dies while attempting to swim the Fox River near Berlin. Drowns in 

sight of his tepee. Evening Wisconsin says he was son of the Winnebago chief Dick Highknocker. The old 

settlers here near heard of but one Highknocker, a son of Big Soldier, whose Indian name may have 

been Dick Highknocker. The drowned man whose name here was known as Hank Highknocker. Story is 

filed by H (Harroune) and describes Big Soldier meeting with Van Buren, removal, etc. history 

August 24, 1911 - Fire company No. 2 made it from fire house to the Luedtke dock and threw water in 4 

½ minutes. improvement 

August 24, 1911 – The celebrated Schuberts Symphony Orchestra will be at Turner Hall on Sept. 11. This 

is a rare treat for Princeton as they seldom make towns our size. Sponsored by school. entertainment 

August 24, 1911 – Only mention of river is usually excursions and launches. Entertainment business 

August 24, 1911 – Tuesday evening there was a meeting of the autoists at the garage. An organization 

was perfected with Dr. J.A. Froehlich, president; F.F. Krueger, vice president; G.V. Kelley, secretary; Dr. 

A.G. Giese, treasurer; and Bert Shew, E.D. Morse, Dr Siegmund and Henry Schultheis, directors. The 

object of the club is to assist in bettering the roads of this section, and since the auto owners have an 

extra tax of $5 imposed on Jan. 1st, an effort will be made to have the commission expend some of that 

money on the roads about Princeton. improvement 

Jumps to Sept. 14, 1911 

Sept. 14, 1911 – Peck’s Bad Boy – The Bad Boy and His Girl Start in Business. Turner Opera House. Sept. 

18. “The Servant in the House” in September usually didn’t come to small towns. “The large attndane 

shows that Princeton people want entertainment of high order and we hope that the Turn Verein will 

book at least one or two plays of this kind each season. 

Sept. 14, 1911 – Village board minutes. Aug. 3. Allow Fire Company No. 2 to use old fire engine and 

apparatus. Also vote to purchase car load of crush for Water Street. Aug. 17 – O.H. Hoyer hired as 

secretary of electric light department at $100 per year. improvement 

Sept. 14, 1911 – Piece of lot 5, block D, to be sold at sheriff’s auction Oct. 17. Eugene Kidman vs. five 

Mantheys and J.E. Hennig. By virtue of a judgment of partition in the above entitle action … business 

Sept. 14, 1911 – Federated M.E. and Congregational churches meet at Methodist church. religion 

Sept. 28, 1911 – The Heinz pickle factory closed this week after taking in about 18,000 bushels of pickles 

for the season of 1911. factory 

October 12, 1911 – County board has list of roads it hopes to build but not finalized. progress 

October 12, 1911 – Village Board minutes Sept 7. Board makes it clear that Fire Chief Gustav Zierke has 

full control of all the docks in the village and that in case of fire Fire Co. No. 2 must abide by Chief 

Zierke’s orders. Sept. 30 – cement side walk from bridge to overall factory. 

October 12, 1911 – Leo Bartol of Black creek has baby boy. 

END OF 1911 

1912 



Feb. 1, 1912 – A.J. Wyse will wrestle Young Berg, of Chicago, Feb. 7 at Turner Hall. Wyse gave Sharkey of 

Canada a very close bout two weeks ago. Wyse is now in fine trim and training. … Wyse returned 

Monday from the southern part of the state. He met four men on the mat while on his trip. He was 

successful in two contests and lost the other two. We understand he met men well up in the wrestling 

art. sports 

Feb. 1, 1912 – New state law says city, village and town treasurers shall be paid salary not fees. 

improvement 

Feb. 1, 1912 – Income tax exemptions: $800 per year for single man, $1,200 for man and wife, and $200 

for every child under 18. Of the proceeds of the income tax, 70 percent goes to city or township, 20 

percent to county and remaining 10 percent to the state. improvement 

Feb. 1, 1912 – Joe Wolman the shoe man has moved his stock in the place formerly occupied by 

Hennig’s meat market. business 

Feb. 8, 1912 – Mrs. Eugene Thomas entertains. Grandma not invited! bartel 

Feb. 15, 1912 – Roller skating at Shew’s rink Sunday afternoon. sports 

Feb. 15, 1912 – Al Wyse, who has this winter sprung from an amateur wrestler to a professional 

wrestler, is receiving calls from western states to meet professional wrestlers. We understand that he 

goes on a trip next week. Wyse met Sharkey, a heavyweight champion, who said that he was one of the 

best men he had met on the mat. Later he toured the northern art of the state and met several strong 

men and came out with winning scores. Lately he met young Berg, Chicago’s champion wrestler. He was 

too much for Berg, taking two out of three falls. He has met good men. He is strong, active and science. 

He makes a good showing in the ring and is a hard man to put on the mat. In him Princeton has a 

wrestler who is ready and able to meet the best mat artists. sports 

Feb. 29, 1912 – The stock of hardware conducted by Mrs. W.R. Yahr and daughters was recently 

purchased by hardware dealer Richard Artman. The later who is now conducting a hardware and tin 

shop business in the store of Rev. A.G. Hoyer will remove same in the near future into the store of Mrs. 

W.R. Yahr. business 

Feb. 29, 1912 – O.C. Olman who has been principal of our schools for the past seven years and who 

nomination was made by President Taft some weeks ago for postmaster, received his commission this 

week showing that his appointment was confirmed by the Senate on February 21st. Mr. Olman is a man 

well qualified for the place, being a high school graduate, normal graduate and a graduate of the 

University of Wisconsin. He has been a successful teacher for the past ten years and spent one year for 

the past ten years and spent one year in Washington DC as private secretary to Congressman Nelson. He 

has been very successful as principal of our local high school. Mr. Tucker the retiring postmaster 

completed his fourth term or sixteen years in the post office on February 1st. During his long service two 

rural routes were added and there has been a large increase in the sale of stamps and postal supplies. 

politics 

Feb. 29, 1912 – Owing to the need of more vault space and also for the purpose of giving its patrons a 

great number of conveniences and better service the Princeton State Bank will build an addition to the 

back of its present building and entirely remodel and refurnish the first floor of its present banking 



quarters. Work will be commenced as soon as the weather permits. The management has known for 

some time that these changes would soon become necessary to take care of the business, and a special 

fund has been set aside for the purpose of meeting the expense of these improvements. The rebuilding 

and addition will therefore not in any way effect the rate of dividend upon its stock. Mr. J. Simon Fluor 

of Oshkosh, an architect who makes a specialty of planning office buildings, is now at work upon the 

plans and specifications, and says that when completed the State Bank will have one of the best 

equipped offices in this section. business 

March 7, 1912 – Eph. Mueller celebrates 79th birthday. Was Democrat leader for years. Assessor for 28 

years. Supervisor for 21 years. Chairman of county board three terms. Politics 

March 7, 1912 – School board elects G.H. Owen for two years teacher in the training school as principal. 

About 32 years old. Wife and child 10 years experience.  

March 7, 1912 – Peter Bartol, the pop man of Berlin, was in the city yesterday and while here made this 

office a pleasant call. Peter and his family rejoice over the arrival of a 9 ½ pound baby boy, born to them 

last January. bartel 

March 7, 1912 – Leo Bartol, who with his wife had gone to Mount Clemens, Michigan, returned home 

the later part of last week. Mrs. Bartol remained there where she will receive treatments. bartel 

March 14, 1912 – Salaries set for village offices. Ordinance 57, President, $25 per year; trustees, $15 per 

year; clerk, $125 per year; treasurer, $150; assessor, $3 per day, not to exceed 30 days. March 7. politics 

March 14, 1912 – The post office changed hands yesterday morning, O.C. Olman being postmaster 

assisted by Misses Esther Krueger and Eveline Teske. Politics improvement Unlocks lobby at 6:45 a.m. 

and leaves it unlocked until 11 p.m. Lobby is open on Sunday.  

March 21, 1912 – We note there will be much building activity this spring. New business blocks will be 

built and also several new residences will be erected. The State Bank intends to rebuild its present 

building by enlarging it and putting in a complete new set of fixtures and bank furniture. John Haas, of 

Ripon, recently purchased the building just west of the State Bank, known as the old “Buck Horn.” He 

will erect a large business block on that lot this spring. KD Schrank will erect a two-story modern 

business block on his lot on East Water Street. Residences -  Frank Spooner, HJ Maxwell, August Warnke, 

Rudolph Brown, Mr. Michalski whose house burned in January, Jul Sommerfeldt and others.business 

March 21, 1912 – Postal Savings Bank. improvement 

March 21, 1912 –  Dr. Siegmund reports the birth of a 19 lb. baby boy at the home of Mr. and Mrs. L. 

Mashuda on March 6. health 

March 28, 1912 – Frank Mueller is manager of the high school baseball team. Captain Alex Drill. sports 

March 28, 1912 – Our citizens were startled today noon when the fire bell rang in response to a call for 

the department to extinguish the fire in St. John’s Lutheran Church. Services were held in the morning 

and shortly after the congregation left the church fire was discovered. The department responded 

promptly. It was a bad fire however much damage being done in the basement and also damage done to 

the interior decorations upstairs. The fire started from an overheated furnace it is thought.  



April 4, 1912 – Village election. No opposition. Wm. Gorr, president. F.F Krueger defeats H.E. Megow 

199-1, Edw. Harroune, 1 for justice of peace. politics 

April 4, 1912 – Lambrecht & Krueger selling Deere gang plows, Deere planters, cultivaors, Success 

spreaders and buggies. business 

April 11, 1912 – Committee assigned to review the Wielectric light company books report. “Our 

correspondence shows that the village is in bad repute with the wholesale houses for the lax manner in 

which it meets its bills, and this is bad advertising for Princeton.” Some bills not paid for a year. “A 

comparison of the total receipts of both current and supplies shows that they were 39 percent higher 

during the past two years than they were for they were for the average same length of time during the 

first four years during which the village owned the plant. The plant appears to be paying its bonded 

indebtedness promptly when due and there appears to be no good reason why it should not pay its bills 

promptly and, with the constantly reduced amount of interest due to meet upon its bonds, be getting 

money ahead. Electricity improvement 

April 11, 1912 – The Haas brewery has received a consignment of several steel glass enameled tanks, 

which are now being installed and which will increase the storage capacity of the plant considerably. 

factory 

April 11, 1912 – Peter Bartol, formerly of the town of St. Marie, was elected alderman of the 4th ward in 

Berlin. bartel 

April 25, 1912 – Village board April 4.  

April 25, 1912 – On Monday evening of this week the members of the Lyric Harp Orchestra met at their 

rooms over the Artman Hardware Store for their usual semiweekly rehearsal. Wives and lady friends 

surprise them with bounteous supper followed by social hour “after which the crowd dispersed only in 

time to reach their homes before the lights went out.” entertainment 

April 25, 1912 – Herman Megow Jr. returns from Wyoming and Colorado where he spent the last six 

months. Much improved in health. business 

April 25, 1912 – Mrs. F.T. Yahr passes. history 

April 25, 1912 – Titanic. 

May 2, 1912 – Catherine E. Thompson killed in accident at chemical laboratory at Oshkosh Normal 

school. 

May 2, 1912 – Mrs. Alvin Flint dies in Nashua. History 

May 2, 1912 – Work has commenced on rebuilding and remodeling the State Bank under the direction 

of Albert Abraham of Oshkosh. business 

May 2, 1912 – James M. Stimson dies. History.  

May 9, 1912 – The moving picture show was largely attended last Sunday evening. The management is 

certainly putting up a good line of entertainment and deserves a large patronage. We are getting the 

same high-class films as shown in the large cities. Give them a big house next Sunday. See the Titanic 

Disaster on canvas. entertainment 



May 9, 1912 – The Junior Prom, given on the evening of May 1st, was a decided success, socially and 

financially. Considerable credit is due the class for the effort it made to make it a success. This is the first 

Prom ever held in Princeton but not the last. School  

May 9, 1912 – Philip Lehner, of Princeton, agent to the governor, left Monday morning for Minnesota to 

speak for LaFollette delegates to the national convention. He is a Progressive Republican candidate for 

Attorney General of this state. Politics 

May 9, 1912 – Albert Ziebell dies. Factory obit May 16 

May 9, 1912 – The village board requests that all people riding bicycles on the side walks and those 

coasting with coasters on the walks give up this practice at once. It has become a nuisance and the 

board intends to see that it is stopped. Improvement 

May 16, 1912 – Long editorial about importance of agriculture and domestic science classes. Give the 

boy and girl instruction that will be useful. 

May 16, 1912 – The moving picture show last Saturday evening drew the largest crowd that ever was 

enclosed in the Turner Hall on one evening. Scores of people were refused admittance. 

May 23, 1912 – Postmaster O.C. Olma conferred with Chairman Fred Spooner and Town Clerk Wm. 

Sommerfeld of St. Marie, Saturday, relative to extending the rural route service to the farmers in that 

vicinity. The farmers out in those sections should be supplied with rural mail and we are glad that 

Postmaster Olman is putting forth strong efforts to get mail routes for them. We understand that a 

route was laid out which was submitted to the department for approval. A map was made of the route 

and in a few days H.C. Spooner will take the postmaster and the committee over the new route. 

May 23, 1912 – Baseball team plays Berlin training school, which about the middle of the game put in 

“Red” Marsh as pitcher and out boys showed a little skill at the bat by getting a three-bagger, a two-

bagger and a few other hits from this professional ball player and pitcher.” Former Blues pitcher Fred 

Marsh? 

May 23, 1912 – Wm. Wyse Sr. family reunion. In speaking of the early days here he said that the village 

of Princeton was scarcely more than a nname at the time they came here, there being but one store, a 

tavern, blacksmith shop and a few other wooden buildings, and the river was crossed by a small scow 

used as a ferry boat. At which time there were but few white settlers here and the Indians roved wild 

thru the country. History 

 

May 23, 1912 – Disbanded. Wallace Dantz Post Department of Wisconsin, located at Princeton, some 28 

members signed the charter on the 8th day of October 1886, and was mustered in on said day. The first 

regular meeting was held Oct. 16, 1886. The adjutant then appointed has held such office since up to 

surrendering the charter on April last. From the fact that many members have passed away by death 

and otherwise, it left but some four or five in good standing and it became apparent there was not 

members enough to fill offices or quorum to transact business as the law requires. As all posts are 

incorporated under the statutes as corporations, and it was decided we were compelled to give up our 

charter, which was done, but it leaves us soldiers still and we can do as we done before we had any post 

viz: Visit the graves of the departed comrades on Memorial Day with schools, societies and citizens and 



of late sons of veterans Spanish war veterans. We were sorry to give up our post after running some 26 

years as we had many pleasant meetings which time will not allow us to participate in again. H history 

May 23, 1912 – The State Bank who are having the interior of the bank building remodeled have moved 

their fixtures into the building of W.J. Mesick formerly occupied as a furniture store by H. Warnke & Son, 

where they will remain and do their banking business until the completion of their banking building. 

May 23, 1912 – On next Saturday Wm. Kralick will open a bakery establishment with a first-class 

restaurant and ice cream parlor in connection with the O.R. Luedtke block. The gentleman comes from 

Wild Rose and has an excellent reputation as a baker. business 

May 23, 1912 – Richard Artman who for the past several years has conducted a thriving hardware 

business in the store of Rev. A.G. Hoyer for the past several years has moved his stock of goods into the 

hardware store of Mr. W.R. Yahr have purchased same stock in connection with his own. Mr. Artman 

now has a full line in every department and solicits a share of your patronage. business 

May 30, 1912 – Common school graduation. High school graduation class includes Frank Mueller and 

Frank Nickodem. 

May 30, 1912 – Mrs. Eugene Thomas and daughter went to Berlin Wednesday morning to decorate the 

grave of their little son and visit with relatives. bartel 

May 30, 1912 – L.J. Whittemore left for Oshkosh the fore part this week to assist his father in the jewelry 

business. 

June 6, 1912 –  

June 13, 1912 – Village board minutes. May 3. Transfer saloon license from Erich Mueller to Henry 

Bruesch. May 2 – Cement sidewalk to Catholic church on west side. Improvement 

June 20, 1912 – Wm. Kralick will run a bakery delivery wagon. business 

June 27, 1912 – Lyric Harp Orchestra staying busy.  Ideal Orchestra active too 

June 27, 1912 – Liquor license for Lot 3, Block C, known as the Last Chance. J.H. Manthey and Theo. 

Bednarek. Rudolph Brown. 

June 27, 1912 – Those recently purchasing autos are Dr. G.J. Racek, a Ford, runabout, Alfred Warnke, a 

five passenger Buick, Dr. Froelich, a two passenger Overland and Oswald Hoyer, a five-passenger 

Overland. 

June 27, 1912 – Yesterday noon the fire bell rang and our citizens discovered a fire at the brewery. The 

straw pile near the horse barn caught a fire in some way and quite a blaze developed. A bucket brigade 

was organized before the fire engine got there, which helped to keep down the flames. On the way to 

the fire the axle of the truck carrying the engine broke, going over one of our high crossings an this 

delayed the work of the firemen some minutes. It is hard to understand why our authorities will 

continue to build those high crossings without proper grading. Many private vehicles are damaged by 

them, and now comes a distinct loss to city property. Just think what might of happened if that fire was 

in the congested party of the city, with firemen waiting for a broken down engine all because it had to 



be driven fast over a high crossing. A good deal of damage was done to the barn, but the other buildings 

were saved. 

July 4, 1912 – Editorial praises the progressive school board of Lambrecht (director), Teske (clerk) and 

Whittemore (treasurer). “The educational system of our country has been growing from year to year. 

The school population of Princeton has been steadily increasing. With these two facts coupled together 

with proper judgement of a progressive board, such as we have, then Princeton, too, must have a 

splendid school.” District has grown from a graded school to a strong four year high school. … At the 

present time the Princeton High School offers most of the popular courses found in any of the secondary 

schools of this nation. The following courses are offered and their selection is optional with the 

students: Domestic Science, Agriculture, Commercial, English and German. For some time there was talk 

of removing the commercial course to make room for the course in domestic science. But there has 

been some opposition to the removal of this valuable course, and now it seems wise to continue this 

course without the removal of a single subject. So students interested in shorthand, typing and 

bookkeeping are cordially invited to enroll in the Princeton High School when it opens in September. … 

In addition to our regular bookkeeping course, instruction in farm accounts will be given as a part of our 

agriculture course. The girls will be taught cooking, sewing and home accounts. Special attention will be 

given to food composition in order that the student may become familiar in her selection of the most 

nutritious food at the lowest possible price. … In accord with the latest notion of education the high 

school pupils of Princeton Public School are to be taught to do those things that are useful to them in 

the earning of their bread and butter. … Our high school is on the accredited list of our State University. 

Our graduates are received into the State University without examination. Every young person who is a 

graduate from the common school course will be admitted to our high school without examination. 

July 4, 1912 – Supper, program honors 27th wedding anniversary of Rev. and Mrs. Messenger. The two 

societies of the Federated churches joined in making it an event of please and a day long to be 

remembered. 

July 4, 1912 – No Fourth celebration in Princeton.  

July 4, 1912 – Cashier Henry Schultheis has purchased a large Overland car thru the Victor Yahr agency. 

business 

July 4, 1912 – Busy Dollar boat is owned by Schroeder Bros. business 

July 11, 1912 – Home coming and German Day will be August 25-26 

July 11, 1912 – A.J. Wyse gets married. 

July 11, 1912 – Village Board minutes of June 6. Saloon licenses OK’d for O.M. Maulick, Herman Warnke, 

Andrew Drill, Fred Schendel, Louis Miller, Martin M. Bednarek, Edw. Schrank, Henry Bruesch, Wm. 

Wyse, John Kerski, Joe Frost, Kinas and Klawitter, Oscar Tassler. Rudolph Braun. business 

July 11, 1912 – Busy Dollar equipped with water works, dining room and sleeper. Goes anywhere on Fox 

or Wolf river. Schroeder Bros., Princeton. 

July 11, 1912 – Mr. and Mrs. E. Thomas and daughter Kathryn, Mrs. P.B. Wightman and daughter of 

Chicago and Miss Agnes Bartol were at Silver Cryst rusticating a part of the week. They report a fine 

time. bartel 



July 11, 1912 – Eugene Thomas thanks citizens of Princeton and vicinity for patronizing his butcher 

business and otherwise in the village. My business attitude was always to try to please the patrons of my 

shop, and no doubt all are aware that I have made the price of meats go down in the village of 

Princeton. Closing? Bartel 

July 11, 1912 – The Reliable Store (A. Fishkin) in the Fair Store building, one door east of printing office. 

business 

July 18, 1912 – Big custody fight over Fred M. Caldwell’s daughter, infant heir to Maude E. Caldwell, 

deceased. Due in court Sept. 3. His last known address is Venice, Illinois. crime 

July 18, 1912 – H. Warnke & Son renting chairs at 2 cents each and tables at 5 cents each for parties 

business. Kralick Ice Cream parlor gives away a bottle of perfume with each ten-cent dish of ice cream 

next Saturday and Sunday. 

July 18, 1912 – Mrs. Frank Krueger dies. Wife of F.F. Krueger and mother of Elmer Krueger. 

July 25, 1912 – Gustav Teske Sr. running for county treasurer again.  

July 25, 1912 - Dr. Racek’s new Ford car has arrived. Marshall Jas. Mulheren has a Brush auto purchased 

in Berlin. It is rumored that E.R. smith and Bert Shew will open an auto garage at Whitewater. 

July 25, 1912 – Ad. Princeton Brass Band will play at St. John School picnic. Indoor base ball game???? 

Chicago vs. Princeton. 

August 1, 1912 – Long campaign ad for Davidson. Politics. 

August 1, 1912 – Shoeman Joseph Wolman marries New York City society girl. Business. He has been in 

Princeton five years. Previously in Chicago. 

August 1, 1912 – Wilber Friday, who has charge of the power roller in the making of the new road east 

of the city was here Monday. Progress 

August 1, 1912 – Princeton Peoples Meat Market Association meeting Aug. 6. J.A. Schalow, president. 

New meat market will be conducted at the old stand of Eugene Thomas. A butcher, Wm. Kurkowski, of 

Nekoosa, (Aug. 15 paper says Wm. Rukowsky) has been engaged as manager. Association also includes 

Herman Warnke as vice president, John Shew Sr. as treasurer and F.F. Krueger as secretary. Directors 

John Kerski, Edw. Hardell and Julius Schalow. business 

August 8, 1912 – Village board minutes. July 18. Took 11 ballots before board appoints S.E. Mackowski 

manager of the electric light department. Had bid $225 per year. J.E. Hennig bid $240. Erich Mueller 

$195. Henry Schultheis and G.J. Krueger act as examining committee of the department books. 

Electricity  

August 8, 1912 – Howard Whittemore purchases 5-passenger Reo car and is agent for that make of cars. 

Fred Page purchases a Buck from Victor Yahr. 

August 8, 1912 – Eugene Thomas now works for Ives Produce Co. of Oshkosh. Bartel 

August 8, 1912 – Edmund Mackowski found a mushroom near Kipes Creek which weighed 2 pounds and 

one ounce. This is a record for mushrooms in this locality. health 



August 8, 1912 – Prominent German-Americans are interesting themselves in the campaign of Philip 

Lehner, of Princeton, Green Lake County, for the Republic nomination for attorney general. Milwaukee 

Daily News. politics 

August 8, 1912 – The Princeton Auto Garage, which was under the management of V.F. Yahr for the past 

few months, changed hands Monday. Albert Francikowski who was employed by Mr. Yahr took 

possession Monday morning. Business. 

Aug. 15, 1912 – Progressive Party nominates Theodore Roosevelt for president. Mexican bandits are 

raiding Texas ranches. A troop of cavalry has bee sent to the scene. Infantry will follow on special train if 

needed. War politics 

Aug. 15, 1912 – Dare Devil Dudley, world’s high wire artist now before the public, 1911 feature of 

Greater United Shows. Worked from dome of City Hall, at Milwaukee. Slides from the height of 75 feet 

down a cable 250 feet in length suspended entirely by his teeth, an extraordinary display of iron jaws 

and superhuman nerve. “Sensational Slide for Life.” Will give free exhibitions during Home Coming and 

German Day Aug. 25-26. Entertainment 

Aug. 15, 1912 – V.F. Yahr moves his Yahr Lumber Co. office to First National Bank. business 

Aug. 15, 1912 – Firm formerly known as Kinas and Zelinski .., now just Kinas? Business 

Aug. 22, 1912 – On German Day the rebuilt offices of the Princeton State Bank will be opened to the 

public for their inspection, and the officers extend to all a cordial invitation to call on that day, go 

through the vaults, behind the counters and through the building. This is a good chance for the children 

to see the banking business behind the counter as well as before it and they will be welcome when 

attended by their parents. The building has been enlarged and completely refurnished including new 

vaults and fixtures thruout. The main offices are finished in mahogany and the new addition, used as a 

directors room or meeting place for any body of men having business to transact, is finished in quarter-

sawed fumed oak … Three solid concrete vaults, reinforced with steel. Two vaults on first floor; one for 

safety deposit boxes. One in basement. Each vault includes desk and chair. The vaults are guarded by 

heavy steel doors weighing over 2,200 ounds each and are opened and closed by a heavy pressure bar 

system. All floors of the public lobby are tile. Floor back of counters covered with a heavy grade of cork 

carpet. Building is completely electric throughout. Capital of $30,000 and surplus of $16,000. business 

Aug. 22, 1912 – The new domestic science room is nearly completed and it will be equipped with stoves, 

tables, dishes and other things necessary for good work in this department. Miss Lola Schmidt, of New 

Holstein, will have charge of the domestic science department. She is graduate of Stout Institute in 

Menomonie – the strongest school of its kind in the state. Principal will oversee the agriculture course. 

August 22, 1912 – Eugene Thomas sells ice business to Ferdinand Wuerch. 

August 29, 1912 – Event is Sunday and Monday, Princeton host of thousands. Three monster parades. … 

Princeton entertained an immense crowd at the Home Coming and German Day celebration last Sunday 

and Monday. Throngs of people came from far and near to join the home comers in the celebration 

planned for them. … The city was beautifully decorated and illuminated. … About 15 cars in auto parade. 

Geo. V. Kelley first prize. Water carnival. “It was a very pretty display and pleased the large crowd that 

gathered to witness the fine scenic effect of the lighted and decorated boats on the Fox at night.” … 



Monday was German Day. The Ariel band started the day with street concerts. Monster industrial 

parade. Ed Reetz takes first prize. “At one o’clock the immigrants sailed down the river in the boat 

Deutschland and landed at the dock. It was an immense crowd that awaited their coming. They were put 

on wagons decorated to depict various scenes in German life such as the bowery, the dance hall, etc.” … 

Bands played German music. “This was a great parade. The long line of people cheered and showed 

their pleasure in delight at this in some ways very comic, and yet very accurate historical depiction of 

actual German life.” Bandstand – speakers, German choir, A.J. Schmitz, candidate for governor. “He 

made a fine address and a good impression.” There was also a comic parade. St. Marie won tug of war 

with Princeton. No mention of aerial act. 

Sept. 5, 1912 – Miss Edith Long, of Milwaukee, visits W.W. Whittemore. 

Sept. 5, 1912 – Miss Pauline Nickodem left Thursday for a weeks’ vacation with friends at Fond du Lac 

and Milwaukee. bartel 

Sept. 12, 1912 - Teaching staff of nine. Every high school girl has made application for work in domestic 

science. While the kitchen is being completed and equipped the girls spend the cooking hour in sewing.  

Sept. 12, 1912 – Jos. Barthol, of Brooklyn, was in the city on business Tuesday He will move to Bluffton 

on the Eaton farm this fall. Joe has six or seven head of good cows for sale. bartel 

Sept. 19, 1912 –  

Sept. 26, 1912 – Boys and girls at high school forming basketball teams. At least one game played each 

evening after school. Roller skating party raises about $24 for Girls Athletic Club. A large and happy 

crowd skated to the music of the electric piano until the lights went out. Girls raffled off a 8.5-pound box 

of candy made by the girls in the domestic science room. Sports school 

Oct. 3, 1912 – Otto H. Lichtenberg while out on the lake hunting last week shot a large bald-headed 

eagle which measured 64 inches from tip to tip. Bird will be mounted and exhibited at O.H. Lichtenberg 

& Co. window. sports 

Oct. 10, 1912 – School establishes lecture course – male quartette, Wolcott-Norflect Co., AH. Johnston, 

famous for fun making, and Paul F. Voelker, renowned lecturer. Offered through UW. Season ticket 

costs $1. entertainment 

Oct. 10, 1912 – Statement of ownership for Princeton Republic newspaper. A.H. Rimpler, editor. 

business 

Oct. 10, 1912 – G.G. Krueger, who has been connected in the store of his uncle, G.J. Krueger, for the past 

15 years or more has given up that position and is now engaged with the Beaver Dam Overall Co. as 

their traveling salesman. business 

Oct. 10, 1912 – Wm. Yunker, who has been in the employ of Teske & Zierke in the mill on the west side 

for the past 15 years has leased the mill and will run same in the future. Edw. Teske Sr. has operated the 

mill for a number of years. Factory 

Oct. 17, 1912 -  

Oct. 24, 1912 -  



Oct. 31, 1912 – High School Athletic Association arranges to use Shew’s Hall for basketball games this 

season. First game is Nov 22 vs. Brandon. sports 

Oct. 31, 1912 – G.A. Weinkauf and A.J. Wyse photos. politics 

Oct. 31, 1912 – Fred Page owns Jersey Dairy Farm. Brother is H.A. Page, They attend International Dairy 

Show in Milwaukee. business 

Nov. 7, 1912 – Some mysterious Halloween spirit tied the bell clapper to the side of the bell in such a 

way that Mr. Krueger failed to get any response to his vigorous pulling of the bell rope last Friday 

morning Also the electricity of the electric batteries failed to perform its duty when Mr. Owne pushed 

the button to ring the electric bell to call classes. Sure, these conditions ought to convince us that spirits 

are permitted to go abroad more on Halloween night than on any other night of the year. entertainment 

Nov. 7, 1912 – “Tuesday was Democrat Day in the nation.” Wilson wins presidency. He goes into the 

presidency with the largest electoral vote ever given a president. The Republican state ticket has carried 

the state. McGovern re-elected governor though Karel carries Princeton 243-78. Weinkauf defeats Wyse 

for sheriff by 13 votes and carries Princeton 222-111. Vote on women’s suffrage – Green Lake County 

1921 no, 776 yes politics 

Nov. 14, 1912 – Village board minutes. Oct. 3 - Petition handed to board seeking all-night current for 

electric lights. Auto owners reminded they need to have autos properly lighted and must carry their 

numbers of their car. Electricity  

Nov. 21, 1912 – The PHS basketball team was defeated by the Princeton city team Wednesday 16-14. 

This was the first game of the season. Sports school 

Nov. 21, 1912 – Republic raises price to $1.50 per year.  Newspaper business 

Nov. 21, 1912 – Liquor license for Water lot 26 in Mesick building. Albert Kinas and Frank Fink. business 

Nov. 28, 1912 – John Wozniak tells milk and cream customers that milk will not be 6 cents per quart and 

cream 9 cents per bottle. business 

Nov. 28, 1912 – Complete list of school officials and teachers in county. Seven schools in town of 

Princeton. 

Nov. 28, 1912 – From 1893 files - Tim Paull moving presses and other heavy material to newspaper’s 

new office. Rumors that Rev. Hoyer will leave Lutheran Church for Minnesota church. Congregation 

objects to move. Krueger & Mueller have recently enlarged their store room by adding room to the rear 

of the building. This popular firm has been crowded for some time and have been obliged to rent one of 

Megow’s rooms on the opposite side of the street for their large stock of clothing, 

No December papers 

1913 

Jan. 23, 1913 – UW professors visit school to see commercial and agriculture programs.  

Jan. 23, 1913 – Last Saturday a deal was consummated by which Landlord Krueger turns over his 

American House block to Bert shew and takes over the Shew Garage as partial payment. Mr. Shew 



leased the hotel to James Mulheren for a period of five years. Mr. Mulheren has taken charge of running 

of the hotel and promises the people of this city and the traveling public first class accommodations at 

service equal to the best in the state. Mr. and Mrs. Mulheren have had good experience in the hotel 

business and we feel that they will conduct a first-class hostelry. The new proprietor Mr. Shew is a 

hustling architect and is planning improvements that will add to the comfort and enjoyment of the 

patrons of the hotel. Business photos of Shew, Mulheren and F.F. Krueger. 

Jan. 23, 1913 – Constructor and architect B.H. Shew of this city has been chosen Supt. of Construction of 

a company recently organized in Milwaukee and will go to that city on or about May 1st to take charge of 

the new work. Mr. Shew has been very successful in his line of work. He has put up many buildings and 

business blocks in the villages in this part of the state the past 12 years. He is an untiring worker and is 

steady and reliable and trustworthy in all that he undertakes. The new company at Milwaukee ahs 

secured an excellent man in the person of Mr. Shew. business 

 Jan. 30, 1913 -  

Feb. 6, 1913 – John Janson and Emil Klawitter have purchased the moving picture show outfit of Victor 

Yahr and will continue to give a picture show at Montello Saturday evening and in the opera house on 

Sunday evening. The management are going to give the public first-class treatment and do everything in 

their power to put on first-class pictures and have fine music in connection with each show. The public 

will receive courteous treatment and we hope that the public will give the new firm a fine patronage. 

The Lyric Harp orchestra will furnish music on next Sunday evening. entertainment 

Feb. 13, 1913 – Village board minutes Jan. 3, Frank Zelinski saloon license request rejected. Jan. 31. 

Accept resignation of James Mulheren as policeman; hire Theo Dumdey. politics 

Feb. 13, 1913 – Architect Shew and crew are remodeling Maulick’s Buffet. The interior will be greatly 

improved. business 

Feb. 20, 1913 – Charles Harkins and Walter Pooch under the partnership title of Harkins & Pooch have 

leased the overall factory on the west side operated for the past ten years by Thomas & Co. Thomas & 

Co. wanted a lease for one year and the directors voted not to lease for less than five years. It is 

understood that Mr. Thomas will move his business to Green Bay. The new firm will take hold of the 

work April 1st. Messrs. Harkins & Pooch are both steady, hard working young men who have gained for 

themselves an excellent reputation for attention to business and knowledge of their line of work. Mr. 

Pooch has been manager and overseer and has had excellent success in managing the work and getting 

along well with the help. He is energetic and obliging and makes a good man for the work. Mr. Harkins is 

considered one of the best cutters of garments in the state. He studies his problem carefully and has 

done much toward helping to establish the most excellent reputation this factory has for turning out 

good work.  

Feb. 20, 1913 – The Wisconsin Journal of Education speaks very complimentary of the social center and 

evening program work being done in the country schools of Green Lake County. 

Feb. 20, 1913 – Albert Francikowske has leased the Princeton garage and will operate same for coming 

year. Al is well acquainted with that line of work and is a good machinist. 



Feb. 20, 1913 –  Oscar Laper of Markesan has sold six Harley Davidson motor cycles this year so far. 

“Starts without pedaling” 

Feb. 27, 1913 – John Nowak of the town of Princeton brought in a premium load of logs yesterday. He 

had the load weighed and they tipped the scale at 8400 pounds. John’s team of grays handled the load 

with ease. 

March 6, 1913 – The new owner of the post office block has been in the city the past week, thru the 

suggestion of Postmaster Olman he has enlarged and painted the building on the inside. The postmaster 

has rearranged the boxes and enlarged the lobby. It gives plenty of room for the waiting public at mail 

times and the boxes are so arranged that patrons can look through the window and see if they have mail 

without wasting the time to go in, if in a hurry. The whole arrangement is good and is highly appreciated 

by patrons of the office. It now has the appearance of an up-to-date arranged post office. A well 

appearing, well-arranged, well-kept public building helps put a town on the map. … The new rural route 

recently established here under the recommendation of Postmaster Olman, made its initial delivery last 

Saturday, March 1st. Will Westfield was temporarily appointed by Postmaster Olman and is to serve until 

the department appoints a regular man from the list which wrote the examination in February. 

improvement 

March 6, 1913 – F.J. Yahr and son Victor went to Neenah Monday morning where they purchased a 

lumber yard, which will be managed by the latter. He will move his family there in the near future. 

business 

March 6, 1913 – Ad for T.J. Paull’s delicatessen store does not list location. Business 

March 13, 1913 –  

March 27, 1913 – Judge Edward Harroune dies. 

April 3, 1913 – HS will enter lyceum contests this year – boys, orations; girls, declamations. In league 

with Wautoma and Rosendale. School seeks seed corn to test for ag class. Also a plat of ground has been 

secured in the Kidman addition. Local contest won by Agnes Warnke declamation and Geral Borst 

oration. 

April 3, 1913 – Election. Town of Princeton voted $5.00 for road improvement; that will give them 

county and state aid to the extent $1,000.  Wm. Gorr elected village president. 

April 3, 1913 – Village board minutes. March 6. Electrician will get $25 more per year for running electric 

plant for churches on Sundays and holidays. 

April 3, 1913 – The Merchants and Manufacturers of Milwaukee will be the guests of Princeton Cattle 

Fair day June 4th. They are making the state in a special train of nine coaches and will carry their own 

band. Princeton will organize and make this a big day. 

April 3, 1913 – Rural mail carriers Frank Wyse, Will Westfield and Hernan Westfield started Monday to 

make their route on a change of schedule time. They all leave here at 8:30 a.m. and get back about 2:30 

p.m. 

April 3, 1913 – Gust Youderian tailor in shop over Kidman’s store. 



April 3, 1913 – At the Moving Picture Show Sunday evening, April 13, the Civil War pictures will be 

produced from beginning to end. The management has gone to an extra expense in procuring these 

films and guarantees satisfaction. Don’t miss this rare opportunity. 10 and 15 cents. 

April 10, 1913 – Ed Harroun obit. 81. Stepson of Ferdinand Durand. Came to Princeton in 1849. “For 

nearly 64 years he has been identified with the interests of this town; he was there when it was but a 

small trading post, where Indians swapped furs and game for powder, tobacco, etc., and were almost as 

numerous as the white people; when steamers used to ply back and forth carrying passengers and 

freight, stopping at “Treat’s Landing” to unload and take on cargoes; he saw that pass away and the new 

railroad turn the channel of traffic in other directions. He saw the town grow from a little hamlet into a 

thriving business center; he saw many people come and many too go away again, saw others live their 

lives and eventually be carried to their long rest, others he saw as infants in their mothers arms, saw 

then grow from youth into manhood and womanhood. … He lived to se most of the friends of his youth 

and manhood work out their destiny and with weary feet and tired hands drop by the way side.” 

Excellent long obit. History 

April 10, 1913 – Dr. A. G. Giese has recently had his dental office on corner of East Water and Short 

streets remodeled and new equipment added. business 

April 10, 1913 – Bert Shew and crew began work on John Hass’ new saloon building this week. Business  

April 10, 1913 – Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Kralick who for the past year have been conducting a bakery shop in 

the O.R. Luedtke building have discontinued same and left for Randolph.  business 

April 10 or 17, 1913 – Autoists are preparing their cars for the coming season. improvement 

April 24, 1913 – TJ Paull appointed county road commissioner for the season. progress 

April 24, 1913 – A deal has been consummated this week whereby WP Wilson, formerly of Chicago and 

lately of Wild Rose, and J. Bernecki, of Chicago, take charge of the local garage for one year. Both of 

these men have had over 10 years’ experience with gasoline engines and autos. Mr. Wilson has been 

repair man for the International Harvester Co. for the past two years and has had several years’ 

experience as a machinist. Mr. Bernicki has been repair man and driver in an auto garage in Chicago for 

the past ten years. business 

April 24, 1913  - Joe Wolman is leaving town shortly. Business 

April 24, 1913 – Philip Lehner joins the auto ranks, recently purchased a Ford touring car. 

April 24, 1913 – Frank Nickodem, the new rural mail carrier, has purchased a pair of sorrel drivers of 

Oscar Laper of Markesan. They are a fine looking team and it looks as though Frank would not have to 

eat any man’s dust while on the road with these speedsters. Improvement Frank Nickodem made his 

initial trip May 1.  

May 1, 1913 – Mr. and Mrs. E.R. Smith leave for Oshkosh. Stock buyer and real estate dealer. business 

May 1, 1913 – Principal Owen submits resignation ten days ago to move to Montana. School Board 

contracts Leonard Nelson, of Madison, brother of Congressman J.M. Nelson, as principal. UW graduate. 

school 



May 1, 1913 – District lyceum contest at Turner Hall. Agnes Warnke first in declamation with “The 

Traitor’s Death Bed” and Alma Rosanski third; Gerald Borst third in oration. school 

May 1, 1913 – Kid throws rotten banana into train about 8:30 p.m. Saturday as it was about to leave 

depot. Prompts curfew talk. “If it passes the bell will ring tomorrow night at 8 o’clock and every evening 

thereafter.” improvement 

May 1, 1913 – Wm. Schroeder having auction at his hardware store May 7. business 

May 8, 1913 – Ch. 103, laws of 1913. Motorists must slow down to 8 mph when passing schools during 

school hours. Improvement Also can’t sell tobacco to boys under 16 

May 8, 1913 – Bill permitting normal schools to give four-year courses tabled.  

May 8, 1913 – 4000 feet of film at the picture show Sunday night. entertainment 

May 8, 1913 – Dave Borenstein, the popular shoe man of the post office block, champion fisher caught 

carp weighing 18 pounds. Business 

May 15, 1913 – The second junior prom of the Princeton High School was given last Friday evening by 

the Class of 1914. The hall was beautifully decorated in green and white, the seniors class colors. Two 

large hoops covered with green chrysanthemums were suspended from the center of the ceiling. From 

the hoop to the four ides there were festoons draped of green and white crepe paper. The stage was 

trimmed with white lattice work, on either side of two white pillars, intertwined with vines and flowers. 

The two pillars gave the appearance of a doorway.” 

May 22, 1913 – PHS grad John Loshinski returned from California where he taught chemistry in the 

university of that state at Polo Alto. 

May 22, 1913 – Contractor Bert Shew and crew commenced work on the second floor of the Haas 

saloon building last Monday. 

May 29, 1913: Edward Hennig of our city purchased the moving picture outfit of Emil Klawitter and will 

operate same in the future. Mr. Hennig states that he will purchase a new machine in the near future 

and that he will do all in his power to give the public the best that is offered in the line of up-to-date, 

instructive and pleasing shows. He is now corresponding with firms to get the best that is offered in 

films and his aim at all times will be to give his customers first class shows and please everybody. 

May 29, 1913: Princeton Hotel property for sale.  

May 29, 1913: At the meeting of the Board of Education last Monday evening Mr. George DeGuire now 

of the College of Agriculture was hired as principal of our schools for the coming year. He was principal 

at Amery for five years and has been principal for 11 overall. Taken 1.5 years at the ag college.  

May 29, 1913: More background on Milwaukee business train, 

May 29, 1913: First National Bank gets new coat of pain and other interior enhancements. Business 

May 29, 1913 – John A. Janson buys photo gallery of WA Keys and will operate the gallery under the 

name of J.A. Janson. Was in Milwaukee 15 years, been with Keys eight years.  



June 5, 1913 – For sale or rent: The large and convenient solid stone and brick building situated in most 

prominent part of business section in the city. Building composed of two stories and is suitable for any 

business. Enquire of Rev. A.G. Hoyer. 

May 29-June 5, 1913 – On next Wednesday, June 4th, Cattle Fair Day for June, the Merchants and 

Manufacturers Association of Milwaukee will visit our city. They come in a special train of eleven 

coaches and are 200 in number, among them are newspaper men – and the noted band of 30 pieces – 

the Harvester band. This musical organization has the reputation of being one of the best bands of the 

state of Wisconsin. … Arrive at 8:30 a.m. and stay is limited to forenoon. Arrangement is being made to 

meet the special train with autos, marching clubs and other organizations. Different forms of 

entertainment will be provided and the visitors will be shown points of interest in our city. This will be a 

big cattle fair day. People are coming from miles about. … Train leaves Milwaukee morning of June 2 to 

take tour of state. Association includes bankers, manufacturers, lawyers and businessmen of all kinds. 

Eleven coaches, four sleepers, two diners, a buffet car, baggage car, tourist sleepers for the train crew 

and for the Harvester band, and the private car of the railroad officials. Trip helps jobbers and 

wholesalers get in touch with business conditions, meet their competitors, meet their customers in 

person, and strengthens relations. … I don’t see coverage of event. School notes says they spent an hour 

in village. Evening Wisconsin says Princeton was community of Polish and Irish.  

June 5, 1913 – Fred Page Jersey herd getting national attention. 

June 12, 1913 – Village board minutes. May 1. 8 p.m. curfew for children under 16. $1 first offense, $2 

second and $5 third. May 21. Cement dock in rear of Nickodems store, rebuilt bridge on mill race on 

Montello road. 

June 12, 1913 – Liquor licenses. Lot 8, block D, north side of Water, Theo. Radtke; Fox River House, John 

Kerski; Schendel, Lot 4, block D, Frederick Schendel; Lot 4, Block C, north side, FJ Yahr; lot 5, block 8, 

north side, Andrew Drill; western house location, John Lehman; lot 6, block C, north side, Henry Bruesch; 

lots 6 and 7, block C, MM Bednarek; water lot 29, Emil Klawitter; water lot 26, Albert Kinas and Frank 

Fink; lot C, block 3, north side, Stanish Lese; lot 1, block E, north side, O.M. Maulick; Lot 25, megow 

building, Joseph Frost; lot 4, block d, John Radtke saloon, Louis Miller. … July 10 Rudolph Braun, lot 4, 

block C 

June 12, 1913 – The manager of the moving picture theatre herewith wishes to acknowledge to the 

public that the show last Sunday evening was below standard because of the fact that the new Powers 

Cameragraph purchased did not arrive until Saturday noon and that no time was available for the 

operator to study its many parts, adjustment and operation. These difficulties having been mastered, he 

is now in position to guarantee the people a show second to none. entertainment 

June 12, 1913 – Victor Yahr has sold his interest n the Neenah lumber company and plans to go into 

manufacturing business in Oshkosh.  

June 19, 1913 – Michael Knaack has purchased resident and property of Geo. V. Kelley on Short Street. 

June 19, 1913 – New schools districts no. 7 and no 5. schools 



June 19, 1913 – Erich Mueller who recently purchased the Wm. Schroeder hardware store is having the 

front of same remodeled. We understand that Mr. Mueller will use the building for the storage of 

pianos, sewing machines, etc. Water Street. Business 

June 26, 1913 – Alban Clark is 85 and was one of original subscribers and has first issue dated Feb. 13, 

1867.  

June 26, 1913 – the Wisconsin Telephone Company is going to expend $15,408 in rearranging and 

repairing toll lines in the Appleton district, of which this exchange is a part, this year. 

July 3, 1913 – List of auto owners – 31; yachts, 19 owners (24 boats) 

July 3, 1913 – Holzknecht writes about St. Marie in Montello Express. 

July 10, 1913 – H.L. Lambrecht’s term expires. Robert Schaal elected to succeed him as director by 2 

votes. Lambrecht served for six years. School 

July 10, 1913 – Mr. and Mrs. O.L. Warren celebrate 25th wedding anniversary in Juneau. Guests include 

Mrs. E.V. Long, of Milwaukee. Mr. Schaal believes that the school should be a place of business and work 

instead of a place of pleasure. He believes the dancing, cigarette habit and may of the other mere 

fancies of the youth should be controlled and regulated by the school board. He will take a stand for 

strict discipline on the part of teachers and try to arouse a sentiment on the part of the parents to stand 

by teachers in strict enforcement. 

July 10, 1913 – F.F. Krueger Sr., who has recently taken control and charge of his auto garage in this city, 

purchased the auto of E.D. Morse last Tuesday. We understand Mr. Morse intends to purchase a new 

car but is undecided as to what make.  business 

July 17, 1913 – James L. Kelly of Princeton appointed district attorney by Governor. Cavanaugh resigned 

to become Berlin postmaster. politics 

July 17, 1913 – Edward Zanto fell from load of hay, fractured skull and died instantly. health 

July 17, 1913  - John Bartol chair of town of Mecan. 

July 17, 1913 – In the joint horse and mule race on Wednesday for a 300 yard dash between street 

sprinkler Edward Mattes and Otto Witt, driver for Dahlke & Giese. Witt won the race by a neck. 

July 17, 1913 – Eugene Whittemore is the new mechanic at the Pearl St. garage. Gene says he knows the 

Ford from A to Z and then some. 

July 24, 1913 – Born to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bartel of Mount Tom a 7 pound boy. 

July 24, 1913 – J.F. Warnke & Sons install plaining mill in their lumber yards. 

July 24, 1913 – Princeton Roller Mills repairs mill channel, back to grinding feedm etc. 

July 31, 1913 – Three boys saved from drowning. Elmer Schultheis, Arthur Schultz and Emmanuel 

Mackowski. 

July 31, 1913 – President Wm. Gorr has started the crusher. Commissioner F. Schrank is making stone 

road on the west side. 



July 31, 1913 – School District 7 building new school. 

Aug. 7, 1913 – Kanter & Borenstein have moved their stock of goods to the Mrs. Christ Henning building 

formerly occupied by Joe Wolman. 

Aug. 7, 1913 – Subscriptions totaling $600 help town build road to village of Princeton. The $600 makes 

$3600 available for road building. 

Aug. 14, 1913 – Krueger-Marquardt orchestra. Quintet. 

Aug. 21, 1913 –  

Aug. 28, 1913 – Locktender Gottlieb Jahnke dead. history 

Sept. 4, 1913 – The First National Bank has been lately examined by the Bank Examiner. This is what the 

examiner said to the cashier, we are very glad to see your bank in good condition, not withstanding the 

reports circulated of late. … The little difficulties have been rectified and the bank has met with no loss 

whatever. We can assure the public that the bank is safe and sound. CJ Krueger, president; Henry 

Schultheis, cashier. business 

Sept. 4, 1913 – The Busy Dollar will take people to the Berlin Blue Ribbon Fair. 50 cents; 25 cents for 

kids. Schroeder Bros. Boat Line. entertainment 

Sept. 11, 1913 – The “Quo Vadis” photo spectacle is said to be a wonderful series of scenes recorded in 

eight parts divided into three acts and posed and acted by the Societa Italiana Cines in the “Eternal City” 

where the scenes of the story are laid. The photoplay is said to faithfully reproduce and visualize in a 

marvelously Kaleidoscopic sequence Henryk Sienkiewiez’s world famous romance of the days of Nero. … 

music composed to fit its many dramatic moments. … There are 498 separate and distinct scenes in the 

photoplay. It was produced in Rome, Italy, and 3,500 players appeared in it. 25 cents, 15 cents. Turner 

Hall. Sunday, Sept. 14. Entertainment that evening also includes Krueger-Marquardt quintet playing 

Mozart, Beethoven and other classical music. Prof. Bernard will sing. entertainment 

Sept. 11, 1913 – Dances held at Shew Hall. entertainment 

Sept. 11, 1913 – Village board minutes. Aug. 7. Aug. 28 – whether to start street work from creamery or 

Montello road. Improvement 

Sept. 11, 1913 – M. Swed has leased the Rev. A.G. Hoyer store building, next door to the Union Meat 

Market (Thiel block) and will open a general store. His goods are now arriving and will be ready for 

business within a few days. Business “The Cheap Cash Store” business 

Sept. 18, 1913 – 

Sept. 25, 1913 – Noticing that there no longer are any reports of products or animal shipments. business 

Sept. 25, 1913 – First ad for Swed’s store. business 

Oct. 2, 1913 – No Sunday mail from now on. 

Oct. 2, 1913 – H.J. Westfield celebrated the 10th anniversary last Friday as R.F.D. carrier. This means a 

total of 75,000 miles equivalent to traveling around the earth three times. It is also interesting to note 



that Mr. Westfield still drives the same horse (black pony) he did the first day of his service. Mail 

progress 

Oct. 2, 1913 – H.J. Bernhardt, proprietor of the Washington St. garage, spent three days on a trip to 

Hancock and all the towns between here and there with a group of traveling men, making the trip with 

his Ford. business 

Oct. 2, 1913 – New law requires restaurants to pay a license fee of $2 per year. Saloons furnishing lunch 

or meals must pay too. improvement 

Oct. 2, 1913 – Princeton people have during the past few days been receiving letters from Spain telling 

them of a large amount of money they can get by helping a man in prison in that country. It is needless 

to say that this is the same old game to swindle the sucker who bites. crime 

Oct. 9, 1913 – A sanitary drinking fountain has been installed in the high school. 

Oct. 9, 1913 – The PHS Athletic Club has rented Shew’s Hall for a month for basketball. School sports 

Oct. 9, 1913 – Fred Page, Jersey stock man. farm 

Oct. 9, 1913 – Wm. Dumdey gave us an apple the other day taken from a tree in his orchard. Weight 1.5 

pounds and measured 15 inches in circumference. The tree is loaded with these kinds of apples. farm 

Oct. 9, 1913 – Some 25 young ladies meet in room above Kidman’s store and organize the Intersese 

Club. President, Alva Pond; vice president, Elsa Luedtke; secretary, Gladys Borst; treasurer, Pauline 

Nickodem. entertainment 

October 16, 1913 – Report cards: Red ink indicates an unsatisfactory condition of affairs. All class 

standings below 75 percent in the grades and below 80 percent in the high school, and all deportment 

records below 85 percent, are written in red ink. Enrollment 235 school 

October 16, 1913 – Attorney Philip Lehner has just let a large contract to the Bristol Tile works for drain 

tile to be installed on his farm north of town. He has also made a contract with Nelson & Welsch of Fond 

du Lac to do the work.  Tile drainage in the community is a new venture and many of the neighbors are 

watching the project with interest to see whether it is possible that a man can tile drain low land and 

put it under cultivation. It is reported that scientific farmers in other parts of the state have been doing 

considerable tile draining of land and they have found it profitable. There is considerable low land in this 

community and when the price of farm lands reaches the neighborhood of $100 per acre it ought to pay 

a man to make the best possible use of it. Farm improvement 

Oct. 16, 1913 – What is the Otto vs. Schimmel trial in Juneau??? Carl Otto has Philip Lehner as attorneys, 

it seems. Local witnesses. Judge OK’d change of venue. Otto wins $1000 plus costs. Schimmel allegedly 

assaulted Otto. Has been in courts for over a year. Shimmel has James L. Kelly as lawyer. Several 

witnesses from Princeton involved. crime 

Oct. 23, 1913 – First car of drain tile arrives for Lehner farm. Improvement. Nelson & Welch of Fond du 

Lac will install it. Farm is three miles north of town. 

Oct. 23, 1913 – Correction. The article entitled “The Schimmel Case” on the front page hereof was 

handed to us by Mr. Lehner and we assumed that it covered the entire case and printed it. We 



afterwards learned that the article only covers part of the briefs??? And we are always anxious to print 

the facts as they really exist. The case was begun by Otto against William Schimmel and his father Julius 

Schimmel. The case against Julius Schimmel was nonsuited and therefore Julius Schimmel is entitled to 

his costs against Otto, which will about offset the cost obtained by Otto against William Schimmel. We 

have been informed that Mr. Lehner failed to file a reply to the counter claim of William Schimmel until 

after the trial was completed and then filed a general denial. The court submitted this issue as tho a 

reply of self defense was interposed and for this error and others we understand the case will be 

appealed to the (state) Supreme Court. 

Oct. 30, 1913 – From the time that the first man was sent to Waupun for life imprisonment in 1841, to 

date, 311 have received such sentence, according to a report of the state board of control, which has 

just been completed. Sixty-eight lifers have been pardoned. 2 escaped. 14 paroled after serving 11-42 

years, 25 gone insane, 30 discharged, 12 had sentences commuted, 4 released by habeas corpus 

proceedings, 4 committed suicide and 2 escaped (1885 and 1890). crime 

Oct. 30, 1913 – Gottlieb Hebbe dies. 

Oct. 30, 1913 – New Lyric Orchestra organizes. Nine pieces. Chas. Marquardt??? Is director and Leo 

Schewe is manager. They have sent for the latest popular dance and classical music. 

Nov. 6, 1913 – County Road Commissioner T. J. Paull and crew are at work on the county road east of 

the city. They finished the road east of Berlin last week. … If he gets fair weather he will build a fine 

stretch of road east of town to join onto the road he built last summer. Many people are watching the 

work east of town with great interest. 

Nov. 6, 1913 – Overview of electric light plan since its inception into its troubles and a little over a year 

ago the village board hired S. Mackowski. “Mr. Markowski at once proceeded to place the plant upon a 

business basis. He collected outstanding accounts against the plant, he insisted that any person buying 

light or supplies from the plant should either pay for them or have his lights cut off. He cheerfully gave 

his time and energies to this work for a very reasonable charge. … He has today all bills against the 

electric light department paid, he has all bills due collected, he has paid promptly each bond as it 

became due with interest on the entire unpaid bond issue outstanding, and has a nice big balance in 

bank to the credit of the department.” The village board has each year been levying a tax of $1,000 to 

pay for the street lighting. We are informed this year that they have levied the usual tax but the money 

will be spent on improving our streets, as Mr. Mackowski says that he will make the plant earn enough 

money to pay for the street lighting without the help of this tax. … We we see the crushed-stone steam 

roller work being done on our streets next summer we should all remember that the Village Board were 

able to give us these street improvements, without extra burden upon the taxpayers, largely for the 

reason that Mr. Mackowski has pulled the electric department out of the mud and put it upon a 

crushed-stone foundation.” HJM  electricity 

Nov. 6, 1913 – Long advertorial for moving picture shows. We show foreign and domestic, comedys, 

dramas educational and scenic. These pictures put you in touch with all the countries in the world. Here 

you see different classes of people from all over the world; their ways and how they live and enjoy live. 

These plays are produced at enormous costs and exhibited to you at the vary small price of 5 and 10 

cents.” entertainment 



Nov. 13, 1913 – FF Krueger appointed street commissioner. $30 per month. Following streets will be 

built next spring: from John Lehman corner to Catholic cemetery crossing; from Affeldt corner to Wm. 

Hall corner, and from the E.D. Morse corner to the railroad track. improvement 

Nov. 13, 1913 – Wm. Seidel shot while laying in his boat surrounded by decoys at Lake Puckaway. 

Suddenly he was fired upon by a hunter who mistook his decoys for ducks. Buck shot entered his feet 

and limbs and produced several wounds. It was a very unfortunate accident and Mr. Seidel is left in 

temporary crippled condition as a result of the accident. We hope that he will recover from the effects 

of the injury speedily and that no bad result will come to him. sports 

Nov. 13, 1913 – Carpenters bread at Giese Bros.??? business 

Nov. 13, 1913 – The fixtures of the new Kinas & Fink saloon came here last Tuesday and are being set up 

by an Oshkosh party.  business 

Nov. 20, 1913 – Mr. and Mrs. Bert Shew and family, lifelong residents of this city, will leave in the near 

future and make their home in Milwaukee. He is engaged in building a number of buildings in 

Milwaukee. business 

Nov. 20, 1913 – There is a Pleasant Valley Orchestra. entertainment 

Nov. 20, 1913 – On last Tuesday noon Supt. G. V. Kelley, Oscar Tassler, Andrew Drill, Fred Page and Wm. 

Wyse left for Montana to view a large cattle ranch which they contemplate to purchase if it appears 

favorably. These gentlemen were sent out there by a stock company recently formed here by land 

agents Stonedall and Tofty and agents Wyse and Merrill. … They visited the Wyse Bros. and former 

principal Owen. Wyse Bros. have a fine farm of 2000 acres. Ten years hence it will make them 

independent. The boys are happy and very optimistic regarding the future of Montana as a farm and 

dairy state. … Mr. Owen had part of his land broken up and has purchased two cows. business 

Nov. 20, 1913 – New drinking fountain arrived for first floor. Hamrick Tobey fountain. school 

Nov. 20, 1913 – PHS boys will play Montello in basketball at Shew Hall. The boys who will play are Lynn 

Merrill, Norbert Manthey, Theodore and Narcissus Nickodem and Edward Pytlak. … Montello wins 18-

16. Receipts $11.25, expenditures $7. Sports. Guy Tucker also joins team.  

Nov. 27, 1913 – Days of Yore from 1891. history 

Dec. 4, 1913 – Mrs. Erich Mueller dies. 4 kids survive – 3 girls and Gustav. history 

Dec. 4, 1913 – John Nowak buys team of bays in Redgranite. They weigh nearly 3100 pounds. John 

knows how to pick good horses and his team is certainly a blue ribbon addition to Princeton draft teams. 

Farm 

1914 

Jan. 8, 1914 – Richard Artman has disposed of his hardware business to G. Knaack. 

Jan. 15 1914 – Berlin’s new White Way. improvement 

Jan. 8, 1914 – Last Monday at Miller’s saloon an auction was held and following articles belonging to the 

old Krueger Krieger Verein was disposed of: rifles, arms, kettles, pictures, etc.  entertainment 



Jan. 22, 1914 – Big explosion at Red Granite quarry. Strike. crime 

Jan. 22, 1914 – Princeton High offers opportunities for development along several lines. For the one 

wishes to improve in farming, there is the agriculture course, for the one who wished to become a good 

housekeeper there is the domestic science course, for the one who wishes to succeed in business there 

is the commercial course, and for the one who wishes general culture there is the English course and the 

German course. school 

Jan. 22, 1914 – Last week about 60 business men signed up a voluntary agreement to form a commercial 

club or Business Men’s Association of Princeton. The main object is to get together in the matter of 

inducing and encouraging factories and other business enterprises to locate here. There may be other 

things that will engage the association’s thought and endeavors from time to time. But in general the 

object is to join together to boost Princeton as a business center and a good place to live. business 

Jan. 29, 1914 – Wm. Zabel dies. Wm. Lueck died previously but don’t remember obit. 

Jan. 29, 1914 – Last Friday evening there was a good crowd assembled at the Village Hall for the purpose 

of forming a business men’s organization. … About a dozen of our business men gave enthusiastic talks o 

the many benefits that could be derived by having a local organization. Some very good points were 

given in behalf of a closer union between the business interest of our city and the city’s welfare. All 

seemed to be of the opinion that we should organize and get together to boost Princeton. The following 

officers were elected: President, O.C. Olman; Vice president, Dr. G.J. Racek; secretary, Geo. V. Kelley; 

treasurer, H.J. Maxwell.  Directors: Erich Mueller, Robt. Schaal, Frank Mueller. business 

Jan. 29, 1914 – The firm name of Nickodem Bros. has recently been changed. This firm has been in 

business for a large number of years and have enjoyed a large patronage. Chas., the junior member, saw 

fit to retire from active business so sold out to Stanley Nickodem, a son of Fred, the senior member. The 

later being with the firm for the past number of years has gained wide experience in the general 

merchandise business. Has also gained during his business career many friends for his good treatment to 

their patrons and for his excellent behavior, honesty and character. Chas., the retiring member, has 

during his business life gained friends and acquaintances by whom he was highly thought of for his 

pleasing manner and treatment. The new firm will hereafter be known as F. Nickodem & Son. business 

Feb. 5, 1914 – Edward Buck of the Princeton Pennant Co. was a Berlin visitor last Tuesday. 

Feb. 12, 1914 – Principal George DeGuire who has had charge of our school since the opening of the 

school year resigned as head of the school here about a week ago to accept a position as City Supt. Of 

the Darlington schools. … The school board are very sorry to have Dr. DeGuire leave the work here, as 

they valued his services very highly. 

Feb. 12, 1914 – John Warmbier holds the record for bringing the biggest hog to market. It weighed 600 

pounds. Farm railroad 

Feb. 12, 1914 – Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Morse left for Cuba last Tuesday afternoon where they intend to 

spend the winter months. We join their many friends in wishing them a pleasant journey and an 

enjoyable time.  

Feb. 12, 1914 – Prin. C.J. Kreilkamp will arrive today and be ready to take up his work at the head of the 

school here Monday. His wife and family will remain in Madison for a month or more. The new principal 



has had considerable experience and comes here very highly recommended. We welcome him to our 

city and wish him success in the work. school 

Feb. 19, 1914 – School district no. 4. And district no. 5 mentioned. 

Feb. 19, 1914 – The Badger Sewing Co. of Fond du Lac are installing machines and getting everything in 

readiness to open the factory on the west side recently lease of the Princeton Overall and Shirt Mfg. Co. 

The Badger Sewing Co. of Fond du Lac has a large four-story building on First St. just off of Main St. They 

employ about 100 hands and for the past 15 years have been making a steady annual growth. There is a 

large demand for their output and they have a reputation for doing work that puts them in the front 

ranks as manufacturers of high class garments. Mr. Collins and his associates Messrs. Ahern, Schultz and 

Willis are energetic, careful business men who know this work and the management of a successful 

factory thoroughly. They will put Mr. Walter Pooch of this city in charge as foreman of the factory and 

Messrs. Schultz and Willis will be general overseers here. Let our citizens join with the new firm in 

boosting for a big business for them here and assist them in securing a large corps of girls to be 

employed in the factory. 

Feb. 19, 1914 – Albert Kinas of & Klawitter sells out to Emil Klawitter. business 

Feb. 19, 1914 – Orlo Warnke is busily engaged in erecting a wireless telegraph station. The wires he will 

have above the First National Bank building and the tower will be placed in the marsh across the river. 

Feb. 19, 1914 – Beyer district.school 

Feb. 19, 1914 – J.F. Warnke & Sons will saw your logs if you bring them to the old sawing place on bank 

of the Fox River. business 

Feb. 26, 1914 – Ephraim Mueller dies. 80. Taught 14 years in Germany. Six kids – Eugene, Emil, Erich, 

Emma, Marie and Agnes. Came to U.S. in 1868, settled on farm near Big Bend. Resided there several 

years and moved to this city where he has up to a few years ago been active in its growth and progress. 

Assessor for the town and village for 28 years, president of St. Marie and Seneca Fire Insurance Co. for 

17 years, county board 21 years, chairman for several years. … Mrs. Dr. G.J. Racek is his daughter. 

Ephraim was brother to Michael, I think. history 

Feb. 26, 1914 – William C. Cowling is disbarred in Wisconsin. Appropriated money belonging to his 

clients, created false situations with which to work up business so that he might obtain fees for years. 

He is believed to be in Detroit. Business crime 

Feb. 26, 1914 – Manifred Peterson and Charles Anderson of Red Granite charged with dynamiting the 

derricks of the Wisconsin Granite company Jan. 17 were discharged for lack of evidence. Clarence S. 

Darrow, the union labor lawyer, assisted Senator E.F. Kileen with the prosecution. Dist. Atty Jones of 

Wautoma and Frank Stewart of Oshkosh prosecuted the case. crime 

Feb. 26, 1914 – Vic Yahr opening Five and Ten Cent and Grocery store in the O.R. Luedtke building. 

Opens next Wednesday on fair day. Princeton Grocery and 5-10c store Offers auto delivery to all parts of 

town. business 

Feb. 26, 1914 – Rebecca lodge celebrates 12th anniversary. enertainment 



Feb. 26, 1914 – At the St. John’s Polish church this city the 14 new Stations, Way of the Cross, were 

erected and blessed Sunday. 6 feet in height. catholic 

Feb. 26, 1914 – Where is T.J. Paull’s grocery? business 

Feb. 26, 1914 – O.M. Maulick purchased the saloon of F.J. Yahr, formerly owned by Edw. Shrank, 

consideration private. We are informed that Mr. Maulick intends to rent the place. … March 5 A.R. 

Henderson, former manager of the Wisconsin Telephone Co. office of this city, has resigned his position 

and gone into the saloon business. He is located in the old stand being formerly owned by Edw. Schrank. 

business 

March 5, 1914 – Mr. and Mrs. Philip Lehner entertained 50 guests at a February party. Master Philip 

hands out place cards. The early part of the evening the guests enjoyed a Victrola concert. It was a rare 

treat enjoyed by all. entertainment 

March 5, 1914 – AG talks about new town election law intended to eliminate all party contests in town 

and village elections and therefore a purely nonpartisan election. But they still hold caucus.  politics 

March 5, 1914 – boys and girls basketball teams will play Green Lake at Shew’s hall. sports 

March 5, 1914 – Joe Bartol of St. Marie was in the city on business Saturday. 

March 12, 1914 -  

March 19, 1914 – J.L. Tessner and family came here from Berlin. He rented room in the Green building 

and will be engaged in the cobbling business. Installs machinery of the very latest type. business 

March 26, 1914 – New law changes annual school meeting from July to June for districts not including 

incorporated village.  School politivs 

March 26, 1914 – J.H. Manthey selling coffee, oats, corn flakes, peaches, prunes, etc. clothes too 

business 

March 26, 1914 – Nonpartisan village caucus will be held March 30 at village hall. politics 

April 2, 1914 – Will elect five-member county board of education Tuesday. Six candidates. One woman. 

Mrs. Frank Paterick, former teacher. She is among the five elected along with H.O. Giese, of Princeton, 

V. Kutchins, Chas. Lambert, Alex Krueger. politics 

April 2, 1914 – Frank and Joseph Wyse sell their farm near Black Creek to Madison company and 

purchase the farm of Wm. Wyse Sr. west of village. The is one of the largest real estate deals made in 

this vicinity in some time. business 

April 2, 1914 – Katarzyna Soda passes. Mecan pioneer. history 

April 9, 1914 – Village ticket elected without opposition. Wm. Gorr president. politics 

April 9, 1914 – Helen Drill wins local declamation contest. School. Third at district. 

April 9, 1914 – Rural mail carriers will receive a $1,200 maximum salary, no provision to compensate 

carriers for excess mileage. Effective July 1. Wyse, Westfield and Nickodem will receive straight salary of 

$100 per month with two weeks’ vacation without loss of salary. … two weeks later Frank Wyse, rural 



carrier, has a new Ford and is making the route in past haste time. People along his line get their mail 

daily before 2 o’clock. Rumor has it that carriers Westfield and Nickodem are also negotiating for a 

gasoline wagon. progress 

April 16, 1914 – Francikowski & Mesick are agents for Studebaker cars. business 

April 16, 1914 – 206 attend Princeton Telephone Company annual meeting April 11. Dividend of 14 

percent paid. Offiers elected. Directors Fred Spooner, Aug Kohnke, Wm. Menge, John Less and Wilson 

Kreb. Treasurer, Edw. Hardell. Secretary, Albert Marks. Improvement business 

April 16, 1914 – Morses return from Isle of Pines.  

April 16, 1914 – St. John’s Polish church installed another new bell that weights about 700 pounds. The 

church installed a 1400-pound bell several months ago. When rung together make the sound very 

harmonious and pleasing to the ear. Catholic  

April 16, 1914 – Herman Bernhardt of the Washington Street Garage left for Milwaukee last Friday to 

engage a man to assist him in his line of work. business 

April 23, 1914 – Cobbler is John Tessner business 

April 30, 1914 – Milwaukee Journal has article on village President Wm Gorr. politics 

April 30, 1914 – JE. Hennig will spend summer on his farm in Montana. business 

April 30, 1914 – The village road work is progressing, and our village will have some of the good roads 

that are seen only in cities of larger populations. improvement 

April 30, 1914 – Atty. Philip Lehner is demonstrating a novel plan of draining for this part of the state on 

his farm north of the city. He is using the tile system and will turn 40 acres of low land into tillable land. 

The farm will be a network of covered tile when completed. The results will be watched with interest. 

farm 

April 30, 1914 – F.J. Yahr still has lumber business in Dalton.  

May 7, 1914 – A shower for Miss Pauline Nickodem. Long description. Bartel 

May 7, 1914 – President Wm Gorr and Al Sears and crew who had charge of the stone road work in the 

village have completed their work. They have built 2,700 feet or over one-half mile of good road in the 

village. The road is 18 feet wide. improvement 

May 7, 1914 – FF Krueger seeking a partner for Washington Street garage. Must understand repairing 

autos. business 

May 7, 1914 – Mexican War in moving pictures. entertainment 

May 7, 1914 - Mesick & Francikowski sell Frank Giese a new Studebaker. E. D. Morse went to Milwaukee 

and returned with his Kissel car. Herman Weber of Mecan bought a new Ford of Krueger & Lambrecht 

business 

May 14, 1914 – Bartel-Nikodem Wedding. Full story.  



May 14, 1914 - Also a Shower for Miss Nikodem. bartel 

May 14, 1914 – Frieda Luedke, highest class average of 90 1-9 percent, is valedictorian. Viola Megow, 

salutatorian, 89 3-7 percent; Ferdinand Yahr, 89 9-20 percent, will give class prophecy and will. 

May 14, 1914 – The village board at its last regular meeting voted to accept the offer on the part of the 

U.S. Postal Dept. to install Village Free Delivery in our city. As soon as instructions are received from 

Washington the necessary demands will be completed, which means the erecting of signs, street names 

and numbering houses and placing proper mail boxes on each residence. Improvement 

May 14, 1914 – Foggy Dew orchestra plays at wedding of Anna Lees and St. Nowatzke. 

May 21, 1914 – Monday county road commissioner Paull opened up the new road east of the city. This is 

a fine stretch of road. It is about 3.5 miles in length, and it is probably one of the longest continuous 

stretches of road built by any commissioner. We this his road is a fine example of good road building in 

the country. He has cut many grades and filled up valleys. It is a pretty sight to look up the level stretch 

two miles ahead. We feel that the road is going to stand up well. Sand bottom is a good bottom for the 

stone road. All who have occasion to travel the new road cannot but say that it is one of the best pieces 

of road building this part of the state has seen. 

May 21, 1914 – Seventy-one towns and villages in Wisconsin voted on the license question. Thirty-four 

of these went dry. 

May 28, 1914 – Peggy Nowak third in arithmetic contest at county common school graduation. 

May 28, 1914 – State says you must be 16 to drive car. Reetz Harness Shop also selling automobile 

shawls and dusters. Autos requested to take soldiers and wives to cemetery for Memorial Day. Village 

sets 12 mph speed limit on village streets. A party has been engaged who will time auto drivers 

hereafter and anyone being caught exceeding the limit will be fined. 

May 28, 1914 – At Turner Hall on Wednesday evening a mass meeting was held consisting mostly of 

Germans. The object of this meeting was to organize a German club in our city such as have already 

been organized thruout the whole United States. … A man from Milwaukee talks. About 30 signed last 

evening. 

June 4 1914 – 9th annual picnic for the benefit of St. John’s Polish Catholic School. Busy Dollar excursion 

from Berlin. Music by Ariel Brass Band of Berlin. 

June 4, 1914 – Editor has baby. 

June 4, 1914 – Gottlieb Luedtke went to Neshkoro last Tuesday noon on a business trip and in that 

village was taken ill with heart failure from which he succumbed shortly after. 73. 

June 25, 1914 – The storm Tuesday night did considerable damage in the village. The roof of Turner Hall 

was deposited in the school yard crushing the band stand to the ground. Many trees were blown down 

and small buildings tipped over. … In Green Lake, roof of courthouse blown off and part of roof of jail. 

June 25, 1914 – Philip Lehner, Republican candidate for Congress. Running against Davidson, who lost 

last election.  

June 25, 1914 – Miss Leila Barthol 



June 25, 1914 – 130 confirmed at St. John’s. 

June 25, 1914 – Norbert Mueller, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mueller, 1910 PHS grad, wins Hollister 

scholarship at UW. Pursuing long course pharmacy. 

July 2, 1914 – Commercial Club works on roads. Straw put on Montello road for a half mile in the bad 

sand mire. Auto club picks up stones and repairs roads east and south of the city. A dozen men assisted 

by Fred Page’s team opened a gravel pit alongside the road and transformed a mud puddle into a road 

nearly equal in quality to the county road.  

July 2, 1914 – Priske’s paint store is next door to Green’s building. 

July 2, 1914 - John Bartol, who has been on a medicine and remedy route out of Wautoma the past year, 

has moved his family to this city and will travel from this point in the future. 

July 2, 1914 – Sham battle by veterans of Spanish and Civil wars at 11 a.m. July 4. 

July 9, 1914 – Cremated in flames. Our whole village was thrown in a state of extreme excitement 

Monday morning at 10:30 o’clock when the fire bell rang and it was told from lip to lip that two little 

boys were in a burning barn. People reached the scene only to find themselves helpless in the rescue of 

the boys. The whole building was a mass of flames before anybody was able to get to the children’s 

rescue.”  Mothers said the boys had no firecrackers or matches. In less than fifteen minutes the building 

was razed to the ground and the little charred bodies were taken from the burning ashes in a condition 

that they could not be identified. The cries of the anxious mothers were heart-rending and it took strong 

men and sympathetic women to partly console them and lead them away from the flames. … Arnold 

Brustman, 7, and Walter Malzhan, 7. Malzahns were visiting Mr. and Mrs. Gustav Brustman. “The 

horrible and tragic sight of the boys in the barn of flames before a crowd of helpless fireman and people 

will be a terrible memory to our people.” 

July 9, 1914 – Fourth of July industrial parade floats 1st G. Schaal & Son, 2. The Buck Pennant co. (Ed 

Buck) and 3. H. Warnke & son. St. Marie wins tug of war. Auto parade 1 John Shew 2. Henry schultheis 

and 3 Dr. A.G. Giese. Sham battle between Americans and Mexicans. “The boys showed training and skill 

in executing their parts that brought down the crowd. Commander Frank Kroll a Spanish-American War 

veteran, certainly knows the war game and put up an exhibition on the the 4th that will always be 

remembered. Fireworks shot off from First National Bank building. 240 tickets sold to dance at Turner 

Hall. entertainment 

July 9, 1914 – Game warden Wm. Keys promoted. sports 

July 16, 1914 – Gustav Teske Sr. re-elected school clerk for the sixth term. 

July 16 1914 – Baseball game. Princeton loses to Fond du Lac 10-6 in seven innings to enable fond du Lac 

to catch the train. Princeton was up 6-0. “Our fellows then went up in the air and the visitors turned 

goose eggs into numerals so fast that the score keeper had to employ a half dozen assistants to keep a 

true and exact record of the awful 6th and 7th inning. sports 

July 16, 1914 – Frank Pakula of Ripon College will over see Heinz pickle station this summer. Opens July 

20. $1 for assorted small pickles and 35 cents for large ones. They put up 700 barrels of dill pickles here 

last year.  … Heinz’s Edw. Meyer, grad of Illinois Ag College, worked in the field with growers this year 



demonstrating in planting and care of crop in order to produce largest yield and best results. Everything 

looks good for a big crop this year. factory 

July 23, 1914 – Man invents or envisions phone device. improvement 

July 23, 1914 – Frank Nowak and sons drew out a new separator Monday. The crew have started to 

thresh rye out of the shock. Bartel. Farm. Frank Nowak and crew are uploading a large Autman-Taylor 

separator. 

July 30, 1914 – Princeton State Bank and John Haas have built a new dock back of their property on 

Water Street. It is built of concrete and makes a good landing place. It improves the look of the property 

a great deal from the river. Elisha Hall did the concrete work. business 

July 30, 1914 – Wm. Wyse Sr. wife and daughters leave to join him in Montana. Had lived on farm west 

of city for 63 years.  

July 30, 1914 – H.J. Westfield, rural carrier on RFD No. 2 for 13 years, has been studying the problem of 

getting out a mail cabinet that would be convenient rain, snow and dust proof, and one that could be 

easily adjusted to any vehicle. Mr. Westfield recently received word from Washington that his patent 

had been granted. He has already received several orders for his new cabinet. … It contains a place for 

everything and the roll curtain makes it convenient and also dust and storm proof and does away with 

all chance of loss of mail. Mr. Westfield is now making arrangements for the manufacture of his new 

invention. progress 

July 30, 1914 – Farmers Union picnic.  

July 30 or Aug. 6, 1914 – Kaiser declares war on Russians. France mobilizes forces; Italy and Britain 

neutral. war 

Aug. 13, 1914 – Village purchases stop watch to monitor speeders. improvement 

Aug. 20, 1914 – Steve Kroll who for the past five years has been a machinist in Milwaukee has purchased 

the Berlin Bottling works of Peter Bartol of that city. bartel 

Aug. 20, 1914 – Mr. Kreilkamp, principal of the high school and family were arrivals the latter part of last 

week and have taken up their home in the Wm. Page building.  

Aug. 27, 1914 – The Republic has supported Mr. Lehner as the home candidate for Congress. He has 

made a thoro campaign and reports from the different counties a fine endorsement for. He is a hard-

working young lawyer and we again bespeak for him support at the primary next Tuesday. politics 

Sept. 3, 1914 – Very long intro to school year by Kreilkamp. PHS offers courses in Commercial Work, 

Domestic Science, Agriculture and English. What about German? 

Sept. 3, 1914 – Dr. Seigmund leaves. Dr. W.F. Fortner a graduate of Indiana University is to take his 

place. business 

Sept. 3, 1914 – Carl Worm has rented the room formerly occupied by the Republic office, in the Harmon 

building, and will be engaged in the cobbler’s business. Carl has been in the business for a number of 

years and his wide experience in that line has brot him to the top notch and in a position hard to be 

excelled. business 



Sept. 3, 1914 – Richard Artman moves to Appleton. business 

Sept. 3, 1914 – The village of Princeton was incorporated on April 1, 1893, a little more than 21 years 

ago. Why not incorporate as a city? improvement 

Sept. 10, 1914 – Judge H.E. Megow writes letter to President urging him to advise Congress to enact a 

law prohibiting all exportation of food from the U.S. “I am opposed to feeding fighting Europe at the 

expense of peaceful America. war 

Sept. 10, 1914 – Peter W. Jackson dies. Was part of Merrill and Jackson livery. Served in Civil War. 

Wounded. history 

Sept. 10, 1914 - County election results. Davidson tops Lehner in primary? politics 

Sept. 17, 1914 – G. Schaal & Son dissolved.  business 

Oct. 1, 1914 – Charles a. Bentley dies. 68. President of C.A. Bentley Lumber Co. and for the past 14 ears 

special deputy collector and cashier of customs for port of Milwaukee.  business 

Oct. 1, 1914 – R.L. Pahl will be employed in the Haas brewery, which we are informed will be rebuilt and 

be operated in the near future. factory 

Oct. 8, 1914 –  

Oct. 15, 1914 – Friederich Mittelstaedt dies. Arrived 1870. In business 33 years. Retired 11 years ago. 

Oct. 15, 1914 – Peoples Meat Market Association declares 10 percent dividend. business 

Oct. 15, 1914 – Upon inquiring, the postmaster has informed us that City Delivery for Princeton is 

withheld because of the present financial condition of the Treasury as a result of the war. The President 

has issued an order to all departments to curtail expenses as much as possible and because of this order 

the Post Office Department has shut down on instituting any more reforms or improvements that will 

require extra expenditures. improvement 

Oct. 15, 1914 – Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bartel and son Raymond spent Sunday at Ripon with Mr. and Mrs. 

Martin Bartel. 

Oct. 15, 1914 – Work was begun at the Haas brewery this week in removing old partitions and cleaning 

up in general. We understand Mr. Haas intends to greatly remodel the brewery, add new stories and 

place in new machinery and apparatus. The brewery will be in full operation by next spring. factory 

Oct. 22, 1914 – A new feature has been introduced on report cards. Students will be marked by each 

one of their teachers on scholarship and five traits – industry, initiative, attention, attitude and 

improvement. school 

Oct. 22, 1914 – F. Breivogel and family of Waupun came here last week and took possession of the 

Commercial Hotel owned by Fred Schendel who with his good wife conducted the hotel for a great 

number of years and have during their business career gained many friends and large circle of 

acquaintance. Mr. and Mrs. Schendel will retire from actual business. business 



Oct. 29, 1914 – St. John Lutheran church celebrates 50th anniversary. A large multitude of people came 

here to witness the celebration. It is estimated over 1,000 people were present.  

Nov. 5, 1914 – On next Saturday, Nov. 7th, at 8 o’clock, Mr. J. Brent who has had wide experience in the 

matter of establishing canning factories all over the country, will meet the farmers and all interested and 

discuss the project of building a corn and bean canning factory for Princeton. This looks like a good 

proposition for Princeton, and for the farmers about here. This is a great corn and bean country, and Mr. 

Brent claims that farmers can get double what they get now out of their corn and bean crop. Come out 

and hear him discuss the matters at Village Hall Saturday evening. factory 

Nov. 5, 1914 – Carl Dumdey passes.  

Nov. 5, 1914 – Election light turnout. Princeton back Karel for governor, Davidson for Congress. politics 

Nov. 5, 1914 – The Weavers Club. NN Club. entertainment 

Nov. 12, 1914 – Fred Schendel liquor license transferred to Fred Breivogel. business 

Nov. 12, 1914 – Lutheran church gets now bell, 1800 pounds, donated by Lutheran Frauen Verein. Will 

be dedicated Nov. 22. 

Nov. 12, 1914 – A.H. Rimpler attends meeting of Green Lake Co. publishers. newspaper 

Nov. 19, 1914 – Big grain and seed contest will be held in Princeton sponsored by the Wisconsin Bankers 

Association, the College of Agriculture, the two local banks, the business men and the Commercial club. 

farm 

Nov. 19, 1914 – Eugene Thomas arrived in the city Monday morning from the Northern woods with a 

fine specimen of a fat buck deer. He shot the animal Saturday. It is one of the finest pieces of deer meat 

that was ever brought to this city, was the verdict of some two score people that looked it over Monday. 

Gene picked outa good one and then was sure shot enough to bag this game. The deer weighs 205 

pounds, is plump and fat. Bartel sports 

Nov. 26, 1914 – Ira Hudson dies.  

Nov. 26, 1914 – Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jerzeski and daughter were passengers for Racine last Wednesday 

morning. bartel 

Nov. 26, 1914 – Dr. G.J. Racek going to California for the winter. 

Dec. 3, 1914 – Perry & Woehlke, the Ford automobile dealers of Markesan, Princeton and St Marie, wish 

to state to the public in and around Princeton that they will be open for business in the city of Princeton 

on Jan. 1st, 1915, in the building two doors west of the Princeton State Bank with a full line of Ford 

automobiles. business 

Dec. 3 1914 – Princeton Creamery Association 10 percent dividend. factory 

Dec. 17, 1914 – At the seed show this week Adolph Rudey’s sample peck of clover seed tested 64 

pounds to the bushel and was awarded first prize. This peck of seek was sold t the show table to Mr. 

Graber of the State University, and will be sent by him to the World’s Fair on the Pacific Coast next year 

as a part of the grain show of the best products of the state of Wisconsin and there be put in 



competition with the grains of all nations of the world. This is an honor to Mr. Rudey and to Princeton. It 

goes to prove what Mr. Courteen, one of the largest seed dealers of Milwaukee has always claimed, that 

Princeton send out the finest clover seed raised in Wisconsin. farm 

1915 

Jan. 14, 1915 – Miss Krause, assistant in the high school, recently got signers to have a traveling library 

in the village. The state sends 50 books every six months free to communities where application is 

signed by several responsible parties. The books were recently shipped to Miss Krause and she placed 

them in T.J. Paul’s store where they may be had by signing a slip for any book you wish to draw. 

Jan. 21, 1915 – Wyse & Merrill sponsor “Montana to Princeton” illustrated lecture on natural resources 

and development of Montana. business 

Jan. 21, 1915 – On last Sunday evening a number of neighbors and friends gathered at the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Joe Jezeski to surprise their daughter, Miss Julia. The evening was spent in dancing and various 

amusements. Messrs. Degner and Jezeski furnishing the music for the dancers. About 50 people were 

present. All departed at a late hour declaring of having spent a very enjoyable evening. bartel 

Jan. 21, 1915 – Stanish Frost has ice house. Joe Frost has Joe Frost’s Buffet. Factory business 

Jan. 21, 1915 – Wm. Yunker, Prop., Princeton Roller Mills factory 

Feb. 4, 1915 – Village board minutes. Jan. 7. Board votes to purchase a chemical fire engine, same not to 

exceed $400. A week later Wm. Gorr and Fred Nickodem visit Campbellsport and other cities to view fire 

engines. … Riemer and WW Whittemore properties to be deeded to village?? Politics improvement 

Feb. 4, 1915 – One of the worst snow storms witnessed here for many a year raged furiously in this 

section from Sunday until late Monday evening. The roads in the country in every direction were badly 

drifted and blockaded. All regular trains on this line were absent, in fact no train Monday. The rural mail 

carriers were unable o make their route until last Wednesday. The first mail which reached the city 

came here Tuesday evening. At this writing the passenger trains are running again but very irregular. 

The country roads have been opened up so farmers are again able to come to the city. weather 

Feb. 4, 1915 – Saloon license transfer from John Kerski to John Nowak. Inside – A deal was 

consummated last week between John Kerski and John Nowak whereby the latter became the owner of 

the former’s hotel and saloon, known as the “Fox River House.” Mr. Kerksi taking in exchange the 

residence of Mr. Nowak. Mr. Kerski and family, we understand, will leave for Montello in the near 

future. business 

Feb. 4, 1915 – The Ideal Orchestra of Princeton has been reorganized and is ready to furnish music for all 

occasions. For information inquire of John Shew Jr., mgr. entertainment 

Feb. 4, 1915 – I will start sawing logs into lumber about March 1st. Bring your logs any time from this 

date to Anton Nowak’s place 21/2 miles east of village Princeton. Frank Nowak. Business farm 

Feb. 11, 1915 – Mrs. Gustav Teske Sr. passes.  

Feb. 11, 1915 – More postal regulations re: rural routes, but I don’t think P. affected. 

Front pages – how to be thrifty, invest, farmer info, health info. newspaper 



Feb. 11, 1915 – Over $230 Collections being taken for Polish Central Relief Committee. catholic 

Feb. 11, 1915 – Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Morse left last Saturday afternoon for their winter home at Santa Fee, 

Cuba, to spend the balance of the winter months.  

Feb. 11, 1915 – T.J. Paull “The Store of Good Eats” grocery store business 

Feb. 18, 1915 – G. Schaal and wife and daughter Valeska are in Seattle, Washington. Purchase the large 

double corner at 12th Ave. NE and East 20 street to erect two residences, spend $8,000. 

Feb. 18, 1915 – German ad? 

Feb. 18, 1915 – We hear John Hass, of Ripon, will have the brewery in working order by the 1st of May. 

factory 

Feb. 25, 1915 –  

March 4, 1915 – Cattle Fair. Princeton fair day yesterday brought a very large number of people to our 

little city. The morning passenger due here at 7:30 from the west was loaded with about 200 visitors 

from Neshkoro, Wautoma and neighboring towns. The train from the east brought about 600 

passengers from Green Lake, Ripon, Fond du Lac and other cities along the line. Our business men all 

report of having a good business day. The horse trading and jockeys as usual occupied the west side fair 

grounds and part of the streets, considerable trading and selling of horses and livestock was done. A 

large number of outsiders came here to engage help for the coming summer months. In all it was one of 

the greatest fairs seen here in many years. entertainment 

March 4, 1915 – Program and box social at District No. 1 Princeton and No. 6. At No. 6, home talent 

presents “The Brooksdale Farm” with Anton Nowak and Gertrude Nowak portray Ben Holy, proprietor of 

Palace Hotel, and Mrs. Brooks, the squire’s wife. school 

March 4, 1915 - Interesting chart on state highway construction but need to clarify if it’s referring to 

state highways or includes county highways too. progress 

March 4, 1915 – The prairie farm of 220 acres, 5 miles east of Princeton, was sold last Thursday to 

Martin Bartel of Ripon. farm 

March 4, 1915 – Perry & Woehlke selling Fords two doors west of Princeton State Bank. Cars 

improvement 

March 11, 1915 – Mrs. JM Koeser dies. Sister to Mrs. A. Hoyer and August Swanke, of Milwaukee. 

March 11, 1915 – Village board passes Ordinance 59 on March 4. Saloons to close no later than 11:30 

p.m. each day of the week, except Saturday, and shall remain closed until 5 a.m. On Saturday they could 

stay open until 11:59 p.m. and remain closed until 5 a.m.  No one should be there after hours and 

saloons told to keep their windows clear of curtains or shades after closing hours. business 

March 11, 1915 – Silas Morse goes to Fort Atkinson to look over some purebred sires and heifers of the 

guernsey breed on the famous dairy farm of ex-Gov. Hoard. Mr. Morse has a fine start in grade 

guernseys on his farm south of the city. Farm business 

March 18, 1915 – Union caucus March 26 for village election.  politics 



March 18, 1915 – Millineries include Mrs. T H. Roberts, Mrs. J.E. Hennig, and Joanna Beebe (in her 

home) business 

March 18, 1915 – Princeton Garage now open for business. Gasoline, oils, greases, tires and tubes. V.F. 

Yahr, proprietor. … Albert Franciskowski left for Beloit last Saturday for position with the Beloit Engine 

Works. business 

March 18, 1915 – Martin Bartel, of Ripon, transacted business in the city last Saturday. Mr. Bartel has 

purchased the Prame farm on the Green Lake road and will become a citizen of this vicinity again. farm 

March 25, 1918 – Mrs. Myrtie Sommers opens bakery and restaurant in the Mrs. C. Hennig building on 

April 3. business 

March 25, 1918 – Two tons of carp were brought to the city last Tuesday afternoon which were netted 

in Lake Puckaway. They were shipped from this station by express that afternoon for Chicago. business 

March 25, 1918 – Nickodems are the latest to join the automobile ranks, having purchased three Fords 

through Perry & Woelke yesterday. One for Frank, Stanish and the other for their store. Business 

improvement 

March 25, 1918 – Schaal Bros. selling a detachable row boat motor that turns any robot into a motor 

boat capable of speeds up to 8 mph with weedless propeller. It attaches to and detaches from any row 

boat in less than one minute. The motor weights but fifty pounds and you can carry it like a satchel 

wherever you go. It is so simple that women and children can operate it with ease. No cranking, It starts 

with the swing of the fly wheel. Business sports 

April 1, 1915 – Village Policeman Ed. Schrank and the state manager of the Heinz Pickle Co. rounded up 

ten young boys, ranging in age from 12 to 16 years, who had broken into the Heinz Pickle factory and 

destroyed and carried away several articles and tools belonging to the company. The policeman took the 

young fellows before the district attorney, where after an explanation of what might come to them as a 

result of their acts they were, released on probation with the understanding that they pay the damage 

by the fruits of their own work this summer. … This gang spirit should be checked. Let’s all give the 

policeman backing in the strict enforcement of the curfew law and see that children are off the streets 

and in the homes during the evening. It is when boys get together in gangs in dark places in the evening 

that they hatch up schemes that lead them to do rash acts. It is doing things like these boys did that has 

started many a boy on the road to state prison. factory 

April 1, 1915 – Cut of one of our prominent and young business men. Carl Schendel has been the junior 

partner in the jewelry and gents sports goods store which has been by F. Schendel & Son for the past six 

years. Last week a deal was made by which Mr. Schendel Jr. becomes the owner of the business. Mr. 

Schendel will enlarge his stock of goods and put in a big line of jewelry, sporting goods, pianos, Victrolas, 

kodaks and has a competent man in charge to do repairs.  

April 1, 1915 – Satisfy that thirst at T.J. Paull’s soda fountain. Five gallons of free ice cream on April 3. 

Business entertainment 

April 1, 1915 – New Sommers restaurant opens April 3. business 



April 1, 1915 – Farmers Union Shipping Association will do their shipping of stock every Wednesday 

hereafter. Edward Hardell, secretary. business 

April 1, 1915 – A deal has been consummated between Henry Grams and Andrew Drill whereby the 

former became the owner of the latter’s saloon building on lower Water Street now occupied by Lees & 

Soda. Mr. Grams intends to remove the old buildings and erect a modern two-story concrete building to 

cover the entire depth of the lot. He intends to build as soon as weather permits and will use the 

building for a garage and machine shop. Business ??????? 

April 1, 1915 – News about war in Europe. war 

April 8, 1915 – Election results. W.A. Gorr president. politics 

April 15, 1915 – Schroeder Bros. run Busy Dollar. River business 

April 15, 1915 – John Haas and a crew of his men came here from Ripon last Monday noon and they are 

busily engaged in repairing and overhauling the brewery. Mr. Haas will have same in running order in a 

very few weeks. factory 

April 22, 1915 – Kreilkamp rehired with raise. He has had several years of experience as a country 

teacher, a graded school teacher, a high school teacher and supervising principal. Recently when a high 

school inspector visited the school he wrote a letter to the school board commending very highly the 

good work being done in our school by Prin. Kreilkamp. He placed him as one of the strong school men 

of our state. school 

April 22, 1915 – Albert Kinas launched his new submarine boat this week. It’s the real goods too. It’s half 

under water now. Game Warden W.A. Keys launched his new boat “110” last Monday afternoon. The 

boat was built by him last winter and is a fine appearing craft. It is equipped with a 46 h.p. auto engine 

and when fully placed in running order will set the pace of 20 miles per hour. River sports 

April 22, 1915 – Edw. Hennig has recently sold his barber shop and barber supplies to Edw. Bornick of 

Green Lake. Mr. Bornick is well known in this city being formerly employed by John Roberts. He takes 

possession next month. Mr. Hennig is undecided what he will do hereafter. business 

April 22, 1915 – Norbert Mueller receives certificate by state board of pharmacy.  

April 22, 1915 – A deal was consummated last week between Bert Shew and A. Humphrey whereby the 

latter became the owner of the Fair Store, now occupied by Mr. Fishkin in this city, also of several 

buildings at Redgranite formerly owned by Mr. Shew. Mr. Shew taking in exchange the electric light 

plant at Rio, owned by Mr. Humphrey. business 

April 22, 1915 – A deal was made between J.F. Warnke and the Princeton Tub Co. whereby the former  

took over the latter’s buildings and machinery. The Tub Co. taking in exchange part of Mr. Warnke’s 

farm, known as the Schiltz farm. We did not learn what Mr. Warnke intends to do with the factory. 

business 

April 22, 1915 – Born to Mr. and Mrs. Philip Lehner a baby boy this morning. politics 

April 29, 1915 – Received a car load of chicken feed which will be sold at rock bottom prices. Also have 

good baby chick food on hand. A.A. Manthey business 



May 6, 1915 – Rev. Joseph Knitter leaves St. John’s after six years. During his time, pastor’s residence 

remodeled, new bells placed in church, new sidewalks, purchased 10 acres, some for cemetery. All this 

was done and the congregation is entirely out of debt. Father Knitter purchased his farewell sermon on 

Sunday. The large congregation were in tears and expressions of regret came from the entire 

congregation. catholic 

May 6, 1915 – Wm. Zellmer, who recently purchased the farm of Henry Grams, of the town of Mecan, 

met with an accidental death last Saturday morning near Budsin. Fell asleep, pitched forward, fell 

between his team of horses. business 

May 6, 1915 – Henry Grams who has purchased the Last Chance saloon and will erect a modern and up-

to-date garage, moved with his family here on last Thursday, and are residents of the west side. business 

May 6, 1915 – Barely a week goes by without reports of new car owners. auto 

May 6, 1915 – L.J. Whittemore resigns as traveling salesman for Miller Brewing Co. and is 

jeweler/watchmaker at the Carl Schendel jewelry store. business 

May 13, 1915 – Julius Kohnke seeks aid from taxpayers and business men to build road from the village 

out past Newton Pilbrick’s place south of the city. Nice sum was raised. Will put gravel on road. … 

Kohnke built about a mile of road. John Kasierski had the grit and courage to tackle the worst piece of 

road in Green Lake Co. The Kallas hill and Kriesel grade has been a terrible nightmare for all autoists and 

people had teaming to do on that road. Vehicles sunk in the sand for a mile stretch all the way from six 

inches to two feet. Mr. Kasierski collected some money here and in Markesan, dug out the sand, put in a 

course of stone on the bottom, then put on a course of clay covered by gravel. Four miles southeast of 

village. progress 

May 13, 1915 – Eugene Kidman who has conducted a very successful grocery and ice cream parlor 

business on Water St. for the past several years, has sold a half interest in his business to his nephew, 

Lynn Merrill, who immediately took possession under the name of Kidman & Merrill. Kidman buys Reo 

touring car from Edw. Hardell.  business 

May 20, 1915 – list of auto owners and makes. 44 in village. 22 more in “vicinity”. Five more next week. 

improvement 

May 20, 1915 – Al Humphrey arrives from Rio to raise chickens. Farm business 

May 20, 1915 – E.W. Flint visits from Nashua, Iowa. First visit since leaving 38 years ago. history 

May 27, 1915 – It is the Riverside Hotel. business 

June 3, 1915 – Erich Mueller ad for automobiles, Singer sewing machines, DeLaval separators, gas 

engines, Defiance tires, pure copper cable, lightning rods, corn planters, corn cultivators, Oliver gangs, 

Oliver walking plows, lawn mowers, lawn swings. business 

June 3, 1915 – Peter Bartol has car.bartel 

June 10, 1915 – Village board May 6. Prices set for new cemetery lots.  

June 10, 1915 - 1915 PHS commencement. Lillian Krueger valedictorian. Lucile Mueller salutatorian. 

Kathryn Giese history and prophecy. Class of six listed June 24. school 



June 10, 1915 – Princeton Stars defeat North Westerns 21-7 in first game of season Sunday. sports 

June 10, 1915 – Supt. George V. Kelley elected president of Banner Laundry Co. of Milwaukee. Business 

school 

June 10, 1915 – H. A. Drake is new machinist and gasoline engine man at Washington Street garage, 

which becomes the Drake Garage. … Carries full line of extras for the Ford car, according to dealers (Earl) 

Perry & Woehlke. business 

June 17, 1915 – Albert Oelke dies. 

June 17, 1915 – Schaal Bros. has Goodyear service station and gasoline curb filling station. business 

June 24, 1915 -  

July 1, 1915 – Farmers Union picnic at Warnke’s Park on July 4. entertainment 

July 8, 1915 – Annual school meeting. W.W. Whittemore re-elected treasurer. Director is Robert Schaal 

and the clerk is Gustav Teske Sr. 

July 8, 1915 – Long article on Norbert Mueller. Finished high school at 17 (most 18). Went to the State 

University of Madison to major in pharmacy and chemistry. After four years awarded Hollister 

Scholarship (most expenses paid) for fifth year, which he just completed. Now receives Hollister 

Fellowship to continue advanced work. This summer he is researching production of the drug known as 

Thymol.  

July 8, 1915 –  

July 15, 1915 - John Nowak, proprietor of the Fox River House, has greatly improved the looks of the 

property by building a nice dock on the river bank. business 

July 15, 1915 – Grams Garage. Wish to make known that the undersigned has his auto garage completed 

and is in position to repair autos and all kinds of machinery. All work guaranteed. Give me a call. Grams 

garage. business 

July 15, 1915 – Following sinking of the Lusitania and submarine warfare, Germany offers safety to all 

American ships. “If the commander of the German submarine which destroyed the Lusitania had caused 

the crew and passengers to take to the boats before firing a torpedo, this would have meant the sure 

destruction of his own vessel.” Says Lusitania was carrying munitions for its enemies. “The imperial 

government, therefore, repeats the assurances that American shipping will not be hindered in the 

prosecution of legitimate shipping and the lives of American citizens in neutral vessels shall not be 

placed in jeopardy.” US government should guarantee no contraband on board, include the special 

markings and advance notification. war 

July 22, 1915 – Dr. Fortner buys Dr. Siegmund practice. Has been here since September while Siegmund 

studied at hospitals in Chicago, Boston and New York. HE Megow letter … The British government is 

more to blame for the los of American lives than the German government.” The US should isolate itself 

commercially from Europe so long as this war continues, except works of mercy and charity, and not 

pray for peace and prepare for war.” War would have been over by now if US was not selling munitions 

to Germany’s enemies. business 



July 29, 1915 – Cheap Cash Store. H. Swed. business 

July 29, 1915 – The Village Hall is undergoing extensive repairs in the way of a concrete floor being laid 

on the first story, a hard wood floor being laid in the second story and the hall being lengthened. 

improvement 

July 29, 1915 – Harry Drake, our garage man, gave a fine exhibition of plank riding on the river last 

evening. The plant, of very small dimensions only, was attached with long ropes to his fast power 

launch. A large crowd of people turned out and witnessed the sport. entertainment 

August 5, 1915 – Valentine Labojewski dies. 

August 5, 1915 – Perry & Woehlke partnership dissolves. W.E. Perry carries $1200 in Ford parts and will 

continue to have Drake Garage take care of Fords sold here. Drake’s is selling a Ford Runabout for $390, 

Touring Car $440 and Town Car $640. business 

August 12, 1915 – Mrs. Smith and little son who have been visitors at the home of her sister, Mrs. 

Eugene Thomas and family for the past number of weeks, returned to their home in Winona, Minnesota, 

this morning. bartel 

August 12, 1915 – Last Sunday at the picnic, Leo Bartol was champion at the pounding machine. He 

reached the mark of 3100. bartel 

August 19, 1915 – Judge H.E. Megow wants constitutional amendment. I say the power to declare 

aggressive war should be taken from the ruling class and deposited in the people, to be exercised by 

them only by direct ballot. politics 

Aug. 19, 1915 – After Jan. 1, 1916, drug stores can no longer sell whiskey or brandy. business 

Aug. 19, 1915 – The assembly passes bill which provides for state aid of $5 per month to teachers with 

one year of training beyond high school, on the second year of teaching, $15 monthly, and from $20 to 

$25 per month in the following years. 

Aug. 19, 1915 – where is Gustav Knaack Hardware? Wm. Or FT Yahr’s former building? … business 

Aug. 19, 1915 – More than 20,000 automobiles have been bought by Wisconsin farmers this year. This 

means 20,000 more votes for good roads. 

August 26, 1915 – Fire at Stanish Duesterhoeft Disterhaft barn on the Black Creek road north of city. 

Team of horses, calves and several pigs, as well as granary filled. Residence was saved. 

Sept. 2, 1915 – Mrs. W.R. Yahr, who recently sold her residence on Short Street to Hugo Miller, moved 

with her family to Milwaukee last Tuesday afternoon. The family being for a great number of years 

residents of this city are well acquainted and have a large circle of friends who exceedingly regret to 

note their departure yet we all wish for them prosperity and happiness in their new home Their address 

is 2422 Prairie Street.   

Sept. 2, 1915 – Long message from Kreilkamp to start school year. Beebe teaching English and German. 

Sept. 9, 1915 – Wm. Roberts dies. Witch trial? 



Sept. 9, 1915 – Village board minutes. Aug. 5. Board votes to repaint Fox River foot bridge. S.E. 

Mackowski rehired as electric light manager at $500 for two years. improvement 

Sept. 9, 1915 – autoed becomes popular verb improvement business 

Sept. 9, 1915 – A railroad smash-up occurred on the bridge last Friday afternoon. As a matter of good 

fortune no one was hurt and the damage comparatively light. Just how it happened is unknown, but it 

seems that the freight engine which had just crossed the bridge, was returning, after taking water, with 

a car of butter, failed to stop and backed into the bridge, which had been partly opened to let the boat 

the “Busy Dollar” pass. The butter car was pushed unto the bridge and tipped over. A brakeman on the 

car was forced to make the “high dive” and landed in the river right side up. Word was at once sent to 

Fond du Lac for the wrecking crew to clear up the wreckage. After five or six hours work on the part of 

the crew, traffic was again resumed and the congestion of trains cleared away. 

Sept. 16, 1915 – Judge Sherman G. Potter passes. Perry Niskern appointed. politics 

Sept. 16, 1915 – Rev. C.J. Messenger transferred to Rhinelander after four years here as head of the 

Federated churches.  

Sept. 16, 1915 – H.O. Grams garage also has farm implements. business 

Sept. 30, 1915 – Alban Clark obit.  

Sept. 30, 1915 – Baskets put up on school grounds. 68 enrolled in high school. Other grades 189. School 

Sept. 30, 1915 – Milwaukee couple, Capt. And Mrs. Robert W. Mueller, murdered at cottage at Lake 

Puckaway. Cottage burned. crime 

Oct. 7, 1915 – high school girls organize Camp Fire group. Entertainment school 

Oct. 7, 1915 – Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Nickodem move to Little Prairie. bartel 

Oct. 14, 1915 – Now that our streets in our resident district have been nicely repaired and paved with 

crush stone, isn’t it time to direct our attention to our main business street and do something toward 

the betterment of same. At times when roads are wet from rain, the street is a perfect mud hole. Of 

course there is much traffic on this street and that don’t add to the betterment of the road. Now isn’t it 

fine for you, Mr. auto driver or teamster, when you drive down on a nicely paved road and all to a 

sudden land in a mud heap? Now we are very much interested in improvements of our little city and 

especially are we interested in good streets. There is no doubt but every one who has occasion to visit 

our city will agree with us when they read this article but will say that the street mentioned is in a “bum” 

condition and very much needs fixing. And we believe the only way to repair same is, have it paved. 

Improvement  

Oct. 21, 1915 – Ad still says Nickodem Bros. business 

Oct. 21, 1915 – Schaal special Majestic demonstration week of Oct. 25. Children’s Souvenir Day. First 

100 kids who answer questionnaire get free books; others get puzzle. business 

Oct. 28, 1915 – Princeton Republic statement – A.H. Rimpler is editor, managing editor, business 

manager. Stockholders J. Hennig, Geo.V. Kelley, A.H. Rimpler, Otto Rimpler, James L. Kelley, G.J. Krueger, 

all of Princeton. Business newspaper 



Oct. 28, 1915 – Main Green Lake road closed on account of repairs. Teamsters and autoists are 

requested to take the north road turning at the Stimson school house. progress 

Oct. 28, 1915 – Eugene Thomas is selling cigars in Cincinnati, Ohio. business 

Nov. 4, 1915 – 

Nov. 11, 1915 – 

Nov. 18, 1915 – Village board last Tuesday discusses paving part of Water Street but no decisions made. 

Taxes total $5000 – current expenses $2650, road tax $500, street sprinkling $350, state and county 

road $500, electric light department $1,000. At school meeting several weeks ago $4,500 was raised as 

taxes. Politics 

Nov. 18, 1915 – We are informed that the Hennig building now occupied by Mrs. Emil Raash has been 

rented to a Kaukauna baker, who could be here the fore part of next month. business 

Nov. 18, 1915 – Krueger, Sears and Grahn have received one of the famous Willy Knight cars. business 

Nov. 25, 1915 – Frauen Verein will hold sale and serve meals on Fair Day at the Ernest Eggleston store, 

two doors west of State Bank. Business? 

Dec. 2, 1915 – Under the pastorate of T.H. Frye, a number of improvements have been made upon the 

Congo. Church. The church parlor has been newly painted and a new roof erected on the parlor and the 

kitchen. All expenses have been met and plans are being made to repaint the church and to build 

cement walks in the spring. improvements 

Dec. 2, 1915 – Dec. 9 Profs. Hatch and Moore talk on better farming and alfalfa for sandy soils. fam 

Dec. 9, 1915 – Henry Behm dies. 

Dec. 9, 1915 – Wilson delivers annual message at a joint session of the two houses of congress. National 

preparedness is theme of President Wilson’s message. Regular Army of 141,843, supplemented by force 

of 400,000 trained citizens is urged – Gravest menace to the peace of the country comes from disloyal 

foreign born citizens – Plan for larger Navy outlined. war 

Dec. 9, 1915 – The latter part of last week a deal was consummated between B.H. Shew and J.E. Hennig 

whereby the later became the owner of the American House, one of the leading hotels in the state. Mr. 

and Mrs. James Mulheren are in charge of the hotel at the present time and are enjoying first=class 

patronage. business 

Dec. 16, 1915 – Princeton’s second seed contest and grain exhibit was a signal success. “The excellence 

of the samples that came in showed that Princeton vicinity farmers had not only produced a quantity 

crop but had also produced a crop of very superior quality. Profs. Moore and Hatch of the University 

Agriculture school began the judging on the long line of seed and grain entries which had been arranged 

on racks and tables the evening previous. … Prof. Moore, the great seed expert, said it was one of the 

finest exhibits seen in quality this year. Narrowed clover seed to 15. “This is the finest and best clover 

exhibit I have ever seen in Wisconsin or the United States.” First places to Emil Bornick, flint corn; Roddy 

Frost, yellow corn; Roddy Frost, white corn; Vincent Gabryshak, clover seed; Henry Zuehls, winter 

wheat; Wm. Swanke, Oats; Roddy Frost, rye; John Bartol, beans; early potatoes, Ezra Westfield; late 



potatoes, John Bartol; Sweepstakes – grand prize, Roddy Frost, $10. Prof. Moore talked of alfalfa and 

“told a beautiful and interesting story of this great forage plant which was practically unknown in this 

state 20 years ago. He urged the farmers to begin to cultivate this plant as it meant bigger returns from 

land and improved farms. His address was inspiring, logical and convincing.”  farm 

Dec. 16, 1915 – In the course of a few days a bakery will be opened up in the Hennig building. This is to 

be a first-class bakery in every respect, and Anton Kaluppa, the new owner, will be ready to cater to the 

wishes of his patrons as bests he can. … He has gained his experience in Milwaukee where he has been 

engaged in that business for many years. Of late years he conducted a bakery in Kaukauna. business 

Dec. 16, 1915 – JM Wyse finished husking corn last Friday. The crop amounted to 1840 bushel. After 

paying the huskers 195 bushel, Mr. Wyse had 1645 bushel left. farm 

Dec. 23, 1915 – First National Bank elects Postmaster O.C. Olman as cashier. J.E. Hennig Sr., lifelong 

Democrat, will be new postmaster, effect. Jan. 1. Business politics 

Dec. 23, 1915 - Gram’s Garage has new machine for storing car batteries through the winter months. 

business 

Dec. 23, 1915 – Taxes are down. improvement 

1916 

Jan. 6, 1916 – 

Jan. 13, 1916 - First National Bank stock up. O.C. Olman cashier. Directors are G.J. Krueger, J.E. Hennig, 

Erich Mueller, O.M. Maulick, August Kohnke and George V. Kelley. Henry Schultheis, cashier for number 

of years, resigned and left for Dale for similar job. business 

Jan. 13, 1916 – One hundred men responded to the invitation the stag party at Turner Hall Saturday 

evening. Cards. Orchestra. Speeches and comic stories were given from the platform. Black face 

comedians and expert dancing and imported boxes in four rounds, and a variety of stunts, comical and 

humorous, were center of stage attractions. At 12 a supper fit for the kinds was served – such delicacies 

as goose, duck, chicken and lots of everything was served. The whole affair was one of pleasure and a 

real fine time was had by all in attendance. The evening wiled itself away rapidly and it was the hour of 4 

a.m. before the crowd left for their homes. entertainment 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Box socials popular. Entertainment 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Last Thursday morning at about 3:30 a.m. fire was discovered in the ast part store 

building of O.R. Luedtke, occupied by V.F. Yahr. The fire started on the shelving of the store thru an 

unknown origin. Considerable damage was done to stock and building which is covered by insurance. 

The Fire Dept. responded promptly to the call and extinguished the fire with their chemical engine. 

Jan. 13, 1916 – List of births, marriages and deaths from 1915. 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Fred Spooner, longtime Princeton town chairman, is president of the local union and the 

central Wisconsin delegate to the National Farmers Equity Convention. On national committee on 

legislation and finance. … The annual meeting of the Farmers Union was held at Village Hall last 



Saturday. Officers elected, Fred Spooner, president; Tom Bartel, vice president; Edward Hardell, 

secretary; T. Kasierski, treasurer. 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Princeton Overall & Shirt Mfg. Co. Directors vote 6 percent dividend. factory 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Harry Drake, the garage man. Business 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Two meat markets: Krueger’s and The People’s Meat Market. Business 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Princeton State Bank pays semi dividend of 7 percent. Officers listed. E.D. Morse still 

president. 

Jan. 13, 1916 – Schmachalski steals stuff. Crime. 

Jan. 20, 1916 – H.H. Hake dies out west. Was once connected in business to E.D. Morse. 

 Jan. 20, 1916 – school news. Camp Fire girls have named their camp Ishkovdah, which means comet or 

ever-going. 

Jan. 20, 1916 – President of US issues call for all citizens of this country to give they are able to help the 

stricken country of Poland. Princeton State Bank will collect relief funds and remit to Washington 

without charge for food and other necessities. war 

Jan. 20, 1916 – Count Highway Commissioner report. Village of Princeton, Main Street, spent nearly 

$4800 of village, county and state funds on stone road. Town of Princeton, $1795 on Princeton-Green 

Lake Road. Stone. Moved 1918 cubic yards and 2200 linear feet graded. Improvement progress 

Jan. 27, 1916 – Herman L. Lambrecht disposes of his interest in Lambrecht & Krueger to Wm. Grahn of 

the town of Shields. Lambrecht and Krueger have had a line of general implement business for the past 

six years. The new firm will be Krueger & Grahn, with Herman Krueger as senior partner. Complete line 

of farm implements, threshers outfits and Overland cars. Business WHERE? 

Jan. 27, 1916 – Marquette-Princeton basketball at Drake’s Hall. sports 

Feb. 3, 1916 – For sale: High grade Guernsey bull calf, descendant of the Glenwood breeding. Walter 

Bartel. Princeton. 

Feb. 10, 1916 – High school basketball team having good season. Defeat Wild Rose. Decent writeup. 

sports 

Feb. 10, 1916 – Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Morse will spend winter months in California. 

Feb. 10, 1916 – Attend Skat tournament in Milwaukee: R.H. Miller, James L. Kelley, Alfred Warnke, F.J. 

Yahr, Joe Frost, Albert Kinas and William Huenueberg. A.A. Krueger also there. Joseph Frost scores 648 

points, won 13 games and captured a prize. entertainment 

Feb. 10, 1916 – V.F. Yahr selling auto tires with 4,000-mile guarantee. business 

Feb 10, 1916 – Ferdinand Wuerch putting in his season’s crop of ice. factory 

Feb. 17, 1916 – Martin Gwitt of Neshkoro collects $19 from there for Relief Fund of Poland. Committee 

organizing collections: S.E. Mackowski, Fred Nickodem, Chas. Nickodem, G.A. Krueger and Rev. Jos. 



Chylewski. Persons authorized to collect funds: John Guderski, J.W. Liss, Anton Polus, John Bartol, 

Valentine Soda, Frank Mlodzik, L. Mashuda, Theo. Washkowiak, Martin Gwitt, Frank Shurpit, Frank 

Nowak, Jos. Bednarek, Jos. Rozek, John Kasierski, Martin Dajernik, John Coda, S.E. Mackowski, Fred 

Nickodem, Chas. Nickodem, G.A. Krueger, Stanish Lese, Jos. Frost, Wm. Reginek, Mike Blankavage and 

Stanish Kollat. … Money will be sent to Red Cross in Washington, D.C. John Lese raises 22.25. war 

Feb. 17, 1916 – LaFollette for president? politics 

Feb. 17, 1916 – Germany to assail all armed ships. Merchantmen with guns are classed as war vessels. 

Effective March 1.  … Lusitania was sunk in May 1915. 115 Americans killed. Settled now: The 

destruction of the Lusitania was a retaliatory act and Germany is prepared to pay an indemnity for the 

lives lost.  war 

Feb. 24, 1916 – Coach Arthur E. Meyer of the Oshkosh Normal school has sent out blank entrance 

certificates to the basketball managers of forty-five high schools in the district assigned to Oshkosh for 

the sectional championship basketball tournaments of Wisconsin normal schools. … The normal men 

have no intention of interfering with the tournament announced by Lawrence College, they regard the 

new plan of eight elimination meets and the championship tournament at Milwaukee as far superior to 

the arrangements upon which the Appleton meet is founded. WIAA schools can participate. A trophy 

cup will be awarded to the sectional champions and gold, silver and bronze watch fobs to members of 

teams finishing in the first division. The winning five in each of the sectional tournaments will have their 

expenses paid to Milwaukee.  sports 

Feb. 24, 1916 – Mentions no need for further inquiry into death of Capt. And Mrs. R.W. Mueller. Fully 

investigated and further acting is not called for. crime 

March 2, 1916 – When people step into their auto or climb into a buggy to take a drive through our little 

city and they get stuck in the mud of our business street they immediately call down something betsides 

blessings upon the heads of the people responsible for such conditions. … The streets in our resident 

district have been placed in excellent condition and we believe it the duty of every citizen to repair 

Water Street to conform with the resident district streets. This is a time of our street building, and the 

time is opportune for us to rise to the occasion and look upon the condition of our principal business 

street. Let’s follow the examples of other cities, like Berlin, Montello, Wautoma and others who have 

improved by paving. We as a people are progressive and there is no occasion for a poor street. 

Improvement progress 

March 2, 1916 – Princeton fair yesterday brought a very large number of people to our city. The Tuesday 

evening passenger brought in 75 people from the east. The Wednesday morning train brought about 

300 passengers from the west while the train from the east had on about 600 passenger, and hundreds 

of others came here via auto and team. Our business men report a good day’s business. The horse 

traders and jockeys as usual occupied the west side fair grounds and parts of the streets, and 

considerable selling and trading was done. A large number of outsiders came here to engage help for 

the coming summer months. In all it was one of the greatest fairs seen here for some months. 

entertainment 



March 2, 1916 – Barney Kuharski returns from visiting brother Edward in Rockford where he has one 

hundred head of registered Holstein cows and produces certified milk. He has Holstein bull calves for 

sale. farm 

March 9, 1916 – Last Saturday Postmaster O.C. Olman turned over the books, records and keys of the 

local post office to his successor, J.E. Hennig. Mr. Olman has been postmaster for the past four years.  …  

Mr. Olman was elected cashier of the First National bank two months ago. Since his taking hold of the 

work there has been a decided increase in interest and business in the bank.  …  His record as teacher, 

principal, secretary to the Congressman and for the last four years as postmaster has been excellent. 

politics 

Congressman Reilly sent in the name of Mr. Hennig about two months ago. President Wilson on 

receiving the recommendation of Congressman Reilly immediately nominated Mr. Hennig and sent his 

name to the U.S. Senate. The Senate confirmed the appointment by a unanimous vote a month ago and 

on last Wednesday Mr. Hennig received the commission from the Postmaster General which gives him 

the appointment for four years.  …  He is a staunch Democrats and has espoused the cause of his party 

with steadfastness and unity of purpose in times of defeat as well as times of victory. … He has been a 

resident of Princeton and vicinity for 40 years. He was in the early days a shoe maker, later a farmer. He 

has always taken an interest in the business life and interests of the town and has done his share toward 

building up a larger and better Princeton. … For the past five years Mr. Hennig has been operating a 

large farm in Montana and dealing in real estate part of the year. He recently sold part of his interests in 

the West and purchased the American House block. politics 

March 9, 1916 – Last Tuesday evening a meeting of our Village Board and business men was held at the 

Village Hall for the purpose of discussing the paving of our main business street. A large attendance was 

present, and a number of arguments and questions were discussed. From the different views and 

arguments expressed at this meeting we would infer that the paving meets the approval of our 

businessmen. The meeting was adjourned until a later date when the price and the kind of pavement 

will be discussed and in what manner same is to be paid for. improvement 

March 16, 1916 – City basketball team “The King Heralds” sports 

March 16, 1916 – Wm. S. Wick buys part of the former Eggleston ranch. business 

March 23, 1916 – Princeton students at UW are John E. Mackowski, a junior in electrical engineering; 

Norbert Schaal, a freshman in the College of Engineering, and Norbert R. Mueller, a graduate in the 

College of Letters and Science. school 

March 23, 1916 – Two more donations to Relief Fund of Poland. war 

March 23, 1916 – Fred Sommer obit. In 1914 he engaged in the farm implement business with his son 

Herman in which they continued until 19?? When the sudden death of son Herman disheartened him 

that in the following year he discontinued the business and with his family moved one and one-half 

miles east of Ripon.  

March 23, 1916 – American Army enters Mexico on Villa trail. war 

March 23, 1916 – King Heralds tie the Seegers Specials from Milwaukee 17-17. Milwaukee refused to 

play overtime. The Milwaukee team who have been traveling and playing in many cities of the state, are 



a fast bunch and considering the fact that Princeton held them down to a tie, we are some players 

ourselves. sports 

March 30, 1916 – Top two candidates at caucus on ballot – Erich Mueller and A.A. Krueger, president. 

politics 

March 30, 1916 – The new law, chapter 461, laws of 1916, giving the privilege to Wisconsin electors to 

vote by mail when they are compelled to be away from home on election day, goes into effect with the 

coming spring primaries and elections. The law provides that a voter may secure a ballot in advance 

from the county or city clerk by filing an affidavit stating his intentions of being absent on election day, 

and his ballot when properly returned to the clerk, will be placed in the hands of the election board on 

election day and counted the same as any other ballot. politics 

March 30, 1916 – The Pavement Proposition. Thursday evening of last week our businessmen and 

citizens me at the City Hall in answer to a call to discuss the paving of our main business street. A 

number of such meetings were held in the past and many discussion and arguments voiced. At the last 

meeting no definite plans were carried out, it was however suggested that a committee be appointed by 

Wm. A Gorr who draw a petition, call on the abutting property owners and learn how many would sign 

showing their willingness for pavement. Messrs. Robert Schaal, J. Shew Sr. and W.A. Gorr were 

appointed. The committee immediately circulated the petition, and at each and every property owner 

called upon, the petition was signed in favor of paving. The proposition however was made by the 

abutting property owners that they pay 25 percent of the total cost and 75 percent be collected in the 

general taxers on the ten-year bond term. The petition will be presented to the Village Board at the first 

regular meeting who will act upon the proposition. A three-week notice is required by law and after the 

preparation of such notice a special election must be held to decide the raising of bonds. Let’s 

everybody get busy and go after the best street obtainable. Suppose it does cost a little extra each year 

but we would have the satisfaction of being on equal footing with our neighboring cities and would not 

have to be ashamed of strangers to show our business street especially on a rainy day. When we go to 

the meat market to buy a steak, we want a good one. And a good, sanitary street is just as essential to 

our wellbeing as a juicy steak.  improvement 

March 30, 1916 – It has been noted of late that our movie man is up and coming for the last eight or ten 

weeks patrons at the picture show have been treated to some of the best features that are in existence 

today. Pictures like we have seen here for the admission of ten cents are usually shown in the cities at 

prices ranging from 15 to 25 cents and are fully appreciated at that. We are informed by the manager 

that the quality of pictures that will be shown in the future will be the same high-class standard features 

as we have seen of late and should be patronized to a larger extent. These pictures cost big money and 

cannot be upheld on small houses as it takes a good many dimes to pay the rent on these films alone, 

not taking in consideration, hall rent, light, advertising, janitor and other help needed. Therefor, let’s all 

go to the movies. The bigger the crowd the better the pictures. entertainment 

March 30, 1916 – At the basket ball game annexed at Drake’s Hall on last Friday evening, the King’s 

Heralds of this city added another victory on their long list when they defeated a would-be basketball 

team of Fond du Lac. … The outcome of the game was 43 to 17.  …  The next week they defeat the 

Bachelors of Oshkosh 48 to 7. Princeton can well boast of having one of the fastest basketball tossers in 

the state, and if they stay together until next season we predict for them nothing but victory. sports 



March 30, 1916 – E.D. Morse is spending several months in Los Angeles. Mr. Morse states that he is 

greatly pleased with the state of California. 

March 30, 1916 – V.F. Yahr was a business passenger for Milwaukee Tuesday afternoon to load two 

carloads of autos which he will ship to this city. Mr. Yahr has sold a number of cars this spring. business 

March 30, 1916 – Mr. and Mrs. Herman Megow, who have been residing at Denver, Colorado, for the 

past several years, returned here last week to again make Princeton their home. Mr. Megow, who is a 

butcher by trade and has followed that profession for the past number of years has acquired an enviable 

knowledge. He is now engaged at the People’s Meat Market. (Wm. Seidel is president of meat market 

group) business 

April 6, 1916 – Death of little Walter Marquardt, 7, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Marquardt. 

Diphtheria.disease. 

April 6, 1916 – Longer piece on good schools, but no specific local reference. 

April 6, 1916 – 311 votes cast. Erich Mueller president. politics 

April 6, 1916 – About 450 farmers and bankers joined the first banker-farmer excursion to the College of 

Agriculture, held in Madison, last week. Those from this area attending included W.H. Wyse, Paul Kelm, 

J.A. Schalow, Fred Mechtell, J.M. Wyse, H.J. Maxwell, Walter Frost, Norbert A. Hardell, Richard Verch, 

Emil Klawitter, Carl Otto, Henry Wastrack, Wm. Wyse Sr., T.J. Cavanaugh, Paul Buchholz, Ludwig 

Buchholz, Ed Ponto and Will Knaack. Subjects included producing more and better livestock, higher 

yielding grains, more profitable dairy herds, demonstrations. business 

April 6, 1916 – Rumor of several scarlet fever cases is untrue. Considered closing schools based on 

rumor, but instead quarantined just one family. health 

April 13, 1916 – Actors from the Pabst Theatre will present “Der Feldgraue Sepp’l” (The Fieldgray 

Sepp’l), a popular play, May 2, the present war in three acts, with song that took the theatre-going 

public of Germany by storm. As intimated by the title, it describes an episode of the present time, 

depicting with absolute truth the sentiment of the German people in these great times. The first two 

acts set in Bavarian mountains, final act in the trenches. “We shall not only have a chance to see field-

gray uniforms but also a trench, representing an exact counterpart of one of the trenches in the 

Western battlefield of which a photo was taken.  … A fair sized audience was present.  entertainment 

April 13, 1916 – A deal was completed between T.J. Paull and Andrew Schultz whereby the former took 

over the ownership o the latter’s residence on Farmer Street while the latter assumed the ownership of 

Mr. Paull’s store on Water Street opposite Turner Hall. … Mr. Schultz’s son Arthur will run a candy store 

and soda water fountain. business 

April 13, 1916 – Ferd. Sommerfield makes deal with Wyse and Merrill to take over the agency of the 

Jung Brewing Co. for this city. 

April 13, 1916 – Richard Luedtke went to Fond du Lac and Milwaukee last Monday to purchase the 

necessary apparatus for his meat market which he will open in the Green block in the near future. … 

April 27 – R.A. Luedtke opened his new meat market for business in the green block last week. He has 



the interior fitted with new furniture and supplies and in whole presents a clean and sanitary market. 

business 

April 13, 1916 – Road Comm. T.J Paull and his crew of men began road work this week on the Green 

Lake road. Street Comm. Albert Polfuss and crew also started in the village, finishing the piece on 

Farmer Street, which was left unfinished last season.’ progress 

April 20, 1916 – One more victory was added to the list of our invincible King Herald’s (Eugene Thomas, 

King’s Herald cigar salesman) basketball ball team at the Drake’s Hall last Friday evening when they 

defeated the Treamonts of Oshkosh. Being aware of the fact that Princeton has a strong and fast team 

of ball tossers and “putting it all over” an Oshkosh team several weeks ago, they had sworn revenge and 

selected a team from that city, all of strong, fast and robust stature, and with that on the floor 

Princeton’s scalp was to be taken. But their plans failed to mature, they also met their Waterloo. Score, 

28 to 34. sports 

April 20, 1916 – Last week the several bids were opened for building of the sisters’ house at St. John’s 

Polish Church. The building will be brick veneered and will be erected on the old site. The estimated cost 

$4,000. catholic 

April 27, 1916 – Campbell’s New Orleans Minstrels show May 3. Under a mammoth waterproof tent 

theatre. Street parade at noon. The greatest colored minstrel show on earth. Singers, dancers, cake 

walkers and comedians. This show is reputed to be the most elaborately costumed organizations on the 

road today. entertainment 

April 27, 1916 – And just now keep right on shouting for the improvement of our business street we so 

badly need. Your should have been heard already, but they were too weak, too feeble, too half-hearted 

Put more vim in your words, and more volume in your tones, and tell everybody else that we need and 

must have a good street. Keep on whopping for a good street. Travel in their own special Pullman cars. 

improvement 

April 27, 1916 – Mr. Pierce, the oil man, went to Milwaukee last week and returned with a Reo auto 

truck, which he will use for delivering oil. business 

May 4, 1916 – First show 7:30, second show 9:15 Turner Hall entertainment 

May 4, 1916 – Last week the later part a deal was made between John Nowak and Walter Nowatzke 

whereby the later took over the ownership of the former’s saloon and hotel which is known as the Fox 

River House. Mr. Nowatzke took over the ownership last Monday morning and is conducting same with 

the assistance of his brother and sister. Mr. Nowak, it is intimated, will leave for some other city but just 

where, we have not learned. The building was not included in the deal. business 

May 4, 1916 – Last Monday Louis Miller took over the ownership of the saloon building formerly owned 

by frank Brooks on lower Water Street. Mr. Miller will occupy the building on July 1st and continue in the 

saloon business.  

May 11, 1916 -  Last Tuesday evening there was a meeting of citizens and village board on the matter of 

paving east Water Street. All the contracts of abuting property owners were signed up and presented to 

the board. The board acted favorably on the proposition and it will come up for a vote on June 12th. At 

this time all will have a chance to say yes or no on putting our business street in a clean, sanitary 



condition. The abuting property owners will stand ¼ the expense and then share with the property 

owners of the village on the other 3/4. Let’s all get together and have a substantial and good appearing 

street. … Village proposes raising $14,000 by issuing bonds for the purpose of improving Water St. from 

intersection with Short to Mechanic. Vote will be June 12. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. improvement 

May 18, 1916 – At a meeting recently the school board engaged the teachers for the coming year. Mr. 

Kreilkamp will be principal for the coming year which insures us an excellent school. He is a strong 

teacher, a good supervisor and his habits of industry are excellent examples for our young people. He is 

a hard worker and his character and good example in an up right home life is a fine precept for our 

children.  

May 25, 1916 – 12 mph speed limit in village. Fine not less than 10 or more than 25. improvement 

May 25, 1916 – We had cherished fond hopes that the United States might to down in history as the one 

great nation that escaped participation in the scourge of war that is devastating the world. But hope is 

only hope, and oftimes it but an optimistic dream. The sacking of Columbus, New Mexico, by that arch 

bandit, Villas, and his horde of cut throats bring us even to the bring of the sea of blood. It is imperative 

that Villa be captured and executed, and this duty devolves upon the army of the United States. To 

perform this duty the army must invade vast portions of Mexican territory. It may be done without a 

clash with Caranza and his government, but the outlook is not hopeful. Any day some act may be 

committed which will force us into a long and costly war. What is the world coming to anyway? Can you 

tell? If you can you are more than human. England, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Russia, Belgium, 

Servia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Montenegro, Japan, Portugal, all are shedding their heart’s blood in a useless 

cause, setting the world on fire to satisfy the jealousy and hatred of aristocrats. What will history say? 

Why, the world will be fortunate if there is anyone left to write a history. A few countries ae left that are 

ostensibly at peace but even in those lands the volcano is seething and ready to burst forth in all its fury. 

Spain is restless and irritated, China is smoldering with internal revolt. Sweden, Northway and Greece 

are on fire, everywhere and at every hand it is either war or preparations for war. And now we, the 

fairest of all lands, a people who love peace above all the peoples of the earth, are dipping our feet into 

the rivers of Mexican blood, and there seems to way of staying our steps. We must avenge the sacking 

of our territory and the massacre of our innocent citizens, let the consequences by what they may. … 

war 

May 25, 1916 –recently E.D. Morse has summer home on Green Lake. 

May 25, 1916 – Stanish Nickodem returned to his home at Little Prairie. bartel 

May 25, 1916 – Next Saturday the Princeton Ice Cream Parlor will be opened to the trade. The building 

known as the T.J. Paull building which Mr. Schultz recently became the proprietor of, has been 

remodeled and placed in up-to-date condition and presents a neat and clean appearance. A carnation 

will be given to each customer. business 

June 1, 1916 – The Princeton Brewery which has been in course of remodeling for the past several 

months, has been completed and represents an institution modern and up to date. The interior has 

been thoroughly overhauled with machinery, vats, piping, etc. and in sanitation comes up to any 

brewery in the state. The brewery was opened for business last week and their produce delivered to 

their patrons Being a home enterprise and manufacturing a pure and wholesome beer it is deserving 



patronage. Orders may be left at the brewery for either keg or bottled beer and will be promptly 

delivered to any yard of the city. factory 

June 1, 1916 – No Fourth of July celebration this year. Home coming or harvest festival will probably be 

celebrated in August. entertainment 

June 1, 1916 – Erich Mueller, trustee Fred Nickodem, Wm. Seidel, Alfred Warnke and Robert Schaal 

motored to Wautoma last Friday t view the street pavement in that city. They returned home favorably 

imp55 by 80ressed with their concrete pavement. improvement 

June 1, 1916 – Kohnke, Schalow and Co. purchased the Rev. Hoyer block on Water St. last week. The 

company will rent to the Princeton Meat Market Association the whole first floor and the upstairs will be 

repaired and remodeled for living rooms. The company expects to put the block in first class condition. 

business 

June 8, 1916 – Big circus here June 17. Al. G. Barnes big four-ring wild animal circus.  entertainment 

June 8, 1916 – Next Monday the voters will decide as to whether to pave Water Street. “If the vote 

carries it is understood that the president and board will take steps to commence work at once and get 

the street ready for use by August or September. The board have examined and procured figures on 

various paving propositions. They have looked at streets in several cities and have some definite 

information as to what the cost and wearing qualities of each pavement will be. It is very evident that 

our main business street is in a very bad condition. It is rough, unsightly and at times of the year it’s 

unsanitary. Something should be done to make it more presentable, more sanitary and more useable. 

We fell that the cost will not be a burden when extended over a period of years and think that the 

people would express good judgment by voting for the proposition when they go to the polls on next 

Monday. improvement 

June 8, 1916 – This week the garage on Washington St. opened under the firm name of Krueger & 

Grahn. They are now ready to serve the public with a full line of auto accessories, oils, gasoline, and 

guarantee service in repairing autos and all kinds of machinery at a very reasonable price. … The garage 

is to be overhauled and later another addition is to be built on it. It is a building now 55 by 80 feet with a 

large amount of space for storing cars. The firm say that they will run a livery in connection with their 

auto business and give the best of attention to all cars left in their care for storage or repairs. Krueger & 

Grahn have the agency for the famous Overland autos and have cars on exhibition and will give those 

interested demonstrations with this popular car. The firm will also carry a full line of farm machinery and 

do pump repair and general machinery repair work. business 

June 15, 1916 – Lehner holds state office for Progressive Republicans. Politic s 

June 15, 1916 – The citizens last Monday showed good judgment in their votes for a cleaner, more 

sanitary, more progressive and up-to-date city. The vote stood for pavement 199, against 64. President 

Mueller said: “The Village Board was much pleased with the results of the election as it indicates a 

sound judgment of the citizens and furthermore it indicates that a large percentage of our citizens are 

progressive and up to date. The village board will not only put in the pavement but will also put in new 

electric lights in the cluster system, which will surely add much to the beauty of our city and add to the 

efficiency of the lighting system. Personally, I am very pleased with the fine endorsement given this 

proposition at the polls Monday.  … Our motto will be: The best service to all citizens of our city and 



community.” Trustee Nickodem said, I am glad to note the big vote in favor of this project by our 

citizens. I was always satisfied that when our citizens understood the project, they would vote in favor of 

it.” Trustee Priske said: We worked hard for the pavement and I am very glad that it was successfully 

voted. I feel that we will have a fine business street and it will improve the appearance of our city when 

it is completed. Quotes also from Schutlz, Seidel, Yunker, Warnke. And from President Olman of the 

Commercial Club. … Ex-president Wm. A. Gorr took a firm stand in favor of the improvement last winter. 

He was a prime mover in the project for better streets. improvement 

June 15 or 22, 1916 – Miss Pelagia Nowak returned from Berlin Saturday. She was recently graduated 

from the training school. Bartel 

June 29, 1916 – Norbert Mueller has good job with government as manager of one of the government 

farms devoted to the culture of medicinal plants.  

July 6, 1916 – Annual school meeting. Robt. Schaal re-elected director. Other board members are Gustav 

TesSr. and WW Whittemore. school 

July 6, 1916 – Letter from Pvt. Gwitt with Co. D, 2 Inf. war 

July 6, 1916 – Mr. O.H. Lichtenberg who has been in the drug business for the past forty years, on last 

Saturday completed a deal whereby his son Oscar assumed the ownership of the entire stock. Oscar has 

been in the same business for the past number of years and has gained a wide experience and is well 

versed in every phase of the drug line. business 

July 13, 1916 – St. John Polish school picnic raises $1,050. catholic 

July 13, 1916 – The electric light department is in receipt of a corenthui electric light pole which was set 

up and placed in condition last Tuesday. The past being of the unit kind was lighted up and presented a 

very pretty effect. Other samples of the cluster design will be received and placed in condition and it will 

then be decided upon, and the most suitable will be installed. We are informed that several thousand 

feet of electric cable has been partly contracted for and an electric whiteway for Princeton is certain.’ 

Electricity improvement 

July 20, 1916 – Geo. V. Kelley won’t run for Congress. politics 

July 20, 1916 – Village seeks bids for 24-inch sewer and laterals and a six-inch cast iron water main for 

Water Street. Needs to be completed by Aug. 31. A.H. Rimpler, village clerk. Also seek bids for water 

street once course reinforced concrete pavement, asphalt concrete pavement and vitfified block 

pavement. Work completed by Oct. 1. improvement 

July 27, 1916 – A deal was made last Saturday between the Princeton Peoples Meat Market Association 

and Eugene Thomas whereby the former took over the ownership of the building they are not 

occupying. The consideration is private. Mr. Thomas and family are now occupying the second story as 

their dwelling. He is at the present time undecided as to his destiny. A number of out-of-the-city places 

have been offered him which he declined. Business bartel 

July 27, 1916 – The two gentlemen who came here several weeks ago from away and landed near the 

Princeton locks and are devoting their time in fishing clam shells had their entire catch brot here and 

loaded unto a car. Their catch being estimated at about 30 tons. The shells were shipped to La Crosse 



where they are manufactured into pearl buttons. The price paid for the shells we understand is $17 per 

ton. When extracting the meat from the clam, the gentlemen were fortunate and found several valuable 

pearls of different colors. Business river 

July 27, 1916 – Letter from Corp. Glenn A. Knox, Co. F, 1st Wis. Inf., Camp Wilson, Texas. war 

Aug. 3, 1916 – Last week Friday a deal was transacted between Mrs. H. Harmon and Harry Drake 

whereby the later took over the ownership of her building on Water Street. The building will be 

occupied by Mr. Drake and will be transferred into a modern garage. Last Monday Wm. Knaack became 

the owner of the garage and the saloon building owned by H. Grams on lower Water Street. Mr. Knaack 

will take over management upon his return from Minnesota. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Golt. Knaack 

of our city. business 

Aug. 3, 1916 – Schroeder Bros., proprietors of the power launch “Busy Dollar,” who have been engaged 

for the past several weeks in building a house boat, have same about completed. The craft is 33 feet in 

length with 20-foot beam. It is divided into sleeping rooms and dining room. The interior is all finished in 

natural wood and present a fine and homelike appearance. The boat will be taken to the hunting 

grounds in the fall.  Entertainment river 

Aug. 10, 1916 – Bids for sewer and water mains go to Rasmussen & Son, of Oshkosh. Bid was about $800 

lower than two others. Work will begin on or about the 15th of this month. Bid on pavement will be 

opened August 18. improvement 

Aug. 17, 1916 –  

Aug. 24, 1916 – Village orders business owners to remove all hitching posts, telephone poles on Water 

Street as it prepares to “grade, pave, macadamize and construct curbs and gutters and place sewerage 

on said portion of said street, and improve the and beautify the same by placing electric lights known as 

the “White Way” along the edge of the sidewalk on said street. improvement 

Aug. 24, 1916 – Village board last Friday opened bids on pavement. Low bid by J. Rasmussen & Sons of 

Oshkosh: reinforced concrete, $1.74 per square yard, asphaltic concrete $1.81 and brick $2.24. No 

action taken. improvement 

Aug. 24, 1916 – For twenty years the people of this community have read Senator LaFollete’s speches. 

Yesterday they heard him deliver the best speech ever heard in Princeton. Every one present was greatly 

impressed with the splendid explanation he gave upon the issues. In state affairs he dealt upon the 

income tax law, railroad rate commission, state board of health, etc. Anyone who heard the senator 

learned many things about our government. He made a very good impression on the large crowd 

present. politics 

Aug. 31, 1916 –  

Sept. 7 -  

Sept. 14, 1916 – Enrollment surpasses all previous ones. Thirty-six have enrolled in our first year high 

school classes. Total 88 in high school. 15 in third and fourth years; 22 in second year. school 

Sept. 14, 1916 – Last week contractors Gray-Robinson & Co. with their crew of men came here and 

began work on the sewer and water mains on our business center between Short Street at the Turner 



Hall crossing and Mechanic Street at the J.F. Warnke & Sons lumber office. Bids for paving rejected as 

too high. Board has unanimously voted for a brick pavement. Work might be deferred until next spring. 

improvement 

Sept. 21, 1916 -  

Sept. 28, 1916 –  

Oct. 5, 1916 – The laying of sewer in our business street which has been in course of construction for the 

past several weeks was practically completed last week. The laying of the water main was begun last 

Monday and is progressing rapidly. The laying of the brick pavement we have been informed will be 

deferred until next spring on account of giving the sewer and water main trenches ample time for 

settlement. improvement 

Oct. 5, 1916 – Edw. Reetz selling auto blankets at his harness shop. buisness 

Oct. 5, 1916 – Our Boys at the Front.” Produced at Camp Douglas and the Mexican border. … Only 

authentic motion picture produced utilizing the entire National Guard, Turner Theatre, Friday, Oct. 6. 

Admission 10c. … maybe mention how the name changed based on type of entertainment. Oct. 25 

Lucille Marrot appears at Turner Theatre. entertainment 

Oct. 5, 1916 – G.G. Krueger at Water and Fulton.  

Oct. 12, 1916 – The basket ball boys at school have made arrangements with the managers of the 

Turner Hall so that they can use the hall for practice and hold their games there this year. New bounding 

boards have been constructed and put up by the students. The screening of the stage is being 

considered. sports 

Oct. 12, 1916 – The Wisconsin Library Commission has placed a collection of good books constituting a 

traveling library in the high school building. Every person in the community is invited to borrow books 

from this library for which there is absolutely no charge. The books can be borrowed any day on which 

school is in session or may be obtained through any of the pupils. school 

Oct. 12, 1916 – Wish to make known that I have opened up a shoe repairing shop in the room formerly 

occupied by Carl Worm in the Harmon building. Emil Mager. business 

Oct. 19, 1916 – Long editorial by Megow about “The Moving Picture Show” entertainment 

Oct. 19, 1916 – Freshmen hold party at Grahn’s Hall. School business 

Oct. 19, 1916 – High school students wishing to watch the boys practice basketball will hereafter secure 

tickets from Victor Zierke. Outsiders pay five cents for the same privilege. sports 

Oct. 19, 1916 – Wm. Grahn, the garage man on Washington St., is making preparations to build an 

addition to the rear of his garage in order to have more room for storing cars in the main front room. 

The addition 20x48 will be used as a machine shop and work room. … A dance will be given at Grahn’s 

Hall. business 

Oct. 26, 1916 – H. Warnke & Son, furniture and undertaking, are selling The New Edison. Thomas A 

Edison - The man whose discovery of the theory of the incandescent light has dissipated darkness and 

made night as bright as day … This man has now given the world The New Editon, the ultimate 



phonography. Re-creates the human voice, far superior to talking machines. Also can provide funerals by 

horse-drawn carriage or automobile hearse. The auto hearse would cost you 50 cents per mile, with a $5 

minimum rate in the village and $6 in the country. Business entertainment 

Oct. 26, 1916 – About 200 people attended the Wonder Wash machine contest at Schaal Bros. 

Hardware store on last Saturday afternoon. Everyone was agreeable surprised with the ease of 

operation and the thorough work that can be done with the Wonder Washer. Mr. Stanish Rezeski drew 

the free wash machine given away during the sale. business 

Oct. 26, 1916 – Philip Lehner advocates for the Princeton creamery to be converted into a cheese 

factory, and the board of directors and farmers should cooperate to make this change at once. … Cheese 

factories are paying 55 cents per pound of butter fat for the month of September. That means that if a 

farmer’s milk tests 4 per cent he receives $2.20 per hundred for his milk. No creamery can pay such 

prices. At prices of feed farmers cannot afford to feed cows because creamery prices are too low. This 

vicinity ought to have a cheese factory so that farmers might get the most possible out of their cows, 

and live farmers should take hold of this matter. The amount of money that the farmers of this vicinity 

lose each year for want of a cheese factory would build several factories.  …  Nov. 9-16 – The Spring Vail 

cheese factory three miles south of Rosendale paid 62 cents per pound for butter fat for the month of 

September. The Princeton creamery aid 35 cents a pound for butter fat for the same month. Wouldn’t it 

pay farmers to have the creameries converted into cheese factories? It would almost double their milk 

checks. factory 

Nov. 2, 1916 – The incorporation recently formed by the Drake Garage Co. are now engaged in the 

construction of a new garage on the old site formerly occupied by Mr. Drake. The building being built 

with solid brick will be 30x100 in dimensions and will be modern and up-to-date in every respect. The 

incorporators are Harry Drake, president; Mrs. Drake, vice president; Herman Lichtenberg, secretary and 

treasurer. business 

Nov. 9, 1916 – New textbooks for county schools. 

Nov. 9, 1916 – L.J. Whittemore, who has been with the Miller Brewer Co., of Milwaukee, has tendered 

his resignation and accepted a position with the Haas Brewing Co. of this city. He will take care of the 

collections, bookkeeping and of the business part in general. We congratulate Mr. Haas in selecting Mr. 

Whittemore for this position. He is a man of considerable experience, having been with the Miller 

Brewing Co. for several years. factory 

Nov. 9, 1916 – The sewerage and water works system which has been under construction on our 

business street from the Warnke & Sons lumber office to the Turner Hall crossing for the past several 

months was completed Friday of last week. The total cost of the system including laterals from the 

mains to the curbing and the hydrants amounts to $6,746.87. The whole amount, however, will not be 

added to the tax list, there are in all 44 laterals leading to the places of business who are required to 

stand 50 percent of such cost. The water mains were given a severe test last Friday and were found to 

be perfect in every detail. Improvement 

Nov. 9, 1916 – The CNWRR has arranged to supply the patrons of its limited trains with a complete 

telegraphic news service on Tuesday, Nov. 7th, whereby the returns will be flashed to the trains as fast as 

the results are released by the press wires. improvement 



Nov. 16, 1916 – Wilson is president. Previous issue also mentioned LaFollette winning big – an 

unprecedented majority of 95,000. Davidson re-elected too. Progressive Republicans gain governorship 

again with Phillip. Good info on LaFollette. “His vote shows that the people want a man in U.S. Senate 

that money or influence cannot corrupt. He refused to tie himself to party, when he felt he could serve 

the country more efficiently by voting otherwise. LaFollette today is the biggest man in the Republican 

party. He is the man that is blazing the true way and outlines real and genuine doctrines for his party to 

follow. If they heed his advice, follow his fight for the common people, victory will be in the reach of the 

party four years hence. His fight for good government, rights of the common people, elimination of 

bosses and gag rule, elimination of corrupt election practices and his real right of putting the 

government in the hands of all the people makes him the strong, logical and best candidate of the 

Republican party in the next presidential election. Wisconsin is proud of him. Wisconsin will ever stand 

by him in his fight for the common people. He has been tested and found true to his trust. He is ever the 

champion of the people’s cause. In our estimation he should be the Republican candidate for President 

in 1920. politics 

Nov. 16, 1916 – all flat rates consumers for the 1st of December will be placed on meters by notice 

served on the electric light department by the Railroad Commission at Madison. electricity 

Nov. 23, 1916 – Turner Theatre and Turner Hall references on same page. entertainment 

Nov. 30, 1916 – John Kallas dies. bartel 

Nov. 30, 1916 – PHS baskeball team opens season with 35-19 loss to the King Heralds, last year’s famous 

city team. The game was featured by the fast dribbling and basket shooting of Fritz Kleinitz and Joe 

Nickodem of the King Heralds and the Giese boys of the high school. Mr. Mittermeier is high school 

coach and plays on city team. sports 

Nov. 30, 1916 – full-page ad for Seed show. Dec. 14 is Farmers Day in Princeton. farm 

Dec. 7, 1916 – The new Drake’s Garage building which has been under construction for the past numer 

of weeks has been completed recently and presents a very fine appearance and greatly adds to the 

appearance of the neighborhood. The building was constructed of cement and red brick front and is a 

one-story building. They have the sole agency for the Ford cars in this city and are in receipt of three car 

loads. business 

Dec. 7, 1916 – Cambria News reports: One of the modern novelties in farming is a farm without horses. 

Elias York has just vacated the Frank Kidder place near Pardeeville and Mr. Kidder is planning to operate 

now with a tractor for all purposes and will not use any horses … figuring that the care and feed of 

animals is too expensive, all of which can be saved with the use of a tractor properly handled. Mr. 

Kidder’s experiment will be watched with much interest by the farmers. farm 

Dec. 14, 1916 – ‘The Birth of a Nation’ called the biggest thing in the history of Princeton, Turner 

Theatre, Thursday, Dec. 28. Big symphony orchestra. “This magnificent historical spectacle is the talk of 

the country. It has established an entirely new art in the real of the theatre – the art of pantomimic 

screen spectacles with an orchestra score perfectly synchronized to the action. … The great deeds of the 

Civil War and the horrors of Reconstruction are made to live again and the nation re-born is 

apotheosized. Mr. Griffith, pioneer among directors, managed this stupendous achievement without the 



aid of dialogue or speech, for motion pictures with music and effects tell vividly this thrilling tale of fifty 

years ago.” entertainment 

Dec. 14, 1916 - Do we want an overall factory? Mr. Edw. Burk, a man of wide experience in that line, 

informed us that he had conferred with outside parties, showed them the advantages here and they 

declared their willingness to join in with him providing the city would lend some assistance in trying to 

procure the required number of girls to operate the machines. Mr. Bruck has also written to a number 

of firms in regard to orders and has so far received promises for 3,000 dozen. We have had an overall 

factory here which at one time gave employment to about 50 girls and at good wages, and we all know 

that an industry, however small it may be, is a benefit to the town in every respect. So let’s get together, 

not merely talk about it, but put our shoulders to the wheel and assist Mr. Buck in landing the factory in 

Princeton. factory 

Dec. 14, 1916 – The annual meeting of the stockholders of the Princeton Creamery Association was held 

at the town hall last Tuesday afternoon. President Edward Hardell called the meeting to order. … As it 

had been agitated previous this meeting to change the creamery into a cheese factory, Senator Kumroy 

of Plymouth, a man of wide experience and well versed in every phase of the cheese industry, was 

present and in a speech expressed himself that a cheese factory for this locality would bring better 

financial returns than a creamery. A vote was taken relative this change. The result was the majority 

being in favor of a cheese factory. Following officers were elected: president, Henry Prieve; directors, 

Thomas Cavanaugh, J.E. Wyse, Walter Frost, Andrew Losinski and Frank Nowak. Treasurer, John 

Kuharski. factory 

Dec. 21, 1916 – Princeton Piano Store, Erich Mueller, proprietor. business 

Dec. 21, 1916 – Union Sunday School. Church 

-- 

1917 

Jan. 4, 1917 – County school superintendent George V. Kelley praises schools that are serving sarm 

lunches for the children at the noon hour. 

Jan. 4, 1917 – The Princeton Cheese Factory will take milk on Saturday morning and commence to make 

cheese on that day. Farmers should deliver their milk before 10 o’clock. Milk can be saved for two days 

and brought to the factory. After that milk will be taken every other day. Mr. Thomas Eisenhut of 

Marshfield will be in charge. factory 

Jan. 4, 1917 – Mr. Verlach, of Waupun, the new brewer employed by the Haas Brewery came here last 

Monday and is busily engaged in the manufacture of the beverage. He is a man of considerable 

experience and comes here very highly recommended no not only as a first class brewer,  also as aalso 

as a good citizen and neighbor.  factory 

Jan. 4, 1917 – Turner Theatre entertainment 

Jan. 11, 1917 – Princeton Telephone Co. annual meeting. Company is gradually gaining in subs ribers and 

financial condition. progress 

Jan. 11, 1917 – First National Bank annual meeting. Erich Mueller is president.  business 



Jan. 11. 1917 – Principal Kreilkamp brings in Mrs. E.E. Hoyt of University Extension Division to talk on the 

benefits of a Home and School Association on Friday, January 19. school 

Jan. 11, 1917 – Cheese factory opens. The Princeton Cheese Association recently organized with the 

following officers: Henry Prieve, president; Frank Wyse, secretary; John Kuharski, treasurer; and Thomas 

Cavanaugh, J.E. Wyse, Roddy Frost, A. Loshinski and Frank Nowak as directors. Recently installed a new 

and complete up-to-date outfit in machinery for modern cheese making. They have also remodeled the 

building and have put everything in first-class condition. They have also engaged the services of Thos. 

Eisenhut, an expert cheese maker and everything has started out with prospects for good success. There 

is a large amount of milk being brought to the factory now and new customers are being added daily. 

Some of the milk is being delivered by individual customers and in other cases farmers are being formed 

in groups and hire one to deliver or take their milk to the factory.  

Jan. 11, 1917 – St. John Lutheran adds 10 new member now has 257 total.  church 

Jan. 18, 1917 – The Fair Store closing out entire stock on account of building being sold. A Fishkin, 

proprietor business 

Jan. 18, 1917 – State Bank annual meeting. See correction the following week. business 

Jan. 18, 1917 – The Frauen Verein of the St. John’s Lutheran Church made a deal with the Howard Clock 

Co. of Boston, Massachusetts, last Tuesday for a tower clock at a price of nearly $1,000. Will be shipped 

here in about 10 weeks. It is of the half and hour strike type with dials of nearly six feet in diameter. 

church 

Jan. 18, 1917 – John Nowak appointed policeman. Mr. Nowak is one of our young and sturdy fellows 

well met and has the strength and figure of a prize fighter. He vouched to be on the alert at all times and 

look for the best interest of all concerned. He will also take an occasional beat to the depot when the 

8:30 p.m. passenger is due and apprehend those who come within the age limit of the curfew violation. 

politics 

Jan. 25, 1917 – “Jackson in the Mountains” staged at Turner Hall last Tuesday by troupe of Bavarian 

actors “penned up here on account of the European war” and are touring the state. “It is to be regretted 

that this company was greeted with about one-tenth house. Of late we have been treated with choice 

performances and all left our city with the deep impression that Princeton has no theatre goers.  …  

Unless a change for better attendance takes place, entertainments will be abandoned for an indefinite 

time, and this we surely would not want to see. entertainment 

Jan. 25, 1917 – On last Friday evening ma good sized audience of parents came to a fine musical 

program and a very interesting talk on the home and school by Mrs. Hoyt of Madison. After the program 

Principal Kreilkamp gave a short address to parents present and also presented the subject of a home 

school organization. Several of the parents present discussed the idea of forming an organization and all 

the talks favored a Parent-Teachers Association to assist the school make a study of children’s needs and 

the things to be best done for their welfare in and out of school. A constitution was adopted and offiers 

were elected as follows: President, Mrs. Philip Lehner; vice president, Mrs. Frank Mueller; secretary, 

Mrs. A.A. Krueger; treasurer, Mrs. H.O. Giese. The executive committee consists of the officers and 

Principal Kreilkamp.  school 



Jan. 25, 1917 – In a deal consummated between V.F. Yahr and O.C. Jones last Monday, the later became 

the proprietor of the former’s picture show outfit in this city. Mr. Jones comes here from Summit Grove 

and will conduct the show in the same manner as it has been conducted by his predecessor. 

entertainment 

Jan. 25, 1917 – Proceeds from a home talent minstrel show sponsored by the Princeton Fire Department 

on Feb. 13 will go toward chemical fire truck. improvement 

Jan. 25, 1917 – Postmaster J.E. Hennig is at the present time busily engaged in remodeling and 

beautifying the front sample room of the American House. The room has been neatly paneled and 

adorned at the ceiling with stucco work. The side walls are also prettily decorated with stucco work at 

the upper part, while the lower part is made to resemble glazed brick. At the present time the painters 

are engaged who are putting the finishing touches to it, and when their work is completed and upon the 

arrival of the new lock boxes, which are of the combination lock type the post office will be moved into 

said room. Mr. Hennig having rented same to the post office department for a period of 10 years. 

politics 

Jan. 25, 1917 – Ad for re-opening of Schultz’s Stand.??? business 

Jan. 25, 1917 – Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Morse and son Elmer will visit New Orleans for several days, then Los 

Angeles via Texas for the winter. 

Feb. 1, 1917 – Downtown businesses agree to close at 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays: G. Teske & Son, O.R. 

Luedtke, Nickodem Brothers, S.E. Mackowski, J.H. Manthey, Schaal Bros., Carl Schendel, H. Swed, a. 

Fishkin, G.J. Knaack, G.J. Krueger 

Feb. 8, 1917 – Spring is coming, So is Princeton Bock Beer, coming on Feb. 10th, brewed under special 

process at The Princeton Brewery. factory 

Feb. 8, 1917 – City basketball team includes Ralph Giese of the high school team playing for Fred Kienitz, 

who was out of town. sports 

Feb. 8, 1917 – Diplomatic relations with Germany broken. President Wilson announces action in a 

speech before Congress. Result of Berlin’s order for an unrestricted submarine campaign. war 

Feb. 15, 1917 – That our newly started cheese factory is a well-paying institution for our farmers and the 

patrons was evidenced when the monthly checks were received for the milk delivered. We were 

informed by Mr. John Kuharski who had sent his milk out of town to a creamery and had received for 

same from Jan. 1 to Jan. 15, $7.42. From Jan. 16 to the last of that month, he received for the same 

amount of milk delivered to the Princeton Cheese Factory $25.50. Other patrons are equally as well 

pleased with the outcome of the factory. Adolph Rude received the very handsome sum of $8.86 for one 

day’s milk. factory 

Feb. 15, 1917 – Village board seeks bids for Water Street from Mechanic to Short for reinforced 

concrete pavement, asphalt concrete pavement and vitrified block pavement. Want work completed by 

June 30.  improvement 

Feb. 15, 1917 – Senate upholds Wilson’s break with Germany. Resolutions passes upper House 78-5. La 

Follette is opposed. Three Dems and two Republicans opposed.  war 



Feb. 22, 1917 – At a meeting of a large number of ladies at the home of Mrs. O.C. Olman on Wednesday 

afternoon a Woman’s Club was formed which was federated with the State Women’s Club. Mrs. Brooks, 

vice president of the state club, addressed the ladies. The following officers were elected: Miss Joanna 

Beebe, president; Mrs. B. Priske, vice president; Mrs. Edward J. Teske Jr., recording secretary; Mrs. J.A. 

Froelich, corresponding secretary; Miss Jennie Lichtenberg, treasurer. The purpose of the club will be 

the intellectual improvement of its members and the betterment of the community. entertainment 

March 1, 1917 – The Princeton Cheese Factory’s daily out put of cheese amounts to over $100.  factory 

March 8, 1917 – Princeton Cattle Fair yesterday brought a large number of people to our village. The 

Tuesday evening train brought a large number of people from the east. The Wednesday passengers 

bro’t between 600 and 700 people, and hundreds came by team. Our business men report of doing a 

fair business. A large number of outsiders came here to engage help for the coming months. All in all it 

was one of the greatest fairs seen here in many a month. entertainment 

March 8, 1917 – Reports that Berlin urged Japan and Mexico to declare war on U.S. if it did not remain 

neutral. war 

March 15, 1917 – Prof. J.B. Hayes of the Poultry Dept. of the College of Agriculture, Madison, will give a 

demonstration at the high school on feeding, hatching, brooding, fattening and marketing poultry and 

egg production at school next Saturday.  school 

March 15, 1917 – The tower clock for the St. John’s Lutheran church came here last Saturday. Yesterday 

a man was sent here from Boston, Massachusetts, where the clock was manufactured and is engaged in 

installing the clock. After the installation same will be dedicated but at what date is not known at this 

writing. church 

March 22, 1917 – Poultry, corn and tomato club organized for high school and country schools. Hayes 

talks. County Superintendent of Schools George V. Kelley presents plan of organizing five clubs in the 

county with high schools as the center. Standard bred eggs available from University at small cost. Free 

corn and tomato seed available. Also the plan of holding a big community fair in Princeton next October 

when the products in poultry, corn, tomatoes and garden products will be exhibited and prizes given to 

the winners. Edward Mittermeyer will be honorary president and local leader. Officers are Arthur 

Luedtke, president; Harold Hardell, vice president; John Nickodem, secretary; Ed Paulus, assistant 

secretary. school 

March 22, 1917 – William Jurgens takes possession of property of Mr. Moldenhauer, son of John 

Moldenhaur, in town of Mecan. The stock of goods Mr. Jurgens will bring to Princeton and open up a 

general merdhandise business in the old S.M. Eggleston stand on the west side. He will also run a 

restaurant in connection. 

March 29, 1917 – Last Tuesday evening the Village Board at their adjourned meeting from March 22 

awarded the contract for paving Water Street from Short to Mechanic to Sweeney Bros. of Reedsburg at 

the price of $2.35 per square yard. The pavement will be of vitrified block “brick.” Work will commence 

on May 15 and be finished June 30. improvement 

March 29, 1917 – Big Victory Is Won by Drys. Assembly approves liquor referendum bill, goes to vote in 

April 1918. Also mentions LaFollette filibuster … Legislators consider bill condemning LaFollette for 



filibuster a committee came up with a statement passed by the Senate: “There is no divided loyalty 

among the people of Wisconsin. They stand fairly and squarely against the common enemy and pledge 

their unqualified and loyal support to the government to protect itself and its citizens in this present 

crisis.” No mention of La Follette or filibuster. politics 

April 5, 1917 – Village election. Erich Mueller president without opposition. politics 

April 5, 1917 – Edmund Mackowski heads to South Carolina to Marines training school for two years. 

Edmund is one of our energetic and patriotic young men and we bespeak for him that he will make one 

of the best fighting men for Uncle Sam. war 

April 5, 1917 – Edw. Teske Sr., who for the past several weeks has been busily engaged in repairing the 

washout of his mill channel near St. John’s Polish church park and having the damage done nearly 

completed, suffered another washout last Monday near the former one. Mr. Teske has had a number of 

men working at the channel and has been under heavy expenses. The grist mill has been idle on account 

of same, and the electric light plant is now being run by steam power. We understand work will be 

withheld until warmer weather. factory 

April 12, 1917 – Our citizens will be treated to a rare black face comedy production next Monday 

evening at Turner Hall when the Home Minstrel Company will make its appearance. The company (35 

people) has strong talent and the newest and best things every produced in black face will be given the 

public next Monday evening. More details if you want them. entertainment 

April 12, 1917 – Princeton is intensely patriotic and when the news came flashing through Wisconsin 

that our country was to engage in war, on every hand we found men ready to leave their occupation, 

their home and family to uphold the honor and dignity and to preserve the perpetuity of this the 

greatest and most glorious Republic on the face of the earth. No questions were asked as to what 

foreign country had done U.S. an injustice. It made no difference which one of a dozen countries it 

might be. To our citizens there is but one flag and one country, and that is the Red, White and Blue, 

which is the emblem of the purest, best and most democratic government on the globe.  …  With one 

voice our young men went to Uncle Sam and said, “I am ready to leave home, fortune, family and all 

that is dear to me to maintain the honor and dignity of the flag which our fathers fought for and we 

pledge ourselves to maintain it unsullied and untarnished before all the powers of the world.” What a 

glorious spirit! What true patriotism! Proud we are of Princeton’s sons, for they are bound to hand the 

flag of liberty down to posterity without a stain or blemish on it. This week saw our young men enlisting, 

and thus far the following have signed for service: Otto Rimpler, Lynn Merrill, Helmuth Wuerch, Joe 

Mauer, Frank Frost, Leo Learned, John Bandell, John Niemer, Wm. VonRotz, Joe Adamski, Frank Spott, 

Rob Bartow. We were told of others but at this writing could not get their names. We would like to 

know of a town the size of ours where patriotism is so evident and real service for country so ready.All 

hail to these patriotic, library loving young men. God speed them in their fight to preserve the rights of 

our land of the free and the home of the brave.” war 

April 12, 1917 – A. Fishkin, proprietor, The Fair Store, says he intends to move in ten days. business 

April 12, 1917 – New ordinance sets speed limit at 15 mph in village, 8 in school zones. improvement 

April 12, 1917 – Congress declares state of war between U.S. and Germany. Entire statement reprinted. 

Six senators vote against resolutions includes La Follette. All six were members of group of twelve that 



defeated the armed neutrality bill at the last session. There was no attempt to filibuters this time, 

though. “Sen. La Follette, defending Germany and heaping blame upon England; Other opponents say 

war is at behest of munitions barons of Wall Street.  war 

April 19, 1917 – The Wisconsin Senate passed a suspension of rules to provide a statewide vote on full 

suffrage for women in November 1918. politics 

April 19, 1917 – “Whatever disagreement there may have been about the necessity or advisability of 

engaging in the war is now a thing of the past. War is upon us and I call upon every citizen of the state of 

Wisconsin to aid in the preparations that must be made to meet every emergency and to enable our 

state to do its share in the support of our government.” State will need to provide a quota of troops. … 

The most important job that confronts us now, and which must be met in no uncertain way, is to 

provide a supply of food. … It is perfectly apparent that the man who works with a hoe will be a patriot 

in the service of his country, and I urge all who are able to work to cvontributed their part in the 

production of fo facod, to the end at least that none shall contribute less than is required for their own 

support What the country will need most are these plain articles of food: meat, potatoes and cereals for 

bread. I urge every farmer in the state of Wsiconsin who has suitable land, to plant enough wheat to 

produce the four necessary for his own use, and a surplus if possible.” Gov. Emanual L. Philipp.   war 

April 19, 1917 – Postmaster J.E. Hennig has been asked by the U.S. government in its various branches to 

aid the recruiting of the regular army, and all recruiting activity in this part of the state will be centered 

in his office. In addition other well-known residents of this city have received a personal letter from 

Captain Thomas E. Cathro, U.S. Army, in charge of recruiting for Wisconsin, asking them to aid in the 

work. Cathro letter says, “I want 1,000 of the best young manhood of Wisconsin to enlist this month.” 

war 

April 19, 1917 – The mill channel which has been under repair for the past number of weeks was 

completed and the mill and power house are again furnished with water power. factory 

April 19, 1917 – Gov. Philipp tells President Wilson conscription would tend to make war unpopular. 

State Guard units mobilized. Volunteer system preferred. war 

April 26, 1917 – The Fair Store’s moving sale begins April 26-May 6. business 

April 26, 1917 – A deal was transacted the latter part of last week between Edward Teske Sr. and Erich 

Mueller, Wm. Seidel and W.A. Gross whereby the three latter took over the ownership of the mill 

channel. The deal also includes the real estate where the electric power plant and tub factory are 

located. The consideration involves in the neighborhood of $10,000. Mr. Teske retains the mill title and 

in the deal it was stipulated that the present owners are obliged to furnish sufficient power to run the 

mill.  … Was asked about day current. Would be an easy matter but “it, of course, would mean extra 

expenses in the way of installing a new dynamo and other appliances, but we believe we are safe in 

saying that the extra current consumed would more than repay for the extra expenditure. Why not get 

busy and boost for a twenty-four hour electric service. Improvement electricity 

April 26, 1917 – Emil Klawitter rents the saloon building occupied by Walter Nowatzki and will take 

possession on May 1st. The hotel part of the building, we understand, will be conducted by the owner, 

John Nowak. business 



April 26, 1917 – Contractor Sweeney of Reedsburg who has the contract for paving Water Street, came 

here with his crew of men and machinery last week and are now busily engaged in removing the 

crosswalks and unloading brick. Grading and paving will commence as soon as grading stakes are placed 

by city engineer W.F. Reichardt. When this work is completed by the latter part of June, a white way will 

be installed on each side of the business street. Princeton at the completion of the whole works, boast 

of having one of the finest business streets in the state. improvement 

April 26, 1917 – Wilson asks for draft law. “Civilization” playing at Turner Opera House Wednesday, May 

2. Amongst the many wonders you will see the actual submarine warfare and its affects as it is now 

being waged. entertainment 

May 3, 1917 – Complete list of recruits from this city who have joined Company D at Ripon: Henry T. 

Wielgosh, Anton Wielgosh, Bernard Kasierski, Stanley G. Sharapata, Jacob Lese, John W. Furman, Otto T. 

Rimpler, Robert H. Bartow, August Otto, Lynn L. Merrill, John J. Niemer, Claude J. Bandell, Frank J. Frost, 

William J. Von Rotz, Helmuth V. Wuerch, Leo L. Leonard, Joseph Maurer, John Duginski. The following 

have joined the Marine Corps: Edmund Mackowski, Frank Spott, Walter Kinas. We are informed if a few 

more recruits can be had from this city, an officer will be sent here to drill them at home. war 

May 3, 1917 – The Wisconsin Telephone Company sent a crew of men here last Monday who will be 

engaged in removing the telephone line from the street and will replace them along side of the river 

bank in the rear of the business blocks This has been under way since early last fall and when completed 

will greatly add to the beauty of the street. Electric light poles and hitching posts will also be taken away. 

improvement 

May 3, 1917 – Manager of the Daylight Store, Ripon, rents Eggleston building. Same is now undergoing a 

complete repairs and when finished the company will put in a stock of gents furnishing goods and ladies 

wearing apparel. business 

May 10, 1917 – Abu meeting to organize a County Defense League was held at the courthouse, Green 

Lake, last Tuesday afternoon. A large delegation from every part of the county being present and great 

interest was manifested. Local representatives were Geo. V. Kelley for village, Fred Spooner, town of 

Princeton, and Henry Prieve, town of St. Marie. war 

May 10, 1917 – Assembly refuses ballot to women. Farmers win big victory. politics 

May 17, 1917 – Green Lake County Defense Council votes to the county board to employ a county 

agricultural agent to work with the farmers of the county. school 

May 17, 1917 – Wm. Swenzer opened up a billiard and pool room above the Grahn garage lately. He has 

installed all fine and the latest type of tables and the hall presents a neat and up to the minute 

appearance. business 

May 17, 1917 – Carl Schendel and Frank Mueller Jr. went to Milwaukee last Saturday to join the soldiers 

and to be trained for officers. We have not learned whether these gentlemen passed. war 

May 17, 1917 – A deal was transacted between Erich Mueller and Mrs. Amalie Krueger last week 

whereby the latter became the owner of the former’s 160 acre farm south of the village. farm 



May 17, 1917 – Deal consummated recently between Mrs. Carl Dumdey and V.F. Yahr the former 

became the owner of the stock of groceries and ice cream parlors located in the Andrew Schultz 

building. business 

May 17, 1917 – Ad for The Ditmer Store.  Business 

May 17, 1917 – Rules for registration for draft. All males who are 21 and younger than 31 before June 5, 

1917 must register. war 

May 31, 1917 – Schroeder Bros. sell The Busy Dollar to Fred Carmack. We understand the boat will 

remain in the neighborhood of Princeton and be used by the clam fishers during the summer months. 

Next fall it will be taken to Lynxville on the shores of the Mississippi River. Schroeder Bros., who built 

and owned the boat for a number of years, have taken out a large number of parties to and from many 

cities and places for boating parties and picnics. It is a fine boat and has been kept in fine condition and 

was a pride to our Princeton people. … Schroeder Brothers “Hatch and Bill” will devote their time in the 

clam fishing industry. business 

May 31, 1917 – Bill Bailey, of Ashland, one of the telephone crew who is at the present time engaged at 

changing the line in our city, demonstrated that he not only knows how to change lines but that he has 

mastered the art of ascending steep walls and buildings without the aid of a ladder or rope. This was 

demonstrated by him on last Monday evening when he ascended the two-story front of the Mackowski 

store building before a large and astounding audience. He began climbing the wall at the corners of the 

building and ascended to about three-fourths of the eight of the building when he crossed over to thee 

center and from thence to the top of building over the Cornish. He descended in the same manner. 

entertanmemt 

May 31, 1917 – Sweeney Bros. have finished the laying of the concrete bed for the brick pavement on 

last Saturday noon and on last Monday began with laying the brick. Up to this afternoon, Tuesday, brick 

have been laid up to the Schaal Bros. hardware store. Contractor Sweeney informs us that the laying of 

brick will be finished by next Saturday or Monday evening. improvement 

May 31, 1917 – Governor vetoes prohibition bill. politics 

June 14, 1917 – List of men who register. Joe Nickodem left for Milwaukee last Tuesday morning with 

the object of joining the Marines. war 

June 14, 1917 – Joseph Frost who has been in the saloon business for the past several years and located 

in the Megow building, will discontinue at the expiration of June 30. business 

June 21, 1917 – Green Lake County chapter of American Red cross forms June 13 in Berlin. Total 

membership already passed the 600 mark. war 

June 21, 1917 – Contractor Sweeney completed his work last Saturday morning. The pavement which is 

laid from the high school corner to the Warner lumber office presents a beautiful appearance and is put 

down in a manner which reflects much credit to both the city and the contractor. The street is covered 

with an inch coating of sand is supposed to remain for several weeks in order to allow the asphalt filling 

ample time for hardening The open space which was left between the curb and the walk in order to 

widen the walk is now being refilled by Street Commissioner Albert Polfuss and his crew of men. The 



lights posts for the white way also arrived last Monday and will be installed by the electrician Efforts will 

be made to have everything completed by July 4th. improvement 

June 21, 1917 – James L. Kelley moves law office to Wausau. business 

June 21, 1917 – Liquor license Peter Niemer lot 38, block C business 

 

June 28, 1917 – Local red Cross Order was organized last Friday. Postmaster J.E hennig elected 

president, Dr. G.J. Racek. vice president, Mrs. Earl Barry secretary and Josie Beebe treasurer. war 

June 28, 1917 – Teske & Zierke have taken charge of the Princeton Roller Mills. Factory business 

July 5, 1917 – Dr. A. G. Giese elected school clerk. Gustav Teske Sr. declined to be candidate. Served for 

the past 18 years. Voters leave matter of kindergarten to board. school 

July 5, 1917 – The crew of telephone men who have been here for the past several months changing 

lines and removing poles from the business streets, finished their work last Saturday evening and left for 

Redgranite Monday noon where they will be engaged in similar work. improvement 

July 12, 1917 - Draft registration list. Bernard Kasierski 856 war 

July 12, 1917 – At the special meeting of the Village Board last Monday evening a number of our citizens 

were present to discuss ways and means for the installation of electric day current. A committee was 

appointed by Pres. E Mueller to circulate a list among the citizens to determine the number of 

subscribers that can be procured who are willing to use day current. The committee appointed at once 

got busy and in less than one hour’s time had about 50 subscribers, and it was certain that many more 

will follow. We understand that the board will be petitioned at their next regular meeting to have them 

work out plans and ways whereby it can be made possible to install the system. The owners of the water 

power and the electric light management gave assurance that the project can be bro’t about with very 

little expenses. So why not get busy, go after it and have day current in Princeton as well as other citizies 

much smaller than size than we are. improvement 

July 12, 1917 – West side cemetery in bad shape. 

July 12, 1917 – Patriotic rally at school house nets six recruits for the Green Lake County Guards now 

being organized. This brings the total of Princeton young men who joined the guards and Marines up to 

the fine sum of 40. war 

July 19, 1917 – Princeton soldiers who are members of Company D of Ripon were notified to report last 

Sunday. war 

July 26, 1917 - Chas. Ellinger drowns near railroad bridge.  

July 26, 1917 – Since my last writing the three Marines from Princeton have scattered to different parts 

of the U.S. Frank Spott is in Quantico, Va., in the Marine artillery, Ed Mackowski is still on Paris Island 

playing in the Marine band and I am at the Marine barracks about six blocks southeast of the White 

House.  …  We three Princeton boys made a good record on the range. Ed and I made sharp shooters 

and Frank made first class rifleman. We will all be on French soil before spring and the slogan is “Give 

‘em –” Pvt. Walter A. Kinas 



July 26, 1917 – Grocery store hours controversy. business 

Aug. 2, 1917 – Company D soldiers returned home until Monday morning. They leave for Camp Douglas 

next Monday. About 12 of the men are married and expected to be discharged. war 

Aug. 9, 1917 - Not enough men in first call to fill quota. Edw. B. Bartel is to appear Aug. 15. war 

Aug. 9, 1917 – Village board and a number of citizens discuss day current. Two reps of the electric 

company talked about estimated costs of new dynamo, water wheel etc. Cashier Olman submits list of 

80 subscribers interested in day current. “It seems to us that same would be brought on a paying basis 

and also would have tendency to bring in industries of some kind.” No action. Also table discussion of 

numbering houses and placing street signs for the purpose of city delivery. Electricity improvement 

  

Aug. 9, 1917 – Shots fired at car with Miss Peggy Novak and Clarence Krueger out for drive Monday 

evening on the Berlin road. Next week J.A. Steinke places ad saying he strictly forbids autos and persons 

on my premises who come there for the purpose of loafing around at a late hour. Bartel 

Aug. 16, 1917 – Former Postmaster Frank Tucker dies In Rhinelander. history 

Aug. 16, 1917 – G.A. Krueger retired from business recently and leased his meat market to R.A. Luedtke. 

Krueger came here in 1876. Mr. Luedtke, who conducted his market in the Green building on lower 

Water Street, took possession of the new stand last Monday. A.A. Krueger goes to Wautoma in  few 

days to engage in the garage business. 

Aug. 16, 1917 – Eight auto loads from this city went to Camp Douglas last Sunday to see the soldiers. 

war 

Aug. 16, 1917 – Dance at Turner Hall to the music of the Krueger-Marquardt orchestra. Led by Helmuth 

Krueger. entertainment 

Aug. 23, 1917 – AA Krueger leaves Princeton for Wautoma where he is interested in the Drake Garage 

Co.  business 

Aug. 23, 1917 – Frank Tucker obit. Arrived in 1850 with parents. Enlisted at age of 15. 36th Wisconsin 

regiment. Wounded twice at Cold Harbor. Was postmaster 16 years. history 

Aug. 23, 1917 – Green Lake County Red Cross asked to knit, provide 250 sweaters, 250 mufflers, 250 

pairs of wristlets, 250 pairs of socks. Yarn expected soon.  war 

Aug. 30, 1917 – Who? discharged on account of being physically deficient. war 

Aug. 30, 1917 – Teacher assignments to country schools. 

Sept. 6, 1917 – Newspaper and local businessmen unhappy with State Highway Commission plan to allot 

a trunk line, as the roads are called under the Federal Road Law, across the county through Green Lake 

and Princeton, and north from Green Lake to Berlin, or 27 miles of road. Waushara allocated 80 miles 

and Marquette 40. Improvement progress 



Sept. 6, 1917 – Tax war profits. Senator LaFollette has scored another victory. He has forced the senate 

to take up and approve his proposition of taxing excessive war profits. He has done this by choking the 

facts down the throat of an ignorant and supine congress. The senate hated to take the course of 

Senator LaFollette. True to its tradition it squirmed and squeezed to withhold war taxes from excessive 

war wealth. But La Follette stood there with his flaming sword. Since Senator LaFollette introduced his 

bill, the senate committee on finance has added $500 million to its levy on war profits. And the end is 

not yet. One by one, congressmen are beginning to see, and to have courage to assert, that this war for 

the U.S. must be paid for by those who have profited or are profiting by the great struggle across the 

sea. Senator LaFollette may be trusted to keep up the good work. War politics 

Sept. 6, 1917 – Play at Turner Theatre. entertainment 

Sept. 6, 1917 – Others follow Wisconsin Idea. The Wisconsin state Council of Defense is being held up as 

a model in many states in the union.  One of the first things accomplished in Wisconsin was to increase 

the acreage of crops for the season of 1917. Now, with that crop ready for the harvest, the problem of 

marketing is to be taken up. War  

Sept. 13, 1917 – Sunday, sept. 16, at Turner Hall, Mary Pickford, the sweetest actress in the world, in the 

Paramount feature “Little Pal” Admission 10 and 15c entertainment 

Sept. 13, 1917 – Road Com. Herbert Paull and his crew of men who have completed the road work on 

the Markesan road commencing at the creamery and going south, commenced  his work to macadamize 

North Farmer Street commencing near the North Western depot. … The stretch of road he has 

completed leading up the hill from the creamery is a fine and well constructed piece of macadam. … It 

was badly needed, for the road in that particular place was very sandy and hilly. progress 

Sept. 13, 1917 – A real estate deal was consummated last week whereby S.E. Morse becomes owner of 

the Morse farm, having purchased J.F. Morse’s interest. This is one of the finest farms in this part of the 

state, consisting of 200 acres. 

Sept. 13, 1917 – The Red Cross chapter of Green Lake County has shipped a huge box of supplies to the 

central headquarters at Chicago. The women of the county have been making garments and hospital 

supplies for several weeks and they now have ready for shipment a large number of pillow cases, bedf 

sheets, bed shirts, pajamas, hot water bag covers, shoulder wraps, napkins, handkerchiefs, wash clothes, 

tray clothes, wristlets, scarfs and bed socks. war 

Sept. 13, 1917 – Wednesday, Sept. 5, a number of our saloon keepers were arrested on a charge of 

selling liquors on Sunday. They were taken before Justice R. Ellinger at Green Lake and there pleaded 

guilty of the offense and paid a fine together with the cost of $34.84. Our policeman John Nowak also 

was arrested on Thursday of last week for neglect of his official duty and taken before Justice Ellinger. 

His case was adjourned until Sept. 21st. Dist. Atty. Philip Lehner was arrested by Policeman Nowak last 

Friday for assault and battery and was taken before Justice Megow. Mr. Lehner however asked for a 

change of venue and the trial was held at Berlin before Justice Engelbrecht where the case was 

dismissed. Tuesday and Wednesday of this week proceedings were conducted by Justice Englebrecht, 

Sheriff Williams and Dist. Atty. Philip Lehner in the Village Hall behind closed doors. Just what warrants 

will issue as a result of these proceedings will not be known for several days. politics 



Sept. 13, 1917 – Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nowak and son Frank and Mr. Nowak’s mother, Mrs. Anna Nowak, 

autoed to Berlin last Sunday and were during the day visitors with relatives. bartel 

Sept. 13, 1917 – Kidman & Merrill grocery. business 

Sept. 20, 1917 – Mrs. Myrtle Sommers who has conducted a restaurant and grocery business for the 

past three years, has sold same to Mr. William Steifner. Where? 

Sept. 27, 1917 – Another list of men to report. war 

Sept. 27, 1917 – the furniture and undertaking establishment which has been conducted under the firm 

name of H. Warnke & Son since the opening of business in February 1905 has changed its name last 

Monday afternoon and is now conducted by Alfred F. Warnke, the junior member, who through a deal 

has become sole owner, he having purchased his father’s interest.  

Oct. 4, 1917 – Second contingent of drafted men leave for Camp Grant at Rockford, Illinois, Wed. oct. 3. 

Received uniforms, declared allegiance to country. Large crowd at Thrashers Hall, Green Lake, speeches, 

songs, etc. Group includes W.R. Radschweit, Stanish Sondalla and Rich. Mannweiler, of Princeton, 

among the seven total. war 

Oct. 4, 1917 – Mr. and Mrs. Albert Polfuss rent American House from J.E. Hennig. Business 

Oct. 4, 1917 – Banks selling Liberty Bonds. Green Lake county Liberty loan committee. Essay contest on 

the liberty loan, what it is and why invest in it. war 

Oct. 11, 1917 – John Bartol appointed policeman. John is one of our husky and sturdy young men and 

we believe that he will endeavor at all times to make himself worthy of the office. politics 

Oct. 11, 1917 – Oscar h. Lichtenberg appointed justice of peace to fill vacancy caused by death of 

Edward Harroun. politics 

Oct. 11, 1917 – Passed Oct. 4. The Village board passes ordinance re: saloons. All saloon keepers shall 

remove all curtains, shades, artificially frosted windows, obstructions from all windows so that entire 

interior is viewable from exterior. Cannot sell or give away intoxicating liquors in any place or room not 

exposed to public view from front window. Can only sell from bar room and ordered to remove all 

rooms (wine rooms) separately partitioned from the bar room. No sales to females unless accompanied 

by husband, parent or guardian. Fine $25 and loss of license. Politics  

Oct. 11, 1917 – Road Com. T.J. Paull commenced grading the Princeton-Green Lake road in the town of 

Brooklyn, commencing at the Lawson road and we understand he also began quarrying stone which is to 

be used for the macadam of the road. It is contemplated that the road between Princeton and Green 

Lake is to be completed between now and next summer. progress 

Oct. 11, 1917 – Friday, Oct. 19th. Opera House, Princeton. First time at popular prices. D.W. Griffith’s 8th 

Wonder of the World “The Birth of a Nation” 18000 people, 3000 horses. Cost $500,000. Worth $5 a 

seat. Admission 25-50-75C entertainment 

Oct. 18, 1917 – Letter from Sgt. Walter “Wallie” Wahoski, Camp McArthur, Waco, Texas, Oct. 7, 1917 – 

Co. B, 128 Inf. N.G., 64th brigade. The badger Guards are now all at Waco. The strength of the entire 

force of Wisconsin is approximately 16,000 excluding the Michigan troops which are also stationed here. 



We were the balance of the Second Wisconsin Regiment to arrive here last Monday. … 16 weeks of 

intensive training.  war 

Oct. 18, 1917 – Stanish Bartol, of Berlin, formerly of Black Creek, was a visitor in this city last Saturday. 

bartel 

Oct. 18, 1917 – Theo. Radtke improving interior of his saloon. business 

Oct. 25, 1917 – Miss Bernace Bartol went to Milwaukee for a several days’ visit with her cousin. bartel 

Oct. 25, 1917 – Fred Page sells stock farm in town of Princeton to Frank Giese. 

Oct. 25, 1917 – Wilson puts end to all trading with the enemy. 70 Americans die; transport sunk by 

German diver. war 

Nov. 1, 1917 – New prices at picture show. Children 9 cents plus 1 cent war tax; adults 13 cents, 2 cents 

war tax. entertainment 

Nov. 1, 1917 – Second Liberty Loan drive raises $150,000 in Princeton (Princeton State Bank, $100,000, 

First National Bank, $50,000, and tributary area and over $650,000 in county. war 

Nov. 1, 1917 – Joe Nickodem arrives from Milwaukee and was an over Sunday visitor with his parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Nickodem. Passed exam for rural mail carrier in Markesan but not sure he will accept 

it. bartel 

Nov. 8, 1917 – Younger Brothers at Turner Hall. entertainment 

Nov. 15, 1917 – The Princeton Junior Poultry Association had its first poultry show at the Princeton High 

School on Wednesday, Nov, 7. It was a great success. The coops in the agriculture room of the high 

school was used. About 100 entries came in. More crowing and cackling was never heard in the school 

house in its history. Schools in area dismissed for day to attend show. Farm progress 

Nov. 15, 1917 – In a deal recently transacted between O.R. Luedtke and his sister, Alma, who were 

combined owners of the Luedtke store building, the former became sole owner, having purchased the 

later’s one half interest. Alma selling her furniture and plans to move to Milwaukee. business 

Nov. 15, 1917 – Part of LaFollette speech. Leaving Senate? War politics 

Nov. 22, 1917 – Laf-A-Lot Club forms. Meet above H. Swed’s store. entertainment 

Nov. 22, 1917 – Stanish Hoffman seeks license for water lot 25. business 

Nov. 29, 1917 – Stella Nowak, daughter of Mr and Mrs. John Nowak, marries. bartel 

Nov. 29, 1917 – Dr. J.A. Froelich takes job at Mayo Bros hospital in Rochester, Minnesota. business 

Nov. 29, 1917 – VF Yahr opens holiday store in Eggleston building, next to Mrs. Worm’s millinery store. 

business 

Dec. 6, 1917 –  

Dec. 13, 1917 – Frank Mueller Jr joins Army in Milwaukee. Sent to Chicago and Jefferson, Mo., barracks. 

Then Camp Joseph Johnson, Florida.  war 



Dec. 20, 1917 – 

Dec. 27, 1917 – Congress passes dry resolution. National prohibition amendment goes to states. politics 

Dec. 27, 1917 – pix of Nickodem Bros. bartel 

Dec. 27, 1917 – Edward Bartel, who for the past four years has worked his father’s farm in the town of 

Brooklynn has purchased the Boodle farm of 352 acres and will be given possession on Jan. 1. He and his 

family will move on the farm next October. This is an excellent stock and grain farm. 

-- 

Jan. 10, 1918 – The Red Cross campaign in this city and vicinity closed Christmas with the splendid 

record of $215 in memberships. The result is gratifying to everyone interested in the campaign. war 

Jan. 10, 1918 – The county superintendent of schools has sent literature and directions to all the 

teachers and schools of the county urging that the children take part in the purchase of War Saving 

Stamps. Teachers and school boards should lay special stress on urging children to learn to save and to 

put their small savings to earning good interest by investing in thrift stamps sold by the government. In 

urging children to buy these small bonds (cost $4.12) which pay 4 percent compound interest, teachers 

and patrons are helping their children form habits of thrift, saving and accumulation that will stick to 

them thru life. … cash can be secured any time before the five years if desired. Any child or student can 

start with 25 cents and he or she will have all this year to complete the thrift card. … Jan. 31 – Everybody 

can start saving by buying a thrift card with one stamp for 25 cents. Then add 25 cents a week until you 

get a little over $4 and the government will issue you a little bond good for $5 in 1923. war 

Jan. 10, 1918 – First National Bank has good year. business 

Jan. 10, 1918 – Harry Drake left for Clintonville the forepart of the week where he has taken over the 

management of the Auto Truck Co. Mr. Drake being a man of wide experience in that line will make a 

most excellent man for the company.  …  The Drake Garage Co. of this city has been taken over by 

Herman Lichtenberg, Fr. Nickodem and A.A. Krueger, also the branch at Wautoma. Mr. Lichtenberg will 

have the management here while Mr. Krueger has the Wautoma office. business 

Jan. 17, 1918 – Princeton State Bank has best year in its 24-year history. business 

Jan. 17, 1918 – Dr. W.H. Fortner and wife left for Fort Riley, Kansas, where the doctor will take up his 

work as first lieutenant of the medical department. He will remain in Fort Riley some weeks preparatory 

to going to France. war 

Jan. 17, 1918 – Princeton Overall & Shirt Mfg. Company annual report. 6 percent dividend. Badger 

Sewing Co. is renting the building. business 

Jan. 24, 1918 – Barber Harry E. Tucker commits suicide. Opened shop in 1892. history 

Jan. 24, 1918 – First National Bank elects Erich Mueller president. George V. Kelley, vice president. O.C.. 

Olman still cashier. “The new president is a man of great business capacity and one of our solid business 

men of this county.” A resolution was spread on the minutes commending very highly the efficient 

services of the retiring President G.J. Krueger who has served the bank so long and well. business 



Jan 31, 1918 – There was recently a meeting of St. John’s Polish Catholic Congregation in which the 

pastor, officers and members discussed the ways in which they could aid and be loyal to the government 

during this time of great international crisis. It was decided that the congregation help in alleviating 

suffering among the sick and wounded soldiers and starving civilians across the waters by joining the 

Red Cross and help this great work that is being done by that organization in this nation. They therefore 

signed up in large numbers and Messrs. Bartol and Kasierski applied to the local headquarters here on 

Tuesday for 105 membership cards, buttons, etc. It was said that more of the congregation intend to 

join. … This large addition of members has great augmented the membership of the local Red Cross 

order. List of members follows. Nine Bartols at the top of the list. war 

Jan. 31, 1918 – In order to observe fuelless day every place of business in this city was closed on Monday 

excepting the drug stores. Grocery stores were kept open until noon hour. war 

Jan. 31, 1918 – Soldiers are compensated as follows: If you have neither wife nor living child, $30 per 

month. If you have wife but no child, $45; wife and one child, $55; wife and two children, $65; wife and 

three children or more, $75. If you have no wife but one living child, $40. If you have a widowed mother 

dependent on you for support, there is $10 additional monthly pay as stated above. war 

Feb. 7, 1918 – By John R. Commons, UW professor of political economy: The greatest hardship is on the 

boys who go to the front. Nobody can ever pay them what they are worth to the nation. But our nation 

is doing the next best thing. We have more than doubled the pay that soldiers got before the war. The 

dollar a day, beside food, clothing and expenses, which they now get while training and fighting is four 

times as much as the British soldier gets, eighteen times as much as the French and nine times as much 

as the Germans. Besides if they are disabled the government compensates them for the rest of their 

lives by giving them as high as $100 a month if totally disabled, in addition to teaching then new trades. 

war 

Feb. 7, 1918 – Princeton Cheese Association holds annual meeting. The new officers are Philip Lehner, 

president; John Wozniak, vice president; Anton Rozek, secretary; and John Kuharski, treasurer. At the 

meeting it was decided to pay 65 cents for butter fat, which means $2.60 for 4 percent milk. It was 

learned that John Mlodzik will receive the highest price per hundred of milk, he having had the highest 

test at the factory. Mr. Mlodzik will receive $3.64 per hundred pound of milk. … The farmer milks his 

cows to get a milk check and not merely to have food for his pigs. The milk check is the thing of prime 

importance and a farmer should sell everything he can get out of the milk and feed only the waste to the 

pigs. Business farm factory 

Feb. 7, 1918 – The Princeton Meat Market Association held their annual meeting at city hall last Tuesday 

afternoon. Members include St. Lese,, Herman Spooner, John Shew Sr., Julius Kohnke, Julius Schalow, 

Edw. Hardell, Wm. Seidel and Joseph Frost. business 

Feb. 7, 1918 – Red Cross has 515 members in Princeton and vicinity. war 

Feb. 7, 1918 – The Green Lake and Marquette County Shippers Assn. held annual meeting at city hall last 

Saturday afternoon. Emil Priebe, president; Joe Guderski, treasurer; Edw. Hardell, secretary. Directors: 

Emil Priebe, Adolph Prachel, Wm. Sommerfeldt, Frank Mechtel and Julius Kelm. A large shipment was 

made on Wednesday, Jan. 30. The total amount paid out by the association for stock that day tgotaled 

up to $5,797.53. business farm 



Feb. 14, 1918 – Fred W Page passes. 

Feb. 21, 1918 – At special meeting of village board Feb 14 it was decided to put the question of 

purchasing the mill channel before the election on April 2. The channel is owned by Messrs. Mueller, 

seidel, Gorr and Priske and is offered for sale to the village. Politics improvement 

Feb. 21, 1918 – Wm. Yunker left for Theresa, this state, to take over the flour and feed mill which he 

purchased recently. He has been in the milling business in our city for the past number of years. 

business 

Feb. 21, 1918 – Tuscania. 267 Americans killed off coast of Scotland. war 

Feb. 21, 1918 – Wilson speaks against peace terms offered by Kaiser. war 

Feb. 28, 1918 – Silver Wyandotte breeder H.O. Giese wins more awards. Business farm 

Feb. 28, 1918 – Freight train No. 36 east bound on last Thursday afternoon at about 4 o’clock, crashed 

into the afternoon passenger train in front of the station in this city, injuring about 20 people, six of 

them severely, while the rest of the passengers escaped with a severe shakeup. The passenger train, 

which is due here at 2:40 p.m. … was detained here on account of the snow plow which was to go ahead 

of the passenger, and was undergoing repairs and on that account the passenger was delayed the extra 

time. … The presence of mind exercised by engineer D.B. Foster (passenger train, of Fond du Lac) 

undoubtedly saved a disastrous wreck. When he saw the freight train approaching, he was well aware 

that they would be unable to stop in time, so he succeeded to release the brakes and get his engine in 

motion just when the freight train struck the passenger from the rear, burying itself in the vestibule. The 

cause of the accident is reported to be that the flag was not set out far enough to warn the freight crew 

that the passenger was still at the station. The passenger had a large number of people on board which 

were compelled to remain here until 9 o’clock that evening when a train was sent here from Fond du 

Lac. Aid and supper was given to the injured by the ME Aid Society. Dr. Chas. Powers, of Princeton, 

among those seriously injured. A brakeman on the freight was removed to hospital at Fond Du Lac. 

Railroad health 

Feb. 28, 1918 – American Red cross, Green Lake County chapter, report for first half of year, ending Jan. 

31, 1918 – 3200 members, $8,345.78 in war relief contributions. List of wide variety of bandages, pillow 

cases, sheets, towels, etc. as well as more than 2,300 knitted articles, including 463 sweaters, 769 pairs 

of socks, 495 wristlets, 142 helmets, 282 scarfs, 228 eye bandages, 91 sponges. war 

March 7, 1918 – Village board passes resolution to raise $12,000 y issuing bonds payable within 12 years 

in annual installments of $1,000 each, for the purpose of buying the water power now owned by the 

Princeton Light & Power Company, a co-partnership composed of Erich Mueller, W.E. Seidel, W.G. Gorr 

and Barney Priske. Special election set for April 2. Politics improvement 

March 7, 1918 – Cattle Fair not as well attended as anticipated because roads in bad condition. A large 

number of boys and girls were engaged while others returned home without help due to the high salary 

asked. The salaries paid for help ranged from $50 to $80 per month. 

March 7, 1918 – There will be a meeting at the Village Hall next Sunday afternoon at 2 o’clock for the 

purpose of forming a chapter of the Loyalty Legion. … Nearly 50 members joined. A number of speeches 

were made by citizens which were well received and loudly applauded. Officers: Frank Mueller, 



president; Fred Spooner, vice president; O.C. Olman, secretary; George H. Merrill, treasurer. Ex. 

Committee Erich Mueller, Fred Nickodem, Dr Racek. war 

March 14, 1918 – E.R. Prachel, ordinance department, son of Mr. and Mrs. August Prachel, writes 

parents from France, Feb. 17 – This is a very nice camp I am at right now, get all the eats we want, and 

nice bunks to sleep on and what more can a fellow ask. How is everything in Princeton. Have any of the 

boys joined the army or not? We boys sure have lots of good times lately as we are traveling around so 

much, have seen nearly all of western France. Some time ago I was at Tours, that sure is some town I 

will never forget that town. Talk about class. Sure find it there. war 

March 14, 1918 – John J. Bartol and family, who have for the past 22 years been residents of the town of 

Mecan, are now residents of the town of Princeton. The family recently moved on the Fred Page farm 

near Big Green Lake. This farm was purchased by Mr. Bartol last fall. Was Mecan town chairman for five 

years, also school clerk of his district for 13 years. Mr. Bartol has always made Princeton his trading 

center. Stock, grain and dairy farm. bartel 

March 14, 1918 – One of the worst blizzards ever raged in this vicinity passed thru here on last Saturday. 

Next morning snow drifts on our business streets were found from 6 to 8 feet in height. It was 

proclaimed by our older citizens the biggest blizzard in forty years. weather 

March 14, 1918 – District Attorney Philip Lehner issues reminder that aliens (person born in a foreign 

country and who has not obtained his complete naturalization papers) cannot vote. war 

March 14, 1918 – The Wisconsin Legislature has repudiated U.S. Senator Robert M. La Follette’s attitude 

on the world war. After a seventeen-hour session, the lower house went on record, by a vote of 53 to 

32, as opposing the senator’s stand. The Senate passed the La Follette condemnation measure more 

than a week ago. “We condemn Senator Robert M. LaFollette and all others who have failed to see the 

righteousness of our nation’s cause.” His defenders said war profiteers were behind the anti-LaFollette 

propaganda. Did U.S. Senate censure him? war 

March 21, 1918 – On last Monday evening at 8 o’clock when Charley Losinski started to drive home and 

about had his team of horses untied, which was stationed at the Borsack shop, they became frightened 

and ran away. They followed Washington street which leads into the river at the First National Bank, and 

crossed the dock and jumped head foremost into the stream. As the team was harnessed before a buggy 

they became entangled in the harness, and the river having at that place, at the present time, a depth of 

about 12 feet, nothing could be found of them until about an hour later when men in boats went in 

search and found them about 50 feet from the dock. Mr. Losinksi who held unto the lines for a distance 

was dragged along the street whereby he sustained an ugly flesh wound. His daughter, about 12 years of 

age, who was seated on the wagon, was thrown from same when it struck the pavement curb at the 

Fishkin store. Father and daughter were taken to the office of Dr. Doyle where the former had his 

wounds dressed. The little girl was not very badly injured. business 

March 21, 1918 – Liberty Loan Honor Flag announced. war 

March 28, 1918 – Householders to use not to exceed a total 1 1.2 pounds per week of wheat products 

per person. Victory bread containing the required percentage of substitutes … public eating places and 

clubs must observe two wheatless days per week, Monday and Wednesday. war 



March 28, 1918 – New Daylight Law on Easter morning. improvement 

March 28, 1918 – Editorials by Judge HE Megow regarding prohibition. The liquor business is a cog in the 

great industrial wheel of the village of Princeton. From a commercial point of view it is the great 

producing cog, instead of being a bare spot in the village of Princeton, ass the Prohibitionists would like 

to have the people believe. It is a most fertile and productive spot toward the support of the village of 

Princeton. Are we going to kill the goose that lays the golden egg? Are you, Mr. voter, going to be a 

party to help by your vote to destroy an industry that pays annually into the treasury of the village over 

$2,600, which is over one third of the whole amount required to pay the running expenses of the village 

for one year. … Who paid for our cement sidewalks all over our beautiful village equal to any in the 

state? Was it the dry business? No! But it was the saloon money that did it.  April 2, election Dry or Wet. 

politics 

March 28, 1918 – Liberty Loan campaign starts April 6. war 

March 28, 1918 – April election includes whether or not any person shall be licensed to deal or traffic in 

any spirituous, malt or intoxicating liquors or drinks as a beverage.  Also $12000 to buy mill ditch. 

Politics improvement 

April 4, 1918 – Erich Mueller elected president. Wet 201, Dry 76. For water power 74, Against  201. 

Politics improvement 

Water power vote April 4, 1918 

April 4, 1918 – O.R. Luedtke passes. At hospital in Milwaukee. history 

April 4, 1918 – American Army is ready to enter battle in France. “Have made all our resources available 

and our divisions will be used if needed. French are in fine spirit, and both armies seem confident.” 

Pershing. war 

April 4, 1918 – big ad for Theda Bara “Cleopatra” at Turner Theatre. entertainment 

April 4, 1918 – Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bartel, who for a number of years were residents of Ripon, have 

returned here and have taken up their home on the old homestead east of the city.  

April 11, 1918 – O.R. “Otto” Luedtke obit. Died at sanitarium. Had been to Hot Springs, Arkansas, in 

December for three weeks. Seemed better until about three weeks ago. Went to Moor Baths in 

Waukesha. History, health 

April 18, 1918 – Myrtle Sommers reopens the restaurant she formerly conducted for three years. 

business 

April 18, 1918 – Great necessity for increased food production, War Garden Movement. Congressman 

Davidson has this year allotted his entire quota of congressional seeds to committees and societies 

engaged in this movement. Seeds will be sent to each school district clerk to distribute to students who 

will cultivate vegetable gardens. war 

April 18, 1918 – Series of loyalty and patriotic meetings in county closed April 13. “Many have become 

aroused and a strong unified spirit exists in the whole county today as a result of all the people giving 

thot to the great issues and being stirred to action.” 80 patriotic speeches over 10 days. Every school 



house in the county was made a meeting place so the message was brought to the people. … Last Friday 

Princeton and vicinity were given a real patriotic treat. On last Monday Cashier H.J. Maxwell, chairman 

of County Liberty Loan and George V. Kelley of Publicity and Speakers Committee here, wired that the 

Jackie BAND and Judge Lueck would be here Friday. The band and Judge Lueck arrived by the noon train 

and were escorted thru Main street by citizens. The band played excellent music on the march. They 

were taken to Congo. Church parlors and a fine dinner was served the visitors by the ladies of the Red 

Cross. … At one o’clock the band gave a fine concert in front of the Turner Hall. The meeting was 

scheduled for the hall but on account of the very large crowd it was necessary to have an open air 

meeting. … The judge is a powerful orator and a thoroly patriotic man. He urged every man, woman and 

child to be up and doing to save our institutions, fine government and democracy. His plea was strong, 

forceable and patriotic. He was given loud and long applause.” About 20 cars came here at 4 o’clock and 

took the band and Judge Lueck to Wautoma. war 

April 25, 1918 – Letter from Sgt. Stanley F. Gwitt, Co. G, 107th Ammunition Train, to Philip Lehner: “We 

left Camp Merritt on the 1st of Feb. and arrived here somewhere in France on the – of Feb. The trip was 

long and tiresome, but we got here safe. The ship that went down left quite a few days ahead of us and 

a few of the boys that used to live in Princeton a few years ago were on it. I would like to tell you more 

about the journey, but I cannot. war 

April 25, 1918 – Princeton has been flying an Honor flag for over a week. Went over the top and is still 

selling bonds. We are proud of Princeton’s showing. The amount so far subscribed for at the banks is 

over $88,000. war 

April 25, 1918 – Joe Nickodem was an arrival from Milwaukee last Tuesday evening and will leave on 

Friday for Camp Grant with the contingent of soldiers. War bartel 

May 2, 1918 – Another contingent of Green Lake County men left for Camp Grant and Columbus 

barracks. Last Thursday evening our county seat, Green Lake, was the scene of an immense gathering of 

people from Green Lake County to participate in the program rendered at Thrashers Hall in behaf of the 

soldier boys which left for Camp Grant, Illinois, the following day. The hall was beautifully decorated 

with American flags and red, white and blue bunting and presented a fine appearance. The program for 

the evening, which had been carefully arranged by the County Council of Defense began at 8 o’clock and 

consisted of band music, orchestra, singing by the choir and audience, xylophone solo, etc. Mr. 

Goodnight, of Madison, was the speaker for the evening’s entertainment. … It is estimated that over 

thousand people from all parts of the county were present. The boys from the village and town of 

Princeton who left the following morning included Joe J. Nickodem, H. Wastrack, Richard R. Berger, 

Ignatz Polus, Roy E. Stewart, Alb. Wishlinski, John Stachoviak, George Hennig, Stanish Kalupa, Andrew 

Soda, Herm. Schroeder. … A similar ceremony held for those who left for Columbus Barracks, Ohio, and 

local boys included Emil Nighbor, Orlo V. Warnke, Frank Nowak, Adolph Hennig, Frank Schiefelbein. war 

May 9, 1918 – Telegrams were received here Saturday of three Princeton boys wounded in action. Frank 

Galobinski, Chas. Bartow and John Furman. They belonged to the famous Rainbow division of Fond du 

Lac and have been in France ever since last fall. These boys are gallantly fighting for liberty and freedom 

on the battle ground of Europe. They have been in the thick of battle the past weeks and while they 

were doing their part as brave and noble defenders to our flag, they in some way were struck down by 

the opposing forces in battle. This sad news brings the war right home to Princeton. Our very boys are in 

the awful struggle for might and blood. Are we all aroused to the situation? DFo we all feel the sacrifices 



that our boys are making for us?  …  According to the best reports we learn that the boys’ injuries are 

not serious, and we look for the best reports for them in the future. war 

May 9, 1918 – Princeton State Bank increases capital to $60,000. “This is a big step in Princeton banking 

history.” business 

May 9, 1918 – Alfred Warnke, who has been conducting a successful furniture and undertaking business 

in our village for the past fourteen years, recently made a deal with Alfred Sommerfeldt whereby the 

later took over the ownership. We understand Mr. Warnke has an inclination to enlist and to France to 

join the Grave Registration Corps. war 

May 16, 1918 – Stanley Olsheski, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Olsheski, a volunteer from here and now 

in the trenches of France, was seriously wounded in action last week. war 

May 16, 1918 – The Germania-Herold, Milwaukee German-lanugage newspaper, admits that Germany 

brought about this war for her own selfish ends.” Previously blamed English statesmen. war 

May 23, 1918 – The time freight of the C&W ry. Co. coming from the north and east bound on yesterday 

morning at 3 o’clock three miles west of the city was partly wrecked. A culvert underneath the tracks 

not being of sufficient size to take the heavy flow of water caused by the heavy rain, gave away causing 

a washout beneath the road bed. All of the train had passed over the opening, but last two cars loaded 

with lumber and the caboose which were derailed. Conductor Hollister was badly bruised. Railroad 

health 

May 30, 1918 – A deal was consummated last Wednesday between the O.R. Luedtke Estate and Hyman 

Swed whereby the latter takes over the stock of general merchandise of the former. Mr. Swed has also 

rented the estate building and took immediate possession. He will also continue the business he is now 

conducting in the Rev. A. Hoyer block. business 

June 6, 1918 – US must cut use of wheat by one-half. Ration per person is 1.5 pounds of wheat products 

weekly. war 

June 6, 1918 – John Kasierski, chair of Red Cross drive in town of Princeton. wr 

June 6, 1918 – Emma Mueller, 18-year-old daughter of Erich Mueller, drowns at Palmyra during outing 

with Commercial Club of Whitewater. health 

June 6, 1918 – Drake Garage expects Fordson tractors to arrive soon. improvement 

June 13, 1918 – Next to Kin Club forms, as requested by government, as branch of Loyalty Legion. Dues 

25 cents. Frank Mueller chairman. war 

June 13, 1918 – St. john’s Polish church dedicates new American Flag and the Service Flag. Speeches in 

English and Polish. … The parents of the boys who have gone into the service were called to the front 

pews of the church and a very impressive address was given in their behalf by the pastor (Chylewski). He 

thoroly explaining that their service flag was adorned with sixty stars which indicates that that many of 

their young men had gone forward to fight for their country. Mr. Kielpinski, vice president of the Polish 

Association of Milwaukee, gave a fine and well-prepared address and explaining the meaning of the 

flags in well chose words of the Polish language. Supt. George V. Kelley gave a well-chosen address in 

the English language.  war 



June 13, 1918 – Area residents collect money for Joe Kwiatkowski, whose farm buildings and property 

burned a while ago. fire 

June 13, 1918 – Liquor license applications: water lot 29, O. Tassler; Commercial Hotel, C.L. Schendel; 

Lot 1, block E, O.M. Maulick; Lot 4, block C, Stanish Lese; lot 8, block D, Theo. Radtke; Lot 4-5, block D, 

Andrew Drill; block 7, corner 2nd and Main, John Lehman; water lot 25, Stanish Hoffman. 3 other 

paragraphs blacked out. Part of Lot 4, block. Louis Miller; E 25 feet of W 53 feet of water Lot 26, 

premises of John Haas, Albert Kinas; Lots 6-7, block C, M.M. Bednarek. politics 

June 20, 1918 – Householders are not allowed to buy more than one-quarter pounds of clear beef 

weekly or 1.5 pounds including the bone per person in the household. … Due to submarine losses of 

sugar and ships, no consumer can hereafter buy more than 2 pounds of sugar at a time, 5 pounds for 

those in country. Households should regulate themselves to 3 pounds per month for each member of 

the family. … Loyalty Legion meeting … Princeton and vicinity quota for War Saving Stamps amounts to 

$40,000, which means each individual’s share is $16.50 but individuals may purchase up to $1,000. war 

June 20, 1918 – PHS graduation. 13 in class. Frieda Luedtke valedictorian, Arthur Luedtke salutatorian. 

school 

June 20, 1918 – Alfred Warnke goes to Milwaukee to enlist. (Wife and little daughter). Later stationed at 

Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, in hospital corps. war 

June 20, 1918 – John Shew, our soft drinks manufacturer, has recently installed in his factory a new 

piece of machinery called Sterilizing Outfit. Same is fully equipped with a paddle which eliminates 

breakage of the bottles. It has a rinser, a brush and washer, and is operated by steam. The capacity is 

about 300 bottles. A very strong solution is used in the vJuly 4, t for cleaning the bottles and when taken 

fro the solution, they are elevated into the rinsing tank. Bottles going through a process of this kind are 

absolutely cleaned in the finest manner possible.  …  He is one of the first who received a state license. 

business 

June 27, 1918 – H. Swed ad – Special bargains at the O.R. Luedtke and Rev. Hoyer buildings for eight 

days June 29-July 6. business 

July 4, 1918 – Mr. Lehner receives letter from Stanley Gwitt telling him that he had been transferred 

close to the front and that he can hear the roar of the cannon. He also writes that he watched a battle 

between two planes which looked about like canary birds from where he was. He says the Wisconsin 

infantry are now in first line trenches and are doing good work. … Sgt. Stanley F. Gwitt, Co. G, 107th 

Ammunition Train, American Expeditionary Forces, France. Earlier letter … I am sure that the next drive 

will put an end to the war as the German soldiers are refusing to fight. war 

July 4, 1918 – We have recently organized here a Next of Kin Division of the Loyalty Legion, the purpose 

of which organization is to form a closer union of the parents and near relatives of our soldier boys. … 

Assembling addresses to publish in Republic, which will help soldiers communicate with each other as 

well. war 

July 4, 1918 – Annual school meeting. W.W. Whittemore re-elected treasurer, Dr. A.G. Giese is clerk. 

Robert Schaal director?? school 



July 4, 1918 – Leo Bartol, brother John and sons John and Walter autoed to Waupun Saturday morning 

and visited with their sister, Mrs. F. Bernard and family. From there they went to Fort Atkinson and 

visited with Peter Bartol and family. bartel 

July 4, 1918 – County and town councils of defense meet in Green Lake last Monday afternoon: It was 

voted to make a test of the nonessential occupations and to ask all between 16 and 55 to procure a job 

at some productive occupation. It was also voted that village and city residents register to do farm work 

during harvest times. It was determined to bring all people guilty of disloyal remarks or action before 

the council committee where evidence in the case will be taken by the Dist. Atty. The sheriff is to 

summon the persons before the committee. war 

July 4, 1918 – Monday July 8 at 1 o’clock 21 more Green Lake County boys leave for Columbus barracks. 

war 

July 11, 1918 – Last Friday evening a large crowed gathered to do honor to our boys that have gone to 

the front. The Loyalty Legion headed by the G.A.R. marched from the City Hall to the street center 

where the flag was raised. All joined in singing America. The new Service Flag contains 88 stars,, which 

shows that Princeton and vicinity is doing her part to back Uncle Sam in this great world struggle for 

Democracy. … next week … The only marring feature of the flag dedication on last Friday evening was 

the fact that several of our prominent citizens made themselves conspicuous by their deliberate 

absence. war 

July 11, 1918 – Part list of addresses of soldiers over there. Private Bernard Kasierski, HQ, Co. 16th 

Infantry. Gwitt. Bartos. Mashuda. Prachel.  war 

July 11, 1918 – No loads or engines weighing more than ten tons are permitted to pass over the Fox 

River bridge in the Village of Princeton unless the driver shall first plank the bridge over that portion 

across which the wheels run. improvement 

July 18, 1918 – Letter from John “Jack::  Zodrow, 107 T.M.B., in France to Carl (Schendel?): “At this 

present writing I am behind the firing lines. I never realized that I was in war, but I do now. Ha! Ha. I did 

not sleep a wink last night as the roar from the big runs kept me awake all night. The whole 32nd Division 

is at the front. So now I might have a chance to see the Princeton boys. I have seen Benny Labojeski and 

he is looking fine. … I saw three aeroplane battles the other day. Well, Squash, it sure is a great sight to 

watch. … They fly so high at times that you can’t see them in a clear day with a naked eye, but you can 

hear the motor run. … While at sleep, we have our (gas) mask close to our side. war 

July 18, 1918 – Letter from Frank Mueller: Do all you can and gibe all you feel you can spare for the 

various organizations such as Red Cross, YMCA, American Library Association, etc. The good they are 

doing over here cannot be overestimated. war 

July 18, 1918 – Householders may buy 25 pounds of sugar for canning. war 

July 18, 1918 – More addresses of boys over there. war 

July 18, 1918 – Sunday, July 14th, was an eventful day in Catholic circles in Princeton dues to the part of 

the new institution of a new court of Catholic Foresters, known as St. John Court No. 1370. Thirty young 

men were initiated into the society, which is the largest and strongest Catholic insurance society on the 



American continent, having a membership of over 150,000 men with a reserved fund of nearly $8 

million. catholic 

July 18, 1918 – In accordance with request from GLC Council of Defense, President Erich Mueller is 

compiling a list of volunteer farm laborers composed of Princeton business men. It you have not already 

volunteered for such service, do not delay. … Reasonable wages will be paid. war 

July 25, 1918 – Judge H.E. Megow running for Assembly and Philip Lehner for Congress. politics 

July 25, 1918 – More addresses of boys over there. war 

July 25, 1918 – Tuesday evening 106 of our boys were given a farewell reception before leaving for 

Camp Grant. Probably 4000 people attended. Over 500 cars were parked on the streets of Green Lake. 

war 

July 25, 1918 – St. John Polish school picnic proceeds $1,217. catholic 

July 25, 1918 – Trooper Arthur Fields, recently released from service, speaks Aug. 1 at Turner Hall. “Over 

There.” A thrilling lecture and motion pictures illustrating currents events in the world’s war. 

July 25, 1918 – Amandus Tassler, our former townsman, but of late a resident of Neshkoro and at the 

head of a garage, rented the garage of Wm. Knaack, this city, who recently left for a cantonment to 

become one of Uncle Sam’s fighting men. business 

July 25, 1918 – Hyman Swed and family, formerly residents on E. Main Street, have moved their 

household goods in the second story of the O.R. Luedtke building and are now residents there. business 

July 25, 1918 – Ad for Fordson Tractor Demonstration. Friday, Aug. 2. See this machine work, plow and 

haul at Anton Nowak’s farm 2 1-2 miles east of Princeton. Sponsored by Drake’s Garage. Farm 

improvement progress 

Aug. 8, 1918 – U.S. Rep. James H. Davidson dies at capital. Hospitalized for five weeks. politics 

Aug. 8, 1918 – Letter from John Zodrow: “I wish you could have seen our dug out. I don’t mind the looks, 

but the rats, no matter where you look were rats. …. In one woods I saw there was not a tree standing. 

All were shot down with some heavy artillery. It sure does look spooky, and so does No Man’s Land. One 

night the machine gun bullets were coming over like a hail storm. war 

Aug. 8, 1918 – The American Defense Society appoints Mrs. Elmer D. Morse a member of the Women’s 

National Committee, to represent this district. “German agents in our midst are not a figment of the 

imagination, but a very real danger,” states Mrs. Morse. “The first thing you can do is to concern 

yourself with the desperate activities of the German Empire in this country. Some of these activities are 

political; others are industrial – attempts at dynamiting our war plants and burning buildings. Still others 

are in the realm of propaganda – spreading propaganda under the guise of peace talk.” war 

Aug. 8, 1918 – Tom Olsheski, father of Stanley, receives letter Stanley dictated to nurse in a hospital 

somewhere in Paris, France. “The first of May I was wounded in the shoulder, but not badly. I’ll be able 

to fight again. I’m not suffering so much now. … Mother, don’t worry about me, for the nurses and 

doctors take good care of me. war 



Aug. 15, 1918 – Letter from Lt. W.H. Fortner, M.R.C.: You at home cannot appreciate this war and what 

our boys are doing for you. After seeing the brave fight they are putting up, I cannot help but just love 

them with all my heart. I cannot do too much for them; neither can the people at home do too much for 

them.  … When they are injured, it is oft times hard to get them into an ambulance and go to the 

hospital. They want another chance at the enemy. war 

Aug. 15, 1918 – On last Monday a deal was consummated between Drake Garage Co. and A.E. Schultz, 

of Kewaunee, whereby the latter became the owner of the former stock, supplies, autos, etc. and will 

take possession on Monday, Aug. 19. The former owners were A.A. Krueger, Frank Nickodem, Herman 

Lichtenberg. … ON account Mr. NIckodem going into Uncle Sam’s service as truck driver and Mr. 

Lichtenberg expecting his call at almost any date for the same position, prompted the firm to dispose of 

their large business. Mr. Schultz, a former citizen of Neshkoro, has been engaged in the farm implement, 

auto and auto repair business for a large number of years.  … New garage is Schultz & Barnhart - 

business 

Aug. 15, 1918 – Williams Sommerfeldt, of the T. St. Marie, whose brother left yesterday for Indianapolis 

in training for truck driver for Uncle Sam, took over the furniture and undertaking establishment and will 

conduct the business on the same lines here to for. business 

Aug. 15, 1918 – Principal C.J. Kreilkamp for four years principal of our schools, was recently notified that 

he has been appointed factory inspector.  … Aug. 22 – Last Monday the school board elected Prin. Chas. 

Fulton, of Lowell, as supervising principal of our schools. Prin. Tarney, who was engaged some weeks 

ago, sent in his resignation to the board last Saturday.  … Mr. Fulton can direct athletics, teach manual 

training and agriculture in conjunction with the regular school studies. Kreilkamps move to Superior. 

school 

Aug. 22, 1918 – Letter from Sgt. Wallie Wahoske, Co. B., 128th Infantry. We are now back for a rest in a 

rest village, near the front lines. I think we need a rest, after being in a scuffle with the Boche, and we 

certainly made him pay dearly for his attempt. Early one morning the Boche sent over a deadly barrage 

of heavy explosives and continued for a long time, after which the waves of Boche came creeping up in 

an attempt to take possession of our lines. Despite the heavy shelling and clouds of smoke screen, our 

lines were held rigid against the foe. Our losses were very light, but the Boche paid heavily with men and 

material. They tried many inhuman tricks, which also failed to them. They found the American boys 

ready and wide awake.  … “Gem,” can you picture us over here, some nights in the lonely listening posts 

out in the desolation of No Man’s Land, with the continuous mumble and shriek of big guns and bullets, 

flares and flashes and death lurking on every hand? Oft times our thoughts are turned to home and the 

things we left behind. … We love and long for our mail, every soldier does. Therefore, we like long 

letters with lots of news, such as what has happened in the old home town, and things like that that 

seem like trivial happenings at home are of the most interest to us. war 

Aug. 22, 1918 – Numerous complaints are being entered by our citizens that their children are stopped 

on the streets after dark by young boys who are attired to imitate the “hooded terror.” The police are 

out and looking for these youngsters, and we would warn them to refrain from such foolish ideas.” 

Politics war 



Aug. 22, 1918 – ON Sept. 1, every clergyman in the state of Wisconsin will be requested to make a 

special sermon for Victory week – the week in which Wisconsin will do all honor to her boys across the 

seas. war 

Aug. 29, 1918 – Lt. W. H. Fortner, M.R.C., American Red Cross Hospital No. 1,  APO 702, AEF, who was a 

doctor at Princeton before entering the service early in 1918, has written an interesting letter to Dr. 

Henry Twohig in which he says that German women are found operating machine guns and that German 

soldiers are driven into the fight at the point of bayonets. …. You may expect me to tell you how long the 

war is going to last. Well, I don’t know. A great many think that it will finish this fall, but personally I 

think we will have to wait until next spring to give them the final blow. The German soldier’s morale is 

running very low. Many are found to be chained to their artillery when captured. war 

Aug. 29, 1918 – Loyalty Legion to organize a Home Guard. Fourteen young men have so far signed the 

petition. The following day over 60 signatures procured. war 

Aug. 29, 1918 – Chiropractor J.E. Brewer opens office above Swed store in the Rev. A.G. Hoyer block. 

business 

Aug. 29, 1918 – new list of addresses for boys over there. war 

Sept. 5, 1918 – Megow, Lehner lose in election. politics 

Sept. 5, 1918 – Last Saturday Mr. and Mrs. Leo Schewe took charge of the American House. Mr. and 

Mrs. L.J. Whittemore, who had charge of the place, took up their residence in the Oscar Tassler building. 

Mr. Whittemore is employed in the jewelry store of C.L. Schendel. business 

Sept. 5, 1918 – Walter S. Bartell who enlisted and became one of Uncle Sam’s boys left for Indiana last 

Saturday. war 

Sept. 12, 1918 – Some two weeks ago a petition was signed in this vicinity consisting of 78 enthusiastic 

and patriotic citizens to form a Home Guard Reserve Company. Impressive exercises were held at the 

Village Hall Friday evening. After the oath of office was administered and the ceremony completed, the 

following officers were elected: Captain, Charles Gerlach; first lieutenant, Erich Mueller; second 

lieutenant, H.J. Maxwell. Meeting to adopt constitution, bylaws will be ehld Friday evening. Drilling will 

begin at once and the Turner Hall has been engaged. war 

Sept. 12, 1918 – Ordinance outlines laws re: driving, parking autos. improvement 

Sept. 12, 1918 – A meeting of the Congregational church will be held Sept. 19 for the purpose of taking 

such action concerning the church property as may be deemed wise. School? 

Sept. 19, 1918 – Registration numbers? Aliens? war 

Sept. 19, 1918 – DW Eggleston, the landlord of the Riverside hotel, went to Milwaukee last Sunday and 

is employed at the ammunition works. War business 

Sept. 26, 1918 – The names of industrial slackers are to be published in Wisconsin newspaper if they do 

not leave nonessential occupations and seek work which will help win the war. Work or fight rule. 

Wisconsin State Council of Defense. No man shall occupy a position which can be filled by a woman. 

Among the occupations construed as nonessential are positions as clerks in stores, attendants of all 



kinds, bartenders and employees in all soft drink and refreshment parlors, and more. The object of the 

order is to fill the ranks of labor in munition and other government industries which are short 150,000 

men at this time. war 

Sept. 26, 1918 – Questionnaire work at village hall. Draft info. war 

Sept. 26, 1918 – No publisher may continue subscriptions that expire unless renewed and paid for in 

advance. war 

Sept. 26, 1918 – An airship which flew over our little city created quite an excitement. It came from a 

southerly direction and flew toward the northwest. The craft was manned by two persons. … A large 

crowd of our citizens turned out and watched the flight as long as it was visible. .. Sgt. G.J. Barthorp, of 

Fox Lake, and Lt. Howard Bretting going from Camp Rantoul ??? to Ashland covering a distance of 500 

miles. They left Ashland about 1 p.m. Tuesday and were sighted here about 11:30 a.m. Wednesday. This 

is the first cross-country flight in Wisconsin. war 

Oct. 3, 1918 – Alfred Sommerfeldt, stationed at Anapolis, has Spanish influenza. war 

Oct. 3, 1918 – “Les Terribles,” the terrible fighters, is the name given by the French to the 32nd Division 

which includes Wisconsin regiments and which has recently distinguished itself with Gen. Mangin’s army 

north of Scissous. “The performance of this division north of Soissous cinches its title of being one of the 

American crack divisions,” writes Edwin L. James, war correspondent with the American army in France, 

to the New York Times.  …  It was won the distinction of breaking the German hold on the Bois Meuniere 

after six vain attacks, and it was these soldiers who took Cierges. The village changed hands nine times 

in bitter contest between these boys from Michigan and Wisconsin and the German Jaegers and 

Prussian Guards. … The 32nd division thus won a splendid name for bravery and initiatibve.” war 

Oct. 3, 1918 – The latter part of last week the sad news came here per telegram that Priv. Bernard 

Kasierski, who volunteered at the beginning of the war and became a member Co. D, of Ripon, drowned 

in France on August 21st but that his body had been recovered. There were no other particulars given, 

but it is surmised that he with his comrades in crossing a bridge the structure was hit by a shell and was 

thrown into the stream. Bernard was transferred into another company and belonged to H.Q. Co. 16th 

Infantry. Word was received last Sunday afternoon by Mr. and Mrs. Grzybowski, this city, that their son 

Joseph was killed on the battle field the fore part of August. Mr. and Mrs. Wargulla, north of Princeton, 

have been notified that their son Peter lost his life fighting for his country last August. Peter will be 

remembered by a large number of our boys as a former employee of the John Roberts barbershop.  war 

Oct. 3, 1918 – Call No. 1366 canceled (32 names) war 

Oct. 3, 1918 – Fourth Liberty Loan campaign. war 

Oct. 10, 1918 – Bernard Kasierski telegram received by his brother John. Benny, as he was familiarly 

called, was born on April 8, 1891, and was therefore at the time of his death 27 years, 4 months and 13 

days of age. He was born in the town and Princeton and practically resided here all his life. He joined Co. 

D. of Ripon at the b beginning of the war. From Ripon he went to Camp Douglas, then to Waco, Texas, 

and later to France. Sgt. Joseph Gebert of this city was born on Dec. 17, 1888, and was at the age of 209 

years, 8 months and 14 days. His years were spent in Princeton with the exception of the last few years 

when he was employed in the city of Ripon. He was a member of the Ripon company several years 



before war was declared and was on the Mexican border for a period of 9 months and in France six 

months. That Sgt. Gebert was a true soldier in every sense of the word has been proven in many ways 

since he entered the service. His comrades have told of the splendid manner in which they have been 

treated by their superior officer. His rank has been twice advanced which is a marked tribute to his 

activities. He has also been in several big battles. Official notice was received last Thursday, Oct. 3rd, that 

Jac Lese was killed in action the latter part of August. Jac enlisted with the Ripon company at the 

beginning of the war and went overseas last March. He was born west of this city on April 11, 1891, and 

was at the age of 27 years and 4 months. war 

Oct. 10, 1918 – Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steinkrans of the town of Manchester were brought before the 

Council of Defense by Sheriff Williams on Monday to answer the charge of disloyalty and to obstructing 

the sale of U.S. bonds. It was found that at a patriotic meeting recently held by the Council of Defense in 

his district that when his name was called he answered “pro-German” and in the same meeting said he 

had not one cent for bonds. His record was further looked into and it was found that he never 

contributed to Red Cross, YMCA, Salvation Army and War Saving Stamps. The pair have taken a different 

attitude to government requests and showed themselves disloyal in the eyes of the Council of Defense. 

The council recommended that they be turned over to Federal Dist. Atty. And prosecuted according to 

U.S. laws. The penalty is from 3 to 20 years in Fort Leavenworth and $10,000 fine. war 

Oct. 10, 1918 – Lt. Irving L. Kinkel, of the 126th infantry: I am at present in a hospital, getting along very 

nicely. I was gassed Sunday, Aug. 4th but expect to be back with my company in a week or two. You 

perhaps have read all about our drive on the Chateau-Thierry front. We advanced about 25 miles in five 

days. My company was in the front lines during most of the advance. … The fields and woods are 

covered with German dead. I will never forget the first dead I seen, but on soon gets used to it. … Well 

dear folks I really believe we will soon be back home, for the German prisoners we took say that the 

soldiers are discouraged and worn out. war 

Oct. 10, 1918 – The Republic is in receipt of news that Stanish Wahstack of this city and in Uncle Sams 

service over there has received four bullet holes thru his arm inflicted by a German machine gun at the 

close range of 30 feet. He has recently returned and is confined to a hospital at Ellis Island, New York. 

war 

Oct. 17, 1918 – Description of what happens when men selected for military service. war 

Oct. 17, 1918 – Sgt. Earl Smith, formerly of this city and of late a resident of Oshkosh, dies of Spanish 

Influenza. Walter Schewe in critical condition at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, with Spanish Influenza. war 

Oct. 17, 1918 – Princeton has very promptly taken steps to stop the spread of the influenza epidemic 

before it reaches the proportions it has in other places. The disease has gained a foot hold in many cities 

throughout the entire country so rapidly that last Thursday we were forced to realize the serious 

condition. It is required of each and all that we maintain the highest possible degree of efficiency in 

order to meet the war requirements. While our armies are making such magnificent progress, it is up to 

us to keep things going on which they depend. The harvesting of crops, Red Cross work and other war 

relief activities must go on. The importance of action was impressed upon local authorities from the 

State Board of Health urging every place of public gathering be discontinued for the present and it was 

recommended that the following places be included in the closing order: schools, churches, movie 



houses, dance halls, billiard halls, public meetings, etc. It is up to every citizen to use all energy and 

avoid public gatherings and meetings and assist in stamping out this dreaded malady. health 

Oct. 17, 1918 – Berlin has 500 cases of Spanish Influenza. There have been about a dozen deaths so far. 

One family has had three deaths. health 

Oct. 17, 1918 – Sylvester Rutkowski dies of pneumonia on the fighting line in France. Weeks later 

parents Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Rutkowski get letter from Miss Mary Reilly, a nurse that cared for him in his 

last illness. Received last rites. “I am sending you the Sacred Heart badge he worse. I pinned it on him 

several days before he died and asked our dear Lord to save him to his family, but it was not our Lord’s 

wish and he took him into a happier home, I hope. I want you to be consoled with the thought that he 

was a good boy and died a happy death.” war 

Oct. 17, 1918 – The Fourth Liberty Bond sale closed at midnight Oct. 19. Green Lake County as usual 

went over the top and subscribed her full quota as asked by Uncle Sam.  war 

Oct. 24, 1918 – Walter Alex Schewe dies at Fort Leavenworth of pneumonia. 

Oct. 24, 1918 – Another letter from Lt. Dr. Fortner. war 

Oct. 31, 1918 – H.J. Maxwell, for 14 years cashier of the State Bank, has tendered his resignation to the 

board of directors on Oct. 14th. His resignation came as a sequence to his election to an advanced official 

position in a larger institution. Effective Nov 1. F.C. Krueger, formerly assistant cashier, elected to the 

cashiership. Maxwell sold part of his stock to Krueger but retained the balance and will remain a 

member of the board of directors. Maxwell was county chairman of the second third and fourth Liberty 

Loan drives. Krueger has worked at bank for past 13 years. Board gives Maxwell beautiful gold headed 

rosewood walking stick as token of their esteem. business 

Oct. 31, 1918 – Uniforms arrive for Home Guard. war 

Oct. 31, 1918 – There are quite a few cases of Spanish influenza in the surrounding vicinity, in the village 

however, very few cases are prevalent and again a very mild form. Thus far only one case turned out to 

be fatal and that occurred in the town of Mecan. health 

Nov. 7, 1918 – Following men to report to entrain for camp at Fort Logan, Texas, on Thursday, Nov. 14: 

Joe J. Bartol, Edw. J. Bartol, Leo T. Bartol. war 

Nov. 7, 1918 – Edward Drill, son of Andrew Drill, killed in France. 18 years, 7 months, 7 days. He enlisted 

in Milwaukee in July 1917. war 

Nov. 7, 1918 – Pvt. Albert L. Wishlinski, MG Co. 353 Inf. Writes from France: Was in Battle of St. Mihiel. 

I’ve been in my first battle and came through it without a scratch. Our division was in the Battle of st. 

Mihiel and with the other American divisions straightened out the sahent which the Germans held for 

four years. This was the first drive that was managed by the Americans and believe me it was a grand 

success. It shows what American soldiers are made of and that they can fight. In all we captured 15,000 

prisoners, over 200 guns and much booty, besides liberating 150 square miles of France including many 

villages. … At about 1 a.m. Thursday morning our artillery opened up a bombardment on the Huns. I 

never in my life heard such noise nor saw such flashes of fire. All along the entire front this was taking 

place and the sky was all lit up vivid with light which came like flashes of lightning. On we went to our 



place in the line. … The zero hour had arrived and the curtain was raised at just 5 a.m. “Forward,” “Over 

the Top,” “Carry on, my boys” came the orders from our lieutenant in quick succession in a clear tone of 

voice – and over the top we went into No Man’s Land. Everyone was pale, a little impatient and afraid – 

just a bit, but with determined expressions on their faces. Steadily on we advanced. Our shells were 

bursting on the enemy lines – shrapnel flying thru the air, enemy machine gun bullets whizzing by, but 

on and one we went. We cross the first enemy trench – the second and rest a while, then over the thir 

and then came to a woods which was infested with Hun machine guns. The infantry soon got them out 

and captured or kills their operators. … It was the hardest work I ever did in all my life, and I don’t know 

how I stood it all – but I did. There are many things I could tell you, but I can’t now. You know the results 

of our work and that’s what really matters.” war 

Nov. 7, 1918 – John Duginski seriously wounded, hospitalized. war 

Nov. 14, 1918 – During the last few days the number of cases of Spanish Influenza in Prineton have 

increased materially. There are now a large number reported by the doctors. the time the epidemic 

raged extremely in our neighboring cities, Princeton luckily had but a very few cases and it seems that 

now we are getting our share. Thus far however there are no cases that ended fatal. The ban on public 

gathering of all kinds, schools, churches, etc. had been lifted last Monday. Last Monday the board of 

health met and decided to again close all the schools. Thus far no steps were taken to close the 

churches. healtn 

Nov. 14, 1918 – Report sets America wild. Princeton pulls off a big patriotic rally in celebration. The 

report that peace had been declared which reached here about 1 o’clock last week Thursday noon 

brought almost unbelievable joy to all hearts. Although some such report had been hoped for, it was 

never the less a surprise. It was not long before the good news was generally spread and for a while 

confirmation of the report was waited for, but finally people began to wake up and realize what it all 

meant, and bells were rung, whistles blew, shots fired, etc. The school children and teachers took for 

out of doors and shouted and cheered. Flags appeared on the streets and as soon as the people got on 

the streets, the celebration became general. The real celebration, however, came in the evening when 

at about half past seven the crowds began to gather on the streets. The Princeton State Home Guard 

Reserve turned out in uniform and were joined by the Green Lake-Princeton combined band, the Red 

Cross, school children and the streets were paraded. Citizens carrying flags began and was shot  to fall in 

around the armory and in a short time hundreds of people were ready to join in the celebration. After 

the parade which was headed by the band, a short program was given at the hall consisting of singing, 

speaking, etc. Pres. Erich Mueller gave a short address expressing his pleasure at the large gathering and 

the occasion that called them together and made many remarks that called forth cheers form the 

crowd. Mr. Mueller was followed by Rev. A.G. Hoyer, Supt. Geo. V. Kelley, Frank Mueller, president of 

the local Loyalty Legion, and Cashier O.C. Olman. After the close of the program, and band and guards 

accompanied by citizens again formed in line and during the parade several stops were made on Water 

Street and patriotic singing took place. Horns and shouting were heard until a late hour. Although late in 

the time and the evening mail arrived and the daily papers brought the news that the armistice had not 

been signed and that the country had been a little hasty in the celebration, yet this is only a little fore-

runner of what Princeton can do when the time comes and what we will do when the boys come home. 

LATER: Last Monday morning the news were wired in that the Armistice had been signed and Germany 

surrendered and in less than 15 minutes Princeton was literally intoxicated with the gladsome news that 

had been expected at any moment and had been awaited. Whistles screeched, bells rang, people shoute 



and went wild with joy. Another demonstration followed on Tuesday evening consisting of shooting, etc. 

A dummy had been prepared representing the Kaiser and was strung on a cable which crosses Water 

Street and was shot at and finally sent up in flames. He speakers of the evening were Supt. Geo. V. 

Kelley, Capt. Gerlach, Cashier O.C. Olman, Attorney Philip Lehner, Frank Mueller and Principal Fulton. A 

large crowd of people turned out and took part in the demonstration. war 

Nov. 14, 1918 – Funeral Nov. 21 issue for Otto H Lichtenberg, who was accidentally shot Nov. 8 while 

hunting near Wautoma. In business here for forty years. Bullet pierced aorta. Entered drug business in 

1876. Two years ago sold business to son Oscar. business 

Nov. 14, 1918 – Kaiser and crown prince flee to Holland. Berlin is in the hands of German 

revolutionaries. The revolt sweeps on throughout the empire. war 

Nov. 21, 1918 – If Princeton and vicinity harbored the idea they were exempt from the Spanish Influenza 

they were very much mistaken. From reports coming in daily, it can be safely be said that in the village 

and surrounding vicinity between 200 and 300 persons are victims of the malady. Some of the cases 

have gone over to pneumonia and are seriously ill. In some homes the entire family are affected. The 

doctors are being kept busy 24 hours of the day and thanks to their great effort and persistent service, 

Princeton has experienced no fatalities. With the ban on again on public gatherings, schools, churches, 

shows, etc. and everyone taking extra precaution, the epidemic should soon subside. health 

Nov. 28, 1918 – Mrs. August Thiel dies of pneumonia.  Health history 

Nov. 28, 1918 – Dec. 2-7 designated War Relief Week.  war 

Nov. 28, 1918 – Schools to reopen Dec 9. health 

Dec. 5, 1918 – Clarence Schrank opens grocery store in the A. Schultz stand formerly occupied by Mrs. 

C.A. Dumdey. business 

Dec. 5, 1918 – Ban on all public places removed. The moving picture show opened its doors last Sunday 

evening. health 

Dec. 12, 1918 – Letter from James W. Reilly, Co. E, 310th Infantry, to his brother Peter sent Nov. 3 from 

hospital somewhere in France – wounded by shrapnel to leg. … Letter from capt. James Stockwell, 131 

Inf., Com. M Co.: Peter went out with a party from our company to take up an advanced position on the 

night of August 10th. They gained their point early in the evening and Peter was hit by shrapnel from a 

bursting shell at about 10 o’clock the same night, he lived but a few minutes and suffered no pain. He 

died as he lived a true soldier and the gentleman he was. He had an opportunity to remain in the rear 

but he insisted on being up with the boys and in the thick of it. While your loss is keenly felt it is 

consoling to know that your brother gave his life to his country in this great world strife in order that 

freedom, truth and Democracy might live. war 

Dec. 19, 1918 – Stanish Napieralla, of Neshkoro, dies, laid to rest at US cemetery at Noyen, St. Aiguon-

Noyen. war 

-- 
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Jan. 2, 1919 – Dr. O.P. Schnetzke came here last week and will have his office in the First National Bank 

in the rooms vacated by Atty. James L. Kelley. Wife is nurse. They have considerable experience in 

hospital work. business 

Jan. 2. 1919 – Chas. G. Maick dies. Wagon maker with Luedtke and then Mueller.  

Jan. 2, 1919 – The new garage which has been under construction by the J.F. Warnke & Sons has been 

completed by contractor Wm. A Gorr and crew. The building is located on the west side and adjoins the 

tub factory. Carl Warnke Jr. in charge. business 

Jan. 2, 1919 – Gov. Phillip plans to retain State Guard. “gives much satisfaction to the members of the 

Princeton company as it had been reported the companies would be mustered out when National 

Guards come home. The local company has affiliated with the National Rifle Association with a view of 

securing additional equipment and privileges, and will establish a fine rifle range. war 

Jan. 9, 1919 – Teachers meeting Feb. 1 program includes Miss Peggy Nowak on Indoor Plays and Games. 

school 

Jan. 9, 1919 – Turn Verein elect R.H. Miller president, Robert Schaal secretary and treasurer, G.A. 

Krueger manager, Albert Sommerfeldt janitor. business 

Jan. 9, 1919 – Fred Giese, a member of the firm Giese Bros., sells out his interest in grocery store to 

Herman Giese. Fred has been in the grocery business for the past thirty years. Herman has been 

connected with said business for the past twenty years. business 

Jan. 16, 1919 – Jerome F. Morse dies. business 

Jan. 23, 1919 – Edw. Buck, who has been conducting an overall factory here for the past number of 

years, has moved his machinery to Menasha the fore part of this week where he will continue the 

business in the future. Lack of procuring sufficient lady help prompted him to make the move. factory 

Jan. 23, 1919  – Obituary of Bessie Bartol, 30, daughter of Peter. bartel 

Jan. 23, 1919 – Leo Bartol vs. John Bartol for assault and battery. Jury in favor of defendant, John Bartol. 

bartel 

Jan. 23, 1919 – UW students raise funds for composer of “On Wisconsin”  

Jan. 23, 1919 – Herman Polfuss, who has been overseas with our fighting force, returned home hale and 

hearty last Tuesday. August Buchholz returned home one day last week. war 

Jan. 30, 1919 – What soldier gets when discharged. war 

Feb. 6, 1919 –Letter to Mrs. Agnes Wastack from nurse Mary C. Reilly (Chicago). He was in hospital 

about 10 days and made a good fight, but it was not to be. Our dear Lord wanted him, so he took him 

home. It was like a young priest told me one time, “When you pick flowers you always pick the best.” 

The day after he died the body was placed in a casket draped with an American flag and put in an 

ambulance and headed by the priest and six soldiers it was taken to the little American cemetery and 

laid away until the government gets a chance to send it home. Then three shots were fired over the 

grave and taps sounded. He is buried in Neufchateau (Vosges) and a little wooden cross marks his grave 

with one of his identification tags upon the cross; the other is left on the body. war 



Feb. 6, 1919 – Military ball being planned by the Princeton Guards at Turner Hall on Feb. 20. The 

celebrated Biel Girls Orchestra of Randolph has been engaged. Grand March after 8 p.m. led by 

commissioned officers following by non-commissioned offiers, visiting soldier guests in uniform, visiting 

soldiers, civilians. Dancing at 9. At 10:30, a 20-minute drill by the company under charge of Lt. Olman. 

Only couples will be allowed on dance floor. “Young girls must get their practice elsewhere.” /// County 

Clerk G.A. Weinkauf who is widely known for his artistic decorating, came here yesterday (Feb. 19) and 

decorated the ball and again demonstrated that he is master in that art. war 

Feb. 13, 1919 – Edw. Kollick recently opened a barber shop in the Mrs. Harmon block opposite the post 

office. business 

Feb. 13, 1919 – A.E. Schultz buys vulcanizer machine for garage. business 

Feb. 13, 1919 – Rumors have it that Ferd Raasch is contemplating starting a creamery on East Main 

Street opposite the village hall in the very near future. We understand the site has been procured. 

factory 

Feb. 20, 1919 – Congress passes bill authorizing secretary of war to donate to the village of Princeton 

one cannon or field piece captured by the American Army from the forces of the imperial German 

government during the present war. war 

Feb. 20, 1919 – Income tax deadline to file March 15. Every single individual having a net income of 

$1,000 and every married individual having a net income of $2,000. A U.S. official will be in Princeton on 

Feb. 24 to assist people preparing federal income tax returns. imprvement 

Feb. 20, 1919 – Teske & Zierke asks people to settle accounts due to name change of business. factory 

Feb. 27, 1919 – As advertised the Military Ball of last Thursday eclipsed all former social gatherings the 

past year in point of numbers attending, decorations and good time. Opened with playing the Star 

Spangled Banner. - Little Gretchen Miller appeared on the stage with a U.S. flag. The large audience rose 

and the Guards stood at salute. After speeches by Capt. Gerlach, Eric Mueller and George V. Kelley. The 

next on the program was the grand march which was led by Captain and Mrs. Gerlach. The officers and 

men in uniforms fell in line and some 50 couples participated and executed the movements in a graceful 

way and a buoyant spirit prevailed under the leadership of Captain Gerlach and wife. At the close of the 

Grand March dancing was indulged in and the large crowd were in a happy mood. … Lt. Olman put the 

company through a fine set of drill exercises and marching which pleased the crowd. … Dancing was 

resumed, interrupted only by luncheon, until the hour of 3 p.m.???? The total receipts for the evening 

were $380.73. war 

 

Feb. 20, 1919 – Franen Verein of St. John’s Lutheran will hold fancy work and apron sale March 5 in John 

Nowak building, east of the S.E. Mackowski general store. business 

Feb. 27, 1919 – Poland, past and present by Martin Gwitt: “Despite a century and a half of political 

slavery at the outbreak  of the war, there was a compact mass of 35,000,000 people in Europe speaking 

the Polish language, and whatever ruler might claim dominion over them, they were on nation in spirit 

and in their intense love of liberty. Today at the conclusion of the greatest war in all history, we find 

Poland in a heartbreaking state of ruin. During the last four years the country has been little more than a 



battleground over which huge armies of millions of men fought forward and backward. All of Russian 

Poland, almost the whole of Austrian Poland and even a part of Prussian Poland have been reduced to a 

state of ruin. Three hundred towns and twenty thousand village have been razed to the ground, and an 

area equal in size to the states of Illinois, Pennsylvania, New York and Main together has been laid 

waste. It seems as though the catastrophe of the great war has been the final crushing blow to a nation 

that has borne the burden of oppression for centuries. But history has proved that the spark of liberty in 

the hearts of people cannot be extinguished, and the world today can make reparations to Poland at the 

peace conference by taking fully into consideration the ancient wrongs done her and guaranteeing for 

this great liberty loving people the national development to which they are entitled. war 

Feb. 27, 1919 – Feb. 6 - Moving picture shows return to Turner Hall. Dorothy Dalton in “The Price Mark” 

with Rosco Arbuckle in “Fatty Cleans up.” Feb. 27 - “Narrow Trail,” the best W.S. Hart picture ever 

produced, plays with “The Master” starring Fatty Arbuckle. Dorothy Dalton in “Love Letters” with short 

of the Katzenjammer Kids. entertainment 

Feb. 27, 1919 – A.E. Schultz, the garage man and agent for the Ford Co., unloaded a car load of Fords last 

Monday. business 

Feb. 27, 1919 – Frank Galobinski was an arrival from overseas Thursday of last week. Frank was a 

member of the Rainbow Division and was wounded at two different times. Anton Frost returns. He was 

a member of the Black Hawk division. war 

Feb. 27, 1919 – Andrew Schultz says he has feed mill ready to grind feed. ??? business factory 

March 6, 1919 – Dr. W.H. Fortner returns. Woman’s club hosts banquet at Congregational church 

parlors. He is back in former office at First National Bank. war 

March 13, 1919 – Mr. JE Hennig, proprietor of the American House and who for the past several months 

s8ucessfully conducted same, has rented the building to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Brievogel of this city and 

took possession last Monday. Mr. and Mrs. Brievogel have been in the hotel business before. business 

March 20, 1919 – Chas. Gerlach went to Milwaukee last Friday afternoon and while there entered into a 

contract with the Waukesha Brewing Company to handle their product in Princeton. Mr. Gerlach has a 

carload of their beer coming here in a very few days and makes promise that he will be able to furnish 

the trade until July 1, 1919. He has also made arrangements with the Haas Brewing Co. to store the beer 

in the Princeton brewery. Also received the privilege that Waukesha beer may be sold over the bars of 

the Haas Brewing Co. business 

March 20, 1919 – On Saturday afternoon at one o’clock, March 22, there will be a sheriff’s sale of 

personal property taken on execution from the hardware store of William Schroeder. … There will be 

two cream separators, one heater, and many useful articles for the farmer. business 

March 20, 1919 – Ad for Rotor Electric Co. Did you ever see our electrical heated battery plant? The 

floor space is 1200 square feet. Charging capacity 500. Repairs made any time of the day. Let your next 

battery be one of the Gissler patent. We guarantee them. Ignition battery, 10 years. Lighting battery, 

five years; starting battery, 4,800 miles. business 



March 27, 1919 – Swed advertises big removal sale at the H. Swed Store (O.R Luedtke building) March 

29-April 5. Reducing stock in anticipation of occupying but one building. “We have already closed the 

store in the Rev. Hoyer building and the stocks are too large to combine.” business 

April 10, 1919 – On Tuesday evening, April 15tyh, at 9 p.m. at Turner, in the village of Princeton, a mass 

meeting of all the boy who have returned from military training schools, Army camps or overseas service 

will be held. This meeting will be held for the purpose of talking over the matter of organizing a National 

Trench. war 

April 10, 1919 – Douglas Fairbanks in “The Man From Painted Post” at Turner Hall on Sunday, April 13. 

entertainment 

April 17, 1919 – Twenty-six of the most progressive dairymen in the vicinity of Princeton held a meeting 

on Monday evening, April 7, and organized the Princeton Cow Testing Association. The purpose of this 

association is to provide means and methods for improving the dairy qualities of the herds of the 

members thru the periodic weighing and testing of each cow’s milk. Original members: John Kasierski, 

Wyse Bros., W. Frost, Fred W. Lueck, George Dibelius, Emil Wastrack, John Kuharski, Henry Gorski, Mace 

Morse, John Bartol, Joe Soda, C. Otto, Gust Schultz, Joe Sharapata. Cavanaugh Bros., F. Jackowski, Erich 

Mueller, A.G. Oelke, Edw. Kuehn, Ezra Westfield, John Naplieralla, John Wozniak, J.J. Lese and Jacob 

Soda. Farm, progress 

April 17, 1919 – Frank Mueller – Having spent 35 years in the drug business at Princeton, I have decided 

to withdraw from the service. The new owner, Mr. A.F. Breitengross, takes charge of the business at 

once. business 

April 17, 1919 – Lehner selling Holstein bulls. Farm progress 

April 17, 1919 – 25 members join Trench No. 2.  war 

April 24, 1919 – The case of Hardell vs Princeton Meat Market Association has been settled by the 

defendants. J.W. Kohnke retracts derogatory statements made regarding Victor Hardell. business 

April 24, 1919 – The War Exhibition train which is touring the country will be in Princeton next Monday, 

April 28, from 1-4:45 p.m. This train which comes in the interest of the Victory Loan consists of five cards 

and exhibits death dealing machines of war from land, sear and air. It also has a band of 25 men, 

speakers and a number of soldiers. In all it carries fifty men. The Home Guards will give a parade at 1 

and will be headed by the large band and the visiting soldiers. … At 12 sharp last Monday the whistles 

and bells from all parts of town blew and rang their best announcing the opening of the Victory Loan. 

Trench No. 2, Liberty World War veterans led in the march, followed by the Wisconsin State Guard 

Reserve. The two companies marched down the business street and gave drill exhibition to the large 

crowd gathered. Lt. W.H. Fortner, recently from over seas, road a steed thru the street in the fashion of 

Paul Revere in early historic times. He announced the opening of the Victory Loan. There was a large 

crowd present and much interest was aroused in the voluntary subscription of the fifth loan. war 

April 24, 1919 – Honor Roll being compiled of Green Lake and Waushara counties. Photos and data from 

all soldiers, sailors and marines who have been or are now in the service. Also those who took part in 

home activities during the war. 



April 24, 1919 – Schroeder Bros. are erecting a large and commodious boat house near the city bridge. 

The dimensions of this structure when completed will be 30x30. entertainment 

April 24, 1919 – Liberty Orchestra plays at Turn Verein dance at their hall. 128 dance tickets and 60 

spectators. enertainment 

April 24, 1919 – Anton Paluka, of Neshkoro, was not killed in action as reported. Boy arrived home April 

12. war 

May 1, 1919 – The war trophy train sent thru this country in the interest of the Victory Loan came here 

last Monday, pulling in at 12 o’clock and remaining here until 5 o’clock in the afternoon. The train was 

sidetracked at the foot of Main street and hundreds visited the exhibits and examined with great 

interest the trophies of the great war. There were three flat cars in the train, two Pullman cars, and a 

baggage car, the latter all camouflaged loaded with trophies and implements of war. One of the flat cars 

carried a fighting tank, and it is needless to say that it was the greatest attraction of all. It was the same 

type as those used in the war with such excellent effect. It was camouflaged and as it ran about the 

town it created great interest. It was put through numerous stunts such as swinging about on its wheels 

as though a pin had been stuck through its middle, and other interesting capers. The weight of the tank 

is 12,000 pounds, or six ton, the protective covering being of steel armorplate, five-eighths inch in 

thickness. It has a speed of 20 miles in hour when in action and it is as nearly impregnable to shell and 

bomb as anything of human construction. The other cars carried a wrecked airplane which was brot 

down by an American gun; cannons of several descriptions; trench mortars; grenade throwers; floating 

mines; depth bombs; machine guns and many interesting articles. Upon the arrival of the train the 

Wisconsin State Guards marched in a body to the station to escort the speakers, officers and the band to 

the city where dinner was taken at the hotels. The guards during the meantime entertained the large 

assemblage with exhibition drills. At shortly after one o’clock a parade was given by the guards, Trench 

Co. 2, the school children and headed by the Jackie band. The procession was formed at the armory and 

the line of march was down Water street to Main street where the exhibits were viewed. Two speeches 

were given in the interest of the Victory Loan by Capt. Manly and Judge Lueck. In all it was a great day 

and one long to be remembered by Princeton people and its visitors. A large crowd of people came from 

far and near, and it is estimated that fully, 4,500 outsiders came to view the exhibits. … School was 

dismissed to allow the pupils to attend the war exhibit. war 

May 1, 1919 – On Monday evening, Trench No. 2 of Princeton of Liberty War Veterans of the World 

1914-1919 was organized under the direction of Supreme Organizer, Col. Geo. Morton, of Berlin.  The 

following were elected: Commander, Dr. W.H. Fortner; senior vice commander, Alf. Sommerfeldt; junior 

vice commander, Dr. E. Parrott; quartermaster, Wm. Knaack; chaplain, Ben Rutkowski; officer of day, 

Clarence Krueger; officer of guard, Wm. Rochwite; sergeant major, Lynn Merrill; surgeon, Louis 

Manthey. Harry Teske was appointed adjutant and Herman Polfuss quartermaster sergeant. There are 

already 37 members and it looks as the Trench No. 2 of Princeton would have 100 members when the 

boys return from overseas.  war 

May 1, 1919 – Thursday evening of last week a number of our poultry fanciers and rabbit breeders met 

at the First National Bank and formed an organization known as The Princeton Poultry and Commercial 

Rabbit Association. A poultry and rabbit show will be held next winter. The following officers were 

elected: president, Chas. Fulton; vice president, A.H. Rimpler; vice president, A.G. Oelke; secretary and 



treasurer, H.O. Giese. Directors: Al. Humphrey, Geo. V. Kelley, Robert Schaal, Earl Berray and Abe 

Fishkin. Farm progress 

May 1, 1919 – Lynn Merrill returns from overseas. war 

May 8, 1919 – One Wisconsin man is among the latest to be awarded the Distinguished Service Cross by 

Gen. Pershing. Pvt. Emil O. Klawitter, son of Emil E. Klawitter, Princeton, received his medal for killing 

two German machine gunners single handed and capturing six others. He was a message carrier. – The 

Wisconsin News war 

 waMay 8, 1919 – E.O. Hardell publishes more about dispute with meat market association. 

May 8, 1919 – Wm. Seidel has disposed of his entire business. In a deal recently transacted between 

Wm. Seidel and Mike Marshall, the latter became of the owner of the former’s wagon and blacksmith 

shop located on the west side. Mr. Marshall will take immediate possession and continue the business. 

My 15, 1919 – Both banks cited for exceeding Victory Liberty Loan program. We understand that the 

quota of Princeton and its immediate surrounding towns, town Princeton and town St. Marie, is $92,000 

of the Victory Loan. This amount has been fully subscribed and $13,000 in excess. war 

May 15, 1919 – Paper publishes synopsis of peace treaty. war 

May 15, 1919 – John Nowak building, east half of water lot 24, will be sold at auction on May 31. 

business 

May 15, 1919 – More about meat market bruhaha. business 

May 15, 1919 – Henry Wastrack who has been overseas returned from Ft. Snelling yesterday afternoon. 

Henry was badly wounded while at the front and spent a number of days at the hospital. war 

May 15, 1919 – Teske Milling Co. selling Doughboy flour. war 

May 22, 1919 – Decoration Day program will include demobilization of the service flag. Welcome home 

address by Pres. Erich Mueller and response by Dr. W.H. Fortner.  war 

May 22, 1919 – President Wilson praises war service by the Boy Scouts of America. Geo. V. Kelley is 

named chairman of citizens committee for Princeton as part of nationwide movement for the Boy 

Scouts. Entertainment 

May 22, 1919 – Movies every Thursday and Sunday. entertainment 

May 22, 1919 – Business men provide fine sum of money to have band concerts one evening of every 

week during the summer months. 8 p.m. Wednesdays. Music by Liberty Band. entertainment 

May 29, 1919 – J.H. Manthey’s son William expects to be home this month or first of June. He was 

torpedoed twice while working on a transport between New York and France just before war was 

declared. First boat went down in four minutes. Sixty-nine of his crew were lost. In his second boat trip 

20 were lost, and Will and the rest got away in life boats. He joined the Army in Hokoken, New Jersey. 

He has been in service 14 months, part of the time as machine gunner. He was also in parade review in 

France when President Wilson was there. war 



June 5, 1919 – Powers case settled. Dr. C.R. Powers was severely injured in a wreck on a passenger train 

at Princeton on Feb. 21, 1918. He was hospitalized in Oshkosh for three months and laid up at home 

since. Oshkosh attorney Earl Finch dragged settlement along and passed two terms of circuit court 

without affecting a settlement or bringing the case to trial. Later Finch reported he could settle the case 

of $6,500. Powers fired Finch and hired Philip Lehner. Day of trial railway company settled for $11,500. 

Railroad health 

June 5, 1919 – The program in honor of the old soldiers on last Friday afternoon was well carried out 

and proclaimed a fine success by the large mass of people in attendance. The program was carried out 

on the streets near the high school and consisted of community singing led by Cashier O.C. Olman, band 

music, demobilization of the service flag by Prof. Chas. Fulton and Red Cross ladies, cornet duet and 

speaking. Memorial address by President Erich Mueller. Dr. W. H. Fortner followed in a speech and 

showing the fine patriotism displayed by our young soldier boys while at the front of the past struggle. 

Cornet duet G.A. Weinkauf and son Carl. war 

June 5, 1919 – At the auction of the John Nowak property last Saturday afternoon, Sam Kohnke was the 

highest bidder and is now the owner of the property. The highest bid was $5,625. business 

June 5, 1919 – Albert Wishlinske and Roy Stewart, honorably discharged from overseas service, returned 

home last Monday. The two boys who were with the machine gun squads have been side by side since 

their departure from here thirteen months ago. They have been at the front many days and took part in 

the most important battles.  … John Zodrow is also home. war 

June 5, 1919 – Boy Scout Week from June 8 to Flag Day, June 14, in recognition of the remarkable 

services rendered by the Boy Scouts of America during the war. 

June 5, 1919 – Call on SM Eggleston, on west side Staple and fancy groceries, vegetables and fruits. Pure 

double strength apple cider vinegar. business 

June 5, 1919 – It is requested that auto drivers who wish to park the cars on the business street must 

have same backed to the curbing. improvement 

June 12, 1919 – Making Princeton a Holstein center. Mr. Lehner has sold purebred Holstein bull calves to 

seven farmers near here. Formerly he always shipped his surplus calves to outside purchasers but now 

local buyers are taking them.  Sold to John Lese, Hugo Kelm, Westfield brothers, Louis Krause, H. 

Krueger, Christ Dreger and Vincent Gabryshak. John Napieralla bought a purebred heifer. If other 

farmers in this vicinity also get pure bred sires Princeton will in a few years become one of the Holstein 

centers of this state.  … This is what is now happening in such places like Watertown, Waukesha and Fort 

Atkinson. Farm progress 

June 12, 1919 – Ford Motor Company history. improvement 

June 12, 1919 – Miss Olga Lichtenberg who has been overseas as a nurse in the U.S. Base Hospital No. 22 

has recently returned to Milwaukee. war 

June 12, 1919 – Liquor license applications: Lots 6&7, Block C, M.M. Bednarek; water lot 29, block 32, 

Oscar Tassler; Lot 6, block 7, corner Second and Main streets, John Lehman; water lot 26, block 32, 

Albert Kinas; Lot 4, Block C, Louis Miller; Lot 5, block d, Andrew Drill; Lot 24, block 33, Sam Kohnke; lot 8, 



block D, Theo Radtke. Lot 1, block E, Fred Breivogel; Lot 4, block C, Stanish Lese; Lots 1 and 4, block D, 

Fred Schendel; business 

June 19, 1919 – The Wisconsin Legislature adopted the federal woman suffrage amendment in both 

houses within one hour fifteen minutes after it had been officially certified to the two houses. … politics 

June 19, 1919 – New law requires modern or improved muffler and muffler must not be open while on 

village or city streets. improvement 

June 26, 1919 – Princeton Band Association forms to sponsor band concerts in open air are forms of 

entertainment that are educative, inspirational and conducive to community spirit.” Officers are G.J. 

Knaack, president; O.C. Olman, secretary; Fritz Krueger, treasurer; Geo. V. Kelley, director; Chas. 

Nickodem, director. entertainment 

June 26, 1919 –  

July 3, 1919 – Green Lake County Holstein Breeders meet. Ten bulls sold at auction and brot an average 

price of ninety dollars and the top price paid for a bull was $150. Nine of the 10 calves sold were 

purchased by Green Lake County farmers. Farm progress 

July 3, 1919 – Rotor Electric Co., shop on west side, Mill Road. business 

July 10, 1919 – Annual school meeting Robt. Schaal re-elected director over Philip Lehner by small 

margin. (A.G. Giese and W.W. Whittemore) Principal Chas. Fulton suggested that a suitable structure be 

built for the school which may be used for athletics, entertainments, etc. A committee was appointed to 

acquaint themselves of the cost of the building and report to the school board who are then required to 

call a special meeting to vote on the project. Committee consists of Erich Mueller, Gustav Teske Sr. and 

H.E. Krueger. school 

July 10, 1919 – That Princeton and surrounding country appreciate the concerts given on Water street 

Wednesday evenings by Princeton’s Liberty Band, is indicated by the large attendance that has been 

drawn on these occasions the past weeks. Many thought that with the closing of the saloons the crowds 

that usually come to town on Wednesday would not be as large hereafter, but the number of autos in 

town on Wednesday of last week was as large as ever. … Mr. Weinkauf is surely doing fine work with his 

musicians. entertainment 

July 10, 1919 – Frank Nowak, one of our overseas soldiers, returned home last Friday noon. war 

July 17, 1919 – Last Sunday afternoon at about 2:30 o’clock our little city was thrown into a state of 

excitement when the fire alarm was sounded, and a fire was discovered in the lower rooms of the 

Herman Warnke building occupied by the A.E. Schultz garage as a storage and a vulcanizing room. The 

Fire Department arrived very promptly and found the entire lower room and the rear outside stairway 

one mass of flames and many were of the opinion that the building, possibly the entire block, was 

doomed. Also, the Harmon building across the alley being in great danger of being caught from the 

flames which shot through the west windows toward the frame structure. However, the prompt action 

and excellent work of the firemen and throwing two streams of water, the fire after a few minutes was 

under control. The fire, it is estimated, originated in the vulcanizing room of the Warnke building and 

soon spread to the outside stairway leading to the second story. The second story being arranged into 

dwelling rooms was inhabited by Theodore Radtke and family. The rooms filling rapidly with smoke 



made it impossible to carry the furniture to a place of safety. …  The storage room of the garage 

containing considerable amount of stock was totally destroyed but was partly covered by insurance. The 

garage itself was only slightly damaged in a few broken windows and ceiling being smoked up. fire 

July 17, 1919 – Alfalfa and soybean demonstration held in Princeton. Prof. L.F. Graber, in Madison, was 

in charge of demonstration farm. progress 

July 17, 1919 – The dance given on the pavement between Washington and Pearl streets by the Liberty 

Band last Monday evening brot a large concourse of people from this vicinity and neighboring cities. All 

too soon did the midnight hour strike reminding them of the ending. entertainment 

July 24, 1919 – In a deal recently consummated between A.E. Schultz and Wm. Knaack and Ernest Priebe 

the latter two become the owners of the former garage business and Ford agency. The business will 

hereafter be conducted under the firm of Knaack & Priebe. Possession was given immediately and the 

two gentlemen have opened their doors for business and are well equipped to take care of the trade in 

the line of supplies and all kinds of repair work. … Mr. Jolly, who has been in our city for the past few 

years, being under the employment of the Drake Garage Co. and later with Mr. Schultz, will remain with 

the new firm. He is a machinist in every sense of the word. … Schultz is undecided what branch of 

business he will pursue. business 

July 31, 1919 – Big ad for Walter L. Main Fashion Plate Shows coming to town Aug. 11. entertainment 

July 31, 1919 – Lt. Alex Drill is home. war 

Aug. 7, 1919 – L.J. Whittemore went to Oshkosh per his launch last Sunday and will make that city his 

future home. He will be engaged in the jewelry business in connection with his father. business 

Aug. 14, 1919 – Thousands of people thronged the streets of Princeton last Monday in wait for the 

parade of the Walter L. Main circus, which gave their show at 2 o’clock in the afternoon and at 8 o’clock 

in the evening. The show arrived here the day previous, namely on Sunday morning at 6 o’clock and 

attracted a large assemblage of people who gave up their early beds to view the unloading of the 

paraphernalia. The setting up of the huge tents on the Adamski grounds also attracted many people and 

the work showed wonderful system in the erection of same, each man knew just what was to be done, 

and when to do it.  …  It is estimated more than 4,000 people were present at the afternoon 

performances and as far as we have learned all were well pleased. From here the show went to Ripon 

and exhibited on the following day. Entertainment 

Aug. 21, 1919 – In these days of degeneracy and lack of gallantry, every parent should know the 

whereabouts of daughters after nine o’clock at night. Too many girls here are permitted to roam the 

streets at their own free will at almost any tie of night, and who ultimately come to some bad end. We 

are not a croaker, neither do we believe in taking away the freedom, to a reasonable degree, from the 

girls and boys, but we do believe there should be fewer heartaches, fewer broken homes and more 

purity and womanliness in the world did every parent keep the child off the streets at unseemly hours. 

Improvement  

Aug. 21, 1919 – Sgt. Edmund Mackowski returns. Enlisted on April 8, 1917, in Milwaukee. Transferred to 

the famous 13th Regiment band and went overseas. Being with the band as solo clarinetist he has had 

considerable experience in the way of music. He states that during the whole time as member of the 



band he had four hours daily practice. Only July 14th he played in the peace parade in Paris at which 

more than 17,000 soldiers made up of 17 nations were in the line of march. It was estimated that the 

parade was witnessed by more than seven million people. war 

Aug. 21, 1919 – Former Principal C.J. Kreilkamp going from Superior to Milwaukee, promoted to deputy 

of Milwaukee district, factory inspector for Wisconsin Industrial Commission. school 

Aug. 28, 1919 – The four trenches of the Liberty War Veterans of the World organized by Col. George W. 

Morton, of Berlin, a veteran of the Civil War, formed into a state organization at meeting Aug. 19 in 

Berlin. J.J. Williams, of Berlin, elected Department Commander, with Albert L. Wishlinski, of Princeton, 

as senior vice commander. Dr. W.H. Fortner, of Princeton, is surgeon general. (Others representing the 

Princeton trench were Dr. Alex Drill, Alfred Sommerfeldt and Edmund Mackowski. The purpose of this 

organization is to build up a comradeship among the veterans of the world war. It is hoped that The 

Liberty War Veterans of the World will gradually take the place of the fast disappearing G.A.R. war 

Aug. 28, 1919 – Legislature last session raised speed limit on country highways from 25 to 30 mph. 

improvement 

Aug. 28, 1919 – On Sept. 2 will be submitted to the voters of the state the question of whether to pay 

each soldier, sailor, marine or nurse, including Red Cross nurses, who served in the armed forces during 

the war against Germany and Austria a sum not to exceed $10 for each month of service with a 

minimum of $50. Every voter ought to go to the polls on that day and cast his ballot in favor of this law. 

… Village votes 99-53 in favor, town 36-26 and St. Marie 11-9. war 

Sept. 4, 1919 – U.S. House spent Tuesday’s session wrangling over the question whether or not to grand 

federal articles of incorporation to the American Legion, the national organization of soldiers, sailors, 

marines and nurses who served in the world war. Two chief objections to granting incorporation were 

voiced. One was that the incorporation would limit the scope and hamper the freedom of the 

organization, the other that the legion might become a semi-political organization, controlled by a 

powerful clique of ex-officers. … Berlin Journal says The Liberty War Veterans of the World is the only 

organization today which is not and will not be controlled by a gang of politicians and ex-colonels, ex-

captains, etc. who are “interested” in the forming of a strong political machine for the sole purpose of 

landing themselves into different political offices. The Liberty War Veterans’ organization puts each and 

every service man, whether colonel or buck private, on an equal level. war 

Sept. 4, 1919 – Honor roll list of Princeton boys who served: full list. war 

Sept. 4, 1919 – The store building recently vacated by H. Swed is undergoing repairs and will be refitted 

for a moving picture house. Alfred Warnke having a lease on the building for that purpose. Mr. Warnke 

intends to install machinery of the latest type and promises Princeton people something extra fine. The 

show will be opened within a few weeks. Business entertainment 

Sept. 11, 1919 – As a fitting climax to the splendid record of the Green Lake County Chapter of the Red 

Cross that organization has taken the initiative in securing the services of a public health nurse for the 

county. During the summer the six subdivisions of the county chapter, thru their executive committees, 

agreed to share the expense of supporting the work until Jan. 1st when it is hoped that means will be 

found for continuing it.  …  Miss Louise Walters, of Milwaukee, was engaged to begin work Sept. 18th. 

Miss Walters is a registered nurse recommended by the Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis Association. She 



graduated from nursing training at the Milwaukee County Hospital in 1913, worked 3.5 years with the 

Milwaukee Visiting Nurse Association in public health work, and followed this experience with 18 

months in Red Cross service, having recently returned from a year’s work in France. War health 

Sept. 18, 1919 – Last Tuesday was opening day of hunting season and Puckaway lake re-echoed to the 

report of many hundred guns and very much resembled some great battle. It was a continuous roar of 

guns. Many hundreds of hunters came the day previous and took part in the sport. Our local nimrods 

too were represented to nearly the last man, and everyone returned with a fine string of ducks. Many of 

the boys having killed their limit of 15 birds in the early part of the forenoon. entertainment 

Sept. 18, 1919 – The entertainment for the “Boys of the World War” will be held in this city on 

Wednesday, Oct. 8, according to present plans. A six o’clock dinner will be given the boys after which 

they will be entertained with moving pictures and a big dance at Turner Hall. More particulars next 

week. war 

Sept. 18, 1919 – Joe Nickodem, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Nickodem, who has been in Uncle Sam’s 

service, returned home last Tuesday noon honorably discharged. Most of his time was taken up doing 

outpost duty on the Mexican border. … Frank Mueller Jr. also returns home. war 

Sept. 25, 1919 – On Thursday of last week a transfer of real estate was consummated between the 

Princeton State Bank and Alfred Warnke whereby the latter became of the owner of the building 

situated on corner of Water and Washington streets, now occupied by A. Fishkin general store. We 

understand Mr. Warnke contemplates the erection of an opera house on the site sometime next 

summer. Business entertainment 

Oct. 2, 19101910 – Ad – Entertainment and Reception for The Soldier Boys. Wed., Oct. 8. 5:30 dinner at 

Turner Hall by ladies of the Red Cross. Parade at 7. Moving picture show at 7:30. Grand ball at 9 p.m. 

Music by Liberty Orchestra. war 

Oct. 2, 19101919– Gymnasium voted down. The special meeting of the Joint School District which has 

been discussed pro and con by our citizens and voters of the district came to a realization last Monday 

evening. The main question before the meeting was to determine on the question of building a 

gymnasium. Promptly at the time set for the meeting a large crowd of voters both men and women had 

gathered at the assembly room of the school and soon was found to be of insufficient size to 

accommodate the large assemblage and upon motion the meeting was transferred to Turner Hall. A 

number of speeches were listened to in favor and in opposition of the project. A ballot was taken and 

334 votes were cast. The result was 158 for the building of a gymnasium and 176 opposing. The building 

if it had been carried would have been erected on the site of the Congo church who were willing to 

donate their property. school 

Oct. 2, 1919 – The state trunk highway hearing was held at the courthouse last Tuesday. A number of 

routes for county considered including the road over the Stimson hill and the road from Princeton to 

Wautoma via Neshkoro. State will announce decisions at a later date. progress 

Oct. 2, 1919 – Joseph Nickodem went to Milwaukee last Tuesday afternoon to secure employment. 

bartel 



Oct. 9, 1919 – The latter part of last week one evening a number of our citizens met to discuss the 

project of a gymnasium for the high school. After due consideration and the project meeting with 

considerable favor, it was decided to circulate a subscription for the sale of shares. Up to this writing 

nearly $3,500 has been signed for. The building will be erected in the very near future and at the price of 

about $5,000. It will be built on the site of the Congregational church, which was donated by the 

congregation for that purpose. The old church building will be taken down and the usable lumber 

worked into the new building. school 

Oct. 9. 1919 – The proceeds of the new movie theatre will go for the building of a gymnasium. Alfred F. 

Warnke. School entertainment 

Oct. 16, 1919 – It is generally conceded that Princeton measured up to the occasion last week 

Wednesday in the effort to honor our boys who served under the colors. Princeton and vicinity sent as 

good boys into the war as ever went out of Wisconsin and we are justly proud of the fact. The 

Homecoming planned in their honor was a testimonial to that effect. The welcome was a warm one – 

there was no doubt of that. Our friends came from far and near to take part in the celebration. The 

parade was a prominent feature in the celebration, and many were the favorable comments on the fine 

appearance of the soldier boys in the parade. The parade formed at Turner Hall at 5:30 in the afternoon 

and was headed by the Liberty Band. They returned soldiers all clad in khaki and blue uniforms followed. 

Next came a row of automobiles laden with old war veterans and their wives and village officers. The 

Princeton State Guard also taking part in the parade. After the parade the soldiers, sailors, old war 

veterans, village officers and state guards were invited to the hall dining room and a sumptuous 6 

o’clock dinner was served. The Red Cross ladies who had the serving in charge are to be congratulated 

for furnishing so delicious a meal. After partaking of the meal, the boys were each treated to a box of 

candy and a cigar. At 7:30 o’clock a moving picture show was shown for the benefit of the boys and was 

highly enjoyed. The show was followed by a dance and hundreds taking part. …  All in all the whole affair 

was a grand success giving a satisfied feeling that the concerted efforts were appreciated and enjoyed 

by one and all. war 

Oct. 23, 1919 – 

Oct. 30, 1919 – Vincent Kancikowski purchased lot of Mrs. Seefeldt and plans to erect a blacksmith shop 

on Mechanic Street north of the Warnke lumber office. business 

Oct. 30, 1919 – Methodists now Community Church? See a few issues ago, too. religion 

Nov. 6, 1919 – Jolly Sports are coming to show you all a good time. Our Victory Ball at the Armory Hall, 

Princeton. Tuesday, Nov. 11. Arranged by Jolly Sports Club of Milwaukee. Prizes in waltz and one-step. 

Big jazz orchestra. The biggest jazzers that ever jazzed. $1.10 per couple Ladies 25 cents.  … Over 200 

numbers were sold. entertainment 

Nov. 6, 1919 – The village of Princeton has credited to it a total of 174 soldiers, sailors and war nurses 

who did their bit in the great world war. She has also better than 35 home service workers who did their 

bit to assist in winning the war, the home people who sold bonds, did Red Cross work and in every way 

assisted in the work. Honor Roll association still lacks some information for 82 men. Book will contain 

from 350-400 pages and 2200 photographs. war 



Nov. 6, 1919 – Ad for new movie show. Give this show house a name and win a prize. Will run 

Paramount Pictures every Saturday and Sunday. Such stars as Margaret Clark, Mary Pickford, Dustin 

Farnum, Pauline Frederick, John Barrymore, etc. entertainment 

Nov. 13, 1919 – Village Board offers $25 reward for evidence sufficient to convict the person or persons 

who destroyed the vines which were growing on the high school building. School crime 

Nov. 13, 1919 – A terrific storm visited this section last Monday and considerable damage was inflicted. 

The wind began to blow in the early part of the forenoon and increased in volume during the day. Many 

stack of hay on the marshes was blown over, window lights shattered and limbs from trees broken. 

Several of the awnings on our business street were torn into shreds. An eve spout was torn from the 

Fishkin store building and was carried to the opposite side of the street smashing through the door 

window of the American House and barely missing the little son of the landlord who was standing near 

the desk. The storm lasted well into the night. Weather health 

Nov. 13, 1919 – Village board last Thursday received petition with 122 signatures of taxpayers praying 

for an extended service of electric light. Board unanimously votes light may now be used from 3:30 p.m. 

until 9 a.m. or later. It is however the intention of the board that by next spring the power plant will be 

submitted to extensive alterations and after the completion, a twenty-four service will be installed. 

Surely this is a long felt want and is a much-appreciated improvement over the old system and a great 

accommodation to consumers. Improvement electricity 

Nov. 13, 1919 – Parties feature bridge and cinch. entertainment 

Nov. 13, 1919 – Emil Maager opens shoe repair shop at the Edward Reetz harness shop. business 

Nov. 13, 1919 – Miss Clara Nickodem is attending school at Watertown. Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Nickodem. bartel 

Nov. 20, 1919 – Another mention of the Community Church. Better go back and find first reference. 

religion 

Nov. 20, 1919 – Ad for “Opera House Movies” as well as “New Movie Show.” entertainment 

Nov. 20, 1919 – Gustave A. Weinkauf, county clerk, posts Legal notice regarding county referendum on 

Dec. 18 seeking permission to authorize $900,000 for improvements to state trunk highway system and 

county system of prospective state highways and streets in the villages and cities in Green Lake County. 

progress 

Nov. 20, 1919 – 75,000 await opening of deer season Friday in the northern woods. Although the one 

buck law has been repealed, allowing the killing of deer of either sex, hunters are urged by the 

Wisconsin conservation commission to spare the does and fawns. The season closes Nov. 30. 75,000 

licenses were issued as against an average of about 35,000 in prior years. Open territory was reduced by 

the closing of Jackson, Marathon and Trempealeau counties. … Eugene Thomas went to the northern 

woods the fore part this week to shoot the deer he put his tag on some time ago. So we are in good 

hopes Princeton will not be without venison this winter. Entertainment sports 

Nov. 20, 1919 – Edward Reetz selling auto curtains and auto robes and blankets. Save your auto robes 

and blankets from burning by buying a radiator hood. business 



Nov. 27, 1919 – Ad for Loyal Theatre. Dec. 11 ad mentions Loyal Theatre Orchestra directed by H.W. 

Krueger. Had been showing movies for several weeks but first one as Loyal Theatre was “The Man From 

Mexico” starring John Barrymore on Thanksgiving Eve and Thanksgiving Day. entertainment 

Nov. 27, 1919 – A list was circulated by some of our Skat Oukein or Onkein last week and a number of 

singers were procured whose intention it is to organize a Skat Club. Will meet in basement of Turner Hall 

on Sunday afternoons. entertainment 

Nov. 27, 1919 – Louis Manthey and Anrold Huenerberg have opened a shoe shining parlor in the Mrs. 

Thomas Robert shoe shop. business 

Dec. 4, 1919 –  

Dec. 11, 1919 – Arthur Oelke, one of our progressive dairy stock breeders, applied the official test to 

part of his herd. Korndide Star Champion, a senior two-year-old heifer, made a seven-day record of 

478.4 bbs milk and 21,204 pounds bbs butter. Maud Neth Kr. K. Wayne 596.87 bbs milk and 19,884 bbs 

butter. farm 

Dec. 11, 1919 – Schroeder Bros. ad: We still have a number of genuine pearls left of various sizes and 

fine lustre. We will sell reasonable. River business 

Dec. 11, 1919 – Coal shortage has affected Princeton to the extent that several passenger trains were 

taken off. All that has been left us is the passenger going east at 2:45 p.m. and the one going west at 

8:37 p.m. railroad 

Dec. 11, 1919 – Ad for The Music Shop, Princeton. ???? business 

Dec. 18, 1919 – Real estate brokers must now obtain licenses. improvement 

Dec. 24, 1919 – Mrs. S.M. Eggleston passes. history 

Dec. 24, 1919 – No paper next week, says Editor A.H. Rimpler. newspaper 

Dec. 24, 1919 – First annual adult Poultry and Rabbit Show will be held Jan. 1-4 at the Fox River House 

building. Farm progress 

Dec. 24, 1919 – The season’s greatest and best attraction a rare treat is in store for the music lovers and 

patrons of the Turner Opera House. Manager Yahr has booked for Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 the fascinating 

super five-part production of “My Hawaiian Aloha” with genuine native Hawaiian orchestra, singes and 

dancers the royal Hawaiian troupe, the foremost interpreters of the unique music. Produced by Thomas 

H. Ince, producer of the masterpiece “Civilization.” Remember with this production we carry a troupe of 

real, genuine, native Hawaiians who will give an hour’s concert both vocal and instrumental as well as 

introducing their native dance, “The Hula Hula,” which we wish to impress on your minds is high-class, 

respectful and strictly moral. … Both performances well attended. entertainment 

Dec. 24, 1919 – Census starts Jan. 2. improvement 

Dec. 24, 1919 – Dr. O.P. Schnetzky is now located on second floor of G. Teske & Son store. business 

Dec. 24, 1919 – Joseph Nickodem arrives from Marshfield to visit parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nickodem. 

bartel 



Dec. 24, 1919 – Mr. and Mrs. F.J. Yahr will winter in Los Angeles with their daughter, Mrs. F.W. 

Siegmund and family.  

-- 

1920 

Jan. 8, 1920 – At the special election held on Dec. 18 on the question of bonding for $900,000 for the 

building of good roads, the bonds were carried by a handsome majority. The cities and villages in the 

county were nearly all for the proposition while the towns mostly voted against it. The bond issue is to 

take care of the cost of building concrete and gravel roads. progress 

Jan. 8, 1920 – Erich Mueller ad. The complete Harvester line is now handled. This I.H.C. line includes the 

McCormick, Deering and Milwaukee Grain, Hay, Corn and Tillage machines. It also includes the general 

line which consists of gas and kerosene engines, grain drills, feed cutters, feed grinders, I.H.C. and New 

Racine threating machines, Titan tractors, corn shredders, binder twine, etc. … A complete line running 

from sewing machine needles up to Titan tractors is always in stock. Also pump work and drilling. 

business 

January 8, 1920 – Ad for Opera House: Mack Sennett’s Bathing Beauties in person doing high-class 

vaudeville and Mack Sennett’s world-renowned comedy, “Yankee Doodle in Berlin.” entertainment 

Jan. 8, 1920 – Frank Nowak Jr.: I wish to make known to all that I have my saw mill located on my 

father’s place in the village of Princeton previously owned by Herman Warnke, known as the Warnke 

Park. business 

Jan. 15, 1920 – Poultry show = The show room rather commodious was far too small for a show of such 

large proportions as the one held this year. Two large rooms were filled with poultry and one with 

purebred rabbits. There were over 300 birds entered and 100 rabbits. The competition in many of the 

breeds was strong and very close. Farm progress 

Jan. 22, 1920 – 

Jan. 29, 1920 – In a deal consummated on last Wednesday between Nickodems and Helmuth Wuerch, 

the later became the owner of the formers’ pool and billiard hall. Mr. Wuerch took possession Sunday 

morning. The young man has been in the employment of Kidman and Merrill for the past number of 

years. business 

Jan. 29, 1920 – J.L. Kelley of the lawn firm of Kelley and Murray of Fond du Lac will open branch office in 

the First National Bank building. business 

Jan. 29, 1920 – Law requires school board to hold regular meetings. Will be held on the last Friday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. at the school house. school 

Jan. 29, 1920 – Andrew Schultz trying to sell his store building and lot (28 x 40), creamery lot (30x40, 

part of it leased), feed mill and lot (40x140) so that he can retire. business 

Feb. 5, 1920 -  

Feb. 12, 1920 – War history committee approves Honor Roll with war records of 830 service men and 1 

nurse. war 



Feb. 12, 1920 – State conservation committee bans deer hunting in Wisconsin this year. Entertainment 

sports 

Feb. 19, 1920 – At a meeting of the Princeton Meat Market Association last Saturday afternoon it was 

decided by the members to sell their entire shares of stock to Herman Megow Jr. Herman was employed 

by the association as manager and head butcher and has held that responsible position for the pas four 

years. He has considerable experience in that line not alone in Princeton, but larger cities throughout 

the country.  business 

Feb. 19, 1920 – In a deal consummated on last Tuesday between the Gard Green estate and Erich 

Mueller, the later took over the former’s entire property fronting Water Street with a frontage of 157 

feet. The buildings were occupied by Messrs. Schroeder and family, Priske, Kinkel and Dreblow. Mr. 

Mueller, we understand, purchased same with the view of again reselling reasonable. business 

Feb 19, 1920 – The ladies of St. Patrick’s church will give a sale on March Cattle Fair in the Sam Kohnke 

building one door east of S. Mackowski’s store. business 

Feb. 19, 1920 – Sheriff’s auction scheduled Feb. 4 in foreclosure, Julius Zuehls vs. Ernest S. and Flora 

Eggleston the west 30 feet of water lot No. 26. business 

Feb. 26, 1920 – The First National Bank will be remodeled as to size of rooms, furniture, fixtures and 

vaults in the near future. A committee of stockholders and officers are at work on plans and 

arrangements to be submitted to a meeting of the stockholders in the near future. The growth in 

business and deposits the past two years has made it mandatory to arrange for a building and 

equipment which will be second to none in this part of the state. The committee working on the plans 

are Fred Spooner, Erich Mueller, O.C. Olman, Jule Kohnke and Andrew Drill. business 

Feb. 26, 1920 – From the recent census taken in our village sufficient evidence has been gained that we 

have population to make Princeton a city of the fourth class. The many advantages gained by being a 

city, a number of our businessmen prevailed upon the village to take steps necessary to effect the 

change. A mass meeting was called for last Thursday evening and a large assemblage of voters was 

present, and the sentiment in favor of the change was almost unanimous. Shortly after the meeting the 

village board made the arrangements for drawing resolutions necessary for a city charter. As it requires 

another census and a complete list of names of the inhabitants, Frank Mueller was appointed for that 

position. The change will be made before the spring election and Princeton will be divided into three 

wards, each ward having its own voting precinct. … The village proposing to make Princeton a city and 

making it necessary to have a complete record of its inhabitants, Frank Mueller, already familiar with 

this work, has been engaged by the village to take such census. All the citizens will be asked to give their 

lot number and names of their family. Mr. Mueller began the enumeration work yesterday afternoon. 

Improvement politics 

Feb. 26, 1920 – Opera House Movies. Sunday, Feb. 29. Tom Mix in “Rough Riding Romance” 

entertainment 

Feb. 26, 1920 – Edward Bartel of Green Lake was a Princeton business visitor Wednesday afternoon. 

bartel 



Feb. 26, 1920 – The undersigned having purchased the entire hardware stock from his father, Wm. 

Schroeder, and having moved same into the E. Eggleston building three doors east of Nickodem Bros. 

store I am in position to dispose of same at surprisingly low prices. If in the market for stoves, ranges or 

anything in the hardware line, it will pay you to examine this stock. Herman Schroeder. business 

March 4, 1920 – no paper 

March 11, 1920 – Notice is hearby given that a primary to be held in the several wards of the city of 

Princeton on Tuesday, March 23, the following officers are to be nominated: mayor, clerk, treasurer, 

assessor, two aldermen for each ward, three justices of the peace and one constable. Election booths 

will be in the gymnasium for the first ward, city hall for the second ward and Marshall shop for the third 

ward. Improvement politics 

March 11, 1920 – Two basketball game reports. One with Berlin as villain, other praising Ripon College 

boys. First was high school game. Second was city team. Lots of description. Entertainment sports 

March 11, 1920 – A splendid display has adorned the spacious and beautiful show window of our 

hustling furniture dealer A.A. Sommerfeldt the past week. So that our citizens could become acquainted 

with the contents of the new Honor Roll about to be published. Messrs. Starks and O’Connell of Berlin 

were here a week ago and arranged and decorated the window with flags, bunting and many pictures of 

our county boys who are to appear in this grand book about to come from the press. … Our citizens have 

had a chance first hand to see how this great history will be made up. war 

March 18, 1920 – Following candidates for office at the city primary next Tuesday, March 23, have filed 

nomination papers with the city clerk: Mayor, Erich Mueller; clerk, A.H. Rimpler; treasurer, Gotl. 

Dalman; assessor, M.M. Bednarek; Aldermen first ward, R.H. Miller, Edward Reetz; 2nd ward, F.C. 

Krueger, H.O. Giese; third ward, Rudolph Manthey, Gustav Zierke; Supervisors, first ward, Erich Mueller; 

2nd ward, O.C. Olman; third ward, W.E. Seidel. For the office of justice of the peace and constable no 

nomination papers were filed, however, we are informed several candidates are in the field for the 

office. We are also advised that opposition will be offered the office of city may and aldermen of the 

several wards. Improvement politics 

March 18, 1920 – Republic raises subscription price from $1.50 to $2 per year. newspaper 

March 18, 1920 – Gustav Yonderian, the tailor, has rented the upper rooms of the Sam Kohnke building. 

business 

March 18, 1920 – Nickodem Bros. ad is back. 

March 18, 1920 – Notice of municipal election first Tuesday of April. Polls open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. politics 

March 18, 1920 – At special meeting of the school board last Friday, Mr. Erling Frostad, high school 

principal at North Freedom, was elected principal of our school for next year to succeed Mr. Fulton, who 

resigned. There were fifteen candidates. Five called for personal interviews. Hearing lasted until 

midnight. School board joined by Supt. Kelley, Mr. Olman and Mr. Wishlinski.  Then, without one word 

of discussion, so no man knew what anyone else thought, each one of these six men present ranked 

these candidates in the order that they. … When the ballots were examined it was found that Mr. 

Frostad had received six firsts. Everyone was of the opinion that the board should elect Mr. Frostad and 

action was taken accordingly. Previously principal at Genesee and Union Grove, and city supervisor in 



Waukesha where he had 35 grade teachers under his supervision. His work there was assistant 

superintendent. school 

March 25, 1920 – The city primary election held Tuesday, March 23, brought a comparatively small vote. 

Following was the result: Mayor, Erich Mueller 166, W. Jurgens 38; first ward, R.H. Miller and Edward 

Reetz, no opposition; second ward, H.O. Giese 56, Fritz Krueger 65, Gustav Teske Jr. 22, Fred Nickodem 

4; third ward, Rudolph Manthey 41, G. Zierke 33, Joe Shurpit 11, Wm. Nowak 4; clerk, A.H. Rimpler 196; 

treasurer, Gotl. Dalman 195; assessor, M.M. Bednarek 154, W. A. Grahm 33.  … Supervisors, first ward, 

Erich Mueller; second ward, O.C. Olman; third ward, Wm. Seidel. Justices of the peace: H.E. Megow, O. 

Lichtenberg 86, Chas. Gerlach 19, Dr. Berwick 31, W.W. Whittemore 6, Frank Mueller 8; constable, L.A. 

Merrill 30, C.A. Worm 67. Politics improvement 

March 25, 1920 – The Ernest Eggleston store on Water street was sold at auction last Saturday 

afternoon. There were but a few bidders present. Julius Zuehls having put in the highest bid became the 

owner of the property. business 

March 25, 1920 – Newspaper praises Mueller for census but gives no numbers!!! Improvement politics 

April 1, 1920 – no paper found 

April 8, 1920 – City election results. Mayor: Erich Mueller 62, 86, 34; W.F. Jurgens , 25, 31, 34. Clerk, 

Rimpler; treasurer, Gotlieb Dallmann; assessor.  Politics improvement 

April 8, 1920 – We wish we could get each and everyone of our citizens to realize that a stranger 

admires you more when you say a good word about Princeton than he does if you speak of its 

weaknesses. Visitors here will think more of you if you brag on everything in town, even if you have to 

lie a little … We know we need a lot of improvements here, but compare this town with any other of 

about the same size and you’ll find we measure up pretty well. improvement 

April 8, 1920 – Mr. Martin Nowak obit. bartel 

April 8, 1920 – School board holds special meeting. So far only have one principal and one teacher 

engaged for next school year. They offered Miss Beebe and Miss Ayer a reappointment at $140 per 

month, but both declined. Miss Helen Paul and Miss Van Duser have recently accepted positions for the 

next school year at a gratifying increase in salary to Plainfield and Owen, respectively. school 

April 15, 1920 – Alfred Warnke, of Princeton, former alderman at that place, who returned from 

overseas service last fall since which he has managed the Loyal Theatre at Princeton is planning the 

erection of a $30,000 opera house at the latter place. Mr. Warnke will erect the building this summer on 

the site of the Fair Store and Harmon’s, which he recently purchased, near the Frist National Bank. Mr. 

Warnke plans the erection of a most modern building, which will include public bath, billiard hall and 

club room accommodations. – Fond du Lac Reporter. entertainment 

April 15, 1920 – Albert Francikowski is employed at garage in Fond du Lac. Arthur Jolly moves to Ripon 

to work in one of that city’s garages. Had been at Knaack & Priebe. Replaced there by Wm. Priebe, of 

Kenosha. business 

April 15, 1920 – A deal was consummated between Lee Tucker and Edw. Kallick last Tuesday whereby 

the latter became the owner of the former’s barber shop. Mr. Kallick, who is conducting a business of 



like nature in the Harmon building, will take immediate possession and move his outfit into the former’s 

stand in the DeMell building. business 

Apri 15, 1920 – Supt. Kelley has made arrangements with the State Board of Health to show the people 

of the county the two greatest health films ever produced in this country. “How Life Begins” and “The 

End of the Road.” The “End of the Road” will be shown at the Loyal Theatre at 7 p.m. April 28. It is free.  

to all. The film “gives with scientific accuracy the methods of which plants and animals come into 

existence. This complex subject is presented simply, clearly and in a most fascinating manner. … This film 

does more than merely present scientific facts, it shows their relation to human life and leaves in the 

mind of the observer a lasting inspiration.”  Health, progress 

April 22, 1920 – Mrs. Martin Bartel (Margurite LaBoy) obit. 66. From Posen. Came here when she was 7 

weeks old. Three miles west of Princeton until age 17, when they moved to Beaver Dam for two years. 

In 1872 she married Martin Bartel and resided two miles north of the city. Nine children: Mrs. Joe 

Kurkowski, of Amherst; Sister Apronia, of Grand Rapids, Michigan; Mrs. Eugene Thomas, this city; Mrs. 

S.M. Francis, of Chicago; Mrs. H.W. Smith, of Minneapolis; Joe, Edward and Walter of Twin Spring Valley.  

April 29, 1920 – Repair sewing machines, guns, musical instruments and furniture. Also furniture 

building and electrical work. Located two doors west of the S.E. Mackowski store. A.H. Luedke business 

May 6, 1920 – At a meeting of the school board last Friday evening, it was decided to combine the 

agriculture course with the manual training under one teacher, because this is an agricultural 

community. Our school has had the agricultural course for a number of years, but last year the school 

board substituted the manual training course in its place. L.W. Ryder will teach agriculture, manual 

training and sciences. school 

May 6, 1920 – Julius Schalow, Edw. Hardell and Gustav Schultz, owners of the building wherein the H.A. 

Megow meat market is conducted was sold recently to Wm. Schwenzer, who will occupy same in the 

near future with his pool and billiard hall. H.A. Megow will move his meat market into the building of his 

father one door east of the Nickodem Bros. store building. business 

May 13, 1920 – Erich Mueller elected county board chairman. politics 

May 13, 1920 – At an auction Saturday the late Edward Harroun property was sold to Martin Bartel. Mr. 

Bartel’s intention is to raze the old dwelling and in place will erect a modern new bungalow and when 

completed will become a resident of this city. Might be … Lot 8 and 9 except south 20.5 feet in block X of 

N.M. Parson addition. (April 8 legal)  

May 13, 1920 – Alfred Warnke last Saturday bought the Mrs. S.J. Harmon block on Water Street. The 

first floor of the building at the present time is occupied by the H. Wuerch billiard parlors while the 

second story is inhabited by Mrs. Harmon. Mr. Warnke intends to raze the building and in its place, he 

will erect a modern and up-to-date business block. business 

May 13, 1920 – Wm. Knaack, Geo. V. Kelley, A. Wishlinski, Wm. Priebe, Frank Nickodem, Wm. Schwanke, 

Alf. Sommerfeldt and Alfred Freiheit were passengers for Detroit Thursday afternoon to get Fords for 

the Knaack & Priebe garage. They landed in Detroit on Friday morning and that afternoon at 3 began 

their journey homeward with six touring cars, one sedan and one roadster. They arrived home at 7 p.m. 

Sunday.  …  Meanwhile, A.G. Tassler, Albert Kinas and Arthur Luedtke boarded the passenger for Flint on 



Thursday morning. Viewed city and auto works and each brought back a new Chevrolet car for the A.G. 

Tassler Garage. They arrived here Sunday afternoon. business 

May 13, 1920 – Shorty Friedrich is proprietor of Grahn’s Garage. business 

May 13, 1920 – The news is current that the Turner Operate House will be turned into a garage and a 

large modern opera house will be built in the center of the city. We understand a company is being 

formed to finance the enterprise. Entertainment business 

May 13, 1920 – The Community Church is having a Go to Church campaign. religion 

May 20, 1920 – M.E. Church invites all soldiers to Memorial services May 30. religion 

May 20, 1920 – James. L. Kelly moves law office from First National Bank building to front room of the 

Rev. A.G. Hoyer building above the Loyal Theatre. He has severed Fond du Lac partnership. In July 

formers partnership with G.E. Ostrander, of Columbus, who will have active charge of Princeton office. 

business 

May 20, 1920 – Jac Bartol will work in Fond du Lac for summer months. bartel 

May 20, 1920 – H.A. Megow, who has recently moved his meat market into the building of his father, is 

sparing no efforts toward making the shop fully equipped and neat in appearance. He is making daily 

improvements and when completed and newly painted will have one of the finest shops in this section 

of the state. business 

May 27, 1920 – At the Turner Opera house movie last Sunday evening, “In Old Kentucky” was witnessed 

by a record crowd. Every seat in the spacious hall was occupied and many were obliged to be satisfied 

with standing room. Many people we are informed were turned away. Mr. Yahr is making great effort to 

procure the best attractions obtainable and that he is succeeding in this is evidenced by the record 

audience he is drawing. Stars Anita Stewart and features scenes such as The Night Riders, The Bitter 

Feudal Battle, The Moonshiners Revenge, The Awful Dynamite Plot, Madge’s Hair Raising Leap for Life. 

entertainment 

May 27, 1920 – Fritz Mueller obit. history 

June 3, 1920 – Princeton will get a cannon just as soon as they are distributed. I do not yet know just 

when the German cannon will be distributed. war 

June 10, 1920 – St. John’s Catholic has 53 receive First Communion and 126 (56 boys) Confirmation. 

religion 

June 10, 1920 – A.G. Tassler, local agent for the Chevrolet car, boasts of having the only car able to make 

Stimson’s hill on high. This feat was accomplished by him on last Monday evening. On his ride he was 

accompanied by Emil Gorr who vouches for its truth. The hill is known as a difficult one to climb and the 

general run of cars are obliged to shift into low. improvement 

June 17, 1920 – Edmund Nickodem among PHS graduates. Ida Priebe valedictorian. school 

June 17, 1920 – Editorial seeking support for summer band concerts. entertainment 



June 17, 1920 – First political speech of the 1920 campaign was given by Alderman H.O. Kent of the 9th 

ward of Milwaukee at Turner Hall last Friday evening. Mr. Kent was a member of the Wisconsin 

Legislature from 1914-1918. Mr. Kent talked on socialism and stated the socialistic party had done 

splendid work in the Legislature. … He had many good words of praise for Senator LaFollette. politics 

June 24, 1920 – J.E. Hennig reappointed postmaster. During his administration the office was moved 

from the old building and new and up-to-date quarters were provided in the American House block. 

politics 

June 24, 1920 – Annual school meeting will be Tuesday, July 6. 

June 24, 1920 – School board completes hiring of teachers. In May 1919 the state superintendent wrote 

to the school board: I find from the inspector’s report that it has been your plan to employ, especially in 

the primary grades, teachers with limited experience. It is rare indeed that a teacher is able the first year 

to do her best work. The supervisor found that the accomplishment in your primary grades is far below 

standard. I feel that you cannot afford to continue this plan since the start the children get in school so 

vitally affects their later programs.” This year the state inspector again criticized the work done in the 

grades. To remedy this situation the recent board reorganized the grades; turned over the grade work to 

four teachers instead of six but hired only experienced teachers who had proven successful in the 

schools where they were.  … The board has not hired a kindergarten teacher and will not do so unless 

the school meeting so directs. school 

June 24, 1920 – Peggy Nowak left for Oshkosh to attend Oshkosh Normal for summer session. She is 

taking special work along first and second grade lines, which grades she is to teach in our school next 

year. School bartel 

July 1, 1920 – Alfred Warnke, who recently purchased the Harmon block on Water Street, is busily 

engaged in razing the old building. In an interview with Mr. Warnke he informed us his intentions are to 

erect and modern and up-to-minute garage in its place this summer. The building will be 40 x 80 and 

constructed of cement and brick front. The structure will include the alley way between the Harmon and 

Warnke building. business 

July 1, 1920 – Republic publishes letter form C.P. Cary, state superintendent, regarding Mr. W.T. 

Anderson’s visit May 19. “It might be said that the instruction in your school very well illustrates the 

extremes that may be found in school work. Some of the work in your school, more especially in the 

high school, was excellent, while some of the work was of a very mediocre character. This our supervisor 

reports was fully recognized by your board.” school 

July 1, 1920 – S. E. Mackowksi’s store is called The Daylight Store. business 

July 1, 1920 – Yesterday afternoon a large Curtiss air plane sailed over this city for a few minutes and 

finally landed in a nearby meadow. When it was learned its purpose was to take passengers a very large 

assemblage of citizens gathered and about twenty of the brave ones made the flight during the 

afternoon. In the evening four flights were made. Two of our ladies ventured to take the trip, Mrs. Wm. 

Grahn and Miss Ethel Behm. A number of solo flights were made today. It came here from Madison and 

is the property of the Red Arrow Flying Corporation. F.J. Sunday is the pilot and on his trip here was 

accompanied by M.H. Steele. Entertainment improvement progress 



July 8, 1920 – Carl A. Warnke of J.F. Warne & Sons dies at 41 of inflammatory rheumatism and a 

complication of diseases. history 

July 8, 1920 – The school meeting held on Tuesday proved to be the largest annual meeting ever held in 

this city. The school board presented a very full report in which they explained to the people the exact 

situation in the district. The board reported upon the financial condition showing that the district was in 

debt nearly $2,100 for running expenses. They presented to the district a list of the teachers hired for 

next year together with the salary to be paid to each teacher and also gave their reasons for making the 

changes that they did. They fully explained the condition of the building and also the different rooms. 

The meeting voted that the board should repair the heating system; fixed the term of school for next 

year at nine months; voted to abandon the kindergarten; and approved the reorganization of the grades 

as outlined by … The board also asked the advice of the meeting on changes, repairs and alterations to 

be made. The meeting instructed the board to increase the fire insurance on the building. The greatest 

interest centered around the election of a director to succeed Philip Lehner. Mr. Huenerberg nominated 

Frank Mueller. Then Supt. Geo. V. Kelley rose and in a masterful speech nominated Mr. Lehner. He told 

the meeting that never before had he seen such a businesslike and complete report presented to a 

school meeting and that the present board had done so well they ought to receive every vote. Mr. Kelley 

also very thoroughly answered the opposition by turning on the light upon the stories that were 

circulated. The ballot resulted: Philip Lehner 166, Frank Mueller 121. Eugene Kidman was elected 

treasurer and Fred Nickodem was elected clerk. school 

July 15, 1920 – At a meeting of the city council last week they entered into a contract with Princeton 

Power & Light Co. whereby the latter agree to furnish the city with a 24-hour current as soon as the 

necessary equipment can be installed. The company intends to have their entire channel dredged in the 

very near future so as to gain additional water power. They also intend to build new flumes, install new 

water wheels, new generators and other machinery necessary for the production of current. Work on 

the new system will begin immediately. This is a long felt want in our city and is something which has 

been desired by a number of our citizens for the past number of years. Improvement electricity 

July 15, 1920 – Martin Bartol, who for the past number of days was busily engaged in razing the late 

Harroun residence, has the work nearly completed. Mr. Bartol in the near future will erect a modern 

bungalow in its place. bartel 

July 22, 1920 – Americanization essay by Oscar H. Lichtenberg. war 

July 22, 1920 – Ad for The Loyal. entertainment 

July 29, 1920 – Wm. Schroeder Jr. has recently sold his house boat “Hunters Home” to Neenah parties. 

The boat will be taken to Lake Poygan and will be used for hunting purposes. Business river 

entertainment 

July 29, 1920 – J.F. Warnke & Sons who have conducted their jewelry business in The First National Bank 

building for the past number of years has rented the west room of the Sam Kohnke building and will 

move there in the future. business 

Aug. 5, 1920 – Honor Roll is completed. Cost $19,000 to produce 3,000 copies. war 



Aug. 5, 1920 – “The Lost Batallion” at the Opera House Movies on Wed., Aug. 11. Also Charley Chaplin in 

“Some Nerve” entertainment 

Aug. 5, 1920 – Sen. Wilcox speaks here: Declaring that progressive constitutional legislation and not 

political upheaval is the way to true reform, Senator Roy P. Wilcox, candidate for the Republican 

nomination for governor, spoke here to a large crowd last Tuesday evening. He said the nonpartisan 

league is only socialism under different name. The progress for industrial reform outlined by Senator 

Wilcox, included a living family wage for every adult worker; legal enforcement of one day’s rest in seen; 

equal pay for women in industry for equal work; and the right to organize and bargain collectively. 

Supports bonding for roads, higher wages for teachers, consolidating rural districts. “The road from the 

farm to the fireside is altogether too long,” he said, discussing marketing problems. “There are too many 

toll gates set up along that road, taking toll for services which serve no useful purpose.” He has already 

made one hundred speeches. politics 

Aug. 5, 1920 – Airplane leaves for Madison: Last Saturday the large Curtis airplane of the Red Arrow 

Flying Corporation, which came here nearly five weeks ago, left here on last Saturday afternoon for 

Madison. The flight there from this city was made in 45 minutes. The aeroplane came here on June 30th, 

and made a number of flights carrying passengers. The pilot, Mr. Sunday, was to give exhibition flights 

on the following Saturday noon, but it will be remembered that the craft was damaged by a fall that it 

was rendered useless for a time being. The wings which had been damaged were replaced last week. 

The owners who have been with us since the mishap are jolly good fellows and well met and the many 

friends they have made here during their stay here were sorry of their leave. They have, however, given 

promise to return at a future date. Improvement entertainment progress 

Aug. 12, 1920 – Milwaukee Sunday Journal: Some of Wisconsin’s finest pearls have been found in the 

Fox River at Princeton, which lies 10 miles west of Green Lake. One can see at intervals the camps of the 

“clammers” who dig for clams and send the shells to the button factories. The field which has always 

been rich in this product is practically exhausted. The river is very low and this year’s catch has been 

very poor. One man had an excellent collection of pearls found in these clams which he valued at $100. 

There were  31 varying from pinhead size to that of a marrow fat pea and of all colors from deep pink to 

steel gray. The smallest was valued at $2.” Editor’s note: Collection is valued not at $100 but by several 

times that amount. Another party of this city has a single pearl he found which he values at more than 

$100. Business river 

Aug 12, 1920 – Peter Bartol and little son of Cudahy who are visiting with his parents at Berlin autoed 

here Tuesday afternoon and were brief visitors with friends and his brother John and family. They were 

accompanied by his father. bartel 

Aug. 12, 1920 – Frank Nickodem, the chiropractor, accompanied by his brother, Edmund, left for Toldeo, 

Ohio, last Tuesday morning where the former will open an office. The latter will remain with him and 

attend school. business 

Aug. 19, 1920 – Col. Gilbert E. Seaman, Republican candidate for governor, speaks in Princeton last 

Tuesday. “Wisconsin need not be saved by anyone. These men who bared their breasts to the blast of 

war, them with whom I fought in the battles of Argonne, Chatteau Theirry, the Marne, they saved 

Wisconsin. It is presumption on the part of any candidate, any office seeker to glibly say that Wisconsin 

needs him to save Wisconsin. Wisconsin doesn’t need saving. The men saved the state if it needed 



saving while these men were running for office.” He assails the nonpartisan league as a socialistic 

organization. politics 

Aug. 19, 1920 – Principal Earling Frostad arrives from Milwaukee. “His arrival in the city a full month 

before school begins shows his advance interest and determination to have everything prepared and in 

readiness for a successful school year. … What we need at this time in our local school is definiteness of 

aim and more systematic and energetic effort on the part of the teachers and the student body. 

According to state authorities our local school is below standard and well directed energetic and 

systematic work on the part of Principal Frostad and his efficient corps of teachers will bring our school 

back to a standard that will be a real credit to the people of our city. school 

Aug. 26, 1920 – School will open on Monday, Sept. 13. Four courses will be offered in high school: 

English, commercial, home economics and agriculture. school 

Aug. 26, 1920 – dr. and Mrs. O.P. Schnetzky have the distinction of having received the first hunting 

license in this county. The doctor holds No. 1 and Mrs. Schnetzky has license No. 2. Entertainment sports 

Sept. 2, 1920 – Some candidates for office this year are trying to make the wet and dry question an issue 

in this campaign.  …  The wet argument is a mere delusion to get votes. The reason for this is that the 

United States constitutional amendment prohibits the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors, Any 

law that authorizes the sale of intoxicating liquor is unconstitutional and void.  …  So do not permit any 

one to deceive you with wet and dry talk. That is not an issue in this campaign. Look to the big issues, 

like profiteering, and then vote for men who are right on those big questions. Politics prohibition 

Sept. 2, 1920 – The primaries are Sept. 7, 1920. Polls open until 8 o’clock. Women can vote same as 

men. politics 

Sept. 9, 1920 – Small vote in primary. Although the women were privileged to cast their first vote for 

state and county officers yet a small number took advantage of the privilege.  politics 

Sept. 9, 1920 – At the Green Lake County Fair at Berlin last week, Thos. Eisenhut, cheesemaker at the 

Princeton factory, entered two American cheese in competition with the other cheese entered from 

Green Lake County factories and won first and second prize. business 

Sept. 16, 1920 – The dredge which the Princeton Power & Light Co. purchased a number of weeks ago at 

Berlin for enlarging and improving the mill channel arrived here last week and was unloaded. The 

dredge consists of boiler, machinery and dipper. The latter having a capacity of three-fourths of a yard 

of dirt. The hull for the dredge will not be constructed until the later part this fall. It an interview with 

Mayor Mueller, interested in the company, informed us that no dredging will be done this fall because 

of the lateness in getting things ready and in working order. The machinery and all belongings will be 

hauled to the commencing point of the channel from whence dredging will being in the early part next 

spring. The company, however, will begin the erection of a new power house. … words missing … The 

new power house will be erected directly south of the former power plant. It is the intention of the 

company to build everything modern and to install electrical machinery of the latest type. When 

completed Princeton can well boast of having one of the finest electrical power plants in this section of 

the state. Improvement electricity 



Sept. 16, 1920 – Last Monday Sept. 13 school begin. Teachers: Principal, Erling Frostad; agriculture, LW 

Rader; domestic science, Cecilia Cain; mathematics, Marle Masterson; English, Ethel Kaump; 

commercial, Lucille Mueller; 7 and 8 grade, Emma Ellinger; 5 and 6 grade, Anna Danielson; 3 and 4 

grade, Norma Polfuss; 1 and 2 grade, Peggy Nowak. school 

Sept. 16, 1920 – An order establishing a one-buck limit for hunters has been issued by the conservation 

commission.  …  The heavy slaughter of deer last winter, when the limit was one deer of either sex, if 

continued another season, would menace the herds in the state seriously. It is estimated that 25,000 

deer were taken last year. Entertainment sports 

Sept. 16, 1920 – Big auction at Twin Spring Farm on the old Dartford road on Monday, Sept. 20. 22 head 

of cattle, machinery, more. Walter S. Bartel, proprietor. Eugene Thomas, auctioneer. bartel 

Sept. 23, 1920 – Officers of the Princeton Power & Light Company Inc. selling stock. Charter authorizing 

the company to carry on business has been issued by the secretary of state. A contract with the City of 

Princeton for 20 years has been draft and signed by city officials. This contract judging from past records 

of the light plant will without a doubt enable the officers of the company to pay all stockholders an 

annual dividend of 7 percent. The company contemplates selling $18,000 worth of stock, and the 

proceeds from each sale will be used to pay for the property in its present condition and all 

improvements necessary for the development of such electric service as the people of Princeton have 

asked for. Shares will be sold at $100 each and bear interest from Oct. 1, 1920.  Improvement electricity 

Sept. 23, 1920 – The Princeton Power & Light Co. began breaking ground for their new power house, 

directly south of the old power plant. The building we understand will be constructed of cement. 

Improvement electricity 

Sept. 30, 1920 – 

Oct. 7, 1920 – The Princeton Power & Light Co. last Tuesday began operations on the West Side in 

breaking ground for their new power plant. Their engineer arrived here on last Monday morning and has 

a crew who are making preparations for the new concrete building and concrete water tunnels. About 

seven carloads of cement will be consumed to complete the work. We are informed by the company 

that a 24-hour electric light service will be furnished within a few months. Improvement electricity 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Special engagement, “Oh You Girls,” Wm. Wamsher Amusement Company Inc. A musical 

mélange of mirth and melody. Girls, girls and then some more girls Two hours of fun song and laughter.  

…  From Maine to California, and from the northernmost cities of Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, the 

latest New York musical comedy sensation, “Oh You Girls,” has been given the glad hand and has proven 

beyond a doubt the greatest musical success of the decade. Oct. 10 at Opera House. 35 people in cast. 

entertainment 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Honor Roll books are available at First National Bank. war 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Road Supervisor D. Williams and crew of men came here last Friday from the south part of 

the county and are engaged in building the road commencing at the St. John’s Polish church going north. 

progress 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Full page notice of referendum. New statute to provide for enforcement of Article 18 of 

the Constitution of the United States, providing penalties, making an appropriation and defining 



intoxicating liquor. 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act of Congress enforcing same. Politics 

prohibition 

Oct. 14, 1920 – “Oh You Girls” drew a good-sized audience. The dancing and songs were very 

entertaining, to say nothing of the swarm of pretty girls and the handsome costumes. They sure were 

full of pep and kept the audience in a continual roar of laughter.” entertainment 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Last week a number of Federal officers came to this city and some investigations were 

made. Rumor has it that a number of stills are in operation in the vicinity and moonshine is being sold. 

We are informed that a number of parties were questioned by these men, but thus far we have been 

unable to learn if definite information has been gained. No arrests have been made thus far. Politics 

prohibition 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Democratic candidate for Congress L.P. Fox speaks at Turner Hall. His main subject was 

the League of Nations. A.J. Likaszewski addressed the audience on the issues of the campaign in Polish. 

politics 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Chiropractors Beaver & Beaver, of Milwaukee, have obtained living and office quarters 

from Mrs. Jennie Roberts opposite the Turner Hall. business 

Oct. 21, 1920 Princeton State Bank filling out applications for all soldiers in the World War who are 

entitled to a Victory Medal. Bring your discharge papers along. war 

Oct. 21, 1920 – The case of Eayes??? Pynovich??? And Pete Suzich??? Has been on trial at the City Hall 

on Friday of last week and Wednesday this week before Judge H.E. Megow and Judge T.A. Berwick was 

bound over to the January term of the circuit court. Their bail was placed at $500 each, which they 

furnished. The charges preferred against the defendants were for violation of the Prohibition Law. They 

were apprehended by Officer Wm. Keys last Thursday evening for having in their possession a bottle of 

liquor and a two-gallon jug which contained a strong odor of liquor. Their home, they claim, is West 

Allis. Politics prohibition crime 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Mrs. Megow, of Washington, D.C. was an arrival the latter part of last week and is a 

visitor with her relatives, Judge and Mrs. H.E. Megow. Last evening at the Nickodem store she delivered 

a speech before a large and interested audience on socialism. Mrs. Megow is an able and fluent speaker 

and holds the interest of her listeners to the finish. Politics suffrage 

Oct. 28, 1920 – Three ballots will be given to each voter at the election on Nov. 2nd, each one printed on 

different colored paper. First is the referendum ballot, which is printed on pink paper. Second, the state 

and county ballot, which is printed on white paper, and third is the presidential ballot which was 

supposed to be printed on blue paper but since it was impossible to procure the blue paper, Attorney 

General Blaine has ruled that wherever the blue color is not available, some other color may be 

substituted but not white or pink. In this county green paper was used for the latter ballot. politics 

Oct. 28, 1920 – All ladies of GLC urged to attend county meeting at Green Lake on Oct. 30 at Thrasher’s 

Opera House. Mrs. Lucien T. Sprague sent by the National Republican Committee of Chicago will speak. 

Politics suffrage 

Nov. 4, 1920 – (pdf has nov. 11 before nov. 4) 



Nov. 4, 1920 – County votes for Harding for President 2972-850 over Cox, and Blaine over Robert B 

McCoy for governor 2381-1890. City of Princeton: Harding 375-91, Blaine 311-139. Town of Princeton: 

Harding 132, Cox 46; Blaine 134, McCoy 46 politics 

Nov. 4, 1920 – Home talent play, “The Private Secretary,” was staged last Friday in Turner Opera House. 

entertainment 

Nov. 4, 1920 – Trench No. 2 are making preparations for Nov. 11 dance. Baker’s Ginger Orchestra of 

Milwaukee has been engaged. entertainment 

Nov. 11, 1920 – More than two years ago when the call was issued for young men to serve their country, 

Stanish Napieralla, one of Princeton’s young and gallant men, readily responded and enlisted in Co. G, 

5th Wisconsin Infantry, a company organized in the city of Berlin. He was sent to Camp Douglas and later 

to Camp McArthur, Texas. He went overseas on March 2, 1918, and took part in all operations of the 

128th Infantry, 32nd Division, to which company head had been transferred later. On July 14, 1918, he 

was severely wounded in action and taken to St. Agnie, France, where he died on October 24, 1918. It 

was on Friday of last week that a message came to this city announcing that the remains of this worthy 

young man would arrive that evening. Many friends and acquaintances had gathered at the station to 

await the arrival. His body escorted by Trench Co. No. 2 and the Princeton State Guards was taken to the 

home of his mother on First street and held in state until Monday morning when he was taken to the St. 

John’s Catholic Church where the funeral services were held by Rev. J.S. Chylewski of this city and Rev. 

Jos. Plata, of Ripon. The former conducting services in the Polish language and the latter in English. 

Again at this occasion Trench Co. No. 2 and the Guards escorted the body. Interment was made in 

church cemetery and at the lowering of the casket, musician of the guards. Chas. Marquardt, sounded 

taps. So like other brave young soldiers has offered his all on the altar of freedom and the sacrifice has 

won him a place among the heroic dead. … war 

Nov. 11, 1920 – Harding and Coolidge win sweeping victory; Republicans in complete control of 

Congress. John J. Blaine was an easy winner over Col Robert H McCoy, democratic candidate for 

governor of Wisconsin, and carried into power with him all the Republican candidates for state offices. 

Blaine ran as independent in 1914.  politics 

Nov. 11, 1920 – Leo Bartol and his brother Peter autoed to Cudahy Saturday for a visit there and in 

Milwaukee with relatives. bartel 

Nov. 18, 1920 – Oscar H. Lichtenberg essay on Pro-Germanism or Pan-Germanism? League of Nations. 

war 

Nov. 18, 1920 – Home-made distilling in the next three years will, at the present rate of manufacturing, 

by experienced men and women, take the toll of more lives than America lost in the World war, is the 

announcement made by physicians in a warning. The best policy is not to drink any “moonshine” which 

you did not make yourself because you cannot tell from what it is made. Politics prohibition 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Turner Hall changes hands. The Turner Hall for the past great many years owned and 

conducted by a number of our citizens was recently sold to three of our hustling young business men, 

V.F. Yahr, Frank Mueller Jr. and Orlo Maulick. The newly organized company contemplate many changes 

and improvements in the Opera House. Last week they went to Milwaukee and purchased 320 new 

opera chairs of the latest type which are expected here in a very few days. New chandeliers have been 



purchased and other electric fixtures will be installed, which means an entire new lighting system. A new 

spot light was also procured. The new company will also install a new gallery that will accommodate 

several hundred people. The front entrance of the hall will be remodeled, swinging doors will be made, 

and the ticket office will be installed in the hallway. A canopy will be built which will extend over the 

walk. When completed it promises to be one of the best equipped and most complete opera houses in 

this part of the state. Entertainment business 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Last Saturday a deal was consummated between Merrill Bros. and Dahlke & Giese 

whereby the latter became the owners of the former’s livery barn and the lots. We understand the 

former owners will resume the property until next spring for the storage of their vehicles and housing 

their horses. We were unable to learn what the new owners propose to do with the newly acquired 

property. business 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Loyal Theatre ads call it The Loyal. entertainment 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Fred E. Yahr, accompanied by a friend from Milwaukee, came here last Tuesday and 

demonstrated a new make phonograph. The instrument is of a late construction, is nice and clear in 

tone and very loud. It can however be adjusted to soft and sweet playing. The instrument was played on 

the street and could be heard for a number of blocks away. entertainment 

Dec. 2, 1920 – Princeton joined in the statewide movement to raise funds with which to purchase food 

for the starving children of Germany. The quota for Princeton had been set for $175 and when the 

committees had finished their task the handsome sum of more than $600 had been collected. war 

Dec. 2, 1920 – J.F. Warnke & Sons sell saw mill to Wm. Grahn. The saw mill will remain in same place on 

the Fox River bank. business 

Dec. 9, 1920 – County agent notes mentions short course.  Progress farm 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Martin Bartol, who visited for a number of days with his daughter, Mrs. Kurkowski, near 

Amherst, returned home the latter part of last week. bartel 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Walter Frost sells two purebred Poland China sows to Joe Wyse for his farm in Montana. 

Sold for $25 apiece. Here again it fully demonstrates that it pays to raise purebred Poland China hogs. 

Farm progress 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Mrs. Lee J. Whittemore, of late a resident of Fond du Lac, will return and conduct a 

restaurant in the A. Schultz building, two doors east of the post office. The rooms are being placed in 

condition and in a few days will be opened to the public. business 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Chas. Dahlke, of Neshkoro, was a business visitor in this city last Monday. While here he 

disposed of one of his lots near the turn table to the company who contemplate the erection of a 

gasoline filling station next spring. business 

Dec. 16, 1920 – Eight leading American relief organizations have banded together in a joint appeal in 

behalf of Europe’s suffering children. They are the Americans Relief Administration, the American Red 

Cross, the American Friends’ Relief Committee (Quakers), the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, the 

Federal Churches of Christ in America, the Knights of Columbus, the YMCA and YWCA. war 



Dec. 23, 1920 – Through the courtesy of Mr. Alfred Warnke, lease of the Loyal Theatre, and under the 

auspices of the Community Church, our city was given a fine musical treat last Sunday afternoon. A 

chorus composed of singers from Ripon and Green Lake gave the cantata, “The Pilgrims of 1620 

under the direction of Prof. A.F. Fehlandt of Ripon College. entertainment 

Dec. 23, 1920 – County raises $1,879.84 for starving children of Germany. City of Princeton $601.64, 

town $152 and St. Marie 165.75. war 

Dec. 23, 1920 – State Superintendent Cary has just offered Principal Frostad an appointment as county 

superintendent of schools of Racine County at $2,800 per year. This is one of the largest counties in the 

state and this offer is certainly a handsome compliment to our new principal. school 

Dec. 23, 1920 – Jessie Eggleston announces she is married to Paul Ladwig of Ripon. A wedding 

announcement was mailed by her to her mother the latter part of last week stating that the wedding 

occurred at Menominee, Michigan, on June 19, 1920, and was performed by Rev. T.A. Greenwood. The 

bride, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.W. Eggleston, was born and reared in this city and has always 

made her home here. They will make their home in the city of Ripon.  

Dec. 30, 1920 – no paper 

1921 

1920 

Jan. 8, 1920 – At the special election held on Dec. 18 on the question of bonding for $900,000 for the 

building of good roads, the bonds were carried by a handsome majority. The cities and villages in the 

county were nearly all for the proposition while the towns mostly voted against it. The bond issue is to 

take care of the cost of building concrete and gravel roads. progress 

Jan. 8, 1920 – Erich Mueller ad. The complete Harvester line is now handled. This I.H.C. line includes the 

McCormick, Deering and Milwaukee Grain, Hay, Corn and Tillage machines. It also includes the general 

line which consists of gas and kerosene engines, grain drills, feed cutters, feed grinders, I.H.C. and New 

Racine threating machines, Titan tractors, corn shredders, binder twine, etc. … A complete line running 

from sewing machine needles up to Titan tractors is always in stock. Also pump work and drilling. 

business 

January 8, 1920 – Ad for Opera House: Mack Sennett’s Bathing Beauties in person doing high-class 

vaudeville and Mack Sennett’s world-renowned comedy, “Yankee Doodle in Berlin.” entertainment 

Jan. 8, 1920 – Frank Nowak Jr.: I wish to make known to all that I have my saw mill located on my 

father’s place in the village of Princeton previously owned by Herman Warnke, known as the Warnke 

Park. business 

Jan. 15, 1920 – Poultry show = The show room rather commodious was far too small for a show of such 

large proportions as the one held this year. Two large rooms were filled with poultry and one with 

purebred rabbits. There were over 300 birds entered and 100 rabbits. The competition in many of the 

breeds was strong and very close. Farm progress 

Jan. 22, 1920 – 



Jan. 29, 1920 – In a deal consummated on last Wednesday between Nickodems and Helmuth Wuerch, 

the later became the owner of the formers’ pool and billiard hall. Mr. Wuerch took possession Sunday 

morning. The young man has been in the employment of Kidman and Merrill for the past number of 

years. business 

Jan. 29, 1920 – J.L. Kelley of the lawn firm of Kelley and Murray of Fond du Lac will open branch office in 

the First National Bank building. business 

Jan. 29, 1920 – Law requires school board to hold regular meetings. Will be held on the last Friday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m. at the school house. school 

Jan. 29, 1920 – Andrew Schultz trying to sell his store building and lot (28 x 40), creamery lot (30x40, 

part of it leased), feed mill and lot (40x140) so that he can retire. business 

Feb. 5, 1920 -  

Feb. 12, 1920 – War history committee approves Honor Roll with war records of 830 service men and 1 

nurse. war 

Feb. 12, 1920 – State conservation committee bans deer hunting in Wisconsin this year. Entertainment 

sports 

Feb. 19, 1920 – At a meeting of the Princeton Meat Market Association last Saturday afternoon it was 

decided by the members to sell their entire shares of stock to Herman Megow Jr. Herman was employed 

by the association as manager and head butcher and has held that responsible position for the pas four 

years. He has considerable experience in that line not alone in Princeton, but larger cities throughout 

the country.  business 

Feb. 19, 1920 – In a deal consummated on last Tuesday between the Gard Green estate and Erich 

Mueller, the later took over the former’s entire property fronting Water Street with a frontage of 157 

feet. The buildings were occupied by Messrs. Schroeder and family, Priske, Kinkel and Dreblow. Mr. 

Mueller, we understand, purchased same with the view of again reselling reasonable. business 

Feb 19, 1920 – The ladies of St. Patrick’s church will give a sale on March Cattle Fair in the Sam Kohnke 

building one door east of S. Mackowski’s store. business 

Feb. 19, 1920 – Sheriff’s auction scheduled Feb. 4 in foreclosure, Julius Zuehls vs. Ernest S. and Flora 

Eggleston the west 30 feet of water lot No. 26. business 

Feb. 26, 1920 – The First National Bank will be remodeled as to size of rooms, furniture, fixtures and 

vaults in the near future. A committee of stockholders and officers are at work on plans and 

arrangements to be submitted to a meeting of the stockholders in the near future. The growth in 

business and deposits the past two years has made it mandatory to arrange for a building and 

equipment which will be second to none in this part of the state. The committee working on the plans 

are Fred Spooner, Erich Mueller, O.C. Olman, Jule Kohnke and Andrew Drill. business 

Feb. 26, 1920 – From the recent census taken in our village sufficient evidence has been gained that we 

have population to make Princeton a city of the fourth class. The many advantages gained by being a 

city, a number of our businessmen prevailed upon the village to take steps necessary to effect the 

change. A mass meeting was called for last Thursday evening and a large assemblage of voters was 



present, and the sentiment in favor of the change was almost unanimous. Shortly after the meeting the 

village board made the arrangements for drawing resolutions necessary for a city charter. As it requires 

another census and a complete list of names of the inhabitants, Frank Mueller was appointed for that 

position. The change will be made before the spring election and Princeton will be divided into three 

wards, each ward having its own voting precinct. … The village proposing to make Princeton a city and 

making it necessary to have a complete record of its inhabitants, Frank Mueller, already familiar with 

this work, has been engaged by the village to take such census. All the citizens will be asked to give their 

lot number and names of their family. Mr. Mueller began the enumeration work yesterday afternoon. 

Improvement politics 

Feb. 26, 1920 – Opera House Movies. Sunday, Feb. 29. Tom Mix in “Rough Riding Romance” 

entertainment 

Feb. 26, 1920 – Edward Bartel of Green Lake was a Princeton business visitor Wednesday afternoon. 

bartel 

Feb. 26, 1920 – The undersigned having purchased the entire hardware stock from his father, Wm. 

Schroeder, and having moved same into the E. Eggleston building three doors east of Nickodem Bros. 

store I am in position to dispose of same at surprisingly low prices. If in the market for stoves, ranges or 

anything in the hardware line, it will pay you to examine this stock. Herman Schroeder. business 

March 4, 1920 – no paper 

March 11, 1920 – Notice is hearby given that a primary to be held in the several wards of the city of 

Princeton on Tuesday, March 23, the following officers are to be nominated: mayor, clerk, treasurer, 

assessor, two aldermen for each ward, three justices of the peace and one constable. Election booths 

will be in the gymnasium for the first ward, city hall for the second ward and Marshall shop for the third 

ward. Improvement politics 

March 11, 1920 – Two basketball game reports. One with Berlin as villain, other praising Ripon College 

boys. First was high school game. Second was city team. Lots of description. Entertainment sports 

March 11, 1920 – A splendid display has adorned the spacious and beautiful show window of our 

hustling furniture dealer A.A. Sommerfeldt the past week. So that our citizens could become acquainted 

with the contents of the new Honor Roll about to be published. Messrs. Starks and O’Connell of Berlin 

were here a week ago and arranged and decorated the window with flags, bunting and many pictures of 

our county boys who are to appear in this grand book about to come from the press. … Our citizens have 

had a chance first hand to see how this great history will be made up. war 

March 18, 1920 – Following candidates for office at the city primary next Tuesday, March 23, have filed 

nomination papers with the city clerk: Mayor, Erich Mueller; clerk, A.H. Rimpler; treasurer, Gotl. 

Dalman; assessor, M.M. Bednarek; Aldermen first ward, R.H. Miller, Edward Reetz; 2nd ward, F.C. 

Krueger, H.O. Giese; third ward, Rudolph Manthey, Gustav Zierke; Supervisors, first ward, Erich Mueller; 

2nd ward, O.C. Olman; third ward, W.E. Seidel. For the office of justice of the peace and constable no 

nomination papers were filed, however, we are informed several candidates are in the field for the 

office. We are also advised that opposition will be offered the office of city may and aldermen of the 

several wards. Improvement politics 



March 18, 1920 – Republic raises subscription price from $1.50 to $2 per year. newspaper 

March 18, 1920 – Gustav Yonderian, the tailor, has rented the upper rooms of the Sam Kohnke building. 

business 

March 18, 1920 – Nickodem Bros. ad is back. 

March 18, 1920 – Notice of municipal election first Tuesday of April. Polls open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. politics 

March 18, 1920 – At special meeting of the school board last Friday, Mr. Erling Frostad, high school 

principal at North Freedom, was elected principal of our school for next year to succeed Mr. Fulton, who 

resigned. There were fifteen candidates. Five called for personal interviews. Hearing lasted until 

midnight. School board joined by Supt. Kelley, Mr. Olman and Mr. Wishlinski.  Then, without one word 

of discussion, so no man knew what anyone else thought, each one of these six men present ranked 

these candidates in the order that they. … When the ballots were examined it was found that Mr. 

Frostad had received six firsts. Everyone was of the opinion that the board should elect Mr. Frostad and 

action was taken accordingly. Previously principal at Genesee and Union Grove, and city supervisor in 

Waukesha where he had 35 grade teachers under his supervision. His work there was assistant 

superintendent. school 

March 25, 1920 – The city primary election held Tuesday, March 23, brought a comparatively small vote. 

Following was the result: Mayor, Erich Mueller 166, W. Jurgens 38; first ward, R.H. Miller and Edward 

Reetz, no opposition; second ward, H.O. Giese 56, Fritz Krueger 65, Gustav Teske Jr. 22, Fred Nickodem 

4; third ward, Rudolph Manthey 41, G. Zierke 33, Joe Shurpit 11, Wm. Nowak 4; clerk, A.H. Rimpler 196; 

treasurer, Gotl. Dalman 195; assessor, M.M. Bednarek 154, W. A. Grahm 33.  … Supervisors, first ward, 

Erich Mueller; second ward, O.C. Olman; third ward, Wm. Seidel. Justices of the peace: H.E. Megow, O. 

Lichtenberg 86, Chas. Gerlach 19, Dr. Berwick 31, W.W. Whittemore 6, Frank Mueller 8; constable, L.A. 

Merrill 30, C.A. Worm 67. Politics improvement 

March 25, 1920 – The Ernest Eggleston store on Water street was sold at auction last Saturday 

afternoon. There were but a few bidders present. Julius Zuehls having put in the highest bid became the 

owner of the property. business 

March 25, 1920 – Newspaper praises Mueller for census but gives no numbers!!! Improvement politics 

April 1, 1920 – no paper found 

April 8, 1920 – City election results. Mayor: Erich Mueller 62, 86, 34; W.F. Jurgens , 25, 31, 34. Clerk, 

Rimpler; treasurer, Gotlieb Dallmann; assessor.  Politics improvement 

April 8, 1920 – We wish we could get each and everyone of our citizens to realize that a stranger 

admires you more when you say a good word about Princeton than he does if you speak of its 

weaknesses. Visitors here will think more of you if you brag on everything in town, even if you have to 

lie a little … We know we need a lot of improvements here, but compare this town with any other of 

about the same size and you’ll find we measure up pretty well. improvement 

April 8, 1920 – Mr. Martin Nowak obit. bartel 

April 8, 1920 – School board holds special meeting. So far only have one principal and one teacher 

engaged for next school year. They offered Miss Beebe and Miss Ayer a reappointment at $140 per 



month, but both declined. Miss Helen Paul and Miss Van Duser have recently accepted positions for the 

next school year at a gratifying increase in salary to Plainfield and Owen, respectively. school 

April 15, 1920 – Alfred Warnke, of Princeton, former alderman at that place, who returned from 

overseas service last fall since which he has managed the Loyal Theatre at Princeton is planning the 

erection of a $30,000 opera house at the latter place. Mr. Warnke will erect the building this summer on 

the site of the Fair Store and Harmon’s, which he recently purchased, near the Frist National Bank. Mr. 

Warnke plans the erection of a most modern building, which will include public bath, billiard hall and 

club room accommodations. – Fond du Lac Reporter. entertainment 

April 15, 1920 – Albert Francikowski is employed at garage in Fond du Lac. Arthur Jolly moves to Ripon 

to work in one of that city’s garages. Had been at Knaack & Priebe. Replaced there by Wm. Priebe, of 

Kenosha. business 

April 15, 1920 – A deal was consummated between Lee Tucker and Edw. Kallick last Tuesday whereby 

the latter became the owner of the former’s barber shop. Mr. Kallick, who is conducting a business of 

like nature in the Harmon building, will take immediate possession and move his outfit into the former’s 

stand in the DeMell building. business 

Apri 15, 1920 – Supt. Kelley has made arrangements with the State Board of Health to show the people 

of the county the two greatest health films ever produced in this country. “How Life Begins” and “The 

End of the Road.” The “End of the Road” will be shown at the Loyal Theatre at 7 p.m. April 28. It is free.  

to all. The film “gives with scientific accuracy the methods of which plants and animals come into 

existence. This complex subject is presented simply, clearly and in a most fascinating manner. … This film 

does more than merely present scientific facts, it shows their relation to human life and leaves in the 

mind of the observer a lasting inspiration.”  Health, progress 

April 22, 1920 – Mrs. Martin Bartel (Margurite LaBoy) obit. 66. From Posen. Came here when she was 7 

weeks old. Three miles west of Princeton until age 17, when they moved to Beaver Dam for two years. 

In 1872 she married Martin Bartel and resided two miles north of the city. Nine children: Mrs. Joe 

Kurkowski, of Amherst; Sister Apronia, of Grand Rapids, Michigan; Mrs. Eugene Thomas, this city; Mrs. 

S.M. Francis, of Chicago; Mrs. H.W. Smith, of Minneapolis; Joe, Edward and Walter of Twin Spring Valley.  

April 29, 1920 – Repair sewing machines, guns, musical instruments and furniture. Also furniture 

building and electrical work. Located two doors west of the S.E. Mackowski store. A.H. Luedke business 

May 6, 1920 – At a meeting of the school board last Friday evening, it was decided to combine the 

agriculture course with the manual training under one teacher, because this is an agricultural 

community. Our school has had the agricultural course for a number of years, but last year the school 

board substituted the manual training course in its place. L.W. Ryder will teach agriculture, manual 

training and sciences. school 

May 6, 1920 – Julius Schalow, Edw. Hardell and Gustav Schultz, owners of the building wherein the H.A. 

Megow meat market is conducted was sold recently to Wm. Schwenzer, who will occupy same in the 

near future with his pool and billiard hall. H.A. Megow will move his meat market into the building of his 

father one door east of the Nickodem Bros. store building. business 

May 13, 1920 – Erich Mueller elected county board chairman. politics 



May 13, 1920 – At an auction Saturday the late Edward Harroun property was sold to Martin Bartel. Mr. 

Bartel’s intention is to raze the old dwelling and in place will erect a modern new bungalow and when 

completed will become a resident of this city. Might be … Lot 8 and 9 except south 20.5 feet in block X of 

N.M. Parson addition. (April 8 legal)  

May 13, 1920 – Alfred Warnke last Saturday bought the Mrs. S.J. Harmon block on Water Street. The 

first floor of the building at the present time is occupied by the H. Wuerch billiard parlors while the 

second story is inhabited by Mrs. Harmon. Mr. Warnke intends to raze the building and in its place, he 

will erect a modern and up-to-date business block. business 

May 13, 1920 – Wm. Knaack, Geo. V. Kelley, A. Wishlinski, Wm. Priebe, Frank Nickodem, Wm. Schwanke, 

Alf. Sommerfeldt and Alfred Freiheit were passengers for Detroit Thursday afternoon to get Fords for 

the Knaack & Priebe garage. They landed in Detroit on Friday morning and that afternoon at 3 began 

their journey homeward with six touring cars, one sedan and one roadster. They arrived home at 7 p.m. 

Sunday.  …  Meanwhile, A.G. Tassler, Albert Kinas and Arthur Luedtke boarded the passenger for Flint on 

Thursday morning. Viewed city and auto works and each brought back a new Chevrolet car for the A.G. 

Tassler Garage. They arrived here Sunday afternoon. business 

May 13, 1920 – Shorty Friedrich is proprietor of Grahn’s Garage. business 

May 13, 1920 – The news is current that the Turner Operate House will be turned into a garage and a 

large modern opera house will be built in the center of the city. We understand a company is being 

formed to finance the enterprise. Entertainment business 

May 13, 1920 – The Community Church is having a Go to Church campaign. religion 

May 20, 1920 – M.E. Church invites all soldiers to Memorial services May 30. religion 

May 20, 1920 – James. L. Kelly moves law office from First National Bank building to front room of the 

Rev. A.G. Hoyer building above the Loyal Theatre. He has severed Fond du Lac partnership. In July 

formers partnership with G.E. Ostrander, of Columbus, who will have active charge of Princeton office. 

business 

May 20, 1920 – Jac Bartol will work in Fond du Lac for summer months. bartel 

May 20, 1920 – H.A. Megow, who has recently moved his meat market into the building of his father, is 

sparing no efforts toward making the shop fully equipped and neat in appearance. He is making daily 

improvements and when completed and newly painted will have one of the finest shops in this section 

of the state. business 

May 27, 1920 – At the Turner Opera house movie last Sunday evening, “In Old Kentucky” was witnessed 

by a record crowd. Every seat in the spacious hall was occupied and many were obliged to be satisfied 

with standing room. Many people we are informed were turned away. Mr. Yahr is making great effort to 

procure the best attractions obtainable and that he is succeeding in this is evidenced by the record 

audience he is drawing. Stars Anita Stewart and features scenes such as The Night Riders, The Bitter 

Feudal Battle, The Moonshiners Revenge, The Awful Dynamite Plot, Madge’s Hair Raising Leap for Life. 

entertainment 

May 27, 1920 – Fritz Mueller obit. history 



June 3, 1920 – Princeton will get a cannon just as soon as they are distributed. I do not yet know just 

when the German cannon will be distributed. war 

June 10, 1920 – St. John’s Catholic has 53 receive First Communion and 126 (56 boys) Confirmation. 

religion 

June 10, 1920 – A.G. Tassler, local agent for the Chevrolet car, boasts of having the only car able to make 

Stimson’s hill on high. This feat was accomplished by him on last Monday evening. On his ride he was 

accompanied by Emil Gorr who vouches for its truth. The hill is known as a difficult one to climb and the 

general run of cars are obliged to shift into low. Improvement roads progress 

June 17, 1920 – Edmund Nickodem among PHS graduates. Ida Priebe valedictorian. schools 

June 17, 1920 – Editorial seeking support for summer band concerts. entertainment 

June 17, 1920 – First political speech of the 1920 campaign was given by Alderman H.O. Kent of the 9th 

ward of Milwaukee at Turner Hall last Friday evening. Mr. Kent was a member of the Wisconsin 

Legislature from 1914-1918. Mr. Kent talked on socialism and stated the socialistic party had done 

splendid work in the Legislature. … He had many good words of praise for Senator LaFollette. politics 

June 24, 1920 – J.E. Hennig reappointed postmaster. During his administration the office was moved 

from the old building and new and up-to-date quarters were provided in the American House block. 

politics 

June 24, 1920 – Annual school meeting will be Tuesday, July 6. 

June 24, 1920 – School board completes hiring of teachers. In May 1919 the state superintendent wrote 

to the school board: I find from the inspector’s report that it has been your plan to employ, especially in 

the primary grades, teachers with limited experience. It is rare indeed that a teacher is able the first year 

to do her best work. The supervisor found that the accomplishment in your primary grades is far below 

standard. I feel that you cannot afford to continue this plan since the start the children get in school so 

vitally affects their later programs.” This year the state inspector again criticized the work done in the 

grades. To remedy this situation the recent board reorganized the grades; turned over the grade work to 

four teachers instead of six but hired only experienced teachers who had proven successful in the 

schools where they were.  … The board has not hired a kindergarten teacher and will not do so unless 

the school meeting so directs. schools 

June 24, 1920 – Peggy Nowak left for Oshkosh to attend Oshkosh Normal for summer session. She is 

taking special work along first and second grade lines, which grades she is to teach in our school next 

year. School bartel 

July 1, 1920 – Alfred Warnke, who recently purchased the Harmon block on Water Street, is busily 

engaged in razing the old building. In an interview with Mr. Warnke he informed us his intentions are to 

erect and modern and up-to-minute garage in its place this summer. The building will be 40 x 80 and 

constructed of cement and brick front. The structure will include the alley way between the Harmon and 

Warnke building. business 

July 1, 1920 – Republic publishes letter form C.P. Cary, state superintendent, regarding Mr. W.T. 

Anderson’s visit May 19. “It might be said that the instruction in your school very well illustrates the 



extremes that may be found in school work. Some of the work in your school, more especially in the 

high school, was excellent, while some of the work was of a very mediocre character. This our supervisor 

reports was fully recognized by your board.” schools 

July 1, 1920 – S. E. Mackowksi’s store is called The Daylight Store. business 

July 1, 1920 – Yesterday afternoon a large Curtiss air plane sailed over this city for a few minutes and 

finally landed in a nearby meadow. When it was learned its purpose was to take passengers a very large 

assemblage of citizens gathered and about twenty of the brave ones made the flight during the 

afternoon. In the evening four flights were made. Two of our ladies ventured to take the trip, Mrs. Wm. 

Grahn and Miss Ethel Behm. A number of solo flights were made today. It came here from Madison and 

is the property of the Red Arrow Flying Corporation. F.J. Sunday is the pilot and on his trip here was 

accompanied by M.H. Steele. Entertainment improvement progress 

July 8, 1920 – Carl A. Warnke of J.F. Warnke & Sons dies at 41 of inflammatory rheumatism and a 

complication of diseases. history 

July 8, 1920 – The school meeting held on Tuesday proved to be the largest annual meeting ever held in 

this city. The school board presented a very full report in which they explained to the people the exact 

situation in the district. The board reported upon the financial condition showing that the district was in 

debt nearly $2,100 for running expenses. They presented to the district a list of the teachers hired for 

next year together with the salary to be paid to each teacher and also gave their reasons for making the 

changes that they did. They fully explained the condition of the building and also the different rooms. 

The meeting voted that the board should repair the heating system; fixed the term of school for next 

year at nine months; voted to abandon the kindergarten; and approved the reorganization of the grades 

as outlined by … The board also asked the advice of the meeting on changes, repairs and alterations to 

be made. The meeting instructed the board to increase the fire insurance on the building. The greatest 

interest centered around the election of a director to succeed Philip Lehner. Mr. Huenerberg nominated 

Frank Mueller. Then Supt. Geo. V. Kelley rose and in a masterful speech nominated Mr. Lehner. He told 

the meeting that never before had he seen such a businesslike and complete report presented to a 

school meeting and that the present board had done so well they ought to receive every vote. Mr. Kelley 

also very thoroughly answered the opposition by turning on the light upon the stories that were 

circulated. The ballot resulted: Philip Lehner 166, Frank Mueller 121. Eugene Kidman was elected 

treasurer and Fred Nickodem was elected clerk. school 

July 15, 1920 – At a meeting of the city council last week they entered into a contract with Princeton 

Power & Light Co. whereby the latter agree to furnish the city with a 24-hour current as soon as the 

necessary equipment can be installed. The company intends to have their entire channel dredged in the 

very near future so as to gain additional water power. They also intend to build new flumes, install new 

water wheels, new generators and other machinery necessary for the production of current. Work on 

the new system will begin immediately. This is a long felt want in our city and is something which has 

been desired by a number of our citizens for the past number of years. Improvement electricity 

July 15, 1920 – Martin Bartol, who for the past number of days was busily engaged in razing the late 

Harroun residence, has the work nearly completed. Mr. Bartol in the near future will erect a modern 

bungalow in its place. bartel 



July 22, 1920 – Americanization essay by Oscar H. Lichtenberg. war 

July 22, 1920 – Ad for The Loyal. entertainment 

July 29, 1920 – Wm. Schroeder Jr. has recently sold his house boat “Hunters Home” to Neenah parties. 

The boat will be taken to Lake Poygan and will be used for hunting purposes. Business river 

entertainment 

July 29, 1920 – J.F. Warnke & Sons who have conducted their jewelry business in The First National Bank 

building for the past number of years has rented the west room of the Sam Kohnke building and will 

move there in the future. business 

Aug. 5, 1920 – Honor Roll is completed. Cost $19,000 to produce 3,000 copies. war 

Aug. 5, 1920 – “The Lost Batallion” at the Opera House Movies on Wed., Aug. 11. Also Charley Chaplin in 

“Some Nerve” entertainment 

Aug. 5, 1920 – Sen. Wilcox speaks here: Declaring that progressive constitutional legislation and not 

political upheaval is the way to true reform, Senator Roy P. Wilcox, candidate for the Republican 

nomination for governor, spoke here to a large crowd last Tuesday evening. He said the nonpartisan 

league is only socialism under different name. The progress for industrial reform outlined by Senator 

Wilcox, included a living family wage for every adult worker; legal enforcement of one day’s rest in seen; 

equal pay for women in industry for equal work; and the right to organize and bargain collectively. 

Supports bonding for roads, higher wages for teachers, consolidating rural districts. “The road from the 

farm to the fireside is altogether too long,” he said, discussing marketing problems. “There are too many 

toll gates set up along that road, taking toll for services which serve no useful purpose.” He has already 

made one hundred speeches. politics 

Aug. 5, 1920 – Airplane leaves for Madison: Last Saturday the large Curtis airplane of the Red Arrow 

Flying Corporation, which came here nearly five weeks ago, left here on last Saturday afternoon for 

Madison. The flight there from this city was made in 45 minutes. The aeroplane came here on June 30th, 

and made a number of flights carrying passengers. The pilot, Mr. Sunday, was to give exhibition flights 

on the following Saturday noon, but it will be remembered that the craft was damaged by a fall that it 

was rendered useless for a time being. The wings which had been damaged were replaced last week. 

The owners who have been with us since the mishap are jolly good fellows and well met and the many 

friends they have made here during their stay here were sorry of their leave. They have, however, given 

promise to return at a future date. Improvement entertainment progress 

Aug. 12, 1920 – Milwaukee Sunday Journal: Some of Wisconsin’s finest pearls have been found in the 

Fox River at Princeton, which lies 10 miles west of Green Lake. One can see at intervals the camps of the 

“clammers” who dig for clams and send the shells to the button factories. The field which has always 

been rich in this product is practically exhausted. The river is very low and this year’s catch has been 

very poor. One man had an excellent collection of pearls found in these clams which he valued at $100. 

There were  31 varying from pinhead size to that of a marrow fat pea and of all colors from deep pink to 

steel gray. The smallest was valued at $2.” Editor’s note: Collection is valued not at $100 but by several 

times that amount. Another party of this city has a single pearl he found which he values at more than 

$100. Business river 



Aug 12, 1920 – Peter Bartol and little son of Cudahy who are visiting with his parents at Berlin autoed 

here Tuesday afternoon and were brief visitors with friends and his brother John and family. They were 

accompanied by his father. bartel 

Aug. 12, 1920 – Frank Nickodem, the chiropractor, accompanied by his brother, Edmund, left for Toledo, 

Ohio, last Tuesday morning where the former will open an office. The latter will remain with him and 

attend school. business 

Aug. 19, 1920 – Col. Gilbert E. Seaman, Republican candidate for governor, speaks in Princeton last 

Tuesday. “Wisconsin need not be saved by anyone. These men who bared their breasts to the blast of 

war, them with whom I fought in the battles of Argonne, Chatteau Theirry, the Marne, they saved 

Wisconsin. It is presumption on the part of any candidate, any office seeker to glibly say that Wisconsin 

needs him to save Wisconsin. Wisconsin doesn’t need saving. The men saved the state if it needed 

saving while these men were running for office.” He assails the nonpartisan league as a socialistic 

organization. politics 

Aug. 19, 1920 – Principal Earling Frostad arrives from Milwaukee. “His arrival in the city a full month 

before school begins shows his advance interest and determination to have everything prepared and in 

readiness for a successful school year. … What we need at this time in our local school is definiteness of 

aim and more systematic and energetic effort on the part of the teachers and the student body. 

According to state authorities our local school is below standard and well directed energetic and 

systematic work on the part of Principal Frostad and his efficient corps of teachers will bring our school 

back to a standard that will be a real credit to the people of our city. school 

Aug. 26, 1920 – School will open on Monday, Sept. 13. Four courses will be offered in high school: 

English, commercial, home economics and agriculture. school 

Aug. 26, 1920 – dr. and Mrs. O.P. Schnetzky have the distinction of having received the first hunting 

license in this county. The doctor holds No. 1 and Mrs. Schnetzky has license No. 2. Entertainment sports 

Sept. 2, 1920 – Some candidates for office this year are trying to make the wet and dry question an issue 

in this campaign.  …  The wet argument is a mere delusion to get votes. The reason for this is that the 

United States constitutional amendment prohibits the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors, Any 

law that authorizes the sale of intoxicating liquor is unconstitutional and void.  …  So do not permit any 

one to deceive you with wet and dry talk. That is not an issue in this campaign. Look to the big issues, 

like profiteering, and then vote for men who are right on those big questions. Politics prohibition 

Sept. 2, 1920 – The primaries are Sept. 7, 1920. Polls open until 8 o’clock. Women can vote same as 

men. politics 

Sept. 9, 1920 – Small vote in primary. Although the women were privileged to cast their first vote for 

state and county officers yet a small number took advantage of the privilege.  politics 

Sept. 9, 1920 – At the Green Lake County Fair at Berlin last week, Thos. Eisenhut, cheesemaker at the 

Princeton factory, entered two American cheese in competition with the other cheese entered from 

Green Lake County factories and won first and second prize. business 

Sept. 16, 1920 – The dredge which the Princeton Power & Light Co. purchased a number of weeks ago at 

Berlin for enlarging and improving the mill channel arrived here last week and was unloaded. The 



dredge consists of boiler, machinery and dipper. The latter having a capacity of three-fourths of a yard 

of dirt. The hull for the dredge will not be constructed until the later part this fall. It an interview with 

Mayor Mueller, interested in the company, informed us that no dredging will be done this fall because 

of the lateness in getting things ready and in working order. The machinery and all belongings will be 

hauled to the commencing point of the channel from whence dredging will being in the early part next 

spring. The company, however, will begin the erection of a new power house. … words missing … The 

new power house will be erected directly south of the former power plant. It is the intention of the 

company to build everything modern and to install electrical machinery of the latest type. When 

completed Princeton can well boast of having one of the finest electrical power plants in this section of 

the state. Improvement electricity 

Sept. 16, 1920 – Last Monday Sept. 13 school begin. Teachers: Principal, Erling Frostad; agriculture, LW 

Rader; domestic science, Cecilia Cain; mathematics, Marle Masterson; English, Ethel Kaump; 

commercial, Lucille Mueller; 7 and 8 grade, Emma Ellinger; 5 and 6 grade, Anna Danielson; 3 and 4 

grade, Norma Polfuss; 1 and 2 grade, Peggy Nowak. school 

Sept. 16, 1920 – An order establishing a one-buck limit for hunters has been issued by the conservation 

commission.  …  The heavy slaughter of deer last winter, when the limit was one deer of either sex, if 

continued another season, would menace the herds in the state seriously. It is estimated that 25,000 

deer were taken last year. Entertainment sports 

Sept. 16, 1920 – Big auction at Twin Spring Farm on the old Dartford road on Monday, Sept. 20. 22 head 

of cattle, machinery, more. Walter S. Bartel, proprietor. Eugene Thomas, auctioneer. bartel 

Sept. 23, 1920 – Officers of the Princeton Power & Light Company Inc. selling stock. Charter authorizing 

the company to carry on business has been issued by the secretary of state. A contract with the City of 

Princeton for 20 years has been draft and signed by city officials. This contract judging from past records 

of the light plant will without a doubt enable the officers of the company to pay all stockholders an 

annual dividend of 7 percent. The company contemplates selling $18,000 worth of stock, and the 

proceeds from each sale will be used to pay for the property in its present condition and all 

improvements necessary for the development of such electric service as the people of Princeton have 

asked for. Shares will be sold at $100 each and bear interest from Oct. 1, 1920.  Improvement electricity 

Sept. 23, 1920 – The Princeton Power & Light Co. began breaking ground for their new power house, 

directly south of the old power plant. The building we understand will be constructed of cement. 

Improvement electricity 

Sept. 30, 1920 – 

Oct. 7, 1920 – The Princeton Power & Light Co. last Tuesday began operations on the West Side in 

breaking ground for their new power plant. Their engineer arrived here on last Monday morning and has 

a crew who are making preparations for the new concrete building and concrete water tunnels. About 

seven carloads of cement will be consumed to complete the work. We are informed by the company 

that a 24-hour electric light service will be furnished within a few months. Improvement electricity 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Special engagement, “Oh You Girls,” Wm. Wamsher Amusement Company Inc. A musical 

mélange of mirth and melody. Girls, girls and then some more girls Two hours of fun song and laughter.  

…  From Maine to California, and from the northernmost cities of Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, the 



latest New York musical comedy sensation, “Oh You Girls,” has been given the glad hand and has proven 

beyond a doubt the greatest musical success of the decade. Oct. 10 at Opera House. 35 people in cast. 

entertainment 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Honor Roll books are available at First National Bank. war 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Road Supervisor D. Williams and crew of men came here last Friday from the south part of 

the county and are engaged in building the road commencing at the St. John’s Polish church going north. 

progress 

Oct. 7, 1920 – Full page notice of referendum. New statute to provide for enforcement of Article 18 of 

the Constitution of the United States, providing penalties, making an appropriation and defining 

intoxicating liquor. 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act of Congress enforcing same. Politics 

prohibition 

Oct. 14, 1920 – “Oh You Girls” drew a good-sized audience. The dancing and songs were very 

entertaining, to say nothing of the swarm of pretty girls and the handsome costumes. They sure were 

full of pep and kept the audience in a continual roar of laughter.” entertainment 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Last week a number of Federal officers came to this city and some investigations were 

made. Rumor has it that a number of stills are in operation in the vicinity and moonshine is being sold. 

We are informed that a number of parties were questioned by these men, but thus far we have been 

unable to learn if definite information has been gained. No arrest have been made thus far. Politics 

prohibition 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Democratic candidate for Congress L.P. Fox speaks at Turner Hall. His main subject was 

the League of Nations. A.J. Likaszewski addressed the audience on the issues of the campaign in Polish. 

politics 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Chiropractors Beaver & Beaver, of Milwaukee, have obtained living and office quarters 

from Mrs. Jennie Roberts opposite the Turner Hall. business 

Oct. 21, 1920 Princeton State Bank filling out applications for all soldiers in the World War who are 

entitled to a Victory Medal. Bring your discharge papers along. war 

Oct. 21, 1920 – The case of Eayes??? Pynovich??? And Pete Suzich??? Has been on trial at the City Hall 

on Friday of last week and Wednesday this week before Judge H.E. Megow and Judge T.A. Berwick was 

bound over to the January term of the circuit court. Their bail was placed at $500 each, which they 

furnished. The charges preferred against the defendants were for violation of the Prohibition Law. They 

were apprehended by Officer Wm. Keys last Thursday evening for having in their possession a bottle of 

liquor and a two-gallon jug which contained a strong odor of liquor. Their home, they claim, is West 

Allis. Politics prohibition crime 

Oct. 21, 1920 – Mrs. Megow, of Washington, D.C. was an arrival the latter part of last week and is a 

visitor with her relatives, Judge and Mrs. H.E. Megow. Last evening at the Nickodem store she delivered 

a speech before a large and interested audience on socialism. Mrs. Megow is an able and fluent speaker 

and holds the interest of her listeners to the finish. Politics suffrage 



Oct. 28, 1920 – Three ballots will be given to each voter at the election on Nov. 2nd, each one printed on 

different colored paper. First is the referendum ballot, which is printed on pink paper. Second, the state 

and county ballot, which is printed on white paper, and third is the presidential ballot which was 

supposed to be printed on blue paper but since it was impossible to procure the blue paper, Attorney 

General Blaine has ruled that wherever the blue color is not available, some other color may be 

substituted but not white or pink. In this county green paper was used for the latter ballot. politics 

Oct. 28, 1920 – All ladies of GLC urged to attend county meeting at Green Lake on Oct. 30 at Thrasher’s 

Opera House. Mrs. Lucien T. Sprague sent by the National Republican Committee of Chicago will speak. 

Politics suffrage 

Nov. 4, 1920 – (pdf has nov. 11 before nov. 4) 

Nov. 4, 1920 – County votes for Harding for President 2972-850 over Cox, and Blaine over Robert B 

McCoy for governor 2381-1890. City of Princeton: Harding 375-91, Blaine 311-139. Town of Princeton: 

Harding 132, Cox 46; Blaine 134, McCoy 46 politics 

Nov. 4, 1920 – Home talent play, “The Private Secretary,” was staged last Friday in Turner Opera House. 

entertainment 

Nov. 4, 1920 – Trench No. 2 are making preparations for Nov. 11 dance. Baker’s Ginger Orchestra of 

Milwaukee has been engaged. entertainment 

Nov. 11, 1920 – More than two years ago when the call was issued for young men to serve their country, 

Stanish Napieralla, one of Princeton’s young and gallant men, readily responded and enlisted in Co. G, 

5th Wisconsin Infantry, a company organized in the city of Berlin. He was sent to Camp Douglas and later 

to Camp McArthur, Texas. He went overseas on March 2, 1918, and took part in all operations of the 

128th Infantry, 32nd Division, to which company head had been transferred later. On July 14, 1918, he 

was severely wounded in action and taken to St. Agnie, France, where he died on October 24, 1918. It 

was on Friday of last week that a message came to this city announcing that the remains of this worthy 

young man would arrive that evening. Many friends and acquaintances had gathered at the station to 

await the arrival. His body escorted by Trench Co. No. 2 and the Princeton State Guards was taken to the 

home of his mother on First street and held in state until Monday morning when he was taken to the St. 

John’s Catholic Church where the funeral services were held by Rev. J.S. Chylewski of this city and Rev. 

Jos. Plata, of Ripon. The former conducting services in the Polish language and the latter in English. 

Again at this occasion Trench Co. No. 2 and the Guards escorted the body. Interment was made in 

church cemetery and at the lowering of the casket, musician of the guards. Chas. Marquardt, sounded 

taps. So like other brave young soldiers has offered his all on the altar of freedom and the sacrifice has 

won him a place among the heroic dead. … war 

Nov. 11, 1920 – Harding and Coolidge win sweeping victory; Republicans in complete control of 

Congress. John J. Blaine was an easy winner over Col Robert H McCoy, democratic candidate for 

governor of Wisconsin, and carried into power with him all the Republican candidates for state offices. 

Blaine ran as independent in 1914.  politics 

Nov. 11, 1920 – Leo Bartol and his brother Peter autoed to Cudahy Saturday for a visit there and in 

Milwaukee with relatives. bartel 



Nov. 18, 1920 – Oscar H. Lichtenberg essay on Pro-Germanism or Pan-Germanism? League of Nations. 

war 

Nov. 18, 1920 – Home-made distilling in the next three years will, at the present rate of manufacturing, 

by experienced men and women, take the toll of more lives than America lost in the World war, is the 

announcement made by physicians in a warning. The best policy is not to drink any “moonshine” which 

you did not make yourself because you cannot tell from what it is made. Politics prohibition 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Turner Hall changes hands. The Turner Hall for the past great many years owned and 

conducted by a number of our citizens was recently sold to three of our hustling young business men, 

V.F. Yahr, Frank Mueller Jr. and Orlo Maulick. The newly organized company contemplate many changes 

and improvements in the Opera House. Last week they went to Milwaukee and purchased 320 new 

opera chairs of the latest type which are expected here in a very few days. New chandeliers have been 

purchased and other electric fixtures will be installed, which means an entire new lighting system. A new 

spot light was also procured. The new company will also install a new gallery that will accommodate 

several hundred people. The front entrance of the hall will be remodeled, swinging doors will be made, 

and the ticket office will be installed in the hallway. A canopy will be built which will extend over the 

walk. When completed it promises to be one of the best equipped and most complete opera houses in 

this part of the state. Entertainment business 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Last Saturday a deal was consummated between Merrill Bros. and Dahlke & Giese 

whereby the latter became the owners of the former’s livery barn and the lots. We understand the 

former owners will resume the property until next spring for the storage of their vehicles and housing 

their horses. We were unable to learn what the new owners propose to do with the newly acquired 

property. business 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Loyal Theatre ads call it The Loyal. entertainment 

Nov. 24, 1920 – Fred E. Yahr, accompanied by a friend from Milwaukee, came here last Tuesday and 

demonstrated a new make phonograph. The instrument is of a late construction, is nice and clear in 

tone and very loud. It can however be adjusted to soft and sweet playing. The instrument was played on 

the street and could be heard for a number of blocks away. entertainment 

Dec. 2, 1920 – Princeton joined in the statewide movement to raise funds with which to purchase food 

for the starving children of Germany. The quota for Princeton had been set for $175 and when the 

committees had finished their task the handsome sum of more than $600 had been collected. war 

Dec. 2, 1920 – J.F. Warnke & Sons sell saw mill to Wm. Grahn. The saw mill will remain in same place on 

the Fox River bank. business 

Dec. 9, 1920 – County agent notes mentions short course.  Progress farm 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Martin Bartol, who visited for a number of days with his daughter, Mrs. Kurkowski, near 

Amherst, returned home the latter part of last week. bartel 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Walter Frost sells two purebred Poland China sows to Joe Wyse for his farm in Montana. 

Sold for $25 apiece. Here again it fully demonstrates that it pays to raise purebred Poland China hogs. 

Farm progress 



Dec. 9, 1920 – Mrs. Lee J. Whittemore, of late a resident of Fond du Lac, will return and conduct a 

restaurant in the A. Schultz building, two doors east of the post office. The rooms are being placed in 

condition and in a few days will be opened to the public. business 

Dec. 9, 1920 – Chas. Dahlke, of Neshkoro, was a business visitor in this city last Monday. While here he 

disposed of one of his lots near the turn table to the company who contemplate the erection of a 

gasoline filling station next spring. business 

Dec. 16, 1920 – Eight leading American relief organizations have banded together in a joint appeal in 

behalf of Europe’s suffering children. They are the Americans Relief Administration, the American Red 

Cross, the American Friends’ Relief Committee (Quakers), the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, the 

Federal Churches of Christ in America, the Knights of Columbus, the YMCA and YWCA. war 

Dec. 23, 1920 – Through the courtesy of Mr. Alfred Warnke, lease of the Loyal Theatre, and under the 

auspices of the Community Church, our city was given a fine musical treat last Sunday afternoon. A 

chorus composed of singers from Ripon and Green Lake gave the cantata, “The Pilgrims of 1620 

under the direction of Prof. A.F. Fehlandt of Ripon College. entertainment 

Dec. 23, 1920 – County raises $1,879.84 for starving children of Germany. City of Princeton $601.64, 

town $152 and St. Marie 165.75. war 

Dec. 23, 1920 – State Superintendent Cary has just offered Principal Frostad an appointment as county 

superintendent of schools of Racine County at $2,800 per year. This is one of the largest counties in the 

state and this offer is certainly a handsome compliment to our new principal. schools 

Dec. 23, 1920 – Jessie Eggleston announces she is married to Paul Ladwig of Ripon. A wedding 

announcement was mailed by her to her mother the latter part of last week stating that the wedding 

occurred at Menominee, Michigan, on June 19, 1920, and was performed by Rev. T.A. Greenwood. The 

bride, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.W. Eggleston, was born and reared in this city and has always 

made her home here. They will make their home in the city of Ripon.  

Dec. 30, 1920 – no paper 

1921 

Jan. 6, 1921 – Why La Follette was not expelled: The “inside” reason why Senator LaFollette was not 

expelled from the United States Senate and why his enemies did not dare to press their trumped-up 

charges against him was recently told in a speech in New York by Dudley Field Malone, candidate for 

United States senator from New York, who was collector of the port of New York under appointed of 

President Wilson when the Lusitania was sunk. He said that Senator La Follette told the truth in this St. 

Paul speech when he said that the Lusitania was carrying war munitions to the British government at the 

time when it was torpedoed by a German submarine. Mr. Malone said, that as collector of the port of 

New York, he examined the Lusitania before it sailed on its fatal trip and that it had on board 4,200 cases 

of cartridges for the British government containing nearly eleven tons of black powder. … “I considered 

then and consider now the persecution of Senator LaFollette on a charge which the administration knew 

to be false, from its own possession, was a frame up on Senator LaFollette and a fraud on the American 

people.” … He told LaFollette’s attorney “I would not remain silent and see any man crucified for telling 

the truth” and he would testify in support of the senator’s statement, but trial was postponed from 



week to week and finally dropped. “Those who shouted the loudest against him were those who were 

making money out of the war. They were not exercised (sic) over his attitude on the war, so much as 

over the progressive principles for which he stood firmly before the war and they knew he would stand 

for after the war, unless they should succeed in destroying him.” The Republic concludes: “But the truth 

has won, and Senator LaFollette is today a bigger man in this country than ever before.” War politics 

Jan. 6, 1921 – The Ripon Produce Company is opening a receiving station in the Erich Mueller building, 

located on the south side of Water Street, for the purpose of buying cream. Mr. John L. Bartol will have 

charge of the business at this point. Farm business 

Jan. 6, 1921 – The Loyal is still advertising. “The Desert Scorpion” Liberty Orchestra still playing at 

dances. entertainment 

Jan. 6, 1921 – Joe Bartol was an arrival from Fond du Lac and was a brief visitor with relatives and 

friends. Bartel 

Jan 13, 1921 - The second annual Poultry Show for Princeton has passed into history and left its impress 

on the community as a show well conducted, well managed, replete with the finest and best birds that 

old Wisconsin can boast of. The opera house was none too large for the large number of entries that 

came in the opening hours of the show.  …  A large crowd attended Tuesday and Wednesday.  …  The 

show represented 300 birds coming from all the standard breeds and entries came in from various parts 

of the state, among them the splendid quality birds of such noted poultry men as Theo. Sonneman, 

Watertown, and Wm. Caughlin, Clyman. These men have splendid birds and have captured big prizes in 

some of the biggest shows in the U.S. However, the largest exhibits came from Green Lake County and 

local breeders, and the way these birds scored in prizes it is evident that Green Lake County has poultry 

producers that are hard to duplicate anywhere in the state. … The show Thursday included talks in the 

afternoon and evening by Professor J.B. Hayes, poultry expert of University Wisconsin. H.O. Giese’s 

Silver Wyandotte was selected Champion Hen and the Grand Champion Bird of the Show and winner of 

the Silver Cup. Farm progress 

Jan. 13, 1921 – Body of soldier hero arrives. At the outbreak of the world war, Jacob Lese, one of 

Princeton’s gallant young men, and one of the finest to enlist and offer his undivided services to his 

country. On April 12, 1917,, he went to Ripon and enlisted with Co. D. 2nd Wisconsin Infantry. He was 

transferred overseas August 15, 1917, and was killed at the battle of Juvigny, France, August 31, 1918. 

His body arrived here last Friday noon and was taken to his home west of the city and placed in state 

until last Monday when funeral services were held at the St. John’s Polish church. Rev. Father Chylewski 

officiating and was assisted by Father DeWild of Wautoma. Interment was made in the church cemetery. 

Again at this occasion Trench Co. No. 2 escorted the body and acted as pall bearers. Many of his friends 

had gathered to await his arrival on last Friday, which have high evidence of the esteem he was held. 

war 

Jan 13, 1921 – Musical comedy featuring home talent at Opera House raises money for Community 

Church Aid. Entertainment religion 

Jan. 13, 1921 – County Agent James Lacey and Thomas Campion of Madison were in the city Wednesday 

and in conjunction with Prof. Wright of the university held a meeting at the State Bank with a few 

citizens to discuss the feasibility of establishing a sorghum factory in this city. The preliminary steps are 



being taken to get a sufficient acreage and a mass meeting will be held in the future.  …  We have in Mr. 

Lacey one of the best agriculture agents in the state. He is just starting his third year in GLC. Farm 

progress 

Jan. 13, 1921 – First National Bank meeting. The report of the cashier showed that the bank is in a very 

flourishing condition and the stockholders ought to be pleased with the administration and its 

management and with the increase of business reported. business 

Jan 13, 1921 – Just think ever since the 15th day of July our fire bell hasn’t once called out its alarm of 

fire.  …  If our citizens just think back and recall past fires which were fought by our fire department: the 

Yahr store fire, the Ford garage fire and the Spott fire, especially the Spott fire on that cold night when 

the boys were called out at midnight and the password was “Let’s go” and go they did.. In your mind’s 

eye you can still see them working with their fingers and faces frozen and their clothes coated with ice 

fighting fire. They stuck until the fire was under control. They did not kick or whimper then, but just 

know they and Princeton need a new chemical truck so they will be better prepared to reach fires more 

quickly and render services until the larger apparatus arrives. Ninety percent of the fires we can have be 

stopped with a chemical truck and ten percent of the homes which have no fire protection due to 

shortage of hose and water will have protection. The homes on the east and west side north of Fulton 

Street, West Harris Street, and Clinton and Howard streets have no fire protection. One fire in that 

section would do more damage than the whole outfit would cost. The boys are asking for funds from our 

city treasury and are willing to turn over the funds of their own treasury toward the purchase of a 

chemical truck. To provide further funds a masquerade ball will be given Jan. 28th.  Fire improvement 

Jan. 13, 1921 – Kalupy brothers also sawing wood. Frank Nowak Jr. back at his place, and Wm. Grahn 

sawing at the former Warnke site. Paul Klingbeil is sawing east of the creamery. Business factory 

Jan. 13, 1921 – The Princeton Telephone Company, which owns and operates a rural service tributary to 

the City of Princeton serving 300 subscribers, like the majority of rural companies, has recently had its 

switching rates increased $4.50 per subscriber per year, and hence on Nov. 16th asking the Railroad 

Commission for authority to increase its rates from $1.25 to $1.95 per month. The commission, after a 

public hearing and investigation, felt it would not be justified in authorizing so big an increase, but fixed 

a rate of $1.75 per month, $21 per year. Farm business progress 

Jan. 13, 1921 – Emil A. Hennig advertising getting harness oiled and that he has taken over agency for 

the John Figved Robe & Tanning Co. of Milwaukee. Bring in your raw hides and have them made into a 

fine robe or coat. business 

Jan. 20, 1921 – On the opening day of circuit court last Monday the cases of the State vs. Pete Suzich 

and Elyes Peynovich, the two Serbians who were arrested here as moonshiners, were discharged by 

Judge Fowler. Attorney Philip Lehner made a motion for their discharge on the ground of the 

misconduct of the district attorney during the preliminary examination and Judge Fowler granted the 

motion, and severely criticized District Attorney Paul for his misconduct and for violating the 

constitutional rights of these defendants. Crime politics prohibition 

Jan. 20, 1921 – Article about the dry enforcement bill introduced in Legislature prepared by the Anti-

Saloon League and the WCTU. “Turn the sunshine onto the moonshine” seems to be its keynote. 

Propose publishing records of all doctors, druggists and common carriers. Investigations followed by 



pitiless publicity will be the chief weapons against the moonshine menace.  … The philosophy of the 

authors is “Turn the light into a rat hole and you will spoil it for rat hole purposes.” By publicity they 

hope to secure public demand that liquor violating places be closed and abated, and persons enjoined as 

“common nuisances.” Crime politics prohibition 

Jan. 20, 1921 – Jacob Messing passes. Civil War veteran. history 

Jan. 20, 1921 – John Shew, manufacturer of fine temperance drinks of every description, and always 

alert to the interest of his patrons, dropped the prices to former pre-war prices. Mr. Shew was one of 

the last to raise in price at the time when everything was sky-high and to our knowledge is among one of 

the first, if not the first, to make the reduction. Business 

Feb. 3, 1921 – Nice history of school, Meneley bell, etc. Old stone school house – Oliver N. Russell was 

first principal. 1890s school board: JE Hennig, director; H.H. Harmon, treasurer; and Anton Rimpler, 

clerk. 1895 new building – Four rooms accommodated all the scholars at that time, the largest room on 

the second floor, now the assembly room, not being furnished with seats at that time, afforded an ideal 

place for some of the larger scholars to practice the “light fantastic steps” when they found the door 

unlocked and the Prof. away to his dinner. Many have been the changes in the past twenty-five years. 

The number of pupils increased so rapidly the large room spoken of was soon furnished and occupied 

and more room still needed. The school had passed from a common to a graded and then to a free high 

school, requiring still more room for the different grades. In 1908 a large addition was added for 

recitation rooms, laboratories, etc. school 

Feb. 3, 1921 – On Monday, Jan. 7, at the Opera House, the Lyric Club “13” of the Princeton High School, 

will present an operetta, “The Wild Rose.” This is the first work of this kind that a musical organization 

has given. entertainment 

Feb. 3, 1921 – The movie shows Wednesday and Saturday of last week at the Opera House and the Loyal 

for the benefit of European children was well attended both evenings. The owners of the houses 

donated their theatres as well as the films and no stipulated entrance fee was charged, but it was left to 

each one to donate whatever sum they saw fit and the fine sum of $100 was realized. This again is a fine 

evidence that Princeton people are at all times ready and willing to do their bit and shows their deep 

sympathy they have for suffering humanity. Entertainment war 

Feb. 3, 1921 – Fred Baber, a former Princeton young man, but of late years a citizen of Fond du Lac, who 

died overseas for his country, was brought to this city for burial Wednesday afternoon. war 

Feb. 10, 1921 – Sheriff wilke has appointed W.A. Keys and John Bartol as deputy sheriffs for this county. 

They are to look after the west side of the county in particular. crime 

Feb. 17, 1921 – Elmer D. Morse, State Bank president, dies. The sad news of the death of Ex-Senator 

Elmer D. Morse reached the ears of our citizens in the early morn of Sunday, February 13th. Although Mr. 

Morse had been making a struggle against a declining age and a complication of diseases for the past six 

months his death was a shock to our citizens who held him in high regard as an honored citizen, big 

businessman and a good neighbor. Elmer Morse was born in Madison, N.Y. He came West with his 

parents when but a small boy. They took up their new home in Princeton where Elmer grew thru 

boyhood. On entering young manhood he found out country engaged in the great Civil War. His love for 

right and country prompted him to take part in that struggle for four years, although only 16 years of 



age at time of enlistment. He acquitted himself in the war with an honorable record and after fighting 

ceased returned to the home he left to take up life’s work. Mr. Morse was bent on establishing himself 

in business. He started in a moderate way and by strict attention to business built up a large patronage 

in the grain and lumber business. He took a great interest in business and gave personal attention to his 

large and growing trade until his retirement in 1911. Mr. Morse’s capacity for big business caused him to 

turn his attention to banking. In 1893 when the State Bank was organized he was made director and vice 

president. A little later his ability in finance was recognized by electing him president of that institution. 

This position he held up the time of his death and covering a period of over a quarter of century. He was 

also interested in other banks and was at onetime president of the Montello State Bank. Besides 

banking interests Mr. Morse had large holdings in West and in Milwaukee. Mr. Morse was a prominent 

Republican. He was a strong party man. In 1900 he was chosen by his party to be a candidate for state 

Senator. He was elected by a large majority and served in two sessions of the state Legislature. He 

became a well-known state figure while in the Senate and made friends throughout the state. He was a 

well-known Mason and took his 32nd degree with the famous Golden Jubilee class in 1913 at Milwaukee. 

While Mr. Morse was a man that took great interest in business, finance and politics, he was essentially 

a home man. He loved his home and family. They were his first thoughts and consideration. In the last 

few years he spent the summers with his family in their beautiful summer home overlooking Green 

Lake. The funeral was held under the auspices of the Masonic lodge form the house at 1 o’clock Tuesday 

with burial in the West Side cemetery and conducted by the Green Lake Masonic Lodge. The Knights of 

Templars of Berlin were escorts. Directors of the State Bank were pall bearers. The flowers were many 

and beautiful. The deceased is survived by his wife; one son, Elmer Jr., of Milwaukee; one daughter, Mrs. 

Chas. F. Puls Jr., of Milwaukee; and two grandchildren, Carl Puls and Dorothy Mae, of Milwaukee. Also 

five brothers: S.E. Morse, Princeton; Frank Morse, Poplar, Montana; Everet Morse, Iowa; Emery, 

California; Charles Morse, Madison, South Dakota. Many friends from different parts of the state came 

to attend the funeral. Business morse history 

Feb. 24, 1921 – County Agent James Lacey: A Dairy Day will be held Tuesday, March 11. A.J. Glover of 

Hoard’s Dairyman and other prominent speakers will be present. Two movies at opera house. Lacey: 

“The use of substitutes for milk and butter has increased tremendously since 1915 and unless a 

campaign is waged to educate people to the value of milk and milk products in the human diet, 

substitutes are destined to drive the dairy industry off the map.” Come to the Dairy Day program and 

learn why milk and butters are the cheapest foods on the market today. Farm progress 

Feb. 24, 1921 – A number of poultry fanciers formed a partnership and purchased a 1,200 egg incubator, 

and each individual intends to go into the poultry business on a large scale. Part of the stock holders 

intend to raise from 300 to 1,000 chicks. The incubator purchased is manufactured by the Candee 

Company and will be shipped from New York. The company will also hatch chicks for non-stockholders 

at a certain price per egg incubated. The incubator is expected here in about four weeks and will be 

taken to the poultry farm of Mr. Al. Humphrey, who has had considerable experience in that field. … 

Orders for the first hatch must be in by Monday, March 14. Communicate with Al. Humphrey or H.O. 

Giese, city. Farm progress business 

Feb. 24, 1921 – Sealed proposals will be received at the Home Office of the United Consumers 

Corporation, 315 Pereles Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis., until March 15, 1921, at 8 o’clock p.m. for the 

construction of gasoline filling stations in the hereafter named cities: Princeton and 20 others. Work to 

be completed within 90 days from date of the award of the contract. Auto Business improvement 



March 3, 1921 – Last Thursday evening Princeton basketball fans were treated to one of the best games 

every witnessed on the local floor when the team from Oswego, New York, came here and engaged in a 

game with the local city team. The game began shortly after 9 o’clock and from that moment on the 

game was chuck full of interesting plays. … The Oswegos have toured this state since early fall and have 

met practically all the strongest teams and have won all but one or two games. They are all star players 

and know the game. …  The result of the game was 28 to 8 in favor of the visitors. They were well 

pleased with the local team and the treatment accorded them while in our city and had the following to 

say, as was issued in the Fond du Lac Daily Reporter: The Princeton fans were splendid sports and their 

visit was one of the most pleasant events of their Wisconsin tour. sports 

March 3, 1921 – A campaign for $5 million to be used to carry on and develop the many worthy charities 

conducted by Catholics of this state and to enlarge the provincial seminary has been organized 

throughout the state.  …  The quote for the St. John’s Polish church of this city has been fixed at $11,850. 

Catholic 

March 10, 1921 – Mrs. John Kasierski, Princeton, has a flock of Rhode Island Red hens which won first 

place in Wisconsin during January. The average production per hen was 14 87 eggs. A.G. Oelke, 

Princeton, has consigned fine head of purebred Holsteins to the Holstein Breeders’ sale at Fond du Lac 

on March 15 and 16. Farm progress 

March 10, 1921 – State Superintendent C.P. Carey’s report to the local school board: The work of the 

school receives favorable comment. … The teachers are earnest and conscientious and doing 

constructive work under the thoughtful supervision of the principal. … Praised use of scientific standard 

tests in the grades to aid in determining the character of the remedial work necessary to secure a high 

standard of accomplishment thruout the school; class room organization which respects children 

exceptional ability; an organization plan of physical education with emphasis on both indoor and 

outdoor play. “I trust it may be your policy to retain the present corps of teachers who are interested in 

the problem before them. Too frequent changes is detrimental to professional growth as well as to 

children’s progress. ‘Every teacher a learner’ is a good slogan.” Some emphasis upon music and 

industrial arts is advisable and a special teacher to direct this work should be considered … The inspector 

recommended that better lighting should be provided. Also a gymnasium and play ground apparatus. … 

Rooms should be retinted with shades of cream or tan instead of dark paint now on the walls. … It has 

been suggested that a reasonable solution of your problem may be found in the consolidation of the 

small outlying rural schools with the city schools. This offers excellent opportunities for improvement 

and achievement and is worthy of the best effort of the community in securing such cooperation of 

town and county.” schools 

March 17, 1921 – Junior class holds Komic Karnival. Winners of contests included Ophelia Berwick, 

popular girl; Myrtle Luedtke and Martha Manthey (tie), best looking girl; Alex Nickodem, popular boy; 

George Tagatz, best looking boy. school 

March 17, 1921 – Editorial about public spirit. improvement 

March 17, 1921 – Over 500 people came in on Friday afternoon to take in the Dairy Day program at the 

Opera House. Mr. (James) Lacey, Prof. Callontine of the University of Wisconsin and Prof. Runke of Fond 

du Lac gave excellent talks on the dairy industry. A fine lunch of cheese and sandwiches and milk was 

served by the Domestic Science Department of the High School. The milk was donated by Lawsons. The 



cheese by the Princeton Cheese Association, and the buttery by the Princeton Creamery and it was 

financed by the Princeton banks. Moving pictures followed. Farm progress 

March 17, 1921 – The brick work for the new Electric Power House is in full progress, and it is expected 

by the company that the building will be completed in two weeks. improvement 

March 17, 1921 – A. Fishkin is busily engaged in remodeling his store recently acquired and which he 

intends to occupy in the near future. business 

March 24, 1921 – Philip Lehner Jr. wins first place at boys declamatory contest at the high school. 

Martha Manthey won girls contest. Kurth Oelke second for boys and Ruth Fishkin for girls. They will face 

Montello and Markesan on April 15 at Opera House. school 

March 24, 1921 – Wallace Rutkowski will open shoe repair shop in the store building two doors west og 

Mackowski’s general store. business 

March 31, 1921 – The Princeton Tire & Battery Shop will be open for business on April 4th in the A. 

Schultz feed mill building opposite City Hall, this city. Tire and tube vulcanizing of all kinds. Frank 

Schumacher. business 

March 31, 1921 – Wm. Manthey starts vulcanizing shop above the Wm. Grahn garage. business 

March 31, 1921 – Woman’s Club, cemetery. improvement 

April 7, 1921 – April 5 issue of Wisconsin News. Dr. Alexander Drill, physician at the Milwaukee 

emergency hospital in Milwaukee, son of Andrew Drill, of Princeton: Drill says “thousands are on the 

verge of total blindness unless they discontinue drinking moonshine. He declared that each month was 

witnessing more serious cases. “This institution has had cases as the result of using moonshine where 

persons were temporarily insane for days, he said. “Many were extremely violent. Although there have 

been no cases where persons have died at this hospital from moonshine, I cannot say how complete was 

their recovery as many were taken to other institutions from here. This is no question in my mind or I 

believe in the mind of any doctor who has dealt with users of moonshine that blindness and possible 

death will result. Many persons have been brot to the hospital suffering from wood alcohol poisoning 

which was in liquor they believed genuine whiskey, which was nothing more than colored alcohol.” 

Politics prohibition 

April 7, 1921 – Geo. V. Kelly, sec. of gym assn. Sealed bids will be received on or before 12 o’clock April 

19 for the gymnasium property. Bid on buildings. Main church part to be torn down and remainder 

removed before May 20. Bid on lot exclusive of buildings. Bid on buildings and lot; main church part to 

be taken down before July 1. School improvement 

April 7, 1921 – Malt extract and hops for sale at Princeton Bottling Works. factory 

April 14, 1921 – The movie fans of Princeton and vicinity are hereafter assured the very best in 

projection. The management of the Opera House have installed the very best screen money can buy and 

they guarantee that with this screen it will improve the production of pictures 100 percent. We are 

informed by the owners of the Opera House that other extensive improvements will be made in the 

near future including a new front, canopy and a new heating plant. Let’s hope it will materialize. 

entertainment 



April 14, 1921 – Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Thomas host 18th birthday party for daughter Kathryn. bartel 

April 14, 1921 – Contractor W.A. Gorr and crew are busily engaged in building the hull for the dredge 

which is to be used for dredging the mill channel this summer. We understand the crew of men to 

operate the dredge has already been engaged, and work will begin in the very near future. It is the 

intention of the Light and Power Co. to improve the entire channel, a distance of about nine miles. 

Electric improvement 

April 14, 1921 – A. Fishkin recently returned from Redgranite where he procured a large store building, 

which he will take possession of on May 1st. His son Abe will conduct the business in that town, while 

Mr. Fishkin will be at the head of his store in this city. business 

April 14, 1921 – Oratorial and Declamatory Contest between Montello, Princeton and Markesan. 

Winners – Martha Manthey, girls. Philip Lehner, boys. They will represent league at Oshkosh Normal on 

May 6. Winner there goes to Madison for state contest. school 

April 14, 1921 – Princeton Produce Company ad, opposite Warnke’s Lumber office, cash paid for eggs 

and poultry. Fred Pahl. business 

April 21, 1921 – Woman’s Club holds community card party at Opera House on April 25. Bridge, cinch 

and smear. entertainment 

April 21, 1921 – Wisconsin Holstein Association approves name Puckyan has been reserved by the 

Holstein-Friesian Association of America as a prefix and farm name for Barney Kuharske, of Princeton. 

Farm progress 

April 21, 1921 - Shakespearian actor William Owen will come to Princeton on April 29. entertainment 

April 21, 1921 – Miss Riley of the State Board of Health will deliver a lecture to the ladies and girls at the 

school house April 26. improvement 

April 21, 1921 – Ordinance No. 67 grants permission to Standard Oil Company to erect and maintain 

warehouse, tanks and other buildings necessary for the conduct of its business and to store therein 

illuminating oils, naptha, gasoline or any other mineral oils or fluids, the products of petroleum in 

quantities sufficient to meet the requirements of its business. Term of 20 years. N.E. corner of a certain 

parcel of land now owned by the United Consumers Corp., Milwaukee, lying south of the C&NW Ry right 

of way, running thence easterly along the right of way 132 feet, then South 68 feet, thence west 132 

feet, thence north to the place of beginning. Auto business improvement 

April 28, 1921 – The City Park Commission made a report to the City Council through its chairman, Geo. 

V. Kelley, on Thursday evening. Among the recommendations the commission called attention to the 

building, stone and crusher now in one corner of the park and asked their removal. The commission also 

recommended that the trees be cared for and trimmed, and that shrubs be planted in semi circular form 

in each corner of the park. The City Council voted in favor of the above changes and improvements. It is 

the idea of the commission to do a little work and make some improvements yearly in the park.  

improvement 



April 28, 1921 – The Princeton Gymnasium Association will sell its property on Farmer Street – church, 

lot and personal property – on Monday, May 4, 1921 at 4 p.m. Sale at gym property. O.C. Olman, 

president, Geo. V Kelley, secretary. School improvement 

April 28, 1921 – Alfred Warnke is busily engaged in razing the building recently vacated by A. Fishkin. We 

are informed the building for a gasoline filling station which will be erected in its place, which will be 

constructed in the very near future. business 

May 5, 1921 – In a deal recently consummated between Knaack & Priebe and Henry Grams, the latter 

became the owner of the former’s garage, now occupied by A.G. Tassler. The new owner will take 

possession about August 1st. It will be remembered that Mr. Grams at one time was the owner of the 

property and erected the building. We have not heard what Mr. Tassler’s plans are. auto business 

May 5, 1921 – PHS competes for first time in a Commercial contest with Berlin and Redgranite. 

Princeton 17, Redgranite 10, Berlin 2. Princeton’s winners Constance Mashock in senior shorthand, 

Martha Manthey in junior typewriting.  Martha Manthey wrote 42 words net, per minute. Winners 

advance to state contest in Whitewater on May 14. Miss Mueller, head of the commercial department, 

is certainly to be congratulated for her splendid work. This is the first year that this department has 

been administer on a real business basis and it is easy to note the excellent results being obtained. Let 

us be proud of hour school. It has shown us that its product can do things well and outdo all 

competitors. school 

May 5, 1921 – Annual fire meeting. The firemen, we understand, are working to procure an additional 

fire fighting apparatus, namely, a fire truck, and intend to put the matter before the City Council in the 

near future. We are all aware that the boys are doing splendid work and are devoting considerable time 

for a better company. We believe every citizen who has the interest of his city at heart, should boost the 

company and assist in procuring for them the much-needed apparatus. improvement 

May 5, 1921 – Contractors who have the building of the filling station in this city in charge came here on 

last Saturday to look over the project. They informed us that construction work will begin in about three 

or four weeks. business 

May 5, 1921 – The gymnasium lot owned by a corporation was sold at auction last Monday afternoon to 

the highest bidder. There were several in the field who bid on the property. Alfred Warnke, being the 

highest bidder, procured possession of the property. All the other property, chairs, bells, stoves, etc. 

were sold separately to separate bidders. The building, formerly the Congo church, must be taken down 

before July 1st. The new owner who became possessor of the property at a price of $950, will erect a 

modern residence in its place. School improvement auditorium 

May 12, 1921 – Woman’s Club plans Cemetery Day. improvement 

May 19, 1921 – New industry locates here. Mr. Exner of the Exner-Garner Mfg. Co., Berlin, was in our 

city the latter part of the last week and procured the W.W. Whittemore building directly south of the 

railroad water tank where a number of girls will find employment in embroidering silk hosiery. This firm 

is engaged in similar work at Ripon and Berlin and employ a large force of girls. We understand girls with 

little experience earn from $2 to $3 per day. Miss Francis Nowak, forelady. Business factory 



May 19, 1921 - Constance Mashock brought great honor to the city of Princeton, Princeton High School 

and to herself on last Saturday by winning the State 80 words a minute shorthand contest at 

Whitewater. This is the first time in the history of Princeton that a representative from its high school 

has succeeded in winning first honors in the entire state. The school and the city are proud of Constance 

for her excellent work in this contest. By winning this state honor the school is ready to close a year 

unparalleled in her history for victories and successes. The Princeton High School won the district 

declamatory contest with Philip Lehner and Martha Manthey. They then won the district commercial 

contest sending Daisy Behm, Martha Manthey, Grace Gesse and Constance Mashock to the state 

contest at Whitewater. Madison High School won the meet with eight points, winning first and third in 

the penmanship contest. Jefferson, Platteville, Oshkosh and Princeton were tied for second place in the 

entire state with five points each. Some sixty schools were represented. … That Princeotn should make 

such an excellent showing against large schools is a notable achievement. The results attained speak 

well for the management and organization of the school. … In celebration of the victory a picnic was 

held in Miss Mashock’s house. Other parties are planned to fittingly observe her victory. She deserves it 

all. Constance Mashock made only one transcribing error. Daisy Behm finished sixth. schools 

May 26, 1921 – Contractor Hagen of Green Bay was on arrival last Saturday afternoon and on Monday 

began operation in the construction of the filling station for the United Consumers Co. business 

June 2, 1921 – Opera House band directed by G.A. Weinkauf. entertainment 

June 9, 1921 – The body of Sylvester Rutkowski, overseas soldier and member of Truck Co. No. 465, who 

died in the France hospital of broncho pneumonia while in service was shipped to this country and come 

to this city on last Saturday noon. His body was taken to the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 

Rutkowski, and held in state until Monday forenoon when funeral services were held at the St. John’s 

Polish church. Interment was made in church cemetery. Rev. J.S. Chylewski was the officiating pastor. 

Sylvester was born south of this city on Dec. 1, 1893, and was at the age of 24 years, 9 months and 26 

days. He was called to join the colors and after serving at several different camps went overseas on 

August 21, 1918. Thus another of our young men passed from out midst who has done the supreme 

duty for his country’s sake and the sacrifice he made will be fully rewarded.  war 

June 9, 1921 – The resignation of O.C. Olman as cashier of the First National Bank some two weeks ago 

made it necessary to select a new cashier for the bank. The directors and stockholders were fortunate in 

having a man in the bank who has done careful, painstaking work for that institution for the past eight 

years. Without opening the cashiership to outside applicants, the directors at a meeting elected H.W. 

Krueger cashier of that institution. Mr. Krueger is well known to all of our people. He is an honest, 

careful, conscientious young business man. He has done his work carefully, efficiently and showed 

himself as possessing strong qualifications of the high position just elected to. His experience, ability to 

serve efficiently, his accommodating ways, accuracy and careful attention to business, assure the public 

and patrons of the bank of the best attention to all matters enlisted in the bank’s care. We are sure that 

each and very one will get careful advice, good service and Mr. Krueger’s best efforts in all matters 

entrusted to him or the bank.  … Orlo Maulick was the unanimous choice for assistant cashier. … Miss 

Daisy Behm, valedictorian of the class of 1921, a winner in the state Commercial contest, was elected 

book keeper.  …  Mr. Olman, the retiring cashier, has conducted the business of the institution with 

dispatch, care and great efficiency the past six years. The best wishes of the board of directors and 



patrons of the bank go with him in his new work.  …  Oct. 21 – Mr. and Mrs. O.C. Olman moving to 

Juneau where Mr. Olman has accepted a position as manager of the hemp factory. business 

June 9, 1921 – Sheriff auction set July 22 to sell west 21 feet of lots 4 (probably the saloon that was 

formerly Ponto Bros. harness shop) and 5 (Main Street) of block C. Defendants were Erich Mueller, F.C. 

Horn and Emelie Horn, his wife, F.J. Reichel and Augusta Reichel, his wife, and Frank Wheeler and Ethel 

Wheeler, his wife. business 

June 9, 1921 – Gov. John J. Blaine vetoes the Matheson dry bill, saying it conflicts with the Volstead Act 

and violates the Constitution and law of the U.S. He says the bill is too long and involved and creates too 

much red tape for effective enforcement of prohibition. “The Matheson bill makes no penalty for 

drunkenness. It leaves stalls, booths and curtains in permit places – a condition conducive to illicit sale 

and consumption of liquor and other immoral practices. He says bill is too weak to suppress the illicit 

sale of moonshine and includes nothing to prevent the sale of flavoring extracts for beverage purposes. 

… Legislators nix proposed change in the Sunday laws, repealing a section that prohibits the operation of 

theaters and baseball games on Sundays. Politics prohibition 

June 9, 1921 – Stanley Nowak accident. bartel 

June 16, 1921 – The large generators, dynamos, switchboards, etc. ordered by the Light & Power Co. a 

number of months ago, arrived here last week and is now being installed in the new building finished 

several weeks ago. It is the opinion it will take about four weeks for installation. The company has their 

dredge in operation in improving the channel and this will require the summer months to see its 

completion. When all is completed Princeton can well boast of having one of the most complete and up-

to-the-minute power plants in this part of the state. Twenty-four hour electric current will be supplied to 

patrons in a very few weeks. Electricity improvement 

June 16, 1921 – Alfred Warnke, who has acquired the Harmon property some months ago and located 

east of the new filling station, is at present engaged in cleaning up, removing old lumber and 

contemplates the erection of a garage. The building with dimensions of about 40 x 80 will be 

constructed of tile with a brick front and one story high. business 

June 16, 1921 – PHS graduation ceremonies. Address by Philip Lehner, director. Girls outnumber boys 3-

1 in high school. “Parents, I appeal to you, to send your boys to school. The man is the bread winner of 

the family He needs a good education.” Daisy Behm valedictorian. Constance Mashock, salutatorian. 

school 

June 16, 1921 – The Princeton State Bank recently installed a burglar proof safe which they procured 

from the Diebold Safe & Lock Co. of Dayton, Ohio. The safe is of the very latest design and the 

mechanism is operated by three clocks in the door. The steel of which the body is made is the 

celebrated Tisco Manganese steel and known as the hardest and strongest steel on the market.  … The 

body of the safe is one solid casting and the door is also one solid casting, and is ground into a jamp with 

alundum and oil so as to make it absolutely liquid tight and proof against nitro glycerine. business 

June 16, 1921 – Gustav Mueller appointed assistant instructor in anatomy next year at UW.  

June 23, 1921 – In a deal consummated between Jul. Zuehls and V.F. Yahr last week, the former became 

the owner of the former’s business block now occupied by the Helmuth Wuerch ice cream parlor. Mr. 



Yahr gives information that the building will be remodeled at some future date and placed in a modern 

and up-to-date condition. He is contemplating to conduct a large department store. The remodeling of 

the building, however, will not take place until next spring, and the present occupant will retain 

possession until that time. business 

June 23, 1921 – National Bank ads are back. business 

June 23, 1921 – Peggy Nowak, our primary teacher, is attending summer school at the Milwaukee 

Normal. School bartel 

June 23, 1921 – Miss Cecilia Cain, domestic science teacher, has appendicitis. school 

June 30, 1921 – Chicken pox epidemic prompts reminder from health board. health 

June  30, 1921 – Alfred Warnke has commenced laying the concrete foundation for his new garage. Auto 

business 

June 30, 1921 – Added attraction at Opera House Wednesday – Queen, world’s most wonderful 

educated bear. She drives an automobile, roller skates and does various stunts no other animal has ever 

mastered. Also, Douglas Fairbanks in a 6-reel feature. entertainment 

July 7, 1921 – Annual school meeting. V.F. Yahr elected treasurer, succeeding Eugene Kidman. Sum of 

$15,000 OK’d for the running of the school. Philip Lehner is director. Who is clerk? school 

July 7, 1921 – The funeral of Private Bernard Kasierski, whose body arrived here last Thursday evening, 

was held last Saturday forenoon at St. John’s Polish church, Rev. J.S. Czylewski having charge of the 

services. Interment took place in church cemetery. A delegation of war veterans and Princeton State 

Guards accompanied the remains to their last resting place. Private Bernard Kasierski was born in the 

town of Princeton on April 8, 1891, and had attained the age of 27 years, 4 months and 13 days. He 

joined Co. D of Ripon at the beginning of the war. From Ripon he was transferred to Camp Douglas, then 

to Waco, Texas, and later to France. His death from drowning occurred on August 8, 1918. He leaves to 

mourn his death his mother of this city, his brother, John, town of Princeton; Joe, Princeton; Mrs. Mike 

Jackowski, Green Lake; Anna, Chicago; and two sisters at Harrisville. The deceased, Private Kasierski, was 

well remembered in Princeton and always well-liked by everyone. war 

July 7-14, 1921 – Drought. Hot. Alfalfa acreage on the rise. Farm progress 

July 14, 1921 – Last Tuesday at the local Opera House farmers and citizens, through the efforts of dealer 

Erich Mueller, were accorded a rare treat when the James Barn Equipment Co., of Fort Atkinson, 

demonstrated their product by moving picture show. Their representative was present and gave an 

excellent speech on cooperation among farmers, on the care of cows and the arrangement of the barn. 

Business farm progress 

July 14, 1921 – Henry Grams, a former citizen of this city, has recently acquired a stretch of land 

bordering the east side of White Lake and located about six miles west of this city on the State Highway 

23. Mr. Grams has prepared this place into a beautiful bathing beach and is still engaged in beautifying 

the place in general. He has under construction a large and commodious dwelling near the beach. A 

bath house, diving boards, shoot the shoots and resting places have been constructed. He is sparing no 

efforts to make the place convenient and attractive, and that he is well succeeding in his efforts is 



evidenced by the large assemblage of people who go there from this city, Montello and the surrounding 

community. … Refreshments of all kinds may be secured on the grounds at all times. The lake itself is a 

very fine and clear body of water profusely surrounded by various beautiful shade trees. It is a most 

excellent spot for bathing and outing. Business entertainment 

July 14, 1921 – We are informed that the Princeton Light & Power Co. will be ready for day service in a 

very few days. Electricity improvement 

July 14, 1921 – There have been a few references to D.W. Eggleston working in Fond du Lac and Ernest 

in Madison. They return now and then to spend time with families.  

July 14, 1921 – At the city council and citizens meeting at the City Hall last Thursday evening, the project 

of changing the trunk line from Main St. to Water St. was voted down unanimously. Improvement roads 

July 14, 1921 – Erich Kleist, of Oshkosh, plans to open cobble shop here in the Erich Mueller block. A 

week later – The Princeton Shoe Hospital, formerly the (Theodore) Dreblow Paint Shop, is now open is 

now open to do al of your shoe repairing with a full line of up-to-date machinery. I have had eight years 

experience. business 

July 14, 1921 – Mrs. Francis and daughter, of Chicago, and Mrs. Josephine Kurkowski, of Amherst, were 

arrivals last week and are visitors with their father, Martin Bartel.  

July 21, 1921 – Last Monday, when Harry, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nowak, who was engaged in 

cutting clover with a mower, the team of horses he was driving became unmanageable and ran away. 

Harry fell from the mower in a manner as to sustain a double fracture of the leg above the knee. Luckily 

he did not fall before the sickle or a fatal accident might have been the result. bartel 

July 21, 1921 – Princeton City Band, directed by G.A. Weinkauf, holds first concert of summer season. 

Will play every Tuesday evening during July and August. Merchants will be open. … Aug. 11 – The band 

concert last Tuesday evening drew the largest crowd of people ever experienced in this city for a similar 

occasion.  … Eli Rice, color singer of Oshkosh, had been engaged and rendered a number of solos with 

band accompaniment.  … After the band concert, a dance for the benefit of the band was held at Opera 

House. The Olympian Orchestra furnished the music. Net proceeds $200. entertainment 

July 21, 1921 – Paper runs weekly column on comings and goings at Princeton and Maple Hill Crest 

Cottages. newspaper 

July 21, 1921 – The Princeton Light & Power Co., who had under construction, the building of their new 

electric plant since last fall, put on the finishing touches Wednesday last. The new machinery, all of the 

very best obtainable and of the newest type, arrived here several weeks ago and was installed by the 

expert electricians sent here from the factory. The company, composed of city people, have spared no 

pains in giving Princeton one of the best equipped power plants of the state. At present they are also 

engaged in widening and deepening the channel, and this work, if nothing unforeseen happens, will be 

completed by next fall. The first day current was turned on Wednesday afternoon and the citizens are 

given the opportunity to install their motors, flat irons, electric stoves, etc. and may now use the current 

twenty-four hours each day. Electricity improvement 

July 28, 1921 – Our attention has been called to the fact that during the distribution of the evening mail 

a large gathering assembles, many of whom converse in a loud manner, causing in a great measure 



disturbance to those who distribute the mail. If this noisy practice continues the post office will be 

closed and the evening’s mail will not be distributed. The postmaster is not compelled to distribute the 

evening’s mail. Mr. Hennig merely does this as an accommodation to the public, and in order to 

reciprocate we should be willing to refrain from loud controversies. politics improvement 

July 28, 1921 – R.A. Ives, of Fond du Lac, operating Princeton Cash Grocery, West Side. business 

July 28, 1921 – The building formerly occupied by Stanish Lese and sold at auction last Friday afternoon 

was acquired by Mayor Erich Mueller. He being the highest bidder. business 

Aug. 4, 1921 – Ordinance 67 approved Aug. 2. Council may grant licenses for sale of nonintoxicating 

beverages. Improvement prohibition 

Aug. 4, 1921 – I think the Liberty Orchestra has morphed into Olympian Orchestra. entertainment 

Aug. 4, 1921 – A bad run away occurred here last Monday resulting in a damage of several hundred 

dollars when the team collided with two autos parked at the American House. improvement 

Aug. 11, 1921 – Gilbert King, who for the past several years stood in the employment of the Knaack & 

Priebe garage, and was at the head of that work, has taken over that department as sole proprietor. He 

will retain his repair shop in the garage of Knaack & Priebe. Mr. King has had considerable experience in 

every branch of machine and engine repairing and overhauling, and as a machinist ranks among the best 

in the state. He is also well versed and well equipped in every phase of brazing, and in this particular line 

he is patronized from far and near. Auto business 

Aug. 11, 1921 – When did you last see an ad for Loyal Theatre? enertainment 

Aug. 11, 1921 – H.O. Giese is new manager of the Electric Light Department. $250 per year. Oct. 27 - 

Resigns as alderman of second ward. Electricity improvement 

Aug. 18, 1921 – Charles Payne, the promoter of home talent productions, is putting up a two-act musical 

comedy, “Never Again,” under the auspices of the public school for the benefit of equipment for the 

play rounds. entertainment 

Aug. 25, 1921 – H. Swed returned from Chicago the latter part of last week. While there he witnessed 

the Chicago-New York baseball game, and also saw Babe Ruth connect with his 45th home run, one of 

the longest hits of the season. Hyman says Babe is some slugger. Business sports 

Sept. 1, 1921 – The Princeton Republic, last week purchased an Intertype machine to set the type for the 

paper. The Republic thus far has been set by hand all these years almost exclusively and we have 

decided that with the aid of this machine it will enable us to turn out a far better and more newsy paper 

after getting acquainted with the machine. Many country papers have found it to their advantage to 

change from hand to machine setting. We expect to have the machine here in about two weeks. 

newspaper 

Sept. 1, 1921 – Man severely injured working on U.S. dredge stationed above the Princeton locks. Large 

hoisting chain of several ton weight bursted and the falling end struck Charles Burlingame on the head. 

Brought to city unconscious with fractured skull. He was taken home to Montello a week later after 

surgery on arm. River health 



Sept. 8, 1921 – Frederick Sargent obit. History  

Sept. 8, 1921 – With last of band concerts, stores hereafter will be open on Wednesday night instead of 

Tuesday. Entertainment business 

Sept. 8, 1921 – Martin Bartel left for Minneapolis last Wednesday morning for a several days stay with 

his daughter, Mrs. Smith. 

Sept. 15, 1921 – Messrs. Al. Humphrey, H.O. Giese, Earl Berray and Ralph Giese autoed to Oostburg on 

last Sunday and purchased a Candee incubator of 8,800 egg capacity for the Princeton Chick Hatchery 

Co. The company contemplates the erection of a new hatchery building on the poultry farm of A.G. 

Humphrey in the near future who will take care of the machine. The 1,200 incubator already in their 

possession together with the one just purchased will give them a capacity of 10,000 chicks with one 

hatching. We understand that chicks of practically every breeds will be handled in the very early part of 

next spring which may be purchased from the company by the hundred or thousand lot. Any amount of 

eggs may also be taken there, which will be incubated at a certain price per egg. Farm business progress 

Sept. 15, 1921 – School opens. Erling Frostad, principal; Raymond A. Nehls, agriculture; Lucille Mueller, 

commercial; Cecelia M. Cain, domestic science; Lydia Bauer, English; Mildred Goslyn, mathematics; 

Emma Ellinger, 7th and 8th; Sylvia Wegner, fifth and sixth; Norma Polfuss, third and fourth; Peggy Nowak, 

first and second. School bartel 

Sept. 22, 1921 – In a deal recently transacted between Martin Bartel and a party from Pickett, the 

former taken over the farm of the latter located near the above named town. The latter in exchange 

took over Mr. Bartel’s residence located near the M.E. church also his property on the west side. Mr. 

Bartel and son Walter will occupy the Picketts farm.  

Sept. 29, 1921 – Statement of ownership. Newspaper still owned by A.H. Rimpler (editor), J.E. Hennig, 

G.V. Kelley, O.T. Rimpler. 

Oct. 6, 1921 – Assessor’s report for 1921 compiled by State Department of Agriculture. Acres of alfalfa – 

1919 was 172, 1921, 323 acres. 90 percent increase from 1919 to 1921. Number of purebred bulls in 

GLC increased from 327 to 371 during the past year, an increase of 13 percent. Pure bred femals 

increased from 632-672, an 8 percent increase. Farm progress 

Oct. 13, 1921 – A.O. Collentine, dairy cattle specialist, College of Agriculture, has been in Green Lake 

County during the past week locating desirable dairy animals for western purchasers. “Wisconsin owes 

its wealth to the dairy cow,” Mr. Collentine stated, “and this same dairy cow is proving a life saver in 

these times of financial depression. Wisconsin farmers have told me if it were not for the cream or milk 

checks which they receive each month, they would be absolutely without ready cash.” Farm progress 

Oct. 13, 1921 – Woman’s Club holds first of five-part lyceum course, presented by C. Coates Lockart and 

his Scottish lassies. entertainment 

Oct. 13, 1921 – Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bartel and his father, Mr. Martin Bartel, left for their farm which 

they recently acquired at Picketts to take up their future home. Mr. Martin Bartel informed the writer 

that he intends to return to this city next spring, purchase a lot which he has in view and erect a modern 

dwelling.  



Oct. 13, 1921 – In a deal recently transacted between Edward Bartel and Mr. Kalupa, the former takes 

over the latter’s farm located near the city of Berlin and Mr. Kalupa gained possession of the Bartel 

farm, formerly the Boodle farm.  

Oct. 20, 1921 –  

Oct. 27, 1921 – Ad. Nickodem Bros. turn store over to Macomber Sales Co. of Minneapolis for closing 

sale. Bartel business 

Nov. 3., 1921 – Alfalfa acreage in GLC could hit 1,000 in 1922. Farm progress 

Nov. 3, 1921 – Robert Schaal unanimously elected alderman of second ward to fill vacancy caused by 

resignation of H.O. Giese. Giese retains seat as supervisor on county board. politics 

Nov. 10, 1921 – Lee J. Whittemore opens store (watches, jewelry, engraving) next to Hennig’s Millinery 

store, across from Turner Hall. business 

Nov. 10, 1921 – The dredge of the Princeton Light & Power Co., which has been doing work on the 

channel the past summer months and dug a stretch for a number of miles, left off their work a mile west 

of the city and moved into the city and are now digging north of the bridges. Their intention is to widen 

the stream considerable also to make it much deeper. They will dock their dredge here for the winter 

months and begin next spring where they left off before coming to the city. Electricity improvement 

Nov. 17, 1921 –  

Nov. 24, 1921 – Geo. V. Kelley, Co. Supt. -  It has come to my attention that several of the school parties 

which had dances in connection have not been conducted in a way to reflect credit or a wholesome 

influence on those in attendance. It is said that at some of the dances that young men brought 

quantities of moonshine and that it was shared with part of the dancers. Then too that a large part of 

the dancing instead of conforming to recognized standards were of a sort that brought some feeling of 

shame to fathers, mothers and others who think seriously on questions of good conduct, good morals, 

good behavior and standards of community citizenship.  …  From reports I have dancing has often 

degraded into mere staging of floor outrages which people who think seriously of consequences to their 

young people object to.  … Some of the dances held this fall did not meet the standards of decency and 

good morals.  … I therefore ask teachers and school boards to discourage dancing in schools. We cannot 

afford to have bad examples set for the boys and girls and have the school stand back of such a 

program. entertainment 

Nov. 24, 1921 – Scarlet fever raging in Neshkoro. health 

Nov. 24, 1921 – Wyse Bros. have been busily engaged in placing poles from the city limits to their 

residence. An electric line will be strung in the very near future and electric current will be furnished 

then from the local Electric Light & Power Co. improvement 

Dec. 1, 1921 – The High School Press Association, an organization of high school publications, met last 

week at Madison. This is organized by the School of Journalism of the University of Wisconsin. Papers 

are entered in classes according to size (seven categories), from 1000 pupils and above to 100 and 

below. “The Triangle,” Princeton High School’s paper, was entered into this last class. Of all the papers 



entered in this class our paper was declared the best and was given first award. This is a distinct and 

unique honor for Princeton and the school. Miss Martha Manthey is editor in chief. school 

Dec. 1, 1921 – Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bartel of Picketts autoed here last week Friday and were brief 

visitors with relatives and friends. 

Dec. 1, 1921 – Frank Schumacher who has been conducting a tire and battery shop here for the past 

number of months discontinued his business and returned to Appleton, his old home.  … Owner Andrew 

Schultz again advertising for renter for shop on Main Street across from City Hall. business 

Dec. 8, 1921 – Juniors at Riverside high school in Milwaukee hold a “non-jazz” dance. “Toddling was not 

there. Neither was anything to make the eye lids of onlookers palpitate,” says the Milwaukee Journal. 

Educators across Milwaukee praised the decision. Milton C. Potter, superintendent of schools: “Young 

people are starting on the right road when they stop this jazz business.” Albert C. Shong, principal of 

West Division High School: “We must not tolerate suggestive dancing. It has a hideous moral effect on 

boys and girls. It is the position a couple takes in jazz dancing that is objectionable.  On such a little thing 

as a step here or a shake there may a grade in mathematics or English depend. So it’s up to youth, both 

sexes, to watch that step and muffle that shake.” entertainment 

Dec. 8, 1921 – At the meeting of the Common Council last Tuesday evening delegates of the Fire 

Department called and presented a petition of about 150 tax payers praying the city council to purchase 

a chemical fire truck. After brief discussion of the project a vote was taken by the council and resulted in 

unanimous favor of purchasing a truck. We congratulate the city fathers in their attitude they have 

taken. Princeton is surely in need of a good firefighting apparatus and is money well expended.” … 

Committee to gather info and report at next meeting. improvement 

Dec. 8, 1921 – “Some Wild Oats” ON account of the delicate subjects and scenes, men and women will 

not be admitted together to see this picture. Women at 3; men at 8:30. Admission 35 cents plus tax. 

Entertainment health 

Dec. 15, 1921 – Dr. Alexander Drill, of Miwaukee, killed in car crash with street car. Four in car; three 

dead. Son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Drill, of Princeton. High school here and then Marquette medical 

school in 1916 with high honors. Interned in Chicago and worked in Minneapolis. Volunteered and 

served as lieutenant in war. After war he returned to Milwaukee and served at the emergency hospital 

as head physician. Later became house physician at Good Samaritan hospital. He also held a private 

office on Mitchell Street. 26 years, 11 months and 6 days. Fiancee, nurse Edith Bruns, also killed in 

accident. Brother Eddie killed in France. Brothers Joe and Victor among survivors. “Seldom has it been 

our duty to record a sudden death. A dark gloom spread over the whole community when the message 

came here last Monday announcing the sudden death of Dr. Alexander Drill, which occurred in 

Milwaukee on Sunday evening. Wherever the message touched it left sorrow, and the expressions of 

sympathy for the bereaved ones were many and from the heart. Death was due to a collision of an auto 

in which Dr. Drill was riding together with his friends, and a street car. Death was almost instantly.” 

health 

Dec 22, 1921 – U.C.C. Service Station selling 58 test gas at 23 cents, 64 test at 26 cents. Auto business 

Dec. 29, 1921 – At the special meeting of the common council last Tuesday evening L.A. Merrill received 

the appointment for policeman of this city. Carl A. Worm, police at the present time, has tendered his 



resignation from that office. … Merrill has held the office of county sheriff and was undersheriff a 

number of terms. improvement 

Dec. 29, 1921 – L.B. Ransom, who has been operating a bus line between Ripon and Oshkosh, plans next 

spring to add bus from Princeton to Oshkosh. business 

Dec. 29, 1921 – List of players in alumni basketball game. sports 

1922 

Jan. 5, 1922 –  

Jan. 12, 1922 – First National Bank. The report of the bank’s business was read by their cashier, H.W. 

Krueger, and showed that the institution is in a flourishing condition and that they had enjoyed a good 

year. Directors: Erich Mueller (president), J.E. Hennig, August Kohnke, Geo. V. Kelley, O.M. Maulick, G.J. 

Krueger, John Kasierski. Annual meetings as well for State Bank and Princeton Telephone Company. 

business 

Jan. 19, 1922 – Obit for Mrs. Peter Bartol, nee Mary Coda. Came to U.S. with parents in 1862. Married 

Peter in 1868. 11 kids (two dead). bartel 

Jan. 19, 1922 – Edward Bartel, of near Berlin, was a Princeton visitor Saturday of last week. 

Jan. 19, 1922 – Carl Schendel filling ice house. Ice is 14 inches thick. factory 

Jan. 26, 1922 – Princeton’s third annual big poultry show big success. Farm progress 

Feb. 2, 1922 – Club called the Weavers. entertainment 

Feb. 2, 1922 – R.A. Luedtke, the butcher, has been engaged in filling his ice house. business 

Feb. 2, 1922 – Martin Bartel and son Walter of Picketts were arrivals last Monday. The former having 

dental work done remained here with his daughter, Mrs. Eugene Thomas, for several days while the 

latter returned the same day. Martin is ill. Mrs. Francis of Chicago visits the following week.  

Feb. 9, 1922 – Miss Laura Corenke, 35, dies of tuberculosis. health 

Feb. 16, 1922 – At the special meeting of the common council last Monday evening the project which 

has been under consideration for the past number of weeks of purchasing a chemical fire truck was 

decided upon. Specifications and proposals from a number of manufacturers had been submitted but 

the American-La France apparatus was decided upon. It consists of the double tank type. The tanks are 

piped so that one tank can be recharged while the other is in use, and a continuous stream maintained. 

In addition to this the car carries ladders, fire axe, crow bar, hooks and several hand extinguishers. The 

apparatus is handsomely finished in every particular and will be a source of pride to any city. Shipment 

will be made in about 30 days. … City to purchase 5000 gallons of road oil for the streets in the city this 

coming summer. improvement 

Feb. 23, 1922 – Last Sunday morning the first thunder and lightning storm visited this section and for a 

time brought with it sleet and rain. Tuesday during the night thunder and lightning was resumed and 

lasted well into the morning. Rain and sleet began to fall and at this writing Wednesday forenoon it is 

still raining hard. The streets and walks are a glary mass of ice. The shade and ornamental trees are 



covered with ice and many branches being unable to carry the weight were broken from the trees. 

Many fine shade trees were ruined. Almost every street in the city is covered and some blockaded with 

broken branches. Electric light wires were down and left the city in darkness for several hours. Several 

dwellings were damaged by the heavy falling branches. Thus far no passenger or freight train made its 

appearance. Weather health 

Feb. 23, 1922 – Martin Bartel well enough to return to Picketts. Mrs. Walter Bartel of Picketts and Mrs. 

Edw. Bartel of Green Lake were arrivals the latter part of last week and were visitors with relatives and 

friends. 

Feb 23, 1922 – Erich Mueller hints of significant changes to his business in the near future and asks 

everyone to pay up as he needs to start a complete new set of books. business 

March 2, 1922 – Princeton and vicinity was wrapped up in one of the worst ice storms ever witnessed in 

this section. Old residents who have resided here for the past half century or more are unable to recall a 

happening of this nature. The city, while the destruction of trees, telephone wires and electric light 

wires can hardly be described, presented a veritable ice palace and in spite of the terrible damage done 

exposes to view a beautiful picture of ice and snow, for the trees and wires are one solid mass of ice. 

The beautiful shade trees throughout the city of which our citizens took great pride and admired by 

many strangers visiting here, have been demoralized by the weight of the ice breaking limbs, the 

snapping of which reminded one of a Fourth of July celebration. Long stretches of telephone and electric 

wires with poles have been torn down by the sleet freezing onto the wires and they giving way under 

the heavy weight. The extent of the damage cannot be estimated as it will run into thousands of dollars. 

The Princeton Telephone Company has suffered an immense loss. Nearly every pole throughout the 

rural district is down and the wires are a mass of entanglement. Nearly every line of the Princeton 

Electric Light Department was down and the city, with the exception of a small portion of Water street, 

was in total darkness and citizens were obliged to resurrect their long-ago lamps and candles. It will take 

months to repair broken lines and clear the streets and yards of debris. Princeton today presents the 

appearance of being visited by a cyclone.  …  Train service has been badly crippled, the city being 

without passenger and mail service from Tuesday of last week until Wednesday noon this week. No 

freight train has been in sight at this writing, Tuesday. Telephone service with the outside world was cut 

off and no line being in operation since the storm. Woods throughout the country have the appearance 

of a battle field and boys who participated in the World War declare the appearance resembles war-torn 

Belgium.  …  The Bell Telephone Company sustained the heaviest loss of property. Their loss is estimated 

to run into hundreds of thousand dollars. Weather health 

March 2, 1922 – State passes mandatory law requiring every city and village to provide a public comfort 

station with the distinctive emblem now recognize as a standard mark. Indestructible metal markers are 

provided by the state board at cost to municipalities. … improvement 

March 2, 1922 – Another section of 4,000 concrete seats will be added to the Camp Randall stadium this 

summer. Will contain 28,000 seats, of which 13,000 will be concrete. 

March 2, 1922 – Nickodem Bros., who for the past 27 years conducted a general merchandise business 

in this city dissolved partnership last week and the junior member became sole owner of the institution 

and will conduct the business in the same lines in the future. Fred Nickodem, the retiring member, will 

withhold from any business venture for the present and is undecided as to the nature of business he will 



enter in the future. Fred has during his many years of business life gained a large host of friends and 

acquaintances who are sorry to see him retire but wish for him success in whatever venture he may 

undertake at some future date. Chas. Nickodem, the present owner, is well known in this community for 

his fair and honest dealings and we bespeak for him the same good business the firm has enjoyed 

throughout their years in the merchandise business. bartel 

March 9, 1922 – Frauen Verein still going strong at St. John’s Lutheran. german 

March 9, 1922 – A Tri-County Interscholastic High School Basket Ball Tournament will be held in 

Princeton on March 16 and 17. High schools from Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara counties are 

eligible to compete. Princeton High School will furnish board and lodging for seven men and the coach 

of each team. Eight teams will be selected.  First prize is silver loving cup; second place is pennant.  

sports 

March 9, 1922 – J.F. Warnke & Sons have recently installed a wireless in their jewelry store and receive 

messages from Washington, Detroit, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, Madison, etc. Daily they receive the 

exact time of the day and the latest market reports. In addition to this, concerts, including the larger 

symphony orchestras of the East, are listened to. The writer was offered an opportunity last week one 

evening and listened to a speech which was held on income tax in Detroit. Also did we hear several 

violin solos rendered by noted musicians. Although their outfit is in excellent condition in regard to 

taking messages, yet they contemplate a number of improvements. The time of day comes to them at 

11 o’clock and Messrs. Warnke will gladly furnish the correct time to anyone calling them on the phone 

or in person. Their phone number is 11W. business improvement 

March 9, 1922 – The electric lines for residence lighting in the city are practically repaired after the 

recent sleet and rain storm. The street lights are now under repair. … A large crew of men are in the city 

at the present time repairing the telephone and telegraph lines damaged by the recent storm.  … On 

Monday (March 13) the sun shown bright and warm and the mercury of the thermometer registered 60 

degrees in the shade. The great mass of ice and snow that covered the ground is practically gone. 

Weather health 

March 16, 1922 – The Tri-County High School Basketball Tournament of Green Lake, Waushara and 

Marquette counties will be held at Turner Hall in Princeton on March 17. The high schools of Westfield, 

Red Granite, Green Lake, Princeton, Oxford and Wautoma will compete.  …  It was originally planned to 

make this basketball meet an eight-team tournament, but doe to a number of teams not caring to try 

for tri-county championship honors, a six-team tournament will be held instead. sports 

March 16, 1922 – Edward Bartel of Green Lake was a Princeton visitor last Saturday. Martin Bartel left 

for Amherst this morning to be a visitor with his daughter for several days. From thence he will go to 

Chicago and remain with his daughter for a number of weeks. 

March 23, 1922 - Wautoma High School captured the championship of the Tri-County High School 

Interscholastic Basketball Tournament held in Princeton on March 17. Only five teams participated. 

Westfield loses 25-17 finishes second. Redgranite third. Green Lake fourth. Princeton lost opener to 

Redgranite 41-15 and then lost to Green Lake 28-12. sports 

March 23, 1922 – Frank Mueller wins case before state Supreme Court regarding land transaction. 

business 



March 30, 1922 – A bake sale will be given by the ladies of the St. John’s Lutheran congregation and the 

Frauen Verein on Wednesday, April 5, at the Erich Mueller building adjoining A.J. Manthey store. 

business 

March 30, 1922 – Six hundred bushels of certified Rural New Yorker and Early Ohio seed potatoes have 

been ordered for Green Lake County farmers for 1922 seed. This lot is one carload and will be delivered 

at Princeton on or before April 1st. farm progress 

April 6, 1922 – School board unanimously votes to retain Prin. Frostad for the ensuing school year.  

school 

April 6, 1922 – Erich Mueller re-elected mayor over Dr. O.P. Schnetzky. politics 

April 6, 1922 – Princeton Band rehearsing. Membership is 18 men, including five of Berlin’s best 

musicians. entertainment 

April 6, 1922 – Miss Theresa Nowak went to Ripon last Saturday afternoon and was between trains a 

visitor with her sister Miss Mary. Miss Peggy Nowak was a Fond du Lac visitor Saturday of last week. 

bartel 

April 6, 1922 – Miss Pettibone, correspondent for the Milwaukee Sentinel, is in the city taking views of 

our streets and the Fair Day. Writeup will appear Sunday, April 16. improvement 

April 13, 1922 – DW Eggleston is employed as nightwatch at Moore & Galloway lumber yards in Fond du 

Lac.  

April 13, 1922 – UCC open for business. Get your gasoline, kerosene and oils from the Princeton Service 

Station. F.B. Kallas, mgr. business 

April 20, 1922 – Frank Nickodem elected chief at Princeton Fire Department annual meeting. 

improvement 

April 20, 1922 – The Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce will arrive in Princeton via special train on the 

morning of May 25th, 1922. We understand nearly 200 business men of Milwaukee are to make the trip. 

They have with them one of the finest brass bands of 25 pieces.  …  will be in town for about two hours. 

… An up to date radio receiving equipment will be installed on the special train of the Milwaukee 

business men which will visit here May 25th  …  Thru the instrument the travelers will be continually 

informed as to market and weather reports in addition to receiving nightly concerts from the big 

broadcasting stations at Milwaukee, Chicago and other points in the Middle West. In addition to his 

service, the train will be equipped for long distance telephone communication at night stops. The 

children of the cities and towns on the itinerary will be glad to know that the Milwaukee boosters are 

bringing along 46,000 big sticks of candy, weighing almost six tons, for distribution on the trip. The 

delegation will wear white dusters, white felt hats and carry white canes. business 

April 20, 1922 – The making of home brew in Wisconsin for home use was held to be in violation of the 

Severson prohibition enforcement act by the state supreme court Tuesday. Politics progress prohibition 

April 20, 1922 – Next Tuesday band concert in Opera House to raise funds for summer concert series. 

The band will be composed of 18 pieces and has an array of talent that would do credit to a city of 

Milwaukee’s size.  … entertainment 



April 20, 1922 – The Ripon, Green Lake, Princeton auto bus made its initial run last Monday. Leaves 

Princeton 7 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 2 p.m. Arrives from Ripon 9:30 a.m., 2 p.m. 6:30 p.m.  The bus is one of the 

large Reo type and carries from 15 to 20 passengers. Mr. L.B. Ransom the owner is the driver and had 

considerable experience in that line of business. business 

April 27, 1922 -  

May 4, 1922 – AG Oelke of Princeton has registered the prefix Beachmoor as the choice of farm names 

which will be used hereafter in registering the purebred Holsteins raised by them. Farm progress 

May 4, 1922 – That Princeton and its citizens will enjoy band concerts this summer came to a realization 

last Tuesday evening at the Common Council meeting when it was decided to appropriate the sum of 

$300 for band concerts. The band proposes to furnish concerts once a week on Wednesday evening for 

a period of twelve weeks, namely during the months of June, July and August. Although the above 

amount does not fully compensate the band, they propose to have a picnic and other doings whereby 

additional funds may be procured. If from their picnic, etc. a fair return can be achieved, the concerts 

may be extended into the month of September.  … Mr. H.W. Krueger has charge of the band. 

entertainment 

May 11, 1922 – Last Friday the new chemical fire truck purchased by the city last February arrived and is 

a handsome piece of fire fighting apparatus. It consists of the double tank type and the tanks are so 

piped that one tank can be recharged while the other is in operation and a continuous stream 

maintained. In addition, the truck carries ladders, fire ax, crow bar, hooks and a number of hand 

extinguishers. The apparatus is handsomely finished in official fire department red. All in all, it presents 

a beautiful appearance and surely adds greatly to the equipment of the Fire Department. It is an 

apparatus that is ready to go at a moment’s notice and be run to a fire in a very short time. It is 

manufactured by the American LaFrance Fire Engine Co., of Elmira, New York. improvement 

May 11, 1922 – Files of 1867 history 

May 11, 1922 – Asst. Cashier Frank Mueller is the owner of a fine new Olds coupe. bartel 

May 11, 1922 – H.V. Wuerch has moved his billiard, pool and ice cream business into the Herman 

Warnke building recently vacated by Theo. Radtke. Mr. Wuerch has recently added several new tables 

and when all are set up will have extra accommodations for his patrons. The building is nice and room 

and in a splendid location for a business of that nature. business 

May 18, 1922 – Files of 1867 history 

May 18, 1922 – Ad for ‘The Shiek’ starring Agnes Ayres and Rudolph Valentino. May 20-21.  

entertainment 

May 25, 1922 – Files of 1867 history 

May 25, 1922 – Milwaukee Garrison No. 90 will hold memorial services over the grave of the late Dr. 

A.A. Drill – custom of the organization to hold memorial services over the grave of their last departed 

comrade.  

June 1, 1922 – Files of 1867. history 



June 1, 1922 – Thursday of last week was a gala day for Princeton and its citizens when the business 

men of Milwaukee honored us with their visit. Their train consisting of 11 coaches arrived here on their 

scheduled time 7:20 a.m. They were met at the depot by the city band, woman’s club, school children 

and citizens. The line of march headed by the Business Men’s band, the business men of Milwaukee and 

Princeton was formed and proceeded to the business section of the city. Mayor E. Mueller in well 

chosen words made the welcome speech and passed over the large city key. The mayor’s speech was 

answered by one of the Milwaukee men. They remained here for several hours during which time a 

general good time was participated in and business houses of the city called on. Many sticks of candy, 

advertising matter, etc. was passed out to Princeton people.  It was the 1922 Trade Trip of the 

Milwaukee Association of Commerce. business 

June 1, 1922 – Memorial Day. The only members of the old G.A.R. Post remaining are George Hamer, Al. 

Eygabroad, David Tassler, Julius Rimpler and Peter Bartol. war 

June 8, 1922 – Files of 1868 history 

June 8, 1922 – School district taking bids for steam heating plant in the school.  

June 8, 1922 – There will be a meeting of World War vets at City hall on Tuesday, June 13, to organize a 

post of the American Legion. War entertainment 

June 8, 1922 – Last week a deal came to a close between G.A. Krueger and R.A. Luedtke whereby the 

latter became the owner of the former’s meat market building. Mr. Luedtke has been in possession of 

the building as a renter for the past several years but decided to become the owner. business 

June 8, 1922 – Graduation. Alice Giese valedictorian, Martha Manthey salutatorian. school 

June 8, 1922 – Norbert Schaal, who is visiting with his parents for several weeks, has set up a radio 

station at the Schaal Bros. hardware store and is receiving messages from all over the U.S. A great many 

of our citizens are enjoying the messages. There are now two in operation in this city. One in the J.F. 

Warnke & Sons jewelry store and one at the Schaal Bros. hardware store. improvement 

June 8, 1922 – State conservation commission recommends closing the trapping season next winter. 

Furs valued at more than $1 million were taken from animals caught in this state last year. Incomplete 

reports show that trappers took 340,000 muskrats, 98 otter, 52,629 beaver and 3,919 raccoon. The 

number of trappers’ licenses issued was larger than ever before, with 973 beaver trapping licenses sold, 

27,733 regular permits and 9,166 boys’ permits. The fur bearing animals of Wisconsin face 

extermination unless steps are taken at once to curb trapping for the next year, W.E. Barber, chairman 

of the state conservation commission, has advised members of the Legislature and officers of rod and 

gun clubs. sports 

June 8, 1922 – Scarlet fever in St. Marie. The first cases were not properly diagnosed by the attending 

physician and kids mingled with other kids. Dr. Fortner quarantines cases as soon as they came to his 

notice. health 

June 15, 1922 – From the files of 1869. (A.G. Hopkins appointed postmaster. A.P. Carman of the firm 

Green & Carman purchased the interest of D.M. Green in the dry goods trade and will conduct business 

alone.) history 



June 15, 1922 – Last Tuesday evening the soldiers of the World War met at the City Hall to discuss the 

organization of an American Legion post in this city. About thirty were present and so favorably were 

they impressed with the project that the post was formed that evening and the following officers 

chosen: commander, G.E. Ostrander; vice commander, Dr. W.H. Fortner; finance officer, Frank Mueller 

Jr.; historian, H.O. Teske; chaplain, A. Wishlinski. There are about 100 Buddies in and about Princeton 

and it is the wish of the Post that all may hand in their application and become members. For their name 

they have adopted the Benny Kasierski Post. War entertainment 

June 22, 1922 – Files of 1869. (J. Luce has purchased of the Teske Bros. the lot between their store and 

the Republican office (newspaper was in Treat building, which became Thiel block). Mr. Luce proposes 

to put up a good fireproof building which will make a fine addition to our business street. history 

June 22, 1922 – Saloon and billiard hall license applications due June 29. Improvement prohibition 

June 29, 1922 – Files of 1869 history 

June 29, 1922 – School district annual meeting will be Monday, July 3. Fred Nickodem, clerk. school 

July 6, 1922 – Files of 1869 (Ferd A. Wilde has gone to Milwaukee for the purpose of buying a new stock 

of drugs, groceries, notions, etc. … Our village charter has been amended by the Legislature so that 

Princeton is part of the town of Princeton except for village purposes. … We learn John DeMell expects 

after a while to open a meat market.) history 

July 13, 1922 – Files of 1869 (Princeton Mills are humming again, having undergone thoro repairs and 

the ditch opened up so twice the volume of water can now be admitted that was used before. Mr. 

James Millard  of Markesan has rented Mr. Wicks half the mill, paying $1,000 per annum cash rent. The 

new firm expect to make and ship 5,000 barrels of flour before the first of next January.) history 

July 13, 1922 – School meeting. Director Philip Lehner, treasurer V.F. Yahr, clerk Fred Nickodem. Lehner 

receives 110 of 156 votes cast for director. Eugene Kidman, former treasurer, offers resolution 

recommending steam heating and ventilating system be installed at school. Voted to raise $15,000 by 

direct tax next year. school 

July 13, 1922 – Federal officer W.A. Keys has received a full-blooded blood hound. Crime prohibition 

July 13, 1922 – The first two Indians for many a day visited this city last Tuesday. history 

July 20, 1922 – Files of 1869 (David Messing is putting on an addition to the building on Water Street he 

lately purchased of S.M. Eggleston.) history 

July 20, 1922 – Chiropractor Chas. H. Wood came to this city last week to become a permanent resident. 

He has considerable experience in his profession and comes to us very highly recommended. Offices are 

being fitted up for him on the second floor of the V.F. Yahr building one door west of the Republic 

printing office. (Republic is in Buckhorn, which would put him in Lehner building.) businesss 

July 27, 1922 – Files of 1869 (Bowerman boys, Macnish drug store, foundry corner of West Main and 

Mill streets) history 

July 27, 1922 – The new pavilion (later called the Pleasant Valley Pavilion) east of his city on Route 23 

and 44, which has been under construction for the past number of weeks, has so far been completed 



that the opening dance was held on last Sunday evening. Being favored with ideal weather a large crowd 

from this vicinity and surrounding cities turned out and took part in the evening’s enjoyment. Dance 

numbers were sold to 298 dancers and it is claimed that fully 100 more could have been sold if the room 

had permitted. The Neenah orchestra, of which our former townsman A.A. Hennig is manager, furnished 

the music for which many gratifying comments were extended them. entertainment 

July 27, 1922 – Princeton down to two passenger trains daily – one going east at 3:47 p.m. and the other 

one arriving from the east and going north at 8:37 p.m. It is alleged that shortage of coal and engines 

prompts the railroad company to take this step. Railroad improvement 

July 27, 1922 – The last relic of pre-Volsteadian days in Wisconsin faded last Tuesday when the state 

supreme court in a finding in the new famous Alby case ruled that all saloon bars in the state must go. 

The decision of the supreme court finds that along with the prohibiting of the sale of intoxicating liquors 

the prohibition amendment rules out the “distinctive saloon custom of standing at the bar while 

drinking.” Thousands of soft drink parlors of the state are affected by the ruling of the court. Politics 

progress prohibition 

Aug. 3, 1922 – 

Aug. 10, 1922 – Last week Friday, Sommerfeldt Bros., universally known under the firm name A.A. 

Sommerfeldt, sold their furniture and undertaking store to R.G. Wachholz who took immediate 

possession. Sommerfeldt Bros. have conducted the business successfully for the past number of years.  

…  Mr. Wachholz, formerly a resident of our neighboring village Neshkoro, but of late in business at 

Westfield, comes here as a man of most excellent business qualifications. He has conducted a business 

of same nature while at Neshkoro and Westfield and has met with splendid success. It is his intention to 

continue the business in the former manner, namely, furniture, upholstery, undertaking and funeral 

director.  business 

Aug. 10, 1922 – Files of 1869. (Harvey H. Hopkins elected clerk of school board.) history 

Aug. 10, 1922 – Gov. Blaine, Republican candidate for re-election, was in Princeton last Tuesday. He 

made a speech in which he discussed campaign issues and his position and pledges. He was introduced 

by Supt. Geo. V. Kelley. Gov. Blaine was given a rousing welcome and if he has lost ground in certain 

parts of the state, it was not apparent in the reception received in this city. He fully explained the 

income tax question and stated that many of the large corporations in this state withhold large amounts 

of money and that the state is sending out men who are examining the books of the incorporations and 

force them to pay into the city, village and state treasury their just income taxes. He also reviewed the 

pardon controversy and explained how many pardons he had issued during his administration. Most of 

these pardons were issued to soldiers of the World War. Politics progress 

Aug.  17, 1922 – Files of 1869 (A new lumber yard by Briggs and Jarvis is announced.) history 

Aug. 17, 1922 – At the Pavilion dance last Sunday evening officer W.A. Keys of this city took into custody 

a boy at the age of 17 or 18 under the influence of liquor. Boy was from Berlin. On that evening Keys 

also searched several cars and in one of the cars he found whiskey bottles which had been emptied. 238 

dance numbers sold. entertainment 



Aug. 24, 1922 – Files of 1869 (August Thiel has bought of Mr. Treat the building with the lot in which our 

office is located and the lot adjoining on the east and will put up a large stone block next summer. 

August means business and intends to help build up the town in which he made his money.”) history 

Aug. 24, 1922 – G.J. Knaack installing steam heating and ventilating system at school. List of teachers. 

“This is probably the strongest group of teachers that has ever been engaged for this school. Each of the 

grade teachers has had from six to ten years’ experience and all have been here from two to three years 

and have proved very successful teachers.” Principal Erling Frostad serving his third term. All high school 

teachers have had four years training beyond high school. school 

Aug. 24, 1922 – US war department allots $100,000 for Fox River improvements but does not say what 

improvements. river 

Aug. 31, 1922 – Files of 1869.  history 

Sept. 7, 1922 – Files of 1869.  history 

Sept. 7, 1922 – Daily papers reaching Princeton are chronicling numerous instances in which the old 

time “blue laws” are being enforced. Quite a few of the smaller towns of the country, and especially 

those where citizens are not on the very best of terms with each other, are brining the old blue laws into 

effect, with the result that everything is being closed as a drum and life made dull and monotonous as it 

is possible to make it. Sunday observation along sane lines must be encouraged. No one who has the 

interest at heart is going in favor of or do anything to promote Sabbath desecration. And yet sensible 

people realize that there is such a thing as going to extremes. When business men of a community cease 

cooperating and start fighting, it is the worst thing that could happen for the whole town. Just because 

one makes a dollar needn’t excite jealousy, because that dollar usually stays right around town and all 

the others have a chance at part of it. But to send out word that a stranger is helpless if his auto breaks 

down or he runs out of gasoline while he is traveling on Sunday is a bad ad for any town. … We want to 

urge church attendance – even greater than now. We want a quiet, peaceful, law-abiding community 

not only on Sunday but the other six days in the week as well. But we don’t want any of our citizens to 

quit cooperating with each other long enough to lose their heads and imagine that the only way to make 

people goods is to make them unhappy. Progress crime prohibition 

Sept. 7, 1922 – I wish to announce to my patrons and the public that I have closed my recently acquired 

Nickodem Bros. store. I will however retain the building for my surplus stock until next spring when I will 

make that place my headquarters. Hyman Swed. business 

Sept. 14, 1922 – High school opens with enrollment of 106 – 31 freshmen, 25 sophomores, 30 juniors 

and 20 seniors. This enrollment fills every seat in the high school assembly. 32 tuition pupils enrolled. 

Primary grades – 7th and 8th, 25, 5th and 6th, 21, 3rd and 4th, 40, 1st and 2nd, 35. school 

Sept. 14, 1922 – Files of 1869. history 

Sept. 14, 1922 – City accepting bids for city lockup and lot on Main Street and will open them Sept. 22. 

improvement 

Sept. 14, 1922 – New cement sidewalk being constructed on south side of Main Street commencing at 

the Fox River bridge and will be extended to the Warnke residence. improvement 



Sept. 21, 1922 – Files of 1869. history 

Sept. 28, 1922 -  Mr and Mrs. Wm. Schewe and family returned here last Saturday to again make this 

city their future home. (Were in Markesan) They have taken up quarters in the A. Schultz building 

recently vacated by Mrs. Clara Whittemore. Mrs. Schewe will conduct a restaurant and ice cream parlor. 

business 

Sept. 28, 1922 – Files of 1869 (Dr. I.W. Devoe, late of Cincinnatti, has permanently located here for the 

practice of surgery and medicine, occupying rooms in Capt. Hubbard’s building opposite the Jarvis 

House. Hiram Loomis has sold his building on Water Street to the Teske Bros. who will move over their 

stock of goods at once.) history 

Sept. 28, 1922 – Trapping banned in many counties; can’t tap beaver anywhere in Wisconsin. Can shoot 

raccoon but not trap in GLC. Unlawful to trap otter in al but five counties. Can’t trap muskrat in all but 

three counties, including Green Lake, and certain townships in three other counties. sports 

Oct. 5, 1922 – Files of 1869. history 

Oct. 5, 1922 – Sept. 30 meeting of school board. School board grants permit to the High School Athletic 

Association to build a gymnasium on the school grounds. Passes 3-0. Lehner 

 

, Kidman and Nickodem. Public meeting to discuss gym will be held Oct. 5. School improvement sports 

Oct. 5, 1922 – My father, Peter Bartol, has left my home and bed without cause and I won’t pay for his 

board and care and I won’t be responsible for any accident. Mrs. Mary Wilgosh. bartel 

Oct. 5, 1922 – The city jail was sold at an auction sale last Saturday afternoon. Emil Klawitter was the 

successful bidder. improvement 

Oct. 5, 1922 – A. Bartol of Princeton registered at the North Shore Hotel, Evanston, Ill., last Saturday. 

bartel 

Oct. 5, 1922 – Where is the Community Church? religion 

Oct. 12, 1922 – Files of 1869. history 

Oct. 12, 1922 – The long talked of new gymnasium will probably come to a realization in the very near 

future. A meeting of citizens was held in the City Hall last week Thursday evening for the purpose to 

discuss the matter and, if possible, to arrive at some conclusion. A fair-sized audience was present and a 

number of them expressed themselves favorably for a new gymnasium. A committee consisting of Frank 

Giese, H. Swed, Wm. Huenerberg, R.G. Wachholz, E. Frostad and Harry Teske was appointed who are to 

devise plans, solicit stock, seek a suitable location, etc. Part of the committee went before the Industrial 

Commission at Madison last Friday and submitted ideas and the nature of the building. The commission, 

we understand, approved of the committee’s ideas. Last Tuesday the building committee solicited for 

stock and a goodly sum of money has already been subscribed and indications point towards the 

erection of a new gym for Princeton. It has not been fully decided of what material the building will be 

constructed. Sports school improvement 



Oct. 12, 1922 – Petitions requesting a countywide cleanup of bovine tuberculosis will be circulated 

throughout Green Lake County within the next few weeks. It a sufficiently large number of signers can 

be secured the state and federal departments will cooperate in testing all cattle in Green Lake County. … 

Oct. 19 - 100 herds have been tested for TB since July 1, 1922. Another 150 herds waiting to be tested. 

Farm progress 

Oct. 12, 1922 – John M. Koeser passes in Oshkosh. Furniture and undertaker formerly in Princeton. And 

was engaged in lumber business at one time with F.J. Yahr. history 

Oct. 12, 1922 – Ad says Dr. Wood, the chiropractor, has left. business 

Oct. 12, 1922 – Files of 1869 (Navigation is thriving on the river. The Weston is gaining in favor and has a 

growing trade. The Fox is busy as Gard. Green can make it – running 20 out of 25 hours. The Montello, 

under the skillful hands of Capt. Peterson, is running night and day. The Verona is also busy as a bee, 

while the Princeton makes her regular through trips from Oshkosh to Mississippi. … Cpt. O.N. Russell 

filling in for editor who will be absent a good part of the summer on business. … Judge Haws vs. Myers 

for county judge.) history 

Oct. 12, 1922 – Investigations carried on in the public school the past week, show that there a number 

of boys that are smoking. It does not seem necessary to talk about the injurious effect of tobacco on the 

undeveloped boys of school age. … This is an appeal to all thinking citizens of Princeton to help stamp 

out this habit among growing boys. Storekeepers and merchants are appealed to. The few sales that 

these younger boys bring to your store will not be missed. You are respectfully asked to refuse to sell 

tobacco in any form to youths below 16 years of age. This is the state law. School, health 

Oct. 12, 1922 – The Indian herb doctors have returned and are again located at their former place near 

the John Lese farm, one-half mile north of the Catholic church. health 

Oct. 19, 1922 – There are four active dairy cattle breed associations active in Green Lake County, with a 

total membership of 150 dairymen. Since Jan. 1, 1922, the percentage of purebred bulls in use Green 

Lake County has increased from 24 percent to 60 percent. In a recent sale, a lot of high grade Guernsey 

cows averaged over $100 per head. Since 1919, alfalfa hay has replaced hundreds of tons of muskrat 

clover (marsh hay) in the dairy rations on Green Lake County farms. Oct 26. 4 million pounds of ground 

lime stone were used to correct soil acidity on Green Lake County famrs in 1922. Acreage of alfalfa has 

jumped from 172 acres in 1919 to very nearly 1,000 acres in 1922. Farm progress 

Oct. 19, 1922 – Files of 1869. history 

Oct. 19, 1922 – Julius Schalow and George Hennig who have formed a new partnership to conduct a 

meat market in this city left for Milwaukee last Tuesday morning to purchase the necessary equipment. 

We are informed that they procured the Mrs. Chris Hennig building, now occupied by the G.G. Krueger 

undertaking parlor, for their new enterprise and will open for business as soon as their machinery and 

material arrive. business 

Oct. 26, 1922 – Files of 1869. (Woman suffrage. Tuesday. 14th. Month? Dr. Brown, of Green Lake, 

assisted by Dr. Westover, expatiated two hours or more upon the question in the new school building in 

this village on Tuesday evening. To those who had the patience to listen to the speech, us comment it 



unnecessary. To others, we have only to say, they missed a rare treat, but not ?? an opportunity to gain 

so much valuable information. Our Devil thinks the jackass ?oted.) history 

Oct. 26, 1922 – Edward Klek, formerly employed by Edward Kalick as barber, has engaged the front of 

the H.V. Wuerch billiard parlor and will follow his profession.  … Last Saturday a deal was consummated 

between Edward Kalick and Erwin Schultz whereby the latter became the owner of the former’s barber 

shop and took immediate possession. Mr. Schultz was a resident of Westfield where he was engaged in 

similar business. Mr. Kalick, we understand, has been employed by Mr. Schultz as assistant. business 

Oct. 26, 1922 – The Alfred Warnke building, located opposite the American House, still under 

construction has been leased by Alfred Sommerfeldt, who will conduct a gents furnishing store together 

with a complete line of shoes. business 

Oct. 26, 1922 – County country school roundup.  

Nov. 2, 1922 – Judge H.E. Megow writes long column criticizing Prohibition but concludes: “I also wish to 

impress upon the public people that this is the Prohibition Law and that the officers of the law must see 

to it that the law should be enforced. If any violation thereof be brot before this court, the judge must 

fulfill the law, according to the best of his judgment, without prejudice and personality whatever. This 

law stands and no person is justified to disobey the law until it is repealed. The only way it can be 

repealed is by a majority vote of all the people so voting at the general election of all the people, and 

you will then have peace upon earth and good will to man with personal liberty, progress and prosperity 

in the U.S.A.” Before that he complains that the voters never voted on the 18th Amendment. “During a 

period of war and other hysteria the Legislature and prohibition money and lobbying, this cannot be 

denied, some 3700 to 4000 legislators put the country dry.” People of Wisconsin never got to vote on it 

and would vote against it 5-1. “A great majority of the people favored and still favor real temperance. 

There was never more than a small minority that wanted total prohibition of all alcoholic beverages 

including beer and wine. It was backed and financed by Big Business.” … “We have a large, secret and 

lawless trade in poisonous beverages, yielding no public revenue and costing the taxpayers more 

millions every year for the enforcement of a law that on its face is a plain lie.” Uses Declaration of 

Independence and scripture. Politics progress prohibition 

Nov. 2, 1922 – Last week the latter part a deal was transacted between the firm of Knaack & Priebe 

whereby Priebe became the sole owner of the garage and resumed the agency of the Ford cars and 

tractors. Mr. Priebe has been in the business for the past several years and has gained considerable 

experience and the confidence of the people.  … He will retain Joe McGee as salesman. Knaack not sure 

what he will do next. business 

Nov. 2, 1922 – Edward Reetz receives hides to be tanned and made into coats or robes. Last season he 

shipped in the neighborhood of 100 hides. He deals with the Dubuque Tanning Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 

business 

Nov. 2, 1922 – Mayor Erich Mueller and 16 others file complaint with Railroad Commission of Wisconsin 

because of cut in passenger service since July . “Such passenger train service is inadequate to meet the 

needs of those seeking to use such service.” Hearing set for Nov. 21. Railroad improvement 

Nov. 9, 1922 – Files of 1868. history 



Nov. 9, 1922 – City of Princeton votes overwhelmingly for John J. Blaine for governor (438 of 501 votes). 

Also give LaFollette 438. Towns of Princeton and St. Marie do as well. Politics progress 

Nov. 9, 1922 – Armistice Day program Saturday, Nov. 11. war 

Nov. 9, 1922 – Times have changed. Compare now to 1900. improvement 

Nov. 16, 1922 – Files of 1868. history 

Nov. 16, 1922 – Standing for more than an hour and a half on his overturned boat in the icy waters of 

Green Lake last week, realizing that if he moved he would be sucked down in the soft mud at the head 

of the lake, Theodore Bartol, 16, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Bartol, living just seven miles from Green 

Lake, had a narrow escape from drowning.  … Two women credited with saving his life. One staying on 

the shore and keeping the boy from giving up and other running more than a half mile to get help.  … 

Young Bartol had shot a duck and started after it in his small boat. He was heavily clad and when he 

reached for the duck the boat overturned. Rapidly sinking in the mud and weeds of the lake, Bartol 

climbed on the overturned boat and began calling for help. Mrs. (W.D.) Brooks and Mrs (Frank) 

Sommerfeldt heard the cries and while Mrs. Brooks kept calling, “We’re coming,” the other woman ran 

for help.  … When taken from the water the boy’s body was chilled until it was feared pneumonia or 

other complications would prove serious. His voice was temporarily lost from the constant shouting for 

help.” bartel 

Nov. 16, 1922 – Mrs. E.D. Morse sells house on Water Street to Frank Giese and moves to Milwaukee.  

Nov. 16, 1922 – The new Alfred Warnke building in course of construction is rapidly nearing its 

completion and will be occupied by A.A. Sommerfeldt, Gents Toggery and shoes in a very few days. 

business 

Nov. 23, 1922 – History of Princeton. 

Nov. 23, 1922 – The Princeton High School Home Coming will be held on Thursday evening, Dec. 21. This 

is the first annual home-coming to be held in Princeton. All graduates are welcomed and expected to 

attend. Plans are being made for a alumni banquet at 5:30 o’clock that evening. The annual basket ball 

game between the H.S. and the alumni will take place at the Opera House the same evening.  … Dec. 21. 

Alumni team Friday, Dec. 22, will include the four Gieses, Joe Drill, Alex Beyer, Norb Manthey, Ed Zierke, 

Elmer Polfuss, Emanuel Mackowski and others. school 

Nov. 23, 1922 – Mrs. Frank Novak’s mother, Mrs. Ludwig (Marie) Polus dies. bartel 

Nov. 23, 1922 – More than 1,000 people attend series of meetings in Princeton, Green Lake, Berlin, 

Markesan and Marquette during the week of November 13-18 at which discussions of the area test for 

bovine tuberculosis were held. Farm progress 

Nov. 23, 1922 – The Republic is in receipt of a communication from the Railroad Rate Commission 

stating that the passenger train which arrived at this station from the north at 7:23 a.m. and was taken 

off during the railroad strike will be replaced and take effect on next Monday, Nov. 27. Princeton’s 

regular passenger train service will then be restored and will run on this schedule as formerly, namely, 

going east at 7:23 a.m. and 3:45 p.m., going north 11:37 a.m. and 8:43 p.m. railroad improvement 

Nov. 30, 1922 – History of Princeton. 



Nov. 30, 1922 – E. Kleist, formerly located in the Dreblow paint shop, has moved to the new clothing 

store next to the Ford Garage. business 

Nov. 30, 1922 – Frank Giese sold his fine residence on the corner of East Water and Fulton streets to his 

brother, Dr. Alfred Giese. business 

Nov. 30, 1922 – Wash. W. Whittemore and Ettie A. Myers celebrate 50th anniversary. Mrs. E.V. Long 

attends. (Remember Ellen Long’s sister, Ettie, was married to brother of Lafayette Whittemore, whose 

son Ellen Long murdered.) history crime  

Dec. 7, 1922 – History of Princeton. 

Dec. 14, 1922 – History of Princeton. 

Dec. 14, 1922 – S.E. Morse & Son, Princeton, recently purchased from the Lone Tree Farm, Green Lake, 

Lone Tree Starry King, one of the best young Guernsey sires in the Lawson herd. Farm progress 

Dec. 14, 1922 – The Triangle, PHS, publication was again judged to be the best high school in the 

Midwest, in a school of 100 students. Awarded at the Central Interscholastic Press Association Dec. 1-2. 

Second year that The Triangle has been judged best in its class. Ethel Handran, Elva Radtke, editor-in-

chief. school 

Dec. 14, 1922 – The long-talked of hearing of conservation warden Wm. A. Keys came to a realization 

last week Thursday and Friday before the Commission in this city. Many people from Princeton as well 

as from surrounding cities were present to witness the proceedings. It is well known throughout this 

section that Mr. Keys was suspended from this office the latter part of September last following 

complaints from citizens and the community alleging that Mr. Keys instead of attending to game warden 

duties busied himself in searching cars for moonshine whiskey, auto speeders and had accepted and 

holding the office of deputy sheriff. The hearing took place mainly at the City Hall where Mr. Keys was 

represented by Atty. Philip Lehner. The complaining side was represented by Atty. Roy Morse of Fond 

du Lac. Many witnesses from both sides were on the stand – one side testifying of the excellent work 

done by Mr. Keys as a game warden, while the opposing side testified of the negligence Mr. Keys had 

shown in his duties. In all there were probably thirty witnesses on the stand and were composed of 

assemblymen, district attorneys of Green Lake and Waushara counties, doctors, business men, laborers 

and farmers. The hearing came to a close last Friday noon and the officers of the commission returned 

to Madison on that day. It is estimated it will require several weeks for the commission to pass their 

opinion. Crime politics prohibition 

Dec. 21, 1922 – History of Princeton. 

1923 

Jan. 4, 1923 – History of Princeton. 

Jan. 4, 1923 – First National Bank cashier H.W. Krueger resigned some three weeks ago having other 

plans he did not make public. He has been connected with the bank for ten years. The past two years as 

cashier. He has been a faithful and efficient officer, and the board of directors always thought well of 

him and wish him success in the field of labors that he elects to pursue. The new cashier Fritz Teske has 

been cashier of the Wayside bank for the past seven years. He is a man and official of those sterling and 



energetic qualities that make for success in business life. He has extended the business field for the 

Wayside bank and has been the big factor in its growth and progress.  …  The directors feel they have 

elected a man who is a strong business man, an efficient cashier and an energetic and faithful public 

servant. … Jan. 11 – H.W. Krueger will sell life insurance with H.O. Giese Insurance Agency. … Feb. H.W. 

Krueger appointed cashier of bank in Oconto Falls. business 

Jan. 4, 1923 – In a deal recently consummated between H.O. Giese and his brother Fred, the latter 

became the owner of the former’s grocery business and took possession the first of the year. He will be 

assisted by his daughter Miss Alice. Herman Giese will devote his entire time to the various insurance 

business and will have his office on the second floor of the Dr. Alfred Giese dental parlors.  business 

Jan. 4, 1923 – In a deal consummated between Emil Klawitter and Wm. Wyse, the latter became the 

owner of the former’s garage located on Main street. business 

Jan. 4, 1923 – Prohibition officers visited the city the latter part of last week and spent their time in 

investigating the saloons, but no liquor was found. From here they went to Montello. Crime politics 

prohibition 

Jan. 4, 1923 – Joe Drill visits family from Marquette University.  

Jan. 11, 1923 – History of Princeton. 

Jan. 11, 1923 – Princeton State Bank meeting. Cashier listed as F.C. Krueger and president G.J. Krueger. S 

Jan. 11, 1923 – Edw. Bartel, Green Lake, selling thoroughbred Guernsey bull, 7 months.  

Jan. 11, 1923 – First National Bank meeting. business 

Jan. 18, 1923 – From files of 1868. history 

Jan. 18, 1923 – In a deal which came to a close last week, Hyman Swed became the owner of the O.R. 

Luedtke Estate building. The new owner has had possession as a renter of the west half of the building 

for the past number of years while V.F. Yahr occupied the east half. We are informed that Mr. Swed 

contemplates extensive improvements in the way of remodeling the front, removing the center 

partition, etc. He will occupy the entire building when improvements are completed. Mr. Yahr will 

occupy his building on the south side of Water street and he too will make considerable improvements 

before his occupancy. business 

Jan. 25, 1923 – Files of 1868. history 

Jan. 25, 1923 – Every school, church, movies, etc. in this city were closed Wednesday morning because 

of the number of scarlet fever cases prevalent. Thus far about 10 cases came to the notice of the Health 

department. It is reported that in several homes, three children are down with the disease.  … Feb. 1 – 

Health Officer Dr. W. H. Fortner informed us that the churches of this city may open for services next 

Sunday. Schools will continue next Monday morning, and the movies Sunday evening next. health 

Feb. 1, 1923 – Files of 1870. history 

Feb. 1, 1923 – Frank Pasececk has recently acquired the Chas. Demell building recently vacated by Erwin 

Schultz and will in the very near future open a barber shop. He gave us information that his intentions 

are of going to Milwaukee next week and purchase an entire new and up-to-date outfit. business 



Feb. 1, 1923 – Last week Wednesday night burglars entered the lumber office of Dahlke & Giese and 

undoubtedly anticipating a big cash haul. They gained entrance by forcing the rear door with a bar. The 

attention was centered to the large safe in the building and as the day lock only had been turned on, 

they had easy access. The drawers of the safe which contained valuable papers were ransacked but cash 

was not found. When the employees entered the building on the following morning and saw what had 

happened, they made investigation but found that no papers of value had been taken or molested. 

Crime business 

Feb. 1, 1923 – Radiophone WHA University of Wisconsin radio station. improvement 

Feb. 1, 1923 – V.F. Yahr advertising removal sale. business 

Feb. 1, 1923 – A deal was recently closed whereby Mr. Edgar O. Fehling, of Juneau, Wis., became the 

owner of real estate of G. Schaal, of Seattle, Washington, known as the Schaal Hardware Store and the 

dwelling on the same property. Schaal Bros. who have conducted a retail hardware, plumbing and 

heating business for a number of years, retain the lease on the hardware store and will continue to 

conduct the above named business as before. business 

Feb. 8, 1923 – Files of 1870.  history 

Feb. 8, 1923 – In a deal recently transacted between George Hennig and Herbert Hennig and the City 

Meat Market, the former two took over the business and gained possession last Wednesday. The two 

brothers have been in that line of business for a number of years. business 

Feb. 8, 1923 – In a deal recently consummated between the firm name Nickodem Bros., the senior 

member, Fred Nickodem, became the sole owner of their store building. The deal came to a close last 

Friday of last week. The new owner went to Milwaukee last Tuesday morning to purchase a new stock of 

merchandise and upon arrival of the goods Mr. Nickodem will continue in business as before. He 

extended the information that his stock will consist of staple goods mostly. business 

Feb. 8, 1923 – Last Monday the barbers John Roberts, and Klake and Kolleck transacted a deal whereby 

the two shops consolidated. Mr. Roberts who has conducted his business in the Theo. Bednarek building 

for the past number of years, has vacated and moved part of his supply into the building of Herman 

Warnke, occupied by the latter firm. business 

Feb. 8, 1923 – Editorial encouraging commercial club, regular meetings. business 

Feb. 15, 1923 – Files of 1870 (Ernst Manthey in Treat’s old corner west of the hotel.) history 

Feb. 15, 1923 – More about farmers using limestone. Farmers progress 

Feb. 22, 1923 – Files of 1870. (WJ Frank, LaFayette Fisher and Teske Brothers will soon move into their 

splendid new store rooms in Thiel’s and Luce’s block) history 

Feb. 22, 1923 – In a deal recently transacted between H.V. Wuerch and Wm. Knaack, the latter took 

over the pool and billiard parlor of the former and took possession on last Saturday. business 

March 1, 1923 – Princeton HS invited to district tournament in Oshkosh. Eight teams selected from the 

25 in the district. Oshkosh, Fond du Lac, North Fond du Lac, Neenah, Winneconne, Mayville and 

Princeton. Ripon and Rosendale will play off a game this week to determine the eighth team. sports 



March 1, 1923 – Arthur Zuehls, Stanley Zuelke and Jos. Slabosheski went to Madison last week for state 

stock judging contest. Our team made a good showing and Arthur Zuehls made the highest score in the 

state in judging beef cattle. Schools farm progress 

March 8, 1923 – Files of 1870. (G.A. Long and W.P. Carman are at work in their little shop east of the 

bridge where they are prepared to do very nice work in the cabinet and carpenter work.) history 

March 15, 1923 – Files of 1870. history 

March 15, 1923 – A number of business men and citizens gathered at the rooms of the American Legion 

last Friday evening to discuss the project of organizing a baseball team for this summer. H.O. Giese was 

appointed chairman and Frank Mueller Jr secretary and treasurer. A committee consisting of Orlo 

Maulick and Wm. Knaack were appointed by the chair and instructed to solicit subscribers for the 

organization. It is the intention of the club to greatly improve the base ball diamond, procure two or 

three good outside players, also if funds warrant, build a grandstand. sports 

March 15, 1923 – Snowstorm. March 22 – One of the worst snow storms since the famous 1881 struck 

this section of the country last Saturday evening and continued throughout the day of Sunday and when 

our citizens on Monday morning awoke from their slumbers, an unexpected sight met their gaze, that is, 

when they could open their door far enough to see out. Drifts seven or eight feet high covered walks 

and roads and those who had to go to their place of business waded through snow waist deep. It is 

estimated that about one foot of snow fell on the level. The thermometer on Monday morning 

registered 15 below zero. Train service was abandoned until Tuesday morning when the first passenger 

train appeared from the north. Weather health 

March 15, 1923 – There has been considerable talk recently of the radio craze dying off and consequent 

death of radio business in general. R.C. Norberg, general manager of the Willard Storage Battery 

Company, says there are now about a million and a half radio receiving stations throughout the United 

States. improvement 

March 22, 1923 – Files of 1870.  history 

March 22, 1923 – V.F. Yahr who has been improving his stone on the south side of Water Street for the 

past number of weeks has same finished and intends of moving his stock of goods in the very near 

future. … March 29 – V.F. Yahr moved his stock of goods into his newly remodeled store building on the 

south side of Water street last Saturday. Mr. Yahr has arranged the building in a neat and tasty manner 

and his goods present a fine appearance. The building is large and roomy with a fine amount of light. 

business 

March 22, 1923 – A. Schultz, monuments and grave stones. Dr. O.P. Schnetzkey over Teske store. Dr. T. 

A. Berwick over State Bank. G.G. Kruger undertaker and funeral director. R.G. Wachholz, furniture and 

undertaking. business 

March 29, 1923 – Files of 1870. (Wm. Rawson starting a harness hop next door east of W.J. Frank’s 

store.) history … if frank was in megow building, this would be nickodem lot 

March 29, 1923 – Having gained possession of the M.M. Bednarek building, recently vacated by John 

Roberts barber shop, I will take possession in a very few days. I will carry in stock a complete line of 



jewelry, fishing tackle, etc. and will do watch, clock and jewelry repairing under a strict guarantee. Hugo 

Stern. business 

March 29, 1923 – Statement of ownership required by act of Aug. 24, 1912. Owners are A.H. Rimpler 

(editor), J.E. Hennig, Geo. V. Kelley and O.T. Rimpler. newspaper 

March 29, 1923 – Every section of this broad land seems to be undergoing an epidemic of lagrippe and 

flu in a mild form, and Princeton and community has not been an exception. Conditions in many places 

are reported to be worse than at any time since 1918 when thousands fell like flies before a disease that 

baffled the wisest of America’s medical men. … There is no reason for any feeling of panic, but there is 

need for common-sense health rules and the cooperation of the public with our physicians and health 

officials. health 

April 5, 1923 – Files of 1871. (A Mr. Schneider, of Berlin, has bought the Jarvis House and we understand 

will thoroughly repair and renovate it. It ought to be made into a new house entire. Sheriff Cook holds a 

lease for nearly a year yet. … Ground was broken for the Poland Catholic Church last Saturday and on 

Sunday ground was consecrated by the Polish priest. There ceremonies were quite impressive and were 

witnessed by quite a number of citizens. We learn the work will be pushed through as fast as possible.) 

history 

April 5, 1923 – Letters from radio enthusiasts indicate much interest in the weekly tests of wireless 

telegraphy and telephone communications with distant stations attempted by the University of 

Wisconsin radio station. The test periods are from 11 p.m. Friday to 3 a.m. Saturdays and from 12:30 to 

6 a.m. Sundays. Amateurs recently listened to a three-sided conversation between the Wisconsin station 

and stations in Calgary and Monteal. Tests with California and other west coast stations planned soon 

and two-way radio communication is expected. improvement 

April 5, 1923 – Quiet city election. politics 

April 12, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Judge Myers has bought the house and four lots of Mrs. J. Lounsberry 

situated at the east end of Water Street. Price $900. … RC Treat is building a tight board fence around 

his block that uses up 6,000 feet of lumber.) history 

April 12, 1923 – Frank Kallas and son Floyd left for Milwaukee Thursday morning to attend the meeting 

of the United Consumers. Frank informs us the station in this city will be open for business this summer. 

Auto business 

April 26, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Locals bust up bar of Mr. Reich on west side.) history 

April 26, 1923 – H.O. Giese appointed justice of the peace to fill vacancy. Number of petitions presented 

but not acted upon. politics 

April 26, 1923 – Due to illness, Princeton’s first-place winner Georgia Kelley won’t participate in league 

No. 1 of the District Lyceum Association contest Friday with Princeton, Green Lake, Markesan, 

Rosendale and North Fond du Lac. Margaret Warnke will represent Princeton. Philip Lehner will again 

speak for Princeton in the boys’ contest. With three years’ experience on the platform we have great 

hopes that he will carry Princeton High School through a successful year of speaking. There are 

Oratorical (boys) and Declamatory (girls).  … May 3 – Lehner places first and Warnke second. Markesan 

withdrew from the contest in the last minute because of fear contagion from scarlet fever in Princeton.  



… May 17 – The Princeton High School won first place in the district oratorical contest at Neenah on May 

9. This school was represented by Philip Lehner, the winner of the Princeton High School contest and of 

the league contest. This is the seventh oratorical contest that Philip has won for his school. Margaret 

Warnke makes a very good showing. school 

April 26, 1923 – Grading and repair work began on Fulton Street the latter part of last week by the 

Green Lake County highway crew. After the street being graded it will receive a gravel surface. Harris 

and Third streets will also be completed this season if sufficient funds are available. improvement 

April 26, 1923 – Soon the whistle of river boat sirens will start the rusting wheel of draw bridges 

turnstiles will be forced to creak round swinging open and shut the gates of canal locks all the way from 

Green Bay to Portage, for official announcement of the opening of navigation on the Fox and Wolf rivers 

May 1 at 6 a.m. has been made by the war department. river 

April 26, 1923 – Several cases of scarlet fever. health 

April 26, 1923 – Rice brothers, baseball pitcher and catcher, autoed here from Oxford last Sunday and 

made arrangements with the American Legion ball team to play in this city this season. sports 

April 26, 1923 – Sam Kepler building brick residence on First Street. 

May 3, 1923 – Files of 1871 (SM Eggleston has sold his old store room to Mr. Clark of Chicago for 

$1,320.) history 

May 3, 1923 – Princeton High School walked off with the honors at the District Commercial meet held at 

Fond du Lac on Saturday, April 28. Princeton scored seventeen points and won the meet, followed by 

Sheboygan, who scored sixteen points. Seven schools took part in the meet. They were West Bend, 

Plymouth, North Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac, Sheboygan, Random Lake and Princeton. Margaret Warnke 

took first place in junior typewriting, writing 52 words net per minute. Verna Schrie increased 

Princeton’s lead by taking first place in writing. This was given her by a unanimous decision of the 

judges. Princeton advances to state meet at Whitewater on May 12. The head of the commercial 

department of the Princeton High School is Miss Lucille Mueller of this city. schools 

May 3, 1923 – The proprietors of the Opera House have recently installed movies at Neshkoro at the 

Amusement Hall. entertainment 

May 10, 1923 – Files of 1871 (Hiram Scovil has commenced a building on his farm just south of Swanke’s 

shop for a distillery. It is of stone and the first story is nearly up. … W.J. Frank elected school clerk. … E.D. 

Morse is about to open a restaurant on Treat’s corner. … Frank & Hubbard are putting up three shanties 

on the railroad to board 120 men. … W.F. Scovel’s new cider mill has capacity of from six to eight barrels 

a day. Mr. Scovel is selling cider at 15 cents per gallon by the barrel. … The huckleberry trade of this 

village up to Friday noon, the 4th of August, amounted to 484 bushels, bought mostly at 5 cents per 

quart. … From the present appearance we can see no reason why Princeton and Dartford will not 

become railroad towns. Such in fact is promised. Our people have done what they could to assist; the 

aid has been guaranteed on the entire line west of Fond du Lac to the Fox river. The attorney for the 

road, Mr. Bentley, was here on Thursday evening and left on Friday, satisfied with our aid, and firm in 

the faith that the road would be pushed through at once.) history 



May 17, 1923 - Files of 1871 (The hotel, we learn, will after the advent of the new landlord, be styled the 

American House. … Our friend and townsman E.D. Morse has opened a restaurant in the corner rooms 

just west of the hotel, known as Treat’s old stand. Elmer will keep a first-class institution. He has fitted 

up in good style and proposes to keep a nice, clean place, where ladies and gentlemen may lunch on 

oysters, pigs feet, canned fruits and confectionary, cakes, coffee, etc. … Railroad: The work of grading is 

going on steadily, the grade across the march in the north part of the village is being raised about five 

feet and will be completed this week. A large force of men are at work on the first six miles from the 

river, and we understand large gangs of men are at work all along the line to Fond du Lac.) history 

May 17, 1923 – Edward Teske Sr. passes after an illness of several weeks at his home on First Street. 

Apoplexy being the cause of death. May 24 obit – 82 years, 24 days. Came to the U.S in 1856, near 

Mecan Church for about a year, worked on farm on Green Lake prairie for a couple of years and in June 

1866 entered the mercantile business with his brother Gustav. Partnership dissolved in 1993 when he 

became owner of Princeton mill. He later took in as a partner his son-in-law, Edward Zierke. 

Improvements at mill included enlarging channel. Was influential in building the first electric plant. In 

1902 he retired as a stockholder from the Electric Light Company when it was taken over by the city and 

in 1917 disposed of his ownership of the mill channel which was taken over by a stock company. For a 

time, he was also involved in nursery business as a side line. “He was a man of strong Christian 

character; patient, loving and self-sacrificing. There was a daily beauty about his life that won every 

heart. In temperament he was mild, conciliatory and candid; and yet remarkable for an uncompromising 

firmness. He gained confidence when he seemed least to seek it.” Business history 

May 17, 1923 – In a deal consummated Wednesday between Ferd. Raasch and W.R. Meier, of Fort 

Atkinson, the latter too over the creamery of the former, this city. Mr. Meier takes immediate 

possession and will be assisted by Geo. F. Reckner, of Beaver Dam, who will move here with his family. 

factory 

May 17, 1923 – Joseph Frost obit. 

May 17, 1923 – Princeton and Markesan Live Stock Shipping Associations meet at Princeton and Dantz’s 

Tavern to discuss plans to standardize hogs grown and shipped by its members. About 50 attend 

meeting in Princeton; 60 at Dantz Tavern. Speakers were Burlie Dobson, secretary of the Wisconsin 

Poland China Association, and J.J. Lamb, president of the Equity Commission Company, Milwaukee. 

Dobson: “Carlots of hogs which top the market will never contain hogs that are marked every color of 

the rainbow and that include all the types and sizes of the swine world.” Business farm progress 

May 24, 1923 – Files of 1871 - history 

May 31, 1923 - Files of 1871 - history 

May 31, 1923 – It’s the Bernie Kasierski Post No. 366. war 

June 7, 1923 – Files of 1872 (The building next door west of Luce’s block is to be moved next week in 

order to make room for the new building which Teske Bros. propose to erect. … This new building is to 

be finished in front like the Thiel and Luce block, but will be 100 feet long, making the largest business 

building in the village. … They will commence laying stone on their new block today or Monday, May 25 

… Background on Richard Mueller – Richard has been absent some time in Neenah with Mr. Hinman’s 

stock of goods, but we learn now he goes into an old established Oshkosh house. Richard is one of our 



brightest young men and bound to succeed. … Fred Otto has opened a meat market in the east room of 

C.W. Loomis block on Water Street.) history 

June 7, 1923 – PHS commencement. George Tagatz valedictorian, Sebastian Blinkiewicz salutatorian. 21 

in class. school 

June 7, 1923 – Three years ago the Green Lake cattle census showed that only 37 percent of the dairy 

sires were purebred. Today seventh-three percent of the dairy bulls are purebred – an increase of nearly 

one hundred percent. Under county agent leadership of Jas. Lacey. Farm progress 

June 14, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Wm Worm is laying the foundation for a building to be used as a sales 

room and work shop for his merchant tailoring business. … Green bridge and lumber briefs.) history 

June 14, 1923 – Concerns raised that by routing highway on Main Street rather than Water Street, 

Princeton misses out on potential trade, tourists, etc. “the common council also being aware of this fact 

did at their last meeting vote to place signs at the corner of Water and Howard streets to direct tourists 

to the main business street, which intersects with 23 at the bridge.” improvement 

June 14, 1923 – Hyman Swed, who is about to make extensive improvements on his store building, 

commenced operations last Tuesday. When all completed, Mr. Swed can boast of having a building to 

compare favorable with business houses in cities much larger in size than Princeton. business 

June 21, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Three regular grain buyers – F.T. Yahr, T.J. Chittenden & Son, and Green & 

Wilde.) history 

June 21, 1923 – Twenty-five auto loads of farmers and business men attended the county tour of 

Holstein herds on Tuesday, June 12. Visitors made it to fifteen farms where Holsteins are being bred and 

raised. The purpose of the trip was to acquaint Green Lake County people with the progress that is being 

made in the development of better dairy cattle. Farm progress 

June 21, 1923 – Gustav G. Mueller receives his Master of Science degree from UW and will leave for 

medical school at the University of Minnesota this week. 

June 28, 1923 – Files of 1872 (CA Bentley accepts position in Milwaukee. … Herman Megow has 

removed his barbershop to the west room in Williams block where his old customers and new ones will 

find him ready to attend to their wants in the line of shaving, hair cutting and dressing.) 

June 28, 1923 – Correspondence page. Reprint of Ten lives lost in Green Lake from Republic files of 

1873. Jumps to Sand Burrs page. history 

July 5, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Dr. DeVoe and P.W. Jackson have opened a new drug store in Hubbard’s 

block, opposite the hotel. … Julius Manthey has removed his tailoring business to the shop of J.Wm. 

Worm next door west of Wilde’s store. … Teske Bros. new store is nearly ready for the paint man. They 

expect to get into their new room in time for the holiday trade. …nWe learn the liquor license of C. 

Neidt, of this village, will be taken from him by the town board to put a stop to the frequent rows in that 

hold in the wall.) history 

July 12, 1923 – Files of 1872 (H. McIntyre does horse shoeing.) history 



July 12, 1923 – Gustav Teske Sr. went to Waukesha last week and is taking treatment at the Moor Baths 

for rheumatism. Herman Warnke has paralytic stroke. health 

July 12, 1923 – Francis Kelley, newly engaged principal of the local high school, came her from 

Milwaukee last Saturday and visited at the school and with his brothers and their families at their 

cottage on the shores of Green Lake. school 

July 19, 1923 – Files of 1872 history 

July 19, 1923 – New dentist. Dr. D.S. Shea associated with Dr. C.R. Powers. business 

July 26, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Dr. I.W. DeVoe back in town) history 

July 26, 1923 – News about comings and goings at Princeton Cottages, Maple Hill Crest and The Linden. 

newspaper 

July 26, 1923 – Our baseball team may be truly called the pride of Princeton. It has played six games and 

won them all. The whole team works hard and plays well together to see them improve as the season 

advances. For the good work done thus far justice demands that pitcher Rice be given credit above any 

other player for individual excellence. He is cool headed, uses good judgment and good head work and 

never fails to deliver the goods in critical conditions. To the rest of the team is due an equal amount of 

credit. Catcher Rice can always be counted upon for steady and reliable work. The infield and outfield 

work well together and though an error is sure to occur here and there, any fair-minded observer will 

admit that they are playing a good, strong heady game. It would be unjust to attribute the baseball 

success of this season, undoubtedly the best Princeton has ever enjoyed, exclusively to the team, 

however. To the generous public we are certainly indebted first of all for without its moral and financial 

support the team would never have materialized. As every reader know a number of our public-spirited 

citizens promptly came forward at the beginning of the season and guaranteed to guide the team over 

financial straits.” Also thanks public supporting team by attending games. “While the spirit of the people 

in coming to the games is sincerely appreciated, the management wishes to take this opportunity of 

impressing on the public that we must have a larger attendance to have a successful season. Let every 

one pull for the team, go to every game and bring his neighbor. – American Legion baseball team … 

Team lost its next game 3-1 to “the league stars hired by Montello.” Pitcher Myron Rice injured in 

collision, bad gash on his hand and dislocated the thumb on his throwing hand. Team is 7-1. “Montello 

spared no money in hiring players for this game and were determined to win by a large score.” Lose next 

game, too. sports 

July 26, 1923 – Joe Nickodem holds a responsible government position at the Chicago post office. Son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nickodem. bartel 

July 26, 1923 – The bean industry, including the bean growers, jobbers, wholesales and canners, is 

planning a million-dollar campaign to increase bean consumption in this country. This great drive will 

have the hearty support of Princeton people, and no section will do more toward its success. We have 

always been a nation of bean eaters and this section can hold its own at any time along that line. 

Nobody can begrudge the bean promoters any of the success they may win. At the same time their 

campaign is sure to stir up argument about the merits of the vegetable in question.  …  Many people 

have got enough baked beans. Ask the soldiers who have had them for a steady diet. Ask the sailors who 

resent the term navy beans. But despite all this, beans surely have their virtues and value as a good, 



nourishing food for persons engaged in physical work or exercise and particularly for persons living an 

outdoor life. Farm progress 

Aug. 2, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Nov. 27 Ettie Myers marries G.W. Whittemore. … First regular passenger 

train came into our town on Monday, May 22, 1872, at nine o’clock in the evening.) history 

Aug. 2, 1923 – Hyman Swed, for the past number of weeks engaged in remodeling the front of his store 

building as well as the interior, has same very nearly completed and represents a fine appearance and is 

a splendid asset to Princeton’s business buildings. The front is constructed of the very latest design with 

large plate glass windows which are held in place with large copper strips and a wider copper Cornish. In 

appearance they can well be compared with those found in larger cities only. New store fixtures will 

replace those in use at the present time and a much larger stock of merchandise will be carried by Mr. 

Swed. business 

Aug. 9, 1923 – Files of 1872 (D.M. Green, R.R. Director, and our Junior, A.E. Thompson, were in 

Marquette county this week posting propositions for R.R. aid from that county. The aid asked is 3.5 

percent on the assessment and is for extension of the Sheboygan & Fox River R.R. to Portage city and 

Grand Rapids.) history 

Aug. 9, 1923 – Pres. Harding dies suddenly. Stroke of apoplexy fatal. “Warren G. Harding, president of 

the United States, died here instantaneously and without warning August 2 at 7:30 o’clock p.m., a victim 

of a stroke of apoplexy, which struck him down in his weakened condition after an illness of exactly a 

week. politics 

Aug. 9, 1923 – Report says Lehner may be candidate for lieutenant governor next fall. He says he has not 

thought about it. Article recaps career – executive counsel under Gov. F.E. McGovern and twice 

candidate for Congress.  politics 

Aug. 16, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Another fight at Niedt saloon. … Turntable, situated about one half mile 

east of the river, is partially completed. A side track connecting it to the main line is being laid. We had 

the pleasure of purchasing the first ticket sold at Green Lake Station for Princeton. We paid the regular 

50 cents stamp for it, only a little over five cents a mile. Distance is nine and three-tenths mile.) history 

Aug. 16, 1923 – The Green Lake County Training School at Berlin will henceforth be known as the Green 

Lake County Rural Normal School. This change is made by Chapter 69, passed April 28 by the Legislature 

this year. More about advantage of the normal school. No tuition paid by student. Textbooks are free 

except for small rental fee $4 a year. C.J. Kreilkamp is the new principal. (He is few credits short of his 

master’s degree.)  … Aug. 30 – A.L. Wishlinski is Supervising Teacher of what? school 

Aug. 16, 1923 – Foreign cars passing through Princeton on Friday totaled the sum of 53 with the state of 

Illinois in the lead with 44 cars. Michigan 4, Indiana 2, Nebraska 1, Missouri 1, California 1. Wisconsin 

cars totaled 432. There were 52 teams of horses. The census was taken thruout the entire state on that 

day in every city and village to determine the number of cars passing this state in one day. The 

enumerators selected by the mayor in this city were Donald Schaal and Teddy Tanner and was taken on 

Highway 23. Auto improvement 

Aug. 16, 1923 – Charles Marquardt trying to organize a juvenile band, ages 12-25. entertainment 



Aug. 23, 1923 – Files of 1872 (Princeton Flouring Mill, John Weiss and J.C. Lemke, proprietors is doing a 

splendid business. … F.A. Wilde – drug store.)  history 

Aug. 23, 1923 – Herman Warnke passes. 75 years, 2 months, 2 days. Came to US with parents in 1868 

and to Princeton in 1875. Retired about 10 years ago. Had been village president, village treasurer, fire 

department treasurer. Albert Warnke in Fort Atkinson. history 

Aug. 23, 1923 – Last Saturday in a deal consummated between Richard Verch and Edward Hinz, the 

former took over the sole ownership of the Pavilion located on Highways 23 and 44 east of this city. Last 

Sunday 18 dance numbers were sold. Entertainment business 

Aug. 23, 1923 – St. John’s Catholic school picnic raises $1,742.71. religion 

Aug. 30, 1923 – Files of 1872 (RR will erect large grain elevator on the banks of the river in time for fall 

trade.) history 

Aug. 30, 1923 – Gottfried Schaal passes in Seattle. 82 years, 2 months, 4 days. Came to U.S. at age 7 

from Germany. Lived in Mayville and became wagon maker. In 1858 came to Princeton and worked for 

August Thiel. Later entered partnership with F.T. Yahr in wagon and blacksmith business. Sold to Yahr 

and moved to Leavenworth, Kansas, back to Mayville, then New York City and then back to Mayville and 

entered into hardware business. In 1875 he returned to Princeton and re-entered partnership with F.T. 

Yahr in hardware business for seven years. Sold his interest to Yahr in 1882 and established his own 

hardware business. 1914 sold his interest to sons Robert and Otto. history 

Sept. 6, 1923 – Princeton dam will undergo repairs this week. River improvement 

Sept. 13, 1923 – Legion baseball team is 12-3 and plays Montello next week in the final and biggest 

game of the season. Montello defeated Princeton 3-01 in the first game. Because the management feels 

that Rice can defeat Montello and because of his excellent work all season they have gone to the 

expense of bringing him here from La Crosse, where he is now attending normal school, to pitch this 

game. “Princeton has a team any city can well be proud of.  …  They have worked hard and spared no 

expense in placing the grounds in a first-class condition – an expense of several hundred dollars.  …  

After figuring up their expense account, the boys find they have a deficit of a number of dollars. sports 

Sept. 13, 1923 – Files of 1873 (F.A. Wilde has a new clerk at his store just from the Fatherland. He 

performed the entire journey along (that is without friends along) though he is only 14 years old. Such a 

boy will find no great trouble to get along in the world. history 

Sept. 20, 1923 – Files of 1874. (SM Eggleston has sold out his stock at the feed store to Mr. H. Dantz. 

F.W. Cook, while performing duties of fire warden, also took notes that indicate Princeton has 186 

residence, 64 business houses, five churches and one school house. There are 207 families. Population 

estimated at 1,035.) history 

Sept. 20, 1923 – A. Breitengross, the druggist, of late has been busily engaged in remodeling the second 

floor of his store building. He has removed partitions and replaced them into different positions and 

replaced them into different positions and made arrangements for two flats. He is also removing the 

front of his building and replacing it with large plate glass windows. The front will be one of the latest 

design and will be similar to the one of the Hyman Swed store building. business 



Sept. 27, 1923 – Files of 1874 (There is talk of holding the monthly fair on the west side of the river in 

the future. There is one saloon keeper, Glentz, on the west side, who thinks he does not get a fair share 

of the custom on fair days. The change seems to be for the purpose of giving him a benefit.) history 

Sept. 27, 1923 – Adolph Radtke will open cobbling business in stand vacated by Erich Kleist. business 

Oct. 4, 1923 – Files of 1874 (A gentleman form Mayville is looking to start a tannery. He thinks the old 

machine shop on the west side is just the place. D.M. Green is school director and town chairman.) 

history 

Oct. 4, 1923 – At the meeting of the Common Council last Tuesday evening it was decided to build a 

large cistern for fire protection in that part of the city where water is not available. The committee on 

public works together with members of the fire department will make investigation in a few days and 

build the tank were mostly needed. The council may at a later date decide to build additional tanks. This 

is a long-felt want and the city officials are to be commended on this move. It will supply water for the 

fire department in case of fire. Insurance rates in this city were raised about a year ago because of 

inadequate protection. improvement 

Oct. 4, 1923 – Baseball team finishes 14-4.  sports 

Oct. 4, 1923 – F.W. Schmidt has laid the foundation for his 21,000-egg incubator. He will begin 

operations in the early part of next spring. Farm progress business 

Oct. 11, 1923 – Files of 1874 (E.M. Parsons has sold out his residence and jewelry store to E.D. Morse on 

Water Street.) history 

Oct. 11, 1923 – According to the figures secured from the assessors reports for 1922 and 1923 the 

acreage of soy beans in Green Lake County has more than doubled in the last year. In 1922 only forty-

nine acres of soy beans were grown for seed and hay, while this year the acreage has increase to 114. 

Farm progress 

Oct. 11, 1923 – Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bartol and son of Cudahy motored here Wednesday and were 

visitors at the home of his brothers John and Leo and their respective families. Mr. Bartol, a former 

Princeton boy, has a number of friends in this city and vicinity who were pleased to see him. Mr. Bartol 

is a police officer in Cudahy. bartel 

Oct. 18, 1923 – Files of 1874 (H.H. Harmon has some nice suits of parlor and bedroom furniture at his 

store in Demell’s block. … Assessor. Wheat, 2,874 acres, oats 372, corn 1,167, rye 884 and hops 8.) 

history 

Oct. 18, 1923 – A. Breitengross, who has had the construction of a new front for his drug store in hand 

for the past several weeks, has same nearly finished and surely is a fine addition to his store. It is of the 

very latest type, large show windows and when entirely completed it will equal those that can be found 

in larger cities only. business 

Oct. 18, 1923 – H.H. Stern’s jewelry store. business 

Oct. 18, 1923 – H. Swed advertising 10th year anniversary sale. Oct. 20-Nov. 3.  business 



Oct. 25, 1923 – Files of 1874. (E.D. Morse has purchased the property known as Treat’s corner and is 

putting it in better shape. … When the veranda is put on the Hubbard House and the painting is 

completed the outside appearance will be so much improved that strangers will not know the place.) 

history 

Oct. 25, 1923 – The proprietors of the Opera House are engaged this week in making extensive 

improvements. The front of the building is to undergo an entire change and is to be provided with four 

French doors in place of the former two wooden doors. A spacious hallway will be in evidence and the 

ticket office, which is of late design, will be prominently located in the center of the hallway. A large 

canopy supported by chains will adorn the front and extend across the entire sidewalk. Other minor 

improvements will also be made. When completed the building will present a fine appearance and will 

be equal to any show house in this part of the country. The management informs us that their shows 

will be continued regardless their building activities. Business entertainment 

Oct. 25, 1923 – Opera House Movies. Sunday, Oct. 28. Jackie Coogan in “Oliver Twist” and Our Gang 

comedy. entertainment 

Nov. 1, 1923 – Files of 1874 (New hardware store west end of Water Street, first door west of D. 

Messing’s furniture rooms. C. G. Schmudlach.) history 

Nov. 1, 1923 – Rev. J.S. Chylewski being transferred to Milwaukee. Professor at St. Francis Seminary. 

Father Jankowski, pastor of Neshkoro the past nine years, transferred to this city. Dec. 13 – “While the 

people of his congregation and the citizens at large feel that his fine promotion is merited, yet to lose a 

man who is such a good Christian leader, a patriotic citizen and a booster, causes deep feeling of regret 

in the hearts and minds of the Princeton people en masse. catholic 

Nov. 1, 1923 – A deal which has been pending for the past number of weeks came to a close last week 

Friday when Emil Klawitter, this city, became the owner of the Mrs. C.J. Haas building on Water street. 

The property is located directly east of the H. Swed store building. Mr. Klawitter contemplates 

conducting a restaurant and ice cream parlor as soon as the building can be fittingly arranged for that 

purpose. business 

Nov. 8, 1923 – Files of 1874.  history 

Nov. 1 and 8, 1923 – More Did You Know facts about county agriculture. Farm progress 

Nov.15, 1923 – Geo. V. Kelley has been superintendent of Green Lake county schools since 1901.  

Nov. 22, 1923 – Files of 1874 (H.H. Hopkins closes out hardware stock to Yahr & Schaal. … Richard 

Mueller plans to open school to teach German. … Herman Megow has removed his barber shop to 

better rooms, first door east of the Union Harness store.) 

Nov. 22, 1923 – From information received, Highway No. 73, Princeton-Wautoma rad, which has been 

under consideration by the state Legislature for the past number of months will be built next season. It 

will be a connecting link with Highway 15 and 44 from this city running north via Neshkoro into 

Wautoma. The news is a welcome one to many of Princeton, Wautoma and Neshkoro autoists as this 

road connecting the two former cities is about as bad as can be found in this state. Roads progress 

Nov. 22, 1923 – Martin B. Gwitt dies. Was born in Poland in 1866.  



Nov. 29, 1923 – Files of 1874 history 

Nov. 29, 1923 – Last Sunday evening a record audience was evidenced at the local movies – in fact the 

roomy hall has been filled with patrons to its fullest capacity of late. It is evident that the public enjoys 

the fine pictures shown at this institution. entertainment 

Nov. 29, 1923 – A meeting for the purpose of organizing an American Legion Auxiliary will be held at the 

Legion rooms Monday evening, Dec. 3. Wives, mothers, sisters and daughters of ex-servicemen. War 

entertainment 

Dec. 6, 1923 – Files of 1874. (We were this week at the hardware store of F.T. Yahr & Co. shown a pure 

piece of copper ore weighing 70 pounds. Thomas Bartol picked it up on his farm two miles west of this 

village.) history 

Dec. 6, 1923 – The Princeton High School Triangle was ranked as a first-class paper by judges at the 

annual convention at the Interscholastic Press Association held in Madison on Nov. 30. school 

Dec. 13, 1923 – Files of 1875. history 

Dec. 13, 1923 – Miss Peggy Nowak and Frank Mueller motored to Milwaukee with Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 

King. bartel 

Dec. 13, 1923 – Frank Carlson, operating one of the Jeffrey portable limestone grinders in Green Lake 

County, has made a contract with John J. Bartol, town of Princeton, for the grinding of about one 

hundred tons of lime on the Bartol farm. bartel 

Dec. 20, 1923 – Files of 1875 history 

Dec. 20, 1923 – Mrs. Earl Berray, with lucky number 7766, wins the Ford touring car drawing sponsored 

by the local Ford garage and other businesses. Auto improvement entertainment 

Dec. 27, 1923 – No paper. 

1924 

Jan. 3, 1924 – Files of 1875. (F.A. Wilde has sold his drug business to Messrs. R. And G.A. Mueller. Sale to 

go into effect the middle of May.) history 

Jan. 10, 1924 – Files of 1875. (A new bakery has been opened up in Williams building on Water street by 

a Mr. John Hennig.) history 

Jan. 10, 1924 – Mrs. Eugene Thomas injured tobogganing. bartel 

Jan. 10, 1924 – American Legion Auxiliary. Mrs. Lynn Merrill, president. Mrs. G. King, first vice president; 

Miss Peggy Nowak, second vice president; Miss Marcellina Drill, secretary; Mrs. L.A. Merrill, treasurer; 

Mrs. D. S. Shea, historian; Mrs. F. Teske, chaplain; Mrs. A. Wishlinski, parliamentarian; Mrs. L. Schewe, 

sergeant at arms; Miss Sylvia Wagner, publicity director.  War entertainment 

Jan. 17, 1924 – Files of 1875 (Description of Mueller Bros. store) history 

Jan. 17, 1924 – Erich Mueller will no longer do business under that name. New firm name is Erich 

Mueller & Co. business 



Jan. 17, 1924 – August Bartol, of Cudahy, survives fractured skull from concrete falling on his head at 

Lakeside Power Plant in St. Francis. Hospitalized at St. Mary’s for 21 days. Uncle and aunt, Mrs. P.J. 

Bartol, are proprietors of the Layton Hotel, Cudahy. bartel 

Jan. 17, 1924 – The shareholders of the United Consumers Corporation held a special meeting at the real 

estate office of Wm. Wyse last Tuesday evening and the question of disposition their shares in said 

company was thoroughly discussed. We are informed that an opportunity is offered for the sale of 

shares. business 

Jan. 17, 1924 - R.L. Orrick, chiropractor, will be permanently located in the building of Erich Mueller, 

directly across the street of E. Mueller Implement store. Business (630 Water?) 

Jan. 24, 1924 – Files of 1875. history 

Jan. 31, 1924 – Temporary closing of First National Bank. business 

Jan. 31, 1924 – Files of 1875: history 

Jan. 31, 1924 – Temporary closing of bank. Monday evening the directors of the National Bank voted to 

close the bank temporarily and at the suggestion of National Examiner Leyburn of Chicago passed the 

following resolution: “Resolved that owing to some Western paper which is very slow in collectability 

the bank be temporarily closed and placed in the hands of the National Examiner.” The report of the 

National Examiner indicated that the bank was solvent in every way could meet all obligations and was 

on a good earning scale except for some $35,000 western paper that has been slow in paying interest 

and hard to collect. The notes and local paper are in good condition and shows that there is no trouble 

in Princeton vicinity paying out in good shape and showing up a fairly prosperous condition of the 

farmers and business men of Princeton and surroundings. From the present status of affairs it looks as 

though the bank was in condition to take care of its depositors in good shape and the only thing that 

seems to stand in the way is the assessment of the stock holders – whether it will be forced or voluntary 

payment on their part. The National Bank was organized in 1901. It has enjoyed a large patronage and 

had good earnings and profits until the failure of the Western loans, many of which were made years 

ago, became slow in paying principal and interest. It is thought that much of the western paper will 

come back in value if time is given for these “frozen assets” to adjust and liquidate. Conditions are not 

bad and with a community interest in financing the banks and keeping the business of Princeton vicinity 

going in good shape, this bank may be closed for only a very short time to check up its affairs. business 

Feb. 7, 1924 – Files of 1875 (From present appearances we are to have a full field of grain buyers this 

fall. No less than four companies are already arranged, as we hear to wit: F.A. Wilde, F.T. Yahr, Myers & 

Briggs, and Chittenden & Morse.) history 

Feb. 7, 1924 – One of the worst snow blizzards in many a year was experienced in this section of the 

country the fore part this week. Last Sunday in the early part of the evening it began to snow and 

conditioned throughout that night, Monday and Tuesday. A strong northeast wind prevailed driving the 

snow in every direction and in places piling into drifts from eight to ten feet high. The roads in the 

country districts are impassable and farmers are unable to come to the city. Rural mail carriers have 

been unable to make their route for the past several days and it is estimated that the highways will not 

be opened for traffic for several days to come. On the north side of our business street embankments of 

snow are the height of a grown person and very much resemble a fort. At this writing Wednesday a crew 



of men and teams are engaged in clearing the streets and hauling the snow to the banks of the river. 

The last passenger train which left this station last Monday afternoon going east got within one mile of 

Ripon, and there is snow bound and still remaining there in wait for snow shovelers for aid. The 

passengers it carried were taken to Ripon in sleighs with great difficulty and danger and are being cared 

for by the railroad company. A snow plow was sent out this direction from Fond du Lac and only got as 

far as Eldorado and is still stuck in the high drifts. Passengers who left this station on Saturday and 

Monday are still at their destiny waiting for passenger trains to make their run. Some of our older 

citizens claim this to be the worst storm since 1883. … Feb. 14 – The passenger train No. 116, which was 

stalled in a snow drift between Ripon and Green Lake, was burglarized and many articles and wares 

carried away. We are informed that a great amount of creamery butter was taken from the express car. 

The locomotive was stripped of brass and copper fittings and the parts are valued at many dollars. The 

mail car was also looted but it is claimed that nothing of great value was found. The valuable mail and 

registered letters were taken by the mail clerk who kept them in a safe place at Ripon. Chief of Police 

Allen of Ripon stated that he was confident that the train had been ransacked by persons living in the 

vicinity of Ripon. The police also state they do not know how much butter was taken from the express 

car of the train. Several cases were found in the snow in a field near the train and one case had been 

opened. Weather health 

Feb. 14, 1924 – A meeting of the stockholders of the First National Bank was held at their banking house 

last Wednesday afternoon and the majority of stockholders were present. The purpose of the meeting 

was to discuss reorganization of this bank. Remarks by directors of the bank were listened to and full 

explanation was given in relation prevailing to the difficulty of that institution and the western loans. A 

fine sentiment was expressed at this meeting for reorganizing and a number of those present subscribed 

for shares. It is the intention to organize a new bank with a capital stock of $50,000. Efforts will be made 

in the near future to get the full quota of the above stated subscribed. business 

Feb. 14, 1924 – Files of 1875. (S. Fairweather, who has acted as station agent here for the past three 

years, has resigned the position to go into the lumber trade, and as a beginning has bought out F.T. 

Yahr’s lumber yard at the depot.) history 

Feb. 21, 1924 – Files of 1875 history 

Feb. 28, 1924 – Files of 1875 (history) 

Feb. 28, 1924 – The Princeton Rod and Gun Club was organized Monday evening with a membership of 

forty-nine sportsmen. The officers elected were: President, G.J. Knaack; vice president, Wm. Gorr; 

treasurer, O.M. Maulick; secretary, Dr. O.P. Schnetzky; and three directors – Harry Teske, John Shew Jr. 

and Ed. Miller. The enthusiasm shown at the meeting indicate that this membership will be doubled in a 

short time, and that the sportsmen realize the importance of cooperation to succeed in the efforts of 

preserving “wild life” for the future. Citizens should join and assist this club for their own good and that 

of this community. Sports entertainment 

Feb. 28, 1924 – City council votes to abolish city primary elections. Candidates for any city office are 

required to file nomination papers at the office of the city clerk. politics 

Feb. 28, 1924 – Last Wednesday evening a meeting of the stockholders and depositors of the First 

National Bank was called and met in the assembly room of the high school. The spacious room as well as 



the library room adjoining was filled to capacity, many were obliged to stand during the entire meeting. 

President of the bank Erich Mueller presided and extended full explanation of the purpose of this 

meeting also explained in every detail the failure of the institution. Geo. V. Kelley, vice president, in well 

chosen words explained the benefits which would be derived by reorganization of the bank. The large 

assemblage showed great interest in the plan of reorganization and a fine sentiment was prevalent. A 

number who were present signed for shares. A letter addressed to the president and sent by a party 

now in California, but well known by a large number of our citizens, stated he was willing to subscribe 

for stock to the amount of $25,000. Also, a number of letters from parties in this state were received 

since that meeting asking for shares. Several parties who are taking a fine interest for the organization 

have volunteered and are soliciting subscriptions in this city and the surrounding community and thus 

far have met with splendid success. We are informed that some $30,000 have already been taken. The 

sum preferred for reorganization is $40,000 with a surplus of $4,000. business 

March 6, 1924 – Stanish Bartol passes. 85. Past 17 years resided in Berlin. Sons – John and Leo, 

Princeton, Peter, Cudahy; daughters – Mrs. Frank Shurpit, Berlin; Mrs. Nellie Hallman, Berlin; Mrs. Frank 

Bernard, Waupun; Mrs. F.A. Lock, Minneapolis. bartel 

March 6, 1924 – Fred Schendel passes. March 13 – Mason came to America in 1870. He built a number 

of buildings in this city and in 1878 procured the old Williams place and there erected the hotel widely 

known as the Commercial Hotel. history 

March 6, 1924 – Solicitors for stock for reorganization of the First National Bank who for the past 

number of days have brought every effort in play to procure the necessary quota, extend the 

information that a little better than $40,000 have been subscribed for. As the sum required for 

reopening of the bank have been fully subscribed the committee will make arrangements in the very 

near future with the depositors and after complying with every phase of the law, a new charter will be 

arranged for. The whole amount was taken by business men of this city and people of the surrounding 

community. It surely is gratifying to the solicitors as well as the public in general to know that the people 

of Princeton and the surround take a fine interest in the organization. business 

March 6, 1924 – Files of 1876. (Herman Megow has secured letters of patent for his hair restorative.) 

history 

March 13, 1924 – Files of 1876 (FT Yahr took his two boy, Willie and Eugene, to Milwaukee to attend 

school.) history 

March 13, 1924 – At a largely attended meeting last Friday evening the constitution was adopted and a 

sportsmen’s fund set aside for the protection of members. The question of hook and line fishing was 

discussed, and on Monday evening the Fox River Fish and Game Protective Association held a meeting at 

Oshkosh as their attorneys are of the opinion that the hook and line season is still open. Mr. C.B. Terrell, 

secretary of the chapter, stated over the telephone Tuesday that the association is asking a direct 

opinion from the Attorney General and should he hold contrary to the contention of the association, 

then one of the attorneys will fish, be arrest and the case appealed to the Supreme Court for immediate 

trial as a test case, and a definite interpretation of the present foolish law assured. The local club now 

has over hundred members and the drive is for more for our good and protection. – Dr. O.P. Schnetzky, 

secretary. sports 



March 13, 1924 – Schaal Bros. going out of business. 

March 13, 1924 – Hennig’s harness shop will be open every Wednesday and Saturday until the auction 

sale April 2. Ida Hennig, executrix. business 

March 13, 1924 – U.S. chief of engineers, US Army will hold public hearing April 3 in Portage regarding 

improvements on the upper Fox River. river 

March 20, 1924 – PHS declamatory contest at the opera house. Anona Berry, first girls; Philip Lehner Jr., 

first boys. school 

March 20, 1924 – Last Tuesday afternoon at the City Hall the stockholders of the Merchants & Farmers 

National Bank held their first meeting and discussed the project of the organization of the bank. A large 

and enthusiastic crowd was present and a splendid interest was evidenced for the organization. W.A. 

Gorr was chosen chairman of the meeting and Geo. V. Kelley, secretary. A temporary board of directors 

was chosen and consist of the following: Erich Mueller, August Kohnke, Adolph Prachel, Geo. V. Kelley, 

W.A. Gorr, W.A. Grahn, Otto Warnke. There men are instructed to make application for a charger and 

arrange for the opening of the bank at the earliest possible date. business 

March 20, 1924 – Files of 1876 (Norman Lowe and D.T. Andrews open meat market in PW. Jackson’s 

block. … H. Dantz moves his meat market across the street into F. Otto’s building.) history 

March 20, 1924 – Joint meeting of American Legion and businessmen held at Legion club rooms above 

the Nickodem store to discuss holding a Fourth of July celebration. D.S. Shea commander of the local 

Legion post??? A.L. Wishlinski presents Legion’s plans for the Fourth. “A number of business men make 

remarks pro and con and finally it was seen that the majority of business men present favored the plan, 

and it was decided that the Legion boys take full charge of the celebration and assume the responsibility 

of its success financially and otherwise and that the businessmen give their moral support to the Legion 

and cooperate with the boys by showing their good will.” Post Commander is Geo. Ostrander.  … long 

piece on Legion and its goals. War. Entertainment. 

March 27, 1924 – Files of 1876. history 

April 3, 1924 – Election results. politics 

April 3, 1924 – Files of 1876. history 

April 10, 1924 – Files of 1876 (C. Hennig & Bro. will move their meat market on Monday next to the 

rooms formerly occupied by Dantz & Andrews in Demell’s block.) history 

April 10, 1924 – R.G. Wachholz, who recently acquired the ownership of the furniture store building he 

is now located in is busily engaged in remodeling the interior. The stock of furniture is now located on 

the second floor and the first floor is being fitted with counters, tables and shelving and when 

completed a new stock of general merchandise will be on display. business 

April 17, 1924 – Files of 1876 (The old Fox River House, Dargatz building, is having a new roof put on.) 

history 

April 17, 1924 – League declamatory contest Princeton, Green Lake, North Fond du Lac and Rosendale. 

Lehner takes second and Stanley Zuelke third. Georgia Kelley and Anona Berray took first and second, 



respectively, among the girls. Winners of 1st and 2nd got bronze medals. Winners will go to Wrightstown 

to represent the league in the district contest on April 23. school 

April 24, 1924 – Bank Examiner Leyburn was here last week checking up the bank and looking up the 

plans and proposals for the new Farmers-Merchants Bank. He expressed himself as well satisfied with he 

plans and proposal and also the work done to date. He, however, said that some $50,000 more of 

agreements should be signed before the department decides on action putting putting remainder in 

trust fund or without interest on deposits and deferred payments. The last few days the depositors have 

signed agreements of $30,000 more and other have sent word that they wanted to send theirs in soon. 

The examiner felt that it was a move in the right to direction to save for all depositors and that all 

depositors should sign the agreements and urge friends to do so in the interest of themselves and all 

depositors concerned. business 

May 1, 1924 – The oratorical and declamatory contest for the Third SubDistrict was held at Wrightstown 

Wednesday afternoon and evening. The PHS was represented by Philip Lehner Jr. won first place in the 

oratorical contest. In the declamatory contest, the Princeton representatives Anona Berray and Georgia 

Kelley tied for third place. Princeton was the only high school which had three representatives in this 

contest and all of them won places. school 

May 1, 1924 – Addison Berwick of Princeton wins slogan contest and $2 cash prize sponsored by 

American Legion for Fourth of July celebration: Make Princeton’s Fourth Your Fourth. Almost 100 

slogans submitted. entertainment 

May 1, 1924 – PHS finishes second at district commercial contest in Fond du Lac. Anona Berray wins first 

in beginning typewriter. school 

May 1, 1924 – Files of 1876 (N. McIntyre & Son have opened up rooms in the Worm block, next door 

east to Green & Carman’s lumber yard, where they show a fine assortment of sewing machines and 

organs. … Fred Otto has sold his property on Water Street. Purchasers are two young men from Oshkosh 

who will open a meat market. … There was a general base with three merchants on Monday. The 

Luedtke Bros. took their own store. Rimpler & Zellmer went out of that and into the rooms of the Thiel 

block, and Geo. Parker moved from there into the Eggleston store just vacated by the Luedtke Bros.) 

history 

May 8, 1924 – Philip Lehner Jr. won at the Eastern District contest at DePere last Friday. Will go to 

Madison to represent a district composed of 14 counties.  school 

May 8, 1924 – Recently representatives of Redgranite, Berlin and Markesan came to this city and 

together with the American Legion met at the latter’s rooms for the purpose of organizing a baseball 

league in a circuit comprising six cities. Keen interest and a fine sentiment was expressed by those 

present and were favorably impressed with the project. Waupaca and Montello expected to join league. 

Princeton has succeeded in again landing their old battery, Rice brothers, of Oxford, also Mr. Vanderbild 

of the Endeavor Academy. sports 

May 8, 1924 – Files of 1877. (Drug firm of (P.W.) Jackson & DeVoe ceases to exist. DeVoe & Lichtenberg 

has taken its place. … Fred Schendel has the stone on the ground for a stone block, next lot west of 

Thos. Williams.) 



May 15, 1924 – The people of Princeton were assured of high-class base ball when the American Legion 

team of this city joined the recently organized Inter-County Base Ball League. At a meeting held at the 

local Legion rooms April 15th, the Inter-County Base Ball League was formed, at which representatives 

from Berlin, Markesan, Redgranite and Princeton were present. The aim of the league is to foster base 

ball between teams comprised of home players and to prevent the continual changing of players which 

has gone on in the past. It has been this changing of players every game which has caused many fans to 

lose interest in the team in past seasons. The newly formed league prevents the hiring of outside 

players, with the exception of the battery, unless permission is granted by the board of directors. It 

makes it possible for teams organized in surrounding towns to meet on equal footing. The teams which 

comprise the league are Berlin, Markesan, Redgranite, Omro, Waupun and Princeton.  … The Legion is 

trying to give Princeton good, clean base ball and the cooperation of the public is greatly desired. No 

team can play good ball without the united support of the community. M. Rice is pitcher; H. Rice is 

catcher. sports 

May 15, 1924 – More history of national American Legion. Also, Legion will sponsor a series of lyceum 

courses provided by the University of Wisconsin Extension Division. Lineup includes the Dresser 

Mountaineers, Ambassador Quartet, Smiling Bob Briggs whose “colored dialects and readings are so 

true to the southern darkey types that even though there be no colored blood in his system the negroes 

insist that they have have ‘eedicated’ him, and the Priscilla Entertainers duet. War entertainment 

May 15, 1924 – A Fourth of July celebration of the “old fashioned: and the modern type is assured for 

the city of Princeton and surrounding community this year – the first in seven years. This celebration will 

be directed by the local American Legion Post 366 – an organization of live, young, ex-service men, in 

cooperation with the Women’s Auxiliary at the baseball park in Dumdie’s grove on Highway 23 just 

south of the city limits. Plans are being made for a rousing whole-day and evening celebration which will 

surpass anything ever staged in the city and which will please young and old. There will be band music, 

concerts, races, special features, base ball, bowery dancing, fireworks, a country store, stands, prizes, 

eats, drinks and merriment, flag salute and patriotic program, etc. … A brand new Ford Turing car will be 

given away absolutely free to the person holding the lucky number. … The car will be found at the E.H. 

Priebe Ford Garage. .. The base ball park on highway 23 just south of the city limits on the Montello road 

is an ideal location for the celebration of the proportions this one promises to be. There are many shade 

trees providing ample shade and an open area of ground for the races, base ball game, parking space for 

cars, as well as affording a splendid view for the observation of the gorgeous fireworks program planned 

for that evening. There is ample space for the stands and the bowery. The base ball diamond which was 

improved last year is scalped and hard-finished with packed clay and is in good condition. 50 cents 

admission includes ticket for Ford raffle; children under 12 free. … This celebration figured in terms of 

material, advertising, entertainment, eats, drinks and labor will amount to approximately $5,000. … 

Shew’s Orange Squeeze Melody Boys will furnish music for dancing. entertainment 

May 22, 1924 – The Board of Public Works have purchased from the Lyle Sign Works of Minneapolis a 

number of arterial highway signs together with three school zone signs and danger signs. These signs are 

of octagonal and oval shape and present a fine appearance. The school signs are finished in black 

background with a diamond shape red center and the wording, “Danger Drive Slow.” The arterial signs 

are in red background finish and letters, “Arterial Stop Highway,” are of aluminum finish. Signs will be 

placed on Farmer street at the intersection of Main Street, Washington Street, Pearl Street, Main Street, 



Mill Street and Second Street. These signs will be mounted on substantial iron posts and will be placed 

as soon as they arrive. improvement 

May 22, 1924 – The American Legion has adopted the poppy as its flower and at least once yearly, on or 

near Memorial Day, the Legion through artificial poppies will give Americans a mental picture of the 

scene that greeted their husbands, sons and brothers across the seas. More than that the crimson red 

will remind them of the great sacrifice of human life and body.  … The Poppy Day at Princeton will be 

held Saturday, May 24. Auxiliary women will canvass the city, and we hope Princeton will look like a 

poppy field by Saturday evening.  May 29 – About 1000 flowers were sold on that day. War 

entertainment 

May 29, 1924 – Files of 1877. history 

June 5, 1924 – Supt. Geo. V. Kelly buys handsome new residence on corner of Howard and Harvard 

streets. The building completed only a few years ago is one of the most modern in this city. Recently 

vacated by Otto Schaal.  

June 5, 1924 – Recently in a deal consummated between John Roberts and the McCormick estate the 

former took over the property of the latter on lower Water Street recently vacated by V. Krysinski shoe 

shop. The building will undergo improvements in the interior as well as exterior. business 

June 5, 1924 – Files of 1877 – history 

June 12, 1924 – Files of 1877 (N. McIntyre & Son have received 200 buffalo robes direct from the Texas 

border, which he will dispose of at wholesale prices. … Warnke Bros. will soon have a fine new stock of 

goods in their new store on Morse’s corner. … Fred Schendel has commenced operations on the 

basement wall of his building, next west of Williams building.) history 

June 12, 1924 – City council votes unanimously to purchase a hose truck for the fire department and a 

truck for the boys of the Electric Light Department. The truck for the house, we understand, will be of 

sufficient power to haul the large fire engine to and from the fires and in addition to carry from 1,200 to 

1,500 feet of hose. The truck for the Electric Light Department will save time and possibly extra labor. 

improvement 

June 19, 1924 – A Princeton Booster Trip is being planned for Tuesday, June 24. The boosters will drive 

to nearby towns to advertise the Fourth celebration and at the same time put in a good word for 

Princeton as a city and trade center. A fine banner will be furnished for each car. entertainment 

June 19, 1924 – Files of 1877. history 

June 26, 1924 – Files of 1877 (JB Morley & Son have several thousand very fine apple trees in their 

Princeton Nursery. … G.A. Long goes out of the Princeton mill at the close of this month. J.C. Weiss will 

then have full control.) history 

June 26, 1924 – John Roberts, who has recently acquired the ownership of the building adjoining the 

Mackowski store on the west and has remodeled the interior as well as the exterior, wishes to inform 

his friends and patrons that he has taken possession last Monday. business 

June 26, 1924 – Man (Julius Braun) killed in accident at gravel pit south of this city. He was caught in a 

cable as he was stepping over the dragline of an excavator and drawn into a pulley. His right leg was 



badly torn about seven inches above the knee. All the blood vessels of the leg and muscles of the thigh 

were completely severed. His left hand was also badly injured as he tried to save himself from being 

drawn into the machinery. Passed away at 6:30 p.m. health 

July 3, 1924 – Files of 1877. Pahln & Fenske have opened a general merchandise store in the S.M. 

Eggleston stone building. A. Bartz opened his cigar factory on Thursday. He can be found in the second 

story of the Eggleston building. Gustav Mueller of the firm Mueller Bros. has gone to Cincinnati to a 

attend a course at a medical institute. He will be absent about a year. The Hubbard House has a new 

landlord, Mr. A.B. Burroughs. … business history 

July 3, 1924 – Editor – A.H. Rimpler = Albert H. Rimpler. … business 

July 10, 1924 – Files of 1877. A cupola adorns the Princeton mill, necessitated by the raising of the 

elevator. … history 

July 10, 1924 – Legion hosts nice Fourth celebration. … entertainment 

July 10, 1924 - Annual school meeting. Mr. Kidman’s term of office had expired. He was re-elected but 

declined the office. Herman Spooner was elected to fill the vacancy. … schools 

July 17, 1924 – Files of 1877. S.M. Eggleston was like a fish out of water, until he got into trade again. He 

has bought Mr. Parker’s stock of dry goods and will fill up the old store with new stock. Fred Yahr’s crew 

are driving along the work of putting a tin roof on the Schendel-Ponto block as fast as rain and snow 

allow. For the additional appropriation of $1,000 for an iron bridge and the bonding of the town for 

$4,500, was 123 for, and 9 votes against. … business history 

July 17, 1924 – Vergne Potter, resident of the city some 25 years ago, successful laundry merchant in 

D.C. … business 

July 24, 1924 – Files of 1877. There are at least two hell-hole saloons in this town that ought to be 

extinguished. It is the duty of the board to see that the persons they license to sell liquor keep an 

orderly place. … Chief of Police Kleinert was pretty roughly handled during a matinee in Herman 

Warnke’s saloon last Wednesday night. … business history 

July 24, 1924 – The hundreds of acres of soy beans that were planted for hay in Green Lake County this 

spring are showing every indication that a bumper tonnage will be produced this fall. The beans are 

generally of good color and are growing rapidly on practically all types of soil. … Upwards of 1,500 acres 

of the soys will be used for hay in 1924. In addition to this large amount, hundreds of acres of soy beans 

were planted in corn for silage. The unfavorable season for corn has in some instances shown the value 

of the soy bean-corn combination. … farm progress 

July 24, 1924 – Auto stalls for rent in Schaal Bros. garage. … business 

July 24, 1924 – Cashier Narcis Nickodem of Detroit and Joe of Chicago were arrivals last week and are 

spending the vacation with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Nickodem. … bartel 

July 31, 1924 – Files of 1877. Gard Green proprietor of two-story frame building in process of erection 

on Water street, near Luedtke’s wagon shop. … business history 

Aug. 7, 1924 – Files of 1877. 2 dressmakers to open shops over F.T. Yahr bank. … business history 



Aug. 7, 1924 – Last Saturday afternoon A.R. Hirst, candidate for the office of governor, spoke before a 

fair sized audience at the National Bank, this city. In his speech he fully explained his standing in regard 

to the gasoline tax bill, which he favors, and stated that if the tax was imposed by the legislature, six or 

seven million dollars would be gained in the state treasury.  … politics 

Aug. 14, 1924 – Herman Warnke passed away one year ago, Aug. 16. … business history 

Aug. 14, 1924 – Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Thomas will leave for Canada per auto on Friday. It being their 

wedding anniversary they decided to celebrate the occasion in that manner. … bartel 

Aug. 21, 1924 – Files of 1877. Gard Green sold 27 loads of lumber on Tuesday. … business history 

Aug. 21, 1924 – Principal Francis E. Kelley. English Emma Ellinger. 1st grade. Peggy Novak. … schools 

Aug. 21, 1924 – The new Farmers-Merchants National Bank is expected to open for business on Sept. 1st. 

The organizing committee have been at work the past months signing up deposit agreements and doing 

other work preliminary to opening. Conditions are very favorable for a strong bank and the condition of 

the institution on the day of opening will be good. Receiver Pearson said “that the band for good loans 

and cash would be second to none in the state.” … A tentative contract was made Monday with H.A. 

Miller of Brooklyn, Wis., to be the new cashier. Mr. Miller is a man 40 years of age and has had 23 years 

of successful banking experience. Starting in as clerk he rose rapidly to cashier of banks at Neshkoro, 

Plainfield and Brooklyn, and for the past two years has been active vice president and loan manager of 

the Brooklyn bank. During his six years’ connection with the bank at Brooklyn it has doubled in deposits 

and capacity to serve its people.  … Bank will have 130 stockholders. … business 

Aug. 21, 1924 – A large crowd from town attended Morse’s barn dance, given in the large new barn 

recently built on the Morse farm about three miles south of this city. Music was furnished by a four-

piece orchestra. A benefit lunch was served by the ladies of the Community church. … entertainment 

Aug. 21, 1924 – The expansion of facilities and service necessitates an increase in rates, the local 

telephone manager pointed out this morning, and a request for additional revenue will be made within 

the near future. Company officials are visiting with each subscriber in order to give the widest possible 

publicity to the action. “Our business is conducted in an open, above-board manner,” said Mr. Cottrell. 

“We want the people of Princeton to understand that in seeking new local rates the company is acting 

to correct a situation that, if continued, would make it impossible to maintain the service at a high 

standard and attract new capital for enlarging the system to meet the demands for service.” … “We find 

that our Princeton subscribers realized that a healthy public utility which is making a fair return on its 

investment is much more of an asset to a community than one which is struggling along with insufficient 

revenue to produce a fair return or make possible the necessary expansion of the business. The 

telephone system must grow with Princeton, in fact must keep a little bit ahead of the growth of the 

community.” More than 400 subscribers’ stations are being served in Princeton by the Wis. Telephone 

Co., the manager pointed out. … improvement 

Aug. 28, 1924 – Files of 1877 

Aug. 28, 1924 – The Princeton Rod and Gun Club. Organized this year, for the mutual protection of its 

members, and the welfare of fish and game, and to be a permanent organization in our city. We have 

now a membership of more than 150 and have placed the name of our club thruout the state. We have 



planted eight cans of brook trout fry and ten cans of brook trout fingerlings, in the surrounding streams, 

and expect bass and pike any day. … sports 

Aug. 28, 1924 – County Normal opens Sept. 1. Review of how Normal works, qualifications, etc. C.J. 

Kreilkamp is principal of Green Lake County Normal School. … schools 

Aug. 28, 1924 – Hugo Kelm selling or renting store building in business section of city. … The lower flat of 

the large brick building located on West Side, formerly the Yahr residence, is offered for rent. Inquire of 

Mrs. C.A. Warnke. … business 

Aug. 28, 1924 – H.A. Long running for county treasurer. … politics 

Sept. 4, 1924 – Files of 1877. Mrs. C. Alsdorf is prepared to do all kinds of hair dressing in the latest 

styles. Her rooms are four doors east of the post office, upstairs. … Editor Warns has bid goodbye to the 

Princeton Merkur, and his place is more than filled by Prof. Carl Fricke, late of Chicago. … The latest 

railroad sensation is among out townsmen is that of extending the road to Grand Rapids. Col. N. 

Boardman has been looking over the ground recently, and finds little encouragement. … business history 

Sept. 4, 1924 – Election results. Princeton votes 186 for John J. Blaine for governor, 25 Geo. F. Comings 

and 70 A.R. Hirst. Towns of Princeton and St. Marie also go for Blaine. … politics 

Sept. 4, 1924 – At the meeting of the stockholders of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank, at City Hall 

last Friday evening, the following directors were elected: Adolph Prachel, Geo. V. Kelley, H.O. Giese, 

W.A. Gorr, Stanish Lese, W.A. Grahn, Otto Warnke. On Monday afternoon the directors met in the bank 

building and elected H.O. Giese for their president and Adolph Prachel vice president. Orlo Maulick was 

chosen assistant cashier and Miss Norma Huenerberg bookkeeper. H.A. Miller, the new cashier, was an 

arrival last Saturday afternoon. His family will come here as soon as the residence of Mrs. Herman 

Warnke on Farmer street can be vacated The official opening of the bank will be about Sept. 15th. 

Sept. 11, 1924 – Files of 1877. On Friday wheat began to pour into this market. Teams had to wait a 

good deal at the elevator for a chance to unload. The reason of the rush was the price paid here, $1.08 

and up, while the other places $1.00 was the rule. … business 

Sept. 11, 1924 – In a deal consummated Monday between Schaal Bros. and John P. Hotmar, of 

Waterloo, this state, the latter became the owner of the former’s hardware stock and took immediate 

possession. Mr. Hotmar will restock the building and carry a large and complete line of hardware, 

tinware, etc. He comes here very highly recommended as a business man and one who caters to the 

wants of his patrons. … Mr. Hotmar will also occupy the dwelling located at the rear of the store and will 

move his family here as soon as arrangements can be completed. … business 

Sept. 11, 1924 – Fire at William Schwanke garage in Germania. 

Sept. 11, 1924 – G. Teske & Son: Mr. Art. Weissgerber, from Chicago, will give an exhibition of oil 

painting in our store window next Saturday afternoon and evening. … business 

Sept. 11, 1924 – No. 12575. Treasury Department. Office of Comptroller of the Currency. Washington, 

D.C. Sept. 6, 1924 – Whereas, by satisfactory evidence presented to the undersigned, it has been made 

to appear that “The Farmers-Merchants National Bank of Princeton” … has complied with all the 

provisions of the statutes of the U.S., required to be complied with before an association shall be 



authorized to commence the business of banking, Now therefore I, Willis J. Fowler, acting comptroller of 

the currency, do hereby certify that “The Farmers-Merchants National Bank of Princeton” … is 

authorized to commence the business of banking. … business 

Sept. 18, 1924 – Files of 1877. Billiard rooms of Hittler & Rowe. … The Luedtke Bros. took their own 

store, Rimpler & Zellmer went out of that and into their rooms in the Thiel Block, and Geo. Parker 

moved from there to the old Eggleston store just vacated by the Luedtke Bros. … business history 

Sept. 18, 1924 – Grinding agricultural limestone has been abandoned during the summer months but 

will be resumed this month by the three portable grinders now owned in the county. The owners of the 

machines have been using their tractors for other purposes during the threshing and pea vining season. 

… Otto Schwark, Princeton, with his Wise machine, will operate in the Town of Brooklyn and in St. 

Marie. … farm progress 

Sept. 18, 1924 – Miss Theresa Novak and Dinah Oehlke attend the Training School at Berlin. … bartel 

Sept. 18, 1924 – A.A. Sommerfeldt clothing and shoes. … business 

Sept. 25, 1924 – Files of 1877. 

Sept. 25, 1924 – On Friday, Oct. 3, Federal building, Milwaukee: The petition of Herbert Pearson, 

receiver of the First National Bank of Princeton, Wisconsin, insolvent, for an order of this court 

authorizing him as receiver of said insolvent bank to sell all the assets of said insolvent bank, both real 

and personal, … to the Farmers-Merchants National Bank of Princeton and to dispose of the cash on 

hand from the collection of the stock assessment.” … business 

Oct. 2, 1924 – Files of 1877. Wheat buyers are getting numerous and things are lively. John Warnke and 

W.C. Briggs “showed up” in this business last Monday morning. We hear that Fred Sargent, Wm. Wyse 

and Wm. Roberts have already threshed, and that wheat is not only nice and plump, but turns out a 

little more than was expected. Good. … business history 

Oct. 2, 1924 – On next Thursday, Oct. 9, 1924, the annual Community Fair will be held at the Princeton 

High School building. Many of the club workers exhibited their products at the County Fair, and not only 

made a splendid showing there but also took considerable prize money. These boys and girls and others 

that were unable to get to the County Fair will now have an opportunity to show at the Community Fair. 

The county board last year, in recognition of the value of these fairs to a community, voted to give 

money toward the premiums of each fair that was held this year. … Prizes will be given on calves, 

poultry, ducks, corn, potatoes and garden products. Other exhibits will be welcomed and be judged by 

ribbons. … State speaker in the afternoon, demonstrations by school children. … W.W. Clark, of the 

Wisconsin College of Agriculture, will act as judge and also as one of the speakers on the program. … 

schools farm progress 

Oct. 2, 1924 - The Woman’s Club who for the past several years took the West Side cemetery in charge 

and made improvements from year to year again did themselves proud by greatly improving the main 

driveways and putting in additional concrete recently under the fine supervision of W.J. Mesick and 

W.A. Gorr. Concrete was laid from near the main entrance and was extended to the pump house, also a 

stretch was laid north of the pump house. … improvement 



Oct. 2, 1924 – Ad for Farmers-Merchants National Bank will open for business early in October. Capital 

and surplus of $44,000, plus $40,000 in stockholder’s liability. 117 stockholders. … business 

Oct. 9, 1924 – New bank opens. The newly organized Farmers-Merchants National Bank opened its 

doors for business last Tuesday morning. A number of our citizens, as well as farmers of this vicinity, 

spent many days and worked diligently in procuring stockholders and bringing this institution to life. 

They are deserving considerable credit for their efforts of their labors. The bank is headed by H.A. Miller 

as cashier. He has considerable experience in the banking business and comes very highly recommended 

by state banking officials. … business 

Oct. 9, 1924 – Files of 1877. Judge Myers has bought the Loomis property upon which the restaurant of 

Z. Fisher and Mrs. Jones are situated. … The Turners have bought, or have made arrangements to buy, 

the lot just east of Rat Parsons’ store for the purpose of erecting a Turn Halle. … business history 

Oct. 9, 1924 – Clubs of farm women forming under College of Agriculture supervision. Meetings will 

include discussions and demonstrations on foods and food value throughout winter. … farm progress 

Oct. 16, 1924 – Annual community fair is a success. The rural schools in the community around 

Princeton were closed for the afternoon and the teachers with their children came in a body from the 

several schools. … There were more than 130 birds entered in the poultry department. Winners listed. 

The champion young pen was exhibited by Adeline Frost. It was a pen of very good Rhode Island Reds. A 

barred Plymouth Rock, exhibited by Walter Bogucki, was designated as the champion cock. Noel Rimpler 

exhibited a White Leghorn hen which was not only judged to be the best hen at the show but also was 

given the ribbon and Silver Loving Cup as being the Grand Champion bird of the Show. The garden 

exhibit was strong this year. More than 125 entries were made in that department. A fine sample of 

Golden Glow corn was exhibited by Genevieve Frost. Irving Berger also displayed a fine same of late 

potatoes. … County Agent James Lacey judged the calves and awarded first honor in the Holstein class to 

Milan Kantz. Second and third place went to calves belonging to Standish Resheski. Sylvester Mlodzik 

won first in the Guernsey class. … schools farm progress 

Oct. 23, 1924 – L.J. Whittemore, this city, on Monday last, received his appointment as game warden. 

Rumor had been afloat that Lee was being considered for that important office for the past several 

weeks. This section of country, in particular Puckaway lake, gross violations of the game law have been 

prevalent. The new appointee being well acquainted thruout this entire community, and being a great 

sportsman, knows every piece of hunting ground. … Arrested six on first day for shooting after dark. … 

sports 

Nov. 6, 1924 – Files of 1878. Capt. Hubbard’s steamer, the Minnehaha, is doing a good business on 

Green Lake. … business history 

Nov. 6, 1924 – Marine Edward A. Schry serving at Lakehurst, New Jersey, working with the U.S. Navy 

dirigibles the Z R I Shenandoah and Z R 3 Los Angeles. … war 

Nov. 6 1924 – Election results. County favors LaFollette (2109) over Coolidege 1920 and Davis 1098. Also 

Lueck over Blaine, 2844-1993, for governor. City goes LaFollette 264, Davis 118 and Coolidge 98. Blaien 

over Lueck for governor 249-217. Town of P. favors Davis over LaFollette and Coolidge; Lueck over 

Blaine. St. Marie Davis over LaFollette by six and Coolidge by 19, Lueck over Blaine for gov by six. … 

politics 



Nov. 13, 1924 – Files of 1878 – Mrs. Jones now stands on its own foundation, in other words on the lot 

she lately purchased east of, and adjoining Mrs. Radway’s. … business history 

Nov. 13, 1924 – Last Tuesday forenoon Harold Janson, lineman for the Wisconsin Telephone Company, 

encountered an experience which he will remember through life. During the electrical storm prevaililing 

that forenoon Harold was engaged in doing repair work on the large pole on the bank of the river in the 

rear of the Consumers filling station when an electrical bolt struck one of the wires near where he was 

engaged in his work. The result was that for the time being it paralyzed his left side. Luckily he threw his 

right arm over the cross bar and his right leg over the cross bar beneath him which prevented him from 

falling. He called for help which was immediately extended by Telephone Manager D. Cottrell and Max 

King. Both these gentlemen ascended the high pole and were fortunate in lowering Mr. Janson to safety. 

He was taken to the office where he remained for several hours and was attended by Dr. W.H. Fortner. 

At noon he left for his home, this city, and is doing very nicely. … health 

Nov. 20, 1924 – Files of 1878. Dargatz new building is so far advanced as to be closed. … one week later 

– The new front on the Dargatz building is a “heap big” addition to the looks of that part of the village. . 

… The first game of croquet in Princeton in the new year was played between Millard and Hubbard on 

one side, and deVoe and Russell on the other, the game was won by the latter parties. Thus far this year 

we have heard of no other lunatics in the croquet business. … Files of 1878 - Kuehn & Krueger of the 

Princeton Meat Market killed a fine three-year-old steer on Tuesday evening that dressed 800 pounds. 

… business history 

Nov. 27, 1924 – Files of 1878. A pontoon bridge has been constructed over the river for the benefit of 

the public. … h 

Nov. 27, 1924 – Girl burned to death near Manchester. … health 

Nov. 27, 1924 – On Saturday, November 29, the officers, directors and stockholders of the Farmers-

Merchants National Bank extend to you, your family and your friends a most cordial invitation to come 

and help celebrate the formal opening of Princeton’s newest bank. There will be a public reception all 

day. We’re also going to hold “open House” during the evening. In fact we are going tohave a regular old 

fashioned “house warming” with plenty of sourvenirs for all. … Don’t forget to bring the children. We 

have a special surprise for them!” … business 

Dec. 4, 1924 – Files of 1878. F. Dargatz is building a small business room between his saloon and F.T. 

Yahr’s block. … J.M. Worm is putting up a building that when completed will be occupied by a tailor 

shop. It is situated just east of Mrs. Crain’s dress making and millinery rooms. The Princeton Turners had 

the finest kind of time last night, it being the christening of their Hall. The music was first class and the 

party was a success. … business history 

Dec. 4, 1924 – Triangle school paper rated All American. … schools 

Dec. 4, 1924 – The formal opening of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank, this city, took place last 

Saturday. A large number of farmers as well as merchants visited that day and the evening and got 

acquitted with the cashier of the bank and its officers. All visits were presented with souvenirs – fancy 

pen holders for the grown-ups and balloons for the children. The bank opened for business six weeks 

ago and during this short period has made a fine showing in deposits and business in general. … business 



Dec. 11, 1924 – Files of 1878. King & Luther have dissolved partnership. Mr. King retiring, Lutheran will 

carry on the business in the old stand. … business history 

Dec. 11, 1924 – In a deal recently transacted between Teske Milling Co. and Harry Teske the latter takes 

over the entire stock of the mill and will continue the business in his own name. … business 

Dec. 11, 1924 – history of local American Legion Auxiliary. Eighteen charter members. … entertainment 

Dec. 11, 1924 – Thirteen breeders in Green Lake County have recently had their herds tested thee 

second time for State federal accreditation and have passed the required two clean tests. These 

breeders will be placed on the accredited list. List includes Warmbier Bros., Wm. Jankowski, John 

Kuharski, f.J. Spooner, John Wozniak, Stanish Resheske, Walter Frost and Barney Kuharski, all of 

Princeton. … farm progress 

Dec. 18, 1924 – Files of 1878. Turn Halle approaches completion. … Teams able to cross bridge. … 

Schendel building a new addition to rear of his new building. … business history 

Dec. 18, 1924 – PHS stock judging team wins district contest at Wyocena vs. Portage and Westfield. 

Team members: Andrew Borzick, Victor Drill and Donald Marshall, with Willie Rellis as alternate. … 

schools farm progress 

Dec. 18, 1924 – Community tree in the square on Water street near American House. It will be 

decorated with a large number of electric light bulbs in various colors. The tree is about 40 feet high. … 

entertainment 

Dec. 25, 1924 – Files of 1878 

Dec, 25, 1924 – Lynn Merrill recommended by Sen. Lenroot as Princeton’s next postmaster. … politics 

Dec. 25, 1924 – Gustave Mueller completes University of Minnesota with the degree of Bachelor 

Medicine. Graduated two years ago from Wisconsin with the degrees of B.S. and M.S. and also honored 

degrees. Grad of local high school. He will continue his work in surgery at the County Hospital In St. Paul. 

… health 

NOTES FROM 1925 – ACCIDENTALLY DELETED 

Jan. 1, 1925 – Princeton Rod & Gun Club lists 170 members. Was founded March 1, 1924. … sports 

Jan. 1, 1925 – Miss Dorothy Huenerberg, teacher at Hartford 

Jan. 15, 1925 – Files of 1878.  

Jan. 15, 1925 – Fire destroys dwelling of G.A. Weinkauf on East Main rented by Joe McGee. …  

Jan. 15, 1925 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank holds annual meeting. H.A. Miller cashier.  Directors 

H.O. Giese, George V Kelley, Stanish Lese, W.A. Grahn, W.A. Gorr, Adolph Prachel, Otto Warnke. … 

business 

Jan. 22, 1925 – Files of 1878  

Jan. 22, 1925 – Last Tuesday afternoon the stockholders for the new creamery to be instituted in this 

city, met at the Opera House for the election of officers and the transaction of other business. About 



190 shares have been subscribed for at the present date many more have expressed their willingness rto 

become owners of stock. More than 150 members were present and a fine sentiment and interest was 

taken in this meeting. Following were elected officers: A.G. Oelke, Stanish Resheski, John Slabosheski, 

Ezra Westfield, Roman Saboralski, Secretary F.T. Wyse, Treasurer John Kuharski. … business factory 

Jan. 22, 1925 – Martin Bartel is making his home during the winter months with his daughter, Mrs. 

Eugene Thomas. … bartel 

Jan. 29, 1925 – Files of 1878. Annual school meeting, A.E. Thompson re-elected treasurer…. schools 

Jan. 29, 1925 – The Morse farm which owns a fine herd of 30 Guernseys and all of which have passed 

the federal test, are preparing to start city milk and cream delivery on March 1st. More about farm 

available. … farm progress business 

Feb. 5, 1925 – Files of 1878. Otto Giese has opened a fine stock of jewelry, watches, clocks, etc. in the 

west room of the Dargatz block. He is also a taxidermist and some of the finest speciments on exhibition 

we ever saw  … business history 

Feb. 5, 1925 – Edward Kallick fractures arm. 

Feb. 5, 1925 – Fred Siepert, of Neshkoro, has recently sold his dwelling in Neshkoro and we are informed 

he will come to this city in the near future and open up a harness shop in the building directly east of 

Erich Mueller. Fred has been in the harness business for the past number of years. ,,, business 

Feb. 19, 1925 – Files of 1878. The Warren Bros. have rented the mill at Princeton. … business history 

Feb. 19, 1925 – Good report on county schools by state. Lists accomplishments. … schools 

Feb. 26, 1925 – Files of 1878. Princeton has new boot and shoe store in the Schendel block.  … business 

history 

Feb. 26, 1925 – The Wisconsin Power & Light Company have taken options on the stock of the Princeton 

Power & Light Co. with the idea of taking over the local plant and ditch and later tieing in the local plant 

with their high-tension lines. Mr. W.A. Exner, district manager with offices at Ripon, and A.A. Kreiter of 

the investment department, have been  at work here since Friday and finishing Monday by getting the 

controlling stock. When this deal is consummated and Princeton receives the extra power from the high 

lines of the Wisconsin Co., people of Princeton will not be limited in their use of electricity, but will be 

able to use it for any and all purposes including such as cooking with electric ranges, power, etc. Another 

feature of this connection will mean the extending of electric lines to the rural communities around 

Princeton. The use of this power is become very useful and popular on the farm. The contract between 

the Princeton Power & Light Co and the city of Princeton will be assumed by the Wisconsin Power & 

Light Company. … improvement electricity 

Feb. 26, 1925 – Frank Moore opening a repair shop March 2 in the Erich Mueller building located one 

door west from H.J. Manthey. Will do repairing of furniture, upholstering, picture framing, upholstering 

picture framing, also repair your phonograph. Will handle glass of all sizes. Will file your saws. … 

business 

March 5, 1925 – Files of 1878. Morse & Chittenden have shipped 27 car loads of beans this season and 

still have 6 car loads left. …  F. Schendel opened a new saloon last week in the basement of his building. 



… E.R. Beebe spends a few days in town. Quite likely he will return and make Princeton his home. … 

business history 

March 5, 1925 – meeting of the Common Council last Tuesday evening … Resolution to empower city, 

council to purchase the property of the Princeton Power & Light Company and that bonds be issued to 

the sum of $55,000, part all to be used for the purchase of said plant. No action but special meeting 

Thursday. … Resolved that the city purchase the water power, power plant and entire property this date 

owned by the Princeton Power & Light Company. … City offering $110 per share to stockholders. … 

Resolution Oks $600 for 12 band concerts. … Will vote on April 7. … electric improvement 

March 5, 1925 – Albert Mirr, living on the Green Lake-Berlin road, busted for illegal possession of 

moonshine. No still found, but raiders found 15 gallons of alleged moonshine. … crime prohibition 

March 5, 1925 –New Harness Shop – Have opened up a harness shop in the building one door east of 

Erich Mueller and will keep a full line of harness, blankets and supplies. … Fred Siepert … business 

March 5, 1925 – Frank Nowak sawing logs and grinding feed. … bartel business 

March 12, 1925 – Files of 1878. Firm of Kuehn & Krueger dissolves; Kuehn retiring. Gustav Krueger 

continues at the old stand. … The Collins Bros of Berlin have opened a branch store in the Schendel block 

– ready made clothing and gents furnishing goods. … business history 

March 12, 1925 – Meeting of Princeton Produce Co March 14 will decide location of creamery. … 

business factory 

March 12, 1925 – For sale: J.S. Pahl estate and stone building on Montello Road. …  

March 19, 1925 – Files of 1879. The Princeton Merkur has suspended, owing to the fact that the owners 

had too much other business on hand. It’s too bad for Princeton. … business history 

March 19, 1925 – The Wisconsin Power & Light Company has purchased the Ransom Bus line which has 

operated between Fond du Lac, Ripon, Princeton, Berlin and Oshkosh for the past several years. … The 

new owners … will replace the present small buses with large yellow coaches, similar to the ones in use 

on the Fond du Lac-Sheboygan line. The same schedule as used by the Ransom company will be 

followed this month, except that there will be one additional trip each day. Three buses will leave Fond 

du Lac daily for Princeton, Berlin and Ripon instead of two. There will be only two trips on Sundays, 

however. The additional bus will leave the city at 7 o’clock in the morning. – Fond du Lac 

Commonwealth … improvement 

March 19, 1925 – Mrs. C. J. Marquardt opens dress making shop at her home. … business 

March 26, 1925 – Files of 1879. The Princeton German School is assuming proportions that commands 

attention. Already there are enrolled 85 pupils. The school occupies two rooms, one teacher each. Mr. 

Carl Fricke in the higher department, and Gustav Hoyer I the primary department. … Some scamp, 

probably drunk, tore down Westcott’s barber sign. 

March 26, 1925 – Mrs. Chris (Amalia) Hennig obit.  

March 26, 1925 – Ad for Schmidt Chick Hatchery. … business 

March 26, 1925 - Kidman & Merrill store? … business 



March 26, 1925 – Rudolph Valentino movie, Monsieur Beaucaire, with The Gang, Lon Chaney in “He 

Who Gets Slapped” … 7-piece orchestra. Opera House. … entertainment 

March 26, 1925 – Ad paid for by Wm. Huenerberg. MR. VOTER! We are today face to face with a 

proposition that no voter can ignore. The power for our light plant, who shall be the owner? You or a 

large corporation? That is the question today. Do you want to be under the thumb of a large 

corporation? No. Why does this corporation want our power? Because they know it is a good thing. Who 

is going to pay the interest on their investment? You – not for a few years but for all times. It is the duty 

of every voter – man or woman – to go to the polls on Election Day and vote for the Bond. Not one 

dollar of this bond will be paid by taxation. ,,, electric improvement 

April 2, 1925 – Ad paid for by A.F. Warnke. Fellow Citizens: Our fathers laid a foundation for us to be 

proud of – our electric light plant. This plant has been a paying business for 25 years. Through panics, 

war and sleet storm our rate has not been changed. Last year the city used $1,500 of that money which 

was a saving for the taxpayer. Do you Mr. Citizen now want to tear down that foundation that has been 

a payxxx .. all these years and has not cost the taxpayers one cent? If we lose the power we will lose the 

most important part of our plant, for what is our plant without power? This power is a self-supporting 

business and will cost the taxpayers nothing. No corporation will pay $50,000 for a thing that is not a 

paying business. Do you think, Fellow Citizens, I would ask you to buy this power if we had to pay for it 

by taxation? Never. My family paid $700.00 taxes last year. Do you think I am in favor to pay more> Use 

your own judgment. I am in favor of reducing taxes to the very lowest. I am a candidate for Alderman in 

the First Ward and if elected will do all I can for your and my interest. My advice to you is vote YES to 

buy the power plant. … April 9. Warnke elected with a majority of 29 votes over his opponent, Gustav 

Zierke. On the issue, Shall the city acquire the water utility property …” Defeated by 146 votes. … electric 

improvement 

April 2, 1925 – Ad. Mass Meetings. Friday, April 3d, at St. John’s Catholic School at 7:00 p.m At Public 

School at 8:00 p.m. “Shall Princeton Buy the Power Plant?” Senator Kileen and other speakers will be 

present at both meetings to discuss the subject. Women as well as men can vote and should be present. 

Everybody come. … April 9 – Both meetings were well attended by people who came to listen to 

speeches by Atty. Philip Lehner, this city, Atty. Kileen, of Wautoma, and an attorney from Ripon. … the 

speeches were interesting, well prepared and many were enlightened upon the question. … electric 

improvement 

April 2, 1925 – Files of 1879. Hennig Bros. have moved the contents of their butcher shop into the 

Hopkins block as a temporary arrangement. … A new insurance company is soon to be in operation 

known as the Princeton and St. Marie Mutual Fire Insurance Co. J.M. Van Buren is president and Wilber 

Meick secretary. Insurance will be confined to farm property only. … business history 

April 2, 1925 – Social events – Weavers. Thursday Afternoon Bridge. Ingter-Se. Quartet Bridge. Dinner 

Bridge. Tuesday Afternoon Bridge. Anniversary Club. Social Club. The Skiamahs. … Woman’s Club. 

Sewing Circle. Five Hundred Club. Bridgette Club. Frauen Verin. … entertainment 

April 2, 1925 – A.F. Breitengross, the druggist, always alert and on the watch for improvements and for 

the good of his patrons, recently installed a Frigidaire ice cream cabinet, which he procured through the 

agency of H.A. Shaffer, Madison The new outfit was installed last week and places Mr. Breitengross on 

the list of having one of the best, most convenient and sanitary ice cream cabinets in this section of the 



country. … It is air-cooled which has a tendency to keep the contents at an even temperature at all 

times. … Coupon entitles holder to a credit of 10c toward a 25c purchase of ice cream. … business 

April 2, 1925 – Lynn Merrill recently appointed postmaster of this city took up his duties on Wednesday, 

April 1. Mr. Merrill will retain the former employees Leo Schavey and Grace Ponto. The former 

incumbent, J.E. Hennig, has held the office for the past ten years. … politics 

April 2, 1925 – Auction at Schendel’s Jewelry Store. Retiring from business. … business 

April 9, 1925 – Last Thursday evening Wm. F. Jurgens was taken into custody by Chief of Police L.A. 

Merrill for having in his possession and transportation of illicit liquor and was placed in the city lock-up 

that evening. The following day he was taken before Justice H.O. Giese for preliminary hearing and bail 

was fixed at $1,000. Being unable to furnish the bail, he was taken to the county jail where he is 

awaiting trial at the next term of circuit court. … crime prohibition 

April 9, 1925 – Tuesday afternoon the Princeton Rod & Gun Club planted 24 cans of German Brown trout 

in four nearby streams. G. J. Knaack, R.G. Wachholz and J.P. Hotmar donated the use of their trucks to 

make the plags. … sports 

April 16, 1925 – Cards include Cinch, Old Base. … entertainment 

April 16, 1925 – League declamatory and oratorical contests with Princeton, Green Lake, North Fond du 

Lac. Doris Lehner 1st; Alfred Giese third. Lehner advances to subdistrict May 1 at Neenah. … schools 

April 16, 1925 – Council passes ordinance to prevent and … disturbances, drunkenness, disorderly 

conduct and the like. Fighting, riots, unnecessary noise, disturbances, assemblage, drunkenness, 

vagrancy, open or gross obscenity. Fine of not less than $125 or jail five to 30 days, or both. … crime 

prohibition 

April 16, 1925 – Father Thos. Jankowski and John Kasierske selected delegates to American Polish 

Congress in Detroit next week. … catholic religion 

April 16, 1925 – For some time it has been discussed about the city by business and others to organize a 

business men’s association. Last week John Shew Jr. and A.A. Sommerfeldt made a canvas from place to 

place to procure members to join an organization of this kind. Their efforts were made with splendid 

success and in a short time nearly all of the business men as well as professional men of this city, 

realizing its importance, had signed to become a member. Last Tuesday evening at the City Hall the first 

meeting was held and a fine representation was present. Cashier H.A. Miller was appointed as 

temporary chairman, and Atty. Philip Lehner temporary secretary.  …. Committees formed on 

Organization and Factories. … business 

April 23, 1925 – Files of 1879. Jul. Warnke has sold his interest in the mercantile business to his brothers, 

John and Mike, who will continue to do business at the corner store. Jule will hold forth at Collin’s for 

the present. … the Princeton mill has been compelled to suspend operations for the present, on account 

of scarcity of water. … About 1,500 bushels of wheat were marketed in Princeton on Friday. … business 

history 



April 23, 1925 – J.E. Schalow, who has operated the United Consumers oil station the past year and half, 

has resigned his position with that company. Jake Dugenske replaces, ….  Anton Kalupa, the baker, has 

property in Milwaukee. … business 

April 23, 1925 – The Legion men voted to purchase 33 flags, each 4 by 6 feet on a 12-foot pole, which 

will be placed into a socket in the side walk near the curb, and equally spaced along the business section 

of our main street. These flags will be used on all legal and national holidays to decorate uniformly the 

main thoroughfare of Princeton. The system will be installed in May. … Flag units can be supplied at cost 

to any private citizens, complete and installed in your sidewalk or lawn for $3.65. … entertainment 

April 23, 1925 – Part of the garage of E.H. Priebe is undergoing repairs in the way of a new front being 

installed. … business 

April 30, 1925 – Files from 1879. Princeton is to have a street sprinkler. Tim Paul will be chief engineer. 

… Cook, Chittenden & Morse bought one hundred head of cattle last week. They ship the fat ones to 

Chicago and pasture the stockers at Hake’s ranch. … Mrs. Dantz is having a new front and other changes 

made to the building east of Turner Hall. … Gard Green has become sole owner of the elevator property, 

having just purchased Swanke’s interest. … business history 

April 30, 1925 – As assemblage of women met at the City Hall last Tuesday evening for the organization 

of a club. The object of the club, we are informed, is to extend a helping hand toward the improvement 

and advancement of this city. The club adopted the name Woman’s Progressive Club. Following officers 

were chosen: President, Mrs. Alfred Giese; vice president, Mrs. G.G. Krueger; secretary, Miss Jennie 

Lichtenberg; treasurer, Mrs. Alfred Marvin. … entertainment 

April 30, 1925 – More clubs. Birthday.  … entertainment 

April 30, 1925 – town of Princeton school contests – Pleasant Valley, Morse, Big Bend, Fox River schools. 

St. Marie schools Pond Lily, Mount Tom, Black Creek, Pleasant Grove. … schools 

April 30, 1925 – History of Town of Princeton by F.J.S. (Fred Spooner?). The first town meeting held in 

the tavern of B.J. Winchell three miles east of present city of Princeton. N.P. Smith was elected chairman 

of the town at this first meeting. First settlers in 1845. … history 

April 30, 1925 – Princeton Advancement Association meet at City Hall for second meeting, adopt name 

and constitution. Philip Lehner, president; Dr. Schnetzky, vice president; H.A. Miller, secretary; J.H. 

shew, treasurer; directors, Geo. V. Kelley, D. Shea, A.A. Sommerfeldt. The association at the present 

time has a membership of 68 men. … business 

May 7, 1925 – Dr O.P Schnetzky trying to organize a local chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America 

here.  … entertainment sports 

May 7, 1925 – Richard Verch opens pavilion for opening dance of the season. A large crowd of dancers 

were present, nearly 200 dance tickets were sold. … entertainment 

May 7, 1925 – Subdistrict oratorical-declamatory contest held in Menasha. 39 schools in subdistrict; 

those in Menasha were Berlin, Kaukauna, Menasha, New London, North Fond du Lac, Princeton and 

Ripon. “Alfred Giese, of Princeton High, speaking “The International Mind,” won the unanimous decision 



of the judges for first place in oratory. Doris Lehner, giving “humoresque,” won second place in 

declamation. Both advance to district in Oshkosh next Friday. … schools 

May 7, 1925 – Files of 1879. Fish & Thompson on second floor of Yahr’s block. … Carl Barthol was 

exhibiting five or six sturgeon on the street Saturday that he had c aught in the river the night previous. 

The heaviest weighed 91 pounds. … business history 

May 7, 1925 – For sale or rent – Shop located directly south from the Herman Busse blacksmith shop is 

offered for sale at $800 or for rent. For key to shop, call at Adolph Radtke, the shoe maker. … business 

May 7, 1925 – Hearing May 12 at City Hall re: application of the Wisconsin Telephone Company to raise 

their rates. Railroad Commission of Wisconsin. … improvement 

May 14, 1925 – Files of 1879. E.D. Morse is adding rooms to his residence back of Warnke’s. (Princeton 

Hardware, Treat’s corner)…  August Bartz has sold his cigar establishment to Charley Crane and starts for 

Minnesota. … M.C. Russell departs for Chicago. … The Mueller boys have moved into the second story of 

the Hopkins block for a home. … business history 

May 14, 1925 – At the City Hall last Tuesday forenoon, a public hearing was conducted by three 

members of the Railroad Rate Commission in behalf of the Wisconsin Telephone Co., who contemplate 

raising the monthly rate on private and business phones in this city. Dr. O.P. Schnetzky appeared in 

behalf of the Princeton Advancement Association and opposed the abandonment of the two-party 

business phones which the telephone company proposes to discontinue. Albert Krueger appeared in 

behalf of the Princeton Telephone Company, who operate in the rural districts of this surrounding 

country. The Wisconsin Telephone Co. was represented by Messrs. Joe Creseck, f.M. McEntry and J. 

Quinlin. A fifty cent monthly raise on all phones in the city is proposed by the company. … improvement 

May 14, 1925 – Mr. Ament of the Pickett canning station came here last Tuesday and in company of 

Julius Kohnke called on farmers in this vicinity to procure acreage for growing string beans. Mr. Kohnke 

informed us that the company is well pleased because of their success here in procuring sufficient 

acreage. The beans when harvested will be brought to this city and from here hauled by trucks to the 

cannery at Picketts. … farm progress 

May 21, 1925 – Files of 1879. A 12-year-old brother of Richard and Gustav Mueller arrived from 

Germany on Monday. The lad came alone. … The Mueller Bros. and Mrs. Rupp, their sister, were the 

recipients of many fine presents brought over by their brother, who has just arrived, from their parents 

in the Fatherland. …  

May 21, 1925 – Shew’s Melody Boys play at pavilion for Princeton Rod & Gun Club’s first annual dance. 

… entertainment 

May 21, 1925 – Holes are being drilled into the sidewalks of Water street for the placing of poles and 

flags on holidays. … improvement 

May 21, 1925 – Mrs. Pearl Moore, graduate chiropractor and electrode, announces the opening of 

Princeton office in the Hennig building on Water Street. Office will be open as soon as building has been 

remodeled. … business 

May 28, 1925 – Files of 1879.  



May 28, 1925 – The woman’s Progressive Club will hold a bake sale at the Hennig millinery store on 

Friday forenoon 10 o’clock and will continue until all sold. Proceeds will be used toward improvement of 

city park. … improvement 

May 28, 1925 – J.P. Hotmar is improving the front of his hardware store with a new coat of paint. … 

business 

May 28, 1925 – Harry Strand, of Reedsburg, has located in our city and will make your feather beds into 

mattresses or pads. Have this work done at home. Price are right and first class work is guaranteed. 

Factory in the Messing building, West Side. … factory business 

May 28, 1925 – Thursday evening of last week a miscellaneous shower was given in behalf of Miss Peggy 

Novak, bride to be in the near future. The event took place in the rooms of the American Legion 

Auxiliary. Ladies of the Auxiliary, local teachers and friends took part. The entertainment of the evening 

consisted of a game of bridge and cinch. … Miss Novak was the recipient of many pretty and useful gifts. 

… bartel 

June 4, 1925 – Files of 1879. The Princeton and St. Marie Insurance Co. has commenced business with 

over $65,000 in policies applied for. The first policies were issued June 11, 1879. … W.F. Luedtke is 

building quite a large residence just north of his store. The building is 22x28 and two stories with 

basement. … Otto Giese is moving into the Mueller Bros. residence. He will move his jewelry store into 

the room first door west of J.W. Worm’s next week. … business history 

June 4, 1925 – Rev. J.J. Stuempfig retained as pastor of the Evangelical church. Has been here five years. 

June 4, 1925 – Geo. V. Kelley, chairman of American Legion Endowment Fund drive. The local quota of 

the $5 million drive is $445. … entertainment 

June 4, 1925 – Graduation. Edna Borsack, valedictorian. Agnes Krystofiak, salutatorian. Maryann Bartol 

in class. … schools 

June 4, 1925 – Dr. D.S. Shea, who has occupied the rooms above the Ford Garage for his dental parlors 

for the past several years, has leased the front rooms above the Princeton State Bank and will move his 

equipment and furniture next Monday night and will be open for business on Tuesday next. … business 

June 11, 1925 – Files of 1879 -  

June 11, 1925 – The latest soda water Carbonator installed by A.F. Breitengross is the latest in the 

making of soda water and is run with an automatic electric motor that makes fresh soda water directly 

when needed, in the most sanitary way, and in connection with the Sanitary Iceless Frigidaire Ice Cream 

Machine, gives the people of Princeton and vicinity the same sanitary service recently installed in the 

L.K. Liggett Company on the busiest corner of the world, Broadway and 7th Ave., New York City. … 

business 

June 11, 1925 – Highlights and accomplishments of school year. Also Wayne Giese, of Princeton, and 

Viola Lunow , of Princeton, are the two winners in this county in the statewide essay contest conducted 

by the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. … The prize is a free trip to the 1925 State Fair and Third 

Wisconsin Products Exposition. … schools 

June 18, 1925 – Files of 1879.  



June 18, 1925 – George Hamer obit. History. 

June 18, 1925 – Gov. John J. Blaine denied today the application for pardon of one Anton Formiller, 

green Lake County, convicted of bootlegging. Formiller was found guilty of having in his possession two 

stills and considerable moonshine whiskey. He was sentenced to three months imprisonment and to pay 

a $500 fine. His brother was sentenced at the same time for a like period. A plea was made that his wife 

was ill and that he had a farm to operate.  … crime prohibition 

June 18, 1925 – The Green Lake County Council of Women organizes. … farm progress 

June 18, 1925 – Father Flanagan’s Boys Shows, who are on their fifth tour of the middle western states, 

are booked to give a performance at Opera House here on Saturday, June 27. … A special show will be 

given for school children at 4 o’clock in the afternoon and no children will be admitted to the evening 

performance. This is made necessary by the size of the hall here, which will not, it is believed to be large 

enough to hold even all the adults at the evening show. … entertainment 

June 18, 1925 – The wedding of Miss Peggy Novak to Frank R. Mueller took place Saturday at 6 a.m. at 

St. John’s Parish house. … Wedding breakfast at Retlaw Hotel, Fond du Lac. … will be at home to their 

friends in the East Breity flat after July 15. (Breitengross) … bartel 

June 18, 1925 – In a deal consummated last Tuesday between Hugo Stern and Valentin Coda, the latter 

takes over the residence of the former on West Main street and intends to occupy same in the near 

future with his family. Mr. Stern in turn bought the property of Mrs. Linda Worm wherein she conducts 

her millinery business on Water street. … Mr. Stern will take over his newly acquired property about the 

first of July and arrange it for his jewelry store on the first floor and for dwelling on the second floor. … 

business 

June 25, 1925 – Files of 1879 – Dr. I.W. DeVoe will soon leave Princeton to take up his abode and 

practice his profession in Wausau. … business 

June 25, 1925 – Albert Kinas who has held possession of the lower story of the “Buckhorn” building and 

conducted a soft drink parlor for the past number of years, has given up his lease and F.C. Breivogel, 

landlord of the American House, has gained possession of the above named building and will take over 

by July1. The American House together with the soft drink parlor will be conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Leo 

Shavey hereafter. They take possession on July 1. … business 

June 25, 1925 – Assistant Engineer G.E. Eldred of the Wisconsin Highway Commission while in our office 

on business last Tuesday informed us that Stimson’s hill in Highway 73 will be cut down this fall and 

making a straight road instead of the curve which is in evidence at the present time. Soundings have 

been taken and it has been found that the rock limestone nature, ranges from 16 to 20 feet below the 

surface. Mr. Eldred claims that seven to eight thousand yards of dirt will be removed and when the cut is 

completed any car if in fair working order, will be able to make the incline on high. … roads progress 

June 25, 1925 – American Legion Auxiliary holds first annual picnic. … entertainment 

June 25, 1925 – Otto M. Maulick, first member of Princeton Rod and Gun Club to die … sports 

June 25, 1925 – Piano tuning, musical instrument and sewing machine repairs. A.H. Luebke, Main Street, 

West Side. … business 



June 25, 1925 – Attorney Philip Lehner and family motored to Madison early Monday morning to attend 

the funeral of Senator LaFollette. Mr. Lehner was one of the honorary pallbearers. Senator LaFollette 

spoke in this city several years ago during his campaign for reelection and many people in this vicinity 

heard him at that time. Mr. Lehner was a close friend of the senator for many years and was 

instrumental in bringing him here for this speech. Several others from Princeton also attend funeral. … 

politics 

July 2, 1925 – Files of 1879. Gard Green is filling up his lot on Water Street and making improvements all 

along the line. … Indians pitched their tents north of town Saturday evening, making only a temporary 

stay. … A greenback meeting or two here is promised for this month.  

July 2, 1925 – In a deal consummated last Tuesday between J.A. Janson and A.F. Andrews, the latter 

takes over the photograph gallery of the former. Mr. Andrews has been located in Oshkosh and has 

been in the photo business for the past thirty years and has gained an excellent reputation because of 

his fine work. He takes immediate possession. … business 

July 2, 1925 – Throngs mourn La Follette. Funeral services for U.S. Senator Robert M. La Follette were 

held in the rotunda of the state Capitol at 1 p.m. today. . During the funeral hours, 1 to 3, business and 

industry in Madison ceased in order that all might do honor to Senator La Follette. The Capitol was 

closed that day. … Wisconsin paid impressive tribute to Bob La Follette as his body lay in state under the 

great vaulted dome of the Capital. Fully 50,000 persons filed through the Capitol yesterday in solemn 

procession to take a farewell look at the xxxx? … At the foot of the slate colored casket, the Stars and 

Stripes were draped. Hanging from the balcony above were two of the Wisconsin state flags with their 

colors of blue and gold. … Practically every community in the state, from the smallest hamlet to the 

largest city, was represented in the endless stream of humanity that swept past the casket. Prerson 

waited in line for almost an hour to obtain a glimpse of the body, and the entire Capitol square at times 

was surround with lines of persons awaiting admittance into the building. … Many of those who came 

had to wait an hour or even more under a blazing sun before they might reach the statehouse steps, but 

there was never a show of impatience. … President Coolidge sent the following message to Mrs. La 

Follette. Died June 18. List of his accomplishments. … politics 

July 9, 1925 – Files of 1879. Morse & Chittenden in new office in Williams block. … Otto Giese, the 

jeweler and taxidermist, first door west of Wm. J. Worm’s clothing house on Water Street. … Files of 

1880 – Gorske has moved his shoe shop to Corenke’s harness shop. … Through a terrible accident last 

Tuesday, June 29th, Wm. Lehman, residing east of this village, was run over by a gravel train and died 

that evening at nine o’clock at the American House where he had been taken after the accident. He was 

at the age of 20 years and had been employed as engine wiper and at the time of the accident was 

coming from home to be ready for work when the evening train came in. … business history 

July 9, 1925 – Annual school meeting. A record crowd was in attendance in fact so large was the crowd 

that the assembly room of the high school could not accommodate the audience and an adjournment 

was taken to the Opera House. Philip Lehner re-elected as director. It was reported that the school 

district is practically out of debt. … schools 

July 16, 1925 - Files of 1880 – A remnant of the Winnebagos pitched their wigwam north of the village of 

Tuesday last. … Carpenters are commencing to elevate the frame of Turner Hall. It is a commencement 

to fill up that gape made by the fire fiend. Who will make the next move in that direction. … We learn 



that Warnke Bros. will move their stock of goods into Fred Schendel’s building now occupied by him as a 

saloon.  … business history 

July 23, 1925 – Files of 1880. Another long building in the rear of Ponto’s saloon it is said will be used as 

a bowling alley. … New tin roof on Schendel’s new block. … G. Green is getting up the old elevator for 

use as office, store room, etc. … business history 

July 23, 1925 – Parties in and around Princeton who are growing string beans for the Picketts Cannery 

are meeting with splendid success. All claim a very large yield will be in evidence. … factory farm 

progress 

July 30, 1925 – Files of 1880. The photograph gallery just west of J.W. Worm’s tailoring establishment 

will be opened to the public next Monday. Mrs. C. Young is the artist.  … business history 

July 30, 1925 – On Tuesday evening the school board held a meeting for the purpose of electing a high 

school principal. There were twenty-four applications but director Philip Lehner had made a thorough 

examination of the candidates with the aid of the state department so that two men, Mr. N.H. Rudie, of 

Westby, and Mr. Edgar F. Lang, of Jefferson, were invited to appear before the board. The board also 

invited Messrs. G.V. Kelley, C.J. Kreilkamp, Oscar H. Lichtenberg and Dr. Shea to act as a committee with 

the board and assist in the selection of a principal. After the hearing the committee and board were 

practically unanimous that Mr. Rudie should be elected and the board promptly elected him. Mr. Rudie 

has had eight years’ experience as a principal. … schools 

July 30, 1925 – The Wisconsin State Canners Co., Picketts, who came here last spring and contracted for 

a number of acres of wax beans, have gathered in their product since July 20. Several days this week 

about 3,000 pounds of beans were delivered by the growers and were hauled from this city to Picketts 

where they are canned. Mr. J.W. Kohnke who does the receiving for the firm has his headquarters in the 

old store of G.J. Krueger, informs us that the crop can be picked up to the time when frost sets in. About 

twenty-five ladies are employed in this city who trim the ends from the pods when they are delivered at 

the local station. … factory farm progress 

July 30, 1925 – Claude Giese on last Sunday between the hours of six o’clock in the morning and eleven 

o’clock at night, enumerated each car which traveled at the corner of Highway 23 and 73. Mr. Giese kept 

track of 1,565 cars during that day. … roads progress 

July 30, 1925 – Tailor Gustav Youderian dies. … business 

Aug. 6, 1925 – Files of 1880. A club room has recently been established over Teske’s store. ,,, The 

Sheboygan & Fond du Lac Railroad will be sold under foreclosure of mortgage at Fond du Lac on the 3rd 

of April next.  …  

Aug. 6, 1925 – Deer in Wisconsin will have the rare opportunity of living unmolested this autumn, unless 

market hunters and other violators refuse to boy the new hunting regulations which provide for a closed 

season on the “white tails” every odd-numbered year. The law was passed in the last session of the 

Legislature, and the one-buck rule was readopted at the same time. Many sportsmen point to the new 

regulation as another example of the state’s progressiveness in deer regulation. … In 1926, a ten-day 

season will be opened. … Conservation authorities declare that the action was absolutely necessary in 

order to save the deer in this state. The animals have been disappearing rapidly, especially since the 



advent of the automobile. Last year, thousands of deer were brought back to the cities from the north 

woods. Such destruction would result in extinction of the deer so far as Wisconsin is concerned, if 

drastic regulations were not adopted, it is said. … sports 

Aug. 13, 1925 – Files of 1880 – Josiah Whittemore has commenced the foundation for a small building 

on the lot west of A.H. Myers; office. A new jewelry shop we understand. … At the school meeting held 

on Monday evening, there was a full attendance. The meeting voted to build a school house on the 

wests side, the site and the building complete not to exceed $700. … business history 

Aug. 13, 1925 – The receiving station for wax beans is one of the busiest establishments of the city. 

Beans are delivered here by the ton and J.W. Kohnke, manager, informed us that on last Saturday fifteen 

ton were taken in. Daily two large loads of the yellow beans are delivered to Picketts where they are 

canned. The green beans, which are of a little later variety, are beginning to come in in large quantities. 

The yellow beans also will last a number of weeks before the crop will be exhausted. The quality, we are 

informed, are superior to any raised in the state. About 25 women are employed at the local receiving 

station to cut the beans. … Aug. 20 – About thirty acres have been contracted for in this vicinity ad it is 

estimated that the income of the thirty acres will realize an income of about $15,000. … farm progress 

Aug 13, 1925 – H.A. Megow recently became the owner of the beautiful home of Herman Lambrecht on 

Water street. 

Aug. 13, 1925 – Dr. Elmer Giese, recent graduate of Marquette, goes to Juneau to be dentist. 

Aug. 20, 1925 – Files of 1880. Fred Dargatz is painting his block. … P. Regan has his force of men at work 

on the frame of Schendel’s new block. … Josiah Whittemore has the frame work nearly completed for 

the new jewelry shop for his son William. … A new flume has just been put in at the Princeton flouring 

mill. The Warren Bros. … The steamer Brooklyn on Tuesday brought up a load of excursionists from 

Omro and Berlin, said to number four hundred. It was nearly five o’clock p.m. when they tied up at the 

hold Hubbard dock. … business history 

Aug. 20, 1925 – Catholic school picnic proceeds total $2,647.55. … religion 

Aug. 20, 1925 – We are informed that Stimson’s hill, Highway 73, will be improved in the very near 

future and the former route, namely the curve of the hill, will be abandoned. The hill will be cut down to 

a considerable depth, twenty-five feet in places, and a straight road will be in evidence. When the cut is 

completed, any auto will be able to make the grade on high. The contract for making the improvement 

has been awarded to Tilden & Uftee of Menomonie for the price of $28,000. They were to begin 

operations the latter part of last week. ,,, roads progress 

Aug. 20, 1925 – Miss Florence Bartel came here from Fond du Lac Sunday and visited at her home. 

Aug. 20, 1925 – Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bartol and relatives of Cudahy autoed here last Sunday and attended 

the St. Johns Catholic school picnic, also were visitors with their many friends. They are visiting with 

relatives at Berlin, also with his brothers, John and Leo, of this vicinity. … bartel 

Aug. 20, 1925 – Edmund Nickodem employed by the Stevenson Co. Chicago. … bartel 

Aug. 27, 1925 – Files of 1880. Wm. Born selling sewing machines. … The Princeton band and the Turners 

marched to the depot on the arrival of the train last night to receive the speaker, Col. Wedeelstaedt, 



who assists today at the Turner Hall dedication. … Schendel has commenced veneering his building with 

brick. 

Aug. 27, 1925 – Gollmar Bros. circus here Tuesday. Gollmar Bros. circus who exhibited in this city last 

Tuesday drew a capacity crowd at their afternoon performance, in fact so large was the crowd that 

many had to be seated on the sod. At the evening performance about one half of their large tent was 

filled. … Nearly everyone who attended “and paid a big price of admission,” left the tent with disgust. 

One thing not advertised but strongly represented was a gambling device at which many left their loose 

change. Personally we have seen better shows at one-third the price of admission.” … entertainment 

Aug. 27, 1925 – Story about how county normal works. No tuition. Textbooks free except for book rent 

of $1 per quarter. Very good rooms and board may be obtained from four to six dollars a week. … 

schools 

Aug. 27, 1925- Dana Cottrell goes to Hortonville. Manager of the Wisconsin Telephone Company here 

for about seven years. Mr. Knutzen was transferred from Hortonville to this city. … improvement 

Aug. 27, 1925 – Oshkosh Business College ad. Grandpa Bartel? 

Aug. 27, 1925 – Kelley and Ostrander print reply to Lehner claim re: Fred A. Luedtke estate court battle: 

“If it were not for so many false assertions written by Mr. Lehner … this article would not appear in 

print. We dislike rehashing cases in the newspapers. A glance back through the Republic files will verify 

the fact that when Mr. Lehner wins he causes an article to be inserted in the paper, but when he loses, 

he doesn’t report the case to the editor.” … “The article was written at the suggestion of a number of 

heirs by the attorneys for the Luedtke estate. We will add that we prefer to be professional and would 

much prefer not to be obliged to toot our own horn when we win and will not do so if it were not for the 

persistent abuse of this rule by Mr. Lehner. We will discontinue the practice entirely if he reduces his 

violations of the rule.” … business libel 

Aug. 27, 1925 – D.W. Eggleston employed as nightwatch at Moore & Galloway lumber yards for past 

number of years in Fond du Lac. …  

Aug. 27, 1925 – The Rev. C. J. Lehwald transferred from Neshkoro. The Rev. John Seitz appointed pastor 

of St. James, Neshkoro, and its mission, St. Patrick’s, Princeton. …catholic  religion 

Aug. 27, 1925 – M.H. Rude motored here last Tuesday from Westby to take up his duties as principal of 

the local high school. … schools 

Aug. 27, 1925 – For the next two months I will make free demonstrations with a Fordson tractor for 

plowing, silo filling, clover hulling and shredding to any interested person. E.H. Priebe. … business farm 

progress 

Sept. 3, 1925 – Files of 1880. The Turners will dedicate their hall next Wednesday and Thursday. There 

will be music, processions, speeches, etc.  … Richard Mueller is mastering the Winnebago dialect. … G. 

Green furnished the lumber for the new school house. 

Sept. 3, 1925 – Over 1,000 are reported to have attended the meeting of the Ku Klux Klan held at 9 

o’clock Friday night in Stellmacher field, northeast of this city on the Ripon-Oshkosh road. A fiery cross 

said to have been nearly 20 feet high was burned. – Ripon Press. … crime 



Sept. 3, 1925 – Pleasant Point hotel in Green Lake burns. … fire 

Sept. 3, 1925 – Harry Nickodem works at south side restaurant in Milwaukee.  

Sept. 10, 1925 – Files of 1880.  

Sept. 17, 1925 – files of 1880.  

Sept. 17, 1925 – Work has begun on Highway 73 and the Stimson hill last Monday morning by a crew of 

men that came here last Saturday and a number of hands of this city. The large caterpillar dredge which 

was shipped here was taken to its destiny last Sunday and is doing wonderful work in the way of digging 

and in hurrying the work to completion. They started their work at the Jezeske place and the hollows of 

the road at that point and at the Lueck place are being filled in and when completed the road bed will be 

a level stretch from the place of beginning to the hill. The contract was awarded to Tilden & Uftee of 

Menomonie for the sum of $27,500 but was sub let to Halver Johnson of Stoughton. It is estimated that 

the road and cutting of the hill will be completed about Dec. 1. … roads progress 

Sept. 17, 1925 – Vic Drill leaves for Milwaukee to enter Marquette University. 

Sept. 17, 1925 – Sherwood Forest hotel burned 12 years ago. … history 

Sept. 24, 1925 – Files of 1880.  

Sept. 24, 1925 – The Halvor Johnson construction crew began their work on Stimson hill, Highway 73, 

last Monday and a considerable amount of dirt has been taken from the south end and hauled to the 

foot of the hill for filling. The company has eight teams on the job and the loading is done with their 

large dredge. The road through the hill, we are told, will be about 90 feet in width at several points. The 

hollows at the Jezeski and the Lueck places have been leveled and are nearly ready for surfacing. Thus 

far the work has been going on at rapid rate, but when they begin to strike the rock, considerable 

difficulty will be experienced and the work will progress at a slower rate. … roads progress 

Sept. 24, 1925 – Joe Nickodem employed at Chicago post office. … bartel 

Sept. 24, 1925 – H.A. Megow purchases Overland car through the Wm. A. Grahn agency. … business 

Oct. 1, 1925 – Files of 1880. Yesterday morning ground was broken for a new building being erected by 

the Teske Bros. just west of Fisher’s restaurant. … Capt. Hubbard has raised his steamboat. … J.W. Worm 

has workmen laying the foundation for a new building to be erected just west of his merchant tailoring 

establishment. The lower room will be occupied by Otto Giese. A second story will be fitted up in good 

shape for a photo gallery, and also rooms for a family. An artist from Mazomanie, west of Madison, a 

relative of Mr. Giese, will occupy the upper rooms. … business history 

Oct. 1, 1925 – La Follette Jr. easily wins special U.S. Senate election in city, towns and county. … politics 

Oct. 1, 1925 – Mr. Andrews, photographer, who has recently acquired the ownership of the J.A. Janson 

photograph building and took possession a number of weeks ago, has sold the building to Stanish Lese 

last Monday. Mr. Andrews retained the photograph outfit and will remain in the building and follow the 

business. … business 

Oct. 8, 1925 – Files of 1880 



Oct. 15, 1925 - WW Whittemore obit.  

Oct. 15, 1925 - Files of 1880 – The Turners lay the corner stone for the new hall today, May 27, 1880. … 

Gard Green is moving the old elevator and warehouse from the river front to the street, next to 

McCormick’s shoe shop, where it is to be finished up for a store and business room of some kind. … 

business history 

Oct. 15, 1925 – For the first time since the new football stadium was constructed at the UW all the seats 

have been sold for a game. More than 33,000 tickets have been bought for the Homecoming Michigan 

game on Oct 17. … The governors of Michigan and Wisconsin and the presidents of the two state 

universities will attend the game. Interest in the game is also high because the game represents a 

contest between George Little, new Wisconsin coach, and his former chief, “Hurry Up” Yost, Michigan 

mentor…. sports 

Oct. 15, 1925 – On Monday, Oct. 19, 1925, the old Cheese Factory will be open for business. G.H. 

Jenkins, proprietor … factory 

Oct. 15, 1925 – Headline: Six years is the right school age. Schools without kindergarten are no place for 

children under that age. … “There are a few students in the primary room of the Princeton Grades 

school that are only five years old. These youngsters are too young and immature to do the work of a 

regular first-grader. … The result is that they will be weak students during all their school days. … Board 

and principal ask all parents who have children under six years of age in the public schools to give this 

matter careful consideration.  … schools 

Oct. 15, 1925 – Last week Wednesday afternoon, prohibition officers visited this city and made a raid 

upon the several saloons. The first place was that of F.C. Breivogel, where a bottle supposed to contain 

illicit liquor was obtained from the bartender. The place of Emil Klawitter was also called upon and 

evidence obtained. In the place of Mr. Stubbe a bottle of liquor was found, and we are informed that 

Mr. Stubbe pled guilty and a fine of $250 was imposed. The Klawitter and Breivogel cases thus far have 

not been settled. Other places were visited but no evidence was obtained. … crime prohibition 

Oct. 15, 1925 – Last Friday evening, the PHS sophomores arranged for the freshmen class at the high 

school an initiation party. The story of the “Three Bears” was produced by several of the freshmen, 

while others dances, proposed to their classmates, spoke rhymes and fed bananas to the blindfolded. 

After a decision had been rendered that all had passed the ordeal in a satisfactory manner, the 

freshmen were invited to the economics room where the sophomores served a luscious luncheon. … 

schools 

Oct. 15, 1925 – Green Lake gets its first new fire engine. 

Oct. 15, 1925 – Peter Swiderski, who is employed with the road crew on Stimson’s hill, was badly injured 

last Monday. He was driving one of the teams and in making the decline his wagon tipped over and 

being tangled in the lines was dragged a distance by the team of horses, which resulted in having his 

shoulder injured. … roads progress 

Oct. 15, 1925 – G.H. Jenkins, the new proprietor of the cheese factory, has of late been engaged in 

making extensive improvements and has so far completed his work as to be ready for operations on 

Monday, October 19. Mr. Jenkins, who has just recently taken over the ownership of the factory, has 



had many years experience in the game of cheese making and comes to our city very highly 

recommended as a man of square dealings and to be relied upon. He is a former resident of Rosendale. 

… factory 

Oct. 15, 1925- Wisconsin Telephone Co., H. E. Knutzen manager. …. Improvement 

Oct. 22, 1925 – Files of 1880. Wm. Born has sold twenty sewing machines within two weeks. … Teske 

Bros. commenced vacating their east store room and have moved their harness and shoe shop to their 

new rooms four doors west. (schendel or drug store???) The Mueller Bros. will probably take the initial 

steps toward moving their stock of drugs into the Teske block this week. … The news comes to us this 

morning that the levee at Portage, and also at Big Slough, are broken by the flood, and that the waters 

of the Wisconsin river are pouring through into the Fox river at a fearful rate. The people of the Fox 

River valley may look for high water. Much damage is feared to the growing grass crop. Should the 

Montello dam break, as it is feared it may, higher water than for many years may be expected. … 

business history 

Oct. 22, 1925 – The executive committee of the Princeton Advancement Association held a meeting at 7 

p.m. last Monday to hear a report of a special committee on the Community Fair. The special committee 

investigated the feasibility of holding a community fair in connection with the annual school fair held at 

the high school. … The executive committee endorsed the plan … but decided the time was too short to 

put it on this fall. … The executive committee decided this proposition should be brought before the 

membership of the association and that such event be planned for net fall in September or early 

October. … business 

Oct. 22, 1925 – Not long ago officials of the prohibition movement offered a prize for the best name to 

designate a bootlegger. Someone coined the word “scofflaw” and won the prize. Following it up, those 

who advocate the sale of intoxicants sought a new word, one to match scofflaw and that could be 

applied to dry adherents. They finally adopted the words “spigot-bigot.” … crime prohibition 

Oct. 29, 1925 – Files of 1880. The Fox River at Governor’s Bend near Portage reached over nine feet 

above the low water mark. … The latest boom in beer. It is said that the article is to be advanced $1 per 

barrel in the near future. 

Oct. 29, 1925 – Men’s suits totaling 50 in number were taken from the Summerfeldt & Manthey gents 

furnishing store Thursday morning of last week by a party of yeggs who gained entrance by breaking the 

glass of a rear door and opening the night latch from the inside. The gang who did the looting consisted 

of two men as was evidenced by traces found in the morning. About $75 in cash was taken from the safe 

and the cash registered tampered with, but no cash had been left in this, it had been deposited in the 

safe the previous evening. A sum of money, about $100, had been placed in another compartment of 

the safe, but this was overlooked by the burglars. The burglars had parked their car in the vicinity of the 

brewery and it is estimated that that several trips were made by the two men to carry away the loot. 

When making their last trip they evidently were frightened by an automobile passing by with hunters 

who were on their way to the lake, and a bundle of 37 suits was left behind and found in the morning 

near the riverbank. Mr. Marquardt, who lives near the banks of the river, says that he had heard 

footsteps near his residence at about four o’clock in the morning; also that he had heard the running of 

the car, but it of being no unusual occurrence, paid no further attention. The same gang tried to make 

off with a Ford car belonging to E.H. Priebe which was parked at his residence opposite the high school, 



but after pushing it a distance of about one block, abandoned the car because of being unable to start it. 

The car was found near the brewery in the center of the street the following morning. The loss sustained 

by these two young businessmen is estimated at about $2,000. Later – Coat hangers, ties and belts 

taken by the burglars who looted the Sommerfeldt and Manthey store were found by school children 

beneath a culvert on County Trunk H leading to Marquette. … crime 

Oct. 29, 1925 – First birthday of Catherine Jean, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oro Maulick and 

granddaughter of Mrs. Eugene Thomas. Four generations of both sides represented. … bartel 

Oct. 29, 1925 – Cecil B. De Mille’s Greatest Paramount Picture “The Ten Commandments” showing at 

the Opera House. Adults 50 cents, children 25 cents. … entertainment 

Nov. 5, 1925 – Files of 1880. Prof. Voss, a recent teacher in the German Lutheran College at Watertown, 

conducting German school here. 

Nov. 5, 1925 – Kelley and Ostrander move office from over the Fishkin store to the Farmers-Merchants 

National Bank building. … business 

Nov. 12, 1925 – Files of 1880. F.T. Yahr was in the market last week buying threshing machines. … Chris 

Hunold talks of moving his barber shop a little further west, to the old Eggleston stand. … W.J. Frank 

opened up a new stock of groceries in the east room of Crane’s building last Saturday. … Megow, since 

purchasing the Eggleston building, is having the same thoroughly fixed over with a new front and other 

improvements that will make the old building look almost new. … business history 

Nov. 12, 1925 - Philip Lehner and Herman Hark have purchased as their new Holstein herd sire the fine 

show bull Piebe Ormsby Homestead Boy that won third place at the Wisconsin State Fair. … fam 

progress 

Nov. 19, 1925 – Files of 1881. Indian Hinocker was in Princeton a few days ago to learn the price of fox 

scalps. … G. Green displays a fine lot of farm machinery on a new platform erected west of Chittenden & 

Morse’s office. … F.L Perry, dentist from Waupun, will locate in Princeton in two weeks. He will occupy 

rooms in Schendel’s building.  

Nov. 19, 1925 – Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bartel and son Harold went to Berlin Sunday. Tommy Bartel, the son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bartel, who was taken to St. Agnes hospital, Fond du Lac, returned Saturday. 

Nov. 26, 1925 – Files of 1881. Big raft of logs coming through Princeton. Good description. … On Sunday, 

July 3, 1881, President Garfield was assassinated by Charles J. Guiteau. … Otto Giese has moved his stock 

of jewelry into Megow’s building. … H.H. Harmon re-elected school treasurer. … Catholic parsonage, just 

east of the Catholic church, is now well under way. … business history 

Dec. 3, 1925 – Files of 1881. Diptheria in Wisconsin the last year caused 1,780 deaths and scarlet fever 

390. 

Dec. 3, 1925 – The officers and directors of The Farmers-Merchants National Bank, this city, believing 

that their bank should be immune from a successful burglary attack, have installed the most modern 

form of burglary protection. The system consists of a mechanical and chemical resistance which will 

combat the burglars with their acetylene torch or any other method of burglarious attack. … The system 



was installed by the Anakin Lock and Alarm Company of Chicago, Illinois, who have already prevented 

108 bank burglaries. … business 

Dec. 10, 1925 – Files of 1881. Four dredges are at work on Fox River in sight of Princeton, two just below 

town and two toward the lock. … There has been too much drunkenness on Sunday recently and the 

wrong is to be abated. The saloons will not be opened hereafter on Sunday. All have agreed to remain 

closed and if anyone breaks over the law and the agreement, prosecutions are to follow. 

Dec. 10, 1925 – Francis E. Kelly dies during operation for goiter due to weak heart. Principal here for two 

years. Brothers are Geo. V. Kelley and attorney J.L. Kelley. … schools 

Dec. 10, 1925 – The 1,000 acre estate of the late Victor F. Lawson, publisher of The Chicago Daily News, 

on the shores of Green Lake, is to become one of the most exclusive summer resort properties in the 

middle west. Such is the plan of H,O. Stone & Co., Chicago, who has acquired title to the publisher’s 

estate for a consideration to be about $500,000. Henry F. Norcott, president of Stone & Co., discussed 

proposed plans for the summer colony Saturday and although they are still nebulous, an outline of what 

the stone Co. plans can be given. “the colony will be exclusive,” said Mr. Stone, “and by that I mean that 

it will not necessarily be limited to those of immense wealth, but open to those who have been unable 

to obtain such a suitable site before After the necessary ground for a hotel and the enlargement of the 

present golf course from nine to 18 holes, the remainder of the property will be subdivided into summer 

home sites. Individual tracts will be 1, 2 and 3 acres in extent, according to the desire of the purchaser. 

The 17 miles of concrete pavement that wind through the estate will be paralleled by bridle paths.” … It 

is planned to have no buildings costing less than $7,000 or $8,000 each don the premises. – Milwaukee 

Journal … lawsonia 

Dec. 10, 1925 – The second liquidating dividend of 10 percent has been declared by Erich Mueller, FC 

Krueger and Fred J. Spooner, trustees of the insolvent First National Bank of Princeton. Creditors must 

present participating certificates to receive the dividend. … business 

Dec. 17, 1925 – Files of 1881. Gard Green has disposed of sewing machine business to Born and Pooch. 

Dec. 24, 1925 – Files of 1881. W.F. Corenke has moved his harness shop to the room just east of the post 

office. … business history 

Dec. 24, 1925 – A.L. Wishlinski is supervisor of schools. …. schools 

Dec. 31, 1925 – Files of 1881. FT Yahr becomes sole proprietor of the bank. … business history 

Dec. 31, 1925 – Dr. W.H. Fortner left for Indianapolis last Monday. … business 

NOTES 1926-1929 

1926 

Jan. 7, 1926 – Files of 1881: Chet Warren – miller. Si. Eggleston proposes to go out of the mercantile 

business for the present, having sold his building to H.E. Megow. … business History 

Jan. 7, 1926 – Eugene Thomas, of Menomonie, Michigan, spent Saturday and Sunday with his wife and 

his daughter, Mrs. Orlo Maulick and family. Bartel 

Jan. 7, 1926 – Long story from Milwaukee Journal on the Lawson estate. Lawsonia. Business depression 



Jan. 14, 1926 – Files of 1881 – William Whittemore is annexing another building to his jewelry store, 

which is to serve as a dwelling for his family. … business History …  

Jan. 14, 1926 – Princeton State Bank annual meeting. Jan. 12. The report of the yearly business 

transacted was submitted by their cashier F.C. Krueger and it was shown that the bank had enjoyed the 

most successful year since its inception. The old board of directors were re-elected. A semi-annual 

dividend was declared.’ … business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Mention made in last two issues about stocking pheasants.  sports 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank annual meeting. Cashier H.A. Miller. The just recently 

organized institution had enjoyed a spending business during the year just closed. Officers elected: H.O. 

Giese, president; Adolph Prachel, vice president; H.A. Miller, cashier. … business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – New meat market operated by John B. Zodrow in Hennig’s building. A complete line of 

choicest meats, sausages, etc. business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – The Fire Department was out last Monday evening and flooded the ice on the river so as 

to make skating available for the youngsters. … entertainment 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Last week Saturday Emil Klawitter, F.C. Breivogel accompanied by Stanish Lese, Joe 

McGee and Joe Kollat, motored to Fond du Lac where Mr. Breivogel appeared before Judge Chester A. 

Fowler on the charge of violating the prohibition act. We are informed he plead guilty and paid a fine of 

$300 with cost. Mr. Klawitter will stand trial on same charge at the next term of Circuit Court convening 

at Green Lake on Monday, June 18. … Crime politics prohibition 

Jan. 14, 1926 – The Princeton Rod & Gun Club is at this time arranging to secure pheasants and eggs this 

spring for stocking purposes. … Pheasant raising is no longer an experiment but a fact as shown in 

various parts of our own state, and the club has offeres from several farmers, who are anxious to help in 

the stocking of pheasants. … Investigations will show, and it has been proven, that pheasants are of 

untold value to the farmer. They are the greatest bug destroyer and will thrive in this country, and 

withstand the winters, and multiply rapidly. … sports 

Jan. 21, 1926 -  Files of 1881. Herman Warnke took possession of August Ponto’s saloon last Monday, 

having rented the establishment for a year. … business history 

Jan. 21, 1926 – In a deal recently transacted between Ferdinand Wuerch and Alfred Sommerfeldt, the 

latter became the owner of the former’s ice house located on Farmer Street. Mr. Sommerfeldt intends 

to cut the ice in the near future and will hereafter provide Princeton with ice….  business 

Jan. 21, 1926 – The board of directors of the Princeton Rod & Gun Club at a meeting held Saturday  

upoevening authorized to purchase fourteen pair of ring-neck pheasants to be liberated in this 

community. Pheasants will be on exhibit at Priebe’s Garage and in Wachholz’s store. E.H. Priebe and 

R.G. Wachholz, this city, and Carl Maulick, of Toledo, Ohio, have each donated one pair of pheasants. 

sports 

Jan. 21, 1926 – City receives check for $377 from state highway fund for building or upkeep of streets 

within city connecting with state highways. Wisconsin is said to be the only state in the union now giving 

state aid for municipal road building. improvement 



Jan. 28, 1926 – Files of 1881 – Elmer Morse has purchased the Maulick property and leased it to Julius 

Hennig for four years. Henning proposes to put in some expense in the inside and run a billiard table in 

connection with the saloon business.  …  The bill to authorize the village of Princeton to purchase an 

interest in the canal or mill race, with a view of improving the same, with which our readers are familiar, 

was killed in the assembly a week ago yesterday. Business history 

Jan. 28, 1926 – The two (Circuit Court) cases against Kollat and Klawitter for violation of the prohibition 

act were certified to the Supreme Court upon the August term of the Supreme court. Crime, prohibition 

Feb. 4, 1926 – Old time dance at the Opera House was a very pleasant affair. 12-member band; same 

musicians as last year. Dr Howard Mertz has again been chosen director. County clerk G.A. Weinkaupf 

“has the honor of manipulating the baritone. All who heard him at this occasion voiced many words of 

praise for the high quality tone he produces and the ease in which he handles that difficult instrument.” 

… entertainment 

Feb. 4, 1926 – Files of 1881 – 

Feb. 4, 1926 – Next Sunday, Feb. 7, at the Community church, a special sermon on Boy scouts will be 

given. The offering will help finance the troop of Boy Scouts of Princeton just organized. Clubs 

entertainment. 

 Feb. 4, 1926 – Norbert Klawitter has vacated his old stand and is now occupying the Hugo Kelm 

building. … business 

Feb. 4 1926 – F.C. Breivogel vacated the Mrs. C.J. Haas building last Tuesday and has gone out of 

business. Mr. Breivogel informs us that he will erect a filling station this coming spring on the Adamski 

property, directly north of the cheese factory on Highway 23. … business 

Feb. 11, 1926 –  

NOTES 1926-1929 

1926 

Jan. 7, 1926 – Files of 1881: Chet Warren – miller. Si. Eggleston proposes to go out of the mercantile 

business for the present, having sold his building to H.E. Megow. Business history 

Jan. 7, 1926 – Eugene Thomas, of Menomonie, Michigan, spent Saturday and Sunday with his wife and 

his daughter, Mrs. Orlo Maulick and family. Bartel 

Jan. 7, 1926 – Long story from Milwaukee Journal on the Lawson estate. Lawsonia. business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Files of 1881 – William Whittemore is annexing another building to his jewelry store, 

which is to serve as a dwelling for his family. history 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Princeton State Bank annual meeting. Jan. 12. The report of the yearly business 

transacted was submitted by their cashier F.C. Krueger and it was shown that the banj had enjoyed the 

most successful year since its inception. The old board of directors were re-elected. A semi-annual 

dividend was declared.’ business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Mention made in last two issues about stocking pheasants.  sports 



Jan. 14, 1926 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank annual meeting. Cashier H.A. Miller. The just recently 

organized institution had enjoyed a spending business during the year just closed. Officers elected: H.O. 

Giese, president; Adolph Prachel, vice president; H.A. Miller, cashier. business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – New meat market operated by John B. Zodrow in Hennig’s building. A complete line of 

choicest meats, sausages, etc. business 

Jan. 14, 1926 – The Fire Department was out last Monday evening and flooded the ice on the river so as 

to make skating available for the youngsters. 

Jan. 14, 1926 – Last week Saturday Emil Klawitter, F.C. Breivogel accompanied by Stanish Lese, Joe 

McGee and Joe Kollat, motored to Fond du Lac where Mr. Breivogel appeared before Judge Chester A. 

Fowler on the charge of violating the prohibition act. We are informed he plead guilty and paid a fine of 

$300 with cost. Mr. Klawitter will stand trial on same charge at the next term of Circuit Court convening 

at Green Lake on Monday, June 18. Crime politics prohibition 

Jan. 14, 1926 – The Princeton Rod & Gun Club is at this time arranging to secure pheasants and eggs this 

spring for stocking purposes. … Pheasant raising is no longer an experiment but a fact as shown in 

various parts of our own state, and the club has offeres from several farmers, who are anxious to help in 

the stocking of pheasants. … Investigations will show, and it has been proven, that pheasants are of 

untold value to the farmer. They are the greatest bug destroyer and will thrive in this country, and 

withstand the winters, and multiply rapidly. sports 

Jan. 21, 1926 -  Files of 1881. Herman Warnke took possession of August Ponto’s saloon last Monday, 

having rented the establishment for a year. History 

Jan. 21, 1926 – In a deal recently transacted between Ferdinand Wuerch and Alfred Sommerfeldt, the 

latter became the owner of the former’s ice house located on Farmer Street. Mr. Sommerfeldt intends 

to cut the ice in the near future and will hereafter provide Princeton with ice. business 

Jan. 21, 1926 – The board of directors of the Princeton Rod & Gun Club at a meeting held Saturday  

upoevening authorized to purchase fourteen pair of ring-neck pheasants to be liberated in this 

community. Pheasants will be on exhibit at Priebe’s Garage and in Wachholz’s store. E.H. Priebe and 

R.G. Wachholz, this city, and Carl Maulick, of Toledo, Ohio, have each donated one pair of pheasants. 

sports 

Jan. 21, 1926 – City receives check for $377 from state highway fund for building or upkeep of streets 

within city connecting with state highways. Wisconsin is said to be the only state in the union now giving 

state aid for municipal road building. improvement 

Jan. 28, 1926 – Files of 1881 – Elmer Morse has purchased the Maulick property and leased it to Julius 

Hennig for four years. Henning proposes to put in some expense in the inside and run a billiard table in 

connection with the saloon business.  …  The bill to authorize the village of Princeton to purchase an 

interest in the canal or mill race, with a view of improving the same, with which our readers are familiar, 

was killed in the assembly a week ago yesterday. history 

Jan. 28, 1926 – The two (Circuit Court) cases against Kollat and Klawitter for violation of the prohibition 

act were certified to the Supreme Court upon the August term of the Supreme court. Crime, prohibition 



Feb. 4, 1926 – Old time dance at the Opera House was a very pleasant affair. 12-member band; same 

musicians as last year. Dr Howard Mertz has again been chosen director. County clerk G.A. Weinkaupf 

“has the honor of manipulating the baritone. All who heard him at this occasion voiced many words of 

praise for the high-quality tone he produces and the ease in which he handles that difficult instrument.” 

entertainment 

Feb. 4, 1926 – Files of 1881 – 

Feb. 4, 1926 – Next Sunday, Feb. 7, at the Community church, a special sermon on Boy scouts will be 

given. The offering will help finance the troop of Boy Scouts of Princeton just organized. Clubs 

entertainment. 

 Feb. 4, 1926 – Norbert Klawitter has vacated his old stand and is now occupying the Hugo Kelm 

building. business 

Feb. 4, 1926 – F.C. Breivogel vacated the Mrs. C.J. Haas building last Tuesday and has gone out of 

business. Mr. Breivogel informs us that he will erect a filling station this coming spring on the Adamski 

property, directly north of the cheese factory on Highway 23. business 

Feb. 11, 1926 – Files of 1881 

Feb. 11, 1926 – The new University of Wisconsin field house will be located at the corner of Breese 

Terrace and University Avenue. sports 

Feb. 18, 1926 – Files of 1881 – D.M. Green is about closing the purchase of the other half of the 

Princeton flouring mill.  history 

Feb. 18 1926 – More than 135 coaches of high school and normal school athletics in Wisconsin came to 

the state university last week to attend the first “coaching clinic” ever held in this country. The 

University of Wisconsin coaches lectured during the day to various groups and gave out a set of notes on 

coaching which contained 75 pages. sports 

Feb. 18, 1926 – John Stelmacheske, who for the past year conducted a grocery business on the west 

side, left for Marquette with his stock of goods the latter part of last week. business 

Feb. 18, 1926 – Theresa Novak, who is teaching school near Ripon, was an arrival last Saturday noon and 

spent Sunday with her parents. bartel 

Feb. 25, 1926 – Files of 1882 – Gard Green is building an elevator or something of that sort on his 

residence. … Clark Bros. have rented the store room in Thiel’s block and will put in a stock of dry goods 

as soon as the place is repainted. business history 

Feb. 25, 1926 – More than four hundred attend Farmers Institute at Princeton Feb. 16 and 17. Also A.S. 

Peterson, instructor of vocational agriculture at Princeton High School, will hold an evening class for 

farmers (only charge is for books used) once a week for ten weeks. Will cover farm accounting and 

record keeping. Farm progress 

March 4, 1926 – Files of 1882 – DM Green has leased his grist mill to August Clewein for five years. 

Business history 



March 4, 1926 – The motor driven fire truck recently purchased from the Waterous Fire Engine Works of 

St. Paul, arrived here on Friday, Feb. 19, and was given its test on last Wednesday afternoon. Mr. 

Wilkinson of the State Fire Underwriters Bureau conducted the test of more than three hours duration 

and according to his statements the apparatus accomplished all the requirements of the stat. The 

chassis is of the REO six-cylinder type, 50 horse power, electric starting and lighting standard equipment. 

The hose body is of steel with a capacity of 1,000 feet of 2.5-inch fire hose. The pump is the Waterous 

Rotary Impellor type, enabling pumping against a pressure as high as 250 pounds per square inch. In 

other words, the pump is guaranteed to pump 400 gallons of water per minute against 120 pounds net 

pump pressure; 200 gallons of water per minute 200 pounds net pump pressure; and 135 gallons per 

minute against 250 net pump pressure. The body and running gear is of the regulation fire department 

red. Lettering, “Princeton Fire Department,” is in gold leaf. The Princeton Fire Department is now 

equipped with the six-cylinder Reo pumping outift, motor driven chemical truck, motor driven hose 

truck, Waterous gasoline power pumping outfit, and a hook and ladder wagon. Mr. Wilkinson of the 

State Underwriters bureau met with the city council on Wednesday evening of last week an expressed 

himself as well pleased with the fire fighting apparatus the city now owns and predicts for Princeton a 

reduction in the insurance rates providing the council, in the near future, complies  with a great number 

of suggestions which he made relative fire alarm system, water tanks to be of not less than 25,000-

gallon capacity and the passing of a fire limit ordinance. Fire improvement 

March 4, 1926 – George H.E. Megow dies. Son of Justice H.E. Megow. His sister Luella and he were first 

to sign up for organization of high school in 1901. 

March 11, 1926 – Files of 1882 – Chittenden & Morse have moved their office into the Crane block, the 

room vacated by W.J. Frank as a grocery. … The Schuetzen Verein filed articles of association at Madison 

on the 3rd inst.  

March 11, 1926 – Last Monday noon the Princeton Rod & Gun Club received their shipment of 12 pair 

ring-neck pheasants and were distributed among the several parties who took them to their homes and 

will care for them until the snow has melted away and will then liberate them at their farms. The 

pheasants, although shipped a long distance, came in a good condition. They are a beautiful specie of 

bird and it is hoped they will not be molested by greedy hunters who happen to meet these birds. 

Pheasants are protected by the state and anyone caught molesting these birds is subject to a heavy fine. 

Following are the parties to whom the pheasants were designed and who are going to take the very best 

care: A.G. Oelke, John Kasierski, George Sauberbreit, Albert Dumdey, Erich Lundberg, Gustav Kelm, Fred 

Knaack, John Kaatz, Otto Zanto and John Wegner (three pair). Plus E.H. Priebe and R.G. Wachholz. 

Sports. 

March 11, 1926 – Financial reports of Wisconsin Power & Light Company and Princeton Electric Light 

Department. improvement 

March 18, 1926 – Files of 1882 – Richard Mueller candidate for county treasurer. … Will Whittemore will 

soon move his stock of jewelry into the Thiel block.  Thousands of bushels of beans are being marketed 

at this point daily. Ote Warren starts to purchase a stock of goods soon and will, in a few days, have the 

vacant room in Thiel’s block filled with merchandise.  history 



March 18, 1926 – Advancement Association discussed providing a comfort station. It was suggested that 

probably the owners of the Deep Rock filing station could be induced to provide for a comfort station at 

their plant. Improvement business 

March 18, 1926 – Last week a representative of a large and well-known canning concern visited in the 

city with the view of establishing a string bean factory, providing conditions are favorable. The party left 

here last Monday afternoon but promised his return in a very few days and resume his efforts in 

securing further contracts for growing the vegetable. About 80 acres is what he asks for. Let’s hope that 

farmers will see fit to subscribe for the full quota of acres and make a canning factory possible for 

Princeton. It is stated that tomatoes and corn may also be canned in connection with the beans. 

Business factory 

March 18, 1926 – Schmidt Chick Hatchery, Princeton. Where? business 

March 25, 1926 – Files of 1882 – A more beautiful location could not have been selected for the German 

school house on the west side of the river. The building is being erected on the old Flint Park grounds, 

near the mill. Julius F. Hennig is moving off the small building next to the post office and will at once 

erect a two-story building to be used, as we hear, for a meat market. history 

March 25, 1926 – Morse Dairy Farm raises price of milk to 10 cents per quarter for delivery. 

March 25, 1926 – Andrew Schultz advertising building for restaurant, bakery or some other nature of 

business in good business section of city, opposite Opera House. Arranged for dwelling on second floor. 

March 25, 1926 – Amory A. Miller of the Miller Studio, Fond du Lac, has made arrangements for a 

branch office. He has gained possession of the gallery vacated by J.A. Janson and owned by Stanish Lese. 

Will be open Wed. and Saturday. 

April 1, 1926 – Files of 1882 – The school has decided not to have any school on the west side this year.  

April 1, 1926 – Local winners for oratorical contest are Clayton Miller, first, Kenneth Roberts, second. 

Declamatory – Doris Lehner, first, Alice Zuelke, second. They will compete April 8 in league contest 

(Ripon and Waupun) in Princeton.  …  

April 1, 1926 – Update on survey of Lawson estate, which is to be cut up into lots and sold to private 

individuals. It is expected the survey will yield between 500 and 600 lots. Tentative plans of the 

Lawsonia corporation also include the building of a modern summer resort hotel and the enlargement of 

the golf grounds to an eighteen-hole course.  

April 8, 1926 – Files of 1882 -  

April 8, 1926 – Gottlieb J. Krueger dies. Was partner with Erich Mueller for several years in mercantile 

business. Later sole owner. bartel 

April 8, 1926 – Profile of young Bob LaFollette and comparisons with his father. Politics 

April 8, 1926 – Mrs. H.E. Krueger, we believe, has the distinction of being the first party in this city to 

receive a letter via air mail. It was addressed to her by her brother, Postmaster Otto E. Behm, Deep 

Creek, Washington. The letter left the above named city on April 3 and was in the hands of Mrs. Krueger 

on the morning of April 5. Improvement 



April 8, 1926 – Wednesday and Thursday, April 14-15. Opera House: Lon Chaney in “The Phantom of the 

Opera,” bill as “The biggest most weird, stupendous picture ever shown in Princeton.” 

April 15, 1926 – Files of 1882 – Herman Warnke has purchased the Dargatz block and on May 1st moved 

in. Herman will run a saloon. … H.H. Harmon is moving into his new store room.  … August Ponto again 

opened the saloon business in his own fine building. … Mrs. Dargatz and family have moved into the 

rooms of the Republic building. … F.T. Yahr’s blacksmith shop and corner store building were raised 

yesterday, March 8, 1882. … M. Manthey and son Henry will open a new store in the room where 

August Gorske’s shoe store is. Gorske is to go into the room Mr. Manthey now occupies. … 

businesshistory 

April 15, 1926 – League oratorical and declamatory contest held Thursday at Opera House. Only Ripon 

and Princeton. Doris Lehner, of Princeton, first in declamatory, Clayton Miller, of Princeton, first in 

oratorical contest. Subdistrict at Omro next Friday. … Doris Lehner third and Clatyon Miller second. 

School 

April 15, 1926 – Walter J. Kiesow, of Readfield, bought the Princeton cheese factory and took possession 

today. Mr. Kiesow comes well recommended as an expert cheese maker of many years’ experience. 

Business factory 

April 15, 1926 – Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ladwig have acquired the room of C.L. Schendel formerly used for his 

jewelry store and will conduct a restaurant and ice cream parlor beginning on May 1st. business 

April 22, 1926 – Annual meeting of the Woman’s Progressive Club. “The club dates its organization to 

one year ago and splendid progress has been made during that time. … Last year considerable of their 

time as well as funds was devoted toward the improvement of the city park, and, as we are informed, it 

is their intention to carry on the park improvement. improvement 

April 22, 1926 – Files of 1882. H Mielke has opened a blacksmith shop near the livery stable.  … Jule 

Hennig buys the property of D. Demell just east of the latter’s brick block, which has recently been 

occupied by Emil Lemke, who has taken a position in the store of W.F. Luedtke.  Business history 

April 29, 1926 – Julius Schalow, who has acquired ownership of a lot from the C&CW Ry Co., is busily 

engaged in making preparations for the erection of a filling station. The lot they have gained possession 

of is located directly west of the J. S. Pahl estate on Water Street. The owner informs us that the building 

will be of a late design with all the modern conveniences, and in addition a comfort station will be 

provided in the structure. The surrounding will be arranged with a considerable filling, trees and 

shrubbery will be planted, and when all is completed it will represent one of the beauty spots in the city. 

… May 13 – Julius Schalow is busily engaged in filling the grounds for his filling station at the intersection 

of Water and Main sts. … May 27 – Julius Schalow has the cement foundation completed for his filling 

station near the Fox River bridge and is now engaged in putting up the cement block walls. July 8 – The 

new filling station, located where Water street and Main street intersect, was completed last week ad 

opened for business. The building is of the modern type, constructed of cement blocks and equipped 

with office room and a ladies’ comfort station and rest room. The structure of which Julius Schalow is 

the owner, is of a pretty design and a fine improvement to that section of the city. Business  

April 29, 1926 – The Triangle, the Princeton High School paper, has again won distinction by ranking 

first=class in its group in the All-American newspaper contest sponsored by the convention of the 



Central Interscholastic Press Association held in Madison from Nov. 27-28, 1925. The paper has entered 

in this contest for five successive years previous to this time and each time has won first place in its 

particular class. The 300 high school publications entered were divided into classes, according to the size 

of the schools. The Triangle was classed among schools of less than 300 students. Miss Myrtle Pasiesek, 

senior, was editor of the paper that won the high rating. school 

April 29, 1926 – Files of 1882 – Ed Janisch had gone west. Eugene Yahr takes his place in the bank as 

cashier. Gard Green has commenced the foundation for a new addition to the rear of the room now 

occupied by Martin Manthey, all of which will eventually make a store room when completed 40 feet in 

length, which Mr. Manthey will occupy for his growing business. history 

April 29, 1926 – Carpenters Herman Gorr, Arthur Bierman, Emil Gorr and John Manthey went to the 

Lawson Est. last Monday morning where they began the erection of a number of cottages. We are 

informed that several cottages will be erected this summer that will cost not less than $40,000 a piece. 

May 6, 1926 – Files of 1882 - P. Regan is building the shops for F.T. Yahr on Water street. Carpenters 

commenced work on the old Hubbard corner this morning. F.T. Yahr is preparing to build a store 

building on the corner lot of the Hubbard House lot for occupancy by Pooch & Born, and on the lot east 

a blacksmith and wagon shop for Herman Mielke to occupy, so far as blacksmithing goes.  … The Dick 

Green property near the Congregational church was recently sold to John Ernst, one of the brewers. Tim 

Paull has been trading some land over toward Berlin for village property. History 

May 6, 1926 – The woman’s club has recently beautified the little park at the depot. Several fine 

specimen of trees were planted under their direction, the star tulip bed was improved, and the lawn 

ranked and nicely cleaned from leaves and rubbish. 

May 13, 1926 – Files of 1882 – Paul Bartol pleads guilty and sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary. 

History 

May 13, 1926 – where is W.A. Grahn garage on 1927 map? business 

May 20, 1926 – Files of 1882 – C. Hunold has rented family rooms in the stone building of T. Dargatz 

(Tagatz), just west of Gard Green’s. … The Republic has moved to the first building east of the American 

House, ground floor. … Business history 

May 20, 1926 – Child Welfare Clinic held at school a few weeks ago. 27 infants and 43 preschool children 

checked. Health improvement 

May 27, 1926 – Doris Lehner valedictorian, Myrtle Pasiesek salutatorian. Schools 

May 27, 1926 – Woman’s Progressive Club meets last Thursday evening. The committee in charge of the 

city park improvement gave their report, and it was decided that members of the club turn out en-

masse on Wednesday and lend their assistance with rakes, spades, shrubs, plants to help nature robe 

the park in its summer garb. The committee has also placed an order for benches, which soon will arrive. 

… improvement 

June 3, 1926 – Files of 1883 -  

June 3, 1926 – Emil Klawitter is in receipt of a letter from his attorney, J.E. O’Brien, which in part reads 

that the supreme court of Wisconsin has decided that having liquor on your person when it was 



searched by Sheriff Brooks and others, that he was unlawfully searched by not having a search warrant 

and cannot be convicted for the possession of having a bottle of liquor on his person, also that the 

Circuit Court at Green Lake County was wrong in convicting him and that the supreme Court has decided 

that he is to be discharged. Crime prohibition 

June 10, 1926 – Files of 1883 – Viel Bros. are putting new shelves and drawers into their hardware store 

room. … Martin Bartol, living east of town on the Pat Finnegan farm, was kicked below the ribs by a 

young horse belonging to Peter Crosby last Friday. Bartol was at Crosby’s assisting in hitching a team to 

a reaper when he was kicked. 

June 10, 1926 – G.J. Knaack and family and Mrs. Wm. Lueck have moved to their pretty home on Short 

St. 

June 17, 1926 – Files of 1883 – Warnke Bros. and Krueger occupy a splendid store room. Herman 

Warnke is making extensive repairs in his saloon building. Sam Erbe is going to put a stock of goods into 

the vacant room in the Thiel block. 

June 17, 1926 – Advancement Association plans to alternate free pavement dances with band concerts 

weekly throughout the season. Corner of Farmers-Merchants National Bank. entertainment 

June 24, 1926 – Files of 1883 – Al. Eygabroad has purchased a lot of Megow, just east of Mrs. Allen 

Long’s residence (Ellen?), and has the material on the grounds for a house. history 

June 24, 1926 – City Park improved. It should be a matter of pride to each citizen of our city to know 

that we have a city park. The City Park Commissioner and the Ladies Progressive club have been working 

on plans to make a park a place of real interest to all residents of the city and a resting place, 

amusement center and a welcome grounds for groups of residents and their friends. The ladies have 

installed several flower beds which are becoming beautiful and ornamental, they have purchased a 

number of substantial and comfortable settees or rest benches and placed them in the park. They 

assisted in raking the park. The commissioners have arrangements with men to mow and clean up. 

Splendid work has been done in making the park a place of beauty and rest haven for those who wish to 

take a few hours leisure. We understand that the Women’s Progressive Club is planning a series of 

benefits for the park and that they and the commissioners will continue their efforts to beautify and 

improve this every excellent piece of property owned by the city. Remember, citizens, that this park 

belongs to all the people of the city. Let all take an interest and do what you can as one individual or 

group to make this a place of beauty and a joy and comfort place for our present and future citizens. 

improvement 

June 24, 1926 – Carnival dance at the Pleasant Valley Pavilion. Shew’s Melody Boys seven-piece band 

with Gloomy Garnes at the piano. Mr. Garnes is known to be one of the best pianists in the country. 

Come and dance to the peppiest, jazzy, red hot music of the day. Admission 50 cents. Tuesday, June 29. 

entertainment 

July 1, 1926 – Files of 1883. Herman Warnke has improved the appearance of his building by the 

application of several coats of paint. J.H. Davidson taught higher department for past two years. Since 

the last bean crop was harvested the Princeton bank has paid out $100,000 for that commodity. You 

may think this is a little windy but it’s the truth.  



July 1, 1926 – The second band concert of the season was given last Wednesday evening in the front of 

the Hotmar store on Water Street. The men are on a platform wagon which is brilliantly lighted with 

electric lights. The men wear pretty uniforms with white caps. The largest crowd that has ever heard 

one of these concerts was present. Automobiles were parked on each side of Water Street for four 

blocks and the walks were packed with people. 

July 1, 1926 – Seven soft drink parlor licenses were issued by the common council at their special 

meeting on last Friday evening. The sum of $50 is to be paid for each license. The licenses were granted 

to Norbert Klawitter, Andrew Drill, Oscar Tassler, L.W. Schewe, Louis Miller, M.M. Bednarek, henry 

Stelmacheski. Billiard and pool hall licenses were granted to Wm. Knaack and Wm. Schwenzer. 

July 1, 1926 – Funeral of Mrs. August Bartol in Milwaukee. 

July 1, 1926 – Contractor Johnson has been engaged the past week in surfacing Stimson’s Hill with 

gravel. The gravel is being hauled per auto trucks from the Albert Keipe pits. No estimate is given at this 

time when the hill will be completed. Roads progress 

July 8, 1926 – Files of 1883 – Miss Sophia Manthey, daughter of Martin Manthey, was married on 

Sunday last to Mr. John Buschke. Messing & Ernst have been adding large improvements to their 

brewery buildings the past season. Their latest addition is a large ice house, which is in progress of 

construction. History 

July 8, 1926 – Annual school meeting July 6. No story? July 15 – The school board reported a balance in 

the treasury of $2873. The school district is now entirely out of debt. Reduced appropriation (tax) from 

$15000 to $12,000. Fred Nickodem’s term expired; declined to run. Frank F. Nickodem elected on first 

ballot. Mr. Nickodem is the first graduate of the Princeton High School to become a member of its 

school board. 

July 15, 1926 – Files of 1883 – The old cannon bursted Fourth of July morning and not a soul hurt. The 

boys who had the patriotic old piece fired it with a fuse and were out of reach of harm when it 

exploded. We have no tears to shed at the demise of the old piece. Party held at American House in 

honor of J.H. Davidson, who resigned as principal. history 

July 15, 1926 – The grading of Stimson Hill, three miles east of this city, highway 73, is nearing 

completion. The surfacing of the hill with crushed gravel, hauled from the Albert Keipe pits, will be 

finished in a day or two. The contract awarded to the Johnson Construction Co., Stoughton, at $27,000 

has undergone several changes because of additional construction of the road, now will amount to the 

sum of nearly $35,000. The building of the gutters on either side of the hill will be under construction in 

a short time and is, we are informed, awarded to another company. After completing the hill the 

Johnson Construction Company will turn their full force of men to the final work of the inlet road at the 

east end of Green Lake. 96 in the shade several days of last week. Roads progress 

July 15, 1926 – Orlo Maulick returned from Chicago last Tuesday evening where he made arrangements 

and took up employment with a bonding house. He will assume his duties next Tuesday and travel the 

northern part of this state. His headquarters will be made at Wisconsin Rapids. The family, however, will 

remain in this city for the present. Mr. Maulick being connected with the bank of Princeton for the past 

number of years has gained excellent experience which will be a splendid asset to his new venture. 

business 



July 15, 1926 – Edward Schrey survives ammunition dump explosion at base in New Jersey. Several 

people killed. Writes descriptive letter. Health 

July 22, 1926 - Files of 1883 – Warnke Bros. & Krueger are moving from the Schendel block into the 

splendid new rooms just finished for them by Gard Green. business history 

July 22, 1926 – In a deal recently consummated between Bert Schrey and the Princeton Chick Hatchery, 

the later took over the lot and residence of the former located on Fulton street. We are informed that 

the chick hatchery will be moved onto the lot in the very near future and will be located in the northeast 

corner of the lot. Three lots of the property together with the dwelling will be occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 

Al Humphrey to whom that portion was transferred to by the Princeton Chick Hatchery company. Mr. 

Bert Schrey and family intend to leave the city and will make their home in Kenosha. business 

July 22, 1926 – Narcis Nickodem obit. Polly’s brother. Four brothers. bartel 

July 22, 1926 – A new electric line will be constructed by the Wisconsin Power & Light Company from 

this city to Lawsonia. This 11,400-volt line will serve rural customers en route and will tie in the 

Princeton water power with the city of Ripon. Surveys have been made between this city and the 

Lawsonia, and we are informed that the cottages on the north shore of Green Lake will be supplied with 

electricity comprising Maple Hill Crest and the Linden. progress 

July 22, 1926 – Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Cooper, of Chicago, relatives of Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Klawitter, came 

here last week and have decided to make this city their future home. They have gained possession of 

the Andrew Schultz building, opposite the Opera House, and will conduct a restaurant and ice cream 

parlor. … The “Radio Inn” restaurant and ice cream parlor, opposite the Opera House, will have their 

opening on Wednesday of next week. business 

July 22, 1926 – H.E. Krueger has an implement shop. Where? business 

July 29, 1926 – Files of 1883 – HH Harmon has purchased the lot just east of his business block of Mart 

Wicks. We don’t know what Hi. Intends doing with the property. … August Ponto has sold his block and 

saloon to August Zauft for the snug sum of $3,330. Herman Warnke has also disposed of his block and 

saloon, Mr. Krueger, of Manchester, being the purchaser, the consideration being $2,375. Business 

history 

July 29, 1926 – More than 1000 hens were handled and nearly one-third of that number were discarded 

as unprofitable producers in two days of poultry culling work performed by Albert Wishlinksi, formerly 

supervisor of rural schools, and County Agent James Lacey in the first of a number of poultry culling days 

to be held on the farms of Green Lake County this summer. Ten farms were visited. “Every day we find 

flocks that are working at less than half their capacity. Boarder hens are allowed to remain in the flock 

and to eat up the profits of the real producers. On some of the farms visited we found the average daily 

egg yield as low as 20 percent of the number of hens, and on other farms we found it to be as high as 50 

percent. In every case we found a direct relationship between the low egg yield and the number of culls 

discarded.” Farm progress 

July 29, 1926 – Boy Scouts from Madison in town and at Camp Tichora, Green Lake.  entertainment 

July 29, 1926 – Bartel girls visiting relatives. 



August 5, 1926 – Files of 1883 –  

August 5, 1926 – Dr. J.N. Drill has decided to leave Oshkosh where he has been located the past two 

years. He will open a dental office in this city for the general practice of dentistry over the Breity drug 

store. He is at present working with Dr. Gifford of Oshkosh who specializes in extraction of teeth under 

local and gas anesthesia, X-ray work and straightening of teeth. Dr. Drill will open during August. He is a 

Princeton boy, the son of Andrew Drill and is well-known in the entire community. business 

August 12, 1926 – Files of 1883 – Some five or six carpenters are at work on F.T. Yahr’s new residence 

and the foundation is nearly completed. It is put up in a very substantial manner. The new residence will 

make a slightly and imposing appearance. 

August 12, 1926 – A crowd conservatively estimated at 1,000 persons heard Governor John J. Blaine 

declare in this city last Saturday night that the World Court is an instrument set up to preserve and 

perpetuate the spoils of war and instead of being an instrument of peace is rather a means of making all 

wars, world wars. It was the governor’s 151dst address in his campaign for the senate seat of Irving 

Lenroot, and fifth speech he had delivered on Saturday. Wisconsin’s three-time governor reviewed the 

accomplishments of the Progressive administrations at Madison, flayed graft and corruption in federal 

government, denounced the foreign debt settlements, characterized as insincere and purely political the 

farm measures introduced in the last Congress, demanded a reduction downward in the Fordney-

McCumber tariff schedules and a repeal of the Esch-Cummins transportation law which the executive 

insists permits exorbitant and unjustifiable freight and passenger rates. Then the Badger pilot turned 

into the World Court which he denounced as “the old Trojan horse again, brought within our midst as a 

trophy of peace but within it are soldiers and wars. Out of the late war, America received neither a 

single dollar in indemnity nor a square rod of territory. Americans saved until it hurt. 72,000 of her finest 

manhood fell in defense of the cause, and another 200,000 are marked and maimed; for them the war 

will never end. The war debt approximates fifty billion dollars. America needs no world court to protect 

her spoils of the world war. … “It is to protect this status quo of the post war period that the world court 

is designed and organized. The common people of one nation do not make war upon the common fold 

of another nation. If we had the right to vote by referendum upon war, there would be no wars. That 

would be more effective for peace than all court and leagues which have force for their effectiveness. 

Peace cannot be established by force. More wars arise out of spheres of influence; mandates; 

protectorates; oil in Mexico; oil in Mesopotamia; steel; iron; precious metals; these are the seeds of war 

and all of these are preserved and perpetuated in the world court as at present constructed.” The 

governor referred to the league of nations as “the international sheriff to enforce the judgments of the 

world court” and stated that he for one was unwilling to let America accept the nomination as deputy 

international sheriff and become embroiled in quarrels and wars of old European nations, quarrels and 

hatreds which were begun before America was a nation. Politics progressive 

Aug. 12, 1926 – Green Lake County is proud of its boys and girls. The schools have organized eight junior 

agriculture or 4-H clubs last spring, and the boys and girls have been planting, rearing, breeding and 

caring for garden, corn, poultry and calf projects during the season. They are also provided booklets to 

keep a record of their projects and are learning the simple rudiments of farm accounts. This all goes to 

make boys and girls take an interest in rural life, and makes for better and more contented future 

citizens. The clubs were organized this spring at Dalton, Kingston, Berlin, Manchester, Markesan, 

Marquette, Green Lake and Princeton. … County holds a “get together” at Little Green Lake – Soldier’s 



Memorial Park – on Sunday, Aug. 15, 1926. Good speakers will talk and demonstrate to the boys and 

girls and show them the value of exhibiting and how to prepare their corn, poultry, calves and garden 

products for the different fairs. Also music, races, games a general good time will be provided. Basket 

lunch. … PHS Ag and science teacher Alvin S. Peterson is Princeton club leader. Aug. 26 article says 

“Green Lake county has carried on Junior Club work in eight centers for the past eight years.” Farm 

progress entertainment 

Aug. 19, 1926 – Files of 1883 – Carl Barthol has become leader of the Westfield band. The fire engine 

“Princeton” arrived Friday.  history 

Aug. 26, 1926 – All of the preliminary survey work on a four-wire, 11,400-volt line extending from 

Princeton to Lawsonia Estate has been completed and construction operation is to start this week. This 

line will serve as a standby source of energy for the city of Princeton. Electric energy will also be sent out 

from the hydroelectric plant at Princeton to Ripon and the surplus water thereby used. Electricity 

progress 

Aug. 26, 1926 – Files of 1883  

Aug. 26, 1926 – Dr. Joe Drill has opened his dental parlor in the rooms on the second floor of the 

Breitengross drug store. business 

Aug. 26, 1926 – Mrs. Eugene Thomas, accompanied by her father, left for Grand Rapids, Michigan, last 

Tuesday afternoon where they are attending the 25th anniversary of her sister as a nun. Bartel 

Sept. 2, 1926 – In a deal consummated between Al. Humphrey and Wm. Holzmann last week, the latter 

gained ownership of the former’s 20-acre chicken farm immediate south of this city. The new owner will 

take possession about the 10th of this month. Mr. Holzmann, who comes here from North Freedom, this 

state, is experienced in the chicken industry and proposes to follow this vocation in an extensive way 

and will have a flock of a number of hundred white leghorns of the laying strain. business 

Sept. 2, 1926 – Herman L. Ekern, LaFollette Progressive candidate for governor, spoke here last week 

Wednesday evening before a record assemblage. Mr. Ekern is a fluent speaker and holds the interest of 

his audience. politics 

Sept. 9, 1926 – The Wisconsin Power & Light Company have a large crew of men engaged in the erection 

of their new high-tension lines between this city and the Lawsonia resort. Electricity progress 

Sept. 9, 1926 – For rent: The brick building located on west side, formerly occupied by John Lehman, is 

offered for rent. business 

Sept. 16, 1926 – Fire on the farm of Joe Boguckie destroys garage, hog house, sheep shed and straw 

stack. fire 

Sept. 16, 1926 – Brewery building reopened - Parties have recently acquired possession of the brewery 

building in this city and are now engaged in repairing the boilers, machinery and a general cleanup. The 

large smoke stake which had become obsolete was replaced by a new one. The new institution will be 

known as the Princeton Brewing Company with Mr. Emil Kohn, who came here from Milwaukee, as an 

experienced man, at the head of the concern. Several men, we understand, will be employed by the new 



company. Mr. Kohn informs us that operations will begin in about two weeks. The manufacture will 

consist of the makings for home brew. Business factory prohibition 

Sept. 16, 1926 – The road leading from Highway 73 and connects with Highway 23 at the Lawsonia 

corner is under construction and is being surfaced with gravel. progress 

Sept. 23, 1926 – Files of 1883 -  

Sept. 23, 1926 – Miss Theresa Novak, teacher at Fairburn, came here last Friday evening and spent the 

Sunday with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak Se. and family. bartel 

Sept. 30, 1926 – Files of 1884 – Sam Erbe putting stock of goods into the vacant room in the Thiel block. 

August Swanke’s laying the foundation for a new planning mill south of his shops on the west side. A 

new engine will be placed therein, and everything will be done on a larger scale than heretofore. history 

Sept. 30, 1926 – The Wisconsin Power & Light Company crew have the electric light poles in and about 

the city nearly set and will commence the operation of stringing wires in the near future. Improvement 

progress electricity 

Sept. 30, 1926 – The Opera House management has secured the services of Joe Liska, professional 

violinist, who will conduct the Opera House orchestra in the future. He will commence his duties on next 

Sunday. entertainment 

Oct. 7, 1926 – Files of 1884 – Eph. Mueller has purchased the cigar store of Herman Mueller of Ripon. 

Eugene Mueller will take charge of the new purchase. history 

Oct. 14, 1926 – Files of 1884 -  

Oct. 14, 1926 – Statement of ownership. Republic Printing Co. A.H. Rimpler, J.E. Hennig, Geo. V. Kelley, 

O.T. Rimpler – who is that?  

Oct. 21, 1926 – Files of 1884 –  

Oct. 21, 1926 – The Princeton Shipping Company, an organization of 162 farmer members, has during 

the past four years of administration shipped livestock for over 600 farmers with the results of 37 cars 

first year, 54 cars the second year, 63 cards third year, 75 cards fourth year. Annual meeting Oct. 30 at 

City Hall. 

Oct. 21, 1926 – Full-page ad on The Farmer’s Sacrifices to Prohibition. A vote for Beer is a vote for Farm 

Relief. 

Nov. 4. 1926 – Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bartel on last Sunday, an eight and one-half pound baby 

boy.  

Nov. 11, 1926 – Files of 1885 – Wm. Lueck, recently in the employ of E. Teske & Bro., will put a stock of 

goods in the room recently occupied by Mr. Sietmann as a furniture store. Lueck & Manthey have 

opened a stock in the Hennig building. Fire at building of G. and D.M. Green and occupied by the 

Warnke Bros. history 

Nov. 11, 1926 – Organize school band. Representatives of the Holton band instrument manufacturers of 

Elkhorn, this state, were in the city last week and interested the students in a movement of a high 



school band. A meeting of parents was held at the school one evening and a keen interest manifest by 

those present. We are informed that about 25 boys and girls have signed to become members of the 

band. The instruments, we are informed, will be delivered here this week and rehearsals will be held at 

once. The Holton people offer to give lessons for twelve weeks without cost and those who at the 

expiration of the 12 weeks show inability will not be required to maintain their instruments but may 

return them to the company and the amount of money paid in at the expiration of twelve weeks will be 

refunded. If at the end of the twelve weeks course the members see fit, they may retain the instructor 

at the price of $50 per month. Berlin and Wautoma have entertained the same move. This is a move in 

the right direction and has the tendency to produce a fine musical organization. We hope that the 

scholars will take a keen interest in the project and we predict that in the course of time Princeton can 

boast of a band the equal of any in the state. Here’s hoping for a success. 

Nov. 18, 1926 – Files of 1885 –  

Nov. 18, 1926 – The Princeton Products Company, with headquarters in the brewery building, has been 

in operation for the past several weeks and Princeton citizens are glad to note that they are doing a 

thriving business. Truckloads of their output are hauled to various cities of the state almost daily. Mr. 

Kohn, manager of the company, informs us that their product is shipped to Beaver Dam, Watertown, 

Madison, Antigo, etc. Many cities in the north part of the state are also supplied. Mr. Kohn has had an 

unlimited amount of experience in the manufacture of their ware and judging by the repeat orders the 

company enjoys, is an expression of high satisfaction of their many patrons. The company manufactures 

a liquid, put up in 5-gallon containers, for the making of near beer. … factory prohibition 

Nov. 18, 1926 – The band instruments for the Princeton High School, ordered from the Holton Company 

of Elkhorn, Wis., came here last week and were distributed among the scholars. Mr. Weber, of Stevens 

Point, we are informed, has been secured as instructor. Mr. Weber has had many years of experience in 

band work and at the present time is the instructor of the Westfield, Wautoma and other school bands. 

We hope that each and every one of the pupils who have procured their instruments will go into heart 

and soul, and we vouch that after a several months diligent practice, Princeton will have a band any city 

may feel proud of. 

Nov. 18, 1926 – Ex-Postmaster J.E. Hennig is busily engaged in remodeling and changing the interior of 

the post office. Several new cases and a large new safe have been added and the room of the 

postmaster and his employees is to be enlarged and the room of the lobby somewhat reduced. 

Nov. 18, 1926 – High cost of flapperism. 

Nov. 25, 1926 – Files of 1895 – Fred Mittelstaedt has bought of Teske Bros. the store building now 

occupied by the Mueller Bros. Fred will use it for his saloon business when vacated. J.P. Schneider has 

sold his hotel property in this city to Chas. F. Kletzsch of Fond du Lac. history 

Nov. 25, 1926 – John Spott came here from Montello and has gained possession of the Hugo Kelm 

building and will conduct a soft drink parlor. Norbert Klawitter, we are informed, will conduct a soft 

drink parlor in the brick building on corner of Main and Second street, West Side.  business 

Dec. 2, 1926 – Files of 1895 – CC McDonald has his new restaurant and grocery store completed. history 

Dec. 9, 1926 – Files of 1895 -  



Dec. 9, 1926 – It may be of interest to the tax payers that the city has paid its last bond several weeks 

ago leaving the city without one cent of debts. improvement 

Dec. 16, 1926 – Files of 1885 – The Catholic Church in east Princeton is being fixed up in good style. The 

fixtures and furniture from the St. Marie church are being used in this, as it was not convenient to meet 

for services. Geo. A. Long is doing the carpenter work and E.O. Ellenwood is to do the painting and 

graining. … Chris. Piper has been making a fine piece of road from this village toward Green Lake. This 

has always been a sandy place and it is now clayed over in the worst parts. history 

Dec. 16, 1926 – Montello High School burns. 

Dec. 16, 1926 – Princeton Bottling Works selling chocolate malted milk in bottles….  Erich Mueller & Co. 

has “added the famous line of Radiola radios to our line of pianos and organs.” Mrs. Chas. Marquardt 

selling “punschken,” prune-filled doughnuts, special for Saturday this week and Wednesday next week. 

… Some mean scoundrel helped himself to a number of lamps and globes at the J. Schalow filling station 

last Sunday night. Business factory 

Dec. 23, 1926 – 

Dec. 30, 1926 – Files of 1885 – Chittenden & Morse have opened a flour and feed store in the Demell 

block. It is hinted they will sell Minneapolis flour. history 

Dec. 30, 1926 – Community Christmas tree program ends with Santa arriving in sleigh drawn by white 

horses. Entertainment 

1927 

Jan. 6, 1927 – County purchases two four-wheel trucks to be used this winter for snow removal work – 

one for northern part of county, the other for southern part of county. For state highways. Progress 

roads 

Jan. 13, 1927 – files of 1885 – Albert Graf is now the only harness maker in Princeton. History 

Jan. 13, 1927 – Hyman Swed elected president of Farmers-Merchants National Bank. H.A. Miller is 

cashier. 

Jan. 13, 1927 – Snow banks and blocked highways will no longer be barriers to Herman Westfield, Frank 

Nickodem and Ralph Giese, rural mail carriers. These men appeared at the post office with vehicles 

guaranteed to travel through or over the worst snow drifts. The vehicle is an automobile with runners in 

place of the front wheels and two sets of Caterpillar wheels and chains in the rear. They have tried their 

new vehicles for the first time last week and are very much pleased with their new outfit for delivering 

of mail on their several routes. … improvement 

Jan. 13, 1927 – At Green Lake more real estate transactions took place during the season of 1926 than in 

any previous year in the lake’s history of 40 years or more as a summer resort. This was due to the sale 

early in the year of the estate of the late Victor F. Lawson of Chicago to the H.O. Stone Investment 

Company, now known as the Lawsonia company of Chicago. The estate comprising 1,500 acres was 

divided into a number of smaller estates of one, two or three acres each and placed upon the market. 

The minimum price for one of these small estates was placed at an average of $10,000. W.A. Merigold, 

the Green Lake representative of the H.O. Stone Company, reports that during 1926 there were sold 27 



of these small estates for a total consideration of $229,000. In addition, Henry F. Norcott, the president 

of the H.O. Stone Company, bought a portion of the estate for $50,000, and John S. Nash, vice president 

of the company, purchased a tract for $30,000. Many other investment were made on the lakeshore 

property.  

Jan. 20, 1927 – Files of 1885 -  

Jan. 20, 1927 – The Portage canal is to be dredged this coming summer, according to news which came 

to this office from Portage last week, and advise by Maj. J.J. Kingman, U.S. district engineer at 

Milwaukee. Dredging the canal, which connects Wisconsin river at Portage with the Fox river at Fort 

Winnebago, would reopen to Green Bay, Oshkosh, Fond du Lac, Portage and Prairie du Chien to the Gulf 

of Mexico via the Fox, Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers. … Shipping along the route, it is claimed, would 

be greatly benefitted. … improvement river 

Jan. 20, 1927 – Fire in the department store of V.F. Yahr did considerable damage last Sunday forenoon. 

Overheating of the stove was the cause of the conflagration. Mr. Yahr was in his place of business at the 

time and ready to leave for home when he heard a peculiar noise coming from the second floor of the 

building. He went to investigate and opening the door found the entire second floor, which is utilized for 

storage, enveloped in smoke. He at once sent in the fire alarm. The fire department immediately 

appeared on the scene with the chemical truck and shortly thereafter the large fire truck was put in 

service. The fire had made its headway between the ceiling and the floor of the second story of the 

building. Mr. Yahr estimates the damage on goods at about $2,000, which is fully covered by insurance. 

The building, owned by his father, was damaged to the extent of about $500, also covered by insurance. 

The largest share of damage was inflicted by water and chemicals. fire 

Jan. 27, 1927 – Hugo Kelm and crew of carpenters and painters for the past number of days engaged in 

remodeling his building, formerly the G.J. Krueger stand, is gradually nearing completion. When finished 

it will be occupied by G.J. Knaack hardware store. New shelving, drawers and wall cases have been 

provided, and an elevator to be installed. The second floor is arranged for storage and tinners shop. … 

business 

Jan. 27, 1927 – Alfred Freiheit left for Neshkoro the latter part of last week to open a barber shop. … 

business 

Feb. 3, 1927 – Files of 1885 – The Berlin Journal remarks WW Collins will soon open a store in Princeton. 

… Johnny Carr has moved his barber shop to the McCormick building at the lower end of Water street. … 

The Sherwood Forest Company of Brooklyn have filed articles of incorporation – the object being to 

erect and rent cottages and conduct a summer resort. … J. (Josiah) Whittemore will soon erect a building 

just west of Turner Hall. It will be two stories in height and some 40 feet back, and we are promised a 

beauty looking structure. It will be occupied by Wm. Whittemore. … business history 

Feb. 3, 1927 – Meeting at the high school: Thursday evening of last week, in response to invitations by 

Principal N.H. Rudie, parents of members of the high school band gathered in the assembly room. It was 

a fine gathering and nearly every parent was present. The object of the meeting was to organize a club 

consisting of the ladies. Also to learn the sentiment of those who had gathered to finance the band. A 

number of persons were called upon by Mr. Rudie and each expressed themselves in favor to have the 

school district finance the service of the instructor after the expiration of the first twelve lessons, to the 



expiration of the school term, also to provide for a bass drum and a bass horn, said two instruments to 

remain the property of the high school. The members of the school board were present expressed 

themselves as being in harmony with the suggestions of the meeting. After the general meeting the 

ladies organized a club for the purpose of financing the band in the way of music and later, if possible, 

provide for uniforms. In all it was an enthusiastic meeting. Everyone present displayed a keen interest 

toward the advancement of the Princeton High School band. The following day, Friday, many of the 

parents assembled at the school and attended the rehearsal of the band. The writer was not present but 

is informed that each member of the band is making splendid progress under the able instruction of Mr. 

Weber. Here’s hoping that each member may continue with a keen interest in the band and eventually 

Princeton will boast of a band second to none in the state. … school band 

Feb. 3, 1927 – On Thursday, January 27th, fourteen women responded to Mr. Rudie’s invitation to a 

meeting at the high school. They organized a club to be called the Band Mothers Club, and elected the 

following officers: Mrs. R. Learned, president; Mrs. H.A. Megow, vice president; Mrs. N.H. Rudie, 

secretary; Mrs. G.J. Knaack, treasurer. It was decided to meet every other Wednesday at the high 

school, at 7:30 p.m. We hope that all the women who are eligible will be present at the next meeting, 

Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 7:30. Gertrude Rudie, secretary. … school band 

Feb. 3, 1927 – Stanish Soda was awarded a license by the city council last Tuesday evening to open a 

business in the Sam Kohnke building. … business 

Feb. 3, 1927 – Ad for Princeton Chick Hatchery, A.S. Humphrey, manager. Eighth year in hatching 

business. We ship all chicks by prepaid Parcel Post and guarantee 100 percent live delivery.  …  We have 

moved our hatchery from the country to the City of Princeton and at the same time doubling our 

capacity, this will enable us to do custom hatching at the price of 4 cents per egg. More description of 

business. 

Feb. 10, 1927 – files of 1885 – Louis Kunz has just connected a bathing house with his establishment.  …  

The Viel Brothers are making it lively over in the region of the lumber yard. As the outcome of a recent 

arrangement Rev. J.P. Viel is having the barn removed from Main Street to the rear of the building 

across the alley from the hardware store of W.F. Viel & company. … business History 

Feb. 10, 1927 – Miss Stephina Bartol visited with her sister Marie, Fond du Lac, last week. 

Feb. 17, 1927 – Files of 1885 – 

Feb. 17, 1927 – G.J. Knaack commenced moving his stock of hardware into his newly acquired building, 

the Hugo Kelm premises, last Monday. (Moving from Yahr store to the former G.J. Krueger store.) … 

business 

Feb. 24, 1927 – Files of 1885 –  

Feb. 24, 1927 – Fire at Militzer home but not sure where that was. 

March 3, 1927 – Files of 1885 –   

March 3, 1927 – Immense crowd fair day. March fair day, being the largest fair of the year, was no 

exception of the rule on Wednesday in point of attendance. Early in the forenoon cars laden with people 

began to arrive and later in the day it was difficult to find a parking space, every space available was 



occupied by a car. Walks on the north side of the street were filled with people, and it was difficult to 

walk from one business house to another. Water Street was filled with cars on both sides almost down 

to the bridge and up beyond the Frank Giese residence beyond Farmer Street. Main Street, Short Street, 

Pearl and Washington streets were also filled with cars. It is estimated that between 5,000 and 6,000 

people had assembled to attend the Princeton March Fair Day. Business entertainment 

March 3, 1927 – At the meeting of the Common Council last Tuesday evening, it was decided to 

purchase a fire siren. improvement 

March 3, 1927 – Both of our chick hatcheries began operations more than a week ago. The first chicks of 

the season are expected in about 10 days. Both the hatcheries have already booked large orders for 

early delivery. business 

March 3, 1927 – Orlo Maulick moves residence from Short Street to Farmer Street. 

March 3, 1927 – Kasierski Bros. have the distinction of delivering for one shipment the largest amount of 

hogs in one day, delivery was made to this city last week. The weight of the hogs was 15,850 pounds. 

They have still 92 porkers left on their farm which they are conditioning for a later market. Farm 

progress business 

March 10, 1927 – The high school band will give a concert at the Opera House Friday evening, March 

18th. Mrs. Ernest Weber has arranged a well-balanced program of music by the band and vocal numbers 

by the high school glee club and local talent. This will be the first appearance of the high school band. 

Schools 

March 10, 1927 – Files of 1885 – JB Fowler has commenced work at the boot and shoe business in the 

west wing of Gard Green’s building next to G. Luedtke’s wagon shop. … Loomans & Zastrow … 

commenced the manufacture of cigars. … business history 

March 10, 1927 – Edward Teske Jr. sells home near depot and moves to Rick Lake. business 

March 10, 1927 – R.G. Wachholz, who has gained the ownership of the Yahr store, recently vacated by 

G.J. Knaack hardware, is making plans to have the front of the building remodeled. He is having plans 

drawn and had men here from Oshkosh who took measurement for the large glass. According to Mr. 

Wachholz, the front, when completed, will be one of the most up-to-date in this section of the state. 

The building will be used for a furniture store. Business 

March 10, 1927 – The east half building of Mrs. Fred Schendel was recently rented to the A & P chain of 

grocery and fruit stores. The room is now being remodeled and shelving and counters will be provided 

by the lease holders. The building, we are informed, will be ready for occupancy within a few weeks. 

business 

March 17, 1927 – Files of 1885 – Tim Paull has commenced moving Cook’s building, just east of 

Schendel’s, to the lot west of Turner Hall. Misses Alice Sullivan and Mary Mueller have commenced the 

business of dress making in the corner rooms of Yahr’s building west of Harmon’s furniture store. … 

business history 

March 17, 1927 – John P. Hotmar, hardware dealer, who for the past number of weeks has been 

engaged in remodeling the interior of his store, has completed the work last week. Instead of having the 



regular shelving, he has arranged paneled doors with many of the articles carried in stock attached to 

the doors which brings them in plain view of his customers. In the back of the doors is the shelving 

containing additional stock of goods. The doors were arranged by the Winchester Co. Mr. Hotmar, with 

the new arrangement, is in a position to wait on people in a more efficient manner and in less time than 

it ordinarily requires. business 

March 17, 1927 – Tomorrow night our high school band makes its initial bow to the public. They have 

worked hard under the personal direction and leadership of Prof. Ernest Weber for the past four 

months. It is remarkable to note what they have accomplished. There are thirty-six in the band 

representing a varied instrumentation. School band 

March 17, 1927 – Peter Malson, Fond du Lac, who recently acquired the ownership of the brick 

business, corner West Main and Second street, West Side, was a caller at this office last Monday and 

informed us he would take possession in the near future and conduct a soft drink parlor and restaurant. 

Later if business conditions are favorable, he will provide for a stock of groceries. Mr. Malson is a 

constructor by profession. Business  

March 24, 1927 – Files of 1885 – FW Cook has commenced shaping the foundation for a building on the 

lot he recently purchased of J. Whittemore just east of H.H. Harmon’s. The building to be moved there is 

the one recently purchased by Cook of Teske Bros. and lately used by them as a harness shop. … The 

foundation of the corner where the American House stood is being cleared for the erection of the new 

building. … business history 

March 24, 1927 – Advancement Association meets. H.A. Megow elected president. A committee to 

investigate the proposition of providing a community house was appointed. They will cooperate with 

similar committees of other local clubs in this important matter. Mr. H.O. Giese suggested that a city hall 

and community house might be financed by the earnings of the local municipal electric light plant. 

business 

March 24, 1927 – Junior 4 H Club meets. The boys and girls of the town of Princeton, St. Marie and City 

will meet at the high school on Friday afternoon to form a Junior Agricultural club. The members will 

select projects in poultry, corn, calf or garden. It is expected that young people from the 13 schools 

about Princeton will come in on Friday and join the club. Entertainment school 

March 24, 1927 – A $250,000 hotel is planned for Lawsonia, the former Victor F. Lawson estate at Green 

Lake, according to the statement of Leslie Parker, president of the Parker Realty Company of Milwaukee, 

which has charge of the sale of lots in that city. The hotel, Mr. Parker said, is to be a part of a $3 million 

outlay in improvement the property this year. Work is now proceeding on the second of two 18-hole 

golf courses which are to be opened for play this year.  …  It is said that 500 acres have been set aside 

for recreational purposes. Two large playgrounds will be set aside for children, in addition to seven acres 

of lawn. Lots at Lawsonia have frontages ranging from 50 to 300 feet. Entertainment business progress 

March 24, 1927 – The band concert sponsored by the Band Mothers Club of the Princeton High School 

band at the Opera House last Friday evening was a splendid success in point of attendance as well as 

entertainment. The members of the band, considering the brief time since its organization, did 

exceptionally well in the rendition of the several musical numbers. Not a hitch was there noticeable in 

the entire program. Prof. Ernst Weber, the director, fully demonstrated his ability as a director and 



teacher. … The gross receipts for the evening amount to about $115, which goes toward the upkeep of 

the band. School band 

March 24, 1927 – Treatment of seed potatoes for the control of scab and scurf, as well as similar potato 

diseases, will be carried on in Green Lake County again this year during the week of March 28 to April 2. 

Dipping tanks will be erected at Berlin, Princeton, Markesan, Green Lake and Kingston. The work at 

Princeton will be done at the factory on Wednesday, March 20. Charge 4 cents per bushel just sufficient 

to cover the cost of the formaldehyde. Farm progress 

March 24, 1927 – The A & P store have their shelving installed in the Mrs. F. Schendel building, and the 

front of the store is undergoing a coat of red paint. We are informed they will be ready for business the 

first of the month. Business 

March 31, 1927 – There will be a meeting of the committees appointed by all civic, religious and social 

organizations at City Hall Friday evening, April 1st, to consider way and means to provide a City and 

Community Hall for Princeton and vicinity. improvement 

March 31, 1927 – Lawsonia estate offered to President Coolidge for the summer White House. Princeton 

Chamber of Commerce passes resolution extending to President Calvin Coolidge “a hearty invitation to 

come to the shores of the finest and best lake in the Union and in particular to the estate known as 

Lawsonia, where men with super aesthetic and recreational plans, tastes and ideas combined with the 

wonderful plans and works of Nature make it an ideal place for the President of the Greatest Republic to 

find rest, comfort, home solace and refreshing recreation. Entertainment progress business 

March 31, 1927 – Merrill Kidman first and Clayton Miller second in local oratorical contest. Elsie Prachel 

and Norma Knaack tie for first in declamatory contest. League contest will be held in Princeton on April 

8 with North Fond du Lac and Omro. school 

March 31, 1927 – Once of the first cases of sweet clover poisoning to occur in this part of Wisconsin was 

found in the herd of dairy cattle owned by Joe Bartel and Robert Kaatz, in Princeton Township, on March 

21. Three head became affected with the trouble, and two of the animals died. The third recovered after 

feeding of the hay had been stopped. The poisoning is caused by the presence of a mold in the sweet 

clover used for hay. Even hay that appears bright and clean may have sufficient mold present to cause 

death to cattle fed upon it. Mr. Bartel states that in former years he as fed sweet clover hay with no bad 

results. A number of other Green Lake County farmers are also feeding the legume hay and have no 

difficulty to date. The experience in Princeton Township should, however, be a warning to other feeders. 

Farm progress 

March 31, 1927 – On last Monday three large truck loads of groceries came here for the Atlantic & 

Pacific Tea Co. The manager and several men have been busy the last few days arranging the stock in 

the Mrs. F. Schendel building. Mr. Lawson of Ripon is manager. business 

April 7, 1927 – Files of 1885 – Mueller Bros. purchased lot from Gustav Krueger. Jule Hennig has moved 

his barber shop to the front room over Mueller Bros. drug store.  history 

April 7, 1927 – Much building at Lawsonia. Lawsonia Country Club is being remodeled to take care of 75 

people and will be very attractive in its Dutch colonial style, its spacious screened porches, and its large 

living room adjacent to the casino. The original nine-hole golf course is being expanded to 18 holes and 



will be ready for play the first of June. … Two new 53-mile fast speed boats have been purchased by two 

of the residents of Lawsonia, and several slightly slower speed boats are contemplated. The green Lake 

Yacht club is to be revived and a club is being formed to purchase Class B and Class C sail boats. There 

are several partly constructed squash racquet courts that under roof to provide activities on rainy days 

and the company is also planning additional tennis courts to be built of a composition that will always be 

more or less dry in all kinds of weather. The green houses are operating and early garden products are 

started. Progress business 

April 7, 1927 – Community building planned. The City Hall on Friday evening of last week was the 

gathering place of large and enthusiastic representation when 18 organizations were in evidence for the 

discussion of erecting a city hall or community building. H.O. Giese was elected as chairman and Mrs. 

Hyman swed as secretary. At this meeting the chairman appointed a committee of seven to frame a 

report on the question of how to finance and project and if it is to be a community building and city hall 

in connection. Following committee was appointed: Mrs. Frank Giese, Mrs. Hyman Swed, Mrs. A.H. 

Rimpler, A.F. Breitengross, H.A. Megow, Frank Nickodem and Norbert Manthey. Chairman H.O. Giese to 

act in conjunction with the committee. A report is to be submitted at a later date. It is suggested by a 

number of citizens that the building include rest rooms, gymnasium, auditorium, council chambers and 

rooms for the city fire apparatus. Two plans for financing will be under consideration, either the 

organization of a stock company or to make it a city issue. If the latter is decided upon, it will mean to 

vote upon the issue of bonds. improvement 

April 7, 1927 – New high school band of 40 members plays at cattle fair. School band 

April 7, 1927 – New telephones for Pal Restaurant, Schmidt Chick Hatchery and Princeton Chick 

Hatchery.  Improvement business 

April 14, 1927 – Files of 1885 – Judge Myers is going to build an addition to his building he has occupied 

for so many years as office and dwelling. history 

April 14, 1927 – An enthusiastic representation of citizens met at the city hall last Friday evening for the 

purpose of organizing a base ball team and join the Winnebago league. Mr. PreFontaine, Fond du Lac, 

organizer of a number of leagues in the state, was present and delivered an address before the large 

audience. He explained every detail pertaining to the league in a most thorough manner. Everyone 

present showed great interest in the organization. At this meeting following officers were elected: Pres. 

H.O. Giese, Vice Pres. Leo Schavey, Sec. and Treas. O.C. Maulick, Directors, A.F. Breitengross, J.P. 

Hotmar, Walt Kiesow, Arnold Krause, Hyman Swed, Lynn Merrill. The board of directors met later and 

appointed Lynn Merrill manager of the team. Following teams compose the league: N. Fond du Lac, 

Waupun, Waukau, Omro, Montello, Redgranite, Berlin and Princeton. … Players within 20-mile radius. 

sports 

April 14, 1927 – Clayton Miller wins declamatory contest with Omro, Winneconne, N. Fond du Lac. 

Advances to sub-district in Menasha on April 22. school 

April 14, 1927 – Mike Marshall is busily engaged in the erection of a new blacksmith shop on the West 

Side. business 

April 14, 1927 – Notice of hearing re: Princeton Electric Light Department on April 20. improvement 



April 21, 1927 – Files of 1885 – Louis Kunz is opening up his park on west side. … H.E. Megow has moved 

his barber shop into the rooms recently occupied by Chris Hunold. The place has been repainted and us 

fitted up like a palace. Business history 

April 21, 1927 – Last Friday afternoon a number of owners of cottages on the north shores of Green 

Lake from this city, Ripon and Berlin met on their grounds for the purpose of having electric lights 

provided in the Princeton section of the lake. Manager W. Exner of the Wisconsin Power & Light 

Company was present and measurement for a line was taken and also determined the number of poles 

it requires. The line to the cottages will connect from the main line running from this city to Lawsonia. 

There are in the neighborhood of thirty cottages in this section, and while the largest number of owners 

of cottages were not present, yet nearly all declare themselves in favor of electric current. Mr. Exner 

stated that the new line will be built as soon as a crew of line men are available. … improvement 

April 21, 1927 – A fire siren of the latest type and manufactured at Sauk City, this state, was installed on 

the roof of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank building last Tuesday afternoon and is placed here by 

the company on a 30-day trial. For the next two weeks, however, the new alarm system will not be used 

in the event of a fire, but instead the old fire bell will be used. … improvement health 

April 21, 1927 – Last Friday evening in the assembly rooms of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank the 

committee appointed at a former meeting by the various clubs and organizations, met for the purpose 

to determine ways for the erection of a gymnasium building in Princeton. The committee at their 

meeting on Friday last determined to raise funds by selling stock to the amount of $12000 to $15,000 an 

amount sufficient only for financing a gymnasium and rest room. The idea of building a city hall was 

abandoned. The committee in charge also propose a trip to Madison in the near future to visit buildings 

that conform with the contemplated project in Princeton. Also, while there, to see the State Board of 

Public Works for advice relative the building. … improvement auditorium 

April 28, 1927 – Organization and enrollment of boys and girls in the eight club centers of the county 

was completed Friday, April 8th. About 500 boys and girls have enrolled. Four topics – corn, calves, 

poultry and garden. … farm progress 

April 28, 1927 – Development of a self-operating talking machine, which changes its own records 

automatically and gives an hour of music with one filling of the record magazine, is the latest 

achievement of engineers and scientists. Announcement of the perfection of this instrument was made 

today by A.F. Breitengross, Victor dealer. … business entertainment 

April 28, 1927 – R.G. Wachholz and crew of men for the past several weeks engaged in remodeling his 

store and getting it in condition for a furniture store, have the large plate glass placed and the front of 

the building presents a fine appearance. … business 

April 28, 1927 – D.W. Eggleston came here from Fond du Lac last week and will remain at his home here, 

having given up his position as nightwatch wth the Galloway & Moore Lumber Co. 

May 5, 1927 – Files of 1885 – JP Schneider has purchased the Mittelstaedt block occupied by Mueller 

Bros. Dentist Straight has rented the building now occupied by Will Whittemore. …. John Buschke is 

going to try his hand in the saloon business. He goes into the building now occupied by Fred 

Mittlestaedt as soon as Fred steps out. ... D.M. Green has secured the services of Ed. Richards, of Berlin, 



to take charge of the Princeton mill. Ed. Richards is one of the best millers in the state. … business 

history 

May 5, 1927 – R.G. Wachholz, who for the past number of weeks has been busily engaged in make 

arrangements for his new furniture store, has same about completed and opened for business on last 

Saturday evening. business. 

May 12, 1927 - Files of 1885 -  

May 12, 1927 – The boys of the American Legion this week have been busily engaged in the completion 

of a grand stand at the local baseball grounds in the Albert Dumdey park, West Side. The stand is of 

durable construction and will afford seating capacity as well as a shady place for several hundred 

people. sports 

May 19, 1927 –   Files of 1885 -   

May 19, 1927 – Last Sunday at the local ball park, before a large crowd, the local team of the Lake 

Winnebago league, annexed their first victory of the season, by the score of 9 to 7 (over Waupun). The 

opening of the 1927 season was performed in big league style. The Princeton High School band of 40 

pieces were on hand and rendered excellent numbers before the game. Mayor W.A. Gorr threw the first 

pitch, and the game was on. sports 

May 19, 1927 – Frank Pasiecek has a barber shop. So does Edward Bornick – May 26. business 

May 26, 1927 – Improvements at St John Catholic cemetery. Church  

May 26, 1927 – L.H. Freeman, of Hebron, Illinois, purchases six Guernsey heifers from farm of Morse & 

Son. “I have been a breeder and dealer in high bred cows for the past 25 years. I have traveled in three 

states purchasing the best I could find, but I have never seen a herd of Guernseys equal to the herd on 

the Morse farm.” … “I want to say further to the people of Princeton that you are fortunate to have the 

privilege of getting your daily supply of milk from such a wonderful, clean, carefully tested, well fed and 

well cared for herd, and further the cleanliness of the barns, milk house and care of the milk before it 

reaches your doo step is the best I ever saw.” Also bought seven head from the famous Holstein herd of 

Kasierski Bros. farm progress business 

June 2, 1927 – City engages high school band to give weekly (Wednesday) band concerts June through 

August. entertainment 

June 9, 1927 – Rev. J.J. Stuempfig retires, leaves for Racine. He has been resident of Princeton last seven 

years and served the German Evangelical church.  religion 

June 9, 1927 – Files of 1887 – Misses Warnke & Jahnke have moved their millinery shop to the room first 

door east of Wm. Luedtke’s store….  JP Viel has purchased W.F. Viel’s interest in the lumber yard and is 

again back in the old quarters. JP sold his stock of goods previously owned by W.A. Alexander to S.M. 

Eggleston. Business History 

June 9, 1927 – Dedication planned Sunday, June 19 for new flag and flag staff at City Park. Band will play. 

Games and contests. Proceeds to benefit band and park. Plan to have Gov. Zimmerman and Senator 

Titus speak. Dinner at noon. Games, contests.  … Raises $600. 14 teams in horseshoe tourney.  … 

improvement entertainment 



June 9, 1927 – Commencement. Valedictorian Lillie Golz and salutatorian Elsie Prachel. Class includes 

Victor Yahr and Clarence Oelke. schools 

June 9, 1927 – New principal. Mr. Lang. schools 

June 9, 1927 – Three new dairy barns under construction in Green Lake County, including two in 

Princeton Township – Edward Kuehn farm and Westfield Bros. farm who doubled size of their former 

barn. Farm progress 

June 16, 1927 – Files of 1887 -  

June 16, 1927 – Obit of Mrs. W.W. (Etta Myers) Whittemore. Born in Pleasant Valley 1851. Married 

W.W. in 1872. Settled on farm east of city until 1890 when they moved to city. Two sisters survive – Mrs. 

O.L. Warren and Mrs. E.V. Long of Milwaukee. Ellen attends funeral. (daughter – Mrs. Gust Drager?) 

June 16, 1927 – Princeton can boast of one of the finest and best tennis courts in this part of the state. 

The new court has been under construction for a few weeks and is now ready for all who are interested 

in the game. Several have signified their interest in the game. Recently an organization was affected and 

officers elected. President, Dr. D.F. Hudek; vice president, Victor Gorr; Secretary, Louis Marchenkuskie; 

treasurer, Clayton Miller. Executive committee Dr. Joe Drill, Grace Ponto and Edward Seidel. sports 

June 16, 1927 – Ag teacher A.A. Petersn leaves for Blanchardville. Active in club work, cow testing 

associations, community fairs and a farm account class. Schools farm progress 

June 23, 1927 – Files of 1887 – John Yaga has moved to the rooms over Viel & Co.’s hardware store, and 

the front room of the Whittemore building he vacated has been taken possession of by Mr. N. McIntrye, 

which he is filling with pianos, organs, sewing machines, etc. … business history 

June 16, 1927 – Charles A. Lindbergh completes nonstop flight from New York to Paris. history 

June 30, 1927 – Files of 1887 – The Ringling bros. show visited Princeton Thursday. A large crowd was 

present at the afternoon performance. The show of animals was small and proving of little importance. 

It is presumed that those who bought their tickets for 25 cents were paid for the investment. history 

June 30, 1927 – The picnic and flag raising at the city park of June 19 under the auspices of the City Park 

Commission, the Band Mothers Club, the City Council and collaborating with them several organizations, 

was a great success There was a very large crowd in attendance, the program of music, speaking, games, 

tournaments, contests, were all pleasing and well carried out. … Band marched from downtown to the 

park before cafeteria luncheon served by Band Mothers. Flag staff dedicated. Geo V. Kelley is president 

of the City Park Commission. Assemblyman George O’Connor and Sol. Levitan, who came in place of the 

Governor, was introduced as the next governor of Wisconsin. “It was a day replete with good cheer, fun, 

patriotism and good fellowship. People came for miles and joined with the locals in making a very 

memorable day in history of this community. The new flag will wave to the breeze and greet all comers 

to our city form the new flag staff on all patriotic days of the calendar. The organizations of the city all 

found that they could work and pull together for two of the outstanding community interests of 

Princeton: the Princeton band and the new park.” Entertainment park improvement 

July 7, 1927 – Files of 1887 – JC Lemke and son, Emil have sold their dry goods to Warnke & Krueger. … 

business history 



July 7, 1927 – Herman Spooner re-elected at annual school meeting. Surplus of $3,600 in treasury. The 

free textbook system for the grades was adopted. … schools 

July 7, 1927 – Miss Martha Bednarek marries John Ronspies. bartel 

July 14, 1927 – Files of 1887 – Herman Warnke has vacated the saloon premises which he sold to Sam 

Corenke and moved into the Dantz residence, corner Farmer and Main streets. … business history 

July 14, 1927 – At the regular meeting of the common council held last week, Geo. V. Kelley appeared as 

one of the members of the city park commission to discuss the project of building a band stand in the 

city park. After discussing the project it was decided upon to place the matter in the hands of the park 

commission. We have since the meeting been informed that a plan has been submitted and that the 

park commission held a meeting on last Monday evening and the building of the stand will be in 

progress within a short period. The band stand will be of capacity to seat from 40 to 50 people, and the 

bottom part will be arranged that it may be used for ice cream or lemonade stand and for the housing of 

park appliances. … park improvement 

July 14, 1927 – J. P. Hotmar, hardware dealer, is engaged in remodeling the front of his store building. … 

business 

July 21, 1927 – Files of 1887 – C.D. Koeser has come among us and started a furniture store in the rooms 

of Warnke & Krueger. … The merchant Jacob Neuwald moved his family this week into rooms over 

Leighton and Mesick’s place of business. … Yagy & Son have their stock of groceries in the store of J. Pahl 

ppened. … business history 

July 28, 1927 – Files of 1887 – Amandus J. Maulick, who has been lying sick, has been moved into the 

Whittemore building, first door east of C. Piper’s restaurant. … Work commenced on the new parlor 

addition of the Congregational church last Tuesday. Assessor Eph. Mueller. F. Ellinger rents the house he 

fine house he vacates on Short street to Mr. A. F. Moser, one of our lumber and hardware merchants. … 

history 

July 28, 1927 – Story on seining carp at Green Lake. … sports 

July 28, 1927 – Last Tuesday forenoon, federal men came to this city and raided the soft drink parlors of 

Henry Stelmacheske and Edw. Sullivan, both located on the West Side. It is alleged that illicit liquor was 

found. Both Mr. Sullivan and Stelmacheske appeared before Judge D. Malcom at Green Lake that 

afternoon for a preliminary hearing and were  placed under a $500 bail. Trial will come off at a later date 

before Judge Chester Fowler. Crime politics prohibition … Stelmacheske killed in auto accident a short 

time later. Aug. 4 – Henry in company with his friend Ralph Schultz were nearing this city and when in 

the vicinity of the Andrew Dahlka farm they attempted to pass a car when in some manner their auto 

side swiped and the driver Mr. Schultz lost control of his machine. They were thrown from the road and 

parties who witnessed the accident claim their car rolled over three times and landed bottom-side up. 

Mr. Schultz was extracted from beneath the car and escaped with minor injuries. Mr. Stelmacheske was 

thrown a number of feet from the car and taken up in an unconscious condition and immediately taken 

to the home of Dr. O.P. Schnetzky. … Examination revealed a fracture at the base of the skull, 

hemorrhage of the brain and hemorrhage of the left lung. 

July 28, 1927 – Henry Grams, the garage man. business 



July 28, 1927 – Eugene Kidman veneers house on East Main street with brick. 

July 28, 1927 – The Cozy Inn is located near the Pleasant Valley Pavilion. business 

Aug. 4, 1927 – Files of 1887. History.  

Aug. 4, 1927 – Electric lines are being stretched at the Princeton cottages by the Wisconsin Power & 

Light Company and shore people are promised light some time this week. Electricity improvement 

Aug. 4, 1927 – Contractor W.A. Gorr and crew of men began work on the new band stand erected n the 

city park. The building will be a square design and when completed will add greatly toward the beauty of 

the park. … improvement 

Aug. 4, 1927 – Rozeks, Sodas went to Holy Hill at Hartford last Sunday and saw the new church which is 

under construction and will be completed in about a year from now. … Catholic religion 

Aug. 11, 1927 – files of 1887. Princeton has voted to expend $10,000 for a new school house, and 

Princeton will find it the best investment she has ever made. … It’s a pretty cool day lately if the 

thermometer don’t reach up to a hundred. The drouth still continues, and to add to the general trouble 

the wells are drying up. In the country it is a serious matter with those farmers who depend upon well 

water for their stock. History. 

Aug. 11, 1927 – Detailed, colorful baseball game coverage this season. Sports. 

Aug. 11, 1927 – Edward Bogucki is track star. From Princeton. MORE DETAIL. Sports. Dec 29 – He is 

teaching at Thorp and spends vacation in Princeton with parents. 

Aug. 11, 1927 – Saturday evening, Aug. 13, at 9 o clock, representatives of Volunteer Chemical Co., 

through the courtesy and cooperation of city officials, will conduct a public fire demonstration opposite 

the hotel in Princeton. This will be an interesting and educational feature. Farmers especially should 

witness this and see what good chemicals can do at extinguishing fires. Fire chiefs and insurances men 

thruout the country are advising all to use chemicals in the home. Fire improvement 

August 11, 1927 – Junior Agriculture clubs are same as 4-H. farm progress politics 

August 18, 1927 – St. John school picnic receipts total more than $2,500. It is estimated by many who 

were present that this event drew the largest assemblage that ever gathered at a picnic in Princeton. 

Catholic religion 

August 18, 1927 – Files of 1887 -  

August 18, 1927 – Norbert Bartol, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Bartol, is confined to the St. Agnes hospital, 

Fond du Lac, as a result of a fractured leg. Norbert was employed by the Wisconsin Power & Light 

Company at Ripon and while engaged in unloading large poles from a car, the poles began to roll, one of 

which struck him a severe blow and resulted as above stated. bartel 

Aug. 25, 1927 – Files of 1887 – School committee favors Raasch block for school. history 

Aug. 25, 1927 – Fire demonstration. A demonstration of dry chemicals was given near the hotel Saturday 

night and many favorable remarks and some orders were given at the time. All those present 

manifested much interest. An eight-foot box was painted with coal tar, then soaked with gasoline. After 



this was ignited several cans of gasoline and kerosene were thrown on, which increased the flames to an 

alarming degree. Then the chemicals were applied, and the flames were almost instantly extinguished. 

… Little do we know when we will be called upon to protect our hones against the fire fiend, the 

farmer’s greatest natural enemy. … We should at least be prepared for such an emergency with 

adequate equipment in the form of fire extinguishers. There are many kinds on the market and if you 

have none at all in your home, it is unnecessarily jeopardized. Fire improvement 

Aug. 25, 1927 – Buys dray line. In a deal consummated between Herman J. Schroeder and F.W. Schmidt, 

the former became the owner of the latter’s dray line and will take possession on Sept. 1. Mr. Schroeder 

has conducted the city dray business for Mr. Schmidt for the past several seasons.  business 

Sept. 1, 1927 – Edgar F. Lang is principal. schools 

Sept. 1, 1927 – Files of 1887 – J.H. Davidson opening law office in Mitelstaedt’s block. … JW Kohnke has 

started a shoe shop east of Graf’s harness shop. history 

Sept. 1, 1927 – Last Sunday, at the local base ball grounds, a game was annexed between a team 

composing of farm boys and a made-up team team of this city. Right from the start of the fracas it was 

plain that the city team was doomed to defeat. The farmer boys took the lead and maintained it at all 

stages of the game. Walter Frost and Walter Kuehneman did the twirling for the farmer team while Pete 

Siekierka wore the big mitt. The battery of the city team was composed of Albert Knoll and Herbert 

Wachholz and Edward Bornick on the receiving end. All connected the with the game played fine ball 

considering the fact that neither team had practiced. … The final result of the game was 17 to 11 in favor 

of the farmer team. Sports entertainment 

Sept. 1, 1927 – Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nickodem and their daughter, Mrs. Edw. Bartol, were visitors at 

Fond du Lac last Monday. bartel 

Sept. 8, 1927 - A former Princeton young lady and World war nurse was elected junior vice president of 

the Association of Blind Veterans of the World War at the annual convention of the organization held at 

Muscatine, Iowa, last week. She is Miss Olga Lichtenberg, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. William 

Lichtenberg, and the firs woman to hold office in the blind veterans organization.  … With the outbreak 

of the war, Miss Lichtenberg, a graduate nurse, went to France with Milwaukee unit No. 22 of the 

American Red Cross as a nurse and was stationed at Base Hospital No. 22 of the American Red Cross as a 

nurse and was stationed at Base Hospital No. 22 in Bordeaux, France, for eleven months. After acting as 

a city nurse in Milwaukee for a year, Miss Lichtenberg’s eyesight began to fail as an aftermath of her war 

duty. The government sent her to a hospital in Denver for treatment for three years, but her vision was 

lost entirely. – Ripon Press war 

Sept. 15, 1927 – Princeton baseball team wins 10th straight game. sports 

Sept. 15, 1927 – Quernie Rutkowski on last Sunday evening at the pavilion was taken into custody by 

Sheriff Joe E. McGee for having fine bottles of wine, one bottle of illicit liquor and two whiskey glasses 

stored in his car. He appeared before Justice H.O. Giese on last Monday and waived preliminary hearing 

and furnished a bond of $500 to appear at the next term of circuit court before Judge Fowler. Crime 

prohibition 



Sept. 15, 1927 – Files of 1887 – Otto Maulick’s barber shop is across the street from the Mittlestaedt 

building. … business history 

Sept. 15, 1927 – Stanish Lese and G.G. Krueger motored to Milwaukee last Tuesday to buy a stock of 

furniture for the store of the former. … business 

Sept. 15, 1927 – Mr. and Mrs. E. Hiestand, of Ames, Iowa, are expected there this week and will make 

this city their future home and occupy the Bednarek residence on E. Water Street. Mr and Mrs. Hiestan 

and family have for the past several years spent their summer vacation here at the cottage of A.G. 

Oelke, west shores of Green Lake. … business 

Sept. 22, 1927 – Files of 1887. The grist mill under the manipulation of Warren Bros. ad Edward Zierke is 

doing an immense business. … business history 

Sept. 22, 1927 – Band tournament with Berlin, Westfield, Wautoma and Princeton high school bands 

scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 25, at the City Park. Band stand dedication will be in evidence. Senator 

Robert LaFollette will be present and favor the audience with a speech. …. Entertainment park 

improvement 

Sept. 22, 1927 – For sale – Saloon building located on west side, also suitable for grocery and dwelling. 

Building in fine condition. Must be sold within ten days. Inquire of W.L. Stillman. business 

Sept. 22, 1927 – Dempsey-Tunney fight at City Park, Thursday evening, Sept. 22. A powerful radio 

installed by E.H Priebe will make you see, hear and feel the big fight. Band concert all evening. All come 

It’s free for all. Sports entertainment 

Sept. 22, 1927 – Edward Golz, manager of the Princeton Shipping Association, consigned a car of hogs 

belonging to the farmer near town to the Chicago market. These hogs were sold last Thursday by the 

Farmers Union Live Stock Commission, the farmer-owned and controlled sales agency at the stock yards. 

Farm progress business 

Sept. 29, 1927 – Files of 1887. Another new brick block will probably soon be erected in Princeton. 

August Swanke proposes to put up a building on the property once owned by Schmudlach. The structure 

will be some eighty feet in length, two stories high.  … business history 

Sept. 29, 1927 – Closing out sale at Radio Inn, the Andrew Schultz building vacated by Mrs. Wm. Cooper. 

Oct. 13 - Mr. and Mrs. Charles Marquardt and family have recently occupied the Andrew Schultz building 

vacated by Mrs. Wm. Cooper. Mrs. Marquardt contemplates conducting a restaurant and the sale of 

home bakery in the very near future. business 

Sept. 29, 1927 – the picnic and dedication of the new band stand at the city park last Sunday was called 

off because of the bad condition of weather. Entertainment park improvement 

Sept 29, 1927 – As a preliminary step toward the possible construction of a seven-mile stretch of 

concrete between Green Lake and Princeton on Highway 23, members of the Green Lake county 

highway commission and a committee of county business men attended a special conference with 

officials of the Wisconsin highway commission. The proposed concrete project extends from the end of 

the Lawson road at Green Lake to the Princeton city limits. … The county road proposal will be 

submitted to the county board of supervisors at the regular meeting in November. Roads progress 



Oct. 6, 1927 – Resumption of the annual Green Lake County fair in the fall of 1928 seems probable. The 

last fair was held in 1926. Bad weather conditions during the weeks of the fair held in the past few years 

together with general non-attendance plunged the association into debut to such an extent that the 

officers of the association decided to dispense with the annual exposition this fall. Entertainment 

Oct. 6, 1927 – Mrs. Eugene Thomas has recently taken up residence with her father Martin Bartel on the 

West Side. Mr. Bartol having acquired the ownership of the Mrs. Hertzke residence on Main Street. 

bartel 

Oct. 13, 1927 – Frank Giese has again become the owner of the lots located south of the stock yards and 

the pickle factory. Of late Mr. McLaughlin held ownership. The barns of the Fred Schendel estate 

property, Main Street, are being razed. Emil Klawitter became the owner of the lumber. business 

Oct. 13, 1927 – As a precaution against accidents, the Fox River bridge will be provided with guard rails 

in the near future. Bridge improvement 

Oct. 20, 1927 – Files of 1887. The big New York store, Jacob Neuwald proprietor, will open in J.E. 

Hennig’s block of May 7th. business  history 

Oct. 20, 1927 – Fire destroys garage, two cars, owned by B.J. Priske. fire 

Oct. 27, 1927 – Files of 1887 – C.M. Montgomery sold out his barber outfit rather suddenly last week 

and left the village, but where he has gone we know not. Jule Hennig purchased part of the fixtures, and 

the barber shop is now occupied by Otto Maulick.  …  Mr. L.R. Slade has commenced the manufacture of 

brooms. history 

Oct. 27, 1927 – John Lese doing better after being stuck by car near Lawsonia. Driven by George Sullivan, 

of Princeton. health 

Oct. 27, 1927 – John Shew Jr. is the owner of two monkeys which he recently purchased from a Chicago 

party at Marquette. He has them on display at his pop factory. … factory business entertainment 

Oct. 27, 1927 – Opera House showing the Tunney-Dempsey fight, 10 complete rounds, see the disputed 

knockout of the 7th round in slow motion photography. Sports entertainment 

Nov. 3, 1927 – Files of 1887 – A.F. Moser has sold his lumber yard to J.P. Viel. … business history 

Nov. 10, 1927 – Files of 1887 – L. Becker, village treasurer, has turned his shoe shop into a saloon, and 

will try that business for the time being. … H. E. Megow is now ready to do artistic work for those 

desiring anything in his line. He can now be found in his rooms over E.T. Frank’s store. … A. Carley and 

Mark Whiteman are the proprietors of the new saloon in Princeton. … business history 

Nov. 10, 1927 – J.R. Dugenske wins case against Wyse Brothers re: injury while feeding silo filler.  

Nov. 10, 1927 – New law firm J.L. Kelley enters into partnership with L.J. Krieser, of Green Bay. business 

Nov. 17, 1927 - Files of 1888 –  

Nov. 17, 1927 – The Marquardt restaurant is now ready and fully equipped to serve you. Home bakery 

will be on sale every day special orders for bakery will be taken care of, and meals will be served. The 



name of the restaurant has been changed from Radio Inn to “Lunchette,” opposite the Opera House. … 

Ad – Opposite American House. business 

Nov. 17, 1927 – Wisconsin Power & Light lists taxes paid to city, county, state. Improvement business 

Nov. 24, 1927 – Files of 1888.  

Nov. 24, 1927 – Dump on Dumdey property. business 

Dec. 1, 1927 – Files of 1888 – August Ponto having purchased the Schiefelbein title to the property 

corner of Water and Pearl streets. August runs the saloon, and Schiefelbein moves into Sam Erbe’s 

residence on the West side. … business history 

Dec. 1, 1927 – A business deal was recently consummated between Mr. J.E. Hennig and Mrs. Gustaf 

Sommerfeldt whereby the latter took over the ownership of the former’s building occupied for the past 

number of years as a millinery establishment. Mrs. Sommerfeldt purchased the building for her son 

Edward Kalick who will in the near future take possession and open a barber shop. … business 

Dec. 1, 1927 – The County Board of Supervisors of Green Lake Count at their recent meeting voted an 

appropriation ($375) for the purchase of iodine tablets to be used as a preventative for goiter. Green 

Lake County is in a region known as the goiter belt. In this territory the soils are lacking in this element, 

iodine. The people living in this region do not receive a sufficient amount of iodine in their food to 

properly feed the body. Lack of iodine in the body causes an enlargement of the thyroid gland, which is 

commonly known as goiter. health 

Dec. 1, 1927 – County board - proposal to concrete highway 23 and 73 from the west end of the 

Lawsonia road to Princeton which would make it a continuous concrete bed from Ripon to Princeton. 

This proposition, however, because of lack of funds, was set aside until 1929. … roads progress 

Dec. 8, 1927 – At a meeting of the common council last Tuesday evening, a bounty of 10 cents each for 

every rat killed in the city was voted upon. The time set is from the date of this issue to Dec. 31. The tail 

only of the rat must be produced to the street commissioner, who will give an order to the city clerk 

who in turn will issue a voucher in payment. Improvement health 

Dec. 8, 1927 – Files of 1888. J.H. Davidson, of Princeton, was nominated by acclamation for District 

Attorney. As is well known as a rising young lawyer. He is a graduate of the Albany, New York law school, 

class of ’84, and was president of a class of about 60 members, hailing from every state of the Union. 

history 

Dec. 8, 1927 – Edward Kalick and friends drive to Milwaukee, where he purchases his barber shop 

supply. business 

Dec. 8, 1927 – Ad for Fred Siepert harness shop. business 

Dec. 15, 1927 – Dr. and Mrs. D.F Hudek, residents of this city for the past several years, left for their 

newly chosen home at Bloomer, Wisconsin, last Monday afternoon and where he will be connected in 

his profession with Dr. W.H. Fortner. Dr. Weber, of Viola, this state, came here last Wednesday to 

succeed Dr. Hudek. … business 



Dec. 15, 1927 – Files of 1888. The steamer Ellen Hardy has been completely dismantled of her cabins, 

deck, boiler and engine. … Martin Manthey is about opening up a stock of staple groceries in the Warnke 

& Zauft room, years ago occupied by Carman & Green. … business history 

Dec. 15, 1927 – Water street nearly impassable for two days due to snow. Weather health 

Dec. 15, 1927 – Gustav Teske Sr. suffers paralytic stroke. Passes away Wednesday afternoon. history 

Dec. 22, 1927 -A large Christmas tree has been placed in the square on Water street near the American 

House and was decorated Sunday afternoon by the American Legion boys with electric lights and various 

tree decorations. The tree is about 30 feet in height and presents a beautiful appearance. The tree was 

lighted up last Monday evening for the first time and the lighting will continue to the New Year. 

entertainment 

Dec. 22, 1927 – Long obit for Gustav Teske Sr., 87. In 1861 he bought a farm and in 1866 moved to 

Princeton and engaged in the mercantile business. Business history 

Dec. 22, 1927 – Fifty years ago last week, Dec. 13, the contract for building the iron bridge across the Fox 

river at Princeton was awarded to F.B. Illsley & Co. of Milwaukee for $6,450. – Milwaukee Sentinel. 

History 

Dec. 29, 1927 – The consignment of iodine tablets for goiter prevention in Green Lake county has 

arrived. The county superintendent will distribute them to all the schools, and teachers will see that 

they are given to all children whose parents request them once each week. health 

Dec. 29, 1927 – Files of 1888. H.H. Harmon has purchased C.D. Koeser’s stock of furniture. … business 

history 

Dec. 29, 1927 – Joe Nickodem, employed at the Chicago post office, was an arrival last week and is 

spending his vacation with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nickodem. It will be remembered that Joe 

was struck by a stray bullet a number of weeks ago while a bystander at a shooting fray. He is getting on 

very nicely. Joe is employed at the Chicago post office. Bartel 

1928 

Jan. 5, 1928 – Files of 1888 – history.  

Jan. 5, 1928 – Frank Nowak and wife die, but not our Novaks. 

Jan. 5, 1928 – A deal was recently transacted between W.J. Kiesow and Madison and Werner whereby 

the latter two became the owners of the former’s cheese factory located on Fulton street. The new 

owners, we are informed, contemplate the installation of a new creamery outfit in addition to their 

cheese outfit and will be prepared to ship milk and cream. They will manufacture cheese and butter, and 

highest market prices will be paid to farmers for milk. Mr. Madison is an excellent butter maker while 

Mr. Werner has had a number of years in making cheese. … Business factory 

Jan. 12, 1928 – Files of 1888 – history. The Lowe homestead on Block O has fallen into the hands of Dave 

Tassler, who will commence improving the badly run-down property. history 

Jan. 12, 1928 – Legion Auxiliary votes to purchase playground equipment for the City Park. improvement 



Jan. 12, 1928 – When Judge Chester Fowler opens the January term of Circuit Court at Green Lake on 

Monday, Jan. 16, the first task confronting the jury will be the disposition of 19 cases in which the state 

is plaintiff and the defendants are charged with violation of the Wisconsin statutes. Of the cases on the 

lengthy criminal calendar, one of the longest in Green Lake County for several years, eight have to do 

with alleged violation of the state prohibition act: Edward Sullivan, Harley Akre (two cases), Louis 

Deibert, Frank Tuebner, Alfred Freeman, Querine Rutkowski. Jan. 19 – all found guilty and fined $100. 

Rutkowski will appeal.  Crime prohibition progress politics 

Jan. 12, 1928 – Paul Ladwig has recently installed in his restaurant a new soda water fountain. It is an 

outfit of the very latest design and is a fine improvement to his place of business.  … business 

Jan. 19, 1928 – Files of 1888 – history. Ringling Bros. 5 united Monster shows coming to Princeton on 

Thursday, May 12. The most popular show on earth Admission 25 cents. … The Neepenauk club will have 

a three-seated carriage for their guests this season. history 

Jan. 19, 1928 – George Sullivan and Dale Long found guilty and ordered to pay $250 each to John Lese 

for injuries. … crime 

Jan. 19, 1928 – In a deal recently transacted between Irwin Schultz and Percy Berndt the latter takes 

over the soft drink parlor of the former located in the Buckhorn building. Mr. Berndt who comes here 

from Ripon will take possession in the very near future. business 

Jan. 26, 1928 – Files of 1888 – history. Fred Schendel is making additional room in the rear of his hotel 

by adding a large sized edifice of stone and brick. … history 

Jan. 26, 1928 – That Princeton and its surrounding vicinity plays quite an important part in the line of 

dairy cows is evidenced by the fact by the amount of milch cows, full bloods and grades, shipped from 

this station the last eight months. In a conversation with George Merrill, who has bought to a 

considerable extent for L.H. Freeman of late, informed us recently that they shipped 21 car load since 

last May, making the total sum of high grade cattle about 450 head. Most of the cattle were shipped 

into the state of Illinois. Farm progress 

Feb. 2, 1928 – Files of 1888 –  

Feb. 2, 1928 – Silas Eggleston passes. 92. In Princeton 72 years. history 

Feb. 2, 1928 – William Huenerberg is making arrangements for the erection of a filling and car washing 

station on Fulton Street, directly north of the Princeton Chick Hatchery. business 

Feb. 9, 1928 – Files of 1888 – John Warnke sold out his interest in the dry goods business of Warnke & 

Krueger to Mr. Eph. Mueller. Mr. Mueller, or probably his son Erich, entering into partnership with Mr. 

Krueger. … business history 

Feb. 9, 1928 – Chamber of commerce discusses need for rest room in city, concrete for Princeton-Green 

Lake Road in 1929, booster Fair Day. improvement 

Feb. 9, 1928 – In a deal recently made between Hardell & Sommerfeldt, the former became the sole 

owner of the furniture store at Montello. Mr. Sommerfeldt, we are informed, will conduct the filling 

station, which he became the owner of, at Montello. business 



Feb. 16, 1928 – Files of 1888.  

Feb. 16, 1928 – All concrete stadium at UW by next fall. sports 

Feb. 16, 1928 – Martin Bartol and son Walter motored to Berlin last Friday and attended the funeral of 

the former’s sister, Mrs. Tuschinski. Mrs. Tuschinski will be remembered as a former Princeton resident. 

bartel 

Feb. 23, 1928 – Files of 1888.  

Feb. 23, 1928 – Erich Mueller posts notice that he has “decided to dispose of my real estate on Water 

street, known as the Gard Green block. I will sell same in parts as follows: No 1. The three rooms 

occupied by Dreblow and Krizinske. No. 2. The two stores known as the Priske paint shop and the ice 

cream station. No 3. The building occupied by Wm. Schroeder hardware store. Also will sell the building 

occupied by Frank Moore furniture store. Prices and terms of payment can be arranged to suit buyer. 

business 

March 1, 1928 – Files of 1888. Just east f the depot John Warnke is erecting another freight house. … 

Mr. A. Carley, having disposed of his interest in the saloon business, will soon open up a restaurant 

business in the rooms occupied by Mrs. Noster. … business history 

March 1, 1928 – Sixteen Green Lake County dairy herds, belonging to members of the Green Lake and 

Markesan Cow Testing Association in 1926, qualified for the National Dairy Association Honor Roll (for 

herds that averaged above 300 pounds of butterfat in one season of production. Group includes Mace 

Morse, Westfield Bros., Edward F. Kuehn and Kasierski Bros., of Princeton. Farm progress 

March 1, 1928 - Common council on Feb. 28 orders all dogs within city limits be immediately muzzled or 

confined in such manner as to prevent biting or infecting any person or animal up to April 15 to control 

rabies. $100 fine. If owner of any dog found at large cannot be found, any police officer or his assistant 

shall immediately kill the dog. Improvement health 

March 1, 1928 – There is a Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bartel family with kids Isabelle and Harold. 

March 1, 1928 – Louie Menge leaves for Milwaukee to work as superintendent of the show crew at a 

garage on the south side. He has been in the employment of the E.H. Priebe garage for the past several 

years. … business 

March 8, 1928 – Wm. A. Keys passes in Juneau. Services in Fond du Lac. Served as game warden for 11 

years. history 

March 8, 1928 – Files of 1888. M. Manthey & Son shipped large quantities of butter and eggs to 

northern Wisconsin.  … The finest fishing grounds in the state is right here in Princeton.  … Will 

Whittemore has purchased a little two horse-power engine to drive a pleasure and hunting boat of 

which he is the owner. Will is bound to make life on the raging Fox one round of pleasure. History. 

March 8, 1928 – Annual band concert will be held March 15 at the Opera House. “The Band Mothers 

club has worked hard and efficiently to give Princeton and community a band of which every resident 

can be proud. They have held bake sales, entertainments and contributed of their time and money so 

the band would be provided with music, caps and uniforms. … The band has been in existence one year 



and 4 months.  … March 22 – The band made a fine appearance in their new uniforms whjch were 

recently purchased for them by the Band Mothers club. School band entertainment 

March 8, 1928 – Legion Auxiliary projects include beautifying the highways and mill ditch and using our 

supply shelf of clothing for the city’s needy ones. … improvement 

March 8, 1928 – Princeton organizing ball team for 1928, but Winnebago league, of which Princeton was 

a member last season, has already been organized several weeks ago and is composed of six teams, 

namely, Oshkosh, Redgranite, Waukau, Berlin, N. Fond du Lac and Omro. League will meet March 22 and 

decide whether to add Princeton. March 29 – Princeton joins league along with a second Oshkosh team. 

sports 

March 8, 1928 – Lynn Merrill is postmaster. Politics 

March 8, 1928 – Chamber of commerce talks with representatives of a stove manufacturing firm in 

Milwaukee about locating in Princeton. March 22 – A manufacturer of an electric stove was present at 

this meeting (March 12) and gave a demonstration of his product. He proposes to locate in Princeton for 

the manufacture of his ware if the city will raise the sum of $40,000, said sum it will require to purchase 

various machinery and stock. The project for a Community Hall again came up for discussion. … Factory 

business 

March 15, 1928 – Skat club hosts tournament. entertainment 

March 22, 1928 – Princeton is one of 10 cities in state with no bonded indebtedness. … improvement 

March 22, 1928 – Meeting called March 22 at City Hall to discuss building a bean canning factory in 

Princeton. March 29 – It was stated that an institution of this nature would require the sum of about 

$15,000 while others were of the opinion that at least $25,000 would have to be raised. Committee was 

appointed to take a trip to Seymour, where a factory of this kind is located, and get definite information 

relative the cost of constructing a building, machinery, and cost of conducting the business, etc. … 

factory 

March 29, 1928 – Local oratorical and declamatory contest held at Opera House. In the declamatory 

contest, Irene Bartol took first and Irma Weinkauf second. In the oratorical contest, Merrill Kidman first 

and Kenneth Roberts second. … schools 

March 29, 1928 – R.G. Wachholtz & Son, undertakers, wish to announce that they have recently 

completed and furnished their new funeral home, which is one of the finest in this part of the state. This 

home has a home-like chapel with an organ and a seating capacity of about 175 for the use of their 

patrons and the trade. … business 

March 29, 1928 – The boys and girls of the towns of Princeton and St. Marie and the city of Princeton 

will meet at the high school at 1:30 on Friday, March 30th to reorganize and elect officers for the 1928 4-

H club. … schools farm progress 

March 29, 1928 – Files of 1888.  

April 5, 1928 – In a deal transacted last week between Walter Kiesow and Irwin Schultz, the former 

became owner of the latter’s soft drink parlor located in the Buckhorn building.  … business 



April 5, 1928 – Father Joseph Chylewski, former pastor at St. John’s, dies on March 24. 52. Was pastor 

here for eight years. Left in 1923 for Milwaukee where he took the professorship of a large educational 

Catholic institution. … religion 

April 5, 1928 – Miss Theresa Novak, teacher at Eldorado, was an arrival last Friday evening and visited at 

the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak, and family. … bartel 

April 5, 1928 – Moving picture show and big vaudeville act at Opera House. … entertainment 

April 12, 1928 – Files of 1888 – Haggerty vs. Zelinske fight. 

April 19, 1928 – Julius F. Rimpler passes. 84. Came to Princeton in 1860. GAR veteran. … history 

April 19, 1928 – Legion Hall was filled to almost capacity. Tuesday evening, April 10, united meeting of 

the Chamber of Commerce and the Princeton Rod & Gun Club. Chairman Wm. Mauthe of the State 

Conservation Commission, who was present, was introduced by Supt. G. V. Kelley and delivered as fine 

as well as interesting address on conservation. He said for many years the conservation commission was 

a political football. Commissioners and game wardens were appointed based on what they could do for 

the party or faction in power. “I have never been able to discover any reason why the business of the 

conservation commission can not be transacted on the same business basis which prevails in private 

affairs and every one of the commission’s employees will be compelled to refrain from any political 

activity except those personal political privileges which are guaranteed to him under the Constitution.” 

… sports 

April 19, 1928 – Rabies scare in Green Lake, also on Neshkoro-Princeton road. “h.O. Giese, chairman of 

the county board, received a communication from the State Health Department advising him that the 

rabies situation in Green Lake county is a serious matter and urged upon Mr. Giese to call special session 

of the county board to devise means to prevent the spread of the disease. … health 

April 19, 1928 – W.F. Huenerberg and sons are engaged in the erection of their filling station on Fulton 

street near the Princeton Chick Hatchery. … business 

April 19. 1928 – John Kalupa and crew of men are busily engaged in making arrangements for a filling 

station on the southeast corner of Main and Second streets. The main building now occupying the 

corner and used for a grocery store will be moved in the extreme rear of the lot to make room for the 

station. The new station will be built of red brick, will be modern in design and fitted with a rest room. 

The east wing of the old Messing building will be remodeled and transformed into a grocery store, while 

that part of the building moved back will be utilized for a garage. Mr. Kalupa has engaged the services of 

contractor August Arndt of Markesan to do the carpenter and mason work. … business 

April 19, 1928 – A number of ball players of Menasha motored here last Sunday afternoon with the view 

of joining the Princeton team this season.  … sports 

April 26, 1928 – Carlton Kinkel passes barber exam in Fond du Lac and receives his certificate of master 

barber. … business 

April 26, 1928 – The Woman’s club and the Legion Auxiliary have done themselves proud in the spirit 

and actual doing of a philanthropic broad gauged act in purchasing pieces of playground equipment that 

was installed in the park last week. It shows a generous spirit and stamps each organization as having at 



heart a human interest in the welfare of our city and community. … The city park board are indeed 

pleased with the large and generous interest manifested. It is a real contribution to our young and fast- 

growing City Park. The board as well as the people of the city appreciate the gifts and know that real 

satisfaction will come to each one of the part they have in bringing these things in the reach of the boys 

and girls to fill their hearts with joy, build up their health and make for better team work among them in 

the hours of recreation. The large merry-go-round was given by the Woman’s club and the incline slide 

by the Legion Auxiliary. Since their installation large crowds of young people have visited the park and 

enjoyed hours of fun together on these fascinating and substantial pieces of playground equipment. The 

Woman’s Progressive club have ordered other pieces of park equipment for play and as soon as it is 

installed proper mention will be made of these additions in these columns. The park board invites the 

cooperation of the public in building for the city a park of which all can be proud. … improvement park 

April 26, 1928 – Notice is herby given that every owner of a dog in the Town of St. Marie is required to 

keep same on their premises and muzzled. Any dog running at large may be killed by any person. … 

health 

April 26, 1928 – Fred Schewe Nurseries, Princeton, Wis. … business 

May 3, 1928 – Files of 1888. The firm of Warnke & Krueger has been dissolved by J.F. Warnke retiring, 

and a new copartnership formed by G.J. Krueger and Erich Mueller, under the name of Krueger & 

Mueller. … business history 

May 3, 1928 – Park commission – Geo. V. Kelley, A.H. Rimpler, Fred Schewe, Henry Bierman, H.E. 

Knutzen. … improvement 

May 3, 1928 – Maryann Bartol, daughter of Leo, marries Stanley Mashuda. Wedding march played by 

Sister Masyea.  …  

May 10, 1928 – Files of 1888 -  

May 10, 1928 – Princeton has the strongest team this season ever organized in this city and we predict 

they will make an excellent showing in the league standing when the season is ended. (?, first) Giese, 

(Alex? “Smiley” shortstop) Nickodem and (Harry, centerfielder) Powell, the old reliables, are again in the 

game. The balance of players are, four from Neenah, one from Menasha, one from Wautoma, one of 

Green Lake and one from Montello. … sports 

May 10, 1928 – Park rules – Kids must leave by 9 p.m. unless special program. No autos or teams 

allowed to drive in the park. Parking is now provided on the west, north and east sides along the edge of 

the park. Players using the tennis court shall use tennis shoes. …park improvement 

May 10, 1928 – For sale – Pulverized lime at the Ignatz Bartol farm. Henry Bartol, Princeton, Wis. … farm 

progress 

May 17, 1928 – Join the Princeton Tennis Club. See Clayton Miller. … sports 

May 17, 1928 – A benefit dance for the Princeton base ball team will be given at Ye Old Hay Loft, White 

Lake Beach, Tuesday, May 22. … sports 



May 24, 1928 – All those having signed for acreage to grow string beans are informed that the seed may 

be had at the Fred Nickodem store. Also any one else wishing to sign up to raise string beans can do so 

by calling Julius W. Kohnke.  … farm progress 

May 24. 1928 – Mrs. Charles Demell recently sold her property to B.J. Priske. The present renters, Frank 

Jezeske and Frank Pasierszek, the later conducting a barber shop, will remain in the building. We are 

informed that the building will be provided with a new front in the near future. … business 

May 31, 1928 – A class of twenty will be graduated from PHS at the commencement exercises to be held 

at the Opera House this evening May 31. Ida Schwark, salutatorian; Ruth Knaack, valedictorian. … 

schools 

May 31, 1928 – Files of 1888 –  

June 7, 1928 – The City Park Commission have set Saturday, June 9, as Flower Day for our new City Park. 

The Park Commission kindly ask each resident of our city to present or give to the park one plant to be 

planted Saturday afternoon in the new semi-circular flower beds around the beautiful new arches 

erected this last week. … park improvement 

June 7, 1928 – G. Teske & Sons. … business 

June 14, 1928 – A merry-go-round will visit Princeton in the near future and remain here for a period of 

about a week. … entertainment 

June 21, 1928 – Bad weather dampens big community picnic at City Park. Three bands. Speaker. 

Refreshments. Band Mothers club.  Dinner and supper. Games, contests, etc. Will sponsor a big 4th at 

the park. … The picnic sponsored at the City Park last Sunday drew only a small audience, due to the 

continued rain threat throughout the day. Yet those who were present enjoyed the occasion. A fine 

cafeteria dinner was served by the Band Mothers club and several hundred people took advantage of 

the luscious meal served. The Wautoma, Berlin and Princeton high school bands were presented and 

furnished delightful music for several hours. The tennis and horseshoe tournaments were abandoned. 

The proceeds of the day were $240. Arrangements are being made to continue the picnic on July 4th.” … 

improvement entertainment 

June 28, 1928 – Files of 1889 – Warren Bros. & Zierke have started the engine, and their mill is now 

propelled by steam power.  … business history 

June 28, 1928 – Edward Boguski invited to the ninth Olympics trials, which will be held at the California 

coliseum June 16. Good bio background. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Boguski. … Edward Boguski, 

whose sprinting ability was developed at the Oshkosh State Teachers College, may be one of  the 

runners to represent the United States in the Olympics this summer at Amsterdam, Holland. The former 

Oshkosh athlete has been invited to participate in the ninth Olympics trials, which will be held at the 

California Coliseum June 16. That meet will attract the best sprinters in the west, including such 

amateurs as Charles Paddock, present dash champion of the work, and Charles Borah. Unofficially, 

Boguski holds the world record of the 100-yard dash. On May 8 of this year he ran the century race in 

:095 seconds, breaking the official world record by one-tenth of a second. Boguski was the star dash 

man of the Oshkosh college track team for three years. He established many records in the dash events, 

including a new 100-yard dash mark for the Normal conference. The former Oshkosh athlete has 



registered signal success at Thorpe, Wisconsin, coaching cross-country, basketball and track. … Edward is 

a Princeton boy and a graduate of our local high school. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Boguski.   

Sports 

June 28, 1928 – Gasoline-driven motor coaches are being used on this line since last Monday afternoon. 

The new equipment replaces steam trains No. 33 and 16 on the Marshfield line. The first of the new 

cars, No. 33. Passed through here on June 25, at 12:28 p.m. going to Marshfield. The new motor coaches 

contain compartments for the equipment, express, mail and baggage. The passengers ride in a travelers 

coach which are somewhat larger than the regular steam-train coaches. They contain a smoking 

compartment with accommodations for twenty persons and a general compartment with room for fifty 

passengers. The motor car will haul one or two trailers depending upon the traffic demands. The regular 

steam-train schedule will be maintained by the new motor-driven cars, it was said. Use of the motor-

driven equipment is expected to become quite general on the North Western system, since the cost of 

operation is much lower than for steam trains. A conductor and engineer are the only persons in charge 

of the new train. … railroad improvement 

June 28, 1928 – Geo. V. Kelley outlines 18 requirements for county education program. A person, other 

than teacher, to build fire each morning. In another article on county school board convention, new 

equalization law discussed. … schools 

June 28, 1928 – The new filling station, one of the most modern and up-to-date in this section, named  

First and Last Chance,” located on West Side of river, is completed and will hold its opening on July 1. 

With ever five gallons of gasoline, you may have your choice of either one gallon of gasoline or one 

quarter of oil free. The station will be under the control and management of A.A. Sommerfeldt after the 

first day of July. – John Kalupa. … business 

July 5, 1928 – Long article about baseball loss. Then, another note - Princeton files formal protest over 

loss July 1 to the Oshkosh Paine team. Illegal player and incompetent or prejudiced umpire. … sports 

July 5, 1928 – Files of 1889. Frank Mueller passes pharmacist exam. … The buildings on the Messing 

corner (southwest, Water and Pearl) are to be moved a few inches to the east in order to give room for 

Swanke’s new buildings, those ancient habitations have been moved a little over the line. … John Hennig 

has purchased the west half of the Demell (Wright) block on Water street. Consideration $1,550. … 

business history 

July 5, 1928 – Mr. Trainor of New Lisbon, came here last Tuesday looking over the city in view of locating 

here. Mr. Trainor is a game warden and was sent here by the state to look over the field. … sports 

… Bartel, business 

July 5, 1928 – Common council at their special meeting on last Thursday granted following a permit to 

conduct a soft drink parlor: John Naperalla, Louis Miller, M.M. Bednarek, Norbert Klawitter, Victor Drill, 

Leo Schewe, Stanish Hoffman, Walter Kiesow, Stanish Soda. William Schwenzer and William Knaack a 

permit was granted to conduct a pool and billiard hall. … business 

July 12, 1928 – Files of 1889 –  

July 12, 1928 – There will be a mass meeting at the Opera House on Friday evening, July 13, at 8 o’clock 

for the celebration of Home Coming. … entertainment 



July 12, 1928 – candidate for Republican nomination for governor … Princeton stages unique celebration 

with Walter July 5, 1928 – Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Hyde, of Ripon, were arrivals last week and are residents 

of this city. Mr. Hyde has taken over the Schalow filling station and will conduct same in the future. They 

have taken up their residence in the late G.J. Krueger home. Kohler as Day’s Speaker: With weather 

conditions favorable and a crowd of at least 3,000 attending, a Fourth of July celebration of real merit 

was sponsored on Wednesday of last week in the Princeton City Park. The park board and Band Mothers 

club were in charge and worked faithfully to make the day one long to be remembered. Although plenty 

of band music, games, contests and a variety of entertainment filled the day, the greatest attraction was 

Walter J. Kohler, of Kohler, in his Ryan cabin monoplane and his address from the bandstand at 2 

o’clock.  …  Lt. Werner O. Bunge, recently serving with the U.S. Army, is official pilot of the “Village of 

Kohler” … in which the party flew here. The machine is a sister ship to Col. Charles A. Lindbergh’s “Spirit 

of St. Louis,” with the exception that it has a four-passenger cabin besides the pilot. “I am not here to 

make a political speech,” Mr. Kohler declared. “I feel the day should be dedicated to other purposes. … 

It is appropriate on the anniversary of this historic day, I believe, that we give some consideration to the 

question of good citizenship and good government. Only one-half of the persons qualified to vote 

actually cast their ballots, and since majority of those voting carries an election, our government really is 

governed by officials elected by a minority of the electorate. It is a sad reflection on the ideals conceived 

by our forefathers that we do not all accept our obligation and go to the polls. … I would not attempt to 

advise you whom to vote for, but would urge most strongly that you vote. … “ Mr. Kohler won a big 

hand from the women present when he paid tribute to their judgment in elections. “I have great faith in 

the women of America,” he asserted. “They were given the ballot. Thank heaven! And I know they are 

interested in the higher things of life and their influence on good government is invaluable.” Praised 

how Calvin Coolidge has run the business of the country. He was introduced by George V. Kelley, county 

superintendent of schools and chairman of the celebration committee, as “a man who by his own 

industry, perseverance and will, in cooperation with his fellow men, has build an industry and a village of 

which Wisconsin is proud.”  The platform included a Who’s Who of Princeton’s elite: Mayor W.A. Gorr; 

Assemblyman Geo. O’Connor; R.W. Peterson, Green Lake County district attorney; Rev. A.G. Hoyer, St. 

John’s Lutheran Church; J.E. Hennig, ex-postmaster; Editor A.H. Rimpler; attorney Philip Lehner, 

president of the school board; H.O. Giese, chairman of the county board; H.A. Megow, president of the 

chamber of commerce; G.J. Knaack, president of the Rod and Gun Club; R.H. Miller, cigar manufacturer; 

L.L. Merrill, postmaster; H.O. Teske, alderman; Ernst Weber, band master; Prof. M.F. Militzer, of 

Lutheran School; H.A. Miller, cashier of Farmers-Merchants National Bank; and Henry Bierman, park 

board member. “Mr. Kohler evidence much interest in the Princeton High school band, which played 

following his address. He told the youthful musicians how he once played a drum and fife in a band, and 

invited the members with their parents to visit Kohler Village as his guests.” … Geo. V. Kelly is president 

of the park board and the prime mover in obtaining the city’s splendid park grounds. The project was 

started about three years ago and is making fine headway. Other members of park board are Bierman, 

Rimpler, Fred Schewe and H.E. Knutzen. … The band mothers club is a unique organization in this city. 

Money obtained from the celebration will be used for the park. Both moving and still pictures of the 

band and Band Mothers club were taken by the Kohler photographer during the afternoon. … The flight 

from Princeton to Kohler is 83 miles and was made in an hour. The landing field is just across the street 

from the city park. After the speech and pictures taken by the Kohler photographer and a general 

mingling with the crowd, the party took off for Kohler and after circling gracefully over the city, the 

plane made off for home and was soon lost to view in the sky like a great bird. … The Band Mothers 



served a luncheon at noon and the afternoon was given to games, athletic contests, music by band, air 

demonstrations, speeches. In the evening a large crowd returned for fireworks. It was a big day and 

gross returns at the park was nearly $1,000. … politics improvement entertainment 

July 19, 1928 – Princeton people visit candidate. Motorcade comprises 25 cars. Princeton boosters for 

walter Kohler for governor got an early start Thursday morning on their journey to Kohler to extend 

greetings to the candidate and arrived at the city limits of Fond du Lac at about 8 o’clock a.m. Upon the 

arrival at Fond du Lac, the motorcade was met by motorcycle police to escort them to Main and 

Sheboygan streets where a short concert was given by the Princeton High School band. Mayor George 

W. Watson made a brief address of welcome, assuring the visitors that they were free to toot their 

horns as much as they choose. At 8:30 the party comprising of about 150 Princeton people left Fond du 

Lac on their way to Kohler were headed by two Fond du Lac traffic cops who headed the parade to Eden 

on highway 55. Upon arriving at Kohler, the crowd was invited to register in the main office building, 

which is handsomely decorated with fine mural paintings depicting the work done in the Kohler plant, 

and one of the chief officials explained their meaning and extended a welcome. Mr. Kohler, himself, 

appeared on the balcony on the second floor and spoke briefly to his guests. Later flying in his plane to 

Racine to deliver an address before the Kiwanis club. Then the crowd divided into groups of 12 and 

taken through the Kohler plant which has several large factory buildings, some of them six stories high. 

Twenty-five guides dressed in uniform, piloted the crowd in good order and without confusion. They 

were shown all the processes of applying porcelain and its manufacture. The plant employs 3,500 

workmen and the buildings cover a number of acres of land. The tour of the plant required about one 

and one-half hours. Music was the next event of the morning, with the Kohler band of 70 pieces playing 

a number of selections, followed by the Princeton High School band of 40 pieces, and finally playing by 

the two organizations in mass formation. The concert took place in front of the American club, where, at 

1:30, a four-course dinner was served to the crowd with plenty of waiters to take care of them quickly. 

The club dining room has a seating capacity of 400. Al Kross, as master of ceremonies and Mr. Kohler’s 

right-hand man, had charge of the day’s entertainment and saw to it that everybody enjoyed 

themselves and made to feel at home. There were several talks during the dinner hour. … All were along 

political lines and assured Mr. Kohler that they were strong for him. … Just as the crowd was leaving the 

dining hall Mr. Kohler flew from Racine and invited the guests to the Kohler airport, where there are two 

planes, one of which was used by Lt. Werner O. Bunze in given a thrilling demonstration of stunt flying. 

Then followed a tour of the village with its model homes, beautiful boulevards and streets, parks and 

perfectly kept lawns with shrubbery and flowers in abundance. … The most delightful and personal part 

of the tour of Kohler village was the visit of Mr. Kohler’s beautiful and palatial residence located on the 

edge of Kohler and overlooking the Sheboygan river. … Those who love horse-flesh were given a treat 

and demonstration by a group of jockeys riding thoroughbred Kentucky horses, a hobby with Mr. Kohler. 

Hurdle jumping, fancy trick riding and various games on horseback were features on the demonstration 

staged on a great field some distance from the home. … Mrs. Kohler, assisted by two of Mrs. Kohler’s 

sisters as hostesses, served the delegation to light refreshments of punch, wafers, cookies and cigars. 

This was a delightful respite and put the crowd at ease in the fine mansion.  …  Mrs. Kohler endeared 

herself to the Princeton people by her gracious and friendly manner.  … Banners bedecked every car and 

a large bus making the trip to Kohler. “We’re all for Kohler” said the signs, which in addition to flags, 

attracted attention to the motor caravan as it sped along its way. Everybody was in holiday spirit, and all 

surely had a holiday time. … politics improvement entertainment 



July 19, 1928 – Files of 1889 –  

July 19, 1928 – U.S. Senator La Follette visited Princeton last Friday evening (July 13) and spoke before 

one of the largest assemblages ever gathered in this city on a similar occasion. Shortly before the speech 

the Princeton High School band rendered several delightful musical numbers after which the speaker 

appeared and was introduced by Atty. Philip Lehner. The event taking place on Water street. … 

Approximately two thirds of the senator’s time was given over to the power industry. He made it clear 

from the outset that he stood for government control and public ownership of electric power 

production and distribution systems, and as an alternative he pictured the power monopoly seizing 

control and government and making it do its bidding. … politics 

July 26, 1928 – Files of 1889. A new butcher shop is being opened in the Berger building.  … business 

history 

July 26, 1928 – Andrew Schultz, who has been in the monumental business in this city for the past 

number of years, disposed of his business the latter part of last week. K. Fish is the new owner. The new 

comer has been in this business for several years at Owen, Wis. … business 

July 26, 1928 – Rose Yasick hit by lightning. … health 

July 26, 1928 – In a deal consummated last week Friday between Mrs. Herman Warnke and Dickenson 

Bros, of Bloomer, Wis., the latter took over the ownership of the Warnke building now occupied by the 

K. Manthey gents furnishing store, C. Kinkel tailor shop and G. Radtke, cobbler. Dickinson Bros.,, we are 

informed, will arrange the building for a garage and will deal in automobiles and will take possession in 

the very near future. … business 

July 26, 1928 – Strong couple at Opera House. Exhibiting greater strength than most “strong men,” Mrs. 

Mary Maksymiak rivals all her husband’s Wladyslaw Maksymiak with whom she is going to give a two-

hour performance at the Opera House next Monday evening, July 30, for the benefit of the St. John’s 

Catholic church in ability to perform unusual strength stunts. … The pair is booked as the strongest man 

and woman in the world. Like her husband Mrs. Maksymiak lifts all kinds of heavy weights, holds a 

2,000-pound platform, bends thick iron bars, executes different ornaments from steel, bends heavy 

spikes, bends iron with her teeth, curls iron bracelets around her wrist, lifts three persons from the 

audience, shows ways of developing muscle power and several athletic stunts. Mr. Mayskmiak won 

fame as an athlete, wrestler and boxer in Poland and holds the heavyweight wrestling championship of 

that country. Despite his weight, he tips the scale at 265 pounds. Mr. Maksymiak is fast on his feet and 

knows how to land a punch carrying his entire weight and so he has also attained proficiency as a boxer. 

Besides the strength exhibition, Mr. Maksymiak will give a short talk on physical culture and to build up 

the various muscles of the body. … sports entertainment 

July 26, 1928 – Bean season opens. Farmers and city people have pledged tracts of land for the season 

production of string beans are anticipating a bumper crop this season. If weather conditions remain as 

favorable in the future as it has in the past, the crop will be a record breaker. Many of the beans have 

grown to maturity within the last few days and growers began to haul them here in trucks last Monday. 

Julius Kohnke, who has taken over the management for this section, has engaged rooms in the Erich 

Mueller building on Water street where the beans are weighted and recorded and later shipped to 

Berlin for canning. About 25 women and girls are employed in snipping and cutting the beans brought to 



this station. From all indications, this business will be carried on for the next several weeks. … farm 

progress 

July 26, 1928 – Herman Lambrecht, of Ripon, came here last Monday to assist H.E. Krueger in the 

implement business. … business 

August 2, 1928 – Princeton loses 2nd straight. Princeton has been the “goat” in at least three games thus 

far this season and each and every one of these cost us a game. … sports 

August 2, 1928 – Lewis Finnegan, a former resident of Green Lake – then called Dartford, was in this city 

with his family for a number of days. Mr. Finnegan recalled and told of many intimate acquaintances 

with Edward Harroun, Frank Tucker and many other Princeton associates of 35 years ago. He left this 

county 32 years ago for Madison and has been an architect there since. Praised new park – “He said it 

was one of the biggest and best ways to advance a city, and make all visitors remember its beauty, spirit 

of progress and interest for the future welfare of its citizens. He said that Princeton has a park that every 

citizen should be proud of and that every person that comes in town are favorably impressed with the 

first view they take of the city through its thrifty, useful and beautiful park. Madison and other cities of 

southern Wisconsin, he said, have spent thousand of dollars for parks and he expressed surprise at what 

has been done in Princeton park with a very small outlay of money. … It’s the biggest and best 

improvement I have seen in Green Lake County.” … improvement 

August 2, 1928 – Air ships fly over Princeton almost daily in a northern and southern direction. From 

where they come and where are bound for is not known. A number of our citizens are of the opinion 

that they are mail planes and are making daily trips between Milwaukee and St. Paul.  … improvement 

airport 

August 2, 1928 – The name of G.J. Knaack has received his appointment as local distributor for the 

Skelgas Division of the Skelly Oil company pf El Dorado, Kansas. Skelgas is not gasoline or kerosene or 

anything but natural gas with impurities removed … to eliminate the poisonous gase sand soot. … 

According to Mr. Knaack, Skelgas is a true gas and comes through the pipes of the stove or other 

appliances as a gas and not as a liquid and does not require the heat of the burner to vaporize the liquid. 

It is used exactly like city gas for cooking and heating purposes and promises to become a new joy and 

satisfaction to the housewives where the utility companies do not furnish a gas service. … business 

August 9, 1928 – Files of 1889 -  

August 9, 1928 – The park at Little Green Lake near Markesan is to be the mecca next Sunday of the 

eight Junior Agriculture or 4-H clubs of the county. There are 450 members in the clubs at Berlin, Green 

Lake, Markesa, Dalton, Manchester, Kingston, Marquette and Princeton. … entertainment 

August 9, 1928 - E.H. Priebe has plans completed for an addition to the rear of his Ford service station. 

The specifications call for a 26 by 50 feet extension. The building will be two stories with basement 

under the entire new structure. The building will be of tile blocks and fire proof. Then, too, Mr. Priebe 

intends to improve the east wall of the present building. When fully completed the addition will afford 

up-to-date storage for cars and a convenient workshop. … garage business 

August 9, 1928 – Erich Mueller, who recently rented the rooms recently vacated by the Wm. Schroeder 

family to Vincent Krysinsky for his cobbler business, is about to make improvements to the front and 



interior of the building. Mr. Krysinsky will take possession in the near future. Mr. Mueller, dealer in 

automobiles, also contemplates to remodel the building he now occupies for the display of his cars. The 

front will be provided with large plate glass and the interior will be provided with a cement floor. The 

room will be lengthened by building an addition to the rear. … business 

August 9, 1928 – In a deal transacted last week between Erich Mueller, Charles Kinkel and Adolph 

Radtke, the two latter take over the ownership of the former’s property located on Water street and 

occupied by the Theo. Dreblow paint and wall paper store. The new owners will occupy the Krysinsky 

place for their tailor shop and cobbler shop, respectively. Mr. Dreblow will remain in his present place. … 

business 

August 16, 1928 – Princeton is to be the first city of its size in the state to establish a municipal airport. A 

resolution authorizing the purchase of a forty-acre tract of land on Fulton street, across the street from 

the city park, was passed by the city council at their regular meeting held last week. The project has 

been advocated for the past number of weeks by the council and city park commission in which Geo. V. 

Kelley and Henry Bierman, members of the park commission, took an active part and recommended the 

purchase. Then, too, the project was backed by various citizens, also the chamber of commerce. 

Princeton will have a field that will provide ample space for an airport. Plans also include building of a 

city base ball diamond on the grounds and steps will be taken to complete the ball grounds as soon as 

possible. A crew of men are engaged at the present time in taking down fences and grubbing out trees. 

Tractors are at work in leveling and grading the grounds. Four runways, each about 2,500 feet in length 

and 100 feet wide, crossing the field in an X shape, will be established. Later the whole tract of land will 

be seeded with lawn grass and other improvements undertaken. Plans are under way to dedicate the 

grounds on Sept. 9, at which time it is expected 12 planes from Milwaukee, Oshkosh and other cities will 

be here and take part in the celebration. … The field was purchased from Peter Adamski. … 

improvement 

August 16, 1928 – The dedication of the newly acquired aviation field and the American Legion 

Memorial at the city park will be dedicated on Sept. 9. Bowery dance on the new tennis court. … airport 

improvement 

August 16, 1928 – Big ad for Skelgas. … business 

August 23, 1928 – Files of 1889.  

Aug. 23, 1928 – Miss Ida Ahrens bitten by their shepard dog, which had been acting unnaturally. Dog 

killed, head sent to Madison and telegram received stating “dog brain positive for rabies.” Anti-rabies 

treatment had commenced with Miss Ahrens. There have been several cases of rabies in our county this 

year. … health 

August 23, 1928 – Green Lake County Water Frolic Days and Old Settlers Reunion planned Sept. 2-3 at 

Green Lake Terrace, on the west end of Green Lake. 

August 23, 1928 – A terrific storm developing the proportions of a cyclone, accompanied by heavy rain, 

swept this section of country last Monday evening at 8:30 o’clock. North of this city on the Wargula, 

Grybescheck, Nowak and Adolph Prachel farms, buildings were uncovered, sheds shattered, trees 

uprooted and grain shocks scattered in every direction. South of Princeton buildings were demolished, 

many trees blown over, and corn leveled to the ground. … At the Princeton cottages, Maple Hill Crest 



and the Linden, large oak trees were shattered, screen windows at several cottages demolished, and the 

roof the Henry Hocman cottage doubled up like a jack knife. … The Edward Clewien garage where two 

cars had been housed was picked up and carried several hundred feet into the adjoining field. The roof 

of the garage was carried about five hundred feet. The cars remained where they had been stored and 

were unharmed. … health 

August 23, 1928 – Mr. Martin, aviator of Oshkosh, came here with his plane and for several days last 

week made flights from the local aviation field. A good number of our citizens made the flight with Mr. 

Marth. … airport improvement 

August 23, 1928 – Rumor has it that a fine new garage will be built in this city, on Main street, in the 

very near future. … business 

August 30, 1928 – Files of 1889 -  

August 30, 1928 – Two airplanes came here from Fond du Lac last Saturday morning and remained here 

until Monday afternoon taking passengers for a ride. On Sunday a plane arrived from Beaver Dam and 

briefly stopped off on the local field advertising the Beaver Dam fair. … airport improvement 

Sept. 6, 1928 – Election. City favors Joseph D. Beck over Walter J. Kohler for governor 185-172. Robert 

M. LaFollette over Geo. M. Mead 268-78. County backs Kohler and LaFollette. … politics 

Sept. 13, 1028 – Band director Ernst Weber gets married, honeymoon in California, considering offers in 

Wyoming and California. Prof. Edgar Zobel, of Ripon, will take over. Also directs Ripon College band. … 

schools 

Sept. 13, 1928 - Never before in the history of this city did such crowds of people swarm to a celebration 

as they did last Sunday. Every inch of available parking space was jammed. The fay was blessed with 

ideal weather and people came from great distances to witness the dedication of the American Legion 

Memorial and City Air Port. A splendid time was reported by all. The picnic held in conjunction with the 

dedication proved to be a tremendous success. – City jammed with people – At an early hour 

automobiles from neighboring towns and the surrounding community began coming into the city. At 

noon the numbers of cars coming into town had increased to tremendous proportions and the volume 

of cars was still growing. Not until 4:00 p.m. did the inpouring stream of autos cease. It is estimated that 

from 15,000 to 20,000 people attended the celebration and dedication exercises. The program was 

opened by a parade starting at the American Legion Hall and marching from there to the City Park on 

the east side of the city. … The parade was led by the wonderful 70-piece Kohler band. At 11:30 a.m. 

following the parade to the City Park, the people assembled about the Legion Memorial which has been 

erected in the park. After Rev. Father Jankowski had invoked the blessing of God, Superintendent of 

Schools Geo. V. Kelley, secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, and a live wire booster, presented the 

Memorial in behalf of the City of Princeton to the local post of the American Legion. The speech of 

acceptance was made by Geo. Ostrander, formerly of this city and a past commander of the local unit of 

the Legion. Former townsman Albert Wishlinski was called on. He spoke of his pleasant association with 

the local post throughout its early years. He also spoke on the ideals and work of the organization. Frank 

Schneller, Sixth District commander and just recently retired state commander, gave the Address of 

Dedication. His twenty-minute address was delivered with that spirit that only Franks knows how to put 

into it. His dramatic close picturing an engagement in the recent war touched every heart.  …  A splendid 



cafeteria dinner was served by the various women’s clubs of the city. … Mr. M.K. Reilly, of Fond du Lac, 

gave the airport dedication speech. In his twenty-minute address to the people, he spoke on the subject 

of citizenship. His non-political speech was well delivered, and he held his audience to the end. He 

complimented the City of Princeton on their program of progressiveness. Following the dedication 

exercises the day was thrown open to merry making. The 70-piece band of Kohler, Wisconsin, furnished 

delightful music all during the afternoon. They were assisted by the local high school band led by Prof. 

Ernst Weber. A splendid surprise was handed the crowd when the Appleton band led by former 

Princetonite Mr. Theo. Busse arrived. They played several fine selections that everyone enjoyed. It 

would be a calamity to forget to mention the clown band. They furnished humorous entertainment 

thrjuout the day. Their clever costuming rivaled that found in the best circuses in the country. The clown 

band personnel was composed of the following: V.F. Yahr, Leo Schewe, Alfred Freiheit, Edw. Kallick, Orlo 

Maulich, G.A. Weinkauf, Adolph Hennig, John Shew and Sam Kepler.  …  The old fiddlers contest created 

a good deal of interest. There were six contestants. … Cash Williams, of Wautoma, was awarded first-

place honors, and second prize was won by Geo. Williams, of Green Lake. An accordion contest was held 

in conjunction with the old fiddler’s contest. Frank Voeltner, of the town of Brooklynn, won the first 

prize. On the airport the major interest was the three visiting aeroplanes from the Appleton airport. 

Crowds surged the sides of the airport all day long. The runways were in excellent condition and the 

planes landed and took off with ease. About 400 people were taken up in the three planes during the 

day. Much interest in flying was shown by the crowds of people present. Mr. Hamilton, of the 

Milwaukee airport, flew over during the afternoon and paid a short call. Mexico Bill and his school of 

boys did some clever rodeo work consisting of bronc busting, roping and riding. He was assisted in his 

work by Frank Wyse in uniform. Among the boys appearing in the act were Allen Wyse and younger 

brother, sons of Frank Wyse, and Master Maaps, of Green Lake. … One of the outstanding evnts of the 

day was the giving away of a Chevrolet sedan to the hold of the lucky ticket. Thousands of tickets were 

sold on the car. The drawing of tickets was held during the evening at the new tennis court during an 

intermission in the dancing. The tickets were placed in a large churn and well mixed. It was decided the 

eighth ticket drawn should be the lucky and deciding one. Geo. V. Kelley and Edw. Haberman conducted 

the drawing. The little darkey drew the numbers. Mr. Homer of Lawsonia proved to be the holder of the 

winning ticket. The car was delivered to him Monday. A large crowd of people, both young and old, 

attended the dance given on the new tennis court in the evening. The floor covered with corn meal was 

in fine condition. Al Skolens’ orchestra furnished the music. Everybody dancing reported an enjoyable 

evening. The celebration and dedication held at Princeton Sunday was without question the biggest 

thing of its kind ever attempted. To Geo. V Kelley and to Henry Bierman much credit is due. Both men 

worked hard and long to make the event a success. The fine cooperation received from all the 

organizations of the city is worthy of special mention. No finer spirt of helpfulness than was shown by all 

organizations assisting could be found anywhere. Everyone just did the utmost. Princeton has every 

right to feel proud of her fine showing Sunday for it was nothing short of being a marvelous success. … 

airport improvement entertainment 

Sept. 13, 1928 – West Bros. of Appleton air planes will be in Princeton next Sunday to take passengers 

for a ride. West Bros. have been in this business for the past nine years and have never met with an 

accident. … airport improvement 

Sept. 13, 1928 – Erich Mueller is making extensive improvements on his building on lower Water street. 

Karl Manthey, gents furnishing store, will occupy one of the buildings in the near future. … business 



Sept. 20, 1928 – Files of 1889. It is understood that Silas and Jerome Morse become the owners of the 

Countryman farm. … JW Kohnke has moved his show shop to the west room of the Green’s elevator 

building and is ready to receive the patrons at all times. … business history 

Sept. 20, 1928 – August and Stanley Bartol, Gilbert Cremer and Miss Edith Flodman take cabin plane 

from Cudahy to Princeton for celebration. 106 miles in one hour. “It was August’s first plane trip and he 

enjoyed it immensely. The plane winged over Menomonee Falls, Fond du Lac, Ripon en route to 

Princeton, and on the way back the passengers were given a view of Holy Hill and the large cities over a 

different route. – Cudahy Enterprise. … airport improvement 

Sept. 20, 1928 – Arrangements were completed last Tuesday between the Princeton Base Ball Club and 

the Niagara A.C.’s of Lyons, Illinois, to meet n the local diamond Sunday, September 30. … The Princeton 

team is recognized as one of the fastest nines among the semi-pro teams of the state, and the club has 

received requests from many cities for post season games. Among the teams asking for games are Little 

Chute, champions of the Inter-County League, Serio’s All Stars of Milwaukee, Montello league leaders, 

Neenah, Case and Nash, two Racine teams, and a request has also been received from the Milwaukee 

Brewers to play here while on their barnstorming tour. The club, however, has decided to play but one 

postseason game. The Niagara A.C.’s are reputed to be one of the best teams of northern Illinois and lay 

claim to the Chicago Suburban League Championship. … sports 

September 20, 1928 – E.L.Hiestand has opened up a dress shop in the Mrs. John Beaver building, two 

doors east of the Shew grocery store. Mr. Hiestand will have a full line of ladies dresses and at prices 

that are right. … business 

Sept. 27, 1928 – Files of 1889.  

Sept. 27, 1928 – Game warden Trainor transferred. Mr. Button takes his place. … sports 

Oct. 4, 1928 – Files of 1889. Ferd E. Marquardt is doing a good business in the butcher line.  

Oct. 4, 1928 – Emil Wuerch recently sold his interest (in what?) to Walter Kiesow and left for Chicago to 

seek employment. … business 

Oct. 11, 1928 – Preparations are being made for a large hotel in the Lawsonia. The building will be 200 

feet in length and V shaped. It will be placed on the lot which had been occupied by Mrs. Lawson and 

called the “Point.” The structure will accommodate 75 famiiles. Ground is being broken for the building 

at the present tine … lawsonia  

Oct. 11, 1928 – George Ladwig charged with entering the Wm. Knaack billiard hall late last Saturday 

evening and being accused of taking about $40 in cash from the cash register. … crime 

Oct. 11, 1928 – Highway 23 Garage sells Oakland-Pontiacs. … business 

Oct. 11, 1928 – Files pf 1889. Curse of Mount tom. R.S.K., Elk Creek, Nebraska, describes killing of 152 

rattle snakes at Mount Tom in 1848. … history 

Oct. 11, 1928 – Walie, Anton and Ted Bartel and Harold Guderski, who took in the harvest in North 

Dakota, returned last Saturday.  



Oct. 11, 1928 – F.L. Button, conservation warden for several days in this county, has been appointed 

game warden in Fond du Lac and is making his residence in Fond du Lac. Mr. (D.O.) Trainor, the game 

warden, has decided to remain in Green Lake county and will make Princeton his home. He and his 

family occupy the Herman Lambrecht residence, directly north of the Lutheran church and recently 

vacated by Emil Wuerch.  Trainor has Green Lake and Marquette counties. … sports 

Oct. 18, 1928 – Files of 1889 – John Haas, Ripon brewer. … Ferd E. Marquardt’s meat market is two 

doors west of the bank. … business history 

Oct. 18, 1928 – “Last week a number of our citizens went to Green Lake and attended a road meeting of 

the county highway commission at which the division engineer of Wisconsin Rapids was present. A 

program was laid out and it was suggested to concrete Highway 23 and 73 beginning at the Lawsonia 

and extending through Princeton to the Marquette county line toward Neshkoro” among other projects. 

On Tuesday this week, again a meeting was held by the state highway commission at Madison. A 

delegation from Princeton, Markesan, Berlin, Green Lake and Marquette attended and urged the 

commission to endorse the building program as was laid out last week at Green Lake. The commission 

promised to take the project under consideration. … At the Green Lake meeting it was also decided 

upon to bring the project to a referendum style vote at the next spring election. The road building 

program as suggested would comprise an expenditure of about $900,000. The principal sum would be 

retired by the state free fund money. The only payment made by the county would be the interest, and 

this would be extended over a period of 20 years. … roads progress 

Oct. 25, 1928 – Files of 1889.  

Oct 25, 1928 – Airport dedication celebration Sept. 9 to benefit city park generated $3,228.69 in 

revenue and net of $1,377.58. Note from committee thanks “all those who gave their time and energy 

to make a better and bigger Princeton. The amount raised in the past two summers by private 

subscriptions, results of picnics and celebrations, has made possible a city park that now has over $3,000 

worth of apparatus, buildings, courts, arches, memorials and improvements. … Then, too, the air port 

was added this season and put in shape. Already the city has several standing offers of $500 more than 

was paid for it. The share of the air port’s return from the celebration nets nearly $700. So it is in good 

shape financially. There are five on the air port committee. The officers are Pres. H.O Teske, Sec. Wm. F. 

Huenerberg, Treas. H. Bierman. It is hard to measure the benefits that will come to Princeton from being 

the first in this part of the state to have a landing place for air ships. … It takes plans, leadership and 

good cooperation to get all the above with little or no cost to taxpayers. It is all adding to the community 

wealth. It brings more people here. Thousands of people have made good reports and favorable 

comments on Princeton this summer as they entered our city by way of our city park on their way to 

other cities and states. With a little more cooperation, we can steadily build for better things for 

Princeton without any outlay by the city from its treasury. … airport improvement 

Oct. 25, 1928 – The supply of deer in Wisconsin this year is larger than it has been in many years past. 

Good weather and feed conditions this summer and a closed season last year probably help account for 

the good supply of these wonderful game animals this fall. Each hunter will be allowed one buck not less 

than one year old. … sports 



Nov. 1, 1928 – Files of 1899 – It is rumored that August Zellmer will put a stock of groceries into the 

Green building, which will soon be vacated by J.F. Warnke. … A raffle at Otto Maulick’s barber shop. … 

business history 

Nov. 1, 1928 – V.F. Yahr, manager of the Opera House, takes great pleasure in announcing the return 

engagement of that well-known musical comedy, the Frisco Frolics. Sat. Nov. 3 Acrobats, dancers, 

Hebrew comedian William Cash, trick pianist Milton G. Weber, banjo queen Patricia Burton, and bird 

imitator Bill Alcott. This show carried their own special scenery and electrical effects. … entertainment 

Nov. 8, 1928 – Election. County favors Herbert Hoover of Alfred E. Smith for president and Walter J. 

Kohler over A.G. Schedman for governor by over 300 votes each. Smith and Schedman, however, won all 

three wards in city, as well as town of Princeton and St. Marie.  … politics 

Nov. 8, 1928 – Schaffskopf among popular game at card parties. … entertainment 

Nov. 8, 1928 – Files of 1889 -  

Nov. 8, 1928 – County normal supervising teacher is Lewis r. Marchenkuski. … schools 

Nov. 8, 1928 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank building a cement walk on the east side of building. … 

business 

Nov. 8, 1928 – Miss Theresa Novak, teacher at Dalton, drove here last Saturday and was during Sunday a 

visit with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak and family. … bartel 

Nov. 8, 1928 – County School News wrapup. 

Nov. 15, 1928 – Norbert Manthey killed in auto accident on highway 41 a mile south of Fond du Lac. 

Andrew Naperalla in serious condition. Norbert was son of Mr. and Mrs. A.A. Manthey. 

Nov. 15, 1928 – Files of 1889.  Dick Mueller undertook to execute a pirouette movement and a crick in 

the back was the result. … C.P. and R.P. Rawson have been trimming the oaks on Block R until the block 

is turned into a beautiful park to behold.  

Nov. 15, 1928 – Mr. and Mrs. Ignatz Bartol, residents east of the city, are now citizens of this city having 

moved here last week. They are occupying their home on Water street, formerly the old Frederick 

home. 

Nov. 15, 1928 – Surveyors sent here by the state are engaged in surveying the highway 23 and 73 

Princeton and Green Lake road, also from Princeton north to Neshkoro to the Marquette County line on 

73. The road, 73, north of this city, we are informed, will be relayed (relaid?)  in order to avoid the 

railroad tracks between Princeton and Neshkoro. … roads progress 

Nov. 15, 1928 – More county school news. Page 4 -jump to Sand-Burrs page. … schools 

Nov. 22, 1928 – Files of 1890. Princeton cemetery looking rough. E.T. Frank purchases fixtures in 

Milwaukee for the new store room he will occupy in the new block of W.F. Luedtke. … business history 

Nov. 22, 1928 – Henry Nowacki can well thank his lucky stars that he is still among the living. Last week 

Saturday while driving his Pontiac coupe north on Farmer street to the home of his brother Standish he 

was struck at the railroad crossing, west of the depot, by a north bound freight train and carried a 



distance of about 35 feet. Mr. Nowacki claims he did not see the approaching train nor did he hear the 

bell alarm signal at the crossing. … Examination revealed he had fractured several ribs isn the accident. 

Mr. Nowacki had purchased the car the day previous of the accident. The car is a total wreck and ready 

for the junk pile. … health 

Nov. 22, 1928 – County board votes to put $905,000 bond issue before voters on Jan. 8. The resolutions 

calls for construction of 37.5 miles of 18 and 20 foot concrete highway in the county. Highway 23-73 

portion to Marquette County line estimated to cost $255,700. … politics roads progress 

Nov. 22, 1928 – County Agent James Lacey resigns. Moving to Madison to head the sheep and swine 

department at the UW. Served Green Lake County 10 years. … farm progress 

Nov. 22, 1928 – Carlton Kinkel left for Chicago last Monday with the view of going into the barber 

business for himself. If satisfactory arrangements can be completed, he will take over the tonsorial 

quarters of Herman Schewe. … business  

Nov. 22, 1928 – G.J. Knaack has recently installed a new furnace I the new building of Theodore 

Bednarek. … business. 

Nov. 29, 1928 – Files of 1890 – Dr. Holly moves from Short Street to A. Hall’s house. The house the 

doctor vacated on Short Street will probably be occupied by (Gene) Smith (and bride). … G Schaal will 

veneer his large hardware building with brick next spring and also enlarge his building by erecting an 

addition between him and Mr. Worm. … business history 

Dec. 6, 1928 – Editorial in Deerfield Independent praises Princeton’s park. “The editor recalls that a few 

years back the park was a dumping ground and place for all city refuse. It was an eyesore to the public 

and was regarded by many as a place that never could be made a place of beauty and recreation. It grew 

to weeds, sand-burrs and had the ear marks of waste land. Leadership, cooperation, definite plans at 

work the past three years has changed the scene. … The editorial shows how outsiders view the 

improvements made by the work done in our new city park. … Every improvement made in the city park 

is substantial and lasting. It all tends to make Princeton and vicinity a better and more attractive place to 

live in. … park improvement 

Dec. 6, 1928 – Gov Kohler will bring Santa as far as the flying field and some friend of my children will 

bring me downtown.  … politics entertainment 

Dec. 13, 1928 – Files of 1890 – David Messing put a coat of paint on the front of his building on Water 

Street. … Allen & Potter have opened up an art gallery near John Pahl’s building at the foot of Water 

street. They will make 18 pictures for 25 cents. … business history 

Dec. 13, 1928 – Road plan will cost 67 cents per thousand dollars assessed valuation averaged for a 

period of 17 years. … roads progress 

Dec. 13, 1928 – Mrs. Florence Bartel heads to California. 

Dec. 20, 1928 – Files of 1890. Richard Mueller rare cactus plant.   

Dec. 20, 1928 – Frank W. Teske obit. 

Dec. 20, 1928 – John Keelen is new county ag agent. Was in Grant county six years. … farm progress 



Dec. 27, 1928 – Files of 1890.  

Dec. 27, 1928 – A $750,000 hotel and clubhouse is to occupy Lone Tree Point, the site which first 

attracted Mrs. Victor Lawson to Green Lake, and which she induced Mr. Lawson to buy before the two 

were married. The former estate of the late Victor Lawson on the south shore of Green Lake was 

purchased sometime after his death, by the Lawsonia Country Club, a Chicago real estate corporation. 

The building, which is to serve as a clubhouse for the Lawsonia Country club, was designed by Benjamin 

M. Marshall,, Chicago architect and general manager of the estate during the time the estate was 

owned by the Chicago publisher and his wife. The old summer home of the Lawsons has been moved 

several hundred feet to one side, where it is be left intact as a place of historic interest in the resort. The 

new building (photo) is to be of steel and concrete construction, according to the architect in charge, 

faved with brick. It will be painted white, to harmonize wityh the wooded atmosphere of the grounds. 

The open air dining room will have terrazzo floor and the roof is to be of slate. The building is to be of 

triangular shaped, following the contour of the point on which it stands. … The main lounge is in the 

point of the triangle and provides a view o the lake from three sides. … In the spring, summer and fall, 

golf, swimming, tennis, handball, trapshooting and horseback riding are to be featured. In the winter 

when the place has an abundance of snow, there will be ice boating, skating, skate sailing, skiing, 

toboggining, snowshoeing and ice fishing.  … A new 18-hole golf course is being developed. … The course 

is to be ready for use by July 4 and will supplement another 18-hole course on the estate. … The owners 

next spring plan to develop an airport, which will be equipped with facilities for landing aeroplanes and 

hydroplanes. … Lawsonia 

Dec. 27, 1928 – In a deal consummated last week, A. Humphrey and W.f. Huenerberg became the sole 

owners of the Princeton Chick Hatchery located on Fulton Street. The former owners were H.O. Giese, 

John Kasierski, Al. Humphrey, W.f. Huenerberg, Edwin Miller and Harold Giese. … business 

Dec. 27, 1928 – A number of homes in this city are quarantined on account of the influenza. … health 

Dec. 27, 1928 – Green Lake County ranks second among the counties in Wisconsin in the percentage of 

its cropped land which is devoted to canning peas. Last year nearly 4 percent of the land I the county 

was devoted to that crop. Corn was the leading crop in acreage, 27.8 percent of the cropped land being 

devoted to it. Oats was second with 27.4 percent; clover and timothy hay third with 16.8 percent of the 

cropped acreage. The county also ranked third in the production of dry beans, a total of 750 acres being 

grown in the county. The leading dairy product is butter. Sixty-one percent of the farms in the county 

patronized creameries last year and over 1,668,000 pounds of butter were produced. Eleven percent of 

the garms patronized cheese factories and nearly 648,000 pounds of cheese were produced. … farm 

progress 

Dec. 27, 1928 – Stanish Lese and GG Krueger purchase furniture in Chicago. … business 

Dec. 27, 1928 – Frank Giese and Chas. Dahlke attend lumberman’s convention. … business 

1929 

Jan. 3, 1929 – Files of 1890 -  

Jan. 3, 1929 – The rabies scare in Green Lake County has broken out for the third time within six months. 

… health 



Jan. 3, 1929 – At the special election on January 8th to be held in this county everyone should vote “YES” 

in favor of road bonds, because when everything is considered that is the best way to save money and at 

the same time get the best kind of road. It has been found that the cost of keeping up the gravel road is 

an average of $340 a year per mile, and with the present heavy travel on all these roads, gravel does not 

last. Hence, the best way to build these roads is with concrete. Every person who travels knows that 

concrete makes the best road. The farmers find it much easier to haul their crops to town over such a 

road. These bonds will be paid from state funds, so that the taxpayer simply pay the interest, which 

amounts to only 67 cents on the average on every thousand dollars assessed valuation. Anyone 

interested in good roads should certainly be glad to pay such a small amount. Beside a concrete road 

will last for many years. The men in this county who have studied the matter are going to vote or these 

bonds. … roads progress 

Jan. 10, 1929 – Files of 1890. A card received at this office announces the death of John J. Knapp, who 

will be remembered as a former resident of Princeton. He was living at Dawson Station, Michigan. No 

particulars are given of his death. … Eph. Mueller and children have moved into L.E. Leighton’s house on 

the corner of Farmer and Harvard streets. … history 

Jan. 10, 1929 – Green Lake county voters went to the polls in a special election last Tuesday to decide on 

the bonding the county for $905,000 for the construction of concrete highways. Roads where the money 

will be expended include the Princeton-Green Lake-Neshkoro road on Highways 23 and 73 for which 

$255,700 is appropriated.  …  There was a very small vote recorded in each of the 21 voting precincts in 

the county due to the bad roads. City of Princeton 296 for 25 against; Town of Princeton, 55, 24; St. 

Marie, 7 for, 14 against. Total: 1,187 for, 560 against. … roads progress 

Jan. 10, 1929 – Irwin Carewe, newly elected agricultural agent for Green Lake County, will begin his 

duties Jan. 20. … farm progress 

Jan. 17, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

Jan. 17, 1929 – In a deal recently transacted Paul Ladwig sold his restaurant to his brother, Max Ladwig, 

of Columbus. The latter came here with his wife and two children and took possession. Paul Ladwig will 

enter into the real estate business. … business 

Jan. 24, 1929 – Files of 1890. Lutheran church decorating interior. Organ will be placed before 

Christmas. … history 

Jan. 31, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

Jan. 31, 1929 – Events of Princeton or in fact this whole section of the state will be referred to hereafter 

as so many years before or after the big storm. For many years have passed since this area has had such 

a storm as was witnessed here a few weeks ago and again on last Thursday when snow fell steadily from 

mid-afternoon and continued into Friday. The wind shifted around to the west and blew a 30 to 40 mile 

gale piling up snow banks and making traffic in many places impossible. … On highway 73 immediate the 

city limits near the Andrew Loshinski farm, snow drifts were encountered 15 feet high. A snow plow 

which had attempted to clear the road at that particular place was embedded in snow and unable to 

move either way and was held fast from Friday afternoon until Saturday afternoon when it was freed by 

a small army of men who went there with hand shovels. Passenger train service as well as freight trains 

were at a standstill and no service of any kind was given from Thursday until Saturday. Roofs of 



dwellings were covered with about two feet of snow which had to be shoveled off for fear they would 

collapse under the enormous weight. Along sidewalks drifts are piled up to a depth of 3 to 5 feet. The 

weather has been ranging all the way from zero to 15 below during the last week. … health 

Jan. 31, 1929 – PHS defeats Rosendale 52-8 at Pleasant Valley Pavilion. City team lost 18-15. Season 

opener for both teams. … sports 

Feb. 7, 1929 – Files of 1890. Mr. J.C. Thompson will soon put a stock of goods into the building owned by 

E.D. Morse one door west of the bank. (Bank would still be in Yahr building, so one door west would be 

the future Princeton State Bank building.) … business history 

Feb. 7, 1929 – First concert of year scheduled for Prof. E. Zobel and his fifty-piece PHS band March 1. … 

school band 

Feb. 7, 1929 – Wm. F. Jurgens having in his possession a five-gallon container of illicit liquor, was taken 

into custody in this city last week. He spent the night at the local police station under the case of Police 

Chief L.A. Merrill. Later he was taken before Justice H.E. Megow for a preliminary hearing and bound 

over for trial at a later date. He was placed in the Green Lake county jail. … crime prohibition 

Feb. 14, 1929 – Files of 1890. The rooms first door east of Piper’s is to be occupied as a home by Peter 

Preis and family.  … business history 

Feb. 14, 1929 – City council votes to insure each city employee, city officials, also the fire department. … 

improvement 

Feb. 14, 1929 – Rumor is prevalent that the city bridge crossing the Fox River will be condemned and a 

new bridge be constructed in 1930. Engineers estimate that cost of the new structure in the 

neighborhood of $130,000, and will be retired by federal, state and county appropriations. … bridge 

improvement 

Feb. 21, 1929 – Files of 1890. The Odd Fellows of Princeton have leased the east room in Teske’s block 

and are having it fitted up for a lodge room …. J.H. Manthey and S.E. Mackowski have purchased S.M. 

Eggleston’s stock of goods and taken possession at the Eggleston old stand. J.H. Manthey will move his 

stock from the D.M. Green building to the Eggleston stand. … business history 

Feb. 21, 1929 – City looking for houses, rooms that can be rented by workers at Lawsonia, which is 

looking for 40 to 50 men to work on the golf course. … improvement 

Feb. 21, 1929 – Peter Bartol and wife, now of Berlin and formerly of Cudahy, were in the city on last 

Saturday. Mr. Bartol has recently sold his hotel at Cudahy to his nephew, August Bartol, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. John J. Bartol, of Princeton. …  

Feb. 28, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

March 7, 1929 – Files of 1890 – E.D. Morse has become the owner of John Hennig’s place, having bought 

the same last week. … business history 

March 7, 1929 – Inquire at The Pal? … business 

March 7, 1929 – Several class periods at the High School last Monday were devoted to reception of the 

radio broadcasting of the Presidential inauguration ceremonies at Washington. Faculty members stating 



that they believed the broadcast would provide the students with a splendid lesson in civics and history. 

… schools politics 

March 14, 1929 – Files of 1890. The mason work on W.F. Luedtke’s building is finished. … business 

history 

March 14, 1929 – Princeton native Vergne Potter involved in presidential inauguration ceremonies. … 

business politics 

March 14, 1929 – The Rod and Gun Club and the City Park Commission are making efforts to secure a 

pair of deer for the park this season. Also several pheasants will be secured. … zoo improvement 

March 14, 1929 – Rumor is prevalent that a fine new garage will be built in this city as soon as weather 

conditions are favorable. … business 

March 14, 1929 – April 2 election issues on ballot: Advisory only - Shall the state prohibition 

enforcement act, generally known as the Severson act, be repealed. And shall the Several act be 

amended so it will not be illegal to manufacture, sell or possess beer of not more than 2.75 percent 

alcohol by weight. … also constitutional amendment to allow sheriffs to hold two terms in succession 

(two two-year terms).  March 28 ad – The way to national repeal is through state repeal. … Our 

Wisconsin police, if kept busy chasing bootleggers and raiding speakeasies, have no time to spend on 

murderers and burglars.  …. Prohibition politics  

March 14, 1929 – Woman’s Club will sponsor bird house contest for grades 9 and 10. $5 for first, $3 for 

second, and $1 for third and fourth. The four best bird houses will be put in the new City Park. … park 

improvement 

March 21, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

March 21, 1929 – Eugene Kidman dies. 60. Entered grocery business in Princeton in 1910 and carried on 

successfully for 18 years. Member of school board for five years. … business history 

March 21, 1929 – There will be a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce and citizens of Princeton at the 

City Hall Friday evening, March 22, at 8 o’clock. The important question of water works for this city will 

come up for discussion. A representative of the Fairbanks Morse & Co. will be present and explain the 

project in detail. … sewer improvement 

March 28, 1929 – Files of 1890. Alban Clark erecting a barn on his farm east of town….  Mrs. Otto Giese 

and family have moved into F.W. Corenke’s building one door west of Wm. Whittemore’s jewelry store 

and opened a restaurant. … business history 

March 28, 1929 – August Warnke obit. 69. Operated Germania mill for 25 years, then lived 17 years in 

Princeton where he built a beautiful home on Water street. … history 

March 28, 1929 – Princeton joins Winnebago Baseball League again for baseball. Orlo Maulick is club 

president. Max Ladwig named manager. List of offices, directors, committees. Waukau and Oshkosh 

Eagles drop out of league. … sports 

March 28, 1929 – Contractor W.A. Gross and Henry Bierman were engaged last Tuesday in the building 

of abutments preparatory to building entrance arches at the city park. … park improvement 



March 28, 1929 – Geo. Merrill buys Mrs. Augusta Seefeldt’s property on Mechanic street. 

April 4, 1929 – Files of 1890 -  

April 4, 1929 – Shall the state prohibition enforcement act, generally known as the Severson Act, be 

repealed? For 307, Against 65. Shall the Severson Act be amended so that the state shall not arrest or 

fine anyone for the manufacture, sale or possession of beer of not more than 2.75 percent alcohol by 

weight? For 279, Against 79. … politics prohibition 

April 4, 1929 – Hard hit by blizzard. Six inches of snow Saturday-Sunday. “Bus service and auto traffic 

went out of service and many visitors who came here to spend the Easter holiday were obliged to stay 

over until the following days. … Many cars between here and Ripon were stalled in the snow banks and 

in ditches. Passenger trains on Monday were late by several hours. County snow plows which had been 

stored away for the summer were placed on duty and kept busy in clearing roads for traffic. Snow drifts 

on the north side of our business street were piled up in places 3 to 6 feet high. … health 

April 4, 1929 – For three months the firm of F.B. Kallas and Sons have been equipping and experimenting 

with machinery suitable for the manufacture of coiled riddle bands. They have installed machinery in the 

Whittemore building, near the Chicago & Northwestern depot. They have now quite a complete 

equipment and have started an output of manufactured goods and made two or three shipments of 

their products. The new manufacturing firm is composed of a partnership of Mr. F.B. Kallas, of this city 

and his sons, Floyd, of Milwaukee, and John, of Minneapolis, who have joined him in this new 

enterprise. The new plant will be known as the Reliance Wood Craft Mills. They are manufacturing oiled 

riddle bands of different sizes. The bands are assembled and used in foundries for the purpose of sifting 

sand for moulding. The firm will also manufacture a large variety of boxes. The equipment consists of a 

saw mill, a bolting machine, a gang rip saw, a planer, an edger, a chamfering saw, a coiler and many 

other small pieces of machinery necessary in the manufacture of riddle bands. They have an electric 

motor and all machinery is attached and drive y by this electric power. The Reliance Wood Craft Mills 

will operate the year round and at present the factory will employ five five to ten men. The factory force 

will grow as the demand for their products have exceeded in output of their factory, and all things point 

to a big demand for coiled riddle bands this summer. The firm, Kallas & Sons, have already contracted 

with several Milwaukee firms for manufactured wood products, and the outlooks is that there is a 

wonderful chance for expansion of this embryo fac tory in the future. … The company secures its raw 

materials from their acreage of swamp land, located on Highway 23 between Princeton and Montello. 

They also have contracts with northern timber owners, and several car loads of very choice northern 

timbers will soon be freighted to the plant here in Princeton. The company will also purchase clear hard 

wood logs from local timber owners. … The business men of Princeton should cooperate, encourage and 

boost this new business venture. The aim is a new and growing industry for this community. We should 

advertise and encourage this manufacturing plant. … factory 

April 11, 1929 – Files of 1890 – FW Cook passes July 28….  SM Eggleston putting in a stock of groceries in 

his store near the bridge. … . John Koeser went to Milwaukee to purchase stock for that new furniture 

store. … business history 

April 11, 1929 – County vote – vote for repeal – for/wet 2365, against/dry 1427 … politics prohibition 



April 11, 1929 – Mr. W.H.H. Liesch, University Extension representative for this district, called upon 

Principal Lang at the high school Wednesday and conferred with members of the senior class regarding 

their plans after graduation. “This is strictly an informational service,” said Mr. Liesch. “We are not 

seeking students for the University of Wisconsin or for any of the other schools of the state but are 

giving accurate information about each. Our purpose is to stimulate an interest in higher education to 

help students see the value of education built upon the foundation of the high school course. Everyone 

high school student can continue his education in some way if he only understands the opportunities.” 

The questionnaires filled out by the students showed the preference of the high school graduates as 

follows: School selected. UW – 3, Ripon – 1, nurses training 2, county normal 1, business college 1, 

undecided 6. Vocations selected: farmer 2, teacher 1, aviator 1, doctor 1, electrician 2, journalist 1, 

lawyer 1, nurse 2, stenographer 3. … schools 

April 11, 1929 – Williams Jurgens of the Town of Mecan pleaded guilty before Judge Chester A. Fowler in 

circuit court last week to a charge of transporting illicit liquor in the Town of St. Marie on January 29. 

The information brought in by District Attorney P.W. Peterson cited that Jurgens had been convicted of 

similar violations of the liquor law in 1924 and 1925. Judge Fowler sentenced Jurgens to serve 90 days in 

the House of Correction and to pay a fine of $200 and costs. In the event the fine and costs are not paid, 

Jurgens must served an added thirty days in the county jail at Green Lake. Sheriff Walter Smith took 

Jurgens at once. Jurgens was taken into custody by Chief of Police L.A. Merrill a number of weeks ago 

and placed in the local police station and later was transferred to the county jail where he awaited his 

trial. … crime prohibition 

April 11, 1929 – Manthey & Manthey, gents’ furnishing stock, recently changed hands when it was sold 

to Mr. Stein, of Montello, who will take the stock to Montello. Karl Manthey, the junior member of the 

firm conducted the business for the past number of years. … business 

April 11, 1929 – Contractor W.A. Gorr and crew are engaged since last Monday in remodeling the front 

of the B.J. Priske building, occupied by the Frank Pasiesczek barber shop. … business 

April 18, 1929 – Files of 1890 -  

April 18, 1929 – Completion of the new Lawsonia Country clubhouse at Green Lake is scheduled for May 

30 so that the building may be equipped and in readiness to entertain visitors at the 7th anniversary 

celebration of the Republican party which is to be held June 8 at Ripon. … A total crew of 175 men is 

hastening work on the structure under the direction of the Immel Construction company of Fond du Lac.  

… Plans are being made to delay the completion of the Lawsonia airport until next year, but a new 18-

hole golf course will be ready for players on July 4. … Ripon Press … Lawsonia depression 

April 18, 1929 – Irma Weinkauf, a graduate of the Princeton High School with the class of 1928 has just 

received a check for $500 fom the Universal Pictures Corporation, as a prize in the carl Laemmie Victor 

Hugo Scholarship Contest. The subject of Irma’s essay was “What I Have Learned From Reading ‘Les 

Miserables’”. … schools 

April 18. 1929 – The Princeton High School Triangle has just received the announcement of the All-

American Honor Rating means that the Triangle was classed as “superior” … in the National Press 

Association Contest. Wilfred Wyse was the editor. … schools 



April 18, 1929 – High school oratorical and declamatory contest results – Lucille Yahr first, Norma Knaack 

second; Merrill Kidman first, Robert Lehner second. … April 25 Kidman wins league contest at Green 

Lake; Norma Knaack second. … schools 

April 18, 1929 – “The Life of Our Savior,” the first of a series of four feature films, will be shown at the St. 

John’s Catholic church Thursday evening, April 25. … religion 

April 18, 1929 – Princeton Rod and Gun Club will secure five live pheasants for breeding purposes, also 

to procure 100 pheasant eggs. … sports 

April 18, 1929 – A Fourth Liquidating Dividend of seven percent has been declared by the trustees of the 

insolvent First National Bank of Princeton. Creditors must present participating certificates to receive 

the dividend. … business 

April 18, 1929 – Richard Verch held the opening dance at his pavilion last Sunday evening. … We are 

informed about 400 dance numbers were sold. April 25 – Pleasant Valley Pavilion … entertainment 

April 25, 1929 – Files of 1890 –  

April 25, 1929 – Wm. Knaack, Orlo Maulick and Max Ladwig motored to Fond du Lac last Thursday 

evening and while there had Schramm brothers (Louis and Joe) sign a contract to play as battery for the 

Princeton base ball team this season. … May 2 – Louis is a speed ball artist and should give our league 

associates plenty of trouble. Joe is a heady catcher and should bat well over .300 in this league.” … 

sports 

April 25, 1929 – Steady auto laundry - Am prepared to do all kinds of car washing. All the latest 

machinery. Leave orders at N. Klawitter’s soft drink parlor. … business 

April 25, 1929 – The B.J. Priske store front is nearing completion and presents a fine improvement. Red 

brick is being used. Brewster and Fenske are doing the work, while W.A Gorr has the contract. … 

business 

May 2, 1929 – Files of 1890 –  

May 2, 1929 – Representative of eleven clubs and organizations of this city met at the Legion rooms last 

Tuesday evening to discuss the project of a community building to be erected in the northeast corner of 

the city park. H.O. Giese was chosen as chairman of the meeting while Louis Marchenkuski filled the 

position of secretary. Mr. (Geo. V.) Kelley was called upon who in a most thorough manner explained 

the proposition, showed the proposed plans of the building and urged a united effort. All present at the 

meeting showed splendid interest and promised their cooperation. The chairman appointed a 

committee of five who are to work out ways and plans toward completion of a community hall and 

submit their proposition at a meeting to be held next week. The committee comprises Mrs. Robert 

Learned, Miss Jane Mittelstaedt, Geo. V. Kelley, Andrew Drill and John Hotmar. … park improvement 

auditorium 

May 2, 1929 – The first band concert of the season will be given by the 50-piece Princeton High School 

band under personal direction and leadership of Prof. Edgar Zobel on Wednesday evening, May 22. The 

concert will be played in the band stand in the new city park. ... After the concert a dance will be given in 

on the new open-air pavilion in the City park. … schools 



May 2, 1929 – State and Green Lake county road officials were engaged last week in purchasing right-of-

way from about 20 different property owners along the stretch of road that is to be paved this summer 

in order to straighten out several curves and for the laying out of a new road bed north of the city. 

Highway 23 and 73 will be concreted from the west corner of the Lawsonia to the Marquette county line 

toward Neshkoro. It comprises a stretch of approximately 13 miles. Road bonds for the construction of 

the road were sold at the county seat on Tuesday afternoon of last week. The Berlin National Bank was 

the successful bidder. A block of $305,000 was sold bringing a premium of $1,545. … roads progress 

May 9, 1929 – Files of 1890 – The steamer “Mar,” Captain Garrow, came down stream last Thursday 

evening towing two barges loaded with brick and lumber for W.F. Luedtke.  …  

May 9, 1929 – The management of the Princeton Opera House are always on the alert to provide only 

the best for their patrons in the way of first class pictures, and in consequence are drawing record 

audiences. Recently the managers have contracted for a vidaphone which will be installed about the 20th 

of this month and will be heard by theater goers about one week later. … entertainment 

May 9, 1929 – Fred Teske, of Princeton, named Bank Examiner by State Banking Commissioner C.F. 

Schwenker, of Madison. Mr. Teske is a prominent Legionnaire, a former banker and a very successful 

salesman of bonds for the past five years. He was born in Princeton, being the son of Mr. Gustav Teske, 

former county treasurer, school board member, jury commissioner and very prominent business man in 

this city for over 40 years. He was graduated in 1911 and was at once employed by the First National 

Bank as clerk and teller. He remained in this position for three years. His splendid work in this position 

qualified him for the position of cashier. … Became cashier at First National Bank of Princeton in 1923. 

Remained for one year. He then accepted the position of bond salesman for the Strass Bros. Co., of 

Chicago, and has sold bonds and commercial paper for them, The American National Bank of Milwaukee 

and Patridge-Patymythes Co. Inc., of Milwaukee, since that time. More about Teske. … business 

May 9, 1929 – Baseball lineup. Bartels. … sports 

May 9, 1929 – Arrangements are being made for a new water works system at the city cemetery, and a 

new building will replace the present water tank. … improvement 

May 9, 1929 – Men are busily engaged in building a nine foot fence in preparation for the deer the City 

Park is to receive from the state. They will be housed in the extreme northwest corer of the aviation 

field, opposite the City Park. …  park improvement zoo 

May 9, 1929 – Frank Kalupa, the baker, has a hobby for speed boats. He is the proud owner of an Elto 

Quad which he purchased last fall. He has same attached to a flat bottom boat and is plying the waters 

of the raging Fox almost daily. For speed the boat is the fastest that ever came to Princeton, his record 

being 38 miles per hour. … sports 

May 16, 1929 – Fire destroys Ralph Giese residence. I think it was just a garage. 

May 16, 1929 – Miss Norma Knaack, winner of second place at the local declamatory contest, also at 

Green Lake, second at the Menasha sub-district contest, went to Oshkosh on last Friday and participated 

in the district contest and again took second place. … schools 

May 16, 1929 – The committee representing the various organizations and clubs met at the Legion 

rooms on lasts Friday evening in behalf building a community hall in this city. Very favorable reports 



were given, which showed that a fine spirit is manifest in the project. Mr. Kelley reported about $1,000 

has been subscribed to date and that other donations will be coming forth. It was suggested that each 

club and organization appoint a member for their club who with the city park board work in conjunction 

relative the project. A meeting will be called at a later date at which time a full representation is 

requested to carry out the building to a successful end. … park improvement auditorium 

May 16, 1929 – The Daniel Guggenheim Assn. for the promotion of Aeronautics has issued a certificate 

to the Chamber of Commerce and City of Princeton for its service to aerial navigation by establishing an 

air field and markers. The certificate is signed by Col Chas. Lindberg. Secretary of the Chamber of 

Commerce has the certificate and is holding it as a prized momento. … park improvement airport 

May 16, 1929 – To Frank Hayes Construction company of Janesville was awarded the contract for paving 

Highway 23 and 73 from the west line of the Lawsonia to the Green Lake county line going toward 

Neshkoro on 73. The contract was let for the sum of $264,146.85. The next lowest was $264,550.55 

while the highest called for $305,014.07. … Rumor is also prevalent that the Fox River bridge will be built 

this season. … roads progress 

May 16, 1929 – At its special meeting last Wednesday evening the county agricultural committee voted 

to employ and Boys’ and Girls’ club leader for the three summer months. A recent federal appropriation 

known as the Kapper-Ketcham Act has made available federal funds to carry on this important work. 4-H 

club work was organized in Green Lake County by Supt. George V. Kelley several years ago. His office has 

continued to sponsor this project, and under his able direction the interest of our young people has 

grown tremendously. At present Mr. Kelly and Mr. Marchenkuski have enrolled 425 members at eight 

community centers. The work has reached a point where it requires summer supervision to carry it on 

successfully. The summer leader will personally supervise the various projects, train demonstration 

teams, prepare exhibits for the state fair, and assist at the county club roundups in the fall. It is chiefly 

through Supt. Kelley’s untiring efforts to be of greatest help to the boys and girls under his charge that a 

leader was secured. If we are to build a permanent agriculture in the future, we must lay the foundation 

by directing the activities of our young people along proper channels. The real purpose of the 

movement is to produce better boys and girls and raise the standard of rural living. … schools farm 

progress 

May 16, 1929 – Miss Agnes Bartol, Princeton, Miss Armelia Andrae, Plymouth, arrived home from West 

Palm Beach, Florida, where they have spent the last seven months. They left Florida on April 24 and 

arrived at Chicago the following Sunday. Both spent a few days at Chicago with relatives and friends. 

They went by the way of Asheville, North Carolina, and enjoyed the beautiful scenic trip through the 

mountains. …  

May 16, 1929 – Frank Leicher, representing A. Leicher & Sons, of Logansville, Wisconsin, Fire Apparatus 

manufacturers, was in our city on Thursday of last week with a light, speedy fire car designed especially 

for rural use. In many place Farmers Mutual Insurance companies are buying such cars to protect their 

patrons property from fire as they find it more profitable to prevent fire losses than to pay fire losses. … 

improvement 

May 23, 1929 – Files of 1890 -  



May 23, 1929 – A countywide health meeting is to be held at the court house at Green Lake Friday 

evening at 8:00. The object of this meeting is to organize a county health organization. The creation of a 

county health organization is sponsored directly by the state board of health. … health 

May 23, 1929 – RG Wachholz has new vaults … with the use of purified copper-bearing steel, 

manufacturers can now guarantee such vaults for 99 years. … business 

May 23, 1929 – PHS band wins second place. The Princeton High School band composed of about 50 

members, under the directorship of Prof. Edgar Zobel, went to Stevens Point on last Friday and 

participated in the state tournament of school bands. They were placed in Class C and scheduled to play 

before the judges that forenoon. About 50 bands from various villages and cities of the state were 

present and divided into Group A, B, C and D. The Princeton High School band was awarded second 

place in their group. Parties from Princeton as well as disinterested persons who heard the band speak 

in high terms of the excellent time, tone and rendition displayed by the local organization. … Miss 

Norma Knaack, a member of the band, was entered in the individual saxophone class and was awarded 

fifth place. …schools school band 

May 23, 1929 -  Lawsonia Country Club nearing completion. Decorators under the supervision of Mr.s 

John Alden Carpenter are adding the finishing touches to the new $1,000,000 Lawsonia Country club 

house on Green Lake, Wis., which, it was announced today by Weymouth Kirkland, president, will be 

opened May 30, and be in readiness for the entertainment of James W. Good, secretary of war, and 

other distinguished guests of the Republican party’s diamond jubilee celebration at Ripon, Wis., June 8 

and 9, among whom it is expected will be Mrs. Herbert Hoover, and Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Longworth. 

The club house, deigned by Benjamin H. Marshall in the French chateau style, is situated on Lone Tree 

Point which juts out into the waters of Green Lake, and which was formerly the site of the Victor Lawson 

summer home. With its outdoor swimming pool, its sweeping verandas and gay awnings, this newest 

rendezvous of Chicago’s smart set will resemble a bit of the Lido of Deauville. Guests will have an 

opportunity of trying their skill on one of the sportiest 18-hole golf courses in Wisconsin, of motoring 

over the 20 milels of paved road winding in and out amng the hills and groes of the 1,400-acre grounds, 

or taking yacht and motor trips to nearby points rich in Indian lore.  … lawsonia 

May 23 1929 – John Guderski, while stretching wire for the deer enclosure, at the city park, was severely 

injured. In some manner, the “stretcher” lever unfastened, and the lever cut his right arm transversely, 

and the muscles of the forearm were lacerated, about six inches long, deeply, into between the bones, 

severing two arteries. The presence of mind of Henry Bierman, who was working near John, in applying 

pressure above the severed arteries, stilled the blood until he could be brought to the office of Dr. O.P. 

Schnetzky by Mr. Bierman, where the wound was sutured and dressed. At this time Mr. Guderski is 

doing as well as can be expected. … park improvement zoo 

May 30, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

May 30, 1929 – Game Warden Trainor and Wm. Knaack drove to Poynette the latter part of last Friday 

afternoon and returned with a young deer for the city park. Two older deer will be received at a later 

date. … sports 



May 30, 1929 – F.R. Mueller drove to Milwaukee last Monday from whence he joined the Shriner’s band 

who left for Los Angeles, California, where they are scheduled for concert music. They will also play at 

various cities while on their western tour. Mr. Mueller is accompanied by his wife. … entertainment 

May 30, 1929 – Notice. A committee representing the various organizations and clubs of the city will 

make a canvass in each ward for the collection of funds toward the building of a community hall in the 

city park. The building to be erected in the near future is of great value to the entire community and the 

hope is expressed that each citizen will contribute a share toward the completion of the project. Next 

Tuesday, June 4, is the date selected by the committee on collection. … park improvement auditorium 

June 6, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

June 6, 1929 – Nine girls and nine boys received their diplomas at the Commencement exercises held at 

the Opera House at 8:15 o’clock on Wednesday evening of last week. Valedictorian, Wilfred Wyse; 

salutatorian, Norma Knaack. … schools 

June 6, 1929 – By the peppy and enthusiastic athletic spirit of Tess Novak, a group of young girls in this 

city were called together for the purpose of organizing a Girls Athletic Association. It will hereafter be 

recognized as the G.A.A. The meeting was called to order by Miss Novak Saturday, June 1st, at 2:30 at 

the Farmers-Merchants National Bank. The first business to be brought before the meeting was the 

election of officers. The result was as follows: Pres., Tess Novak; vice president, Rose Frankzkoviak; sec. 

and treas., Norma Knaack. All girls over the age of 14 are urged to join the association. The association 

will in every way try to better and help make Princeton a better city to live in, besides building up a 

strong, healthy group of young ladies. A variety of athletics will be practices, such as swimming, tennis, 

indoor base ball, volley ball and hiking. Mr. Kelley was present at the meeting and promised the most 

sincere cooperation of the City Park Board. … schools sports 

June 6, 1929 – Highway 23 from the Lawsonia to the Pleasant Valley Pavilion where Highway 73 

intersects was closed off to traffic last Monday afternoon. Construction we are informed, will commence 

at once. … roads progress 

June 6, 1929 – City and county officials drove to Wisconsin Rapids last Tuesday relative the building of a 

concrete bridge over the mill channel on West Main Street. … bridge improvement 

June 6, 1929 – The high school graduates, composed of a class of 18 boys and girls, made a trip to the 

Wisconsin Dells at Klbourn, also to Devils Lake at Baraboo last Monday. On their trip they were 

accompanied by Prin. E. Lang. … schools 

June 6, 1929 – The Junior Baseball League held a meeting Monday night at Redgranite for the purpose of 

discussing further work of the league. Because of other activities four teams were unable to send 

representatives, although they signified their intention of affirming the work done at the meeting. … 

Princeton is organizing its team at present and they will be represented at the next meeting. … sports 

June 13, 1929 – Files of 1890 

June 13, 1929 – Notice of public hearing. Public hearing will be held at 1 p.m. Monday, June 17, at City 

Hall re: State Highway Commission of Wisconsin for the approval of plans for construction of a bascule 

highway bridge across the Fox River in Princeton. “These plans show a bridge having three steel spans 

founded on concrete piers; the single leaf bascule span providing a clear opening of 70 feet measured at 



right angles to the direction of the channel and a clear height of 7 feet, 2.5 inches above mean water 

elevation and 1 foot above high water elevation. John J. Kingman, Lt. Col., Corps of Engineers, district 

engineer … bridge improvement 

June 13, 1929 – Three cases involving violations of the dry law were dismissed in circuit court at Green 

Lake Monday morning by Judge Van Pelt on motion of Dist. Atty. R.W. Peterson. … The district attorney 

stated that the trend of the times, as specifically evidenced in the singing of the repeal of the state 

prohibition enforcement by Gov. Kohler … led him to recommend dismissal. (veterans Fred and Frank 

Alto, and Stanley Wasniak) Several cases of violations of the liquor laws in the southern part of the state, 

since the governor placed his signature on the repeal of the Severson act, were thrown out of court 

recently because of the state’s inactivity in this regard. … crime prohibition 

June 20, 1929 – Princeton City Park and Airport Commission constitution and bylaws. May 1 group elects 

George V. Kelley, president; Andrew Drill, vice president; H.A. Megow, secretary; Henry Bierman, 

treasurer. Committees formed: air port - drainage, runways, grading, etc.; dances, concerts, 

celebrations; flowers, shrubs, trees; watering, mowing, cleaning; deer and zoo animals, feed and care; 

lights and wells; police. … park improvement 

June 20, 1929 – Files of 1890 – Princeton boasts a lawn tennis club. Some fairly good players are among 

them.  … 

June 20, 1929 – Opera House ad includes notice: We have discontinued Silent Pictures. All comedies and 

features will be run in sound only. … entertainment 

June 20, 1929 – A hearing in regard the building of the Fox river bridge in this city was held at the City 

Hall last Monday afternoon. … The contract for the new bridge will be awarded in the near future. … 

bridge improvement 

June 20, 1929 – A new spotlight was recently completed at the city park. The apparatus throws a strong 

flood of light into the park and makes it almost as light as day. It certainly is a fine improvement. … A 

crew of men are busily engaged in excavating for the new community building in the City Park. … park 

improvement 

June 20, 1929 – Ad – For your clock and watch repairing call at the Whittemore Gift Shop, one door east 

of the Mrs. Shew millinery store. … business 

June 27, 1929 – Last Friday morning at 2 o’clock citizens were awakened by the sound of the siren and 

fire bell and upon inquiring, the information was extended that the woodwork factory of Frank Kallas & 

Sons was on fire. The building being of entire wood construction, the fire gained rapid headway and 

before the fire department arrived the structure was enveloped in flames and saving the building was 

out of the question. It was one of the hottest and largest fires experienced in this city in many a year. 

The factory commenced operations last fall and such articles as riddle bands, trellises, potato boxes, etc. 

were manufactured. The firm enjoyed an excellent business and it promised fair that in time Princeton 

could boast of a manufacturing establishment of considerable dimensions. We are informed that the 

firm carried but very slight insurance and their loss amounts to a considerable sum. It an interview with 

Mr. Kallas we are advised that re-establishment of the manufacturing plant is contemplated. George 

Merrill was the owner of the building, and he, too carried only slight insurance and sustained a 

considerable loss. … fire factory 



June 27, 1929 – Files of 1890 -  

June 27, 1929 – On Friday, June 28, 1929, it is 25 years since Atty. Philip Lehner located at Princeton and 

opened his office over the Princeton State Bank. … business 

June 27, 1929 – Saturday, June 29th, will be “Circus Day” in Princeton. Claimng to be America’s largest 

and best “one-ring” show, the Vanderburg Bros. Shows will give two performances here Saturday, one 

to begin at 2 o’clock in the afternoon and the other at 8 p.m. The Vanderburg Bros. are including 

Princeton on their 25th annual tour and will show on the City Air Port. … entertainment 

June 27, 1929 – August Mittelstaedt, Civil War veteran, passes. 86. 

June 27, 1929 - In a pamphlet issued by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C. Princeton 

air port is listed among all the other air ports of the 48 states. There are about 20 airports listed in 

Wiscohnsin. … improvement airport 

July 4, 1929 – Herb Wachholz wedding. 

July 4, 1929 – Fans depose Umpire Sweeney. Last Sunday’s ball game between Oshkosh and Princeton 

was, after four innings of blunders on the part of Umpire Sweeney, brought to a close by action of the 

spectators. The fans watched play after play miscalled, and after they had tolerated the maximum of 

rotten decisions, they demonstrated the fact “that you cannot fool all of the people all of the time” by 

banishing the despotic umpire form the field. … The spectators proved themselves more observing than 

the man who was being paid to observe. They had seen the game ruined, and evidently did not 

appreciate Sweeney’s humor. At least, they did not care to see more of it. First a few fans, later many, 

and finally all were on the field inviting Umpire Sweeney to forfeit the game and leave the field. He 

departed in as dignified a manner as the occasion permitted, and when asked by an Oshkosh player 

whether the game was declared forfeited to Oshkosh, he made his first correct decision of the day by 

murmuring, “Yes.” Should there be any friends of Mr. Sweeney who are concerned with his residence or 

health, we inform all that the great humorist is safely back in Fond du Lac, and possibly will remain there 

the balance of the season because word was received today from the league president that he was “all 

buttoned up.” … sports 

July 4, 1929 – Junior Base Ball League standings. Ripon, Princeton, Redgranite, Green Lake, TCN Berlin, 

Eureka, Waupun, Berlin. … sports 

July 4, 1929 – Files of 1890 –  

July 4, 1929 – Marie G. Ehmann is county 4-h club leader. … farm progress 

July 4, 1929 – July 4 will mark the formal opening of the new million dollar clubhouse of the Lawsonia 

Country Club on Green Lake. A three-day program of sports and social festivities will terminate with a 

dinner dance July 6. A regatta for 18- and 28-foot sloops will start the big opening July 4. This will be 

followed by an amateur-professional foursome in which Jack Hutchinson, paired with Bob McDonald, 

twice Metropolitan open champion, and bill Langford, who won his laurels at Yale. The scene of the 

formal dinner dance Saturday evening will be the modernistic restaurant. The color scheme is leaf green, 

and it is indeed a masterpiece in interior. A striking part of the decorating dining room are the 

modernistic mirrors which reflect from the ceiling. The clubhouse itself has been designed after the 

French chateau style such as one sees at Lake Louise in the Canadian Rockies. Designed by Benjamin H. 



Marshall, it occupies the site the original Victor F. Lawson residence. … The club grounds have a five-mile 

frontage on green Lake. A herd of blue-ribbon Guernseys supply the dairy products. … A new $250,000 

golf course as well as the existing 18-hole course will be ready for the guests. There are four tennis 

courts to attract attention to the net game. The natural yacht harbor provides landing facilities for 

amphibian planes. … more … lawsonia 

July 4, 1929 – Storm latter part of last week demolished window glass in the paint and wallpaper store 

of Theo. Dreblow. Part of the roofing of the S.E. Mackowski store building was torn away. … business 

health 

July 11, 1929 - Raymond Zuelke and friend, Milwaukee, who came here in the former’s plane last 

Monday, met with an accident while taking off on Tuesday afternoon which might have resulted fatal for 

both occupants. The plane, we are informed, did not make a rise sufficient to clear the telephone wires 

on the extreme west side of the field. The result was that the plane took a nose dive and landed in a tree 

on the opposite side of the street. The two occupants were not in the least injured. The plane, however, 

was badly wrecked and taken from here to Milwaukee on a truck for repair. … improvement airport 

July 11, 1929 – L.J. Ryder, former assistant principal and teacher of agriculture here some eight years 

ago and now a prominent business man of Indianapolis, visited Princeton last week. Mr. Ryder 

remembered when he was in Princeton that the ground where the city park now is was a piece of waste 

land full of sand burrs and an eyesore to all who entered our city. He remembered that the stone 

crusher was allowed to remain there about two years and big piles of unsightly stone were piled in the 

park ground. No one thought of it as park ground, no children went there to play, and occasionally cows 

were allowed to eat the waste and never clipped grass. … park improvement 

July 11, 1929 – teacher Emma Ellinger gets married. Grad of PHS and Milwaukee State Teachers College. 

During her career as teacher of English in the local school, that particular branch was built up to receive 

a superior rating under state supervision. The Triangle, Princeton High School paper, was twice given the 

All-American rating while she was its adviser. … Miss Ellinger has taught in Princeton for ten years and 

enjoys the distinction of having received an A rating from the State Department on all five points on 

which teachers are rated. This is the highest rating a teacher can reach. She was a very successful English 

teacher and coach in public speaking and very popular with high school students. She has a contract to 

teacher here next term, but it is not known whether she will teach or resign. … July 18 – She resigns. 

Held post for past six years. Taught English and public speaking. With the retirement of Miss Ellinger 

from the teaching force, the Princeton school loses its veteran teacher. During her years of gteaching 

Miss Ellinger was successful and made an outstanding record in every school in which she taught, 

receiving a promotion each year. It is unfortunate that just when she had received the highest rating 

obtainable by a teacher in Wisconsin, the schools lose her services. … schools 

 

July 11, 1929 – Mr. and Mrs. A.F. Breitengross and sons (Dicky and Teddy) left for Twin Lakes last Sunday 

morning where the boys attended the Boy scout meeting. Keith Miller also attends camp. … 

entertainment 



July 11, 1929 – Dr. Gustav Mueller, wife and children of Windom, Minnesota, were arrivals last week to 

spend their vacation with his father, Erich Mueller and family. The doctor has recently sold his practice 

at Windom and to date has not decided where to locate. … health business 

July 11, 1929 – Frank Nickodem re-elected school clerk without opposition. schools 

July 18, 1929 – Files of 1890 –  

July 18, 1929 – Eugene Kern, Fond du Lac, 36 years old and locomotive fireman, was killed and members 

of the train crew and passengers injured when the 6:45 a.m. Chicago and Northwestern passenger going 

east jumped the track and plunged through the Black Creek bridge located near Highway 73 near the 

second railroad crossing about three miles north of this city, last Monday morning. It is estimated there 

were about 100 passengers on the train but escaped with minor injuries. Mrs. Russell Alpine, of 

Evansville, Indiana, reported that her baby was thrown from one side of the coach to the other and was 

badly bruised. Mrs. R.M. Ellis, of Wautoma, also was thrown out of her seat when the train was derailed, 

and it is believed that she has a dislocated knee. Three other passengers were taken to Princeon to be 

treated by physicians. Others were taken care of at the scene of the wreck. The locomotive, tender and 

a mail car plunged through the wooden bridge into the shallow creek, while several passenger coaches 

were derailed but remained on the track in an upright condition. Wrecking crews from division 

headquarters and division officials came here shortly after the accident to clear up the wreckage and 

make investigation. Persons were were at the scene shortly after the accident said the train apparently 

jumped the track approximately 300 feet north of the bridge and rolled along the ties until the 

locomotive and mail car plunged through the bridge into the creek. Farmers living in the vicinity notified 

the local station of the wreck and immediately hundreds of cars were running to and fro. In the evening 

it is estimated automobiles far exceeded 500 in number who went there from this city and coming frojm 

cities fifty miles away, to view the wreckage. Eugene Hassman, the engineer, was one of the first to be 

rescued. He was found crawling out of a heap of live coal which had fallen from the fire box when the 

locomotive tipped. Although seriously injured and badly scalded, he said, “I’m all right. Have the 

physicians go to the other side of the track and find fireman Kern. He is much worse and I can wait.” 

Hassman was later taken to the hospital in Fond du Lac by Clarence Krueger of the Priebe garage. 

Rescuers went in search for the fireman and found him after several minutes hunt. He had been thrown 

100 feet and was found near the opposite bank of the creek. He lay unconscious. His back and one of his 

legs were broken and had received internal injuries. He also suffered concussions of the brain. First aid 

treatment was accorded him here and then placed in the R.G. Wachholz & Son ambulance to be taken 

to the Fond du Lac hospital. Two nurses accompanied the injured man. He died before the ambulance 

reached its destination. A.G. Hassman, engineer on the train, is in serious condition in the hospital in 

Fond du Lac. … railroad health 

July 18, 1929 – Nice comments about park from visitors. … park improvement 

July 18, 1929 – Conservation warden Trainor has succeeded in getting a young deer for the zoo and it 

will be here by express today. The park board also have the promise of a six-year-old which they may get 

this week. … sports 

July 18, 1929 – Puff piece about Dickinson Brothers – airport. “They are 1929 businessmen with a view 

for a future for Princeton and Green Lake County. … What a fine thing it is to have men of vision. Men 

who blaze the way. … Dickinson Bros. are such men. They are the first dealers in Green Lake County with 



a real vision for the future. They are on the ground floor. They have a Pheasant Biplane on our field and 

are the first in Green Lake County to own a plane to remain in the county and operate with for the 

people of the county. They will also operate a school for fliers and an experienced aviator who will 

remain in Princeton has been engaged to be on the field and give instructions to student aviators. All 

this means a better and bigger Princeton. … Thanks to such businessmen and boosters as Dickinson’s. 

They blaze the way, they lead, they create new ways they to Princeton in 1929 what lagging 

improgressives would gibe to Princeton in 1935. How find it is all is to have men of vision and enterprise. 

… business 

July 18, 1929 – Big home coming celebration planned Aug. 31, Sept. 1 and 2 in City Park. … 

entertainment 

July 18, 1929 – Thousands of people from his community and from outlying cities drove her last Monday 

evening and viewed the passenger train wreck a few miles north of Princeton, Highway 73. … railroad 

health 

July 18, 1929 – Misses Florence Bartel of Los Angeles, California, and Mary Bartel of Chicago were arrival 

s and are visitors with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bartel and children. 

July 18, 1929 – We are informed by Highway Commissioner David Williams that concrete will be poured 

on Highway 23 commencing at the Lawsonia within the next few days. The grading is finished within a 

short distance of the city limits. Culverts and bridges are also finished on the stretch of road. … roads 

progress 

July 18, 1929 – Bean growers attention – The undersigned will be at the station, the former overall 

factory, on Monday, July 22, and every day after to take in beans. Attention is called that growing beans 

should be watched carefully and picked before they grow too large. If growers are obliged to pick this 

week, you may deliver them to my home if you do not find me at the station at the time. I may possibly  

be at the station on Friday, July 19. Julius Kohnke. … farm progress 

July 25, 1929 – William J. Mackenzet, an air port specialist of Washington, D.C., recently was here and in 

conference with officers of the Princeton air port. He complimented Princeton on getting in the air craft 

game early and said that it showed a progressive spirit on the part of the city. He said that the port had a 

very desirable soil texture and that the work already done was well pleased. The large circle in the field 

center, the wind cone and the seeding and leveling in are all good, he said. You should work for a little 

more length in runways and see that the wires on south and west side of the field are moved. He said 

that air transportation was developing rapidly and that air mail would be one of the things considered 

for Princeton. He was very pleased with what had been done in Princeton and further stated that the 

department of Commerce would give their cooperation and assistance. … improvement airport 

July 25, 1929 – Quotes about train wreck from passenger. … railroad health 

July 25, 1929 – A formal investigation into the wreck of the C&N.W. passenger train No. 2 at the Black 

Creek bridge north of Princeton on Monday, July 15, will be made at the railroad division offices in 

Green Bay this week, it was learned. Eugene F. Kern, fireman of the train, was killed and nine members 

of the train crew and passengers were injured, some of them seriously. The wreck, one of the worst of 

the Green Bay division of the Northwestern in five years, was the result of a derailment at a highway 

grade crossing, approximately 300 feet north of the Black Creek bridge. Loose gravel that had wedged in 



the rails at the crossing is believed to have caused the derailment, which subsequently caused the train 

to strike the bridge. The locomotive and baggage car went into the ditch. Rebuilding of the bridge was 

completed the latter part of last week and regular trains were run over the structure Thursday 

afternoon. Prior to the completion of the bridge, passengers and baggage were transferred at the creek. 

The locomotive and baggage car of the wrecked train were removed from the ditch last Sunday. The 

engine was taken out in pieces and will be scrapped. Wreckers have been at this station all last week. 

The locomotive is one of the oldest in service in the Green Bay division. A.G. Hassman, of North Fond du 

Lac, engineer of the wrecked train, is still confined in St. Agnes hospital. He was severely cut and burned. 

He has been making steady progress and will be able to leave the hospital within a short time, physicians 

said. Other persons injured in the wreck are also recovering rapidly. … railroad health 

July 25, 1929 – Files of 1890. Richard Mueller Indian relics collection … history 

July 25, 1929 – Bert Shew visits from Rio to see air port and park. Mr. Shew well remembers the tie 

when had had sand hauled from that place for building purposes, not very many years ago. … 

improvement airport 

July 25, 1929 – Last Friday morning a large five-passenger air plane from Chicago landed at the local air 

port and remained until Sunday morning. It carried five passengers who remained at the Lawsonia. The 

pilot of the plane was very complimentary in his remarks for the fine port in Princeton. … improvement 

airport 

July 25, 1929 – Edmund Yahr … extended the information that the contract for the new bridge crossing 

Fox river will be awarded today. Mr. Yahr made a bid for the bridge. … bridge improvement 

August 1, 1929 – Last Sunday, July 28, occurred the death of Thomas W. Bartol, west of this city after an 

illness of only a few days duration. Pleuro pneumonia was the disease causing his early demise. Thomas 

was born in the Town of Princeton on November 8, 1912, and was at the age of 16 years, 8 months and 

20 days. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bartol. His future was full of promise and we dare no ask 

why he was taken from us in his prime. It is sad, indeed, to give one up so unexpected. He lived a 

consecrated Christian life and died a triumphant death. He had many friends who mourn his early death. 

… bartel 

August 1, 1929 – Files of 1890. One of those old landmarks of Princeton, the Rookery, on South Farmer 

street, is undergoing repairs that will prove a decided improvement. … business history 

August 1, 1929 – At Wisconsin Rapids, at the office of the Wisconsin Highway Commission for this 

district, bids for the bridge across the Fox river, this city, were opened on Thursday of last week. A 

number of bids were in evidence with but a very slight difference in price of the various bidders. The 

contract was awarded to W.C. Meyer of Oshkosh for nearly $100,000. Work, we are informed, will 

commence in the very near future. … bridge improvement 

Aug. 1, 1929 – The road crews commenced laying cement last Tuesday forenoon. They began at the 

Pleasant Valley pavilion and are headed toward the city. They estimate of laying a mile a week under 

favorable conditions. … roads progress 

Aug. 8, 1929 – Files of 1890. Mr. Koerfner of Milwaukee and J.L. Millard of Markesan addressed an Anti-

Benett law meeting at Turner Hall last Tuesday evening. Mr. Koerner spoke in German. The hall was 



crowded to the limit. … We understand that Miss (Lillian) Huff, candidate for county school 

superintendent for Green Lake county, declared herself against the Bennett law. How grand a sight to 

see a superintendent of public instruction opposed to teaching English to the children. 

Aug. 15, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

Aug. 15, 1929 – Construction of the Princeton Community building is under way. The building, located in 

the northeast corner of the City Park, near the air port, will be 44 by 874 feet. W.A. Gorr is the 

contractor. An elaborate celebration is being planned for Sept. 1 and 2 when the building is be dedicated 

and the air port re-dedicated with appropriate ceremonies. Aviators from all parts of the state and 

neighboring states are to be invited to attend. Committees in charge of the celebration are sparing no 

efforts in making this the most elaborate event ever staged in Princeton. There will be many attractions 

to please both young and old. The, too, efforts are made to secure a fife and drum corps who will 

entertain with drills and various stunts. Several bands will be on hand to entertain the music loving 

public. The community building has been made possible through public subscription under the direction 

of the following organizations of the City: American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, Woman’s club, 

Woman’s Progressive club, Lutheran Frauen Verein, Chamber of Commerce, Rod and Gun club. The park 

board and air port commission has been perhaps the leading unit in bringing the building to a 

realization. The commission is composed of Geo. V. Kelley, president; Henry Bierman, A.H. Rimpler, 

Frank Giese, H.E. Knutzen, Fred Schewe, Andrew Drilll, H.A. Megow, Wm. Knaack. … park improvement 

auditorium 

Aug. 22, 1929 – Highway 23 and 73 under construction for the past number of weeks, has been 

concreted from the pavilion where 73 intersects and will be finished to the Warnke lumber office the 

latter part of this week. The crew of men and machinery, we are informed, will then begin operations in 

Marquette county line and work toward the city. Later the paving from the Lawsonia corner to the 

pavilion will be finished. Last Friday, Mr. Meyer, of Oshkosh, who has the contract for the new Fox River 

bridge in this city, arrived and began operations last Monday afternoon. The temporary 30-ton bridge is 

now under construction and when completed operations on the new bridge will begin. Mr. Meyer 

informs us it will take a time of ten days to complete the temporary bridge and about six months will be 

required to finish the new bridge. … roads progress 

Aug. 22, 1929 – Files of 1890 – Henry Manthey has moved in Green’s store, recently occupied by 

Tabback & Jacobson, with a new line of general merchandise. … John Hennig has moved his new bakery 

int the new quarters he recently purchased, the west half of the Demell block. … Fred Schendel has 

purchased the Knobloch property over on the West Side. … business history 

Aug. 29, 1929 – Files of 1890 -  

Aug. 29 1929 – Principal Edgar F. Lang. Princeton High School stresses its strong academic course and in 

addition offers its students work along the special lines of Agriculture, Domestic Science and Commerce. 

The training in band music is also well worth the attention of the parents of the community. … Other 

extra curricular activities of the school are oratorical and declamatory work, dramatic, school 

publication, 4-H clubs, glee club, base ball and basket ball. … schools 

Aug. 29, 1929 – Concreting Highway 23 and 73 from the pavilion, east of the city, to the J.F. Warnke & 

Sons lumber office was completed last Friday afternoon. The crew of men and machinery was moved to 



the west side, on Main street, and concrete was laid directly west of the mill channel bridge, at the 

corner of First street, and will continue in a westerly direction, thence north toward the Marquette 

county line. The old bridge crossing the mill channel on Main street will be razed this week and and a 

new concrete bridge will replace the old structure. Considerable work has been done on the temporary 

bridge crossing Fox River and indications are it will be completed for traffic the latter part this week 

when work will be commenced on the new $100,000 concrete bridge. … roads progress 

Aug. 29, 1929 – An invitation to visit the local telephone, Farmers and Merchants Bank building, Water 

Street, has been extended to the people of Princeton by H.H. Knutzen, manager of the Wisconsin 

Telephone Company. On Thursday, Sept. 5th, the hours from two to four and seven to nine p.m. will be 

set aside for visitors. … Visitors find the operating room of great interest. The operating room is well-

equipped in every way to take care of the large volume of business handled. An average of 840 local and 

73 toll calls are handled every twenty-four hours. The traffic department is under the direction of Mrs. 

Irene Schultz, chief operator. There are five telephone operators employed. The telephone operators 

have their busy hours the same as any other business. The peak load (the period when the number of 

calls answered is the greatest) in the morning is between 10 and 11 o’clock, when the operators handle 

an average of 69 local calls and seven toll calls. The busy hour in the evening is between 7 and 8 p.m. … 

improvement business 

Aug. 29, 1929 – Concreting Highway 23 and 73 from the pavilion, east of the city, to the J.F. Warnke & 

Sons lumber office was completed last Friday afternoon. The crew of men and machinery was moved to 

the west side, on Main Street, and concrete was laid directly west of the mill channel bridge, at the 

corner of First Street and will continue in a westerly direction, thence north toward the Marquette 

county line. The old bridge crossing the mill channel on Main street will be razed this week and a new 

concrete bridge will replace the old structure. Considerable work has been done on the temporary 

bridge crossing the Fox river and indications are it will be completed for traffic the latter part of this 

week when work will be commenced on the new $100,000 concrete bridge. … The road crew who 

commenced laying cement at the mill channel bridge last Saturday afternoon going toward the John 

Lese place, finished a stretch of road to the John Kalupa corner last Tuesday evening. … roads progress 

Aug. 29, 1929 – Marquardt restaurant. … business 

Aug. 29, 1929 – Steeple jacks came here last Monday and with gold leaf gilded the large cross on the 

steeple of the St. John’s Catholic church. The steeple, which is 125 feet in the air, was mounted by these 

men without the aid of staging. The only apparatus used were ropes. … religion 

Sept. 5, 1929 – Files of 1890.  

Sept. 5, 1929 – Boy injured when employee of Grams garage backs over him while backing from garage 

to Water street. … business health 

Sept. 5, 1929 – Lawsonia … The former farm land “now in new hands, the once rustic scene has become 

the Deauville, the Lido – what you will – of Wisconsin and the middle west. Women in gay, startling 

beach pajamas with gypsy kerchiefs on their heads and streaming down their backs lounge all day about 

the veranda, the gleaming inland pool or under the brightly striped umbrellas shading yellow tables 

about the grounds. There is a pack of cigarettes, perhaps a tall dewy glass at hand. Feminine faces, arms, 

necks, legs – there are no stockings – are nut brown, most of them natural. The black-haired daughter of 



a Chicago capitalist lies face downward on the tile about the pool. Her tanned back, with almost no 

bathing suit above the waist, gleams in the sun where tiny drops of water linger after her recent “dip.” 

She is brown, heaven knows, but not yet brown enough apparently for the mode of 1929. Across the 

fields where corn and grain once waved in the sun, close-cropped green grass falls in a swath to midiron 

and mashie, and the hillocks the farmers leveled are raised again. Bunkers, the golfer calls them. 

Doubtless the Green Lake farmer half a century ago called them something very different and 

encouraged them not at all. If cattle and sheep once roamed that tract few human beings are free to 

roam it now. A stone wall surrounds the club grounds and across the highway entrance a railroad gate is 

dropped with a gateman to raise it by lever when a member or a member’s guest appears. The 

atmosphere quivers with the rumble of a powerful motor and a slim, shining speedboat flashes thru the 

water with four laughing girls waving bar, brown arms thru sun and spray. No mode of transportation is 

quite, quite fast enough. … At least three planes arrive each Saturday, it is said, on the special field 

reserved for those equipped with landing apparatus only for the earth. Part of the week’s activities is 

the regular Saturday-night dinner dance. There is Venice for you. In the quiet harbor, the rigging of 

sailboats swing out with softly glowing oriental lanterns. Water in the lagoon laps gently upon the 

shores of the artificial island built there by Mr. Lawson. Light plays upon the bathing pool. And, on the 

veranda, diners melt into a whirl of jazz while syncopation tickles the picturesque scene. When the 

dancing is done – shall we say 2 a.m.? – someone says, “Now for a swim.” The veranda is deserted for 

the pool. High dives and fancy strokes, water games, or just resting on the tile edge, the bathing party 

continues until perhaps 4 a.m. Only when the sun is rising is all quiet these days along Green Lake front. 

… lawsonia 

Sept. 5, 1929 – Lester Frederick, of Pardeeville, took a lease of the Jule Schalow filling station and will 

take possession on Sept. 15. … business 

Sept. 12, 1929 – Files of 1891. W.F. Luedtke is finishing the upper rooms of his block. … A set of rye 

rollers are to be put into the Princeton mills ere long. … business history 

Sept. 12, 1929 – Sheriffs will be able to run for re-election next fall for the first time in the history of the 

state. Sheriffs have been limited to a single term, but this has been changed by the adoption of a 

constitutional amendment by the people last spring. … politics 

Sept. 12, 1929 – Conservation commission announces that all sheriffs, deputies and city policemen have 

the authority to act as game wardens in their own localities. … sports 

Sept. 12, 1929 – With weather conditions favorable and a crowd of at least 10,000 attending a two-day 

celebration Sept. 1 and 2 of real merit, was sponsored on Sunday and Monday in the Princeton City 

Park. Responsible for the two-days celebration were officials of the park board and officers and 

members of the various organizations and clubs of the city. Geo. V. Kelley is president of the park board 

and prime mover in staging the big and successful event. Associated with Mr. Kelley on the park board is 

Henry Bierman, H.A. Megow, Andrew Drill, Fred Schewe, H.E. Knutzen, Wm. Knaack, Frank Giese and 

A.H. Rimpler. They worked in conjunction with the various clubs in conducting stands and entertainment 

features. These included band concerts, tennis matches, parades, aerial circus, acrobatic performers, old 

fiddlers contest, wild animal show, etc. The Sheboygan quartette composed of Lutze brothers, Holling 

and Busse came here and entertained the audience both Sunday afternoon and evening with delightful 

vocal numbers. … The three bands – Green Lake County band, Princeton High School band and the little 

German comic band – furnished excellent music throughout the two days period. They kept the 



audience in fine spirits during the entire time. Four air planes were at the air port and carried 

passengers. Three planes came from Milwaukee while the fourth plane is owned by Dickinson brothers 

of this city. Several hundred people took rides. When a professional parachute jumper failed to make 

good, Clayton Miller, son of Cashier and Mrs. H.A. Miller, this city, climbed into an air plane and jumped 

off at an altitude of about 3,000 feet. Clayton landed safely near the Fox River about two blocks away 

from the air port. He has had several air plane rides but is inexperienced in parachute jumping. Mr. 

Miller stated that this was his first parachute experience and that he felt no fear but would advise all not 

to undertake the task. The mock marriage – L.J. Whittemore as bride, Leo Schewe, groom; S.E. Kepler, 

bride’s father; Mrs. L.J. Whittemore, groom’s mother; H.A. Megow, attendant; H.O. Giese, justice 

composed the party – was a well-arranged affair and brought forth continued applause and was highly 

commended by the thousands of bystanders who witnessed the affair. The street parades on Sunday 

and Monday forenoon were well gotten up and amused both young and old. The parade on both days 

was headed by the high school band. The dance in the new community building was largely attended 

both evenings. Doc Wilson’s orchestra of Fond du Lac had been engaged and provided high-class musical 

numbers to the dancers. The celebration marked the tenth anniversary of the incorporation of Princeton 

as a city and also was a rededication of the air port, homecoming and partial dedication of the new 

community building under construction at the city park. The building is 84 feet long and 44 feet wide. It 

includes a large dance hall and a basement which is to be arranged for club rooms and other purposes. 

The new Ford automobile was awarded to Robert Learned Jr., of this city. Proceeds of the affair 

approximated $4,000. The different committees, clubs, organizations are to be congratulated upon their 

fine success. All worked hard and it is united effort that spells success. … park improvement auditorium 

Sept. 12, 1929 – City basketball team organizing. … sports 

Sept. 12, 1929 – The new cement bridge crossing the mill channel on Main street is under progress. The 

road crew commenced pouring cement at the Lawsonia corner the fore part this week and are working 

toward the pavilion. Traffic on the old Fox River bridge in this city was closed to traffic last Tuesday 

morning and is being razed to make room for the new concrete bridge. The temporary bridge was 

completed last Monday afternoon and opened for traffic Tuesday forenoon.  … bridge improvement 

Sept. 19, 1929 – Oakwood hotel/resort is razed in Green Lake. …  

Sept. 19, 1929 – Files of 1891.  

Sept. 19, 1929 – Road house bust, but I think it’s Berlin. 

Sept. 19, 1929 – J.P. Stout rents Gustav Borsack blacksmith shop to do horseshoeing and general 

blacksmithing. … business 

Sept. 19, 1929 – Mr. D.O. Trainer, conservation warden, this city, is in receipt of a letter from Matt 

Patterson. Acting Conservation Director, wherein he is informed that two deer will be shipped here for 

the City Park from Copper Falls Park in the very near future. … park improvement zoo 

Sept. 19, 1929 – The crew who have commenced laying cement from the Lawsonia corner have finished 

up to the Wm. Bierman farm on Highway 23. It is expected that the work on that stretch from Lawsonia 

to the pavilion where Highway 73 intersects will be completed about the latter part of next week. … 

roads progress 



Sept. 26, 1929 – Files of 1891. The German Congregational Society completed its organization Tuesday 

by organizing the German Congregational Church. Rev. Aug. Wurrschmidt is the pastor. … history 

Sept. 26, 1929 – The local High School Fair, arranged, managed and sponsored by the members of the 

local agricultural and 4-H club department, was held in the new Community building last Friday. … 

Everything was nicely arranged in the large building and presented a beautiful appearance. … schools 

Sept. 26, 1929 – Mrs. Paul Hunt is employed at the grocery store of John Shew Sr. … business 

Sept. 26, 1929 – The crew at the Fox river bridge are at the present time engaged in building the first 

butment frame and after its completion cement will be poured. The crew on the mill channel are 

pouring concrete for the floor. … bridge improvement 

Oct. 3, 1929 – Files of 1891 – On Monday last Senator Yahr bought 65 shares of the Chas. Baumbach Co., 

wholesale druggists of Milwaukee, being in holding of Geo. G. Lonstorf, for which Mr. Yahr paid $75,000, 

making him the largest individual stockholder in the firm. While this will necessarily take some of the 

Senator’s personal attention it will not in the least affect his business interest in Princeton. … There are 

strong indications that Princeton will boom again next season in the way of building. G. Schaal will fill up 

the space between his building and J.W. Worm’s with a substantial two-story structure. He will also 

veneer with brick his main building now in use. Anton Rimpler will also erect a building on corner of 

Pearl and Water streets. … business history 

Oct. 3, 1929 – Mr. Sam Green, “who is a prominent architect and builder said that the community 

building is just in the right place The location could not be better, he said, and the building looks good, is 

strong and durable and built of good material and fine workmanship. … This community hall will fill a 

long felt want of Princeton and community, and you can all be proud of what you have built for your city 

and community.” … park improvement auditorium 

Oct. 3,1929 – E.H. Priebe and crew of men are busily engaged in rebuilding the repair room of the 

garage. … business 

Oct. 3, 1929 – Dr. Gustav Mueller plans to permanently locate in Muskegon, Michigan. … health 

Oct. 3, 1929 – The road crew who have engaged in the laying of cement from the Lawsonia corner to the 

Pavilion where 73 intersects finished that stretch of road last Friday noon and will be open for travel in 

about three weeks. The crew is now engaged in finishing Highway 73 toward Neshkoro. This last lap it is 

estimated, will take a time of about three weeks. … roads progress 

Oct. 10, 1929 – Files of 1891. JC Thompson purchases lots on Farmer street. … O.N. Harmon has 

purchased what was formerly the Hartman property on block O. …  

Oct. 10, 1929 – Armed bank robbery in Berlin. 

Oct. 10, 1929 – Foresters hold dance at the new Community hall. Over 200 dance tickets sold. … 

entertainment 

Oct. 10, 1929 – Excavation work on the new field house of the UW has finally begun. 

Oct. 17, 1929 – Files of 1891  



Oct. 17, 1929 – Next Tuesday evening the John B. Hayes Construction company will entertain at the new 

Auditorium. As well as local invitations extend the public, a number of prominent businessmen and 

colleagues from about the state will attend. The program will consist of dancing, cards and stunts. … Let 

it be said that the Hayes Construction Company, the Schroeder Grading Company all have shown that 

they are masters in the art of up-to-date road building. The work they did here in cement is second to 

none in the state. … roads progress 

Oct. 17, 1929 – Tonight all lovers of good, clean athletics and real head and muscle physical feats will be 

treated to an evening of enjoyment, pleasure and excitement at the new Auditorium, City Park, 

Princeton. Howard Blazer, of Green Bay, a man who has wrestled in all the north states with agile heavy 

weights in the physical feat game, and C.H. Rhyner, a noted wrestler of Neenah, will meet on the mat in 

the new Auditorium at 8 o’clock p.m. The will be a real match to the finish. … As a preliminary there will 

be a bout between Claude Burke of Oconomowoc and Lester Blazer of Princeton. … Oct. 24. Lester 

Blazer wins. “Mr. Blazer showed fine skill in the profession and we predict for him a great future.” In the 

main bout … “Mr. Blazer won over his opponent, throwing Mr. Rhyner in the period of 39 minutes. The 

second round lasting only 4 minutes also in favor of Mr. Blazer.” … sports 

Oct. 17, 1929 – Last Tuesday another deer was shipped from the north to conservation warden Trainer 

which was added to three deer at the city park. … park improvement zoo 

Oct. 17, 1929 – The road crew will finish pouring cement this week completing the entire stretch from 

Lawsonia on Highway 23 to Marquette county line toward Neshkoro on Highway 73. Shouldering of the 

road is now in progress and will be finished in a few weeks. The road between this city and Lawsonia will 

be officially opened in a few days. … roads progress 

Oct. 24, 1929 – Files of 1891. Herman Warnke has bought of August Zauft the latter’s interest in the 

hardware and lumber business. Herman will manage the entire business for awhile and until other 

arrangements can be made. … business history 

Oct. 24, 1929 – where is priske’s paint shop? … business 

Oct. 31, 1929 – Files of 1891. Albert Graf rents saloon to Charles Ellinger. … The services of Alfred Giese 

have been procured by Richard Mueller. Alfred is a good boy and under the instructions of his employer, 

there is no doubt but what Alfred will become a first-class druggist. … business history 

Oct. 31, 1929 – Supt. Geo. V. Kelley was in Madison Friday where he went on invitation of the state 

president of the Women’s League of voters to address that body on “The Schools of Today and Needed 

Legislation.” … schools 

Oct. 31, 1929 – Mr. and Mrs. Mike Blankavage who spent the summer months in the north part of the 

state with a road crew, returned to their home here the latter part of last week.  … bartel 

Oct. 31, 1929 – The crew of men who have been delayed in their work on the Fox river bridge for the 

past two weeks because of lack of material, resumed work the fore part of the week. The sheet piling, 

28 feet in length, arrived here last Friday from Indiana. … bridge improvement 

Oct. 31, 1929 – Admission for big opening dance at City Park Auditorium tonight only 50 cents, ladies 

free. A spooky decorated hall. Featuring Windy Jacobs band. … entertainment 



Oct. 31, 1929 – Review news pages again for coverage of stock market crash Oct 24-29. … depression 

Nov. 7, 1929 – Files of 1891. Wm. Yahr occupy residence vacated by Dr. G. Hoyer. …  

Nov. 7, 1929 – Capitol News of the Present Week by Florian Lampert, M.C. – After three paragraphs 

about a tariff bill, two paragraphs on the stock market crash … The usual number of resolutions for the 

investigation of the New York stock market have been introduced in the Senate following the 

unprecedented and spectacular fluctuations of stock, and it is presumed that during the regular session 

in the House further agitation for some control of the stock market will take place. Students of the 

situation, however, as they express themselves here, set the remedy for whatever danger to general 

business may lurk in stock market manipulations in education rather in investigation. “How can you stop 

a man from buying stocks and from selling them again when he desires?” they ask. Even those most 

opposed to stock market manipulations, and who see in it the source of drainage of money which has 

occurred, throughout the country believe that until the people are educated to know that they have no 

chance to win by playing margins on the stock market, the situation cannot be remedied to any great 

extent. It is true that laws might be passed, but experience with some of the laws which have been 

passed would indicate that strict enforcement might cost the people more money than the stock market 

does. …. depression 

Nov. 7, 1929 – The mill channel was drained last Sunday forenoon in preparation of installing a new 

water wheel in the Wisconsin Power and Light company’s plant. … improvement electric business 

Nov. 7, 1929 – Mrs. Mattie Thomas left for Chicago last Monday to visit with her sister. ... bartel 

Nov. 7, 1929 – The crew of men working on the Fox river bridge are busily engaged in the erection of a 

coffer dam preparatory of pouring the cement for the butment. … bridge improvement 

Nov. 14, 1929 – Theodor Jahns, of this city, was killed last Friday afternoon when run over by a 

Caterpillar tractor owned and operated by the Green Lake County Highway Commission near Markesan. 

… roads progress health 

Nov. 14, 1929 – Files of 1891. T.J. Paul sells ice house, dray and ice business to Wm. Schiefelbein. He will, 

however, carry on the business of general teaming, wood sawing, house moving, etc.. as usual. … 

business history 

Nov. 14, 1929 – Atty. Philip Lehner of this city may be a candidate for circuit judge against Judge Van 

Pelt at the next April election. Mr. Lehner has practiced law at Princeton for nearly 26 years and during 

that time has served several terms as city attorney, four terms as district attorney of Green Lake county, 

and was a legal adviser to Governor McGovern during his first administration. He was twice a candidate 

for Congress, in 1918 being defeated by only 474 votes. … politics 

Nov. 21, 1929 – Files of 1891. The foundation for Schaal’s new building is being laid. … Attorney Frank 

Clark has moved his law office form Harmon’s block into his own building, first door east of Piper’s 

restaurant. … Mr. Knobloch is about to open a saloon in the Buckhorn building. … Wm. Whittemore has 

traded his business property just west of Turner Hall for the home and piece of land belonging to W.F. 

Corenke on Farmer street.  … J.C. Thompson has purchased the building on Water street of Anton 

Rimpler, where the latter will soon erect a new block. Mr. Thompson has engaged Tim Paull to move the 



building to one of the lots just south of the brewery, where the building will be remodeled suitable for a 

dwelling. … business history 

Nov. 28, 1929 – Files of 1891. Mrs. Young has gone out of the photographing business, and the building 

is having a new front put in and other changes made. We understand that a saloon will be placed in the 

building. “A few more are needed in the village.” … The Green Bros. have recently placed a set of rollers 

in their mill for grinding rye flour. … business history 

Nov. 28, 1929 – Anyone who owns outright securities in our major industries would be foolish to sell 

them at low prices because of the recent slump. There is no indication of a business depression in 1930. 

This is the view of Hugh Bancroft, publisher of The Wall Street Journal and other financial and economic 

periodicals. … depression 

Dec. 5, 1929 – Files of 1891. G.A. (J?) Krueger has purchased the residence he has occupied for a number 

of years of J.W. Bland. The property is located on Wisconsin street and is a handsome place. … bartel 

Dec. 5, 1929 – Card party for St. John Catholic choir is big success. Story lists local businesses that 

contributed. … business 

Dec. 5, 1929 – Automobiles dragging gravel along the rails at a highway crossing were held today by the 

interstate commerce commission in Washington to have caused the passenger train derailment on the 

Chicago and Northwestern near Princeton on July 15 in which Fireman Eugene F. Curran, of Fond du Lac, 

was killed and 13 persons were hurt. The accident, the commission said, was the result of rail 

flangeways at the highway crossing being filled with gravel. A section foreman told investigators that it 

was necessary to clean out the flangeways on the crossing four or five times a week due to motor car 

traffic, the report said. … railroad crime health 

Dec. 12, 1929 – Files of 1891.  

Dec. 12, 1929 – Farmers Institute will be held at the Princeton Auditorium. … farm progress 

Dec. 12, 1929 – Edward Novak, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak, this city, came to a tragic death on 

last Friday evening, December 6, in an automobile accident which occurred on Highway 23 between 

Ripon and Rosendale. John Nowatzke, the driver of the car, Stanish Lese and Edward Novak were on 

their way to Fond du Lac. The pavement was slippery, with a light rain falling. The rain coated the 

windshield with ice, blinding the driver who said he was driving very slowly. Edward, the victim, leaning 

over the rear seat reached over in an attempt to clean the windshield. Nowatzke said his vision was cut 

off and applied the brakes, the car skidded around the pavement and tipped over into the ditch. Edward 

was pinned between the seat and top of the car and instantly killed. Edward Novak was born in 

Princeton on July 28, 1903, and was at the age of 26 years, four months and eight days. … obit … He 

leaves to mourn his death his parents, his brothers, John, Anton, Frank and Harry; his sisters, Mrs. Mike 

Blankevage, Gertrude, Mrs. F.R. Mueller, Mrs. Walter Nowatzke and Thresa. … bartel 

Dec. 12, 1929 – The first game of basket ball of the season was annexed at the Auditorium last Tuesday 

evening with a fair sized audience present. The game had been arranged with the Markesan team, but 

for an unexplained reason failed to make their appearance. However, several boys of Neshkoro, 

together with a traveling salesman who came here to witness the game, and with the addition of a local 



player, Ralph Giese, made up a quintette to oppose the local team. … The game on Tuesday ended with 

a score of 36 to 16 in Princeton’s favor.  … auditorium sports 

Dec. 19, 1929 – Files of 1891. 

Dec. 19, 1929 – The crew on the city bridge are engaged in the construction of the second butment and 

have commenced pouring cement last Saturday.  … bridge improvement 

Dec. 19, 1929 – Wish to announce that I have taken over the West Side filling station. Alex Rozek. … 

business 

Dec. 19, 1929 – Large sized home made pies, price, 40c. Fruit cake and Xmas cookies, at Marquardt’s 

Restaurant. … business 

Dec. 26, 1929 – Files of 1891. A.C. Tubner has opened a sewing machine office in the Wm. Corenke front 

front lately occupied by Wm. Whittemore.  … business history 

Dec. 26, 1929 – Taxes listed. Rate is $2.37 per hundred. … improvement 

Dec. 26, 1929 – Christmas services at St. John’s Lutheran, St. John’s Catholic, Community church and 

German Evangelical Church. … religion 

Dec. 26, 1929 – Old Tyme Dance. Everybody has been talking about the good times they had at the old 

tyme dance in the auditorium on Saturday night each week before advent. Because many refrain from 

dancing during advent, the management called off the dances until after Christmas. On Saturday night, 

Dec. 28, we open the series of Saturday night dances until the beginning of Lent. … The new auditorium 

has one of the finest floors of any hall in the state. A fine new stage has been built. The hall is large, 

roomy and presents a fine setting for the crowd’s enjoyment. The basement, which has a high ceiling 

has a lunch room, check room, two large club rooms, a dining hall and kitchen. A modern heating plant 

is among the equipment. New inside modern toilets have been installed the past week in the basement 

with separate apartments.  … The auditorium is now equipped so that everyone can have all the 

enjoyment, convenience and comfort of the most modern hall rooms of Wisconsin. … Card tables are 

ready in one of the club rooms, and any of the men who wish to play cards during the dance are 

furnished with tables, cards and score sheets. The next Old Tyme dance is next Saturday evening, Dec. 

28. Price’s Big Old Tyme Band will furnish the music. … Flo Wilson and Her Play Boys of fond du lac 

booked for Christmas dance Dec. 26. … entertainment 

Dec. 26, 1929 – Holdiay ads from businesses. Ladwig’s Restaurant 

1930 

Jan. 2, 1930 – The Princeton, St. Marie & Seneca Insurance Co. … has just concluded 50 years of 

business. This company was organized in the old stone school house, known as the Stimson school, in 

the Town of Princeton, in 1879, for the purpose of insuring all kinds of farm property. They now cary 

$1,465,617.00 of insurance on 429 policies. … To make the fiftieth year more successful, the company 

made no assessment. They have paid $65,774.76 in losses and in only one case did they go to court. The 

first officers of the fire insurance co. were James VanBuren, president; Ernst Lambert, treasurer; W.J. 

Mesick, secretary; and Eph. Mueller, F. Luedtke, H. Falbe and John Rude were the board of trustees. … 

business 



Jan. 2, 1930 – Roller skating grand opening at the Auditorium. Every Thursday and Sunday afternoon and 

evening. Fine skates, roomy floor and excellent music. … Old Tyme Dance at auditorium with Manthey 

orchestra (later called Manthey’s Pep Band). A week later Price’s Big Old Time Orchestra. … 

entertainment 

Jan. 2, 1930 – Mrs. Mattie Thomas spends several weeks visiting sister in Chicago. … bartel 

Jan. 9, 1930 – Aaron Fishkin dies at Mount Sinai hospital in Milwaukee. Conducted general merchandise 

business. … business 

Jan. 9, 1930 - To Emil Raach goes the distinction of having been the first resident of the city to pay his 

1930 taxes. … improvement 

Jan. 9, 1930 – ad for Dickinson Chevrolet Co., Princeton. … business 

Jan. 16, 1930 – Lehner announces candidacy for circuit judge of the 18th judicial circuit. “I have practiced 

law for over 25 years, during which time I have tried cases in practically every judicial in the eastern two-

thirds of Wisconsin and have participated in about 73 cases in the Supreme Court. I served four terms as 

district attorney, was executive counsel to the governor, and have held other public offices. … politics 

Jan. 16, 1930 – State bank holds annual meeting. “Cashier F.C. Krueger submitted a report of the year’s 

business and showed that the bank during the past year enjoyed a thriving business. All were pleased 

with the fine showing.” … At Farmers-Merchants National Bank annual meeting, Hyman Swed elected 

president. “The report submitted by Cashier H.A. Miller showed the bank in flourishing condition and 

enjoyed a very successful year. A dividend was declared and the surplus fund was added to. … business 

Jan. 16, 1930 – Clubs. The Royal Neighbors install officers. Agnes Gibbs, oracle; Jessie Ladwig, vice 

oracle; Irma Kalupa, past oracle.  … Fox River Camp 10541 R.N.A. meets first Tuesday of every month in 

the American Legion Hall. … entertainment 

Jan. 16, 1930 – Skating popular. A large crowd of jolly skaters filled the auditorium on Sunday. They 

enjoyed the fine exercise and good fellowship. A number came from other towns and complimented 

Princeton highly on its fine roomy skating floor in the auditorium with club rooms, check rooms and 

inside toilets. … In order to better serve the crowd of skaters and provide the best for their pleasure and 

enjoyment a new outfit of skates and music has been purchased. Harold, Wayne and Alfred Giese Jr. 

have purchased 150 new Chicago fiber skates of sizes ranging from 1 to 10. These new skates are of the 

best and latest and are used in all the best rinks in Chicago and Milwaukee. They have also purchased a 

new power electric player to furnish music. … They have secured the help of Max King and Clarence 

Krueger as instructors, leaders and mechanics. … They will have their opening on Thursday evening, Jan. 

16, and will continue to skate every Thursday evening and Sunday afternoon and evening. … 

entertainment 

Jan. 16, 1930 – The crew engaged on the new Fox river bridge began operations to install the third 

butment. So far, they have two completed. … bridge improvement 

Jan. 23, 1930 – A deal was recently consummated between Lem Kalupa and Philip Stelmacheski whereby 

the former took over the half interest of the latter in the Highway 23 Garage. Mr. Kalupa being the sole 

owner of the institution and will be known hereafter as the Kalupa Chevrolet Sales and Service Station. 

Last week in a transaction with the Dickinson Chevrolet Co., Mr. Kalupa has taken over the entire 



interest of that company and has added the Chevrolet car to his agency. … In a conversation with Mr. 

Kalupa he gave us the information that a fine and up-to-date garage equipped with a handsome show 

room will be built by him on Main street the coming spring. … business 

Jan. 23, 1930 – Misses Ruth Knaack and Marion Marquardt were joint hostess to a number of girl friends 

at the home of the former on last Friday evening. The occasion was a farewell for Norma Knaack and 

Doris Militzer who are leaving for the school and take up nursing. The guests attired in pajamas spend 

the evening at the game of rummy. … entertainment 

Jan. 23, 1930 – Band mothers bake sale at Mrs. E. Kidman grocery store.  … business 

Jan. 23, 1930 – Regardless the zero weather the crew of men engaged in building the Fox river bridge 

are employed daily. The third butment, west end, is under construction. An estimate is made that the 

bridge will be finished about July 4. … A sub-zero wave, by far the coldest of the winter, sent the 

mercury down to 26 degrees below zero in Princeton last Friday morning.  … bridge improvement 

Jan. 23, 1930 – State purchases Copper Falls State Park area. 

Jan. 30, 1930 – Files of 1891. Conductor Clark is having the upper story of his block now occupied by 

John Radtke remodeled and fixed over. Where? … A building is being erected between Hennig’s brick 

building and the building occupied by John Radtke as a saloon. The new structure will be occupied by 

Otto Maulick as a barber shop and a bath room. (I think this became the Hennig barber shop that 

burned in 1897 and was rebuilt.) … business history 

Jan. 30, 1930 – John Shew Jr. does well in correspondence course from school in Washington, D.C., in 

electric radio work. … business 

Jan. 30, 1930 – Masquerade ball at new auditorium Friday, Feb. 21, will be made a feature event of the 

season. … entertainment 

Jan. 30, 1930 – Gun control brief. Also, previous Washington newsletter discussed Mexican immigration. 

… politics 

Jan. 30, 1930 – Hard Time Party and Dance will be held Friday, Feb. 7, at the Auditorium. Music by Jack 

and His 1930 Vagabonds. Gents 50 cents, ladies 25 cents, spectators 25 cents. … Feb. 13. “The 

Auditorium last Friday evening was the scene of a large crowd, in fact, the largest crowd ever assembled 

in the spacious building.” Following were prize winners for being the most appropriately dressed for the 

event: Mrs. Anton Winetake, Miss Sophia Drill, Mace Morse and Frank Kozlowski. … entertainment 

No inside page for Jan. 30.? 

Feb. 6, 1930 – Files of 1891. 

Feb. 6, 1930 - Mrs. Elsie Curran, widow of Eugene F Curran, killed July 15 when a North Western train 

was derailed at Black Creek, near Princeton, is suing the railroad company for $50,000. Case will be 

heard at U.S. District Court at Winona, Minnesota. Has five children, all under the age of 7; one was born 

after father killed. Depositions taken from A.G. Hassmen, engineer of the train who was seriously injured 

in the accident; Frank Brown, conductor; Frank Pleur, of Princeton, foreman of the section where the 

wreck took place; Peter A. Friess, roadmaster; WW. Hoffman, master mechanic at Green Bay; and J.S. 

Rice, superintendent of the Wisconsin division of the North Western road at Green Bay. “Testimony 



indicated that the derailment was due to an obstruction on the track. The accident took place at 7 a.m. 

on July 15 and resulted in the derailment of the Fond du Lac-Marshfield passenger train. The engine was 

derailed on a wooden bridge over a creek about four and one-half miles west of Princeton. Curran, 

fireman on the locomotive, was instantly killed being thrown 100 feet to the opposite side of the creek.” 

– Ripon Press … railroad crime health 

Feb. 6, 1930 – Skating rink runs out of skates, so operators buy 50 additional pair from Chicago. … 

entertainment 

Feb. 13, 1930 – Files of 1891. E.D. Morse has been investing in Chicago real estate.  … history 

Feb. 13, 1930 – Peter Bartol obituary. Martin only survivor of original family, it appears. … bartel 

Feb. 13, 1930 – Rumor is afloat Princeton will be supplied with gas in the near future. Wm. Exner, head 

of the Wisconsin Power and Light Company of the Ripon division, was in the city recently and made 

inquiry as to right of way. … improvement 

Feb. 13, 1930 – The crew of men engaged on the third abutment of the west end of the $100,000 bridge 

crossing Fox River, this city, have completed the coffer dam and within days will have the dredging of 

about 25 feet in depth in the coffer dam finished. Later a number of piles will be driven, and concrete 

poured. A fourth abutment will be constructed on the east end of the bridge. … bridge improvement 

Feb. 13, 1920 – Recently the Princeton cheese factory has been re-opened by the proprietor, August 

Hammon, and is enjoying gratifying patronage. An expert cheese maker has been engaged in the person 

of Irwing Nenneman, of Plymouth, who has had a number of years’ experience in the profession and 

comes very highly recommended. We were presented with a good-sized sample of their product, and 

we vouch it to be the most delicious and appetizing we have ever eaten. … factory 

Feb. 13, 1930 – More about Lehner candidacy. He’s 47. He has served as city attorney of Princeton, four 

terms as district attorney of his county, and was executive counsel under Governor Francis E. McGovern, 

and state claim attorney before Congress. He was a candidate for attorney general in 1912 and was 

defeated for Congress by only 474 votes in 1918. Besides his other activities, he owns several farms, has 

headed dairy and other agricultural bodies, has had experience in business. … politics 

Feb. 20, 1930 – Files of 1891. 

Feb. 20, 1930 – Princeton Skat club, formed several years ago, holds annual tournament, won by Stanish 

Lese. … entertainment 

Feb. 20, 1930 – A capacity crowd witnessed “The Broadway Hoofer” at the Opera House Sunday 

evening. Every available seat was filled. The crowed voiced that the show was one of the best seen here 

for some time. The management of the Opera House are to be complimented on the fine releases they 

are getting. … In many cases these pictures were shown here before they reached the larger cities. The 

owners are doing everything they possibly can to give the theatre-going public the best in talking 

pictures. The pictures are clear, the sound and talking are easily heard and readily understood in any 

part of the spacious hall. We dare say that with better roads and weather conditions, standing room will 

be at a premium. … entertainment 

Feb. 27, 1930 – Files of 1891 



April 23, 1936 – The discovery examination of Dr. O. P. Schnetzky, in the action of Atty. Philip Lehner, 

plaintiff, vs. O. P. Schnetzky and Gordon Quinn, defendants, was held Tuesday, April 1, before Court 

Commissioner G. E. Ostrander in the City Hall. Philip Lehner appeared in his own behalf and Dr. O. P. 

Schnetzky appeared by Robert P. Stebbins and Carl N. Hull, of Madison, Wis. According to the records on 

file in the case no service of the summons, notice of taking desposition, affidavit and subpoena was 

served upon the other defendant, George Quinn, who it appears from the examination does not live in 

the state of Wisconsin. Philip Lehner sought evidence upon which to draw a complaint: for conspiracy to 

commit libel and slander against Dr. O. P. Schnetzky and Gordon Quinn, as a result of the circulation of a 

letter on or about April 6 and 7, 1936, in the recent election for mayor of the City of Princeton, Wis. The 

evidence as given at the examination showed that O. P. Schnetzky and Gordon Quinn had some 

conversation regarding the mayoral election in Princeton sometime in March. That Quinn wrote him a 

letter, which was read into the evidence, stating that Philip Lehner had asked him to lay off from the 

waterworks laborers Catholic and Polish as this was largely a Protestant community. … mailed to O. P. 

Schnetzky from somewhere in the State of Illinois and received by him the morning of the 6th day of 

April 1936, and by O. P. Schnetzky shown to several parties in the City of Princeton, many of whom were 

specifically named by the defendant, O. P. Schnetzky, as those to whom he had shown the same. We are 

informed that this hearing was only for the purpose of getting evidence upon which a complaint will 

later have to be drawn and served. The action created considerable interest among the people of the 

city as the City Hall was full to capacity at the examination. … politics 

Feb. 27, 1930 – The mask ball last Friday evening at the auditorium goes down in history as the biggest 

ever sponsored in Princeton. Over 600 tickets were sold for the event – 243 maskers were on the floor 

and about 400 spectators comprised the audience. Parties who came here from far and near declare it 

was one of the greatest social events they had ever witnessed. Everyone present enjoyed the occasion 

to the fullest extent. Many beautiful costumes were in evidence and made it difficult for the judges, who 

were outsiders, to decide the winners. Jack and His 1930 Vagabonds furnished delightful music for the 

dancers. … The proceeds of the evening was $335. … Best costume couple, Mr. and Mrs. George V. 

Kelley; best gent costume, Wm. Knaack; best ladies costume, Ione Krueger; best comic dressed couple, 

Mrs. Leo Schewe and Miss Sophia Drill; most comic gent, Robert Leonard Jr.; most comic lady, F.C. 

Krueger; best group of four, Leo Schewe, E.H. Priebe, Alfred Sommerfeldt, Harry Teske; best group of 

eight or more, Mary Davis, Lillian Kohn, Meta Moldenhauer, Kathryn Giese, Mrs. Herbert Wachholz, Mrs. 

Orlo Maulock, Marjorie Lamp, Evelyn Betry, Margaret Giese. … entertainment 

Feb. 27, 1930 – Charles Bohn, Milwaukee, moves to Princeton. He deals in rags, old iron, hides, etc. … 

business 

Feb. 27, 1930 – Manthey’s Old-Time Serenaders. … entertainment 

Feb. 27, 1930 – Eight hatcheries in the county; three in Princeton. … farm progress 

Feb. 27, 1930 – S.E. Mackowski close out sale. … business 

March 6, 1930 – Supt. George V. Kelley appointed to National Committee on Illiteracy. … school 

March 6, 1930 – Files of xxxx. F.E. Clark is fixing over and painting and papering his rooms just east of 

Piper’s restaurant that will soon sere as dwelling in addition to the part now occupied as his law office. 

… Dentist Straight has commenced performing wonders with that gas at his office. He puts people to 



sleep and when they awake their mouth feels as empty as a church contribution box. … Corenke’s 

harness shop and Ellinger’s saloon have recently received a new coat of paint. … business history 

March 6, 1930 – Jolly Eight Bunco Club. … entertainment 

March 6, 1930 – Ladwig restaurant. … business 

March 13, 1930 – Green Lake county common school graduates will get their diplomas on the steps of 

the Capitol at Washington if 300 students, the teachers, the parents and all those who wish to make the 

trip enroll and make it possible to complete arrangements for a special train direct from Princeton to 

Washington was announced by Supt. Kelley and an official of the C. & N.W. Ry. Who was in the city 

several days ago. … The entire cost of the trip will be $29.50 per person, which includes lodging or the 

night in Washington and all meals except lunch the first day. Two days in Washington with side trips to 

Mount Vernon and Alexandria, Virginia, site of the Masonic shrine to Washington. … schools 

March 13, 1930 – The bridge crew have finished the west side abutment and are now engaged in lifting 

the sheeting piling of the coffer dam. The east coffer dam is also under construction and when finished, 

cement for the abutment will be poured. A number of the beams for the bridge have arrived and are 

being loaded from the cars. Several of the beams are rated to weigh 50,000 pounds per length. … bridge 

improvement 

March 13, 1930 – George Conlin and A.P. Archer, of Waupun, came here last week and engaged in the 

grocery business and temperance drink parlor in the brick building on the West Side, corner of Main and 

Second streets. … business 

March 13, 1930 – Dr. Gustav Mueller visits from Muskegon, Michigan. … health 

March 13, 1930 – Ad for C.F. Van Pelt, running against Lehner for circuit judge. … politics 

March 20, 1930 – Files of 1891. The merry dancers tripped to the light fantastic at the new Schuetzen 

Hall, West Side, last night. … Attorney Frank Clark, having purchased the Whittemore property just east 

of Piper’s will occupy part of it as a law office in a short time. … business history 

March 20, 1930 – Mrs. Elsie Curran, Fond du Lac, widow of Eugene Curran, who was killed on July 15th 

last year, in the Chicago and Northwestern wreck near this city, was awarded the sum of $30,000 

against the railroad in a damage suit which she prosecuted as a result of her husband’s death. The case 

was opened in the federal court at St. Paul, Minnesota, on Tuesday of last week and concluded on 

Thursday afternoon when the jury retired. After deliberating about one hour the verdict awarding the 

widow $30,000 was returned. … railroad crime health 

March 27, 1930 –  Files of 1891 – J.C. Thompson has sold his property that he so long owned on Farmer 

Street. Charley Maik is the purchaser. … We understand Hon. F.T. Yahr has sold the lot west of his bank, 

on which stands the “Buckhorn” building, to Wm. Knobloch, who will start a saloon there. … business 

history 

April 3, 1930 – Files of 1891.  

April 3, 1930 – Dr. Mueller locates to this city. Dr. Gustav Mueller, the son of Mr. Erich Mueller, returned 

here on last Sunday afternoon and is completing arrangements for practice in our city. … Graduated 

from UW in 1922 after six years. Also grad of U of Minnesota. Worked at the City and County Hospital of 



St. Paul, Minnesota. Was in Minnesota for five years. Office on second floor of Princeton State Bank. 

April 10 – Drove to Chicago to purchase X—ray machine and other electrical equipment. … health 

business 

April 3, 1930 – Troop 25 holds first father-and-son banquet. Last Thursday evening the first annual 

Father and Son Boy Scout banquet was held in the intermediate grade room of the local high school. 

Scout Executive Mr. H. Hertz, of Oshkosh, was the speaker of the evening. In a splendid forty-five minute 

address, he touched on the many phases of scout work. … Toastmaster Supt. Geo. V. Kelley, also gave 

the boys a splendid address on Boy Scout work. Members of the Scout Executive Committee who also 

spoke briefly to the group were Principal Edgar Lang, Mr. A.F. Breitengross, Mr. Hyman Swed, Mr. H.A. 

Miller and Mr. H.E. Knutzen. … entertainment 

April 3, 1930 – Judicial election. Returns for Atty. Philip Lehner and Judge C.F. Van Pelt for the office of 

judge, 18th judicial circuit, comprising the counties of Fond du Lac, Columbia, Green Lake, Markesan and 

Adams, shows a big majority for Van Pelt. Columbia, Marquette and Adams counties showed a majority 

for Mr. Lehner. In the other three counties, however, the majority was not sufficient to overcome the 

large majority given Van Pelt in Fond du Lac and Green Lake counties (2785-1635). Lehner carried city by 

92 votes, town of Princeton by 95 votes; St. Marie vote was a tie. … politics 

April 3, 1930 – City election. Nearly 700 votes cast in city. High turnout due to judicial election as well as 

contested races for mayor (W.A. Gorr def. Alfred Warnke), treasurer (Emil Oelke def. Marie Polus) and 

third ward alderman (J.L. Bartol def. Rudolph Manthey). … politics 

April 10, 1930 – Washington trip details. $27.50. Children under 12 $17.50. Leave 6:30 a.m. May 15 and 

return 6 p.m. May 18. “President Hoover will greet the large Green Lake County delegation on the steps 

of the National Capitol. Dr. John Cooper, U.S. Commissioner of Education, will make the graduation day 

address. So far as is known, this is the first time in history that county school children outside of 

Washington have made such a wholesale pilgrimage to the capital of the U.S.” Itinerary will include 

Mount Vernon, Masonic Order monument to Washington in Alexandria, Virginia; Capitol; Treasury 

Department; Washington Monument and Lincoln Memorial, Congressional Library, White House, Ford’s 

Theatre and house where Lincoln died, Pennsylvania Avenue and other points rich in historic interest. 

Coaches “with splendid reclining chairs” will go through from GL County to Washington and back. No 

changing. 300 minimum needed; double that expected. … schools 

April 10, 1930 – A deer is seen almost daily on the Adolph Prachel farm north of this city. … sports 

April 17, 1930 – Files of 1891. S.M. Eggleston & Co, will move their stock of goods into the fine room 

recently vacated by Anton Rimpler in the Thiel block (May 1).  … J.P. Schneider sells his brick block on 

Water street to Lueck & Manthey, who have occupied it for some time. (Luce building?) … The weather 

signal flagstaff is being put in position and the flags will soon be up for the indication of weather 

conditions. … business history 

April 17, 1930 – The crew engaged on the new Fox river bridge completed the last abutment on last 

Saturday. Hereafter they will be engaged in the construction of another temporary bridge for the 

placement of the large iron beams. (50-ton beams) … bridge improvement 

April 17, 1930 – In a deal transacted last Tuesday between Wm. Knaack and Edwin Schultz, the latter 

became the owner of the former’s billiard parlor and takes immediate possession. … business 



April 24, 1930 – Files of 1891.  

April 24, 1930 – Andrew Drill dies. 66.  

April 24, 1930 – Pleasant Valley Pavilion opens Sunday, April 27. Mr. Verch has the hall remodeled and 

has increased the dancing floor. The hall is now 58 by 78. … business entertainment 

April 24, 1930 – Anyone in a hurry for beans to be planted for the company may get same at the Fred 

Nickodem store. Julius Kohnke, agent … farm progress 

May 1, 1930 – Files of 1891. Frank Mueller has opened up a drug store in the new room just completed 

one door west of G. Schaal’s hardware store. … business history 

May 1, 1930 – The League Contest for high school forensic work was held at Winneconne last Saturday. 

Grace Bartol, speaking of “The Death Disk,” was awarded second, and Isabel Affeldt placed third. Robert 

Lehner and Conrad Naparalla did not place. Grace goes to Menasha for subdistrict contest. … schools 

May 1, 1930 – Princeton Rod & Gun Club meets. Last season 42 cans of pike, 98 cans of trout and three 

cans of bass was distributed in various streams by the club. 60 members. Spending $150 on half-grown 

pheasants and pheasant eggs. … sports 

May 1, 1930 – Kenneth Roberts, Eugene Schewe and Nobert Bierman left for Oshkosh last Thursday 

where they underwent a barber’s examination under the direction of state officials. All three made a 

very satisfactory showing and received their Master Barber certificates. … business 

May 1, 1930 – The two large steel beams for the new Fox river bridge were placed in position at the 

west end last week. The combined weight of the two beams is 100 tons. Four more beams are required 

for the completion of the bridge. … bridge improvement 

May 8, 1930 – files of 1891. Charley Naik purchased the home from J.C. Thompson. … A lawn tennis club 

has been organized and the grounds are being fitted for that purpose near the railroad on Lincoln street. 

… Will Whittemore has moved his jewelry establishment into the room recently occupied by the Misses 

Francikowski as a millinery establishment. … business history 

May 8, 1930 – The PHS band will leave Friday morning for Milwaukee to attend the state band 

tournament. About 50 members will go. Plays at 7 p.m. Friday in the auditorium. In addition to the band 

Princeton will be represented by two soloists, Harold Bierman, sousaphone, Robert Lehner, baritone. … 

school band 

May 8, 1930 – Edward Kalleck, the barber, and Clayton Miller, employee at the Farmers-Merchants 

National bank, are the proud owners of an air plane delivered to them last Sunday. The former has 

considerable experience in manipulating the craft, taking instructions over the summer. … improvement 

airport 

May 8, 1930 – The St. John’s Catholic church are making very extensive improvements at their church in 

the way of cement pavement, leading from the Main street pavement to their sidewalk. Other 

improvements at the cemetery entrance will follow. … catholic religion 



May 8, 1930 – The bridge crew are busily engaged in placing the third beam of the new Fox river bridge. 

Preparations are also being made for the concrete pavement between the river bridge and the mill 

channel bridge. … bridge improvement 

May 15, 1930 – Files of 1891.   

May 15, 1930 – Archie Adrian and His Rhythm Boys placed at Auditorium. … entertainment 

May 15, 1930 -  The Princeton High School band composed of 50 musicians under the directorship of 

Prof. Edgar Zobel boarded the 6:35 a.m. passenger last Friday morning bound for Milwaukee and 

participated in the state band tournament of school bands which was held Friday and Saturday. .. The 

home band with an average of 10 to 20 months experience was placed in Class C and were scheduled to 

play on Friday afternoon immediately after the parade some twenty odd bands competing on that 

division. … West Salem, Princeton, Berlin, Muscoda and Mukwonago were winners of first place. … Each 

member of a winning band gets a pin to fasted to their uniform. Plaques were the prizes for ensemble 

groups and the soloists received gold medals for first place and silver for second and bronze for third. 

Arnold Kelm, Irene Prachel, Harry Slabosheski and Robert Lehner took part in the brass quartette section 

and received second place and were awarded a plaque with their names engraved which will be on 

display at the high school room. … school band 

May 22, 1930 – Detailed report on trip to Washington. 562 attend. “Much humor and jolly good fun 

prevailed throughout the journey. Two young people could not resist Dan Cupid’s darts and were 

secretly married in Alexandria on Saturday morning. … Mr. Clayton Miller and Miss Lillian Golz, both of 

Princeton, decided to make the trip a honeymoon. … The good growing out of a tour of this nature to 

the fountainhead of American government can never be estimated. The friendship formed, the 

knowledge gained, the broadening influence with the inspiration received repay many times over the 

price, time and effort required to make it. Supt. Geo. V. Kelley has reason indeed to feel proud of the 

successful completion of this mammoth project which he worked so hard to arrange and carry through 

to a successful completion. … Miller is son of cashier H.A. Miller and both work at Farmers-Merchants 

National Bank. … schools 

May 22, 1930 – files of 1892.  

May 22, 1930 – Mart Jays Old Time Fiddlers. … entertainment 

 

 

May 22, 1930 – The Princeton Milling Company who of late have experienced difficulty with their flume 

and water wheel have adopted the plan of furnishing their power with electric motors. Mr. Teske 

informs us they will be first class equipped and will be in running order in about two weeks. … factory 

May 22, 1930 – The crew of the Fox river bridge have the street between the two bridges graded and 

leveled and will commence paving same in the very near future. … bridge improvement 

May 22, 1930 – The big Music Festival for the county will be held in Princeton City Park Saturday, May 

24th. All invited. Diplomas will be given graduates about 10 a.m. … entertainment schools 

May 29, 1930 – Files of 1892.  



May 29, 1930 – With a background of May coloring, fashioned with streamers of rainbow hue, garlands 

of spring flowers, ribbons and beneath Japanese lanterns and wreaths of spring blooms. Green Lake 

county’s first all-county music festival was staged in the Princeton City Park Saturday afternoon with 

1,000 boys and girls participating. About 2,000 spectators witnessed the fete. … bleachers erected along 

east end of the tennis court and sheltered by a canvas windbreak. All-county school orchestra. Miss 

Goldene Sterling, county music supervisor, directed assembly singing America. George V. Kelley, county 

superintendent, told of the dream of several years which he had for the teaching of music in Green Lake 

county so that every boy and girl might have an equal opportunity to develop a love for music. “That 

dream has now come true,” Mr. Kelley said. “and I’m the happiest of all you people today when I realize 

that our county has been able to put into practice a countywide music program in every rural 

community, town, village and city. And I am proud to say that our director, Miss Goldene Sterling, is 

probably the best teacher of school music within the state.” … The most spectacular number of the 

program was the crowning of the May Qeen, Arabella Abendroth of the county normal school at Berlin, 

who was followed to the throne by her retinue of attendances, flower girls, and groups of children 

garbef to represent Mother Goose rhymes, fold Dances, etc. The queen wore a shining white and silver 

robe with flowing train and received a crown of spring flowers as soon as she was seated. … 200-piece 

harmonica band, original dances in costume, each rural school prepared a special number … Following 

festival the crowed went to the community hall where Superintendent Kelley, assisted by Lewis 

Marchenkuski, supervising teacher, gave out diplomas to the 108 common school graduates. … 

entertainment schools 

May 29, 1930 – The Wisconsin Telephone Company Manager H.E. Knutzen announced has started 

distribution of 500 copes of the new Princeton telephone directory. The new directory lists names and 

numbers for more than 400 telephone stations served by the local office. … improvement business 

May 29, 1930 – On Thursday afternoon of last week a large monoplane landed at the local airport. In the 

evening when the pilot with the owner George Fisher and another passenger attempted to take off 

failed to make the rise because of the fact their plane faced the wrong direction and going with the 

wind. They tore thru a fence on the south end of the port, crossed the street, tore down a second fence 

and landed upside down in a potato field oppose the home of Paul Klingbeil. Two of the passengers 

were badly bruised and cut about the face and body, and were treated at the office of a local doctor. … 

It is estimated damage done amounts to about $5,000. The craft was dismantled and shipped to Detroit 

for repairs. The pilot, before taking off, was warned by local fliers to take the opposite course but would 

not heed the warning. … improvement crime airport 

June 5, 1930 – PHS graduation. Isabel Affeldt valedictorian, Arnold Kelm salutatorian. … schools 

June 5, 1930 – Al. Eygabroad is the only Civil War veteran remaining in this city. … war history 

June 5, 1930 – Files of 1892.  

June 5, 1930 - Adolph Herman takes over the ice business. … business 

June 12, 1930 – Manthey chick hatchery? … business 

June 12, 1930 – Files of 1892.  



June 12, 1930 – We have sold our feed mill and are closing our book accounts. Teske Milling Co. … In a 

deal made last week between the Teske Milling Company and the Wisconsin Power and Light Company, 

the latter became the owners of the former’s mill. We are informed the property will undergo 

improvements after which it will be rented. H.O. Teske, who had management of the mill, has not yet 

decided the vocation he will pursue. … improvement factory 

June 12, 1930 – Dr. G.G. Mueller takes over residence of Supt. Geo. V. Kelley. 

June 12, 1930 – According to figures given out by David C. Pinkerton, of Oshkosh, supervisor of the 

census of the 8th District, there are but few unemployed in Green Lake County. The number of persons 

living in Green Lake village and usually working at a gainful occupation, who were reported on the 

unemployment schedule as without a job, able to work, and looking for a job was 12.  Other figures in 

the county follow: Town of Green Lake, 3; Town of Kingston, 2; Kingston village, 2; Town of Mackford, 1; 

Markesan village, 2; Town of Marquette, 10; Princeton city, 7. … depression 

June 19, 1930 – The Fox river bridge crew is preparing for paving the street between the big bridge and 

the mill channel bridge. Part of the frame work has been completed and prospects are that the laying of 

cement will begin this week. The south half of the street will be first completed, and traffic will be 

directed to the north half of the street. The west span of the bridge is already concreted. The floor part 

of the draw will be finished off with creosote blocks while the east span will be of concrete. It is 

estimated that the entire work will be completed about August 1. … bridge improvement 

June 19, 1930 – Steps taken by Geo. V. Kelley to form committee for creation of a permanent alumni or 

organization of the PHS. Representatives of each of the last 12 classes 1919-1930 named to committee. 

… Mrs. E. Bartol asked to represent 1910. First class represented is 1905 – Edna Fuller. … schools 

June 19, 1930 – Files of 1892. 

June 26, 1930 – Files of 1892. Dr. Racek’s house is the first south of Turner Hall.  

June 26, 1930 – Fatal accident case from about 11 p.m. Nov. 7, 1928, in Fond du Lac. Andrew Napieralla 

gets $1,000. Mrs. Cecelia Manthey, whose husband, Norbert, was killed in crash, awarded $3,500. 

Napieralla sought $7,000 – had fractured skull, still has nervous spells, dizziness and cannot work, 

Manthey $10,000. Truck heavily laden with poultry crates protruding over the sides of truck. Truck went 

over black line and hit Manthey’s car. … health 

June 26, 1930 – Green Lake chapter of the American Red Cross will offer free classes for swimming, life 

saving and first aid at Hattie Sherwood Park beach. … health 

July 3, 1930 – Princeton merchants made it possible to broadcast a community program over the 

Poynette broadcasting station on Thursday afternoon of last week. The program began about 1 o’clock 

and was listened to by practically every Princeton citizen as well as the entire state. Following took part 

in the program: Princeton High School band, Supt. George V. Kelley gave a history of Princeton and 

announced the Fourth of July celebration and the dedication of the new Fox River bridge. Little Phyllis, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F.C. Teske, rendered a vocal solo and was accompanied on the piano by her 

mother. Jack and His Vagabonds played several numbers. Wallace, the youngest old-time fiddler, 

accompanied by Jack on the banjo, entertained with two selections. The program came in fine and many 



listeners-in complimented the broadcasters and the city of Princeton upon their fine talent. … 

improvement entertainment 

July 3, 1930 – Files of 1892. A downright blizzard prevailed today. Frank Mueller has received the 

following: Cold wave coming. Hoist cold wave signal. Temperatures will fall 18 to 20 degrees. … Otis L. 

Warren and George Wight have leased the Markesan mill. … The Democracy were out in full force 

demonstrating in honor of Cleveland’s election Tuesday night. They were here from all directions. The 

torch light parade was goof. Among other attractions connected with the parade was Steve Duley 

wheeling Robert Schaal in a wheelbarrow, another result of an election bet. … history 

July 3, 1930 – A dark gloom spread over the whole community when it was whispered from one to 

another that Fred Nickodem, one of Princeton’s merchants was gone. Death came to him without 

warning on Tuesday evening at 11:45. During the entire day and evening, he attended to business 

matters in his store. Heart block was the cause of his death. He was at the age of 72 years. … business 

bartel 

July 3, 1930 – Joe Nickodem, Chicago, Frank Nickodem and daughter, of Texas, were arrivals and are 

visitors with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nickodem. … bartel 

July 10, 1930 – Fred Nickodem obit. Died Wednesday, July 2, at 12:02 a.m., heat block. 73. Came to 

America in 1880, lived in Pennsylvania for one year, came to Princeton and was employed in harness 

shop of Edward Reetz. For 31 years he was engaged in the general merchandise business with his 

brother Charles. The past seven years conducting his business in his own name and enjoying a good 

patronage. Eight kids – Frank, Edward, Theodore, John, Clara, Mrs. A.N. Tousignant, Alex. One preceding. 

Sister is Mrs. Thos. Schrey. Brother Charles still alive. … bartel 

July 10, 1930 – Files of 1892. … Mrs. M.C. Russell lives at corner of Farmer and Harvard. … Fritz Mueller 

came over from Sheboygan. ... Hon. D.H. Waite, for ten years a resident of Princeton, is one of the 

successful candidates of this singular political year, and was elected governor of Colorado by the 

populist vote. He erected the block J. E. Hennig now owns ??first national bank??, also the corner store 

now owned by O.H. Lichtenberg. He left here about 1859. … Miss Emilie Viola Yahr, accomplished 

daughter of Senator F.T. Yahr, of this city, will be united in marriage this evening at the family residence 

to Mr. Charles G. Foster, a wealthy gentleman of Milwaukee. … history 

July 10, 1930 – Princeton stages Fourth of July celebration. With weather conditions favorable and a 

crowd of at least 7,000 attending, the 4th of July celebration of real merit was sponsored in the city park 

last Friday. … Geo. V. Kelley is the president of the park board and was prime mover in staging the big 

and successful event. … PHS band and the little German comic band … Several planes were at the port, 

opposite the park, and went through a number of stunts and carried passengers. The planes came here 

from Milwaukee and several hundred people took rides. The dance in the auditorium was largely 

attended in the evening – about 300 dance numbers were sold. Jack and His 1930 Vagabonds, this city, 

furnished delightful music to dancers. … entertainment 

July 10, 1930 – Governor attends celebration. The big crowd cheered and cheered Governor Walter 

Kohler here on July 4th. When he landed on the Air Port the firing squads of the American Legion fired 3 

volleys in announcement of his arrival. They also escorted him to the park and on the completion of his 

speech they saluted him with another volley. He made a splendid, comprehensive patriotic speech, and 



it was plainly evident that he is popular with the masses. His work for the past term has convinced the 

people that he is prepared to solve with justice to all the tax payers and the big problems of state 

government. … Recently he saved the state over $145,000 on road contracts and in our county alone he 

saved the taxpayers $30,000 on a road contract that he held up because the contract price according to 

big business judgment was deemed by him exorbitant. … It is being predicted everywhere that the 

Governor will be returned to office this fall by the largest majority ever given a man for that office. … 

entertainment 

July 10, 1930 – Bridge dedication not held. On account of the rain on the forenoon of July 4th the 

dedication of the new Fox river bridge was dropped from the program. There was abundance of mud 

and slush about both entrances to the bridge, and it seemed unadvisable to ask the crowd down there. 

The Mayor and the committee in charge decided that on account of the condition of the entrancy and 

also due to the fact that the bridge was incomplete that the dedication ceremony would be put off. It 

has been tentatively decided to hold the dedication on August 31st (Sunday), at which time a very 

elaborate program will be carried out with noted speakers present. A fine program will be presented. … 

bridge improvement 

July 10, 1930 – Wachholz sells stock. In a deal recent consummated between R.G. Wachholz and a 

Chicago company, the latter took over the general merchandise line of the former and transported same 

to Chicago last Tuesday. Mr. Wachholz, in connection with his son Herbert, will cater only to the 

furniture and undertaking business in the future. The building just cleared will be refilled with a full 

stock of new and up to date furniture of all kinds. … They intend to carry one of the most complete and 

largest furniture and coffin stocks in this section of the state. … business 

July 17, 1930 – Files of 1892. Princeton now has telephone connections with the outside world. … 

history 

July 17, 1930 – The Princeton baseball team recently joined the Central State League, replacing 

Redgranite. Team of entire home talent. League composed of Ripon, Green Lake, Omro, Oshkosh, Berlin 

and Princeton. … sports 

July 17, 1930 – Chicago & North Western Ry. Has inaugurated combination Parlor Car and Coach service 

on training leaving Princeton at 7:50 p.m. arriving Marshfield 10:45 p.m. and on train leaving Princeton 

2:55 p.m. arriving Fond du Lac 4:20 p.m. … railroad 

July 17, 1930 – Annual school meeting. Herman Spooner re-elected treasurer. Tuition for students from 

rural districts $3.60 per month per child. Dist. No. 6 of Town St. Marie transported seven children, paid 

$180. Dist. No. 5 of the Town Marquette five children $160. … sports 

July 17, 1930 – M.E. Hicks, one of the world’s greatest marksmen, will give an exhibition at the J.P. 

Hotmar hardware store on Saturday, July 26, at 2:30, 4:30 and 8 p.m. The exhibition will include a 

number of difficult rifle shots, revolver and shot gun, also will give a lecture on practical and safe 

methods of using firearms. … business entertainment 

July 17, 1930 – “Outdoor Wisconsin” That is the title on the cover of a seventy-six page magazine just 

issued by the Wisconsin State Tourist bureau, Milwaukee, which effectively sets worth in words and 

pictures the recreational and scenic attractions of the Badger state. … The Fox River, which is both Lake 

Winnebago source and outlet, is an historic stream, forming as it does part of the water highway which 



the Indians, voyageurs, French missionaries and explorers, and later the English and Americans, traveled 

in going from Green Bay to the Mississippi. Along its banks today will be found monuments and markers 

to commemorate events which occurred in the early period of our national history, particularly as it 

relates to French dominion over the region.” … history  

July 24, 1930 – Congressman Florian Lambert, of Oshkosh, dies from injuries in car accident 10 days 

earlier while he was motoring to his home from Washington. … politics 

July 24, 1930 – Files of 1892. Mrs. O.N. Harmon has rented her stone building on Water street to be 

used for marble cutting. This is undoubtedly a good point for that business. … G.J. Krueger has the 

painters at work on his new house. He is another who is building a complete residence, an ornament to 

that locality. … bartel history 

July 24, 1930 – Almost unbearable heat gripped this section of country Thursday, Friday and Saturday of 

last week when the thermometer ranged 96, 98 and 100 degrees, respectively. Last Sunday was the 

record breaker when the mercury took a shot at the 104 degrees in the shade and little relief was there 

to be found in the open air during the day because of the blazing sunshine and sultry winds. … No rain 

has prevailed in this section of the state since the morning of July 4. Vegetables, potatoes and many 

other crops are becoming a prey of the terrible heat and drouth. Lawns in the city present a sad 

appearance. Corn is shriveling and other vegetation is dying. … health 

July 24, 1930 – Ad for speed boat races at White Lake beach, sponsored by Mr. Scharenberg. … 

entertainment 

July 31, 1930 – Files of 1892. J.M. Stimson will build residence on lot purchased from W.W. Whittemore 

on Water street. … George Harmon nearly drowns. He was with Alfred Giese above the dam at the lock. 

… history 

July 31, 1930 – Last Saturday afternoon the new Fox river bridge was raised for the first time and many a 

Princeton citizen went there to witness the sight. Last Tuesday a state engineer and County highway 

commissioner Jenkins came here to inspect the bridge and by examining the creosote block pavement 

on the middle span, found that the blocks had let loose and were out of place, due to the fact that 

improper nailing of the blocks and raising of the bridge caused the damage. Contractors who had this 

part in charge will be obliged to make repairs. The streets on both the east and west sides leading to the 

bridge has been concreted and the sidewalks adjoining the streets were completed last week. The walks 

on the south and north sides of the channel bridge are now under construction and it is promised will be 

finished in a few days. Just when all will be completed and opened to traffic cannot be determined at 

this time. Possibly not before the 15th of August. … bridge improvement 

July 31, 1930 – Thunderstorms on three consecutive nights without a cloudy day within the week 

brought a heavy rainfall to Princeton and vicinity over the weekend, the amount being practically 

sufficient to make a normal month as regains rainfall had it been distributed over a period of thirty days. 

The first of the rainstorms on last Friday night broke a twenty-day drouth with a heavy shower. … health 

July 31, 1930 – Wm Kieck barn burns. South of this city. … fire 

JULY 31, 1930 – Philip Lehner, Princeton attorney, was chosen as the Progressive standard bearer to 

succeed the late Congressman Lampert in the Sixth Congressional district at a convention field at the 



Retlaw hotel, Fond du Lac, Thursday evening, July 24, at the call of Thomas P. Hayden district chairman. 

… politics 

August 7, 1930 – In a speech Mr. Lehner said: “If elected to congress, I will vote “wet” but I believe I 

regulation of the liquor traffic. If this is not done we will get into more trouble.” … Aug. 24 – Says he is 

opposed to chain banking and chain stores. … politics 

August 7, 1930 - Frank Novak Jr. gets married in Milwaukee to Marie Malinowski. Bride attended by 

groom’s sister, Miss Theresa M. Novak. She was accompanied by Mr. August Bartol, of Cudahy. … bartel 

August 7, 1930 – Honor goes to Father Tom. Father Jankowski drove the first car over the $125,000 

bridge across the Fox river amid cheers from the workmen and spectators on Monday at 1:30 p.m. 

August 3, 1930. A.D. He was followed in a car soon after by Mayor Gorr, Alderman Lese and Clerk 

Rimpler. … bridge improvement 

August 7, 1930 – Peters Bros. – a real German band – who give a concert and dance at the auditorium 

Tuesday evening Aug. 12th “have a reputation of pleasing their audiences with real old time German 

tunes and music. They play “Grad vie in Deutschland.” Enjoy the music and vaudeville acts. 

August 7, 1930 – Stanish E. Mackowski obit. Died Aug. 1 at 8:45 p.m. at his home. Ill since July 6. 66. 

Came to America in 1882. One year after arrival became clerk at the general store of S.M. Eggleston for 

eight years. In 1891 entered mercantile business with his brother Joseph and remained with him until 

1906 after which he became sole owner and carried it on successfully until just a few weeks when he 

was taken ill.  … businesss history 

August 7, 1930 – C.J. Kreilkamp, principal of the Green Lake Training school for the past number of 

years, tendered his resignation to the school officials recently. … schools 

August 7, 1930 – Automatic wage increases? … politics 

August 7, 1930 – Edward and Richard Breitengross, Morris Swed, Keith Miller, Junior and Preston 

Hiestand, who attended the Boy Scout camp at Twin Lakes, near Waupaca, for the past two weeks, 

returned to their home here last Saturday. … entertainment 

August 14, 1930 – Files of 1892. Two dances on the west side on Dec. 26 – one at Swanke’s new store 

room and the other at Schuetzen Hall. … The railroad surveyors are still at work setting stakes between 

Princeton and Westfield. … S.A. Hake passes. …. history 

August 14, 1930 – A drenching rain last Saturday morning washed away the intense heat wave which 

has discomforted this region for the past several weeks with the thermometer ranging all the way from 

90 to 96 degrees in the shade. A much-needed rain, the first of consequence since July 26, fell generally 

over this section of the state. Cooler weather accompanied the downpour. … health 

August 14, 1930 – Grand Army of the Republic: Peak enrollment in 1892 when 14, 147 members 

belonged to 276 posts in Wisconsin. Now, 730 veterans in 127 posts. Founded in 1866 in Madison with 

50 members. … war 

August 14, 1930 – The crew of men who have the new Fox river bridge completed are now engaged in 

taking down the temporary bridge and clearing the temporary roadway. … bridge improvement 



August 21, 1930 – U.S. Sen. John J. Blaine campaigns with Lehner in Princeton at 8 p.m. Aug. 22. No 

details in paper … “spoke before a large and appreciative audience on the streets of our city. PHS band 

performs. … politics 

August 21, 1930 – Files of 1892 –  

August 21, 1930 – All high school graduates may take the County Normal course and complete in one 

year and secure a first-grade certificate for five years, good for any county in the state. … schools 

August 21, 1930 - 

August 21, 1930 – Favored with the most beautiful weather, the largest crowd ever attended a 

Princeton school picnic in their park last Sunday. … It is estimated that about 1,000 people partook of 

the elaborate chicken dinner. … It is estimated that more than 5,000 people attended the picnic. … In all 

it was the biggest success of any school picnic ever sponsored in Princeton. The gross receipts amounted 

to $2,932.42. … catholic 

August 21, 1930 – W.J. Campbell, of Oshkosh, running against Lehner for Republican. For repeal of 18th 

Amendment. … politics 

August 21, 1930 – Five well-armed gunmen rob Montello bank of more than $4,100. … crime 

August 21, 1930 – Grand opening Aug. 23. Princeton is to have a fine new designed golf course. It is to 

be replete with the latest and best novel designs. … Welsey Ladwig, local artist, has spent months 

designing and planning the latest and best golf course on paper. Now he has arranged to give Princeton 

this new and novel design in miniature golf. The location selected is one block from the business center 

of Main Street, highway 23 and a block from the City Hall. It is a wonderful location for scenic beauty, 

proximity to the business section and good shade and space for a large roomy course of its kind. About a 

dozen men are at work this week and the grand opening will be Saturday night of this week. Electric 

lights will be installed. … No pains in work or money is being spared to make this one of the prize 

winners of Wisconsin. Entry has also been made in the Journal contest for the best golf course in 

Wisconsin. … Miniature golf has become a national and a very popular game. It started in California 

among the resorters last winter and in June began its crusade through the North West. … To be in 

fashion and up to date in the cities today people must say they play Peter Pan, Tom Thumb or miniature 

golf. The game of golf is highly recommended by physicians for jaded nerves and other forms of mental 

rests. … entertainment sports 

August 21, 1930 – An entire new force of three teachers arrived here on last Tuesday and will have 

charge in teaching the children of St. John’s Catholic school. … One of the teachers is a very 

accomplished pipe organ payer. … catholic 

August 28, 1930 – School staff. Edgar F. Lang, principal. The school maintains in addition to the regular 

academic departments, the special departments of agriculture, domestic science and commercial 

training. In addition, as extracurricular activities, there are offered declamatory and oratory, band 

instruction and basketball. School paper published every six weeks. … schools 

August 28, 1930 – Files of 1892 – Dr. and Mrs. Racek have taken possession of that substantial residence 

on Short street just vacated by Conductor Burns, who moved into new residence erected by Gene Smith. 

… history 



August 28, 1930 – Lehner platform … 12 points. I will vote to outlaw war. I will support a referendum on 

war so the people may first vote. … Instead of spending the taxpayers’ money to build warships, I favor 

using that money to build roads and reduce taxes. … He is opposed by Harry E. Schlerf, secretary for 11 

years to the late Congressman Florian Lampert. Also W.J. Campbell, of Oshkosh. Both oppose US in 

League of Nations. … politics 

August 28, 1930 – The bridge crew who have been engaged in the building of the new Fox river bridge 

for the past twelve months left for various parts of the state last Monday. … bridge improvement 

Sept. 4, 1930 – 11:50 a.m. – Files of 1892. 

Sept. 4, 1930 – The most severe rainstorm, accompanied by terrific wind, almost taking proportions of a 

cyclone, visited this section of the state last Monday afternoon causing thousands of dollars of damage 

to buildings. Many structures were leveled to the ground, trees uprooted and branches scattered in 

every direction. On the Walter Patrick farm west of this city two barns were ignited by lightning and 

were totally destroyed by fire, as was also a corn crib and silo. North of Princeton on the Albert Krause 

farm, a barn was struck by lightning and destroyed. Horses and cattle which were housed in the barn 

were saved by Mr. Krause assisted by neighbors. South of this city on the John Kuharski farm the 

toolshed became a prey of the storm and farm machinery and tools badly damaged. At the Fred 

Spooner place outbuildings were moved from their foundations. A tin roof was torn from the John 

Wozniak building. At the William Kohnke, Albert Dumdey and Edward Zanto farms, buildings were 

damaged to a great extent. The Albert Luedtke garage, W. Main Street, was struck by lightning causing a 

blaze. … Many hay and straw stacks were blown over and carried over the fields. Alongside of the 

highways and the streets in this city, trees were blown over damaging telephone and electric light 

service in rural and city districts … The rain, the heaviest this summer, and the first in 22 days, was of 

great value to the late potatoes corn, pastures and vegetables. … health 

Sept. 4, 1930 – Louis Marchenkuske, for five years supervising teacher of Green Lake county, was chosen 

Friday as principal of the Green Lake County Rural Normal school at Berlin and his salary set at $3,200 

per year. His predecessor, C. J. Kreilkamp, who resigned, was receiving $3,900 per year. … 35. Past 

commander of Princeton Legion post. … schools 

Sept. 4, 1930 – George V. Kelley, county superintendent of schools, planning tour in the South starting 

Dec. 26 and returning on Jan. 2. $59.50 per person. Civil War battlefields in Tennessee and points of 

interest in Florida will be included. … schools 

Sept. 4, 1930 – Anton Polus breaks back sliding down haystack. 

Sept. 11, 1930 – Files of 1892. Political banners strung across street “make a rather pleasing 

appearance.” … history 

Sept. 11, 1930 – Lehner endorsed by Sen. La Follette, Sen. Blaine, Ex-Gov. McGovern, organized labor 

and others. Republic – Mr. Lehner has lived in our neighborhood for more than 26 years, owns farms 

and property here, and knows the interests of the people of this county. It seems that it would be the 

best for our county to send Mr. Lehner to Congress. … But in very same issue … W.J. Campbell, 

candidate for Congress, is also a man who should have your vote. … politics 



Sept. 11, 1930 – Princeton public school enrollment 201. 99 in the high school. 22 seniors, 25 juniors, 20 

sophomores and 32 freshmen. Grades 1-3, 46; 4-6, 34; 7-8, 22. … schools 

Sept. 11, 1930 – Bridge dedication delayed again. Will be held Sept. 28. … bridge improvement 

Sept. 11, 1930 – Golden anniversary of Rev. A.G. Hoyer celebrated at the St. John’s Lutheran Church 

today. 40-50 ministers from various parts of the state. German service in forenoon, English in evening. … 

lutheran 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Terrible Airplane Accident. As the result of stunt flying, a terrible accident happened in 

this city last Tuesday afternoon when Ray Theis, of Pawhuska, Oklahoma, came here in his plane and 

landed at the village airport. After visiting with relatives and friends he returned to the port and took up 

several passengers for a ride. He had flown a good share of the afternoon going through various 

maneuvering stunts about the airport and over the city. At about 5:30 o’clock he was accompanied by 

Mrs. Swanke, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand Wuerch, and Miss Lillian Kelm, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Paul Kelm, when stunt flying was again resorted to, and when directly over the field he 

manipulated his craft so near the ground that it struck with one of its wings and breaking it in halves, the 

plane took a shoot toward the west, a distance of 400 to 500 feet and landed directly on the pavement 

near the A. Humphrey residence, on Fulton street. Spectators who were present and witnessed the 

accident rushed to the scene and found Miss Lillian Kelm had been killed instantly. Mrs. Swanek 

sustained injuries from which she passed away on Wednesday early. The pilot of the plane was found in 

an unconscious state with lacerations about the face and head. He was taken to the office of local 

physicians and accorded treatment. Later in the evening he had so far recovered to be able to be taken 

to the home of Gustav Borsack. An inquest was held at the City Hall yesterday morning. The plane is a 

total wreck. … The coroners inquest on Wednesday forenoon, it was decided that the accident was due 

to careless driving. … improvement airport crime health 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Lieut. Edward P. Shurick of St. Paul, Minnesota, commander of the National Skyriders, 

America’s greatest flying squadron will visit Princeton, Wednesday evening, September 17, to confer 

with the executive committee of the Bennie Kasierski Post No. 366, American Legion, in reference to the 

establishment of an airport base at Princeton for his organization. … The National Skyriders have 

undertaken the task of establishing over forty new airports in the state of Wisconsin, located in strategic 

locations, designed to serve the 20 transport pilots, members of our organization. … Sept. 25 – The 

Princeton Airport has been made Wisconsin Base No. 39 of the National Skyriders, America’s greatest 

flying squadron composed of over 200 transport pilots of the Northwest. The airport authorization was 

given to the local Legion post by Lt. Edw. P. Shurick, commander of the Skyriders during his visit to this 

city. Both Lynn Merrill, commander of the local post, and Ralph Giese, adjutant, were made Legion 

members of the organization. George V. Kelley, secretary of the chamber of commerce and president of 

the airport, was made a member of the National Skyriders. “Flying rules and regulations might have 

prevented the unfortunate accident that occurred on the field this week,” Lt. Shurick stated after a 

survey of the accident. “It is this kind of flying that the National Skyriders are trying to stamp out and 

now that this field has been made a base, no further flying of a dangerous nature will be permitted. … A 

tour of planes will visit Princeton within a short time, under the direction of James H. Palmer, veteran 

airmeet director. It is hoped by establishing this base to regulate flying in Princeton so that it will be safe 

and sane. Flying rules on the field will be enforced. “The Princeton Airport is excellent,” Lt. Shurick 



stated, and the accident was not due to a faulty field or plane but to the carelessness of a pilot who took 

chances. … improvement airport 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Half Century in Lutheran Service. Favored with wonderful September weather, the 

Golden Jubilee of the Rev. A. G. Hoyer took place on Thursday, the 12th of the month and was celebrated 

throughout the congregation midst friends, conference brothers, relatives and family members. A 

morning service arranged for 10 a.m., when the church deacons accompanied their pastor to his place of 

honor and seated him beside him Presidents of the Synod and North Wisconsin District, also clergymen 

from neighboring charges who bore messages of gratitude and good will. The decorations were plants 

and bouquets in profusion lending a picture of cheer and festiveness. The choir further added a jubilant 

spirit by rendering two numbers. Prof. August Pieper of the Thiensville Theological Seminary spoke 

forcefully on the importance of Gospel preaching. The was followed by an English sermon by Rev. Otto 

Hoyer, of Winneconne, a nephew of the jubilarian. Impressive and memorable was his text, carried out 

with a heart appeal. The president of the congregation, Mr. Rudolph Manthey, in fitting words 

addressed the pastor and offered a purse in recognition of his services. The Rev. O. Theobald, who filled 

the liturgic part of the program, then presented a gold cross and also a framed memorial in behalf of the 

Winnebago conference for fifty years of faithful service.  … Dinner and supper were prepared for the 

congregation and all guests by Lutheran Ladies Aid in their church basement. … A large white 

anniversary cake graced the table of the honored party. … The Sheboygan male quartette rendered 

various vocal numbers. … Several poetic tributes were read … Cards, letters, telegrams, even from 

distant California, and a cablegram from Berlin, Germany, carried congratulations and good wishes to 

the honored pastor. … The day’s event closed with an English service by Rev. Zich, of Green Bay. … Rev. 

Hoyer also devoted 40 years in active service on the mission board, organizing many congregations in 

localities as far as Duluth, Minnesota. … In all the years that Rev. Hoyer has lived here, he has always 

been recognized as an outstanding leader for good in our community. He is also recognized by 

everybody, whether a member of the church or not. … lutheran 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Election results. County favors Philip La Follette over Kohler for governor, Lehner over 

Harry E. Schlerf and Wm. J. Campbell for congress. City favors La Follette and Lehner, too. Lehner carried 

district race by 3,200 majority. … Oct. 23 – Lehner carried city by a vote of better than 3 to 1 over his 

nearest opponent, carried town of Princeton by a vote of 11 to 1, town of St. Marie by a vote of nearly 5 

to 1. … politics 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Bargain Store notice - failed to provide annual report. … business 

Sept. 18, 1930 – PHS class officers. … Each year a Triangle contest is conducted for the purpose of 

increasing subscription sales of the Triangle. The class having the largest percentage of subscription 

sales is awarded a prize. This year a 14-inch silver loving cup will be purchased by the Triangle staff. On 

this cup, the name of the winning class will be engraved at the expense of the losing class. … school 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Wachholz, residents of this city for the past number of years, left for 

Westfield last Saturday to make that city their future home. Mr. Wachholz was engaged with his son 

Herbert in the furniture and undertaking, also in the general mercantile business. The latter, however, 

was dispensed with recently and he and his son devoted their time in the exclusive furniture and 

undertaking line of business. … Their son Herbert Wachholz will conduct the furniture and undertaking 

in Princeton. … business 



Sept. 18, 1930 – County Normal has enrollment of 30 students. Lewis Marchenkuske is principal. (Berlin) 

Tri-County News. … schools 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Miss Edna Lichtenberg left for West Point, Mississippi last Monday where she will teach 

at the Colored Girls Seminary. … schools 

Sept. 18, 1930 – The Woman’s Progressive club rummage, bake and apron sale Oct. 1 in the Erich 

Mueller building one door east of the B. J. Priske paint store. … business 

Sept. 18, 1930 – Files of 1892. Martin Van Buren, 93, dies at home of his son James. 

Sept. 25, 1930 – Files of 1892. It is probably the new addition to the American House will be erected ere 

long. It will reach back some 140 feet from the front. H.K. Priest is having several maples, quite large, set 

west of the American House. The shade will be appreciated by the guests of the hotel in the warm 

summer weather. … Dr. Straight is fast becoming a fine artist. The exquisite profiles he has drawn of 

himself in the soft sand about his premises indicate a successful career in that direction. He bought the 

bicycle of Wm. Whittemore. … O.N. Harmon passed away March 24. … Miss M.H. Humphrey delivered 

an excellent lecture on temperance at the M.E. church last evening to a large audience. Miss Humphrey 

has succeeded in organizing a Good Templars Lodge at this place, the lodge to be known as Princeton 

Lodge. … history 

Sept. 25, 1930 – Obits for Lillian Kelm and Mrs. Arnold Swanek. Leona (Wuerch) Swanek was 22. Had 3-

year-old son. Lillian Kelm was 19. Only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kelm. Worked as operator with the 

Wisconsin Telephone company.  … improvement airport crime health 

Sept. 25, 1930 – Mrs. G.J Krueger obit. He died on March 31, 1926. 

Sept. 25, 1930 – Princeton is to have a gala week commencing Wednesday, Oct. 1st, when the Patenza 

Amusement Co. … is to sponsor a program of entertainment for the people of Princeton and miles 

about. There will be carnival shows and parade. On Sunday, Oct. 5th, the new $125,00 Fox River bridge 

will be dedicated with great ceremonies. There will be bands, speeches, parades. There will be many 

surprises in the park in the afternoon. The last big Mardi Gras and carnival of the season. … 

entertainment bridge improvement 

Sept. 25, 1930 – Rumor has it that the 10:15 a.m. and the 6:30 A.M. passenger will be discontinued 

beginning the fore part of next week. As per advise there will be only one passenger train for the east, 

namely the 2:45 train, and one going north, the 7:45 passenger. Rumor has it that a bus from Fond du 

Lac will carry mail through Princeton and going to Wisconsin Rapids. … railroad 

Oct. 2, 1930 – Judge and Mrs. H.E. Megow celebrate golden wedding anniversary in the American Legion 

room adjacent to their home. …  

Oct. 2, 1930 – F. H. Moore General Repair Shop. … business  

Oct. 2, 1930 - Republic Printing Co. statement of newspaper ownership. A.H. Rimpler, Geo. V. Kelley, J.E. 

Hennig and O.T. Rimpler. … business 

Oct. 2, 1930 – Big ad for bridge dedication. … bridge improvement 



Oct. 9, 1930 – Poem about Al Eygabroad, 89th birthday, home on Clinton street. Uncle Al (as we all know 

him) is the only living member of the original G.A.R. post. … war 

Oct. 9, 1930 – Fox River Bridge Dedicated. Despite the threatening weather which prevailed during the 

day, this city on Sunday entertained a large crowd at the dedication exercises of the new $125,000 

bridge crossing Fox river. Dedication exercises were held during the forenoon with a state engineer of 

Madison, Judge Van Pelt, State Senator L. J. Fellenz aned Atty. M. K. Reilly as speakers. They spoke from 

the bandstand, which had been placed near the bridge for the occasion. The stand was filled with town, 

village, city and county officials who were honor guests for the event. Supt. Geo. V. Kelley gave a short 

address and introduced the speakers. Music was furnished by the Princeton High School band, which led 

a parade to the city park following the bridge dedication exercises. A large crowd was entertained at the 

park during the afternoon with music and carnival attractions of various kinds. A dedication ball at the 

auditorium brought the program for the day to a close. Atty. M. K. Reilly, Fond du Lac, was the principal 

speaker at the ceremonies commemorating the completion of the government bridge over the Fox river. 

In speaking on our constitution and its relations to our country’s history, Mr. Reilly spoke in part as 

follows: “ long text about U.S. ideals … bridge improvement politics 

Oct. 9, 1930 – Soil testing laboratories in area. … farm progress 

Oct. 9, 1930 – There is one bright ray of hope that has been generally overlooked in all the pessimistic 

discussion of the business depression. The cost of living is now six per cent lower than it was last year at 

this time and is at the lowest point since 1918. … Also it has been brought out by a number of experts 

that the employment trend, which was downward for close to a year, has taken an upward turn. The 

coming winter will very probably see industrial activity improving. … depression 

Oct. 9, 1930 – Teske Mill Co. “closing our books” … business 

Oct. 9, 1930 – New bus schedule for mail … railroad 

Oct. 9, 1930 – E. W. Johnson, of Milwaukee, will open a gents furnishing store in the west wing of the 

R.G. Wachholz store on Saturday, Oct. 18. … Cleaning and pressing will be done in conjunction. … 

business 

Oct. 16, 1930 – Files of 1892. Deer are reported to have been seen on Doty’s Island, a few miles north of 

Princeton. … history 

Oct. 16, 1930 – The Princeton Monumental Works, a newly organized company, began operations the 

latter part of last week and have acquired the Borsack building, corner Main and Washington streets. 

The interior of the building has undergone a thorough cleaning and has been remodeled. Machinery and 

work tables have been installed and all conveniences arranged. Wesley Ladwig, the manager, is a man of 

fine business qualifications, dependable and to be relied upon in all respects and dealings. Mr. Cook, 

who comes here from Eau Claire, will attend to the mechanical part and is well versed in monumental 

affairs. … business 

Oct. 16, 1930 – Philip Lehner Jr. admitted to state bar. Graduated from UW in June. 

Oct. 23, 1930 – Files of 1892. Block O is putting in its share of improvements the past year. The Harmon 

house, the Craw house, the house built by Gottlieb Krueger, and the improvements by David Tassler to 

his place, puts B block ahead. Move on.  … bartel history 



Oct. 23, 1930 – Chicago gangster, bodyguard of Scarface Al Capone, arrested for Montello bank robbery 

but says he was in court that day. … crime 

Oct. 23, 1930 – Big ad for Johnson Clothes Shop one door east of Princeton State Bank. … business 

Oct. 23, 1930 – Norbert Mueller married in Idaho, will live in Oregon. … crime 

Oct. 30, 1930 – 

Nov. 6, 1930 – Files of 1892. Albert Graf purchases harness business of W.F. Corenke. … James M. 

Stimson buys building lot from W.W. Whittemore. … Dr. Straight is another who will build in the very 

near future. … history 

Nov. 6, 1930 – Election results. County favors LaFollette for governor and Lehner for Congress. City and 

towns do as well. Nov. 13 - But Lehner loses to M. K. Reilly. 25,587-25,011. … politics 

Nov. 6, 1930 – Obit for (Mary Novak) Mrs. Walter Nowatzke. 30. Gertie is in Chicago. Tessie in 

Milwaukee. Peggy in Princeton. Maggie in Princeton. Brothers John, Edward, Frank Jr. and Harry. 

???Should be Anton too. Parents are Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak Sr. … bartel 

Nov. 6, 1930 – Parties of Milwaukee came here last week and opened the A. Fishkin store. The stock will 

be sold at auction, we are informed. … business 

Nov. 13, 1930 – Files of 1892. Henry Falbe has purchased the Knobloch property on Water Street. … 

John Radtke has sold his residence on Short street to Gustav Knoop. … The Ponto boys, who have 

started a new harness shop, have engaged W.F. Corenke to assist them. … F.W. and Edward Ponto have 

started a harness shop first door east of Zauft’s saloon. … business history 

Nov. 13, 1930 – We noted an editorial in a Berlin paper recently where a great deal of raving was done 

over Berlin’s proposed new bridge. We understand that Berlin is out for something superfine. We 

congratulate them on trying to get the best they can for their city. They will soon learn, however, that 

the state is applying engineering principles to road and bridge construction and that there are things to 

be considered as high water, location, amount of money, etc., that the fellow on the street or office may 

not know anything about. Some fellows go off half-cocked and rush into press about what they are 

going to do. Berlin will find that the state will plan their bridge just as it planned Princeton’s bridge. Now 

we can’t see how Berlin men know so much about Princeton’s bridge being an eye sore. It is not. It is a 

good substantial, fair looking bridge. Our mayor, council and members of the county board did the best 

they could to get Princeton a bridge that will well serve our purpose. We are satisfied with it and a vote 

today would show how Princeton’s citizens stand in favor of the bridge we got. … Our bridge suits us. 

Why does Berlin choose to make a thing they know so little about their point of attack? There is more 

county money going into the Berlin bridge than was expended on the Princeton bridge. Our members o 

the county board helped appropriate the money for Berlin’s bridge. Why hold the Princeton bridge up to 

ridicule? It is nonsense. We are satisfied. Why should Berlin kick? … bridge improvement 

Nov. 13, 1930 – “Corporal Eagan” play at Opera House features large local cast. Lots of local names. … 

entertainment 

Nov. 13, 1930 – Band – Manthey’s Old Tyme Foot Warmers … entertainment 

Nov. 13, 1930 – Sheboygan Press editorial about Fox-Wisconsin waterway. … river improvement 



Nov. 20, 1930 – Files of 1892.  

Nov. 20, 1930 – Mace Morse becomes a director of Princeton State Bank, filling vacancy created by 

death of S. E. Mackowski. … business 

Nov. 20, 1930 – J.F. Kasierski, town of Princeton, is the first farmer in the county to build a safety bull 

paddock. This paddock was built as a demonstration in cooperation with the Engineering Department of 

the College of Agriculture and the County Agent. It consists of reinforced cement posts set eight feet 

apart with five two-inch iron rails running through them. Discarded boiler flues may be used for rails 

thus reducing the cost of the structure. A breeding stall connected to the main paddock by a swinging 

gate makes it necessary for the attendant to ever go into the pen with the herd sire. … farm progress 

Nov. 20, 1930 – Boy Scouts will give a dance at the auditorium on Nov 26 featuring four-piece orchestra. 

Tickets 50 cents per couple. The proceeds of the dance will go to furnish a room in the auditorium. … 

entertainment 

Nov. 20, 1930 – A sized shipment of liquor that had been stored in the vaults of the Wild Rose bank was 

poured into Pine Lake last Saturday afternoon while the townsfolk looked thirstily on. The ceremony 

completed, the two federal agents in charge went to Wautoma and removed Paul Ladwig, the owner of 

the liquor, to Milwaukee. Ladwig was picked up at Wild Rose last Friday afternoon by Deputy Sheriff 

Milton Woodward, who became suspicious when he saw a new car on the streets without license plates. 

He questioned Ladwig and searched his car when he could not get a satisfactory explanation of the 

man’s activities. He found bottes and packages of liquor stored in his car. … Three books containing the 

names of customers were reported found in Ladwig’s pockets. The amount collected daily it was said 

amounted to more than $100. Mr. Ladwig was taken to Milwaukee where he furnished bail and 

returned to his home here last Monday evening. He is to appear for trial in Milwaukee next week. … 

prohibition 

Nov. 20, 1930 – The Shell Oil & Gasoline company are engaged in the construction of a filling station on 

corner of Main and Mechanic streets on the property formerly owned by Mrs. Wm. Lueck. Alfred 

Sommerfeldt will be at the head of the station when completed. … business 

Nov. 20, 1930 – Highway 23, which has been under construction in the village of Green Lake for the past 

number of weeks, was finished last week and opened to traffic on last Friday evening. … Green Lake now 

has a continuous concrete road from the county line north of Princeton to the east, north and south part 

of the state. … roads progress 

Nov. 20, 1930 – Crème loaf bread is like home made. Try a loaf. You’ll like it. Marquardt Restaurant. … 

business 

Nov. 20, 1930 – A deal was recently completed between Atty. McNamara and Henry Grams whereby the 

latter became the owner of the residence formerly owned by Mrs. Wm. Lueck. …  

Nov. 27, 1930 – Files of 1892. Rumor has it that S.M. Eggleston has purchased the Dave Messing 

property occupied by E.E. Root and Carl Worm. Consideration $2,000. … George Hamer has become 

owner of the lots on Short street adjacent Dr. Straight’s lot. … business history 

Nov. 27, 1930 – John H. Shew Jr.? Princeton, has completed his course in Practical and Theoretical Radio 

and has been awarded a diploma by the National Radio Institute of Washington, D.C. … His training 



covered all branches of radio including receivers, transmitters, public address systems, the latest 

developments in A.C. circuits and screen grid tubes, television and talking movies. Special emphasis was 

given to the design, construction, installation and service of radio receiving kits. … improvement 

Nov. 27, 1930 – Leonard Deford, 45, and his son, Aurthur, 18, of 1870 Vliet street, Milwaukee, arrested 

by Sheriff Walter Smith of Green Lake county last week, have confessed, it is claimed, to a series of 

chicken thefts in the vicinity of Kingston and Princeton and last Monday were to be arraigned before 

Judge C.F. Van Pelt in circuit court for sentence. … crime 

Nov. 27, 1930 – L. J. Whittemore & Son have made arrangements for the opening of a repair shop in the 

building of Kinkel and Radtke and will comprise everything in repairing jewelry, watches and clocks. … 

business 

Nov. 27. 1930 – H.O. Giese, the defendant in a circuit court suit to oust him from the Green Lake county 

board of supervisors, has filed his answer to the complaint. Mr. Giese claims that he resigned from the 

office of justice of the peace, the acceptance of which is charged to have voided his membership on the 

county board in July of this year. He states in his answer that the Princeton city council only accepted his 

resignation from the justice office and that he has not acted as justice of the peace since that time. He 

continues to point out that he first took a seat on the county board in 1921 by appointment and that he 

has ever since served as supervisor from his ward in Princeton. He states that he first was given the 

office of justice of the peace in April 1923 by appointment. Mr. Giese’s answer says that he acted as 

supervisor with no one contesting his right nor with any other qualified to take the office. He further 

claims that he held the two officers under question in good faith and without any intention of violating 

the law. Jule Schalow, of Princeton, appears in the complaint in his relation to the state as a resident 

taxpayer, etc. The suit is based upon the alleged incompatibility between the offices of justice and of 

supervisor. In Mr. Giese’s answer there is the claim that the statutes fail to state incompatibility 

between the two offices. The law firm of Marvin & Kelley, of Fond du Lac, has been retained by Mr. 

Giese to represent him. – Green Lake County Reporter ,,, politics 

Nov. 27, 1930 – Dance and fiddlers contest big success at auditorium. 750 people paid admittance. … 

entertainment 

Dec. 4, 1930 – Files of 1892.  

Dec. 4, 1930 – Long list of local businesses that contributed to St. John card party and bazaar. Most of 

the Water Street businesses are listed. … business 

Dec. 4, 1930 – Barn burns on Lehner farm north of Princeton occupied by John Kamashinske. Loss 

estimated at about $18,000. … fire 

Dec. 11, 1930 – Files of 1892. Several cords of stone are being put on John Warnke’s lot near the 

Lutheran church. John will build a residence there in the near future and make a magnificent home of 

that corner. …  

Dec. 11, 1930 – Christmas program will take place at the high school grounds where the American 

Legion has made the arrangements to erect a permanent spruce tree, about twenty feet high, and 

donated by the Lawsonia people. The tree will be planted this week and decorated and lighted. … 

improvement 



Dec. 11, 1930 – Not convinced that a war department ruling against the making of preliminary surveys 

of the upper Fox and Wisconsin rivers spells ultimate defeat for the proposed waterways link from 

Green Bay to the Mississippi river via Oshkosh and Portage; the inter-city committee is continuing with 

its plans for another conference at Oshkosh to be held Dec. 9, it was announced at the Association of 

Commerce today. … War department engineers in making their ruling against the preliminary plea for 

federal aid for the project, without which it can not succeed, held that there is insufficient commerce 

available on either the Upper Fox or Wisconsin rivers to warrant the expense necessary canals and locks. 

… Object of the Oshkosh conference is to secure data relative to possible commerce upon which to base 

an appeal from the ruling of the engineers. Everything is not “smooth sailing: for the project, even in the 

affected territory, it is said in part at least because of a counter-propaganda existing to the effect that 

Fox-Wisconsin waterways project is encouraged only to bolster the Chicago drainage canal project, 

which some waterways supporters declare endanger the shipping on the Great Lakes and early 

completion of the St. Lawrence waterway. … river improvement 

Dec. 18, 1930 – Files of 1882.  

Dec. 18, 1930 – Man injured in accident on Highway 23 near the Leo Bartol home directly east of the 

Pleasant Valley pavilion. 

Dec. 18, 1930 – An oil truck operated by Joseph Sharapata for delivering Standard Oil products, slid off 

the icy road between this city and Neshkoro, Highway 73, last Saturday and caused the death of Samuel 

Sharapata, Joseph, his brother, was severely injured. … After leaving the road the truck struck a tree and 

tipped over. The dead man suffered a fracture to his back and neck. … There is a curve at the scene of 

the accident. It happened near the Kosherowski farm. … health 

Dec. 18, 1930 – Three more arrested for Montello bank robbery. In Minneapolis. … crime 

Dec. 18, 1930 – Milwaukee firm submits lowest bid for new bridge over Fox on Huron Street in Berlin. 

“The type of bridge to be erected will be what is known as a bascule life with a 97-foot span and a 70-

foot approach span. This style of bridge was vigorously opposed by leading civic organizations of Berlin 

because of its alleged unsightly appearance upon the city’s chief business sections which the bridge 

joins. … bridge improvement 

Dec. 18, 1930 – The Lawsonia has gone into the hands of a receiver. … Lawsonia 

Dec. 18, 1930 – About 100 acres of land, each to be signed up in small portions only, is wanted in this 

community to grow string beans on the same plan as that of last year. A representative of the Fuhreman 

company of Berlin has again appointed Julius Kohnke who will have charge in this section. Anyone 

wishing to grow string beans call on Mr. Kohnke who will explain in detail and furnish you with a 

contract. … factory farm progress 

Dec. 18, 1930 – Group will appeal decision of Maj. H.M. Trippe, Milwaukee, federal engineer, who held 

the project infeasible. … Proposed nine-foot barge canal to connect Green Bay and the Mississippi valley 

through the Fox River, Lake Winnebago, the Upper Fox and the Wisconsin river. … Channels of the 

Upper Fox river and the Wisconsin river would be deepened, locks built and the rivers connected by a 

short canal at Portage, where the rivers run parallel, if the project is carried through to successful 

conclusion. … river improvement 



Dec. 25, 1930 – Files of 1892. Eph. Mueller “was obliged to shave off that beard of thirty-five years 

standing, the absence of which makes him appear a different man.”  … history 

Dec. 25, 1930 – The filling station, corner of Main and Mechanic streets, was recently completed and 

opened for business. The building is of steel and stucco construction and adds to the beauty of that 

section of the city. Alfred Sommerfeldt has taken over the lease hold of the building and deals in the 

Shell Oil company products. … We are informed the Shell Oil company contemplate the erection of a 

bulk station in Princeton the coming summer. … business 

Jan. 1, 1931 – Files of 1892. Wm. Page residence. … The carpenters are enlarging G.J. Krueger’s 

residence by adding a large addition to the east of the main part of his house. … bartel history 

Jan. 1, 1931 – Atty. F. Ryan Duffy of Fond du La has been appointed special prosecutor in the case of the 

state of Wisconsin versus Raymond Theis, a manslaughter case growing out of an airplane accident. 

Theis was the pilot of the plane which crashed at the local airport on sept. 15, fatally injuring his two 

passengers, Miss Lillian Kelm and Mrs. Arnold Schwonek. Spectators said the aviator had been doing 

stunt driving just before the crash. … Mr. Theis claims he cannot be afforded a fair and impartial trial in 

Green Lake county because of the wide publicity which followed the accident. … Date for the trial will be 

set at the opening of the Green Lake county circuit court Jan. 6.  … Moved to May and Fond du Lac 

county. … improvement airport crime health 

Jan. 1, 1931 – Joe Pape, one of the most notorious gangsters in Chicago, according to Chicago police, 

was brought by Sheriff Warnke and assistants to Montello last Sunday where he was arranged in district 

court Monday on the charge of unlawful entering the Montello State Bank last August. … crime 

Jan. 8, 1931 – Files of 1892. … Dr. and Mrs. Racek take possession of residence on Short street vacated 

by Conductor Burns. Burns goes to new residence completed by Gene Smith. … John Warnke has frame 

of house up. … history 

Jan. 15, 1931 – Princeton State Bank annual meeting. Cashier F. C. Krueger submitted the yearly report 

which showed the bank had enjoyed a good business year. Officers: President, G.A, Krueger; vice 

president, Frank Mueller; cashier, F. C. Krueger; assistant cashier, F.R Mueller; bookkeeper, Miss Ida 

Lichtenberg. A dividend was declared and a fine sum added to the surplus. … business 

Jan. 15, 1931 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank annual meeting. The report which had been 

submitted by cashier Miller showed the bank in a flourishing condition and that they had enjoyed a 

prosperous year. A dividend was declared, and the surplus fund was added to. Hyman Swed, president; 

A. H. Prachel, vice president; H. A. Miller, cashier; Clayton Miller, assistant cashier; Mrs. Clayton Miller, 

bookkeeper. … business 

Jan. 15, 1931 – Atty. Philip Lehner sold a beautiful team of black mares to Joe Bednarek of the Town 

Mecan. One of these mares is a pure bred percheron. … farm progress 

Jan. 22, 1931 – Files of 1892. No vacant homes for rent in Princeton. … The proprietor of the Chicago 

News, Victor F. Lawson, and his wife, who spent the summer at their cottage on Lone Tree Point, Green 

Lake, started Saturday for Alaska. … history 

Jan. 22, 1931 – Neshkoro bank security explained. …  



Jan. 22, 1931 – Special meeting of the St. Stephan’s Lutheran Church in the town of Princeton to 

determine how to maintain the cemetery of said organization known as the Dayton Cemetery. … March 

5 – The St. Stephan’s Lutheran Church building, commonly known as the Dayton church, is for sale, 

located on state Highway 73 about 5 miles southeast of Princeton. … religion 

Jan. 22, 1931 - Walter Bartol and lady friend attended the auto show at Milwaukee Saturday of last 

week. … bartel 

Jan. 29, 1931 – Files of 1892.  

Jan. 29, 1931 – Frank Zelinski takes over ownership of John Nowacki’s soft drink parlor in the Sam 

Kohnke building. … business 

Jan. 29, 1931 – In a deal made last Saturday, Theo. Dreblow became the owner of the Gottlieb Krueger 

residence. It is at present occupied by Max King and family. … Bartel 309 

Feb. 5, 1931 – Files of 1892.  

Feb. 12, 1931 – Files of 1892. Our bridge tender complains of the frequency of steamboats this season. 

He says there is one every day and sometimes two and three. … river history 

Feb. 12, 1931 – Last week Mr. H. A. Miller, casher of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank for the past 

six years resigned his position to enter a new position which he has in view. Mr. Miller has given good 

service and the bank has prospered and grew rapidly during the past six years. The directors have 

advanced his salary yearly until it has reached the bank’s maximum and they felt that they did not wish 

to go higher than the amount being paid. Ernest H. Mevis who was elected last week as cashier is 

assistant cashier of the First National Bank of Marion – a bank with a million and a quarter of resources. 

… Mr. Mevis is about 33 years old and has one child. He is of German parentage and speaks both 

languages fluently. Mr. Mevis will be in the city with his family on March 1st. … business 

Feb. 12, 1931 - At the regular meeting of the common council convening on Tuesday evening of last 

week, H. O. Giese, supervisor of the Second ward and chairman of the county board, handed in his 

resignation as supervisor and was accepted. AT the same meeting the city mayor re-appointed Mr. Biese 

and submitted said appointment to the council for confirmation. A roll call was taken with the result 

that Mr. Giese received the unanimous vote of the council for the supervisorship of the Second ward. R. 

Giese was elected supervisor of the Second ward in April 1929 for a two-year term. On April 1, 1930, he 

was elected justice of the peace, in which office he served until July 1930 when he presented his 

resignation as justice of the peace to the common council of Princeton. He thereafter continued as a 

member of the county board and is chairman of that body at the present time. A case brought in the 

name of Julius Schalow, a citizen and taxpayer, seeks to remove Mr. Giese as chairman and member of 

the Green Lake county board on the ground that he was holding two incompatible offices, that of county 

chairman and justice of the peace. The case came up before Judge Clayton Van Pelt several weeks ago 

and he requested that the attorneys of the two sides file briefs and that a decision would be made at a 

later date. … politics 

Feb. 12, 1931 – Wm. Schroeder, 81, dies. Farmed in town of Mecan for 18 years, came to Princeton in 

1893 and engaged in the hardware business until four years ago when he became an invalid and retired. 

… business 



Feb. 19, 1931 – Files of 1892. Otis Warren severs connection with the Princeton flouring mill and goes to 

Markesan. … business history 

Feb. 19, 1931 – Band for dance at auditorium: John Roberts and son Kenneth, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 

Manthey and Edward Kolleck. … entertainment 

Feb. 19, 1931 – A deal was completed last week whereby Max King became the owner of the Frank 

Kallas residence – the latter retaining the lot. The house will be moved this spring on Mr. King’s lot he 

recently acquired from Herman Gorr, opposite the city park. Mr. Kallas intends to build a filling station 

on his lot and will have the Deep Rock products on sale. He will also build a public garage. …. March 19 – 

Max King moved the Frank Kallas residence he recently acquired, last Tuesday onto his lot opposite the 

city park, directly south of the Herman Gorr residence. … business 

Feb. 26, 1931 – Files of 1892. J.C. Thompson will soon move his stock of goods into the first room west 

of Yahr’s bank. (Thompson moving to future Princeton State Bank site). … Within a few days dr. Straight 

extracted some sixty teeth using odentunder, and in every case no pain resulted from the extraction of 

the worst molar. … business history 

March 5, 1931 – More background on E. H. Mevis. … business 

March 5, 1931 – Files of 1892. The steamer Portage passed up the river Tuesday towing two barges of 

stone for the improvement of the Princeton lock. … river history 

March 5, 1931 – Edna Lichtenberg leaves girls seminary at West Point, Mississippi, to take charge of the 

home economics and biology department at the local high school. Mrs. Norman Megow resigned. … 

school 

March 5, 1931 – Supt. Geo. V. Kelley who was one of the pioneers in this part of the state to take an 

interest in establishing an air port base have been invited to appear on the program and in the banquet 

at the National Air Port Conference at Tulsa, Oklahoma, March 25-26-27. Princeton was the first city in 

Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara counties to have an air port. Mr. Kelley is president of the 

Princeton Air Port Commission. … improvement airport 

March 12, 1931 – Files of 1892.  

March 12, 1931 – State Superintendent John Callahan letter to school board, F. F. Nickodem, clerk. “The 

report indicates that the organization and management of your school are very satisfactory. Your 

principal has matters very well in hand. The attitude of the student body was very fine. … Your building 

appears to be adequate in most respects to meet your present needs. The upkeep and janitorial work 

are especially commendable. … Mr. Waddell asked that I suggest for your consideration the 

improvement of the instructional facilities in science. His suggestion is that your science room be 

equipped with tables and chairs to replace the present recitation benches. The lengthened period and 

the need of individual instruction makes it desirable that the room be arranged in such a manner that 

pupils can be separated and that the teacher can have an opportunity to give the individual help so 

badly needed by many. … A further suggestion has to do with replacing the recitation benches in the 

English and history recitation rooms with tabled arm chairs. … It is noted that you have no protection for 

school records in case of fire. I am urging you consider the advisability of providing some form of 

protection. … Mr. Waddell discussed with Mr. Lang the possibility of extending the physical education 



program. With your new community building there seemed to be a possibility of entering into an 

agreement whereby the building could be secured for a few hours each week. Such an arrangement 

would permit an intramural program of athletics to be set up and all pupils given the opportunity to get 

into the game aspect of physical education.” … school 

March 12, 1931 – Wednesday, last week, brought the largest crowd of people in Princeton’s fair day 

history. Thousands of visitors from this vicinity and miles around came here to spend the day. Early in 

the forenoon cars laden with people began to arrive, and soon the Walks were crowded from one end of 

the city to the other and made it impossible to walk through the crowd. Parking space for autos was at a 

premium, and every street and vacant place was used for parking. Business men report a fair business. 

Hotels and restaurants were kept busy during the noon hour in feeding the hungry. Garages also report 

a thriving business. Many of our citizens report of having seen large fair days here, but nothing to 

compare with that of last Wednesday. … cattle fair entertainment 

March 19, 1931 – Joseph Pepi, Chicago hoodlum, released in Montello bank robbery case. He was in 

Chicago the day of the robbery. … crime 

March 19, 1931 – Wrestling and roller skating at auditorium. … entertainment sports auditorium 

March 19, 1931 – Files of 1892. Harry Tucker has moved his barber shop into the Albert Graf building 

formerly occupied as a harness shop. … The steamer D.A. Cady brought up 75,000 feet of lumber for 

August Swanke Thursday, which is only a small part of the contract he has to fill for Mr. Swanke; most of 

the lumber consisting of hard wood. Mr. Vady has also a contract with Mr. Swanke to bring down 300 

cord of oak wood, which Mr. Swanke has up the river. This Cady expects to bring down in three loads, as 

he has one of the strongest tugs on the upper Fox river. Business history 

March 19, 1931 – Foresters honored. … catholic 

March 19, 1931 – A sale is now pending for Lawsonia, beautiful golf and country club estate at Green 

Lake, Judge Roy E. Reed, of Ripon, attorney for some of the creditors, stated today. The sale is pending 

between some of the members of the club and the Chicago Title & Trust company, receivers fo the H.O. 

Stone Realty company of Chicago, developers for Lawsonia. … Mr. Reed characterized one fanciful story 

about the sale of the property to Al Capone interests as mere ‘bunk.’ … Lawsonia was originally a tract of 

1,120 acres. But it is estimated that the purchase of three farms and another piece of lake shore 

property added another 400 acres. … depression lawsonia 

March 19, 1931 – Adolph Luebke, Princeton, says he discovered series of underground caves inhabitated 

by clan of human beings ages ago in the vicinity of Mount Moriah in the town of Kingston. Long story. … 

history 

March 19, 1931 – Dr. L. Priske, of Milwaukee, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Priske, this city, was a recent 

arrival and will make Princeton his future home, practicing dentistry. He has secured the upper flat of 

the Mrs. Herman Warnke building, now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Radtke, which he will use 

for his office, also living quarters. The doctor will have his opening day on April 1st at which time his 

family will arrive from Milwaukee. He is a graduate from the Marquette University, Milwaukee, and has 

had several years’ experience in dentistry. … business 

March 26, 1931 – Files of 1892.  



March 29, 1931 – A land mark in this city, the old livery barn built by F. S. Merrill and Peter Jackson 

nearly 60 years ago is to be demolished within the next week to make room for an automobile service 

station. The livery barn, a wooden structure, has been in disuse for the past number of years. Of late 

years the property was owned by Frank L. Giese and in a deal recently consummated Henry Freitag, of 

Montello, became owner of the lot. The new proprietor has completed arrangements for the 

construction of a fine 100x100 automobile service station and sales rooms for automobiles. Mr. Freitag 

informs us the building will be of either concrete or tile blocks and the front will be of red brick … A son 

of Mr. Freitag will be at the head of the business. … business history 

March 26, 1931 –  Winners in school declamatory – 1. Lucille Yahr, 2. Margaret Warnke; oratorical 

contest, 1. Addison Berwick, 2. Robert Lehner. … school 

March 26, 1931 – St. John’s Catholic organizing Women’s Foresters. … religion 

March 26, 1931 – At the foreclosure sale last Monday of the E. H. Priebe Ford stock of goods, machinery, 

etc., Paul Weiske, Ford dealer of Montello, was the successful bidder, his bid amounting to the sum of 

$3,800. Mr. Weiske purchased the object in view of opening a Ford agency in this city, if arrangements 

can be completed. … business 

March 26, 1931 – Big fire in Redgranite. 

April 2, 1931 – Files of 1892. The weather flags are a thing of the past. … history 

April 2, 1931 – Wilbur J. Mesick obituary. 76. Farm implement dealer for many years. … business history 

April 2, 1931 – More on Women Foresters. … catholic religion 

April 2, 1931 – Julius Fenske and Arnold Kelm have recently opened a service station formerly occupied 

by E. H. Priebe and are in position to serve your car. They have engaged the service of Arnold Swonek, 

who will devote his undivided attention and time to all work entrusted to the firm. … business 

April 9, 1931 – Files of 1892. R.C. Treat of Meadow Valley has lost $10,000 worth of cranberries by fire 

and drought. … history 

April 9, 1931 – City election. M.M. Bednarek is assessor. … politics 

April 9, 1931 – In a deal recently transacted between Victor Yahr Sr. and Victor Yahr Jr., the latter took 

possession of the former’s stock of goods, consisting of groceries, shoes, notions, etc. … business 

April 9, 1931 – Frank Giese has the old landmark the livery barn nearly razed and when completed Henry 

Freitag, the owner of the lot, will begin operation on the 125x100 foot garage. … business 

April 9, 1931 – Dr. L. Priske, on last Monday, opened his dental parlor in the Mrs. Herman Warnke 

building, second floor, west of the O.H. Lichtenberg drug store. … business 

April 16, 1931 – Files of 1892. Building lots on the shores of Green Lake are now worth $2,000 apiece. 

We can remember when $20 an acre would have been considered a good price for that land. … history 

April 16, 1931 – 43 charter members installed. St. Anne Court No. 669 WCOF. Foresters. … catholic 

religion 



April 16, 1931 – Rev. A.G. Hoyer conducted the last services at the St. Stephan’s church, Dayton. It was 

deemed advisable to discontinue services there because of the small membership – the majority having 

joined the St. John Lutheran church, this city. The church, which was built in 1883, was sold at an auction 

recently and will be razed, and the proceeds placed in perpetual care for the cemetery adjoining the 

church. … Last Monday the benches, organ and other interior fixtures were sold at auction. … religion 

April 16, 1931 – Fred Page dies. 65. He had lived on farm that John Bartol was working in 1931. … history 

April 16, 1931 – (This is the article that leads to libel suit.) High Court Upholds Princeton Divorce Decree 

of Davidson. MADISON – Circuit Judge C. M. Davidson, Dodge county, was justified in setting aside a 

divorce decree which had been awarded Ewalt H. Kelm, Princeton, the state supreme court ruled today. 

The decree was set aside after Vivian Whitney Kelm, the defendant, swore to an affidavit charging Philip 

Lehner, Princeton attorney, and K.J. Callahan, Montello attorney, had induced her to sign certain 

documents “through misrepresentation and fraud.” Mrs. Kelm, according to her counsel, was called to 

Attorney Lehner’s office where she was informed of the divorce proceedings being taken by her 

husband. Attorney Lehner said, in an affidavit, that she had suggested that he recommend a lawyer as 

her counsel and that accordingly he brought Callahan into the case. Mrs. Kelm’s affidavit said Lehner, 

who was acting as counsel for Mrs. Kelm, called Attorney Callahan without her knowledge and 

permission and that both induced her to sign documents, the contents of which were unknown to her. 

In the appeal to the supreme court, Mrs. Kelm’s present counsel charged that Lehner “took undue 

advantage of the ignorance of this defendant in regard to legal procedure and thus fraudulently while 

representing the plaintiff, secured her signature to documents.” The Kelms were married Aug. 19, 1923, 

and have two children, Dorothy, 6, and David, 5, both of whom were awarded to Mr. Kelm in the divorce 

action. The Kelm case played a part in the judicial election of the Eighteenth circuit. Following 

publication of certain aspects of the case in a Berlin newspaper, Attorney Lehner, a candidate for circuit 

judge, issued a handbill declaring the “Van Pelt campaigners” were behind a move to discredit him. 

Clayton Van Pelt, appointed to the court by former Gov. Walter Kohler, won the election. Atty. L.D. 

Mitchell is counsel for Mrs. Kelm. Philip Lehner, of the firm of Lehner & Lehner, Princeton, appeared for 

Mrs. Kelm. – Oshkosh Northwestern … libel politics republic 

April 16, 1931 – Frank Kallas is busily engaged in the erection of a filling station on his premises opposed 

the city park. The building will be of modern design and of brick construction. It will be a two-story 

structure with living rooms on the second floor. Mr. Kallas will also provide facilities for washing cars. … 

cream colored glazed brick. … business 

April 23, 1931 – School contests. Town of Princeton: Writing – 1. Lucille Lueck, Pleasant Valley; 2. 

Josephine Novak, Pleasant Valley; Ida Renn, Fox River. Town of Brooklyn: Literature Illustrated: 3. Gilbert 

Bartel, Spring Valley. … schools bartel 

April 23, 1931 – Lucille Yahr places first and Marguerite Warnke second in league declamatory contest. 

Addison Berwick places first and Robert Lehner, also Princeton, second in oratory contest.  … schools 

April 23, 1931 – Henry Freitag is preparing for the foundation of his new garage on Main street, foot of 

Washington street. The building will be 90 by 80 feet. … April 30 – Henry Freitag, who with a crew of ten 

men engaged for the past number of days in the erection of a garage on Main street, on the site of the 

old livery barn, has the foundation completed and is now engaged in placing forms for the four-foot high 



concrete side and rear walls. After finishing the cement work, the remainder of the walls will be of tile. 

The front of the building structure, however, will be of pressed red brick. … business 

April 30, 1931 – Files of 1893. JW Bland dies on Jan. 24 at age 85. … bartel house 

April 30, 1931 – State superintendent praises County Normal school. … schools 

April 30, 1931 – Albert Dahlke badly injured when boulder five feet in diameter crushes him while he 

was digging a hole to bury it. … health 

April 30, 1931 – Supt. Geo. V. Kelley contemplates the erection of a fine new brick home on the lot east 

of the Dr. G.G. Mueller home. … 

April 30, 1931 – Last week Saturday Ferdinand Wuerch planted 50 Norway spruce trees in the city park. 

… park improvement 

April 30, 1931 – On Friday of last week the Princeton Fox river bridge was opened for the first time since 

its completion. State inspectors were present who ordered the opening. Officials stated that the bridge 

will be equipped with electric motors if conditions warrant. … bridge improvement 

May 7, 1931 – Files of 1893. John Warnke has one of the neatest resident properties of the village. That 

corner of his has certainly become an attractive one. … history 

May 7, 1931 – Franz Yahr obit. … history 

May 7, 1931 – Max King has placed a stand at the east end of the Fox river bridge where he will be 

engaged during the summer months is selling sandwiches, cigarettes, pop corn, etc. Addison Berwick 

has been engaged to conduct the stand. … business 

May 7, 1931 – Lawsonia will not be operated this season unless the receivers for the property are able 

to effect a quick sale. … depression lawsonia 

May 14, 1931 – Files of 1893. S.M. Eggleston has purchased the foundry property west of the bridge. … 

business history 

May 14, 1931 – The Princeton High School Alumni is organized and has plans set for a Silver Anniversary 

in form of a banquet and dance. Invitations have been sent out to over 350 members. … The members 

of the 25 classes that have gone forth from Princeton High School since its organization under the 

direction of Mr. Kelley are scattered in many cities, states and localities. Alumni officers: H.O. 

Whittemore, president; Lucille Loshinski, vice president; Orlo Maulick, secretary; and Herbert Wachholz, 

treasurer. … school 

May 14, 1931 – Julius Buchholz, of Ripon, dies. Had grocery store in Princeton for five years. … business 

May 14, 1931 – Green Lake County school commencement will be May 19 at auditorium. 106 graduates. 

… schools 

May 14, 1931 – Raymond A. Theis, of Pawhuska, Oklahoma, was acquitted at 10 p.m. Wednesday in 

circuit court of a charge of manslaughter as the result of the death of Lillian Kelm, killed on Sept. 16, 

1930, when Theis’ airplane crashed at the airport in Princeton. The jury retired shortly before 3 p.m. 

Wednesday with three forms of verdict, the first being guilty of manslaughter in the first degree, the 



second, guilty of manslaughter in the fourth degree, and the third, not guilty. Judge C. F. Van Pelt read a 

lengthy instruction to the jury before it retired discussing the various degrees of manslaughter and the 

state regulating the management of airplanes over thickly populated areas. “Trick or stunt flying of flying 

low over thickly populated areas,” said Judge Van Pelt, “is prohibited by law, yet trick or stunt flying is 

necessary for the advancement of aviation. But such trick flying or stunting must be done where there is 

no possibility of resultant danger to the lives of other persons.” … The second victim of the crash was 

Mrs. Arnold Swanek. The cased opened at 1:30 p.m. Monday, having been brought to this county from 

Green Lake county upon a change of venue. – Fond du Lac Reporter. … improvement airport crime 

health  

May 14, 1921 – V. F. Yahr, employed at a broker’s office, Chicago, visited with his family. …  

May 14, 1921 – The Deep Rock Oil station has been temporarily closed. It is rumored it will open in the 

near future under a new management. … business 

May 21, 1931 – Files of 1893.  

May 21, 1931 – The Princeton High School band composed of 50 musicians under the fine directorship 

of Prof. Edgar Zobel, went to Menasha last Friday and Saturday and participated in the state band 

tournament of school bands. … The home band was placed in Class C and were scheduled to play 

Saturday afternoon, some twenty bands competing in that division, and following were announced as 

(one of seven) winners of first place. … There were 76 bands in the tournament. …  Nadine Megow, 

Irene Prachel, Rosalie Rimpler and Robert Lehner were entered in the quartette class and were awarded 

third rating. It was the largest high school band tournament ever staged in Wisconsin. It is estimated 

that fully 15,000 visitors thronged the streets of Menasha the two days. Sixty-seven bands marched in 

review on Friday afternoon, and the review required over three hours. … Whether another statewide 

high school band tournament will be held or will be replaced with district elimination tournaments, 

bringing together only the winning bands in the final contest, will be definitely decided at a later date. … 

It appears with the ever-increasing number of high school bands in the state it will be necessary to 

substitute district meets for the statewide event. … school band 

May 21, 1931 – A nine-pound baby boy came to gladden the home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak, 

Tuesday. Harold … bartel 

May 28, 1931 – State Superintendent John Callahan speaks at the 25th annual graduation exercises of 

the Common schools of Green Lake county held in the Princeton auditorium Tuesday evening, May 19. 

“The seating capacity of the Auditorium proved much too small, and many anxious spectators found it 

impossible to seek admission. The members of the graduating class with the speakers for the occasion 

were seated on a large stage decked with the green and white of pine and lilacs. Class includes Gilbert 

Bartel. … schools 

May 28, 1931 – Mr. and Mrs. Leo Schewe praised for American House operation. … business 

May 28, 1931 – Woman burns herself to death. … fire health 

May 28, 1931 – Rev. and Mrs. A. G. Hoyer celebrate 50th anniversary. … Lutheran religion 

May 28, 1931 – PHS graduation. Lucille Yahr valedictorian and Frieda Swed salutatorian. … school 



May 28, 1931 – Regina Bartol, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Bartol, marries Alex Sondalle. … 

May 28, 1931 – Park, Auditorium, Zoo and Air Port Board re-elects Geo. V. Kelley as president. Nearly 

$7,000 has been paid on the Auditorium, many improvements have been made to the park. We have a 

start of a zoo and the air port is in fair condition. The city has an offer of $500 in advance of what was 

paid for the air port. … improvement park airport 

May 28, 1931 – I have completed my garage and filling station on Highway 23, Princeton-Montello road. 

H Musolf, city. … business 

June 4, 1931 – Files of 1893.  

June 4, 1931 – Silver Anniversary of the PHS Alumni Association last Saturday evening. “The hall was 

artistically decorated for the celebration, with the school colors, red and white predominating. The stage 

was banked with fire and evergreen and flanked with red flood lights. Above the stage was suspended a 

large “Welcome Alumni” ensign with letters of silver on a red background. ON either side of the stage 

cozy corners, furnished with luxurious divans, easy chairs and floor lamps, were provided for those who 

wished to sit out during a dance. The banquet tables were arranged on either side of the hall, with he 

speakers table in the center to make a U formation. The tables were immaculate with red and silver 

decorations, red candles and bouquets of red and white flowers. Covers were laid for one hundred and 

fifty persons. … Entertainment during the banquet was furnished by the girls quartette, composed of 

Irene Prachel, Marjorie Lamp, Lucille Yahr and Madeline Mills with Marion Marquardt as accompanist; a 

solo by Lucille Yahr; a musical number by the brass quartette, composed of Margaret Yahr, Margaret 

Warnke, Eleanor Kidman and Dorothy Guderski; and interspersed with music by a Chicago orchestra 

brought to them through a Philco radio. … Speakers included President H.O. Whittemore, Geo. V. Kelley 

and Adolph Hennig as master of ceremonies, Mr. Lang and Philip Lehner. Music by Holtzers dance 

orchestra of Oshkosh. … schools 

June 4, 1931 – Photographer John A. Janson died. Lived in Milwaukee. … business 

June 11, 1931 – Files of 1883.  

June 11, 1931 – Letter praises work of ag teacher Merlin Lucia. Talks of issues such as town kids being 

forced to take ag classes for two years, lack of supervised practice. “I believe that while there is still 

considerable room for improvement in the department at Princeton that the work there is really about 

the best that it has ever been and that if we can continue to develop with these boys programs of 

supervised practice work in taking in several enterprises in farming and can limit the course to those 

boys who are really interested in preparing for farming or at least really interested in  acknowledge of 

farming and able to carry on a substantial program of supervised practice that the department will be on 

a very much better foundation. I should like to see Mr. Lucia stay there for some time more because I 

believe that continued contact with one man is the best means of accomplishing our purpose.” – L.M. 

Sasman, state supervisor, vocational agricultural education. … Been here four years, won’t be rehired. 

High school students sign petition to keep him three weeks earlier.  June 18 – “If the school board had 

told me in April that I would not be rehired, I feel that it would have been a more manly thing to for at 

that time I could locate more easily for next year. At this late date all the good positions are filled. I did 

my work conscientiously in the interest of all patrons and students of the school. I was not interested in 

doing the bidding of one man or family but wanted to serve all efficiently. I however regard much more 



highly the fine backing of the student body and 90 percent of the people that have spoken well of me 

and my work than I regard the action of any one person.” July 9 – The students of the high school signed 

an almost unanimous petition asking for his retention in the high school and with the student body. Th 

student committee later filed the petition in the Republic office and asked for its publication. On 

account of its length, we have not had space to publish it to date. We congratulate Mr. Lucia on the 

good things said about him.” … school 

June 11, 1931 – Winefred Giese and brother Alfred Jr. and Ray Thrall having recently taken over the 

ownership of Highway 23 Garage. The new firm will be known as Giese, Thrall & Giese. They have taken 

the agency of the Chevrolet, Pontiac and Oakland cars and will do all kinds of repairing pertaining to 

automobiles. … business 

June 18, 1931 – Files of 1893. Dr. Mary Lemke has moved her office into Judge Myer’s building, just east 

of the judge’s office. … business history 

June 18, 1931 – Weiske Bros., who have secured the Ford agency for this city, are engaged in 

rearranging the building formerly occupied by E. H. Priebe. Partitions are being constructed and the 

shelving for the storing of extras are being placed. The basement of the building will be arranged for 

servicing cars. When fully completed, Weiske Bros., who come here from Montello, can boast of having 

one of the most complete garages in this section of the country. … business 

June 18, 1931 – Nonintoxicating Liquor ordinance. Open no later than 11:30 p.m. on Sundays, Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and midnight Wednesdays and Saturdays. Open no earlier than 6 a.m.; 

11 a.m. … prohibition 

June 25, 1931 - Files of 1893. E.T. Frank took possession of the post office last week. He has already 

rearranged the old building until it looks like a fourth-class paradise as compared with the old trap.  … 

history 

June 25, 1931 – So far as could be learned Dr. O.P. Schnetzky was the only Green Lake county resident 

who received an invitation to the annual memorial service at Madison for the late Sen. R. M. LaFollette 

and to the reception of Senators Blaine and La Follette Jr. at the governor’s mansion last Sunday. Dr. and 

Mrs. Schnetzky were present at both the memorial rites and the reception. Not more than 200 invitation 

had been issued to the reception. Dr. Schnetzky is known to be considered by Gov. LaFollette as a 

probable appointee to the conservation commission. … politics 

June 25, 1931 – Harry Freitag and crew of carpenters are engaged in building the roof of his new garage 

on Main street. The iron beams of the roof were placed last week. … business 

June 25, 1931 – The Chicago Daily news air plane will make its flights here daily, commencing on July 1, 

and will arrive here about 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Papers for this city will be delivered, also for Green 

Lake village and to the Green Lake summer resorters. Edmund Bednarek has been engaged who will 

make the delivering from the air port to city subscribers and Green Lake. … airport business 

July 2, 1931 – Files of 1893. 

July 2, 1931 – G. A. Weinkauf, county clerk, 55, dies Sunday at his home in Green Lake. Moved to Green 

Lake about 20 years ago after being elected sheriff. Served two terms as sheriff and then elected county 

clerk. Re-elected every two years since then. “Gust. was talented as a decorator, musician and band 



leader. He always gave unstingingly of his time and effort to all community enterprises, especially so to 

his home city Princeton. … Attended German Lutheran school, married Linda Dumdey in 1900. Leaves 

wife and eight kids. … entertainment politics history 

July 2, 1931 – July 1st at 4 p.m. the big Chicago Daily News plane will make its inter-state flight from 

Chicago to Wausau with Daily News paper delivery at the Princeton Air Port. This is the first time in the 

history of this part of the state that a big daily has undertaken the task of delivery of a daily to Princeton 

and Green Lake resorters to their doors, fresh from the press. The big plane leaves Chicago at 3 p.m. 

with the last afternoon edition and arrives at the Princeton Air Port at 3:45 p.m. The transportation 

manager of the Daily News was in the city Monday and spoke of Princeton Air Port in words of high 

praise. He said that the largest ships could make easy landings at our port and made favorable comment 

on the large marked circle in center of field and other improvements. Princeton is the only city so far 

reported near here that will have this service. Edmund Bednarek is local and Green Lake agent. He will 

see that all who desire the great daily will get good service and speedy delivery. … improvement airport 

business 

July 2, 1931 – John F. Warnke dies. 80. Came to U.S. in 1856 with parents, settled at Germania. Moved 

to Princeton in 1873 “and was active in various fields of business, of late he was engaged in the lumber 

and produce vocation.” …  

July 2, 1931 – J. E. Hennig dies. 

July 2, 1931 – For the past week this part of country has experienced one of the worst heat waves in 

many a year. The thermometer daily registered from 100 to 106 in the shade, north side of a building. 

Water in Fox River is at a point that many fish are dying. If conditions don’t take a turn soon, crops in 

this country will be a total loss. … health 

July 2, 1931 – Ads for Princeton Motor Company (correspondent page) and Kallas filling station (last 

page) … business 

July 2, 1931 – Town of Princeton has six public beaches and a public park at Green Lake Terrace. … 

entertainment 

July 2, 1931 – Last Sunday fire department was called to the Wyse Bros. farm west of this city when it 

was discovered their large barn 40 x 138 feet was on fire. The alarm came in at the noon hour and the 

boys promptly responded to the call. However, upon their arrival there the fire had gained to a 

considerable extent that saving the large structure, which by the way, is one of the largest, if not the 

largest, in Green Lake County, was out of the question, and the entire structure became a prey of the 

flames. Three calves, two horses, a bull, which were housed in the barn, were burned to death. Three of 

the horses were saved. A granary and a milk house near the barn also became a prey of the flames. … 

fire  

July 2, 1931 – Former Principal Neil H. Rudie, who left four years ago, now in Westby, sends letter to 

Geo. V. Kelley following a return visit to Princeton. “He was the prime mover in the initial organization of 

the Princeton High School band and is strong for the band and work of Band Mother’s club. Mr. Rudie 

marveled at the park and community hall. He thought it a great community project and one that all in 

Princeton and about should be proud of. “I was very much impressed by the appearance of your city 

park. The arrangements of the flower beds, the entrances, play ground equipment and the monument 



to the soldiers of the World War was very impressive. … I was both pleased and surprised as I walked 

through the new community hall. I am glad that the boys and girls of Princeton have been given the 

chance to play basketball. It seems to me that the facilities offered by the community hall should make it 

possible to offer a real course in physical education in the Princeton schools. The hall will also make it 

possible for the students to satisfy their desire for a good social time, otherwise they might go miles 

from home for a good time. I am glad to know that those in charge of the schools and the community 

hall are cooperating together for the best interests of the youth of Princeton.” Letter continues with 

more praise for community. … improvement school band 

July 2, 1931 – Kallas opens Park Super Service Station. F.B. Kallas & Sons, proprietors. … business 

July 9, 1931 – Files of 1893. J. Edmund Millard county judge. … A saloon will take place in the building 

recently vacated by A.T. Graf. … business history 

July 9, 1931 – The Woman’s club committee which has been working to establish a kindergarten in the 

public school system in Princeton has withdrawn the petition at this time, owing the general feeling 

against it throughout the community. … School board plans vote at annual meeting July 13 whether 

board should establish kindergarten. Also Philip Lehner’s term as director expires. … school 

July 9, 1931 – Princeton celebrates. Fourth of July. “The cannon was struck off, and the flags all over the 

city and park were raised at 9 a.m. The band marched from the park and played an hour concert 

downtown on the business streets. Then at 11:00 the return to the park the band lead by Norbert 

Nowak on horseback in gala western habitat. Concert was continued at band stand where the band of 

60pieces under the direction of Prof. Edgar Zobel received great applause. Air ship daring stunts were 

performed over the park by aviators from Fond du Lac and Chicago. At noon the ladies served  fine 

cafeteria dinner enjoyed by all in the park. … Kaukauna defeats Princeton in ball game 6-4. … “On the 

tennis court at 2 p.m. the Mergot trio of Chicago performed in marvelous acrobatic stunts. They thrilled 

and pleased the crowd. … Dot Hemple and Bill Cook put on a rube dance. Later Dot appeared in fancy 

toe and ballad and fairy dances. … At 3:00 p.m. Hon. M. K. Reilly spoke to the large crowd present. … It 

will be remembered that Mr. Reilly was the only Democrat elected in the state last all running 10,651 

votes ahead of his ticket. … The tug of war between Princeton and St. Marie was won by Town of 

Princeton. … About 50 prizes were dropped from the air planes for the crowd at 5:30. … Supper was 

served at 6 p.m. The concert by the band resumed at 7 p.m. The big fireworks at 8:30 was viewed by a 

massive crowd. The air port was illuminated with sparkling and varied colors for a half hour. The big 

dance opened at 9 p.m. Jack and His Vagabonds pleased the crowd of 284 numbers. … Carnival for 

young and old prevailed in the park until midnight. … It was a day and night of big entertainment. … The 

crowd was jolly, excitement ran high. … All hail to the workers of Princeton.” … entertainment 

July 9, 1931 – Gross receipts of Fourth of July celebration about $1,300. Geo. V. Kelley writes: “Every 

dollar gained by this celebration will go into the City Park and Hall. With such cooperation the city will 

soon own without any debt the Community Hall and all the fine improvements in the City Park. It means 

turning over to the city without any debt about $15,000. Over $12,000 has been paid already out of the 

good work of the Park Board organizations and committees, and it will only take a short time to 

complete the work if we work together. When the city owns this Hall it will pay bigger dividends to the 

taxpayers than the electric light plant does at this time, and we all know that that is a good and paying 

investment. But the city is going to get all these improvements free.” … improvement park auditorium 



July 9, 1931 - Julius E. Hennig obit. Born in German in 1852, emigrated at age 16, arrived in Princeton 

with wife in 1881-1882 from Fall Creek. President of village, Lutheran school and church, deputy sheriff. 

(New Lutheran church built in 1908). Postmaster for eight years. … politics business 

July 9, 1931 – Former townsman Arthur P. Wicks, of Rockford, Illinois, visited for two weeks. Bi-annual 

visits. “In my days the park was an eye sore. The public shunned it. It was filled with weeds, sand burs 

and presented an ugly appearance at the entrance of our city.” … improvement park 

July 9, 1931 – H.G. Bierman runs for school board, says about 100 people have asked him to run. 1. I do 

not favor the establishment of a kindergarten or any more departments in our school. 2. I do not favor 

taking money from the treasury for athletics; students and teachers an create an interest in the games 

and make them pay the running expense of athletics. 3. Favor gradual reduction of wages in the high 

school. 4. We want a good school run economically. … school 

July 16, 1931 – Files of 1893. Wm. Schroeder has taken possession of the hardware store he recently 

purchased of Herman Warnke. … Martin Manthey is again dealing in butter and eggs. Mr. Manthey went 

out of business some time ago but says it is too lonesome out of business. … Jacob Messing took 

possession of the Commercial Hotel on July 1. … Ponto Bros. harness shop in Green’s building has been 

having a new front therein placed lately which greatly improves the looks of their shop. … business 

history 

July 16, 1931 – Saturday and Sunday the Miller & Son cigar factory was the scene of a skat tournament, 

practically 80 hands were played on the two days. Prizes were awarded to Hugo Miller, first; Wm. 

Krause, second; Jac Miller, third. Nine persons participated in the game. … entertainment 

July 16, 1931 – About 400 turn out for annual school meeting. Assembly room too small, so meeting 

moves to Opera House, but that is also too small. Many were obliged to stand. Lehner re-elected. … 

school 

July 16, 1931 – Deer hunting allowed in 22 northern counties. Gov. Philip La Follette signs measure 

creating annual deer hunt every year for 10 days beginning Nov. 21. Formerly the season was open only 

in even-numbered years. … sports 

July 16, 1931 – Paul Weiske has purchased the Ford garage at Princeton and has already taken 

possession. His brother, Vincent Weiske, who has been employed in a machine shop in Milwaukee for 

the past few years, will be at the head of the repair department. Luke Buchen has been employed as 

bookkeeper. … The Montello Express … business 

July 23, 1931 - Files of 1893 – Eph. Mueller appointed game warden of this district. … Carl Bartol brought 

in 437 ducks Tuesday the product of three days’ shooting. …  history 

July 23, 1931 – Ad for West Side Service Station. W.H. Doyle, manager, Located west of Fox River at the 

junction of Highways 23 and 73. … business 

July 30, 1931 – Bert Doyle, of Hartford, who came to this city recently, has taken over the John Kalupa 

filling station, West Side, and is dealing in the Cities Service products. Mr. Doyle is a son-in-law of Mr. 

and Mrs. A.S. Humphrey and is by no means a stranger to this city. He has visited here on many 

occasions. … business 



July 30, 1931 – Files of 1893. 

July 30, 1931 – Gustav Ponto, 65, dies. Was 2 when came to US with parents and settled in town of St. 

Marie. Later had farm in town of Shields. Resident of Princeton since 1918.  

July 30, 1931 – Arguments were recently made before Judge Park of Stevens Point on the case brought 

by Lehner vs. three newspapers. Defendant attorneys Doyle, Kelley and Wood have just received the 

judge’s decision. Judge Park orders certain paragraphs taken from the complaint The Lehner complaint 

was found defective in that it contained matter that had to be stricken out. The judge’s decision applies 

to the three newspapers, the Republic being one of the defendants. As a result of this decision Lehner is 

required to plead over or dismiss the case. … libel 

July 30, 1931 – We are in receipt of a view card of the new home purchased by Fred E. Yahr, Milwaukee, 

last April. The residence located at 2233 No. Lake Drive is constructed of brick and presents a beautiful 

appearance. It is in the most desirable residential section of that city. Mr. Yahr, president of the Yahr, 

Lange Drug company, will be remembered as a former Princeton boy. … history 

August 6, 1931 – Files of 1893. Sturgeon caught near Devil’s elbow. … Frank Giese’s encounter with a 

rat. … history 

August 6, 1931 – City receives notice from State Board of Health dated July 24, 1931, from E.J. Beatty, 

assistant engineer, and L. F. Warkick, state sanitary engineer. Investigated city’s method of sewage 

disposal on July 18 following a complaint. Type of system: Approximately five blocks of storm sewer 

onto which have been connected a school house, creamery, several private residences and business 

establishments. There are also numerous private residences which discharge directly into the Fox river. 

Water: At the present time there is no public water supply in the city of Princeton. Water for fire 

protection purposes is secured direct from the river. Conditions found: At the time of this investigation 

there was very little flow of sewage from this storm sewer entering the system. The storm sewer has 

been installed approximately 15 years. During the past year the school house sewer, which leads directly 

into the river, became plugged and this sewer was then connected to the city storm sewer. During the 

school year there are approximately; 250 to 300 pupils in the local school which will be discharging into 

the storm sewer. In order to provide a more satisfactory sanitary facilities for the city, it appears 

desirable that both a public water supply and sanitary sewerage system be installed in this city. 

Construction costs at the present time are considerably lower than they have been for several years, 

and t is believed at the present time a very satisfactory bid for installation of water and sewerage 

facilities could be secured. Conclusion and recommendations: The discharge of raw sewage into the Fox 

river at Princeton is undesirable from the standpoint of public health and stream pollution. In order to 

eliminate this condition, it is felt (1) That immediate steps should be taken by the officials toward the 

employment of a consulting engineer to draw up plans for a complete sewerage system and public 

water supply for the city. (2) That plans for both public water supply and sewerage system be submitted 

to this department for approval. …health improvement sewer 

August 6, 1931 – V. F. Yahr has Nash car agency in Sheboygan with Darcy Dickinson. Daughter Lucille is 

bookkeeper.  

August 6, 1931 – Meeting Aug. 14 at city hall re: making 1-mile square wildlife refuge on Lake Puckaway. 

Two years of drought on the most important breeding areas have destroyed a “large percentage of the 



waterfowl crop.” US and Canada game officials urge the open season be limited to 10 birds per hunter 

and baiting of grounds be prohibited. Aug. 20 – A shooting reserve will be established at Puckaway lake 

as a result of a hearing conducted at the City Hall, this city, last Friday night by Haskell Noyes, chairman 

of the state conservation commission. … The prohibited area will lie east of the Fox river. The old dredge 

bank starting at the mile post 63 is the west boundary, and the north line will be the old Markesan 

channel. But one sportsman favored including a square mile of rice bed west of the river. Sentiment was 

strong in favor of the east location, which the commission indicated would be staked out. … Under this 

arrangement the shore line is left open. … Aug. 27 – President Hoover issues proclamation shortening 

duck hunting season to one month. Oct. 1-31. Under the old regulations the season averaged about 

three months. … sports 

August 6, 1931 – Princeton Motor Company – name of Weiske garage … business 

August 13, 1931 – Files of 1893. Lute Merrill (future lawman?) hurts his head swinging in the American 

House barn. … Albert Eygabroad united in marriage … history 

August 20, 1931 – Files of 1893. J.F. Warnke will sell goods for the next number of days at cost. He is in 

Schendel’s block first door west of Mueller’s drug store. … business history 

August 20, 1931 – Cost of living has dropped 30.6 percent from June 1920 to June 1931. Last June living 

costs were 6.5 percent lower than in December and 9.8 percent below June of the previous year. Food 

prices dropped nearly 14 percent in the half year that ended in June, and smaller decreases occurred in 

the cost of rest house furnishings, fuel, light and other items. … depression 

August 27, 1931 – Files of 1893.  

August 27, 1931 – Princeton Rod & Gun Club organized on Feb. 24, 1924, with group of 42 men. “Since 

the organization, the club has purchased a total of 1,240 pheasant eggs and 112 live pheasants. The 

state has recognized the work done by the club and aided it by donating a total of about 950 pheasant 

eggs and 125 mature pheasants, with 75 to arrive in the near future, making a total of 2,190 eggs and 

312 mature pheasants. … The club too has been very active in attempts to better the fishing in our 

neighborhood, and has planted a great number of fish fry and fingerlings. These plantings have included 

various kinds of fish – trout, bass, pike and mixed fish. We have planted a total of 421 cans of trout, both 

fry and fingerlings, 10 can of bass, 123 of pike, 126 of mixed fish. This year to date we have secured a 

total of 17 cans of pike and 64 of trout. The planting of these fish for the past few years is now beginning 

to show results and better fishing is already enjoyed.  … sports 

August 27, 1931 – Last Saturday evening the home of Mrs. Mattie Thomas was the scene of much 

enjoyment and pleasure, and friends came to her home and surprised her in a farewell party. Mrs. 

Thomas will take up residence in the rooms recently vacated by Mrs. A. Tassler in the Sam Kohnke 

building. … bartel 

Sept. 3, 1931 – Files of 1893 

Sept. 10, 1931 – Files of 1893. History of Green Lake county elected officials from 1858. Republicans in 

charge. … history 

Sept. 10, 1931 – Mrs. John J. Bartol (Bukowski) obit. 



Sept. 10, 1931 – Sophia Jezeske, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jezeske, marries Frank Bukowski. 

Angeline Novak, niece of the bride, acted as flower girl. … Novak/bartel 

Sept. 10, 1931 – Frank Bartol obit. 62. Born 1869 in Princeton. Survivors include his mother, Mrs. 

Thomas Bartol, and one sister, Mrs. Max Swader. Josephine Bartol is executor of estate. … bartel 

Sept. 10, 1931 – Princeton State Bank Closes Doors. Continued withdrawals by depositors caused the 

State Bank of this city, considered one of the strongest institutions in this part of the state, to suspend 

business on Wednesday, Sept. 3. Further developments in the situation await the completion of banking 

commissioners. Withdrawals of funds from the bank started the last week of the preceding month. Later 

calls from depositors increased and on Wednesday of last week shortly before the noon hour the 

demand for funds was pronounced. Officials decided to prevent further depletion by suspending. The 

bank was organized approximately 30 years ago and was capitalized for $60,000. It reported a surplus of 

$25,000 at the last call for statement. Officials declared that the bank was in sound condition but that it 

was unable to withstand continued withdrawals. The move to close was decided on to protect the assets 

of the institution. … business depression 

Sept. 17, 1931 – Edward Teske hangs himself in Rice Lake. “Ill health is attributed for committing the 

rash act.” Born in Princeton in 1865. 66. “After leaving school he entered the mercantile business with 

his father and later was taken in as a partner. In this business he remained until about four years ago 

when he left for Haugen, near Rice Lake, and conducted a general store until last fall when his place of 

business was destroyed by fire. Survivors include his brother Gustav and half-brother F.C. Teske, half-

sisters Mrs. H.O. Whittemore and Miss Leona Teske.  … business 

Sept. 17, 1931 – Files of 1893. County officials’ history continues. Sheriff Lorenzo D. Olin. … history 

Sept. 17, 1931 - School board on Aug. 11 rejected petition of the Woman’s Club in Princeton demanding 

the establishment of a kindergarten in this city. Club filed affidavit of prejudice. Judge C. F. Van Pelt 

referred motions to Judge E. V. Werner. Attorney Philip Lehner represents school board. Twenty-five 

signatures. Judge rejected motion by Lehner to approve action of 10 signers of petition asking 

permission to have their names stricken. “In a statement R.W. Peterson, counsel for the petitioners, 

declared the cost of a kindergarten in Princeton could not exceed $400 per year, taking into 

consideration state aid that would be received. It had been estimated by the school board that the cost 

would total $1,300 per year. … The Kindergarten Question: In April the Princeton Woman’s Club voted 

to support and circulate a petition to establish a kindergarten in the public-school system. Every year the 

State Department of Education urges us to do this, which shows that they consider the Kindergarten 

important and valuable in the education of a child. Furthermore, our state law says that: “Any school 

board which has control of primary grades may, and upon petition of parents of 25 children more than 4 

and not more than six years of age, shall establish and maintain a kindergarten provided such parents 

reside not more than one mile from the school building.” “It is not the wish of the committee to raise 

taxes in the community, but only to uphold the best interests of the children. It would not cost 

thousands of dollars not even a thousand dollars to install a kindergarten in Princeton. It does not 

involve a building program. There was room for a kindergarten formerly and the same space can be 

made available again in the same school building. The fact that the state furnishes $500 toward the 

teacher’s salary yearly reduces the expense. This “state aid” is raised from the total educational budget 

of the state. We, the people of Princeton, pay this educational tax each year regardless of the amount of 

state aid we receive in our own local school. The cost of completely equipping a Kindergarten as 



estimated by the National Kindergarten Association is $150. A great deal of this required equipment is 

already in possession of the school. The actual amount needed to be raised by the district, then, would 

not exceed five or six hundred dollars for the first year and probably three or four hundred dollars a year 

after that. … school 

Sept. 17, 1931 – At the auction sale last Saturday afternoon the A. Fishkin store building was sold to the 

Princeton State Bank, their bid being $4,000. The Fishkin dwelling was sold to Robert Freibeit the same 

day, his bid was $1,700. … business 

Sept. 17, 1931 – Rev. O. L. Merritt replaces Rev. C. A. Tuttle at Community Church. … reigion 

Sept. 24, 1931 – Files of 1893. History of elected officials in county. … “The citizens of Princeton forcibly 

took possession of the county records and removed them to Princeton at a very early hour of the 

morning. As the wagon containing the records and re- out of Dartford, Chase Sargent (clerk of county 

board), who was always of a jocose turn of mind and who had all the time taken sides with Princeton, 

perched himself on the rear of the wagon and gave vent to a series of crows on a lead toy rooster 

painted green and red.” County seat! Continued. … history 

Sept. 24, 1931 – Three youthful bandits would not bother about the silver change held up the filling 

station of W. F. Huenerberg at the south city limits early Tuesday morning, escaping with a $15 loot in a 

small couple bearing an Illinois license plates. The trio drove up to the station at about 7:30 a.m. just as 

Mr. Huenerberg had deposited $15 in bills together with silver change in the cash register for the day’s 

business. Two of the youths who were from 18 to 21 years of age remained in the auto; the third, 

pointing a revolver at Mr. Huenerberg demanded he open the cash register. Huenerberg asked the 

young bandit, who he said, was about 19 years, to “help himself.” The youth took $15 in bills from the 

register, telling Mr. Huenerberg to keep the change. The trio drove on County D Highway south from the 

city and were traced by Chief of Police L.A Merrill to Montello where the trail was lost. The first three 

numbers on the plate were 102. City officials said that the three young men had taken breakfast in one 

of the restaurants and seen loitering about the city on Monday. … crime 

Sept. 24, 1931 - Albert Zabel, who for 15 years has been an outstanding photographer in the south half 

of Green Lake county with his studio located in Markesan, has leased the gallery and has come to 

Princeton to make his home and establish himself in the photograph business. … business 

Sept. 24, 1931 – John J. Bartol buys John Budnik residence on west side. …  

Sept. 24, 1931 – Max King has moved his hamburger and pop corn stand from the east end of the bridge 

and is now located opposite the American House on Washington street on the O. H. Lichtenberg lot. He 

specializes in South American pop corn, a product never sold in Princeton before. Hamburgers will be 

sold at 5 cents. … entertainment business 

Sept. 24, 1931 – State has taken possession of the property and business of Princeton State Bank, as of 

Sept. 2. All persons having claims against bank must present them by Dec. 24. … business 

Oct. 1, 1931 – Files of 1893. County officials history. Same election where Dartford defeated Berlin quest 

to move county seat, A. H. Myers defeats F. B. Hawes for county judge. … history 

Oct. 1, 1931 – Long poem by V. W. Potter dedicated to Uncle Al Eygabroad on his 90th birthday Oct. 1, 

1931. … war history 



Oct. 1, 1931 – A preemptory writ of mandamus ordering the Princeton school board immediately to 

provide kindergarten facilities in response to a petition by the Princeton Woman’s club was issued by 

Judge E. V. Warner, of Appleton, who was called to Green Lake last week to preside over a special term 

of circuit court at which trial was had. The school board is ordered to make a return on Oct. 19 at the 

village of Green Lake showing that the kindergarten has been established. A decision in the case was 

received by District Attorney R. W. Peterson, of Berlin, who appeared in behalf of the womean;s club. 

Mr. Peterson declared that the decision embraced 30 pages of discussion of various issues which were 

raised in opposition to the petition. Judge Werner held with Judge C. F. Van Pelt on two salient points in 

the return made after Judge Van Pelt issued a writ of mandamus. The Appleton judge declared that the 

word “parents” meant either father or mother or both of them and further held that petitioners who 

withdrew their names from the petition after the school board had acted on the petition in no way 

affected the status of the proceedings. Judge Werner said that after the board had rejected the petition 

persons signing the petition could not legally withdraw. Attorney Philip Lehner, who represented the 

school board in the proceedings, contended that the word “parents” as used in the statute meant both 

father and mother and that it was insufficient for one of the two to sign the petition. On that question 

Judge Van Pelt ruled that whether one parent or both signed the petition made little difference. Judge 

Van Pelt construed the statute as meaning the person who by common agreement and common 

practice guided the educational training of the children in the home. Judge Van Pelt said that in most 

cases it is the mother who takes the lead in such family affairs and by common knowledge that 

leadership is assumed after a mutual consideration by parents for the welfare of their children, each 

being equally interested. The statute under which the Woman’s club acted makes it obligatory for 

school boards to establish kindergartens after a petition is signed and presented containing the names 

of at least 25 parents. Various motions were heard in the case in this city. Judge Van Pelt after hearing 

preliminary motions declined to squash the writ of mandamus and the case went to trial last week in 

Green Lake. Judge Werner presided after an affidavit of prejudice had been filed against Judge Van Pelt. 

… school kindergarten 

Oct. 1, 1931 – Special school meeting Oct. 9 to decide whether to appeal kindergarten decision to 

Supreme Court and to raise taxes $2,500 over what was OK’s at the annual meeting. … school 

kindergarten 

Oct. 1, 1931 – Five taken in second raid on old Yesse barn. “Lightning may not always strike twice in the 

same spot, but Wisconsin’s federal dry agents Tuesday for the second time within three years raided the 

barn on the farm property formerly owned by Peter Yesse, seven miles north of Princeton on County 

Trunk D. … In Tuesday’s raid the agents destroyed 1,100 one-gallon alcohol cans, 50,000 gallons of 

mash, 350 gallons of alcohol, more than 2,00 pounds of sugar and 300 pounds of yeast. Besides the 

material the agents destroyed considerable equipment, a 500-gallon still with copper column 24 inches 

in diameter and 12 feet high; a 1,000-gallon still with copper column 24 inches in diameter and 15 feet 

high; four steam pumps; five vats holding the 50,000 gallons of mash; two condenser each five feet high 

and 24 inches in diameter and another five feet high and 36 inches in diameter, a 50-horsepower steam 

boiler and an automobile. The value of the plant was estimated at between $30,000 and $35,000. 

According to the raiders the distillery had a capacity for turning out 1,500 gallons of alcohol daily. The 

five men were arrested in the barn are believed to be both the day and night crews as the plant worked 

24 hours daily. The federal men called a wrecking crew from Fond du Lac who worked throughout the 

day destroying the materials and equipment. The work was completed shortly after 7 pm. About 2 



o’clock Wednesday morning the tenant on the farm awoke to find the barn in flames. The fire had 

gained such headway that it was useless to try to extinguish it. It burned to the ground, as did a hen 

house nearby. … Four federal men made up the raiding party. The prisoners were taken to Milwaukee 

where they were arraigned before U.S. Commissioner Floyd Jenkins. … Charged with possession and 

manufacture of liquor, and one man with transportation. Bail for each set at $2,500. – The Tri-County 

News (Berlin) … crime prohibition 

Oct. 1, 1931 – FFA chapter helping with Community Fair. … farm progress 

Oct. 1, 1931 – Paul Weiske, the Ford garage man, will move his family here from Montello this week. 

They will reside in the Martin Bartol home, W. Main Street. … business 

Oct. 1, 1931 – Mrs. Therese Dolske, mother of five, will go to Supreme Court to secure damages for the 

death of her husband, Henry Dolske, killed in an automobile-train collision on June 6, 1926, in Ripon. … 

railroad crime 

Oct. 8, 1931 – 90th birthday celebration for Uncle Al Eygabroad, Princeton’s oldest citizen and only living 

G.A.R. member. … Covers were laid for twenty-three. The place cards were unique being in folder form 

with a picture of Uncle Al on the cover and within an appropriate verse written by his nephew, V.W. 

Potter, of Washington, D.C. The table favors were small American flags set in a bed of candy. The large 

birthday cake was artistically decorated in the national colors and ninety red candles. … High school 

band marches to his home and serenaded him. He was the recipient of many gifts, telegrams and 

greeting cards. Although legally blind, Uncle Al is hale and healthy and is seen on our streets nearly 

every day. … Mr. and Mrs. O. L. Warren, of Wauwatosa, attend. … war history 

Oct. 8, 1931 – Letter to Dr. Schnetzky from V.A. Gudex, deputy state health officer. “It is rather 

astounding and most regrettable to hear that you should be condemned because some one suspects 

you to have informed me that they are putting a storm sewer in Princeton to use as a sewer for 

disposing raw sewage and discharging same in the Fox River, something not sanctioned by law. If you 

have done that, you would have only fulfilled your sworn duty. The fact is that at the time this sewer 

was being fixed, no one in Princeton knew that I was coming, and I was several hours in your city before 

you were aware of it because you were out on business. Then again, the investigation was made and the 

orders issued by a different department and not the one in which I am employed. Please understand 

that I am not excusing myself, but the Bureau of Sanitary Engineering simply had to take the steps they 

did. I hope that some of the scandal mongers in Princeton will come to the understanding that the State 

of Wisconsin will at all cost protect the lives of its citizens and will use the power of law if necessary. 

Princeton has as many decent law-abiding citizens in it per square foot as any other place in the country 

and they will give their full support to anyone who protects public health. … improvement sewer 

Oct. 8, 1931 – There was a meeting of the depositors of the Princeton State Bank at the auditorium last 

Monday evening. The purpose of the meeting was to form plans for the reorganization of said bank. A 

large assemblage of depositors as well as stockholders attended. Atty. Jas. L. Kelley, of Fond du Lac, 

attended and in detail explained the course to pursue for its organization. … Two committees were 

appointed, each composed of six men, one committee on reorganization and a committee for 

depositors. Following is the committee on reorganization: Charles Dahlke, Frank Giese, Andrew 

Loshinski, Herman Kleinert, R. A. Luedtke, Henry Prieve. Committee for depositors: Herman Spooner, 

Walter Loshinski, Dr. C. Affeldt, Henry Zuehls, H. A. Megow, Walter Mackowski. … business 



Oct. 8, 1931 – The Kindergarten Issue. We feel that there is a great deal of misunderstanding in 

regarding the kindergarten question, and we have been asked to make a statement in regard to same in 

order that the people may know the truth. A kindergarten was in force at Princeton about 15 years ago 

and was discontinued three years later, as the enrollment fell below the necessary 15. At that time we 

have been told, the kindergarten teacher also took care of the first grade. That plan is also used at Green 

Lake at the present time. Kindergarten is held in the schools of Wautoma, Montello, Green Lake and 

other neighboring towns. At the present time the teachers of the lower grades are handling more 

children than is compatible with the best results. One teacher handles the first two grades with 32 

students. It would be better for the entire school up to high school if one more teacher could be added. 

The additional teacher could take over the kindergarten and one additional grade, and thus make it 

possible for the other teachers to give more time to their pupils. We are not asking for a teacher to 

teach only one small group of small children, but one who will teach them and also help in the other 

work. … Most children do not receive an education beyond high school. It is therefore necessary to give 

them the best training possible. … Why should our own children not have as good instruction as the 

children in our neighboring towns? Last spring we secured for 32 signers to a petition for kindergarten. 

This petition was submitted to the school board. We then decided to withdraw the petition and 

published a notice to that effect in this paper, “that due to adverse criticism and financial conditions we 

have decided to withdraw our petition at this time.” Following our withdrawal we were severely 

criticized by some of the signers and some other interested citizens and were asked to get up a new 

petition. We did this and secured the necessary signers. We again submitted this to the school board, 

and they refused to grant this petition. We then decided to take legal action. … Following this some 

citizens secured the withdrawal of names of signers. These people who withdrew their names have told 

the committee that they had been told if they did not withdraw they would 1. Be involved in law suits 

and legal expense, 2. That the addition would raise taxes a great deal, stating that from $1,500 to $2,500 

would be needed. … refute those arguments … “Certainly there is no need for the statements that 

$1,600 to $2,500 would be needed. … RememberL The legal action so far taken has not cost the city or 

the school district one cent. … Surely no one can say that this would cause a great increase in taxes. We 

have consulted lawyers in Princeton, Berlin, Fond du Lac and Madison. They have informed us that we 

are legally right. … Do you desire to donate from $200 to $500 to any group of men to carry a case to 

Supreme Court that they may satisfy some private desire? When we really need another teacher,a nd 

when all decisions have been made in our favor. We wish to repeat: 1. The addition of one teacher 

would help all the children in school up to the ninth grade. 2. It will not be necessary to raise more than 

$600 the first year, and not $1,600 or $2,500 as some have been told. 3. It seems foolish to us and 

unnecessary to carry a case of this kind to Supreme Court and donate from the taxpayers money a sum 

of from $200 to $500 for any group of people, especially when two decisions have been rendered 

against them. The eyes of the people of Wisconsin are upon us in this case to see if you are willing to 

give your children what they deserve, or if you will follow the dictation of any one group of men. … 

Committee … school kindergarten 

 Oct. 8, 1931 – F. C. Teske, wife and children drove to Green Bay last Sunday where they attended the 

Green Bay Packer-New York foot ball game. … sports 

Oct. 8, 1931 – This Week in Madison by Tiller News Service. Statistics compiled by R.O. Whipperman, 

Milwaukee, to show that the delinquent tax list in Wisconsin has increased from $3,251,093 in 1930 to 

$22,727,335 in 1931 is being regarded with no little alarm by political leaders. … While more than 



$7,000,000 of the total delinquency accumulated during the past year as a result of the business 

depression, Mr. Whipperman pointed out that a five-fold increase was nevertheless registered during 

the comparatively prosperous decade, 1920 to 1930. … depression 

Oct. 15, 1931 – Community Church invites all … if you have no church, or the denomination to which you 

belong does not have a church here. … religion 

Oct. 15, 1931 – The school meeting last Friday brought out a large percentage of voters of the district to 

vote on the question whether the district would proceed with the organization of a kindergarten as 

directed by the court or whether an appeal should be taken to the supreme court, seeking relief from 

the court order. The vote taken showed that 124 were in favor of the appeal to the supreme court from 

a preemptory order issued by Judge E. V. Werner, of Appleton, requiring the district to establish a 

kindergarten before the 19th day of October. Against the appeal were 79 votes. … school kindergarten 

Oct. 15, 1931 – Boy Scouts and other organizations of Wisconsin were host to State University at the 

two football games Saturday, Oct. 3rd. Green Lake county was well represented with delegations from 

Berlin, Green Lake and Princeton. Princeton having the largest delegation of seventeen members: Ted 

and Dick Breitenbross, Lloyd Marquardt, John Siepert, Dick Morse, Junior Hiestand, John Kelley, Morris 

Swed, Milo Biermann, Curtis Peterson, Preston Hiestand, Lee Bednarek, Jim Wyse, Wayne Fink, Steve 

Resheski, Norbert Luzenski and Alex Miller. The delegation was taken to Madison under the leadership 

of Scoutmaster Louis Bosman, Geo. V. Kelley and Mace Morse, committee. … entertainment 

Oct. 15, 1931 – State aid to the amount of $20,000,000 to $30,000,000 for emergency unemployment 

relief was asked of Gov. La Follette early this week by a committee of Wisconsin mayors and county 

officials. Milwaukee County alone would need approximately $18,000,000 to care for between 40,000 

and 50,000 unemployed. … depression 

Oct. 15, 1931 – New residence of Supt. And Mrs. Geo. V. Kelley on Harvard street is rapidly nearing 

completion. 

Oct. 15, 1931 – Troop 25 sponsoring another series of pictures on Scout work. All boys are welcomed. 

Pictures are free of charge. … entertainment 

Oct. 15, 1931 – John P. Hotmar and Edward Zanto saw four deer on the banks of the Fox river, south of 

this city, while hunting ducks last Sunday. … sports 

Oct. 15, 1931 – The American Gas Association predicts that within five years the better class of American 

homes will be cooled in summer, as they are now heated in winter. … improvement 

Oct. 22, 1931 – Files of 1893. Continuing history of county officials. … history 

Oct. 22, 1931 – Green Lake County Band changes its name to Berlin Municipal Band. … entertainment 

Oct. 22, 1931 – No state tax levy in 1932. Gov. Philip La Follette announced that no state tax will be 

collected on general property in Wisconsin next January. … depression 

Oct. 22, 1931 – Henry Freitag, the garage man, on last Monday evening entertained garage men from 

this city, also surrounding villages and cities, together with friends – in all about 50 persons. Movies 

were shown consisting mainly of a new product for automobile engines. Later in the evening a fine 



repast was served by Mr. Freitag. The entertainment was held in the show room of the garage. … 

business 

Oct. 29, 1931 – Files of 1893.  

Oct. 29, 1931 – Hoboes who reach Princeton will have a warm, clean, well-lighted place to spend the 

night. A room in the rear of the fire station will be fitted up with a stove, cleaned, and equipped with 

four cots. A table will also be provided and cooking utensils. Chief of Police L. A. Merrill is expecting 

scores of visitors during the winter months. … depression 

Oct. 29, 1931 – Description of Harry Menge resort on Lake Puckaway. … entertainment 

Oct. 29, 1931 – Awarded damages of $30,000 on March 11, 1930, for the death of her husband, Eugene 

F. Curran, killed in an accident at Black Creek, near Princeton, on the North Western road, Mrs. Elsie 

Curran, widow, today received word through the Commonwealth Reporter of a final victory in her 

efforts to have the verdict sustained. The decision, which denied the railway company a review of the 

case, was handed down today by the United States Supreme Court. Her original suit was tried in the 

federal court in St. Paul. After judgment was entered, the railroad company appeals to the United States 

Supreme Court. Curran was a fireman on a NorthWestern passenger train which “climbed the rails” on a 

crossing over Black Creek and was ditched. He was thrown from his cab and crushed at the side of the 

creek. He died two hours later. Mrs. Curran is the mother of five children, the eldest 9. … railroad crime 

health 

Nov. 5, 1931 – Files of 1894. Charles Torwedo weds Pauline Jaster, and they live in Gard Green’s 

residence on Water street, just east of Gottlieb Luedtke’s residence. … Gustav Zierke has commenced 

the erection of a new home just west of August Swanke. … history 

Nov. 5, 1931 – Erwin Bielfuss and W. E. Haferman, of Horicon, have gained possession of the Mrs. S. E. 

Mackowski store for the sale of a new line of groceries. The interior has been remodeled and given a 

new coat of white paint. New shelving has been installed and every article is in plain sight of the 

purchaser. Lattice work in the window and above the partition has been arranged which lends a 

beautiful appearance to the store. The new firm will do business under the name of “Princeton Grocery 

I.G.A.” … business 

Nov. 5, 1931 – Tiller News Service: Savings accounts are undergoing heavy withdrawals during the past 

few months although earlier in the depression an increase was noted. … The experts are of the opinion 

that the depression will have the effect of placing only about 1,000 of the state’s 3,300 largest 

corporations in the taxable column this year. … Resolutions urging the legislature to enact 

unemployment insurance laws at the special session are becoming popular. “Unemployment insurance 

is a socialistic experiment …” … depression 

Nov. 5, 1931 – Novel methods of entry and exit were employed by burglars who looted the Henry 

Freitag garage on Main street early Sunday morning. Unable to open a rear door with a jimmy, the 

thieves whittled for some time with jackknives to carve a hole, then reached through and released the 

bolt. When they left, they drove a stolen four-passenger Studebaker car thru the front entry. Also taking 

with them radios, a Chevrolet clock and mirror, five boxes of piston rings, hydrometer, windshield 

heater, eight top dressing brushes, four desk drawers, spark plugs, flash lights, dry cells, batteries, 

storage batteries, valve and valve parts, ducco polish, a number of tools and a bench vise. The 



Studebaker car has since been recovered at Fox Lake where it was abandoned at the roadside. The 

thieves, it is believed, also drove a Pontiac Special. … crime 

Nov. 5, 1931 – Telephone strike in Marquette County. 

Nov. 12, 1931 – Files of 1894. John Warnke has moved his goods to Germania but will try the general 

commission business in the room he lately occupied selling goods. … groceryman Julius Buchholz … 

business history 

Nov. 12, 1931 – Max King, who has had several years’ experience in the hardware business and has 

established a very good name and record as an expert in heating, plumbing and sheet metal work, has 

opened a store and work shop opposite the post office where he will give careful attention to all work in 

the above lines. Mr. King is no stranger to the people of Princeton and vicinity. He has made his home in 

Princeton for many years and has done heating, plumbing and tin work for many of our local people 

while in the employ of J.P. Hotmar. His work has always been rated first class. … business 

Nov. 19, 1931 – Files of 1894. F.T. Yahr moving to Milwaukee. … Gard Green is having the large barn 

back of the “rookery” moved to another lot south. That barn was erected some forty years ago, and 

when the “rookery” was a magnificent hostelry (for those days) has given shelter for many a teamster’s 

team. Tim Paull is moving the structure. … Piece on Nepeenauk club, duck hunting exclusivity … history 

Nov. 19, 1931 – Dorothy Guderski wins free trip the National Club Congress in Chicago, sponsored by the 

county Council of Women’s Clubs. … entertainment 

Nov. 19, 1931 – New home of Frank Novak Jr. on Farmer Street is nearing completion. … bartel 

Nov. 26, 1931 – Files of 1894. Henry Dantz, 90, dies in Milwaukee at home of his daughter, Mrs. Charles 

Bentley. In 1870 he moved to Princeton and for a while engaged in the grocery business. Also served as 

justice of the peace for many years. … history 

Nov. 26, 1931 – A. A. Manthey loses $23.50 in check forgery scam. … crime 

Nov. 26, 1931 – Princeton High School band director, Edgar H. Zobel, forming beginner groups. “Next 

chance to enter band will be two years from now as no beginner group will be started next year.” Also in 

charge of Ripon Little Symphony Orchestra, Neshkoro Concert Band and Zobel Music Studios in Ripon. … 

school band 

Nov. 26, 1931 – New ag teacher’s name is R.J. Hogan. … school 

Nov. 26, 1931 – Opera House in Princeton drops movie prices. “Realizing that there has been a reduction 

in prices of all commodities and mindful of the fact that ‘times are hard,’ the general admission will be 

reduced to 10 and 25c. (from 10 and 35) … depression entertainment 

Nov. 26, 1931 – Meeting Nov. 28 will discuss detaching territory from school district. … school 

Dec. 3, 1931 – Files of 1894.  

Dec. 10, 1931 – About 25 players have reported for try-outs in making the Princeton city basketball 

team. Coach will be Leonard Ladwig, of Ripon, who played for Ripon College and one season for the 

Green Bay Packers. … sports 



Dec. 10, 1931 – Files of 1894. Sunday morning, Oct. 5, a telegram was received in Princeton announcing 

the death of Dr. Gustav Mueller at his home in Menasha. The remains arrived in Princeton on the 

evening train accompanied by his wife and children, and were taken to the home of his father, M. 

Mueller, where funeral services were held. Rev. Mr. Korn, of the German Congregational Church, 

officiated. … Dr. N.G. McConnell will occupy front rooms of second story of new bank building. … history 

Dec. 10, 1931 – Body of white collie dog, buried in the city cemetery on Thursday of last week, was 

exhumed last Tuesday because Mrs. Wm. Yahr, Milwaukee, had no permit. Family pet was brought here 

in a wooden box fitted with pillows and white sheets. Mrs. Yahr came with her son, Ferdinand, and two 

daughters to see the family pet buried a few feet from that of her husband. 

Dec. 10, 1931 – Peter J. Bartol resigns as Berlin alderman and county supervisor and will move to 

Cudahy, where he owns a home. …  

Dec. 17, 1931 – Files of 1894. The Strauss & Kaun Feather Renovating Co. have located in the Megow 

building with one of the latest improved machines for cleaning all kinds of feathers. … business history 

Dec. 17, 1931 – Work of rebuilding three locks on the Fox river will give steady employment to nearly 

100 men this winter. Although navigation is at a standstill and forces have been materially decreased, 

the reconstruction project will go ahead. The work involves locks at Princeton, berlin and Kaukauna and 

will cost approximately $100,000. Work was commended on the Princeton lock two weeks ago. … river 

improvement depression 

Dec. 24, 1931 – Files of 1894 

Dec. 24, 1931 – Wilfred Mills’ free throw in the last minute of play gave Princeton city basketball team 

an 11-10 win over Neshkoro. Team is 1-1. Play every Tuesday evening at the auditorium. Preliminary 

game at 7:30 and feature game at 8:30. The Princeton lineup was: centers, George Ladwig, Arnold Kelm; 

forwards, Wayne Giese, Herbert Wachholz; guards, Harold Giese, Luke Buchan, Wilfred Mills, Max 

Ladwig. … sports 

Dec. 24, 1931 – Tiller News Service. Between 300 and 400 farmers and representatives of dairy 

organizations parade around the Capitol on Wednesday of last week to celebrate passage in the senate 

and assembly of the Gehrman “anti-oleo” bill, which imposes a tax of six cents a pound on 

oleomargarine and exacts license fees of $5 to $1,000 from its distributors and manufacturers. Banners, 

carried by the ruralities, proclaime death to the ‘oleo cow’ and a long and prosperous life for the 

Wisconsin milk producer. Commissioner of Agriculture J.D. Back was acclaimed for his defiance of the 

courts in publishing lists of oleomargarine dealers. The court was depicted as a goat led by the 

oleomargarine interests. After the demonstration a resolution was passed in the assembly to have all 

banners and exhibits of this parade stored in the historical museum of the state. No one was able to 

answer as to what provisions should be made for herding the live goat, and the legislators hurriedly 

disposed of the odoriferous subject. … politics farm progress 

Dec. 31, 1931 – Files of 1894. The wonderful historical clock invented by and belonging to Otto Goldfuss, 

the Princeton jeweler, came to an untimely end Saturday of last week. Bills had been distributed in 

Montello announcing an exhibition in that place, to be followed by a dance in the evening. Early 

Saturday morning the clock was placed in a wagon and Mr. Goldfuss and party started for Montello. The 

clock must have had a good shaking up on the way for when it was placed in position in the hall, the 



whole contrivance collapsed and was broken in a thousand pieces. Mr. Goldfuss intends rebuilding the 

clock on a more elaborate scale. … history 

Dec. 31, 1931 – Miss Theresa Novak, employed at the Boston Store, Milwaukee, visited with her parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nowak Sr., during Christmas. … bartel 

Dec. 31, 1931 – W.H. Doyle is manager of the Cities Service Station, west side. … business 

1932 

Jan. 7, 1932 – Files of 1894. The largest plate glass in Green Lake county was placed in the front of the 

new bank building Tuesday. It is very fine. … business history 

Jan. 7, 1932 – Charged with embezzlement and falsification of records, Frank Mueller Jr. and Frizt C. 

Krueger, assistant cashier and cashier, respectively, of the Princeton State Bank, which closed its doors 

on September 2 were arraigned on Thursday of last week before Court Commissioner Fred Engelbracht 

in Berlin and held for preliminary hearing under bail of $10,000 each. The men were served with 

warrants by Sheriff Walter Smith, of Green Lake county, and taken to the county jail in Green Lake in 

default of bond. Cashier Fritz C. Krueger is charged with embezzlement aggregating about $60,000, 

according to totals from the complaint of District Attorney R. W. Peterson, of Green Lake county. In 

addition to sums alleged to have been embezzled, Krueger is also alleged to have made improper 

charges against the accounts of customers at the bank. One charge, according to the complaint, is said 

to have totaled $2,300 and was made against a guardian’s account. Other items claimed to have been 

improperly listed include one of $1,500 against the account of City Treasurer Emil Oelke, of this city, 

another of $1,850 against the same account and a third item of $2,500 against the city account. Frank R. 

Mueller, according to the complaint, is charged with two embezzlements of $3,500 each and one of 

$1,000, while alleged falsifications of records is said to total $15,000, for the purpose of deceiving 

persons appointed to examine the records. Both Krueger and Mueller were not represented by counsel 

when they appeared before the court commissioner but announced they would be represented by an 

attorney at the preliminary hearing on Friday morning, January 8, at 9 o’clock in the office of Fred 

Engelbracht, Berlin. Bond for Frank Mueller Jr. was reduced from $10,000 to $5,000 by Court 

Commissioner Engelbracht and when this bond was raised Mueller was released by Sheriff Smith. The 

audit which is claimed to have disclosed the shortage listed in the complaint against Krueger and 

Mueller was made by McMurray Smith company, of Madison. Steps necessary for the reorganization of 

the Princeton State Bank are well under way. A considerable amount of stock has already been sold, and 

it is evident that the bank will open its doors in the very near future. … business crime 

Jan. 7, 1932 – Conservation Warden Dan Trainer and family will occupy the home of Alfred Warnke, 

vacated by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mueller Jr., on Farmer street. … sports 

Jan. 14, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

Jan. 14, 1932 – Fritz C. Krueger, cashier of the Princeton State Bank, went before Judge C. F. Van Pelt, 

Fond du Lac, on Thursday of last week and was given an intermediate sentence to the state prison of 5 

to 15 years each on 17 counts in the information, the sentences running concurrently. “I hop,” said 

Judge C. F. Van Pelt, “that when you come out of prison, you will do something to right the wrong which 

has been done these poor, suffering people of Princeton. The court has been very lenient with you.” At 

the suggestion of Dist. Atty. R. W. Peterson, Krueger was held in custody in Green Lake until Friday 



because of his presence being desired at the hearing of assistant cashier Frank R. Mueller Jr. before 

Court Commissioner Fred Engelbracht in Berlin. Krueger declared before the judge that he had decided 

to plead guilty to the charges because he knew he was guilty. He said he had been prompted to take the 

course to save the expense of trial to the county and added that he was willing to assist the district 

attorney in further investigations which led to the failure of the bank. Attorney Norman E. Wood, of 

Berlin, who represented Krueger, told the court that he, Krueger, and his father had owned 163 of the 

600 shares of capital stock. Mr. Wood further declared that in 1929 the defendant started buying on the 

stock market, making remittances out of his personal funds. Later, however, he used bank funds in the 

stock market, securities were put up as collateral against notes. The decline in the securities market 

came, said Mr. Wood, and with it all hope vanished for replacing the funds appropriated. Krueger stayed 

around Princeton to be arrested. He offered help to the district attorney and auditors who checked the 

bank after it closed on the order of the state banking commissioner. In closing Mr. Wood suggested that 

a sentence of two to five years in the penitentiary would serve the ends of justice. District Attorney 

Peterson, asked by the court for a statement, painted a different picture. He said the bank was the 

source of income to a group of relatives closely connected. It developed when the audit was made, 

continued Mr. Peterson, that the defendant or the assistant cashier made loans to close relatives that 

totaled thousands of dollars. The total loss sustained by the bank for which Mr. Krueger was personally 

responsible may be in excess of $65,000. There are probably 60 to 75 counts possible, but in the 

information, he is held for but 17. It is true that the bank did not lose all on the securities which Krueger 

had posted to cover withdrawals. After the bank was closed, some of the securities were sold but to a 

tremendous loss to the bank due to the deflation in market quotation. It is estimated that the collateral 

speculation loss will total $27,000. It was further revealed that worthless checks signed by persons 

known to be without funds were carried as cash and in addition it was revealed that false charges had 

been made against the accounts of patrons of the bank, including guardians and the city treasurer of this 

city. Mr. Peterson thought that a sentence of 7 to 15 years in the state prison would be just. Questioned 

by the court, Krueger declared that he used none of the money for own use and that when he found 

himself in a tight corner, he started dealing in the stock market in the hope of repaying the bank with 

profits he might make. The reason, he said, that he did not disclose the act before the bank closed was 

because he believed his luck would turn and that he would be able to make good. He said at one time he 

was worth between $25,000 and $30,000. It was disclosed that Krueger was covered by an indemnity 

bond of $10,000 while a similar bond of $5,000 was provided for the assistant cashier. … crime business 

Jan. 14, 1932 – Last Friday frank R. Mueller, assistant cashier of the Princeton State Bank, at the 

preliminary hearing before Court Commissioner Fred Engelbracht in Berlin, was bound for over trial in 

circuit court of Green Lake County on charges of embezzling funds and falsifying records. Witnesses 

appearing at the hearing were Kenneth C. Barney, assistant deputy banking commissioner in charge of 

the Princeton State Bank, Carl McMurray, accountant, who checked the books after the institution 

closed its doors on Sept. 2, and Fritz C. Krueger, cashier of the bank, sentenced in Fond du Lac last 

Thursday. District Attorney R. W. Peterson appeared for the state while Atty Philip Lehner Jr. appeared 

for Mueller. Peterson declared that an effort would be made to dispose of the case at the regular term 

of circuit court on January 18. … Jan. 21. Appearing last Monday in circuit court at Green Lake, Frank 

Mueller Jr., former assistant cashier of the Princeton State Bank, filed an affidavit of prejudice against 

Judge Van Pelt and declared himself to be penniless and unable to engage counsel. Judge Van Pelt 

appointed Atty. Philip Lehner as the man’s counsel. Judge Van Pelt announced he would request Judge 

B.B. Parks of Stevens Point to hear the case. … crime business 



Jan. 14, 1932 – A. S. Humphrey recently opened a raccoon farm on his property opposite the air port. He 

has a number of raccoon to begin with. … farm progress 

Jan. 14, 1932 – Men are busily engaged in the building of the new Princeton lock. There are 21 men at 

work, and it is estimated that they will be employed there for several months to come. They began work 

late last fall. … river improvement depression 

Jan. 14, 1932 – Annual meeting of Farmers-Merchants National Bank. Hyman Swed president. A report 

by Cashier E. H. Mevis showed that the bank had a very successful year. All are well pleased with the fine 

showing of the banking institution. Recently a dividend was declared by the bank. … business 

Jan. 14, 1932 – On last Sunday evening a group of friends and neighbors wended their way to the home 

of Mrs. Anton Novak and surprised her on the anniversary of her birth. The evening was pleasantly spent 

playing cards. Old Base was played, and the first prize was awarded to Mrs. Frank Kallas, second to 

Anton Novak, and Norbert Laboyeske was awarded the consolation prize. After the card game a 

delicious luncheon was serve. The guests finally departed expressing their wishes for a happy birth and 

wishing Mrs. Novak many more years of health and prosperity. … bartel 

Jan. 21, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

Jan. 21, 1932 – Dr. G.G. Mueller moves office from second floor of Princeton State Bank to second floor 

of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank in the rooms formerly occupied by Dr. Weber. … business 

health 

Jan. 21, 1932 – Transient poor are very numerous now-a-days. This city is feeding from a half dozen to a 

dozen daily.  … depression 

Jan. 21, 1932 – Wisconsin is the first state to enact an unemployment insurance law. … depression 

Jan. 28, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

Jan. 28, 1932 … 2 – Whether Frank R. Mueller Jr., 37, former assistant cashier of the Princeton State 

Bank, arrested on charges of embezzlement, will receive a prison term, go free or face a trial by jury will 

be determined by Judge Byron B. Park, who Thursday afternoon at Stevens Point heard testimony in the 

case. Mueller waived trial by jury after filing an affidavit of prejudice in the circuit court of Green Lake 

County. Dist. Atty. R. W. Peterson and Atty. Philip Lehner, who represents Mueller, drew up a tenatiave 

statement of facts. This statement, comprised of facts upon which the prosecutor and defendant 

agreed, was read by Mr. Peterson as Judge Park convened court at Stevens Point yesterday afternoon. 

The prosecutor introduced the document with a detailed explanation for the court. … Mr. Peterson is to 

file his brief by Jan. 30. Mr. Lehner has until Feb. 9 to reply, and the district attorney must answer five 

days thereafter. Lehner pleads not guilty to each of the counts: embezzlement of $1,000 on June 2, 

1927; embezzlement of $3,500 on Oct. 7, 1929; embezzlement of $3,500 on Oct. 25, 1929; falsification 

of bank records in the amount of $15,000 as a false cash balance. … Peterson points out that Krueger 

was son of former bank president and Mueller son of former vice president. “At each meeting of the 

board of directors, said Mr. Peterson, “this group named itself the loan committee of the bank.” … Mr. 

Peterson said that N. (Norbert) R. Mueller, brother of the defendant, signed a note for $7,000 on Nov. 

29, 1929, “to cover up” the defendant’s shortage. … Frank and Nobert Mueller’s notes, Mr. Peterson 

said, were presented to the board of directors acting as the loan committee in an effort to shild 



defalcations of the defendant and weeks after they were actually made. … “Under cross examination 

Mueller admitted that the directors, including his father, did not have knowledge of the prupose for 

which these sums were used by him. His father, he said, probably learned of the exact nature of the 

‘loans’ immediately following the meeting at which the directors allowed the notes. … “When 

questioned concerning the fourth account, falsification of the bank’s records in the amount of $15,000, 

Mueller said that this was the sum of shortages in the account of the National Bank Supply company, 

Milwaukee, of which he was vice president and a brother-in-law president. ‘The National Bank Supply 

company,’ Mueller testified, ‘was a corporation organized in Milwaukee for the purpose of dealing in 

bank supplies. I was vice president and as such had no active interest in the business.’ Mueller said this 

company’s banking business was carried by the Princeton State Bank. Checks accumulated, he said, until 

they totaled $15,000. … Mr. Peterson charged that this $15,000 total was unlawfully recorded in the 

bank’s books and maintained by Mueller’s ‘check kiting.’ … Mueller said when questioned by Mr. Lehner 

that he carried this large sum because a Mr. Bosch, of Lake Linden, Michigan, a stockholder in the supply 

company, had promised to purchase more stock in the concern and thus provide new capital. Mr. 

Peterson told the court that a total of $82,000 in the supply company’s checks had been improperly 

charged at the Princeton State Bank and that $30,000 of this – including the $15,000 court in the 

complaint – had been made up by Mueller’s father. Later the father, Frank Mueller Sr, testified that he 

had made good this amount. … When Mueller’s father had testified briefly both sides rested. Mr. Lehner 

asked the court whose arguments he wished to hear first. “I don’t want to hear either, the way I feel 

now,” Judge Park replied. “I don’t know what the law is. You have no briefs. I’ll want them. This man is 

certainly guilty of a fault and should be severely censored. But embezzlement, a criminal charge, is 

another matter,” later adding “Embezzlement is a criminal charge – proof must be providing, including 

criminal intent.” Lehner: “We are admitting all the facts, but I cannot see how it is possible to charge 

him with embezzlement – that’s why we are here today. It is not the extreme technicality of the law that 

applies in this case. There must be some loss of property in embezzlement.” Judge Park again 

interrupted: “The fact that they paid it back does not release him from any blame if he is guilty of 

embezzlement.” … Mr. Lehner continued: “As to falsification of records, that is not as bad as the district 

attorney says. Other bankers do it. That overdraft has been made good. As for Krueger – what he did, 

that’s beyond defense.” … Park: “I don’t care about the other fellow. He has nothing to do with this 

case.” … Judge asked for briefs, said he was unsure whether next session would be in Stevens Point or 

Green Lake, and whether to have a jury trial. “I am unable to say definitely at this time. Mrs. Mueller 

“sat next to her husband at the attorney’s table inside the railing. Occasionally she participated in 

whispered conferences as a new point was brought up in the testimony.” … crime business 

Jan. 28, 1932 – Troop 25 plans father and son banquet Feb. 4. … entertainment 

Feb. 4, 1932 – Princeton City Band organized. The band is composed of old-time musicians, men who 

have played their respective instruments for many years and are reputed among the best in this section 

of the state. Feb. 18 – A number of Princeton musicians recently organized a brass band under the able 

leadership of William Hafterman. The new organization will be known as the Princeton City Band. Every 

member of the band has had considerable experience in the musical line, in fact some of the members 

are considered to be among the best in this section of the state. … Following are the members: cornets, 

Wm. Haferman, Nobert Bierman, E.W. Johnson, Arnold Kelm, Leo Schavey; clarinets, Edward Kolick, 

Clayton Miller, Oscar Dreblow, F.C. Teske; saxophone, Kenneth Roberts; slide trombone, John Shew Jr.;, 



Elmer Marquardt; mellophone, L.J. Whittemore, Victor Gorr; baritone, Charles Marquardt; sousaphone, 

Harold Bierman; piccolo, Dr. G. G. Mueller; drums, Orlo Maulick and Walter Golz. … entertainment 

Feb. 4, 1932 – Files of 1894. … J. E. Leimer went to Appleton Christmas noon but was again at his post of 

duty at the bank early yesterday morning. … E. D. Morse is raising his lawn above the sidewalk level by 

the addition of many loads of clay. … history 

Feb. 4, 1932 – Edward Haberman last week took over the Shell filling station formerly conducted by A. A. 

Sommerfeldt on Main street. … business 

Feb. 11, 1932 – Common council on Feb. 2 reduces salary of city officers – mayor 10 percent, alderman 

20 percent, treasurer 33 1.3 percent. Others not reduced. … improvement depression 

Feb. 11, 1932 – After several years without a team, Princeton is being urged by officials of the Central 

State League to enter a baseball team. League uses no hired players and pays no salaries to players or 

officials. Other teams likely Green Lake, Berlin, Ripon, Redgranite and possibly Poy Sippi, Markesan and 

Wautoma. … sports 

Feb. 11, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

Feb. 11, 1932 – Highway 23 from this city to the Marquette county line leading to Montello, a distance 

of three and one-half miles, will be paved with a bituminous substance this coming summer. … roads 

progress 

Feb. 11, 1932 – R. G. Wachholz and Walter Bartel drove to Fond du Lac in the former’s ambulance last 

Monday forenoon and on their immediate return were accompanied by Mr. Martin Bartel who had been 

at the hospital taking treatments for an injured hip. … bartel 

Feb. 11, 1932 – Supt. Geo. V. Kelley and son John, Clayton Miller, Morris Swed, Milo Bierman, Norbert 

Luzenski, drove to Green Lake last Sunday evening and attended the celebration in commemoration of 

the 22nd anniversary of Scout work. The meeting was held at the M.E. church. Mr. Kelley delivered the 

speech for the occasion. Eureka. Berlin, Green Lake and Princeton were represented. … entertainment 

Feb. 11, 1932 – Truck load of wood breaks through ice on Stillwater, near the old ferry place. 

Feb, Ale 18, 1932 – Files of 1894. New kitchen built back of the parlors of the Congregational church. … 

history 

Feb. 18, 1932 – Frank Kalupa, the Princeton baker, filed papers of bankruptcy in the federal court, 

Milwaukee, last week. … business 

Feb. 18, 1932 – Joan Crawford and Clark Gable in “Possessed.” Has broken house records everywhere. 

Opera House Princeton, Sunday, Feb. 21. Comedy. 10-25. … entertainment 

Feb. 25, 1932 – Files of 1894. E.D. Morse occupying new home. The old (Moe) house will be moved up 

near the M.E. church and will be used for a parsonage. … Will Whittemore is fitting up an extensive 

repair shop in the building just west of Mesick’s farm implement house. … Judge A.H. Myers died from 

heart failure Nov. 24. Married Mary Eygabroad in New York and moved here in 1864.  … history 

Feb. 25, 1932 – Nation celebrates 200th anniversary of George Washington’s birthday. 



Feb. 25, 1932 – A meeting of the stockholders of the Princeton Sate Bank was held at their banking 

institution last Saturday afternoon for the election of officers and his reorganization of the  bank. The 

meeting was very largely attended. In fact, nearly 100 percent of the stockholders were present. 

Directors for the new bank are following: Charles Dahlke, Frank Giese, H.J. Maxwell, Henry Prieve, 

Walter Loshinski, R. A. Luedtke, C. A. Affeldt. Officers: president, Charles Dahlke; vice president, Frank 

Giese, second vice president, H.J. Maxwell, cashier, H.J. Maxwell, assistant cashier, Alex Beyer, 

bookkeeper, Kenneth Barney. The bank, we are informed, will open its doors for business on March 1. … 

business 

Feb. 25, 1932 – Frank Pasieszek has recently installed in his barber shop hot and cold shower baths and 

consists of two compartments.  … business 

March 3, 1932 – Martin Bartol obituary. … bartel 

March 3, 1932 – Files of 1894. Wash Whittemore living with Mrs. Myers. … long history 

March 3, 1932 – Gathering of baseball fans at City Hall votes to form team and join the Central State 

Baseball League. Officers – E. W. Johnson, president; Elmer Lunow, vice president; Clarence Oelke, 

secretary-treasurer; E. W. Johnson and E. H. Mevis, directors. Norman Megow was appointed 

advertising manager. … sports 

March 3, 1932 – John Shew Jr. member in high standing of the Official Radio Service Men’s Association. 

… entertainment 

March 3, 1932 – Stockholders of thee Princeton Overall and Shirt Mfg. Co. voted to sell its building and 

lot on the west side. Gustav Teske Jr., president … factory 

March 3, 1932 – Judge B.B. Park sentenced F. R. Mueller Jr.. formerly assistant cashier of the Priston 

State Bank, to a prison term of from three to six years on last Tuesday. The judge asked for briefs after a 

hearing held a month ago and rendered his final decision on March 1. … March 10 – The case of Frank 

Mueller Jr., former assistant cashier of the Princeton State Bank, is, we are informed, appealed to the 

Supreme Court. … business crime 

March 3, 1932 – H. J. Maxwell, Ripon, the newly elected cashier of the Princeton State Bank, was in the 

city last Tuesday assisting in making arrangements for the opening of the bank. It was anticipated the 

bank would be open on March 1, however, because of the mass of papers which require attention, the 

opening date was deferred to between the 10th and 15th of this month. … business 

March 3, 1932 – After deliberating since 3:30 p.m. Thursday, a circuit court jury at Waupca returned a 

verdict in the libel action against the Berlin Publishing Co., John W. carroll and Arthur S. Bostwick at 

11:15 a.m. today in which they cite damages totaling $25,000. Seven questions were listed in the special 

verdict which Judge B.B. Park submitted to the jurors. The article published March 6, 1930, relative to 

the Kelm divorce case was not a true and fair report of the judicial proceeding; the sum of $8,000 

damages was awarded as plaintiff’s compensatory damages. The above article was actuated by express 

malice on the part of the defendants; plaintiff’s compensatory damages in the article published on April 

9, 1931, were set at $7,000; defendants were actuated by express malice in causing that arable to be 

published; punitory damages for publication of the April 9th article were placed at $10,000. It lies within 



the discretion of the court to accept or not accept the jurors’ findings, such decision probably to be 

announced in the near future. – Berlin Journal … libel 

March 3, 1932 – Opera House Wallace Beery and Jackie Cooper in “The Champ” and “Ben Hur,” an all-

talking picture sponsored by The Lady Foresters of Princeton … entertainment 

March 10, 1932 – Central State Baseball League – Princeton, Berlin, Green Lake, Omro, Ohkosh, 

Redgranite, Ripon, Princeton Winneconne. League sets 25 cents as standard admission. … sports 

March 17, 1932 – Files of 1894. Will Whittemore has been employed in building a steam yacht after 

modern and improved patterns for several weeks. Tuesday it was moved to the river and launched. It 

rides the water like a duck and seemed to run well at the trial trip. … history 

March 17, 1932 – On Tuesday of this week the Princeton State Bank opened for business. Many 

beautiful flowers from the friends of the bank gave its offices holiday setting. The interior walls and 

wood work have been refinished by B. J. Priske during the past week, and their neat appearance was 

favorably commented on by the many customers who called to transact business and friends who came 

in to wish the new management success. Too much credit cannot be given to the reorganization 

committee composed of Chas. T. Dahlke, Frank Giese, Henry Prieve, Andrew Loshinski, R. A. Luedtke, 

Herman Kleinert, Dr. Affeldt, Herman spoon, Walter Loshinski, Henry Zuehls, Walter Mackowski and H. 

A. Megow, who have worked night and day to reopen the bank at the earliest possible date. They have 

given cheerfully of their time and traveled many miles at their own expense and have done a real job for 

which the whole community should be thankful. The present officers need no introduction. Chas. T. 

Dahlke, the new president, and Frank L. Giese, vice president, have lived hereabouts since childhood and 

are well known for level-headed businessmen who can be relied upon. H. J. Maxwell, vice president and 

cashier, ran this bank in a first-class manner for 15 years and is well remembered by many Princeton 

friends. Alex Beyer, assistant cashier, is a graduate of Princeton High School, was employed for two 

years by Erich Mueller after which he had eight years’ banking experience with the State Bank of Oconto 

Falls, Wis. Kenneth Barney, bookkeeper, received his education at Lawrence and Marquette universities. 

Has had a general business training, comes from a family of bankers, and has for the past six months 

acted as deputy state banking commissioner for the State Dept. at this bank. … business crime 

March 17, 1932 – The Deep Rock filling station, opposite the American House, is being razed. Mr. 

Warnke, the present owner, proposes to build cement drive ways on that property for the convenience 

of the Ford garage. … March 24 – Alfred Warnke has completed the razing of the Deep Rock filling 

station on Water street and is now making arrangements for the laying of cement driveways to the Ford 

garage building. .., business 

March 24, 1932 – Files of 1894. Ador Manthey has a large order for poultry for the New Year delivery, 

and is paying the highest market price. He has his headquarters at the meat market. … history 

March 24, 1932 – The Princeton Auditorium has been enlarged by the addition of a new balcony. The 

floor space has been increased about one-fourth. … improvement auditorium 

March 24, 1932 – In a recent deal consummated between the Princeton Overall company and Paul 

Ladwig, the latter took over the ownership of the vacant overall factory. … business 



March 31, 1932 – Files of 1894. Otto Goldfuss is rebuilding his historical clock, which met with such a 

sorry mishap a few days ago, on a much more elaborate scale. His workingmen are laboring nights and 

will soon have it ready for exhibition. … history 

March 31, 1932 – Mr. Herman E. Megow has served this city in capacity of Justice of the Peace since 

1884 and if again elected to the office he will have served the one-half century mark. Mr. Megow, 

although 80 years of age, has the ability and ambition to continue in the service of the public. In body he 

is physically fit and a mind alert should be able to render supreme service at this age. The Republic takes 

this opportunity to congratulate our neighbor Justice Megow upon this fine recognition and the fact that 

he has served Princeton people for nearly five decades is a tribute he can well be proud of. … history 

March 31, 1932 – County agent leads campaign against rats. “Poisoned baits will be on sale at ten 

different business places in Green Lake county on April 4 and 5. A.A. Manthey’s store, Princeton, will be 

the most convenient bait station for people of this community. There will be enough bait for everyone 

who ordered it. … Sundown, Tuesday, April 5, is the zero hour when the fatal banquet should be served 

in accordance with directions on every package. … Rats have been known to carry away fifty baby chicks 

in a single night. Chick rearing time is here. Get the rates before they get the chicks.” … health 

March 31, 1932 – Under the sponsorship of the American Legion Auxiliary of Princeton, a Camp Fire Girls 

club has been organized. Mrs. Norman Megow is the leader. The initial members are Jane Lehner, 

Marny Yahr, Ellener Kidman, Mildred Blank, Berna Grahn, Gwednolyn Merrill, Mildred Prachel, Frances 

and Betty Morse, Agnes Manthey, Melita Oestreich and Evelyn Lunow. … April 7 – Name selected for the 

group is Wetamachick, which means friends. … entertainment 

March 31, 1932 – Princeton is to have a new bakery. E. Peterson, of Milwaukee,, came here last week 

and was granted a lease on the Fishkin store building. He will come here next week to arrange the 

building, install his bake ovens and the necessary outlay. The front room will be neatly arranged with 

show cases for the display of bakery. Mr. Peterson expects to have everything completed by April 20. … 

He contemplates to arrange the second floor into living quarters. … business 

April 7 – Princeton is glad to welcome to our city a business which will thrive and serve this community’s 

urgent needs. It is also glad to welcome to our city Mr. Fred Folske, the new baker. Mr. Folske is a 

master baker. He has had 16 years of very successful experience and has been in charge of bakeries in 

Chicago, Milwaukee and Watertown. … Mr. Folske is in the city supervising the rebuilding of the Hennig 

building, formerly a bakery for years. He is sparing no effort or money to put the building in shape and 

condition that will attract and hold our most critical customers. He is modernizing the building and 

machinery. … opening will take place on April 13. Mr. and Mrs. Folkse will move here immediately. They 

have three children.  … April 14 – The new Quality Bake Shop operated and owned by Mr. Folske will 

have its opening Saturday, when a full line of the best in breads, rolls, pies and cakes will be ready for 

the public. … business 

April 7, 1932 – Charles Dahlke dies at St. Agnes Hospital, Fond du Lac, last Saturday from a heart ailment. 

He was taken ill at his home in Neshkoro. April 14 – obit. 68. In 1907 he became interested in the 

electric light and power business. His plant on the White river furnished power for Neshkoro, Wautoma 

and other small villages in the vicinity. Later he established a plant at Mount Morris. At the time of his 

death, Mr. Dahlke was president of the Princeton State Bank, vice president of the Neshkoro bank, a 



member of the Marquette County Board, also president of the Village of Neshkoro. … was a member of 

Dahlke & Giese of Neshkoro and Dahlke, Giese & Walker of Wautoma. … business 

April 7, 1932 – Files of 1894. Mrs. F. W. Cooke sells residence on East Water to Gust Krueger for $1,800. 

… Yahr Bros. charged with selling Paris Green. … history 

April 7, 1932 – Election. Wm. Gorr mayor. Referendum: Shall city appropriate money for commercial and 

industrial development. Yes 293, No 183.  For repeal of Sunday blue law 273, against 137. … politics  

April 7, 1932 – Repairing of the Princeton lock is nearing completion. … river improvement 

April 14, 1932 – Files of 1894. Catholic Citizen: At St. Marie, Wis., there is a spring supposed to have 

been blessed by Father Marquette in 1673. It is hoped to establish a home for worn and superannuated 

priests at that point. … “The human monstrosity called the dog poisoner has struck Princeton.” Four 

dogs in one week. “The mischievous human thing may yet to be caught.” … Mrs. Jas. Van Buren returned 

the purse advertised as lost in the Republic last week. The purse fell into honest hands.” … history 

April 14, 1932 – St. John’s Evangelical forms a Young People’s Society. Miss Dorothea Huenerberg, 

president; Victor Manthey, vice president; Miss Alice Sommerfeldt, secretary; Miss Erma Weinkauf, 

treasurer. … religion 

April 14, 1932 – Little Emily Swed runs into car driven by alderman John Shew Jr. near old overall 

factory. … 

April 14, 1932 – Mr. and Mrs. Kolpin and family, Green Lake, came here recently and are occupying the 

“West Inn” building located on the West Side. Mr. Kolpin is conducting a soft drink parlor. … business 

April 14, 1932 – In a deal recently transacted between Herman Menge and John Nowatzke the latter 

took over the soft drink parlor and pool hall of the former. … business 

April 14, 1932 – Western Newspaper Union feature on Black Hawk. … history 

April 21, 1932 – Files of 1894. Dr. McConnell office in Edward Reetz building. … When the bicycle craze 

dies out, thousands of fathers will be happier than they are now. … Emil Klawitter comes out with a dray 

painted as gay as a blushing maiden’s cheek. … Martin Manthey says he is now in the egg business 

exclusively. The piles of filled cases he has now on hand would show that he is not in the business very 

lightly. … business history 

April 21, 1932 – On April 9, Princeton State Bank board of directors elect Frank L. Giese as president to 

succeed Chas. T. Dahlke, deceased. Arnold Dahlke was elected to succeed his father as a member of the 

board. ... business 

April 21, 1932 – Conrad Naparalla wins league oratory contest April 15 at Green Lake. Helen Militzer first 

in declamatory contest. Robert Lehner second in oratorical contest. Margaret Warnke second. … schools 

April 21, 1932 – Steele’s new restaurant? … business 

April 21, 1932 – Aloysius Novak third in declamatory, second in arithmetic in the town contests for the 

rural schools of Green Lake county. First and second go to county contest. … schools 

April 28, 1932 – Files of 1894. … Caldwell takes photos of school cornerstone. … history 



April 28, 1932 – One of the new V-8-cylinder Fords exhibited at the Paul Weiske garage. … The new car is 

large, long, roomy, fast and powerful. Its eight-cylinder V-type engine develops 65 horsepower. The car 

is capable of 75 miles an hour. … business 

April 28, 1932 – “Mata Hari” starring Greta Garow and Ramon Navarro Sunday, May 1, Opera House. … 

entertainment 

May 5, 1932 – A blaze of unknown origin destroyed the old creamery building located near the airport 

south part of the city early Thursday morning. Firemen responded promptly but the flames had gained 

so rapidly that efforts to squash the fire was futile. The structure built of wood was a total loss. The loss 

is placed at $5,000, including the machinery. Insurance carried on the building was $2,500. The building 

was owned by the Princeton Creamery Company, proprietors of the creamery located on Main Street. 

Returning from a declamatory contest held at De Pere, Principal Edgar Lang and a group of students of 

the Princeton High School sighted the fire. The fire alarm was turned in by Robert Lehner. … fire 

May 5, 1932 – The City Park Board thanks Woman’s Progressive club for donation of flowers and shrubs 

for City park. … Stanish Klapper donates two large evergreen trees to the park. … improvement park 

May 5, 1932 – Max King’s pop corn stand installs appliance for the making of caramel corn. … business 

entertainment 

May 5, 1932 – Princeton’s Central State Baseball League team: Arnold Kuehnemann, Ray Megow, Harry 

Kalupa, Wayne Giese, Wilfred Mills, Richard Pluer, Vincent Weiske, Ray Thrall, Frank Pytlack, Ernest 

Schroeder, John Petruski, Percy Krueger, Mike Rogoske, Louis Schroeder, George Guderski, Edward 

Krystofiak, Arnold Kelm, Addison Berwick, Frank Rogoske. Princeton loses opener 11-7 to Berlin. … 

sports 

May 12, 1932 – Andy Borzick, wreslter at auditorium. … sports 

May 12, 1932 – Rod and Gun Club list of prizes includes list of local businesses. … business sports 

May 12, 1932 – Seventy bands and sixteen orchestras took part in the annual state band and orchestra 

tournament of Wisconsin high schools held at Wisconsin Rapids last Friday and Saturday, May 6th and 

7th. The bands were grouped in classes according to average months of experience. The local school 

band played in a higher classification than demanded in competition with twenty-three other bands in 

Class C and was awarded a place in group one of this class. … A lot of credit is due the band members 

and their director for the showing made in the last three state tournaments and should have the whole-

hearted support of our community. When we note that Princeton was in competition with cities like 

Chilton, Chippewa Falls, Reedsburg, Wausau, etc., we feel proud of their securing a place in group one 

and appreciate the effort they have made. … Little Bobby Teske, dressed in a police uniform, acted as 

mascot and attracted the lens of the many cameras along the line of march. Sixty-one bands were in line 

and those who witnessed the two-mile parade beheld a sight that will not soon be forgotten, if ever. … 

Each member of our school band will receive a gold and white pin in recognition of their achievement. 

The school will receive a large plaque and Mr. Zobel a gold medal. … school band 

May 12, 1932 – The Woman’s club votes to ask Park Board privileges to construct, plant with flowers 

and care for a flower bed in the shape of a large five-point star and to plant a large elm tree in honor of 

George Washington in the City Park. The star flower bed will be about 15 feet in diameter and 45 feet 



around and will be planted to represent a gold star in honor of the Gold Star Mothers.  … May 19 – The 

American Legion is making a flower bed like the Legion emblem or button near the Legion Memorial. … 

improvement park 

May 19, 1932 – Files of 1894. The Polish Catholic school has again been started and is now under the 

supervision of three sisters. … Gard Green moving barn in back of the Rookery. … history 

May 26, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

May 26, 1932 – The deer family at the city park was increased last Saturday by baby twin deer. … 

improvement park zoo 

May 26, 1932 – A gas station is being built directly east of the Richard Verch pavilion Highway 23. Mr. 

Dreger is the proprietor. … business 

May 26, 1932 – Red kidney beans seed for sale at V.A. Yahr’s store and Nickodem’s Store. … farm 

progress 

June 2, 1932 – A live white swan caught by John Wegner was given to the park. A mate has been 

promised the park by the state. Arrangements will be made for a pond for the swans, and running water 

will be provided for the deer. … improvement park zoo 

June 2, 1932 – Commencement June 3 at the Opera House. 2nd in size to the 1924 class. Genevieve and 

Grace Bartol. Valedictorian, Robert Lehner; salutatorian, Hellen Militzer … school 

June 2, 1932 – H. O. Giese residence was near corner of Main and Fulton (accident story). …  

June 9, 1932 – Capitol News by M. K. Reilly, M.C. -President Hoover is the economic doctor in charge of 

our industrially sick nation, and his views are going to have a great weight in both Houses in determining 

what should be done, if anything, by the national government to relieve the unemployment situation. … 

politics 

June 9, 1932 – Our city park is an asset to our city and community. Only a few years back the city council 

rather jokingly put into existence a City Park board. The statutes gave them some power to act, but 

tradition and public sentiment in the start seemed to be against improvement. In those times the 

council too steered shy of those grounds lest they be criticized by groups for encouraging improvement 

in a plat that from its very existence was an eye sore to our city – a burial ground for old horses, stoves, 

tin cans and rubbish – a breeding place for sand burrs and the propagation of piles of blow sand, weeds 

and wire grass. Everything unsightly in vegetation abounded to that the man with his horse power 

mower gave up lest he spoil his machine when he tried to make away with the gritty, matty growth of 

weeks and brush. A decade ago, members of the Park Board were told by some members of the city 

council that it was foolish expenditure of energy to try to improve that sand hole. … However, the 

picture just penned a decade ago happily has changed. The Park Board had a vision of better things for 

Princeton beckoned them on. They worked heroically, planned more, tried to arouse public sentiment; 

still things went slowly the first few years. Good plans, work, energy and guided effort gradually won. 

Results commended to show new interest was here and there aroused. Little by little groups and 

organizations lent some encouragement. Plans were expanded. Improvements went forward. Shrubs, 

flowers, the band stand the clay tennis court, the cement tennis court, the brick archways, the colored 

stone archways, the swings, the teeters, the giant slide, the large flag pole and flag, the Legion 



Memorial, the cobblestone flower beds and the giant flower beds, the bleachers, the setees, tables and 

benches, all followed well laid plans and work. Picnics were planned and the revenues paid much of this 

great program of improvement. The Park Board led, and groups and organizations joined.  Sentiment 

grew for a better, bigger and more useful place to recreate and get together. Then came the air port 

with its improvements, the zoo and then the mammoth undertaking, the City Auditorium. Never did the 

Park Board falter in its enthusiasm and leadership to give Princeton all the angles of a recreation 

program where people could spend some of their leisure time and enjoy the beauty of God’s out door 

and participate in activities that go to building a better sentiment of cooperation and health among the 

young and the old. These major projects were followed by celebrations and dedications which brought 

to Princeton crowds that reached from five to ten thousand people. … Money for the improvements 

came from the results of these big day and night programs. The people learned to work better together 

under leadership and wonderful returns in money and work together spirit was manifested. On top of all 

these improvements the Park Board started a year ago to plan to beautify the East side of the park. A 

rock garden was their final goal. Today the plan well laid have been consummated and Princeton park 

has a rock garden that people are coming miles to see. These improvements are putting Princeton on 

the map. In the last week, groups from Janesville, Milwaukee, Chicago, Appleton, Green Bay, Ashland, 

Portage, Waupaca, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Fond du Lac, Oshkosh, Beaver Dam and Stevens Point have 

visited the park and commented on the beauty and usefulness of the park, our fine auditorium, our zoo 

with its deer and pair of fawn only two weeks of age. … Continued next week … improvement park 

airport  

June 16. 1932 – missing second part of park article 

June 16, 1932 – Princeton 4-H Club news and officers. Wayne McCormick, president; Lee Bednarek, vice 

president; Jim Wyse, secretary-treasurer. … farm progress 

June 23, 1932 – Files of 1894. 

June 23, 1932 – Philip Lehner Jr. running for district attorney. … politics 

June 23, 1932 – Letters praising park and park board. … improvement park 

June 23, 1932 – Frank R. Mueller Jr., who was assistant cashier of the Princeton State Bank, must serve a 

three- to six-year sentence at Waupun, the supreme court affirming the decision of the circuit court last 

Monday. … business crime 

June 30, 1932 – Files of 1894. Allison Long marries May Janes. Edith Long maid of honor and Onnie 

Whittemore bridesmaid.  … history 

July 7, 1932 – Application of insulating material to the interior of the Opera House and changes in 

installation of apparatus have made a wonderful improvement to the acoustics of the hall. Patrons of 

the movies will now be able to enjoy perfect reproduction of sound. No other movie house in this 

territory can now truthfully claim to have better reception. … business entertainment 

July 7, 1932 – Files of 1894. The brick work at the new addition to the American House was about 

completed Saturday. On Monday that bay window and the tower and flag staff were full under way in 

the line of erection. … Another pilgrimage, the third, is to be made by the Catholics to St. Marie on the 



second day of July next. (lots more details) … The work at the school building is progressing rapidly 

(more details) … history 

July 7, 1932 – Princeton celebrates. Fourth of July celebrations draws 5,000. Includes wrestling, boxing, 

stunt flying, food, games until after midnight, music, jugglers, parachute jump over airport, fireworks, 

etc. … entertainment 

July 14, 1932 – Annual school meeting. H. O. Teske re-elected as clerk. Holding potential meetings in the 

school building was voted down by a large majority. … school 

July 14, 1932 – Kelley, Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Hiestand and his father, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Miller drove to 

Twin Lakes Reservation, Waupaca, last Saturday, and were accompanied by J. Hiestand, Preston 

Hiestand, Curtis Peterson, Dick Morse. John Kelley who remained there at the camp meeting. Clayton 

Miller also remained there and has charge of the boys. … entertainment 

July 14, 1932 – Thursday of last week a group of people of Princeton and vicinity met at the (Ewald)  

Kelm beach, west shores of Green Lake and assisted Mr. Kelm in erecting the largest diving tower on the 

entire Green Lake shore. First party to make the dive from the high tower was Frank Pystlack. The first 

jump was made by Raymond Sommerfeldt. …  

July 21, 1932 – By unanimous action the Green Lake county board in special session on Friday, July 15 

voted to accept the offer and settlement made in civil action to recover shortages claimed in the county 

treasury. The sum of $10,000 was offered by the officials and sureties concerned. The total shortages 

amount to $12,394.86, according to the resolution introduced by T. H. Fortnum, of Berlin. … Actions 

have been commenced and are now pending against the bondsmen for H.F. Wilkie for the term of 

county treasurer for 1919 to 1921, and for George Thrasher as county treasurer for the successive terms 

of 1923-193., inclusive, and also for G. A. Weinkauf as county clerk for the successive terms for 1919 to 

1931 for recovery of the aggregate sum of $12,394.86 claimed short in the accounts of such treasurer 

and clerk occurring during the several terms. … Actions set for trial if a compromise settlement is not 

made … Defendants in said several actions have jointly offered to pay the sum of $10,000. … Geo. 

Thrasher himself provided the largest single portion, said to have been $5,000. … Judge then dismisses 

action. … crime 

July 21, 1932 – George Ladwig pushes Frank Merrill, who hits head at Luedtke’s meat market and dies of 

fractured skull. Coroner’s jury finds death unintentional and in self-defense. … crime 

July 28, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

July 28, 1932 – H.A. Freitag & Son … business 

Aug. 4, 1932 – Sen. John j. Blaine, seeking Republican nomination again for Senate, will vote for Gov. 

Roosevelt. … politics 

Aug. 4, 1932 – Public Service Commission orders 12.5 percent reduction in rates on all exchange services 

of the Wisconsin Telephone Company. … business 

Aug. 4, 1932 – Files of 1894. That tower in the new school house needs a clock, one that will give the 

hours by the ring of a fine toned bell and by conspicuous dial will tell the moments and seconds. 



President Luedtke informed us that the suggestion was received with much favor by many of our 

people. Let us all move in the matter and secure a clock. … history 

Aug. 4, 1932 – Dentist Dr. Horace Lewis Straight, 72, dies at daughter’s in Florida. … 

Aug. 4, 1932 – Frank R. Mueller Jr. left for Waupun on Thursday of last week to commence his sentence. 

… crime bartel 

Aug. 4, 1932 – Two “wild cat” breweries were raided and totally demolished by prohibition officers last 

Tuesday, one here in the city limits in the overall factory, the other on the Bartol farm, town Princeton. 

… crime prohibition 

Aug. 11, 1932 – Files of 1894. Knobloch house on Clinton Street, block V. 

Aug. 11, 1932 – Kenneth Roberts is a high-class banjoist. … entertainment 

Aug. 11, 1932 – The pen for the two bears built by the city park board and city council at the city park 

was completed last Saturday. Much credit is due John Shew Jr. for the fine interest he took in the 

matter. The bear will be delivered here in the very near future. … Aug. 18 – Two fine black bear arrived 

Sunday and are occupying the new cage being built under the direction of the city council and the park 

board. A number of these men – especially the committee of the park board that have been charge of 

the zoo: Dr. C. H. Affeldt, John Zodrow, Lynn Merrill and John Roberts took a special interest in providing 

the cage and arranging the place for the bear. John Shew Jr. of the city council represented that body 

and worked hard to bring these novel animals to Princeton. Sunday there were people from Markesan, 

Redgranite, Wautoma, Berlin, Portage, Milwaukee and many in the vicinity of Princeton stopped and 

looked over the new addition to the zoo. … Many of the boys and girls for miles around have never 

before seen a real bear in action. … Princeton people who have any leavings from the table may feed 

them to the bear or leave then in the can near the cage. They eat anything left over. The zoo board will 

be glad to have you give then your cast-aways. … improvement park zoo 

Aug. 11, 1932 – From the Doyle filling station, corner Main and Second streets, west side, Highway 23 

leading toward Montello, to the county line, a distance of a little more than five miles, will be provided 

with a coating of asphalt some time next week Highways in different sections of the state have been 

provided with a coating of this nature and it is claimed that it stands up well under heavy traffic. In 

Green Lake county it will be the first experience. … Sept. 1 – Highway 23, leading to Montello, is 

undergoing improvements in the way of being regraded and provided with a coating of tar. The tar is 

heated before it is spread on the roadbed. A stretch of one quarter mile was completed the first half 

day. We are informed it will require about a week or ten days to finish the work, a stretch of about 5.235 

mile up to the Marquette county line. Coating the road with tar is a new venture in this section of the 

state and if proven to be a success other roads will be provided with the same coating at future dates. … 

roads progress 

Aug. 11, 1932 – The 17-year locust found in Douglas, Price and Green Lake counties. Lays 400 to 600 

eggs in 30 to 40 days. The locusts may be serious injury to orchards where the female rips up the bark 

on twigs to lay her eggs. 

Aug. 11, 1932 – Joseph Tautges and family, Fond du Lac, moved here last week and are occupying the 

West Side Inn. Mr. Tautges is conducting a soft drink parlor. … business 



Aug. 11, 1932 – Smiley Nickodem, of Seymour, is son of Fred Nickodem. 

Aug. 18, 1932 – Files of 1894.  

Aug. 25, 1932 – Baseball team suffers 16th loss. … sports 

Sept. 1, 1932 – Files of 1894 

Sept. 8, 1932 – Arnold Schwonek recently took over the filling station of Frank Kallas opposite the City 

Park. … business 

Sept. 8, 1932 – The newly improved road, Highway 23, from this city to the Marquette county line was 

completed with a coating of tar last Tuesday. … roads progress 

Sept. 15, 1932 – Files of 1894. Peter Preis has sold his saloon to Mr. Cotter, of Montello. … Rev. Lopatto 

of South Bend, Indiana, appointed pastor of the Polish congregation at Princeton. … history 

Sept. 15, 1932 – PHS has opened this year with the largest enrollment that the school has ever had. Last 

year six additional seats had to be added to the assembly room. Only one of the seats remained vacant. 

The enrollment last year was 109. This year the enrollment is 110 and all seats are filled. Seniors 8 boys 

and 15 girls, juniors 10 boys and 16 girls, sophomores 12 boys and 23 girls, freshmen 15 boys and 10 

girls.  … school 

Sept. 15, 1932 – M. F. Militzer next week marks 25th anniversary as instructor at St. John Lutheran. … 

school 

Sept. 15, 1932 – Wrestling at auditorium. … sports 

Sept. 22, 1932 – “The scurrilous attack upon Green Lake County’s superintendent of Schools should be 

resented by every friend of education, and ranking myself in that class, I am bound to protest. … I am 

proud to say that George V. Kelley stands as a prince and king among them. He is a first-class organizer, 

a quick keen and incisive thinker, keeps himself strictly up to date on methods, and has a perennial 

enthusiasm for this work that tells where his heart is. As a friend of education with a possible right to an 

opinion on the subject, I am simply announcing publicly that Green Lake county has the best 

superintendent of schools, in my judgment, of any county in the state. Victor Kutchin, president of 

county board of education. … politics 

Sept. 22, 1932 – Primary election. Local voters favor Koehler over La Follette. … Blaine loses primary and 

is considering running as independent. John B. Chappie won Republican nomination. F. Ryan Duffy won 

Dem. Nomination. Sept. 29 – Kohler carried 24 of the states 58 agricultural counties. “How Gov. La 

Follette’s promise to aid the unemployed worked to his downfall when the pledge was not fulfilled is 

clearly demonstrated by the primary vote in Wisconsin’s 13 industrial counties. Twelve of the counties, 

which gave La Follette a big majority in 1930, did a complete reversal and gave Kohler a much larger this 

year.” … politics 

Sept. 22, 1932 – Born to Mr. and Mrs. Anton Novak, a nine-pound baby boy Monday. Harold. … bartel 

Sept. 22, 1932 – In a deal consummated last Monday Albert Lawson takes over the grocery stock of Mrs. 

Eugene Kidman. The new proprietor is at the present time busily engaged in remodeling the store room 

and rearranging the stock. Mr. Lawson will have his opening on Wednesday, Sept. 21. … business 



Sept. 29, 1932 – Files of 1894. … Gard Green has a number of carpenters building new additions on his 

residence property near G. Luedtke’s wagon shops. … business history 

Sept. 29, 1932 – The Lawsonia Country Club Hotel of Green Lake closed its doors last Monday after what 

Manager M. E. Woodley said was a very unusual season especially when the so-called depression is 

taken into consideration. More than 4,000 guests registered at Lawsonia during the summer months, 

and the volume of business was more than 38 percent greater than 1931.  486 people came from St. 

Louis – Green Lake County Reporter … lawsonia 

Sept. 29, 1932 – In a deal transacted last week, E. H. Priebe took over the soft drink parlor of Walter 

Kiesow. Mr. Priebe took immediate possession. Buckhorn building. … business 

Oct. 6, 1932 – Files of 1894. Fadner, of Berlin, will open a new photograph gallery in the rear of the post 

office in Princeton, to be ready by the first day of August. … business history 

Oct. 6, 1932 – Kelley fund shows no irregularity. George V. Kelley, county superintendent of school, and 

Ira Parker, of Markesan, chairman of the Green Lake county board, further probing action taken by the 

board of supervisors in the matter of the superintendent’s salary and expenses, Friday discovered that 

the sum of $266.56 which Mr. Kelley recently remitted to the county as “money overpaid” in truth 

belongs to him. The joint investigation shows that there had been no irregularity either as regards to the 

monthly payment to the teacher’s retirement fund or the superintendent’s expenses. The sum of $7.50 

per month as the retirement payment and the sum of 83 cents per month expense money have been 

deducted from the superintendent’s income as called for by law. Following charges against him in the 

campaign for the Republican nomination for county clerk, Mr. Kelley checked over his personal records, 

then investigated the records in the county courthouse. He found that from January 1930 he had 

received $8.33 per month over and above the amount he was paid prior to 1930. The superintendent 

assumed that there had been a misunderstanding or a clerical error in the courthouse. He forthwith 

wrote two checks, one for $240 to cover the $7.50 teachers’ retirement fund payments over 32 months, 

and the other for $26.56 to cover 83 cents expense money, which he believed he had been overpaid, 

because he made a checking on the 1928 resolution. Yesterday the superintendent and Mr. Parker 

discovered that the county board had voted to increase the appropriation from $1,125 annually to 

$1,225. This amounts to $8.33 per month or the sum of $7.50 and 83 cents. … Thus Mr. Kelley proves 

from the record and without fear of successful contradiction that allegations as to irregularities in his 

salary or expense appropriations are not based in fact. “To learn that there has been no oversight on the 

part of either of county officials or myself is gratifying,” he said today. … “The money itself is entirely 

secondary. I have since been frankly st worried that the public would choose to misunderstand and to 

place faith in charges hurled against me not true. Now, however, I have proved by case completely.  … 

Having found that there has been nothing which can reflect discreditably upon my character, I lay my 

case open to the public confident that I shall be exonerated in their opinion.” … politics 

Oct. 6, 1932 – On the record: Mr. Kelley … provide himself the type of man who will risk censure for a 

principle. This is a crucial test of integrity. – The Berlin Evening Journal … politics 

Oct. 6, 1932 – Puckayn marsh on fire. Shifting winds whipping unexpectedly from various angles, 

increased the ask which approximately 500 men faced last Sunday in an effort to halt the spread of the 

blaze on Puckayn marsh about 8 miles north of Princeton. While farmers and volunteers battled the 

flames on the north and east, the fire continued its treacherous march southward until it was estimated 



that the north and south fire of action covered between 5 to 6 miles. The blaze up to Sunday has swept 

about 3,000 acres of marsh and pastureland, according to farmers who have been engaged in the 

fighting of flames since last Friday afternoon almost without rest. Damage which has resulted from the 

fire is approaching an astounding figure. Based upon the market value of marsh hay that has been 

destroyed, some are of the opinion that the loss will reach more than $35,000. Thousands of tons have 

been wiped out. As viewed from the loss in this and subsequent years, the loss will run over $100,000 to 

the owners of the marsh land. It is certain that next year’s crop will be so slight as to be value less. A few 

farmers are of the opinion that the marsh will not come back for 10 to 15 years, depending, of course, 

upon the depth which the fire reached in the past beneath the earth’s surface. So far as can be 

determined, it appears that the fire took its origin on the marsh of Louis Root, reaching the edge of the 

Fox river. No clues as to the cause of the blaze have been found. Farmers have been informed that the 

Princeton Fox river dam and locks have been opened in order to flood as much of the marsh as possible 

in order to put out the fire that has blazed for four days. … fire 

Oct. 6, 1932 – Seeks to obtain shorter term. Judge Byron Park is to receive briefs in a move asking that 

Frank Mueller, convicted of embezzlement and falsification of records of the Princeton state Bank early 

this year, be resentenced. Dist. Atty. R. W. Peterson appeared for the state in the hearing conducted by 

Judge Park. Counsel for Mueller argued that the state Supreme Court intimated that the sentence of 

from three to six years, which the judge had imposed is too severe. The judge said he would announce 

his decision toward the end of the year. Meanwhile Mueller is serving at the state penitentiary at 

Waupun. Since Mueller’s conviction the total amount charged in the embezzlement action has been 

repaid the bank. The sum of $30,000 had been paid prior to the trial, according to Dist. Atty. Peterson, 

and two payments, one of $7,000 and another of $1,000 plus interest have been paid to date. This 

represents the total amount involved, the prosecutor said. – Berlin Journal … business crime 

Oct. 6, 1932 – Uncle Al Eygabroad 91st birthday. 

Oct. 6, 1932 – To the editor: From Louis Leigh, county clerk opponent? “I do not feel that it is the proper 

thing for a county clerk or any candidate to campaign on false statements. The officials and county clerk 

have followed these resolutions to the letter, and I feel those who are responsible for the false literature 

gotten out should retract and give the voters the right light on this matter. All I ask at this time is 

honesty and right dealing among all.” … politics 

Oct. 13, 1932 – Princeton last Friday afternoon at the H.A. Freitag & Son garage saw the largest tire in 

the world. The tire is attached at the rear of a heavy sedan and is in a giant fork. The tire is 12 feet high 

and 4 feet wide. It weighs, including its yoke, 3,900 pounds. The tread, sidewall and bead weigh 877 

pounds, and the inner tube 125 pounds. The value of the tire is $5,000. It is the fourth such tire that the 

Goodyear Rubber Company has manufactured. While it is used as an advertisement, the tire also is a 

scientific experimental laboratory. The Goodyear people are studying its construction and its behavior at 

all times. The day may come, they say, when such tires will be commercially produced for monstrous 

airplanes.” … business 

Oct. 13, 1932 – The annual Princeton Community Fair was held at the Princeton Community Hall on 

Wednesday, Oct. 5. Eighty-seven exhibitors, boys and girls under 21 years of age from the trade area of 

Princeton, competed for prizes. … The Princeton grades and high school exhibited students’ work, 

posters and drawings in an interesting booth. This is the first time in the last few years that this exhibit 



has been part of the fair. … Exhibitors include the following Gilbert Bartel, Aloyisius Novak, Harold 

Bartel, Ambrose Kallas. … farm progress 

Oct. 20, 1932 – Files of 1894. Al. Eygabroad tells us that he had ten thousand trout fry put into the creek 

south of Princeton last spring. The boys will have to be careful about that stream for the time being. … 

Mr. and Mrs. Al. Eygabroad have disposed of their home on Farmer Street to Ferdnand Keipe. … history 

Oct. 20, 1932 – Art Bean, of Richford, charged with assaulting his wife while armed with a shotgun.  

Oct. 20, 1932 – Forty per cent of all the families in the United States in 1930 has radio sets, according to 

census returns. … Although half of all city families had sets, on the farms there were only one set for 

every five families. … farm progress 

Oct. 20, 1932 – Fritz C. Krueger, who was convicted of falsification and embezzlement of reports of the 

Princeton State Bank and sentenced to from 5 to 15 years in Waupun on January 7, 1932, will ask Gov. 

La Follette for a commutation of sentence on Nov. 2, it was announced. … business crine 

Oct. 27, 1932 – Barber Frank Pasieszek is seriously ill at his home, west side. 

Oct. 27, 1932 – Three killed, three injured in “most tragic among automobile mishaps in Green Lake 

county’s history” one-quarter mile east of the Green Lake mill, Highway 23. Theodore and Sylvester 

Bartol and Percy Krueger, of Princeton, employed by Kopplin & Williams Co. grading contractors of 

Green Lake, were the first to arrive on the scene. … crime health 

Oct. 27, 1932 – Files of 1894 -  

Oct. 27, 1932 – Taxpayers Reduction League (secretary, Philip Lehner Jr.) petitions county board to build 

no more new county highways and bridges, reduce mileage from 10 to six cents per mile, county 

superintendent be required to full itemize his expense account and present it for payment, as required 

by law, salaries of offices and employees of county be reduced from 10 to 20 percent. “There was a 

great deal of interest shown in the office of County Agent. Many expressed different opinions as to the 

value of the office to the tax payers. The salary paid at the present time is $1,700 by the state and 

$1,700 by the county, plus expenses of the office. The meeting then decided to give farmers an 

opportunity to vote on the question.” Decided to circulate petition just among farmers to retain office at 

reduced salary of $2,400 and expenses, $1,200 to be paid by the state and $1,200 to be paid by the 

county; or whether they wish to abolish the office of county agent. … depression 

November 3, 1932 – Files of 1894 

Nov. 3, 1932 – Little girl runs in front of car driven by Hyman Swed seven miles northwest of Wautoma, 

is struck and killed. Nov. 10 – Coroner’s jury finds “death through an unavoidable accident.” …  

Nov. 10, 1932 – Files of 1896. J. Wm Worm will soon begin the erection of a new building, with fine glass 

front, to be occupied by Mrs. J. E. Hennig as a millinery store. WHERE … Abe Vars and Edward Ponto 

have purchased a stereopticon outfit. … Fire was discovered in the jewelry store of Oscar Weiss … 

discovered by Gustav Weinkauf, who has rooms on second floor. … Princeton will soon boast of a 

manufacturing establishment, a tub factory. … business history 

Nov. 10, 1932 – Election: County, Franklin D. Roosevelt 3391, Herbert Hoover 1679. Governor, A.G. 

Schmedeman 3790, Walter J. Kohler 2938. City: Roosevelt 198, 171, 150; Hoover 66, 65, 18. 



Schmedeman  166, 127, 134; Kohler 106, 116, 39. Towns of Princeton and St. Marie also go for 

Roosevelt and Schmedeman. … politcs 

Nov. 17, 1932 – Files of 1896. Mrs. John Friday will soon move her stock of millinery into the room in the 

Mesick building vacated by Harry Tucker. W. J. Mesick will put in a front in the store. … JJ Brandmeyer 

will open barber shop … The Standard Oil Co. will put in tanks here, to be under the supervision of J.F. 

Warnke. … Washout at tub factory. … business history 

Nov. 17, 1932 – At a hearing before Judge Byron B. Park at Green Lake November 12 the 3 to 6-year 

sentence of Frank R. Mueller Jr. was set aside and a new sentence of from 1 to 3 years imposed. The 

judge stated that he ha not only been impressed by the arguments advanced by defendant’s counsel, 

Philip Lehner Sr. but also by the opinion of the Supreme Court which suggested to the trial judge that 

there were circumstances in the case which justified greater leniency. … business crime 

Nov. 17, 1932 – State info on rural schools. … schools 

Nov. 17, 1932 – The life of Clint Sudgen, of Randolph, was saved by a matter of a few feet of roof at 4 

p.m. Monday when the gin pole atop which he was perched crashed down upon the top of the old 

Princeton brewery, being remodeled as a wort manufacturing plant. Had Sudgen been thrown in the 

opposite direction he would have fallen to the ground a distance of eighty feet. He suffered a dislocated 

left knee and numerous bruises. Sudgen and about ten other workers, employed by Emils Bork, 

Randolph contractor, were engaged in setting in place a new iron smoke stack above the brewery 

building. The stack measures 60 feet in length. Two days had been spent in making ready for the actual 

placing. The gin-rig was erected and the pipe raised to the proper position. At what might be termed the 

psychological moment, Wm. Schwenzer, Princeton billiard parlor operator, drove into the brewery yard. 

A bumper on his car caught on a guide rope. The pull sent the gin pole rigging, the smoke stack and 

Sudgen into a heap. … health factory 

Nov. 17, 1932 – Roosevelt winner in 42 states. Schmedeman and Duffy ride to victory in Wisconsin 

Democratic landslide. Wisconsin 2 to 1 for Roosevelt. Third time Wisconsin voted Democratic since the 

Civil War. Roosevelt led in every county except three. Carried along by the Roosevelt landslide in 

Wisconsin, Mayor A. G. Schmedeman, Madison, and F. Ryan Duffy, Fond du Lac, Democratic candidate 

for governor and United States senator, were victorious by large margins. … politics 

Nov. 24, 1932 – Files of 1896. Fishways are to be put in at a number of places along the Fox river next 

spring, including the locks at Princeton, Trout River, Montello and Governors Bend. When these fishways 

are in the fish will be able to run from the lower waters of the Fox to the head of navigation at all stages 

of water. … history 

Nov. 24, 1932 – Superintendent Geo. V. Kelley is to retire the close of the present school year after 

many years of faithful service. Louis Bousman, present County Rural School Supervisor, announces his 

candidacy for the office of County Superintendent of Schools of Green Lake county. … politics school 

Nov. 24, 1932 – Green Lake county board approves budget $28,654.25 lower than the previous year’s. 

This difference does not represent what may be classed as savings. Taking $20,000 out of the highway 

sinking fund, it shaves down the difference to $7,654.25. … The board before closing its session passed 

resolutions cutting the salaries of the county superintendent of schools and the county supervising 

teacher. The superintendent’s salary was cut from $1,800 to $1,440, the new salary to apply for four 



terms beginning July 1, 1933. His expenses were specified to cover actual traveling expense and printing. 

… A resolution asking elective office holders to volunteer a cut of 20 percent was passed. … politics 

Nov. 24, 1932 – By a vote of 18-3 the Green Lake county board of supervisors late Thursday agreed to 

retain County Agent A. D. Carew in his office but reduced the county’s share of his salary to $1,000 pe 

year and his expense account from $700 to $500. Dissenting voices were cast by Supervisors William 

Gorr, Princeton, E.D. Williams, town of Kingston, and Geo. Buchholz, Kingston. The county board had 

before it a petition by the Taxpayers’ Reduction League asking that the office be abolished. The county 

agent at the conclusion of the reading of his annual report declared that this petition was signed by 

“others than taxpaying farmers” and that many of the names are not those actual “dirt” farmers. As 

indicating the support which he declared he received from farmers who have problems to solve, the 

county agent presented another petition bearing the names of 180 farmers asking his retention. The 

supervisors passed a resolution of appreciation for the manner in which Mr. Carew had conducted his 

office and prepared his reports to the county board. … farm progress politics 

Nov. 24, 1932 – The selection of Genevieve Bartol, town of Brooklyn, as one of the fifty Wisconsin boys 

and girls to attend the National Club Congress at Chicago has just been announced by T.L. Bewick, state 

club leader. Miss Bartol has been selected on the basis of her outstanding work in the canning project. In 

addition to canning 328 pints of fruits, vegetables and meats, she gave two public demonstrations in the 

canning of chicken. Miss Bartol will be the guest of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company and 

the County Council of Women’s Clubs. A all-time county record in canning project was made by LaVerne 

E. Fude, a 13-year-old girl living in the town of Princeton. Miss Fude canned 439 points of vegetables, 

141 pints of fruits, 39 pints of jellies and jams, 290 pints of pickles and 348 pints of meat, or a toal of 

1,257 pints. Miss Fude is too young to qualify for the Chicago trip. … farm progress 

Nov. 24, 1932 – Richard Verch, Edward Bartol accompanied by a number of Green Lake parties were in 

the northern woods on a deer hunting trip. … sports 

Dec. 1, 1932 – Files of 1896. O. M. Maulick has rented the J. C. Thompson residence south of the 

brewery just vacated by w. P. Harmon. … Teske & Zierke’s dredge has made good progress of late and 

now if one wishes to see it work, he must take a long walk into the country, as the dredge is half way to 

Mecan river. It will take two seasons to complete the work. … history 

Dec. 1, 1932 – The Marquette County Board adopts resolution that the next paving job to be done in 

Marquette county would be Highway 23 from the Green Lake County line to connect Highway 51, about 

five miles west of Montello. … roads progress 

Dec. 1, 1932 – The highest paid radio performer now is Kate Smith, who has brought “the moon over the 

mountain” many thousands of times. She receives $7,500 a week or $390,000 a year, the same salary 

that Amos and Andy together might draw. The next highest paid single performer is Ed Wynn, who gets 

$5,000 weekly for his foolishness. Morton Downey and Rudy Valee each receive $4,500 a week. Bing 

Crosby gets $3,000 and the three Boswell sisters draw $1,000 apiece weekly. Which ought to be ample 

ammunition to keep the wolf from their doors. .. entertaibnebt 

Dec. 8, 1932 – Red Cross distributing cottons for gowns, baby requirements, blankets, dresses, shirting, 

pants and ladies’ hose. Flour has been distributed during the summer months. V. A. Yahr donates men’s 

and boys caps. … depression 



Dec. 8, 1932 – Madison, Wis. Dec. 6 (AP) – The state Supreme Court Tuesday upheld the decision of 

Circuit Judge Byron Park in refusing Atty. Philip Lehner, of Princeton, a verdict of $8,000 against the 

Berlin Publishing company for alleged libel. Lehner complained of the publication of the Berlin Evening 

Journal of an account of the proceedings in which Judge C. M. Davidson set aside a divorce judgment 

granted to Ewalt H. Kelm, who was represented by Lehner. This case, appealed to the supreme court by 

Lehner, was separated from another in which Lehner obtained a verdict against the Berlin company. The 

wife of Kelm had made an affidavit to Judge Davidson declaring that she did not understand a 

stipulation she had signed begore her husband was granted a divorce and had not been advised as to 

her rights. The supreme court opinion said that the affidavit made certain statements “which are alleged 

to charge misconduct” on the part of the plaintiff, Lehner. After Judge Davison had set aside the divorce 

decree and ordered the case reopened, Lehner brought suit against the Berlin paper, charging that it did 

not print a fair account of Davison’s action. Lehner claimed that the judge’s decision did not set aside 

the divorce on the showing made in Mrs. Kelm’s affidavit. Although the jury found the Berlin Evening 

Journal’s story to unprivileged and awarded $8,000 damages, Judge Park took the opposite view and 

refused to grant judgment. The supreme court opinion, written by Chief Justice Rosenberry, said that 

the judgment of divorce was “vacated because of facts set forth in the affidavit.” … libel 

Dec. 8, 1932 – Mrs. O. P. Schnetzky was only woman in Green Lake county who bagged a deer in the 

northern woods. … sports 

Dec. 8, 1932 – Taxpayers Reduction League of Green Lake decides to become permanent organization, 

passes constitution, elects officers. Money being wasted in educational system by duplicating 

departments and gas tax and license fees paid only one-third of road construction costs. … politics 

Dec. 15, 1932 – Red Cross holds drive, enrolls 30 members. $15 will be sent to national headquarters. 

The president, Mrs. Lehner, has been making good will visits lending a hand wherever she could, such as 

sewing and mending. The children of one family she took shopping and had them fitted to underwear, 

hose, shoes and mittens. Mr. Swed kindly donated an overcoat to one of the boys in the family. Sewing 

has been distributed among women who donated their service. Flour is still available. … depression 

Dec. 15, 1932 – W. H. Doyle, this city, and John Biegick, Berlin, have declared Rex Arndt to be the bandit 

who held them up in their filling stations. The former was held up on Wednesday evening of last week, 

and the latter a week or ten days ago. Arndt was brought to Princeton last Monday before Justice H. O. 

Giese and waived preliminary examination. … Judge Giese bound Arndt over for trial in the January term 

of circuit court under bail of $5,000. Chief (L. A.) Merrill testified that Arndt had confessed to him that 

he robbed the three stations. (Also one in Markesan) Stole about $8 from Doyle, $22 from Biegick and 

$62 from Alfred Zanto, Markesan. … Suspect is 20. “He said he had never been in trouble and he didn’t 

know why he did it – that it was because he wanted money.” Sentence will be 3-30 years. … crime 

Dec. 15, 1932 – Princeton Buick Co., Buick & Pontiac Sales and Service. H. A. Freitag & Sons, proprietors 

… business 

Dec. 22, 1932 – Princeton property owners will be pleasantly surprised when they will be asked to pay 

but 17 mills as a 1932 tax rate as compared to 2170 mills a year ago, the council decided at their last 

regular meeting in adopting a resolution for the tax levy for the current year. A drop from $2.17 to $1.70 

per $100 assessed valuation in the tax rate is considered a substantial reduction. This drop of four mills 

in the tax rate is accomplished, it is worthy to note, that there was no sum set aside for city purpose. Of 



course, the sum in the city treasury is insufficient to carry on the coming year’s expenses, but there are 

other funds available.” … improvement depression 

Dec. 22, 1932 – Capitol News of the Present Week, By M. K. Reilly, M.C.: Before this letter reaches the 

district, the House will have passed the so-called beer bill. This bill reported by the committee during the 

past week, provides for the legalizing of the manufacture and sale of beer having an alcoholic content of 

3.20 per cent by weight and 4 per cent by volume, will come up in the house on next Tuesday. … In fixing 

the percentage of alcohol at 3.20 per cent by weight and 4 per cent by volume, the committee held to 

the belief that the average man would not drink enough of a beverage containing that much alcohol to 

become intoxicated. … In view of almost two-thirds vote in the House for the passage of the repeal 

amendment, there can be no doubt at all, but that the House will vote to amend the Volstead Act. In its 

hearings, both sides were given opportunity to express their views. The so-called drys paid no attention 

to the election mandate for amending the Volstead Act. These advocates of the 18th Amendment still 

harped about the return of the old saloon in case the Volstead Act was amended as proposed. It is 

difficult to understand how any man or woman who has been around and knows what is going on in the 

world today will talk about the return of something that never left us. Everybody knows that there are 

just as many public drinking places in the so-called wet states today as there were before the coming of 

prohibition. These places are not called saloons, but they are just as much a saloon as though they bore 

that somewhat discredited name. With Five-dollar tax on each barrel of beer, it is estimated that the bill, 

if it becomes law, will emburse the Treasury to about two hundred million dollars a year in the 

beginning and perhaps three hundred million dollars a year later on. … Five foreign countries including 

France failed to make their semiannual war debt payment. $24 million in default. Poland and Belgium 

didn’t have the money “but it is generally conceded that France had the money and could have paid her 

debt had she willed to pay. … prohibition 

Dec. 22, 1932 – Eugene Smith obit. Livestock and lumber in Princeton. … business history 

Dec. 22, 1932 – It is possible for a student to acquire at home approximately one-half of the credits 

required for graduation from the University of Wisconsin. The credits secured through the Extension 

division are readily transferable to other colleges and universities. … school 

Dec. 29, 1932 – Files of ???? Monday afternoon, Oct. 5 at about 3 o’clock, the residence of S. M. 

Eggleston, on the west side, was destroyed by fire. The members of the family were away at the time. 

The house was erected in 1858 by David Green. … A.F. Hennig will rebuild his marble shop as soon as his 

insurance is adjusted. …  

Dec. 29, 1932 – Capitol News. The House passes beer bill 230-165. “Unless the bill meets with a 

presidential veto, it is quite certain that we will have “Beer by Easter.” Nine of the eleven 

representatives from Wisconsin voted for this bill. … prohibition 

Dec. 29, 1932 – Princeton Produce Co., Lichtenberg-Blinkiewicz, buying poultry, eggs and veal. Also carry 

in stock poultry feed and supplies. Our business will be open to the trade on Fair Day, Jan. 4. Located in 

the Erich Mueller building, opposite the E. Mueller & Co. Implement Store. … business 

Dec. 29, 1932 – Johnson Clothes Shop closing after 2.5 years. Farewell Sale starts Dec 29 and doors close 

evening of Jan. 10. … business 

Dec. 29, 1932 – Victor Drill hosting Skat tournament. … entertainment 



1933 

Jan. 5, 1933 – Files of 1896.  

Jan. 5, 1933 – “Farmers are finding it extremely difficult and many find it impossible to pay their taxes 

and other fixer charges,” says the bureau of agricultural economics, U.S. department of agriculture, in its 

December report. … depression 

Jan. 5, 1933 – Seventeen families received boxes with good things to eat. … depression 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Files of 1896. Chief Highknocker and an Indian boy were over from Green Lake shores 

Wednesday, selling boys and arrows, and showing their skill in shooting coins. … In a foot race just for 

fun between Herman Warnke and Frank Borsack, the village president beat the alderman and was 

heartily applauded by the spectators. … history 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Princeton state Bank declares 3 percent dividend.  … business 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank annual meeting. … business 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Sheriffs may postpone foreclosure sales for 90 days in Wisconsin. Also, the Farmers 

Holiday Association is gaining rapid headway. … depression 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Herman Westfield, rural mail carrier on Route No. 1, out of Princeton, retired with 

annuity on Dec. 31. He has served the government and his patrons for 29 years and 3 months. First 11 

years he used horse and buggy. Since then used nine cars. The route consisted of 25 miles and in 

summing up the total miles he has driven more than 233,325 miles in that period. Was appointed 

temporary mail carrier on Oct. 1, 1903. Became regular carrier on Dec. 1, 1903. … improvement 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Johnson, who have conducted a gents furnishing and clothing store in 

this city, leave for Viroqua, Wis., this coming Friday and will enter in business of same nature in that city.  

… He was influential in the organizing the Princeton City Band … also had the management of the city’s 

basketball teams. … She was president of the Woman’s Progressive Club. … business 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Miss Olga Lichtenberg (blind) moves from Fond du Lac to Tampa area. … health 

Jan. 12, 1933 – Announcement was made last Tuesday at Madison that the Supreme court decision in 

suit No. 2 brought against the Berlin Evening Journal by Atty. Philip Lehner reverses the decision of the 

circuit court. … libel 

Jan. 19, 1933 – Rex Arndt, 21, of Ripon, was sentenced from 1 to 10 years in the Green Bay reformatory 

on each of three charges of robbing filling stations in Berlin, Princeton and Markesan while armed, the 

sentence to run concurrently. Arndt held up the W. H. Doyle filling station, this city, Dec. 7 and escaped 

with about $8 in cash. On Nov. 28 he held up the Biegick filling station in Berlin where he took $22 in 

cash. Dec. 6, he escaped with $62 from the Alfred Zanto filling station, Markesan. … Full restitution for 

all the money obtained in the three robberies has been made by Arndt. …depression crime 

Jan. 19, 1933 – Wisconsin Power & Light Company abandons bus line between Green Lake and 

Princeton. Had previously run from Fond du Lac to Princeton via Ripon and Green Lake. Bus line was first 

established six years ago. … improvement 



Jan. 19, 1933 – Five officials of the H. O. Stone & Co. defunct real estate and mortgage concern that 

owned Lawsonia at Green Lake sentenced in Chicago on charges of using the mails to defraud. 

Prosecutor told jury “pirates of old were amateurs in comparison to the Stone officials.” The sentencing 

of the five ended the case that started with the $14 million failure of the Stone company in 1930. The 

government charged that the defendants, foreseeing failure, persuaded investors by glowing circulars 

and other methods to buy worthless Stone stock. … lawsonia 

Jan. 26, 1933 – Files of 1896. R. Tonn has sold is saloon to John Budnick. … Erdman Graf, father of Albert 

Graf, deceased, is conducting his son’s grocery store but has not yet decided whether he will continue. 

… Messrs. Morse and Warnke have build a comfortable little waiting room near the bridge, to serve as a 

refuge for them during the cold weather while waiting for incoming produce. … business history 

Jan. 26, 1933 – Herbert E. Kelm, of Princeton, for many years high school principal, announces that he is 

a candidate for the office of County Superintendent of Schools of Green Lake County. … more details … 

schools 

Jan. 26, 1933 – Gov. A. G. Schedeman urges moratorium on foreclosures until state Legislature enacts 

legislation on the subject. … depression 

Jan. 26, 1933 – At a meeting held by the St. Patrick’s church congregation last Sunday, John Zodrow was 

elected secretary and Joe Wyse treasurer. J. H. Manthey, who has held both these offices for the past 35 

years, declined re-election. … catholic 

Feb. 2, 1933 – Files of 1896.  

Feb. 2, 1933 – Capitol News. The House made a vicious assault upon the 18th Amendment by reducing 

the annual appropriations for dry enforcement about a million dollars. … prohibition 

Feb. 9, 1933 – no pdf 

Feb. 16, 1933 – Files of 1896. Ingold Bros. & Kieberg is the name of the new firm coming to locate in 

Princeton. … The old Cooke house, owned by G. A. Krueger and occupied by Bert Smith and family, was 

badly damaged by fire last Saturday and will probably have to be torn down. The house is an old 

landmark, having been built by Samuel Morse in the early history of Princeton. … Jacob Junker dies. … 

business history 

Feb. 16, 1933 – Ordinance sets salaries for city treasurer (120), police and night watch (960) and 

assessor (130). Princeton Electric Light Department foreman 100. Hourly employees 50 cents for Class A 

labor and 25 cents for class B labor. … improvement 

Feb. 23, 1933 – Green Lake State Bank declares 15-day holiday. … depression 

Feb. 23, 1933 – Schein Sandala, employed at the Princeton Creamery, on his way with a truck load of 

butter and eggs to Milwaukee, was stopped near that city by milk strikers and advised to return home. … 

farm progress 

March 2, 1933 – Files of 1896. The Standard Oil Company is setting up a large oil tank north of the 

elevator on the river bank. … business history 

March 9, 1933 – Files of 1896. Emil Ellinger fatal accident. … history 



March 9, 1933 – Sheriff John F. Kasierski, Green Lake county, held the first real estate foreclosure sale 

under his administration at the court house, Green Lake, on Friday and the sale attracted no public 

attention. The only persons attending were the parties interested and their attorneys. … depression 

March 9, 1933 – Cattle fair. The usual auctions, consisting mainly of furniture, were conducted at the 

Swed corner. … depression 

March 9, 1933 - Bank ad. “During the past week events have transpired which have led to a cessation of 

all banking operations. We urge all of our depositors and residents of the community to be calm in the 

catatastrophe, and we feel confident that the action of our government officials is for the best interest 

of all.” … business 

March 16, 1933 – Files of 1896. Arthur Hennig has his new marble shop all enclosed and fast nearing 

completion. It is the same size as his old building, recently destroyed by fire. … business history 

March 16, 1933 – A free circulating library has been opened at the Legion rooms above Nickodem’s 

store. Realizing a long felt need in the city for reading matter for the public, the Woman’s Club have 

secured over one hundred books from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. At the end of six months, 

these books will be returned to Madison and a new lot obtained. It is the hope that with this as a 

nucleus, a permanent city library will be established. All organizations and individuals of the community 

are asked to donate any books that they may have which are suitable for a public library. Cash 

donations, large or small, will be gratefully accepted, as there are many small purchases to be made. For 

the present the library will be open Saturday from 2:30 to 5 and 7 to 8:30 p.m. The American Legion 

have kindly donated the use of a room in which to keep books and for a reading room. Mrs. W. H. Doyle 

has been appointed librarian and Mrs. G. G. Mueller assistant librarian. Miss Davis of the high school is 

giving her services to help get the project started. … improvement library 

March 16, 1933 – Many of our citizens listened to the broadcast of President Roosevelt last Sunday 

evening. His message was not only a great comfort to the people but a pointed lesson to all radio 

announcers and public speakers. What do with a big vocabulary. Leave it at home in the dictionary. Well, 

he made everybody understand it. … depression 

March 23, 1933 – Files of 1896. A new barn is the latest improvement at the Princeton brewery. … 

business history 

March 23, 1933 – Princeton joins the Mid State Baseball League. Fairwater, Kingston, Fox Lake, 

Markesan, Ripon Woodmen, Princeton. 20-game schedule. Alfred Sommerfeldt, Lynn Merrill and Ralph 

Giese represent Princeton at league meeting. … sports 

March 23, 1933 – The Princeton State Bank, recently reorganized, was permitted to open and function 

on the same basis as it had been prior to the bank holiday. … business depression 

March 23, 1933 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank. We ask our customers and friends to bear with us 

and be patient in this present situation. The officers and directors of this institution are doing all in their 

power to obtain a federal license as quickly as possible to reopen our bank on a normal basis, and we 

ask your cooperation. The problem to be solved is still a nationwide problem and in order to correctly 

solved time is required. … business depression 



March 30, 1933 – County Clerk Doepke being tried under corrupt practices act, which was passed by the 

Legislature in 1911 while Philip Lehner Sr., one of Doepke’s attorneys, was executive counsel under 

Governor McGovern. … crime 

March 30, 1933 – Files of 1896. Highknocker death – but not ours. … Schroeder & Klawitter are filling up 

the ice house at the old ferry. The ice is over a foot in thickness. … history  

March 30, 1933 – At meeting in the governor’s office, chain stores and milk condenseries agree to call 

off price cutting on evaporated milk and also agreed that milk products should not be used for leaders in 

retail trade. “We have just experienced a milk strike in this state brought about by the seriously 

depressed condition of the producers of milk,” Gov. Schmedeman said. “We hope we have seen the 

worst and that the general economic crisis has passed. However, neither you nor I care to observe a 

duplication of a milk strike. What is more, we do not want in this state a general milk strike, which was 

very fortunately avoided a few weeks ago.” … depression farm progress 

April 6, 1933 – Files of 1896.  

April 6, 1933 – 664 votes cast in city election. Ratification of the Amendment to repeal the Eighteenth 

Amendment was carried in the city by a majority of 429. 174 vote margin in town of Princeton, 117 in 

town of St. Marie. The referendum ballot to levy a tax of $300 to pay for municipal band was defeated 

by 40 votes. Louis Bosman elected county superintendent of schools. … politics prohibition 

April 6, 1933 – The newly organized Princeton Public Library has proved to be a popular place for both 

adults and children the four weeks that it has been open. One hundred and thirteen borrowers cards 

have been issued and over two hundred books have been loaned out. This library, sponsored by the 

Woman’s Club consists of one hundred and eleven books from the Free Circulating Library at Madison, 

kept for six months at a time, and books donated by Princeton people, which will form a permanent 

library here. Nearly two hundred books have already been donated. The largest number being donated 

by Elmer Rimpler who brought sixty-four. Anyone wishing to give books may leave them at Nickodem’s 

store if the Library is not open or call 39R and they will be picked up. A shelf of German books will soon 

be ready for circulation. The library is open every Saturday afternoon and evening from 2:30 to 5:00 and 

from 7 to 8L30 in the American Legion rooms and the books are free to everyone. Those who care to are 

paying ten cents for the first borrower’s card which is issued to them, to help create a fund for current 

expenses. … improvement library 

April 6, 1933 – The Community church and the Emanuel Evangelical church are uniting for Passion Week 

services. … religion 

April 6, 1933 – In a deal recently transacted between the Princeton State Bank and Stanish Hoffman, the 

latter takes over the store formerly owned by A. Fishkin. … April 27 – Stanish Hoffman, who recently 

became the owner of the A. Fishkin building, having purchased it from the Princeton State Bank, has 

workmen engaged in remodeling the basement and arranging it for a tavern. An outside stairway will 

lead to the basement. … business 

April 6, 1933 – Mrs. Elmer Morse describes earthquake at Long Beach, California. 

April 6, 1933 – E. H. Mevis appointed conservator for Farmers-Merchants National Bank. … depression 

business 



April 13, 1933 – Files of 1896. S.M. Eggleston has reshingled the old foundry building and will use it as a 

wool warehouse. … business history 

April 13, 1933 – Word has just been received from the office of the state 4-H club department that Miss 

Genevieve Bartel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bartel, has received a ‘b-H Memory Book” as an award 

for writing the best story of her attendance at the National 4-H Congress held in connection with last 

year’s International Live Stock Show at Chicago. Miss Bartol was selected as 4-H club champion of Green 

Lake county last summer and because of her outstanding club work in sewing and canning was awarded 

this honor. The was a member of the Princeton club and a last year graduate of Princeton High School. … 

farm progress 

April 13, 1933 – Beer greeted at early hour. “Princetonites with an appetite for real bear, and with a 

memory of taste that withstood nearly 14 years of prohibition, last Friday lost no time in obtaining the 

new 3.2 percent brew that became legal at midnight. “It’s the same beer, unchanged in flavor,” was the 

unanimous verdict. The city found several different kinds available by noon: Chief Oshkosh, Peoples of 

Oshkosh, Blatz, Hamm’s of St. Paul, Fox Head of Waukesha. The first truck load to arrive was from the 

Oshkosh brewery and was delivered by their agent John Shew Jr. at shortly after 2 o’clock in the 

morning. Proprietors of soft drink parlors were awakened without ceremony and opened their 

establishments so the truck could speed on. A number of establishments kept their places of business 

open thruout the night. Beer is selling here at 10 cents the glass, in some cases the glass holds 12 ounces 

and in others 10 ounces. Retailers are of the opinion that the prevailing prices per barrel will not present 

a 5-cent glass. Bottled beer is selling over the bar at 15 cents per bottle. Breweries at Milwaukee had 

trucks ‘by the mile’ lined up early to get their loads. Complete crews were on the job at plants to load 

the trucks as fast as possible. Money in advance was the note? all over the nation as the breweries 

swung their warehouse doors open at 12:01 a.m. The Schlitz brewery of Milwaukee had about 50 loads 

of beer ready for shipment when the signal was given. An 189-car train, carrying Milwaukee beer to the 

West Coast cities, pulled out of the Milwaukee freight yards within a few minutes after the whistle blew 

and was given the right of way over all other freight across the prairies, over the mountains and across 

the desert. An airplane was dispatched to Washington carrying cases of Milwaukee beer to President 

Roosevelt. The cases contained beer from every brewery in Milwaukee and was sent to the nation’s 

chief executive as an appreciation for the president’s action in getting the sale of beer legalized. … 

prohibition 

April 13, 1933 – “Prosit!” “Nazdrowie!” Such expressions were common on last Friday morning when 

Princeton people gathered here and there to test the 3.2 newly arrived beer. “Beer for breakfast.” This 

promise was made by John Shew Jr., who is agent for Chief Oshkosh beer, and his customers found their 

cases on the back porch when they woke up Friday morning. … prohibition 

April 13, 1933 – Wisconsin’s ancient blue law will cease to exist as soon as Gov. A. G. Schmedeman signs 

the Daugs bill removing the Sunday restrictions against recreation. Senate approved bill 19-6. Most of 

the opponents were concerned that the bill would open the way for Sunday work. … prohibition 

April 13, 1933 – The Mrs. S. E. Mackowski store building recently vacated by the I.G.A. Store will be 

reopened on May 15 with a stock of groceries, fruits, etc. The new proprietor is Fred Lunce and comes 

from Minneapolis. … business 



April 20, 1933 – Files of 1896. Will Yahr is putting a cellar under his house, sodding the lawn, painting his 

residence and brightening the appearance of Short street. … G. A. Krueger is fixing up the old Cooke 

house with a stone foundation and has put in a drive well on the lot. … Mackowski Bros. have moved 

their stock of goods into their own building recently occupied by Mr. Weiss, across the street from their 

old quarters. … business history 

April 20, 1933 – Wrestling bout in Neshkoro includes Andy Borzick, Otsie von Wuerch, Freddie Bartol, 

Henie Kinas and Harry Novak, all of Princeton. … sports 

April 20, 1933 – Princeton State Bank notified March 14: This department releases you from all recent 

restrictions with regard to operations and places your bank in the same position to perform previous to 

governor’s proclamation, excepting that you are not allowed to pay out deposits for hoarding 

purposes.” A. C. Kingston, commissioner of banking … business depression 

April 20, 1933 – A. Lawson, who has conducted a grocery store in the Mrs. Eugene Kidman building for 

the past number of months is closing out his entire stock and discontinuing business. Mr. Lawson, as yet, 

is undecided what business he will enter into. … business 

April 20, 1933 – Three deer were seen a few miles southwest of this city last Monday afternoon. Otsie 

Wuerch will vouch for the truth of this article. … sports 

April 20, 1933 – Alcohol plant raided. A force of federal agents raised the most elaborate alcohol plant 

discovered in this area last Wednesday on a farm in the town of Seneca, north of this city. … The raiders 

claim that the still belonged to a well-known syndicate. It is estimated that the still together with other 

equipment represented a value of $25,000. One of the agents declared that the eight huge vats had a 

total storage of 18,000 gallons of mash and that the plant could turn out 1,000 gallons of alcohol per day 

provided it operated 24 hours. In their report to the chief, Deputy Administrator Hamilton, the agents 

said: confiscated 2,500-gallons still with 20- to 30-foot columns, 2,000 gallons of alcohol and 1,500 

gallons of mash. It was a young establishment for the newly made vat was still white. If the place had 

been functioning for a time or two months, these vats would be nearly black on the outside, according 

to the raiders. The still was located in a barn on the farm of Oliver Wicks. Wicks lives on another farm he 

owns 1 ½ miles away. He had rented the farm to a stranger. A large crowd was attracted to the scene of 

the raid and got quite a thrill from watching the destruction of the vats, still and other appliances for 

cooling the illicit liquor. … prohibition 

April 27, 1933 – Files of 1896. It is President Herman Warnke now, and Ira Hudson becomes a plain 

citizen again. … J. Wm. Worm’s new building is all ready for occupancy and Mrs. Hennig will move to her 

new quarters as soon as she can find time. … business history 

April 27, 1933 – County Agent Carew has been named by the State Industrial Commission to enroll 

young men of Green Lake County for federal forestry service. Only singe men between the ages of 18 

and 25 years from families now receiving public aid will be selected. The present quota allotted to his 

county is five. Those chosen will receive $30 a month in addition to complete maintenance. The men 

agree to enlist for at least six months and may be dismissed for violation of the rules. … depression 

April 27, 1933 – The junior class of the local high school is busily engaged in planning their Junior 

Promenade on Friday, May 5, in the Auditorium. Billy Marquardt’s seven-piece orchestra of Sheboygan 

will furnish the music. Lloyd Marquardt chose Miss Eleanore Kidman as queen of the prom. … school 



April 27, 1933 – H.O. Giese gets real estate brokers license. … business 

April 27, 1933 – The baseball diamond has been changed from the Albert Dumdey premises to the 

airport. The grandstand will be rebuilt, the diamond and the field in general will receive an overhauling. 

It is located in the southwest part of the field and will in no way interfere with airships from landing or 

taking off. … sports 

April 27, 1933 – The interior of the tavern of Victor Drill, also that of Leo Schewe, have been 

considerably improved with a fine new coat of paint. … business 

May 4, 1933 – Files of 1896. 

May 4, 1933 – Fred B. Schewe passes. 

May 4, 1933 – The Princeton Public Library will hereafter be open from 7-8:30 every Wednesday and 

Saturday evening but not Saturday afternoon. Books are being donated each week, and the shelves are 

assuming an inviting appearance. … improvement library 

May 4, 19333 – PHS band attends district tournament. The School Band attended the district band 

tournament held at Waupun last Saturday under the direction of Edgar H Zobel, played in the concert 

events and received first place in Class C. The average experience of our band members makes them a 

Class D band, but they chose to play in the next higher class. Sixteen bands, three orchestras, several 

glee clubs and choruses were in attendance. … In addition to the band, Princeton had three quartette 

entries and one sextette. … First places to cornet quartette Class A – Ellener Kidman, Harry 

Stelmascheski, Margaret Warnke and Marny Yahr; and brass sextette Class A, Ellener Kidman, Harry 

Stelmascheski, Margaret Warnke, Marny Yahr, Conrad Naparalla and Alfred Arndt. This is the first time 

Princeton has entered the ensemble events and we are more than satisfied with the showing made. … 

school band 

May 4, 1933 – Supt. Geo. V. Kelley honored. Service was the keynote of the talks given at the banquet 

for Supt. Geo. V. Kelley, of Princeton, by the Green Lake County Teachers Association in appreciation of 

his thirty years as superintendent of county schools. The banquet was served in the high school 

gymnasium with representatives from the state and county departments present. Walter C. Hewitt, of 

the faculty of Oshkosh State Teachers College, was the principle speaker for the ceremony and 

reminiscences of his pleasant contacts with Mr. Kelley in his work was the theme of his talk. … At the 

close of the program, Mr. Kelley was presented with a signet ring upon which was engraved the word, 

“Service,” a gift from the teachers of the county. Mr. Kelley uttered his heart-felt thanks to the group. … 

Teachers of the county were present 100 percent, 108 being served at the banquet. … The speeches … 

praised the work of Mr. Kelley highly and called him one of the leading county superintendents and 

social workers in the state. The highest praise was given him for his efficient work and service. … He was 

born in Byron, Fond du Lac county, on a farm. He attended rural school and worked summers on a farm 

to pay his way thru colleges. He entered Oshkosh State Teachers’ College and was graduated from the 

two-year course, after which he taught in rural and graded schools for four years. He returned to 

Oshkosh and was graduated from the four-year course in 1900. While in college, Mr. Kelley was a leader 

in debate and oratory and won several trophies and honors for the school. He was also managing editor 

of the school magazine and yearbook. He took a course at the University of Minnesota and in 1901 he 

was chosen principal of the Princeton schools. During that a four-year high school course was organized. 



In 1902 he was manager and editor of the Princeton Republic and in January 1903 he was appointed 

county superintendent of schools of Green Lake county. He held office over 30 years. Some of his 

accomplishments are: 1. Central county graduation for rural schools; 2. Graduation and standard tests in 

rural schools; 3. better physical conditions building and sanitary condition program; 4. County uniform 

textbooks thruout the county; 5. Health work program with countywide emphasis and parents meetings; 

6. Parent-teachers organizations; 7. Free text books; 8. Pioneer organization of 4-H clubs; 9. Strong 

progession program for teachers; 10. Early saw need of trained teachers; 11. County system of diploma 

examinations; 12. Tour of 600 children, teachers and parents to Washington, D.C. in 1930 – first county 

in U.S. to make the trip; 13. Signed diplomas for 4,000 elementary graduates, nearly 1,000 Normal 

graduates and checked standings of 3,500 high school graduates. Recorded or made over 5,000 teachers 

certificates; 14. strong institutes and much civic and social work done. … president of state county 

superintendent association, vice president of state teachers association, member of state Legislature 

committee for county superintendents for 12 years, speaker of state educational programs, state health 

programs and state civic clubs. Took prominent part and lead in building Princeton Auditorium, zoo and 

city park. It was a fine tribute to Mr. Kelley and his work by the teachers who have known the energy 

and enthusiasm and the fine results he obtained for the patrons and children of the schools. … 

improvement park airport auditorium zoo 

May 4, 1933 – Princeton High School received two first and one second award the declamatory and 

oratorical contest in Markesan recently. Princeton, Markesan and Green Lake were the competing high 

schools. Margaret Warnke and Leona Soda received the first and second prizes in the declamatory 

event, while Conrad Naperalla received the first award in oratory. … school 

May 4, 1933 – Marquardt’s menu for Princeton prom: chicken pie plate lunch 25 cents, Virginia baked 

ham sandwich 15 cents; cheese on rye 10 cents. … May 11 – The Junior Promenade of the class of 1934 

of the Princeton High School held on Friday, May 5, at the Princeton Auditorium was a decidedly social 

success. A large number of high school students, augmented by numerous graduates and local people, 

enjoyed the dance to the strains of Billy Marquardt’s seven-piece orchestra of Sheboygan. The grand 

march led by Prom chairman Lloyd Marquardt and Ellener Kidman, followed by members of the Junior 

and Senior classes took place at 10L30. The hall was beautifully decorated with streamers of blush pink 

and silver, junior class colors. On sides of the orchestra stage were arranged lounging rooms also 

decorated in the class colors. … In view of the success of the Prom it is hoped that once more this 

brilliant high school social function may again become an annual affair.  … school 

May 11, 1933 – Files of 1896. August Gorske is building a shoe shop near the bridge. … business history 

May 11, 1933 – Leo Oestriech, son of Mrs. Henry Lunow, while playing baseball last week, slipped and 

fell, resulting in a fractured leg just above the ankle. … 

May 11, 1933 – V. A. Yahr opens branch grocery store in Kiel. His father is managing the store. … 

business 

May 18, 1933 – Files of 1896. Wm. Currie leases G. A. Krueger’s place – the remodeled Cooke house. … 

history 

May 18, 1933 – Good report about schools from state superintendent. … There is need of replacements 

in the library and laboratory. … schools 



May 18, 1933 – The Band Mothers Cook Book now on sale. Price 60 cents. By mail, 70 cents. Over 700 

home-tested recipes. … school band 

May 25, 1933 – Princeton Foresters celebrate golden anniversary of the organization, which was started 

on May 24, 1883. … catholic 

May 25, 1933 – Files of 1896. A. Ziebell and Co. is the name of the new cigar manufacturing firm in 

Princeton. Their factory is in John Pahl’s building and they will make several brands of cigars. … business 

history 

May 25, 1933 – In competition with 35 Class C bands the local school band again received a first place 

award at the state tournament, held at Madison last Friday and Saturday. This is the sixth consecutive 

year that the band has entered the state contest and its fourth consecutive year to hold its place with 

the leaders of the class. … In all 88 bands compete in concert contests. (1 first, 1 second, 2 thirds) 71 

bands took part in the parade Friday afternoon. This was a sight long to be remembered by those who 

filled Capitol Square and State street. Bobby Teske, dressed in his police uniform, as mascot for the 

Princeton band, received a continuous applause around the square. The band had the distinction of 

bringing Governor Schmedeman, other state officers and the judges occupying the reviewing stand to 

their feet as they played “America” in passing. A second place award (Class C) was given by the judges 

for marching. The second spectacle of the tournament was the massed bands in concert Saturday 

afternoon at the Wisconsin stadium. … school band 

May 25, 1933 – St. John Lutheran still has German and English Confirmation classes. … religion 

May 25, 1933 – County Board votes 17-4 to maintain the County Normal. The office of supervising 

teacher, however, was voted out. Supt. Kelley pointed out that no part of county taxes were used to 

support the school. The county normal building is leased from city of Berlin for 10 years, expires in 1938. 

Phil Lehner Jr. was one of two to speak in favor of doing away with the school. … schools 

May 25, 1933 – Germany’s new boss, Adolph Hitler, while receiving the world’s censure for his acts, 

recently issued an order that ought to receive popular approval. He has outlawed jazz music over 

Berlin’s radio broadcasting stations, declaring “these distorted Negro rhythms have neither harmony nor 

music.” …  

June 1, 1933 – Files of 1896. A large number participated in pilgrimage in St. Marie Wednesday to 

celebrate the festival of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. The little chapel was filled to 

overflowing. … Philo Knapp dies. … The new tub factory started up yesterday and in a short time 

everything will be running smoothly. … history 

June 1, 1933 – Shower at pavilion for Sadie Markowski and Walter Bartol. June 9 – Full wedding story … 

bartel 

June 1, 1933 – Capitol News by Gerald J. Boileau. “The Administration’s public works bill, providing for 

an expenditure of $3,300,000,000 has passed the House and is now before the Senate. It is intended this 

huge expenditure for needed public improvements will put millions of men to work either directly or 

indirectly.  … depression 

June 1, 1933 – A picture of the “good old days’ can be visualized by one who scans a recent gift to the 

Oshkosh museum – a day book of a general store merchant in Princeton in 1862 and 1863. The book has 



been given to the museum by H. V. Wuerch, 114 Western Avenue. It is an account book kept by H. R. 

Rawson during years of the civil war. The book is considered a valuable addition to the museum as it has 

historic value in showing the prices paid 70 years ago and the type of food and other commodities used. 

… One could almost imagine oneself carried back seven decades. The scene would be a country store, 

for Princeton was not very large then. To a hitching rail in front would be tied a number of horses. One 

can gather that it was the days before the machine age for instead of automobile accessories frequent 

entries in the day book are for horse whips and harnesses. … One could see shelves piled high with a 

varied assortment of merchandise. Boots and shoes, harness, vinegar, sugar, the old cracker barrel, 

cheese, candles and many other commodities were displayed, although many of the goods were hidden 

behind other merchandise and had to be hauled out when a customer asked for it. A day’s business 

sometimes did not amount to more than $2 or $3, but on Saturday many people came from the farming 

sections and the entries then required several pages in the book. A pair of boots for a boy cost $1.75 

and, so that they could be kept ‘looking nice’, some blacking and a brush for 25 cents were bought at the 

same time. And because the boy had been good, 2 cents worth of candy was bought for him. Much 

building was being done for nearly every purchase included nails, which cost 6 cents a pound. The 

merchant took in lumber in exchange for his wares, giving one customer $10 in credit for 1,000 feet of 

lumber. Other products were taken in trade also, one man turning in 98 ½ pounds of cheese for which 

he received 8 cents a pound. His credit was $7.88, but he bought $6.30 worth of other articles, so his 

ready cash was small when he returned home. These were the days before electric lights and even 

kerosene lamps were expensive to use. Candles were used, being sold at 20 cents a pound, but many of 

the people bought candle wick and made their own tapers. Kerosene sold at 20 cents a pound, but many 

of the people bought candle wick and made their own tapers. Kerosene sold at 20 cents a quart so that 

no one stayed up late after dark, although they could sit before a fire in the fireplace, for cordwood was 

only $1 for a cord. Lanterns were 63 cents and a new lamp chimney was only 10 cents, but because of 

the expense of kerosene these lights were used only when necessary. Matches sold at 13 cents a box. 

The men of those days chewed tobacco regularly for frequent references are made to sales of plug 

tobacco at 15 cents. Snuff cost 13 cents for quarter of a pound. Coffee sold for 30 cents and was used to 

a great extent, but tea was a comparative luxury or it sold at $3 a pound and was bought only in small 

quantities. Prices on some of the other products on Mr. Rawson’s shelves were: six pounds sugar, 75 

cents; one dozen eggs, 7 cents; one gallon vinegar, 20 cents; one pint syrup, 11 cents; one yard sheeting, 

75 cents; one pound butter, 15 cents; one pound dried peaches, 25 cents; and a pound of raisins, 30 

cents. … Maid’s letter to Jim – no names … business history 1860s 

June 1, 1933 – Overflow crowd at Auditorium for large class graduation. Lewis Marchenkuski, principal 

of the Normal, gave the address. His message was an inspiration to the boys and girls on the eve of this 

commencement to meet the challenges of the present agricultural depression. … school depression 

June 1, 1933 – The first kindergarten in the U.S. was established in Watertown in 1855 by Mrs. Carl 

Schurz. … school 

June 1, 1933 – Max King is occupying one of the Radtke buildings, directly south of H, Busse on Pearl 

street. … business  

June 1, 1933 – Twin deer were born in the city park last Saturday. The fawns are being taken care of at 

the A. S. Humphrey place. The mother of the young deer died. … improvement park zoo 



June 8, 1933 – Mr. Albert Eygabroad is the only Civil War veteran remaining in Princeton, all have his 

comrades have gone to the great beyond. Mr. Eygabroad is still enjoying fairly good health and it is the 

hope that he remains with us for a number of years to celebrate the day with us. … war 

June 8, 1933 – Longer story on cyclone/tornado that swept a half mile path over a distance of 

approximately 20 miles in the south part of green Lake county at 5:20 p.m. on last Monday, one woman 

was critically injured, and a dozen other persons narrowly escaped death and property damage 

estimated more than $100,000 resulted. … health 

June 8, 1933 – Files of 1896. W.J. Mesick is making extensive improvements on the front of his store 

soon to be occupied by Mrs. Friday. … Insurance for fire at G. A. Krueger’s house, the old Cooke 

residence, $250. … Mrs. J.E. Hennig new millinery stock in the Commercial House, next door to Mueller’s 

drug store.  … business history 

June 8, 1933 – Library gets nearly 200 additional books from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 

Library now has about 600 volumes. … improvement library 

June 15, 1933 – Files of 1896. Herman Gibbard is building a new wagon shed and making other 

improvements at the Ernst brewery. … business history 

June 15, 1933 – St. James Neshkoro raising funds for new church. … catholic religion 

June 22, 1933 – List of Rod and Gun Club prizes – and businesses who sponsored. … business 

June 22, 1993 – joe Guderski farm house west of Princeton damaged by fire. … fire 

June 22, 1933 – Herman Weckwerth, of Black River Falls, found not guilty of manslaughter June 7 by 

jury. Two women and boy died in auto accident on Highway 23 not far from Brooklyn mill on Oct. 22, 

1932. … crime health 

June 22, 1933 – Erich Mueller is erecting a solid concrete building on the west end of his lot which will 

be used for the housing of farm implements and tools. … business 

June 22, 1933 – Alfred Warnke is busily engaged in remodeling and embellishing the Herman Warnke 

building on Water street, formerly occupied by Bornick OR BORZICK?. Alfred will use the building when 

fully completed for a fine beer garden and ice cream parlor, as well as serving lunches. Her expects to 

have it fully completed by July 1. … business 

June 22, 1933 – Bunce’s Food Market. IGA … business 

June 29, 1933 – Tavern ordinance. Tavern license - $75. 14 permits issued last Monday evening: Walter 

Borzick, Emil Klawitter, M. M. Bednarek, Edw. Fink, Leo Schewe, E. H. Priebe, Frank Zelinske, City Park 

Board, Victor Drill, Alfred Warnke, Wm. Schwenzer, Anton Kalupa, St. Hoffman, D.W. Eggleston. Three or 

four others pending. … prohibition business 

June 29, 1933 – Postal employees will be laid off nine days without pay during the three-month period 

beginning July 1 to reduce government’s running expenses. Equivalent to a 10 percent cut for the three 

months. As the rural carriers could not be furloughed without disrupting the service, reductions will be 

affected by cutting equipment maintenance allowance. … depression 



July 6, 1933 – History of 1896. August Ponto expects to make at least 2500 gallons of sorghum syrup this 

year. He is now running his crusher by steam power. … Herman Krueger is making an excellent grade of 

sorghum at his mill this year. … Princeton Democratic club has about 120 members. … history 

July 6, 1933 – Wincelaus Washkowiak died in car accident near New London. Pall bearers were his pals, 

Edmund Bartol, Harry Slabosheske, Joe Slabosheske, Steve Yasick, Frank Swader and Anton Bartol. 

July 13, 1933 – Files of 1896 – Fred Welk has purchased the farm implement stock and trade of Graf & 

Sommerfeld. … The tenth pilgrimage of the shrine of Mary of the Fountain, at the little chapel in St. 

Marie, was held on Tuesday of this week, to celebrate the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin. … 

business history 

July 13, 1933 – Crow hunt. … sports 

July 13, 1933 – Little German Band, Adolph Hennig, director.  … entertainment 

July 13, 1933 – Annual school meeting. Herman Spooner re-elected. … school 

July 13, 1933 – The Princeton brewery is making rapid strides toward completion and the owners 

contemplate the beginning the latter part this month. … factory 

July 20, 1933 – Files of 1896.  

July 20, 1933 – Princeton Opera House reopening Sunday, July 23, with vaudeville and talking pictures. 

First offering to be “Borrowed Wives.” Last ad was for April 30 show. … entertainment depression 

July 20, 1933 – Conviction of five former officials of H.O. Stone & Co., defunct real estate concern, were 

set aside by the United States Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago and the cases remanded for a new 

trial. The five were convicted of using the mails to defraud and the sentences of 15 years in prison and 

$20,000 fines for each were the stiffest ever dealt out for a similar offense. … Lawsonia 

July 20, 1933 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank ad: Since the passing of the Glass-Steagall Bankin g 

Bill, which became law on June 19th, and which embodies the federal guarantee for future bank 

deposits, the plan for the speedy reopening of this bank must again be altered. We have submitted a 

plan of reorganization to the office of Comptroller of the Currency at Washington, D.C., and as soon as 

his approval is obtained we will submit the same to our depositors and stockholders for your approval. 

The new banking law has been enacted to prevent future bank losses, and before this insurance takes 

effect, the banks must be able to meet all the demand of their depositors on a 100 percent withdrawal 

basis. This means that all banks that have not obtained a license to reopen thus far are subjected to a 

very rigid examination. … We wish to state that we have received favorable comments from the Federal 

Reserve Board and the federal examiners at Chicago, Illinois, relative to the high percentage of liquidity 

of this bank,, and we are sure that a plan that is equitable to all will be approved.” … depression 

business 

July 27, 1933 – Princeton Rod & Gun club third big banquet. “The club staged a crow hunt for the past 

three months which has attracted statewide comment and publicity. The members went in to this 

contest with enthusiasm and vigor, and there was a healthy spirit of rivalry throughout the contest. … 

This contest did much to relieve the community and farm section of many pests that yearly cause great 

damage to crops and game birds. The club was divided into two groups – one headed by Jake Dugenske 



and the other by Art Luedtke. The Luedtke side won by a small margin, so the other boys did the work 

and gave the banquet. … State Superintendent of Game Wm. Grimmer, of Madison, is guest speaker. 

The following is the total of the hunt at the close of July 1st: Crows, 824; crow eggs, 275; hawks, 161; 

hawk eggs, 76; owls, 123; turtles, 273; gophers, 2,643. Alfred Freiheit was presented the Secretary’s Cup 

by Dr. G. G. Mueller. Full list of prizes and sponsoring businesses. … sports 

July 27, 1933 – Files of 1896. Mrs. J.E. Hennig has moved her millinery store into Worm’s new building. … 

John Ernst has put up an addition to his brewery – a one story wing for the storage of barley. … business 

history 

July 27, 1933 – We are informed that the Princeton brewery is nearing completion and brewing will start 

in the very near future. … factory 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Files of 1886. The Democratic banner was unfurled to the breeze on Tuesday. It is 

suspended between the buildings of Yahr Bros. and G. A. Krueger. The letter and portraits of Bryan and 

Sewall are all the work of Fred Caldwell, who did a very creditable job. The Republicans are hard at work 

on their banner and expect to have it up some time today. … history 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Bank. 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Waterworks. 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Formal approval was given by telegram Monday afternoon by the Comptroller of the 

Currency for a plan of reorganization for the Farmers-Merchants National Bank of this city. The plan as 

outlined calls for the organization of a new bank, which will take over a portion of the assets of the old 

bank, classified as desirable. These assets have been thoroughly examined by the federal officials, and 

are absolutely 100 percent liquid. They consist of cash on hand, stock in the Federal Reserve Bank, 

municipal, government and highest-grade bonds, and loans and discounts which are amply seuredf and 

classed as liquid by the Department. As soon as the new bank is organized, it will immediately release 70 

percent of the old deposits, and the remaining 30 percent will be paid out as the undesirable assets of 

the old bank are liquidated. There should be sufficient assets remaining to be liquidated to pay all 

depositors in full, when the same are collected. The officers and directors of the Farmers-Merchants 

National Bank contemplated a larger percentage of release, but the federal officials advised that the 

percentage of release be cut to 70 percent, and the new bank would then take no sub-standard bond or 

questionable asset into its files. It will also mean that the old bank will have bonds having a par value of 

approximately, $100,000 and loans and discounts totaling approximately $50,000 with which to pay the 

depositors their 30 percent claim, amounting to approximately $90,000. A committee of depositors met 

with the conservator, Mr. Mevis, and it was the unanimous recommendation of this committee that the 

plan be put into effect at once. All were agreed on the fact, after an examination of the assets, that no 

depositor should suffer loss through this reorganization, and if conditions generally improve, there 

should be a distribution to the old stockholders of the bank also. In order to make it easier for the 

organization of a new bank under present conditions, the federal department has recommended that 

every depositor of the bank be requested to purchase stock in the new institution, to the extent of 25 

percent of his present deposit. This would not require an outlay of additional cash but would merely be 

an assignment of 25 percent of the interest in the deposit to the new bank. As soon as the deposit 

would be released, the new stock certificate would be delivered to the proper holder thereof. In the 

manner all depositors would share in the profits of the new organization, and in other words, it will be 



the depositors bank. With the passage of the Glass-Steagall Banking Bill on June 19, 1933, the capital of 

all National banks has been increased to $50,000 and the new bank proposes to have a $50,000 capital 

and a $10,000 surplus account. The stock will be nonassessable, a new feature of the Glass-Steagall 

Banking Bill and it will put the stock on an investment basis. After January 1st, 1934, or sooner if in the 

judgment of President Roosevelt it becomes necessary, a federal guarantee will be established to insure 

payment of all funds deposited in the banks, in case of their inability to meet the demands of depositors. 

The depositors will be expected to raise $40,000 of the capital structure and $10,000 surplus, and the 

remaining $10,000 will be met by a sale of a like amount of preferred stock in the new corporation. Thus 

it will be seen, not only the depositors may become stockholders, but old stockholders and other 

customers will be allowed to participate as well. The par value of the new stock will be set at $10 per 

share, and $2.50 per share will be used to provide the surplus account of the new bank. Blanks are now 

being prepared and within a few days all depositors will be informed of the actual details of the plan, 

and they will be asked to assign a portion of their deposit for the purchase of the new stock. Other 

interested parties may also subscribe for the same, and the actual date for the opening of the new 

institution will depend upon the promptness with which these assignments and subscriptions are turned 

over to the conservator. With the approval of the comptroller of the Currency for the organization of 

this new bank, it might be well to mention that this bank will be the only unit National bank in Green 

Lake, Marquette and Waushara counties, and it is this fact that influenced the Federal Department in 

recommending that the new bank be formed. It will also mean that instead of a costly liquidation of 

assets under present conditions, it will provide for an orderly collection of slow loans, as well as 

releasing a large portion of the deposits immediately upon the formation of the new bank. With the 

bond market condition improving, it is felt that many of the substandard bonds will continue to improve 

in price, so that they need not be sacrificed at prevailing quotations. The conservator, Mr. Mevis, and 

the reorganization committee is to be congratulated upon procuring the approval of the plan, and they 

are counting upon the public to respond as speedily as possible when the blanks are placed into their 

hands for further action. … business 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Geo. V. Kelley, school superintendent for the past thirty years, was found dead in his 

garage of his summer home, north shores of Green Lake, last Monday forenoon. The funeral services 

were held from his home, this city, on Wednesday afternoon. Interment was made in West Side 

cemetery. … improvement libel 

Aug. 3, 1933 – What will Princeton Do? The city mayor is in receipt of a letter wherein the statement is 

made that Princeton’s chances for obtaining funds from the federal government to finance a public 

works program such as the construction of a water works system would appear to be good. Those 

favoring the water works point out that such a project would certainly come under the head of 

protecting public health, especially now more than ever in view of the suspicion under which many of 

our wells have come owing to outbreak of typhoid in this vicinity. Not only is it to an advantage from a 

health standpoint, but also from an economic standpoint. The savings in insurance premiums would 

nearly offset it more than offset the interest charges on the indebtedness under the government’s 

proposal of donating 30 percent of the cost and carrying the balance at four percent interest for a 

period of 25 years. We believe that it is our duty to again call the attention to the local readers to the 

fact that Princeton just had notice about a year ago from the state department to install a waterworks 

and sewer system. The present system of cisterns and water tanks are entirely disregarded as having 

any value in protecting property. Some objectors to the waterworks point out the numbers of tax 



delinquents here and state that such a project would bankrupt the city. They are answered by the 

statement that the construction of the system would afford considerable employment that would 

enable many to pay their taxes, in fat, it is to provide just such relief that the government wished to 

encourage. In view of these facts, the Republic asks the city council to at least investigate the 

possibilities of securing federal assistance for a water works project on the following grounds: to provide 

work for many of our unemployed; to protect public health; to protect property; to enhance the value of 

our property; to make this a more modern and consequently a more pleasant city in which to live and 

bring up our families. The federal government proposes to supply $50,000,000 for public works projects 

in Wisconsin. Are we going to get our share? We need the waterworks; we need the improvement; later 

we will be obliged to install it, so let’s do it now while we receive the 30 percent aid; let’s act! … 

improvement sewer 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Julius Schalow obit. Creamery. … filling station. factory 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Anton J. Wielgosh drowns. Aug. 10 – Obit. 

Aug. 3, 1933 – Mr. and Mrs. Trainor, of Chicago, will occupy the Chas. Kinkel home on East Main St. Mr. 

Trainor is the braumeister of the local brewery. … factory 

Aug. 3, 1933 – V. F. Yahr family moves to Kiel, where Mr. Yahr has grocery business. Also G. A. Krueger, 

father of Mrs. Yahr. … V. A. Yahr still operating store in Princeton. … business 

Aug. 3, 1933 – The garage building occupied by Fenske & Kelm is undergoing improvements in the way 

of a new front. … business 

Aug. 10, 1933 – Files of 1896. 

Aug. 10, 1933 – George V. Kelly buried. George V. Kelley, superintendent of Green Lake county schools 

for nearly thirty years, was found dead in the garage of his summer home on the north shores of Green 

Lake, Monday morning, July 31, at 11 o’clock. Mr. Kelley had been in frail health for months. He had 

undergone two operations recently for a serious disorder and was to have a third in the near future. 

Relatives explained that his poor health had weighed upon his mind. It is said Mr. Kelley suffered from a 

burning sensation in the head. He had also expressed the opinion that he would not “last long.” Despite 

this, Mr. Kelley was cheerful to that morning. Sunday he engaged freely in conversation with his 

neighbors engaged in play and swimming. Mr. Kelley was born in Byron, Fond du Lac county, on 

February 22, 1874, thus he was at the age of 59 years, 5 months and 9 days. He was united in marriage 

with Eveline Laper on October 5, 1905, in Markesan. Two children were born to this union: Georgia and 

John Pershing. He attended rural schools and worked during summers on a farm to advance his 

education. Later he entered the Oshkosh State Teachers College and was graduated from a two-year 

course. Thereafter he taught in rural and graded schools for four years. He returned to the Teachers 

College and, in 1900, completed the four-year course. While in college he was a leader in oratory and 

debate, winning several trophies in these fields. He also was managing editor of the college year book. 

He took additional work in education at the University of Minnesota. In 1901 he came to Princeton and 

for two years took over the principalship of the Princeton school, organizing a four-year high school 

course. In 1902 he was manager and editor of the Princeton Republic and has been connected with the 

paper ever since. In 1903 he was chosen county superintendent of schools, and he has since been re-

elected without interruption until he chose to retire on July 1, this year. Mr. Kelly has held many offices; 



among them were: president of state and county superintendent association 1927-1929; vice president 

of state teachers association; member of state Legislature committee for county superintendents for 12 

years; member of reorganization committee for state association; speaker on state educational 

programs and state civic clubs. He was president of the City Park board for a number of years and took a 

prominent part and lead to building the Princeton Auditorium, City Park and City Zoo. He was always 

ready and willing to lend a helping hand concerning the welfare of the city, neighbors and friends. His 

convictions whether right or wrong were honest and sincere, resulting from much careful study and 

analysis on his part, and with which he calmly met the fate of all flesh. He was always an active and 

energetic man, both mentally and physically, giving liberally of his time, labor and sympathy in homes of 

sickness and death. His more public life and his work in this city and the county is well known to all, and 

on that one need not dwell. Though he is gone, his record has been made and will remain with Princeton 

citizens as a lasting treasure. The funeral services were conducted from his home on Wednesday 

afternoon of last week. Rev. A. G. Hoyer conducted the services at which his relatives from Fairwater, 

Antigo, Brandon, Fond du Lac, Ripon, Green Lake, Byron, Markesan, Dalton, Kingston, Montello, 

Neshkoro, Wautoma, Berlin and Cambria came to attend, besides there being hundreds from this city, 

the county and the surrounding community. Interment was made in West Side cemetery. The floral 

offerings surpassed in profusion and beauty any seen here before. On the cards of these floral offerings 

a card would have been appropriate with the words: ‘These flowers so typical of the life of him we 

mourn, mutely speak the pathos of a parting word, and are placed upon this casket by friends who loved 

the sleeper.’ He leaves his deeply bereaved wife, his daughter, Miss Georgia, his son, John Perhsing, his 

sister, Miss Anna Kelley, Mrs. Richard Kohlman, his brothers, Atty. Jas. L. Kelley and Leo, all of Fond du 

Lac. The Republic extends its sympathy to the bereaved family, relatives and friends. … improvement 

libel 

Aug. 17, 1933 – Files of 1896.  

Aug. 17, 1933 – The Green Lake National Farm Loan Association was founded last week. A.D. Carew, 

county agent, explained that the association was established to aid farmers in making applications for 

their loans and that it is the government’s agency thru which loans may be obtained. … Direcots are Art 

Franz, Green Lake; Edward B. Bartol, Green Lake; L.J. Crossman, Kingston; Ben D. west, Dalton; and W. A. 

Backus, Markesan. The officers are president, Franz; vice president, Bartol; secretary and treasurer, 

Carew. The county has thirty-five charter members. … depression 

Aug. 17, 1933 – For the first time in many a year the brewery whistle was sounded last Monday. … 

factory prohibition 

Aug. 17, 1933 – Barbers of Princeton raise prices to 20 cents for shaves and 40 cents for haircuts. … 

business 

Aug. 17, 1933 – The latter part last week Princeton had the honor of having within its harbors a movie 

star of note, namely, Miss Janet Gaynor, of Hollywood, California. She made the trip here in her 

automobile. From here she went to the north part of the state, Eagle River. … entertainment 

Aug. 24, 1933 – Files of 1896. Puckaway court decision. … history 

Aug. 31, 1933 – files of 1896. The Princeton office of the American Express Co. is now located in the 

Behm building. … business history 



Aug. 31, 1933 – There are now over 600 books in the library – 300 that belong to the Princeton Public 

Library and the rest state boos. A total of 1,450 books has been drawn from the library since it opened in 

March. … improvement library 

Sept. 7, 1933 – Files of 1894?  

Sept. 7, 1933 – Tiger Brew next Saturday. “Princeton Tiger Brew” on tap next Saturday, Sept. 9. This 

information came to this office from the management last Tuesday evening. The Princeton brewery 

completely overhauled at an expense of about $35,000 is rated as one of the most sanitary and 

complete institutions in the state of Wisconsin. Machinery, refrigerators, vats, etc., of the very latest 

type has been installed. Braumeister Trainor of Chicago came several weeks ago. He is a man of about 

30 years’ experience in the profession and we vouch that with the fine ability of this man the home 

brewery will manufacture a product second to none in the state. Mr. Trainor comes here very highly 

recommended. At the present time the brewery employs 15 men. The help, however, will be increased 

when the management will install a bottling department. Princeton Tiger Brew. The beer with a purr on 

tap this coming Saturday. … prohibition factory 

Sept. 7, 1933 – This week Friday in Green Lake county all the homes and business places will be visited 

to ask each person to help the President in his program for better times. This program is not a question 

of political party or creed. It is to help the unemployed and to bring back better times. … The house to 

house canvass is simply a survey to show that we are willing to cooperate with President Roosevelt’s 

program. When we sign this card we agree to buy from the stores displaying the Blue Eagle as they in 

turn are buying from the large wholesale houses who are giving higher wages and shorter hours to those 

they employ. Let’s go with Roosevelt! N.R.A. Committee … depression 

Sept. 14, 1933 – Files of 1896. A new barn is the latest improvement to the Princeton brewery. … 

business history 

Sept. 14, 1933 – The United States Civil Service Commission, at the request of the Postmaster General, 

announces a competitive examination for postmaster in this place. Princeton, salary $2100. 

Examinations for the Princeton office will be held in Ripon. … politics improvement 

Sept. 14, 1933 – The Princeton brewery delivered the first product on Friday afternoon. The beer, it is 

claimed, is of the very finest quality. … prohibition factory 

Sept. 21, 1933 – Files of 1896.  

Sept. 21, 1933 – Voters of the City of Princeton will go to the polls next month to decide whether the 

municipality will build a waterworks and sewer system at a cost of nearly $100,000, the funds to be 

secured through a loan from the federal government. The proposed loan would include a grant of about 

$30,000, leaving the remainder to be paid by the city. Notice of the election will be given at a later date. 

… improvement sewer 

Sept. 21, 1933 – Employment figures gathered by county volunteer NRA workers, under Chairman W. E. 

Cavanaugh, show the following in the communities that so far have reported. In the city of Princeton 

there are 59 out of employment. 94.5 percent response. … depression 

Sept. 21, 1933 – The present high school enrollment is 113. The largest previous enrollment was 110. Six 

years ago eight seats were added to the assembly room. The following year three more seats were 



added, and two years ago provision was made for the seating of six additional people. This year 

Princeton High School has three more students than seats. This large number necessitated placing one 

student in the office, one in the library and one occupying a seat jointly with another student. In the 

grades the enrollment is correspondingly large. The grammar room has 33 students, the intermediate 

room 43 and the primary room 42. … school 

Sept. 21, 1933 – A new filling station is being built on corner of East main and Washington streets. … 

business 

Sept. 21, 1933 – Paul Bubich, Chicago, the new braumeister, was an arrival last Monday and took charge 

of the Princeton Brewing Co. … prohibition factory 

Sept. 28, 1933 – Files of 1896. Oscar Tassler has purchased the saloon of G. Dreger and took possession 

July 1. … W. F. Corenke has sold his merry-go-round to Yearke and Nest, of Ripon. … business history 

Sept. 28, 1933 – Will Princeton vote water works? Princeton voters will go to the polls next month to 

decide whether the city will build a water works and sewer system, the funds to be secured through a 

loan from the federal government. The proposed loan would be the sum of $100,000. This sum, with a 

grant of $30,000, would leave the remainder, namely $70,000, to be paid by the city. Definite benefits to 

the public will result from the government’s program to loan communities money on the self-liquidating 

undertakings. Water works and sewage disposal plants will save contamination of rivers, the city would 

receive better fire protection, and, most of all, a substantial reduction of insurance rate. The village of 

Markesan has a water works system for the past number of years, and inquiry revealed that their 

insurance rate is 55 cents in the residential district, while that of Princeton is 85 cents per hundred 

dollars. Such expenditures are really the highest type of self-liquidating enterprises benefiting the 

greatest number of people. … A $100,000 water works and sewage system in Princeton can be made for 

$70,000. From the standpoint of giving employment or getting the greatest value for dollars spent, there 

was never a better time for the city of Princeton to make needed, self-liquidating improvements. … 

improvement sewer 

Sept. 28, 1933 – Ad announces the opening of the D.X. Service Station Saturday, September 30. Mid-

State Petroleum Co. John Ronspies, manager. … business 

Sept. 28, 1933 – Wisconsin Conservation Commission prohibits anyone from entering the Lake 

Puckaway Game Refuge from Sept. 29, 1933, to Dec. 20, 1933 to protect ducks and other wildlife. … 

sports 

Sept. 28, 1933 – Approximately 70 percent of stock in the new Farmers-Merchants National Bank has 

been subscribed for. … Oct. 19, 90 percent. … business 

Oct. 5, 1933 – Uncle Al Eygabroad celebrates 92nd birthday on Sunday, Oct. 1. Band plays his favorite 

song, “Marching Through Georgia.”  

Oct. 5, 1933 – Files if 1896. Henry Rose has rigged up an ice boat and when the wind blows can be seen 

spinning up and down the river at the rate of about a mile a minute. … E.R. Beebe elected school clerk to 

succeed Anton Rimpler, who served in that position for nine years. … Edward Falbe erecting ice house 

near the elevator. … history 



Oct. 5, 1933 – Frank Mueller Jr., after serving sentence at the state prison for a term of fourteen 

months, was pardoned and gained his freedom last Monday. … crime business 

Oct. 12, 1933 – In 1928 and 1929 Wisconsin led all states in construction of hard surfaced highways. … 

roads progress 

Oct. 12, 1933 – Princeton Water Works. For a long period certain wells in the city have been 

contaminated and have been condemned for drinking purposes. They, too, many of the wells are 

absolutely dry.  … improvement sewer 

Oct. 12, 1933 – Edward C. Reetz, of Neshkoro, dies.  

Oct. 12, 1933 – Files of 1897. Bert Shew, the drayman, has moved into the village. … Sherman G. Potter, 

Republican nominee for county judge … Stillwater is south of here about four miles … history 

Oct. 12, 1933 – The Princeton Eagles will sponsor a dance. … entertainment 

Oct. 12, 1933 – Those going to Ripon to take exam for Princeton post office: H. A. Megow, Martin M. 

Bednarek, Frank Wyse, Otto Warnke, Dr. Alfred Giese, Leo Bartol, John Nickodem, Mrs. Minnie Bednarek 

and Louis Schroeder. … improvement politics 

Oct. 12, 1933 – The Princeton brewery is making arrangement for a bottling department and Princeton 

bottled beer will be on the market in the very near future. This, of course, means extra help. When all 

completed the brewery will employ about twenty hands. … factory 

Oct. 12, 1933 – Two auction sale notices. … depression 

Oct 12, 1933 – H. E. Knutzen is manager of the Princeton office of the Wisconsin Telephone Company. 

Phone No. 1. … business 

Oct. 19, 1933 – No hunting of deer or bear will be permitted in Wisconsin this year. Due to the scarcity 

of animals 26 out of the 29 counties affected by the public hearings recently held voted against opening 

the season this fall. … sports 

Oct. 19, 1933 – Victor Yahr Sr., for many years a Princeton resident, for the past few months a citizen of 

Kiel, was killed early Thursday evening, October 12, in an automobile collision. He was traveling alone to 

Kiel from this city. He had been at Puckaway Lake on a duck hunting trip. The accident happened on a 

crossroad on County Trunk HH, two miles from his destination. The mishap was a smashup involving two 

cars. Mr. Yahr was thrown through the windshield and sustained lacerations and internal injuries. 

Passersby took him to Kiel and immediately sought medical aid. Examination revealed that the jugular 

vein had been severed. He was taken to the hospital at Plymouth where he passed away shortly after 

arrival. Mr. Yahr was born in Princeton on October 31, 1884, and was at the age of 48 years, 11 months 

and 11 days. He was united in marriage with Anna Krueger on July 7, 1906. … Mr. Yahr for many years 

conducted a grocery and general merchandise business in Princeton. For the past several months he was 

engaged in the grocery business in Kiel. Survivors include his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Yahr, sister 

and brother, as well as wife and four kids. … business health 

Oct. 19, 1933 – Very long, nice poem by V. W. Potter reminiscing about childhood friends during the 

days of the old stone school house. … history 



Oct. 19, 1933 – Files of 1897.  

Oct. 19, 1933 – Wilfred Mills was awarded a silver loving cup by the Mid-State Baseball League for the 

highest batting average in the league. … sports 

Oct. 19, 1933 – A. L. Van Dyke, proprietor, opens Van Dyke’s Cash Grocery in the Kidman building 

Saturday, Oct. 21. Will carry a complete line of fresh groceries, fruits and vegetables – new stock. … 

business 

Oct. 26, 1933 – Files of 1897. It is contrary to a law now in fore in Wisconsin to sell a person under 21 a 

cigarette. … Frank Tucker named postmaster. … John Flowers, president of the St. Marie butter and 

cheese factory, has fourteen men at work on the building. … John Ernst residence, corner Farmer and 

Harvard. A new porch has been built and other improvements made.  … business history 

Oct. 25, 1933 – Organization of the green Lake County Compliance Board of the N.R.A. (National 

Recovery Act????) was effected last week Thursday at a meeting held in this city. Nine-member board 

includes Princeton residents Wm. Huenerberg, one of two board members representing employees; 

four people representing employers; Jennie Lichtenberg, of Princeton, represents consumers; L. I. 

Krieser, Princeton, attorney for said board. … “Complaints as to any violation of the president’s 

agreement or of the various approved codes may be made to any of the nine members of the 

compliance board. Upon complaints being property made in writing and filed, an investigation will be 

made, and such recommendations made to effect a true compliance with the agreement or code. … 

depression 

Oct. 26, 1933 – Nov. 7-8. Prof. James J. Lacey will demonstrate killing and cutting meat carcasses, 

another professor will show killing and dressing of poultry, and a home economics specialist will show 

how to can chicken and pork. “These are the first farm meetings of this kind in the state. The loss of 

purchasing power has forced farmers to produce more of the family living. The proper curing and 

canning of meat to prevent spoiling is a major item in this program.  … farm progress 

Oct. 26, 1933 – Princeton Tire and Vulcanizing Shop is located on the front part of the Max King shop. 

Leslie scantlin. … business 

Nov. 2, 1933 – On account of the expense of heating, the library will be open only on Saturday evenings, 

from 7 to 9, beginning November 1st. … improvement library 

Nov. 2, 1933 – Under the auspices of the local high school, a lecture demonstration of the “Wonders of 

Modern Electricity” was given Tuesday of last week at the assembly room of the school. Engineers and 

technicians of the Milwaukee School of Engineering, with more than thirty years’ experience in electrical 

laboratory research, have perfected over 50 experiments for this demonstration. Princeton saw many 

electrical wonders that was thought to be impossible – black magic we would have called it years ago. 

Here are some of the amazing things we saw: 50,000 or 500,000 volts pass through the human body; 

how television works; photo-electrical cell in operation; radio and its mysteries; a wire heated to 4000 

degrees above zero; electromagnetic waves magnetism producing lifting magnets; the talking arc light; 

freezing fruit and meat at 110 degrees below zero. These and many more marvels were seen.  … 

entertainment 



Nov. 2, 1933 – Albert K. Eygabroad obit. (Uncle Al) Born in New York, came to Pleasant Valley as infant, 

enlisted at Manchester on March 18, 1864, Company F, 36th Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He 

was wounded at the Battle of Petersburg, Virginia, on June 18, 1864. On Aug. 25, 1864, while in action at 

Cold Harbor, Virginia, he was captured and taken prisoner, sent to Libby prison, where he remained for 

a period of about two weeks. He was then transferred to Belle Isle, Virginia, stockage, where he was 

held prisoner for six weeks. He was again transferred to Salisbury, North Carolina, where he remained a 

prisoner until February 28, 1865, at which time he was taken to Baltimore, Maryland, where on account 

of his frail and starving condition, he was exchange and returned to Wisconsin. Due to the hardships 

enduring during the six months and three days he was held prisoner, he contracted typhoid fever. Upon 

his return to Wisconsin, not fully recovering rom the fever, was mustered out and received his 

honorable discharge at Madison, Wisconsin, on May 23rd, 1865. As a direct result of his prison life in the 

three Southern stockades named above and the typhoid fever, his eyes became affected, which finally 

terminated in his losing his eyesight. Uncle Al was one of the original members and organizers of the 

Wallace Dantz Post of the Grand Army of the Republic at Princeton, Wisconsin, and the last surviving 

member. By occupation Uncle Al was a carpenter and farmer. … Uncle Al has lived in the city of 

Princeton, Wisconsin, continuously since 1901. He was a member and loyal supporter of the Community 

church; he was loved and cherished by all who knew him. A true soldier in peace as in war, always a 

staunch supporter of charity, honesty and justice. A full military funeral was given to Uncle Al by the 

American Legion Post No. 366 of Princeton, Wisconsin, at 2 p.m. October 29th, 1933, which was 

attended by many from neighboring cities. Comrade August F. Glassman, of Markesan, the only 

surviving member of the Grand Army of the Republic in this section of Wisconsin, was present and 

offered an appropriate prayer at the grave for his departed comrade and friend. … history 1860s 

Nov. 2, 1933 – Wheat production and acreage statements of members of the Wheat Production Control 

Association of Green Lake County: Town of Princeton. Anton A. Novak, Sec. 21 – 159 A, 1930, - 10 A, 148 

bu; 1931 – 12 A., 167 bu.; 1932 – 8 A., 110 bu.; 3-year av. 10 A, 141 2/3 bu.; 1933 – 10 A. … Town of 

Brooklyn: Joseph Bartel, sec. 27, 23, 240 A, 1930 – 15 A, 200 bu; 1931 – 15 A., 240 bu; 1932, 10 A., 150 

bu; 3-yr. a. 13.3 A., 196.6 bu. 1933, 12 A. … farm progress depression 

Nov. 9, 1933 – Files of 1897. 

Nov. 9, 1933 – On Thursday of last week, Conservator E. H. Mevis, of the Farmers-Merchants National 

Bank, accompanied by F. W. Schmidt, H. Swed, Herman Weber, Otto Zanto and J. B Zodrow motored to 

Chicago to meet with the Chief National Bank Examiner relative to the confirmation of the Federal 

Department to the proposed board of directors for the new National Bank. The plans have been 

perfected to the point where the stock has been subscribed for, and under the proposed plan, which 

was submitted by the Federal Department, the new board of directors must meet with the approval of 

that department. Therefore, these gentlemen decided to meet with the officials in Chicago in order to 

save time, and upon their return were optimistic in their reports that there should be no further 

hindrance in proceeding with the reorganization plans. Some idea of the amount of work that is being 

taken care of and the amount of time that is required in order to get the various steps approved may be 

obtained when one stops to consider that all national banks in the whole United States must be taken 

care of through the central office at Washington, D.C. … Mr. Mevis states that the next step will be the 

filing of claims against the bank, so the exact amount of all liabilities may be ascertained and made part 

of the contract to be submitted to the Comptroller of Currency. However, no further obstacles appear to 



be in the path for the successful completion of the plans before the close of the year.j … depression 

business 

Nov. 9, 1933 – It is very important that the citizens of our city vote ‘YES’ for the resolution to establish a 

city-owned water works and sewage plant. The benefit to be gained of such a project are worth far more 

than their cost. Cheap water will attract business and industry to the city, better fire protection will 

result in reduced insurance rates; pure water and proper sewage disposal will result in less 

contamination, less sickness and better sanitary conditions. The immediate benefit will be the reduction 

of unemployment and relief. Jobs will be created for some of our local people, and business will increase 

accordingly to meet the demands of workers. The cost of the project will be paid for by self-liquidating 

bonds and a loan from the Federal Government. In addition, the Federal Government is willing to help 

with a liberal grant of $30,000. Many cities and municipalities have recently voted in favor of such 

projects because of the advantages offered at the present time. The people of our city should not reject 

this opportunity or favor and postpone action on setting up a water and sewage plant of their own. The 

election will be held in the several voting precincts next Tuesday, Nov. 14. DON’T FAIL TO VOTE. … 

improvement sewer 

Nov. 9, 1933 – Long story on inequalities of rural education … schools 

Nov. 9, 1933 – Dr. Mueller has hunting preserve. … sports 

Nov. 9, 1933 – Hyman Swed buys entire stock of NIckodem goods. … business 

Nov. 9, 1933 – New management at the Opera House. Who?j … entertainment business 

Nov. 9, 1933 – Facsimile ballot for water works referendum. National Industrial Recovery Act. … 

improvement sewer 

Nov. 16, 1933 – Files of 1897. Baseball story “After many days Princeton’s team won a game of ball; 

after many disappointments the damask features of our fans are now adorned with broad, large, two-

for-a-quarter smiles … history 

Nov. 16, 1933 – Last Monday evening a large assemblage gathered at the auditorium to listen to 

speeches by Dr. Harper of the State Board of Health and an assistant of the same office, also Atty. L. I. 

Krieser and Engineer McMahon. These men spoke on the waterworks question of this city and in a 

thorough manner explained the good derived from waterworks and sewage systems, also the sanitation 

and convenience it affords. All gave an interesting and much appreciated talk. H.O. Giese acted as 

chairman of the meeting. … The water works and sewage disposal project voted on in the several wards 

in this city last Tuesday was carried by a large vote. A splendid criterion that Princeton people realize the 

necessity of a project of this kind and at the same time having in mind the sanitation and convenience it 

affords. Possibly due to the cold weather prevailing that day, only a small vote was cast. Following is the 

result of the three wards: First ward – 185 votes for the project, 26 votes against; Second ward – 210 

votes in favor, 9 votes against; Third ward – 109 votes for the project, 26 votes against. There was a total 

of 565 votes cast with 504 in favor and 61 opposing. … improvement sewer 

Nov. 16, 1933 – Green Lake County will receive 700 pounds of government pork for dependent families. 

… depression 

Nov. 16, 1933 – Cozee Beauty Shoppe over Wachholz store under new management. … business 



Nov. 16, 1933 – Mr. and Mrs. Charles Marquardt, in the restaurant business for the past number of 

years, have discontinued and have taken up their home in the Herman Westfield residence, Water 

street. Rumor has it that Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jeske will take over the restaurant. … business 

Nov. 16, 1933 – Arthur Freitag and Walter Golz have taken possession of the local Opera House. On 

every Sunday evening a movie show will be given. … entertainment 

Nov. 23, 1933 – Files of 1897. St Marie creamery opens. … We are glad graveling the roads is becoming 

popular enough in this part of the state to be an incentive to do what has been done. It will only be a 

matter of a few years when all the sandy roads will be graveled and we can realize then how many years 

of foolish road working has been spent. There is gravel in reach of nearly every mile of road in this 

section and it will pay to put it on the highways. The Dartford road has been graveled out a mile or 

more, and every foot of it is road worn energy well spent. If this agitation and graveling of roads had 

been commenced a score or more of years ago, the result would have been past comprehension in favor 

of our village. … history 

Nov. 23, 1933 – The opening of a new restaurant in this city, schedule for last Friday evening, was 

indefinitely delayed at 1 o’clock that afternoon when a gasoline stove exploded, blew out the front of 

the building and broke all windows on the ground floor. There persons were badly burned: Frank Jeske, 

burns to both hands and arms above the wrists, severe burn to the right leg; Mrs. Jeske, burns on both 

legs to the knees, burns on both arms to the elbows; Mrs. Mary Sharapata, burns to one leg. The parties 

were treated by physicians of the city. After several days of preparation, Mr. and Mrs. Jeske were ready 

for the opening of their new restaurant, located in the Andrew Schultz building on Water street and 

recently vacated by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Marquardt. Mr. Jeske was assisting that afternoon in the 

finishing touches. He was engaged in cleaning the gasoline stove in the kitchen located in the extreme 

corner of the building. Ten feet away stood an oil heater. His wife and Mrs. Sharapata were in the room 

with him. As Mr. Jeske drained the stove’s tank of gasoline, the flames in the heater ignited the fume-

filled kitchen. The explosion was heard for blocks. Under the circumstances, it was held that the trio 

escaped luckily. The two women will recover speedily, but it will require time for Mr. Jeske to have his 

hands and arms restored to normal. Considerable damage was done to the kitchen by smoke and fire. 

The local fire department was called, and the fire was extinguished with chemicals. … business 

Nov. 23, 1933 – John Manthey trapped a fine otter last Saturday, making it the third of the same specia 

he caught. The animal was on display in the show window of the G. J. Knaack hardware store. … sports 

Nov. 23, 1933 – Ted Tanner is contemplating of opening a tavern in the R. G. Wachholz building in the 

near future. … business … don’t think this happened. Tanner is in Block C next year 

Nov. 30, 1933 – Files of 1897. The work of rebuilding the Princeton lock is progressing rapidly. … L. E. 

Leighton has commenced the erection of a fine barn on his premises, corner of Farmer and Howard 

(must mean Harvard) streets. The building will be 31x46 in size, erected on a stone foundation. In 

connection thereto he contemplates putting in a windmill with pipe sufficient to supply his house with 

water for both stories, his barn and elsewhere about the premises it may be needed. … history 

Nov. 30, 1933 – Thirty unemployed men were placed at work under the federal re-employment program 

last Saturday by W. A. Gorr, Charles Nickodem and J. L. Bartol, supervisors of their respective wards. 

Instructions were received last Friday afternoon from the re-employment headquarters in Madison. 



Unemployed were given the jobs on projects which are part of the normal municipality undertakings. 

The workmen are to be paid 50 cents an hour and given a total of 30 hours per week. The supervisors 

were instructed to line up enough work to keep the unemployed busy until February 15, 1934. They 

were given the authority to employ as many as 30 men. Preference is given to heads of families or single 

men who have dependents, such as aged parents or relatives. Those employed are to be divided, as far 

as possible, between those on relief and non-relief. Unemployed single men without dependents are to 

receive work only when the others out of jobs have all been taken on, according to headquarters. The 

men at the present time are on County Trunk J heading toward Berlin. Their work consists in cleaning 

away brush, building culverts, etc. … depression  

Nov. 30, 1933 – Dayton school closed for two weeks due to chicken pox epidemic. … school health 

Dec. 7, 1933 – William Whittemore obit. 76. Had been ill for several years. Lived in Oshkosh. He was 

engaged in the jewelry business in this city for many years. In 1907 he went to Oshkosh and followed 

the same vocation until about 10 weeks ago, when he returned here taking up his home with his son, 

Lee. … business history 

Dec. 7, 1933 – New dam on Fox River at Montello. …  

Dec. 7, 1933 – The City Park Board on the Civil work was allotted the sum of $2,000 for the improvement 

of the local park. A number of men are now employed in planting elm trees and coating the park with 

about 6 inches of good soil. In the spring will be reseeded. … Dec. 14 – We were given the following 

information relative the park project: The original approval by the county director was 3,740 hours in 

park and airport, due to the fact, however, the airport was taken from the list of improvements. The 

park then was allotted 3,000 hours at 50 cents per hour for hand labor, 250 hours team labor at 50 cents 

per hour, and 250 hours truck labor at 80 cents an hour. Later the Park Board, through Frank Baschkal, 

county administrator, who was in the city last Monday, confirmed a total allotment for the park of 5, 

280 hours, an increase of 1,634 hours, making a total money value of $2,642. … improvement park 

airport 

Dec. 7, 1933 – Guy Johnson manager of the local brewery. … factory 

Dec. 14, 1933 – Wesley Ladwig, Milwaukee, was a Princeton caller last Sunday. Rumor has it that Mr. 

Ladwig contemplates taking over the local Opera House in the near future. New machinery for the 

movies are to be installed. … business entertainment 

Dec. 21, 1933 – Files of 1897.  

Dec. 21, 1933 – Greeting ads from local businesses. 

Dec. 28, 1933 – Files of 1897l  

Dec. 28, 1933 – On December 26th, a belated Christmas present was received by Mr. Mevis, cashier of 

the new organized Farmers-Merchants National Bank in Princeton, in the form of a telephone call from 

the Federal officials at Washington, D.C., informing him that a Charter was being issued authorizing the 

new bank to open for business. With the formation of the new bank, depositors in the old institution will 

immediately have 70 percent of their claims released and the same will be paid out by the new bank. 

Deposits in the newly formed organization will be insured under the U.S. government insurance plan 

and the necessity for hoarding money should be removed with this protection. … It will be a mighty fine 



thing for the community to again have two operating banks, and with the depositors of the old National 

Bank being able to obtain a release of the major portion of their accounts, it will do much toward 

helping conditions in this vicinity. Hyman Swed will act as president of the newly formed organization 

and J. B. Zodrow will assume the office of vice president. E. H. Mevis has been appointed cashier and C. 

A. Miller, assistant cashier, with Norman Reetz taking care of the duties of bookkeeper. The board of 

directors consists of Hyman Swed, J. B. Zodrow, Otto Zanto, Herman Weber and F. W. Schmidt. … The 

actual opening date has not been set at this time, but the management has informed the Republic that 

the new institution will be open for business at least by Jan 2, 1934, which will be good news to the 

entire community. … depression business 

Dec. 28, 1933 – Formal notice is being served on transients of the state that the day of free 

transportation is nearing an end, and that after Jan. 1 those who make use of the “side-door Pullmans” 

will find themselves in difficulty. … depression 

1934 

Jan. 4, 1934 – Files of 1897.  

Jan. 4, 1934 – Official notice from Treasury Department, Dec. 26, 1933, that bank can reopen. “Farmers-

Merchants National Bank in Princeton in the city of Princeton in the county of Green Lake and State of 

Wisconsin has complied with all the provisions of the Statutes of the United States” and “is authorized 

to commence the business of Banking as provided in Section Fifty one hundred and sixty nine of the 

Revised Statutes of the United States.” J. F. T. O’Connor, Comptroller of the Currency … depression 

business 

Jan. 4, 1934 – Notice is given that after fifteen days after the 2nd of January, 1934, the provision of 

Section 206 of the Acts of Congress of March 9, 1933, with respect to the segregation and use of 

deposits received during the conservatorship of said bank, will be no longer be effective. Accordingly, 

persons having such deposits with the conservator will immediately call upon the conservator for the 

delivery of said deposits. Any deposits remaining in the hand of the conservator at the termination of 

the fifteen days period will be deposited in “Farmers-Merchants National Bank in Princeton” to the 

account of the respective depositors. – E. H. Mevis, conservator … depression business 

Jan. 4, 1934 – “Farmers-Merchants National Bank in Princeton” ad: “We are pleased to announce to the 

public that the Comptroller of the Currency has issued a Charter to this Bank and a Federal License has 

been granted to commence the business of banking. … The past history written by the banks of this 

community may not be as pleasant as it might have been. However, we are now beginning a new year, 

and the past records have all been cleared. In this institution we are fully resolved to do all in our power 

to give the best that any banking institution may offer to any community. … Deposits in this bank are 

insured under the U.S. government insurance plan. … There is no cause to worry in the future over the 

loss of funds deposited in banks offering this protection.” Interest rate on savings accounts and 

certificates of deposit remains at 3 percent. … depression business 

Jan. 4, 1934 – Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jeske have recently opened their restaurant in the Andrew Schultz 

building. … business 

Jan. 4, 1934 – Tiger Brew in ½-gallon bottles. Try it in your family. Price $1.40 per case and 40 cents 

bottle deposit. Four bottles to case – 2 gal. beer. Princeton Brewing Co. … Remember the date – January 



4, 1934 – Princeton Brewery Dance. The Tiger, with its pleasing Purr invites you one and all. … Feature 

attraction – Fan Dancer. Admission and lunch free. Ken Roberts and his eight-piece orchestra will furnish 

the music. …. Jan. 11 – An estimated crowd of 1,000 people were in attendance at the dance sponsored 

by the employees of the Princeton Brewery at the auditorium on Thursday evening of last week – the 

largest assemblage in the history of that building. Several hundred people left, we are informed, 

because of lack of standing room. Admission to the dance as well as lunch was free. Ken Roberts and his 

eight-piece orchestra had been engaged and as always furnished excellent music for the dancers. 

However, the main attraction of the evening’s entertainment was the fan dancer who appeared on the 

floor several times in her dances. Six barrels of beer was sold, the profit going to the city park board. … 

prohibition factory 

Jan. 11, 1934 – Files of 1897. The Hennig building, just west of the bakery, is well along and fills at last a 

portion of the “burned district.” … history 

Jan. 11, 1934 – Attorney G. E. Ostrander returns to Princeton from Sheboygan. Office on second floor of 

Megow building. … business 

Jan. 11, 1934 – The celebration of the 50th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Novak Sr., pioneer 

residents of Princeton, took place on Saturday, January 6. 8 living children. 3 passed away. … bartel 

Jan. 11, 1934 – Through the fine cooperation and untiring efforts of Dr. O. P. Schnetzky and Frank Giese, 

this city was allotted the handsome sum of $12,928.75 under the CWA. The sum of $2,402.45 was 

allotted to the city park for improvements. This sum was expended in covering the park with rich soil 

which will be reseeded in the spring with lawn grass, also 75 fine trees, elm and ash have been planted. 

The auditorium was given the sum of $412.50 for painting and painters are now engaged in painting the 

interior. The sum of $404.50 was allotted the City Hall for painting. Work on this project will begin in a 

few days. The city air port gets the sum of $9,684.30 for improvements. Work will begin next Friday 

when the hill on the south end of the port will be taken down and the dirt to the north end to fill the 

lower places. The hill was extremely covered with hay to keep away the frost and for this an extra 

amount of $25 was allowed. Making a total sum of $12,928.75. The rumor that this amount of money 

will be collected in taxes is ungrounded. … improvement park airport depression 

Jan. 11, 1934 – R. H. Miller & Son cigar factory, recently underwent a change in proprietorship. The 

factory conducted by R. H. Miller and son, Hugo, for the past number of years have turned over the 

establishment to Edwin Miller who will conduct the business in the future. Edwin has been connected as 

an employee in the factory for many years and is well versed in all its phases.  … factory 

Jan. 11, 1934 – The Red Cross delivered nineteen Christmas baskets to needy families. … depression 

Jan. 11, 1934 – The Princeton Opera House will be under a new management in the month of February. 

Wesley Ladwig, formerly of this city, now of Milwaukee, has taken over the building. His plans are to 

replace the old machinery with an entire new outfit and promises are made that Princeton’s movie 

show will rank among the best in the state. Mr. Ladwig now being engaged in the restaurant business in 

Milwaukee will continue same and return here the fore part of next month. … business entertainment 

Jan. 18, 1934 – Files of 1897. Dr. Racek and family are back in their own home on Short St. The house 

has been handsomely improved and remodeled by mason, carpenter and painter, and is complete with 

new furnace, etc. … Will Whittemore, after battling with a period of sickness and a fire that utterly 



destroyed his stock at his place of business, is again on his feet and hard at work in Behm’s block. … 

business history 

Jan. 25, 1934 – CWA – Civil Works Administration set to expire Feb. 15 but Roosevelt wants it continued 

to May 1. … depression 

Jan. 18, 1934 – City tax roll completed. … improvement 

Jan. 18, 1934 – The Princeton post of the American Legion is this week beginning its greatest project for 

the benefit of the community. At the last meeting held last Thursday it was voted to sponsor the 

vaccinations against small pox and immunization against diphtheria … every child in the city of Princeton 

whether their parents are Legion members or not. In view of the fact that there have been cases of 

small pox and diphtheria in the neighborhood, all parents owe it to their children to give them all 

protection possible. … Legion vaccination for smallpox will take place Tuesday, Jan. 30, at the Legion 

rooms, beginning at 1 o’clock p.m. All children up to and including high school. … health 

Jan. 18, 1934 – Looks like Grahn garage will be sold at foreclosure auction. Julius Dreger vs. William A. 

and Clara Grahn and Princeton State Bank. Lot 7, block D? Herman H Krueger of Princeton owns a one-

half interest in the north wall of the garage situated on the premises.  … business 

Jan. 25, 1934 – Files of 1897. We understand that J. F. Warnke has purchased the Graff grocery store in 

the Luedtke block. … business 

Jan. 25, 1934 – An opportunity will be given to citizens of Princeton to enroll in an evening school 

conducted at the Princeton High School. Members of the high school faculty will conduct classes in 

agriculture, domestic science, practical English, business training, shorthand, typing. Where the number 

of interested parties is insufficient to make it worthwhile, courses will not be conducted. The school will 

be conducted for a period of six weeks and will be open to adults and persons above high school age. 

Classes will meet once each week. … There will be no charges or fees in connection with these courses. 

… depression school 

Feb. 1, 1934 – Files of 1897.  Ed. Teske Jr. recently moved into the Ed. Frank residence corner of 

Wisconsin and Clinton streets. … Ground is broken for a cellar for another neat residence on the Gorr 

property just south of the Lutheran church. … Albert Polfuss constructing fine residence on block T, 

corner of Clinton and Dodge streets. … County seat removal to Berlin debate … history 

Feb. 1, 1934 – Yesterday afternoon 230 children were vaccinated against smallpox at the Legion rooms.  

Feb. 1, 1934 – Eulogy of Geo. V. Kelley written by Arthur Dietz, Waushara county superintendent of 

schools: When the county superintendents throughout Wisconsin convened at Madison for a two-day 

session last December there was one familiar, revered and pre-eminent veteran of many years standing 

that was missing, namely the late George V. Kelley, of Princeton, who administered the educational 

interests of green Lake County for a period of over thirty years with marked efficiency and an 

unwavering devotion to duty. … George V. Kelley measured up to the full stature of a county 

superintendent and to the ethics of a gentleman. Mr. Kelley was no ordinary administrator of a county 

school system. He towered far above average in the dynamics of a virile, progressive, diligent and 

energetic leadership. … It was always a rare treat to hear him lift his voice at conventions in Madison, at 

teachers institutes and public gatherings. He was a gifted and eloquent speaker. He was a pioneer in 



many laudable undertakings for the broadening and enhancement of rural education not only in his own 

county but in the state as a whole. He was in the vanguard blazing trails for worthy projects that were 

later instituted by others. … His initiative and pioneering efforts were manifest in 4-H Club activities long 

before the advent of a county agent, school fairs, a county health program, central school graduations 

and supervised music in our rural schools are some of the other enterprises which he initiated with 

enthusiasm and to a successful conclusion. … George V. Kelley typified everything that was good and 

true and ennobling in the sphere of human endeavor. The imprint of his radiant personality, the 

integrity of his sterling character, and more especially his notable contributions for the enrichment of 

rural education will never be effaced from the scroll of Wisconsin’s most distinguished and estimable 

educators. In short, he was one of God’s noblemen, a real friend, a kind neighbor and a public 

benefactor. … improvement park libel 

Feb. 1, 1934 – Free dance at Uncle Tom’s Cabin, formerly West Side End. … entertainment 

Feb. 8, 1934 – The motion sound engineer of Milwaukee has arrived in Princeton and is installing the 

new movie sound equipment at the Princeton Opera House. The work will be completed in tine for the 

first picture scheduled to be shown this coming Saturday and Sunday evening. A record crowd is 

expected as this is the first picture to run in Princeton in some time and the first with the new sound. 

The equipment is of the very latest design and everyone will want to hear it. W. J. Ladwig, the new 

manager, has informed us that he has booked some of the outstanding successes of this year and will 

begin with Warner Bros. special “Footlight Parade.” That picture has an all-star cast including Joan 

Blondell, James Cagney, Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Guy Kibbee and others. This will be followed 

Wednesday and Thursday evening with Cecil B. De Mille’s latest, “This Day and Age.” A real treat is 

promised. … business entertainment 

Feb. 8, 1934 – Masquerade ball held by City Park Board at Auditorium. 339 tickets sold. First prize: 

Marion Marquardt, Norma Knaack, Genevieve Bartol, Verna Grahn. … entertainment 

Feb. 8, 1934 – Senator Morley G. Kelly was in the city recently and gave the information that he is doing 

everything at Madison to get Highway 23 between Princeton and Montello paved this summer. He is 

making a strong demand at Madison that the highway be paved with concrete, but it is known the 

highway department officials plan to use black top this year because the cost runs between $8,000 and 

$10,000 per mile, whereas the expense of laying concrete is about three times that amount. Highway 23 

toward Montello is paved with black top to the Marquette county line. If the project goes through, 

paving will begin from that point. … roads progress 

Feb. 8, 1934 – Gustave Doepke, this city, clerk of Green Lake county, was found not guilty of violating 

the corrupt practices act by a Green Lake county circuit court jury Friday afternoon about 3:30 o’clock. 

The jury deliberated the case an hour. The case resulted from the handbills distributed in the campaign 

prior to the 1932 election. Large crowds attended the trial. The state on relation of John Birkhor charged 

Doepke, the successful candidate, with having violated the corrupt practices act of state. … crime politics 

Feb. 8, 1934 – Files of 1897. Wm. Knobloch died last Thursday afternoon. Some two months ago Mr. 

Knobloch fell from the top of a pair of stairs in the rear of John Hennig’s bakery. His spine was badly 

injured, and from that hour he has lain utterly helpless, unable to move. Death ended his sufferings at 

the above noted. He was 54 years of age. … history 



Feb. 8, 1934 – Lawsonia is to be sold to the highest bidder on March 17th by sheriff John F. Kasierski. … 

Lawsonia 

Feb. 8, 1934 – The Middlestaedt home on Water street, opposite the high school, is for sale. …  

Feb. 8, 1934 – Leo Bartol, Town St. Marie, barely escaped with his life the latter part of last week when 

he was attacked by an ugly bull. He sustained several broken ribs, fractured arm and badly bruised about 

the body. … 

Feb. 15, 1934 – Files of 1897. Edward Hennig has moved his barber outfit into the new building owned 

by his father. … business history 

Feb. 22, 1934 – At the last meeting of the Woman’s club the following were appointed members of a 

library board to assist in the usefulness and growth of our library: E. H. Mevis, Mrs. A. G. Giese, Gust. 

Teske, Mrs. G. G. Mueller, 5Mrs. Ernest Hiestand, Mrs. Hyman Swed. Advisory members: E Lang, Miss 

Davis. … improvement library 

Feb. 22, 1934 – Basketball tournament at auditorium Feb. 27-March 1. Eight teams include two from 

Princeton: American Legion and Tiger Brewsl … sports 

Feb. 22, 1934 – Files of 1897.  

Feb. 22, 1934 – Government reviewing Princeton’s sewer and water project. All public works funds have 

been allocated and future construction suspended unless additional appropriation is approved this 

session. … improvement sewer 

March 1, 1934 – Files of 1897. New St. Marie creamery ships its first installment of butter from this 

section yesterday. … The post office changed hands Saturday night. E. T. Frank retiring after a service of 

four years and Frank Tucker taking his place. … H. H. Harmon re-elected treasurer. He has served 17 

years on board. … history 

March 1, 1934 – Because cases of smallpox have been reported in this vicinity many people are being 

vaccinated against the disease. A few weeks ago, 230 school children were vaccinated against smallpox 

when the American Legion supplied free serum. The Legion will sponsor a diphtheria immunization 

program here the first week of March. (March 9) … health 

March 1, 1934 – Richard H. Miller obit. Cigar maker. 69. Move to Princeton in 1901 and engaged in cigar 

making.  … factory 

March 1, 1934 – Green Lake county National Reemployment Office reports that 27 placements were 

made for every 100 registrations in the office up to Feb. 1. Exactly 1,509 persons have registered at the 

Green Lake county office during the same period. This is 11? Percent of Green Lake county’s population 

of 13,913 or 11 persons per 100 population. … depression 

March 1, 1934 – Wm. Fenske – Have taken over the garage of Wm. A Grahn and am in position to do all 

repairing of automobiles.  … business 

March 8, 1934 – Files of 1897. 

March 8, 1934 – The Lawsonia, the estate developed by the late Mr. and Mrs. Victor Lawson into a 

playground for the middle west’s wealthy at a cost of $3,000,000 will be sold at public auction at the 



Green Lake county courthouse, Green Lake, on March 17 by Sheriff John F. Kasierski. Chicago Realty 

Corporation holds the first mortgage for approximately $140,000. … Lawsonia 

March 8, 1934 – More than 200 sportsmen of Green Lake County met at the auditorium, this city, last 

Friday evening and elected the following county game committee as a cooperative body to aid the 

Wisconsin Conservation Commission: H. O. Giese (insurance and electric light department manager), 

Princeton; R. J. Knopf, Berlin; Lester Mumbrue, Markesan. … Deputy Game Warden D. O. Trainor said 

the purpose of the commission is more efficiently administering game management in Wisconsin and 

particularly the annual game surveys and the establishment of game seasons. … State’s 71 counties 

were divided into nine game districts; a warden in each district serves as district game supervisor.  … 

sports 

March 8, 1934 – The improvement of the Princeton airport which has been under way for the past 

number of weeks is at a standstill. Rumor has it that this project has been abandoned. … improvement 

airport depression 

March 8, 1934 – The I.G.A. Store who occupied the Mrs. S. E. Mackowski store, lower Water street, are 

now located in the R. G. Wachholz store building. … business 

March 8, 1934 – Resolution passed Feb. 26 by common council: City will pay local physicians 20 cents for 

each vaccination for the prevention of smallpox from Feb. 22-26 on persons who are legal residents of 

the city provided doctors have not been otherwise compensated. … health 

March 15, 1934 – Files of 1898. Tarantula at Shew grocery. … F.M. Caldwell rents gallery for one year to 

Fred H. Pierce. … Fred Schendel putting in acetyline outfit to light hotel. … Fire in A.A. Manthey store in 

the old Green building. Building damaged considerably. … business history 

March 15, 1934 – The public library which for the past year has been located in the American Legion 

rooms is now being moved to the rooms above Dr. Giese’s dental office. These rooms have been 

redecorated and make a very pleasant and roomy library. … A reading table is to be installed for those 

who care to stay awhile and read. … The library will be open twice a week for the present – Wednesday 

afternoons from 3 to 5 and Saturday evenings 7 to 9. … list of recent donations. … April 5 - Circulation of 

books for 1934: January 275, 174 February and 560 March. … improvement library 

March 22, 1934 – Files of 1898.  

March 22, 1934 – The Princeton City airport is one of the busiest places in Green Lake county. On last 

Monday work was resumed with 50 men on the job. Work will be carried on six days of the week divided 

into three shifts of 17 men each. Four large trucks, one large power shovel and a power grader are being 

used. Monday and Wednesday ditching on the north end of the port was in progress. The ditch is being 

led through the deer yard. The project was approved last Sunday by the CWA airport adviser, A. D. 

Murphy, who was in this city to attend a meeting. Dr O. P. Schnetzky was appointed supervisor. Hugo 

Miller safety man. Timekeepers are Edward Haberman, Chris. Peterson and Elmer Kletzke. Foremen are 

Jake Dugenske and Frank Novak with an additional foreman to be appointed. Twenty-five men are 

engaged from the city and 25 men from the surrounding community. There will be two long runways. 

When the project is completed, Princeton will boast of one of the finest airports in the state of 

Wisconsin. … depression improvement airport 



March 29, 1934 – The CWA program is rapidly nearing completion. Many of the local merchants have 

now received checks for the materials they furnished for local projects, while nearly all individuals who 

furnished teams or trucks have been paid either on weekly payrolls or on vouchers. … depression 

April 5, 1934 – Files of 1898. Ador Manthey is now doing business in the room just east of where he was 

burned out a few days since. … business history 

April 5, 1934 – Philip Lehner Sr. (member of school board for 15 years) defeats incumbent Wm. Gorr to 

become mayor. “I promise you an honest and efficient administration as successful as possible under 

the conditions that confront us. … In the office of mayor I propose to give you the same quality of 

service as I have given you on the school board, where our rule is that every question must be decided 

according to the right, without fear or favor.” Lehner 335. W. A. Gorr 235. H.A. Megow 156. … politics 

April 5, 1934 – Mrs. Clara B. Hoyer obit. 

April 5, 1934 – Election. Shall an old age pension system be adopted. Town of Princeton defeats 

proposal by six votes, St. Marie favors by 11, city shows 345 for and 149 against.  … politics 

April 5, 1934 – The CWA closed at midnight last Saturday over the entire country. … depression 

April 5, 1934 – Ad for Tiger Brew, ‘The Beer with a Purr’ – Princeton Brewing Company, Est. 1866. Tiger 

Brew $1.75 case, $1.40 for four half-gallon bottles for Picnics. … prohibition factory 

April 5, 1934 – Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Bartol, longtime residents of Princeton, sold their farm recently to 

Irwin Sherwood, Green Lake, and on last Monday left for Milwaukee where they are taking up their 

residence on a farm located near Highway 55.  …  

April 12, 1934 – Files of 1898.  

April 12, 1934 – The War Department Wednesday approved an appropriation for the dam at Appleton to 

be rebuilt and a program for 27 locks and 16 dams to make a six-foot channel from De Pere to Montello 

and a four-foot channel from Montello to Portage. … river improvement 

April 12, 1934 – Airport workers give Dr. O. P. Schnetzky an all leather gentleman’s accommodation 

traveling case for his work on airport without compensation of any kind. He says: “There is but one 

regret on my part and that is that we could not secure more work and allotment for our city than we 

did; having paid our more than $5,500 in labor for our community, and sorry that it was not ten times 

that  wamount. From information the airport will be completed and I trust that I may again have the 

pleasure of your cooperation when the fund for more machinery are secured, I shall spare no efforts to 

complete the airport.” … depression improvement airport 

April 12, 1934 – Frank Kalupa is manager of the West Side Grocery. … business 

April 19, 1934 – Files of 1897. About 1200 bushels of beans were marketed in Princeton Monday. The 

market took a jump of about 12 cents. … Mrs. J. Kreb requests us to say that none of their houses are 

haunted and no ghosts are stalking abroad in the silent hours of the night making their headquarters at 

the old cottage in St. Marie.  ... history 

April 19, 1934 – Mayor Philip Lehner appoints son city attorney and replaces H. O. Giese with O. C. 

Warnke as manager of the electric light department, and Frank Beyer to succeed L. A. Merrill as chief of 



police. This was the first meeting of the new Common Council under the new administration and excited 

a great deal of interest in the city of Princeton and the meeting was very largely attended. Max King is 

fire chief. … politics 

April 19, 1934 – Music magazine Etude, published in Philadelphia, features Princeton High School band 

and Band Mothers Club. “We felt several pounds heavier when we got through perusing it. It all looked 

so good that we wanted to eat everything it mentions from cover to cover. We have never heard of the 

Princeton High School Band, conducted by Edgar H. Zobel, of Ripon, Wisconsin (birthplace of the 

Republican Party); but as we look at that splendid group of happy, husky boys and girls, we just know 

that the cooking of those mothers of Princeton (representing as it does their attention to the fine things 

of the home) must have had a great deal to do with the fact that the band has won First Place State 

Award four years in succession. Music, to these children, is no esoteric thing but a practical part of 

everybody’s daily needs. If you want to help this fine group of ladies in their splendid work of sponsoring 

their band and at the same time to secure a rare symbol of American development of music in the home 

– a musical cook book, we are informed that copies may be secured postpaid, from Mrs. H. O. 

Whittemore, Secretary of the Band Mother’s Club of Princeton, Wisconsin, on receipt of one dollar. We 

have an idea that the news of the publication of the Band Mother’s Cook Book is far more vital to our 

wholesome fundamental national expansion in the art than the information that Slapovinsky has just 

written his “Sinfonia Impossible, Opus 372.” … school band 

April 26, 1934 – Files of 187. Frank Giese has leased the grounds of J.S. Pahl fronting on Water and 

Mechanic streets. … business history 

April 26, 1934 – Paul Weiske, Ford garage owner of this city, widely known throughout Green Lake, 

Marquette and Waushara counties, was instantly killed on Thursday evening, April 19, at 8:30 when the 

new sedan which he was driving left Highway 73 on a curve about 3 miles east of Plainfield, struck a 

culvert and turned over. His neck was broken. … long story … fell asleep … For the past three years he 

conducted the Ford garage in this city. … business health 

April 26, 1934 – Liquor license applications, Leo W. Schewe, Lot 1, Block E; T. W. Tanner, Water Street, 

Lot 2, 14 ft. & 8 inches Lot 6 and 7, Block C; Anton Kalupa Jr., S. of Mill Race of 17-18 and all of Lot 20, 

Block, John Kalupa building; DeWitt Eggleston, Main St. Lot 13, Block B; Alfred F. Warnke, Lot 8, Block D, 

Herman Warnke building; Frank Zelinske, Lot 21, Block C, Sam Kohnke building; Emil Klawitter, Lot 1, 

Block D, Water St., Emil Klawitter Bldg.; E. H. Priebe, E20 Lot 26;  Victor Drill, Block D, Andrew Drill Bldg; 

Max Ladwig, E6 Lot 4 W30 Lot 4, Block D, Fred Schendel Est. Bldg.; Oscar Tassler, 130 Water St., Lot 29; 

Edmund M. Bartol, Fulton St., Lot 2, Block X; Stanish Hoffman, Lot 8, Block D, E24; Martin M. Bednarek, 

N. side Water St., Lot 7, Block C; Walter Borzick, No. 109 Water Street, Water Lots 21 and 22, Erich 

Mueller bldg.; Wm. Schwenzer, E9 Lot 5 and 131W Lot 8, Block D, Wm Schwenzer Building;  … 

prohibition business 

May 3, 1934 – Files of 1896?  

May 3, 1934 – It is estimated that at the end of March there were between three and four million 

families receiving relief. This increase, of course, was largely due to the termination of the CWA. … 

Although business conditions were better in March 1934 than October 1933 there were 83,000 more 

unemployed during the latter month than during the former. … depression 



May 10, 1934 – Files of 1896.  

May 10, 1934 – Mr. Guy Johnson, president of the local brewery reported to Mayor Lehner that they are 

ready to employ some more help to take care of increased business, and asked for the relief list of 

names, so as to give as much work as possible to as many families as they can, so as to help these 

people and also keep them off relief. … prohibition factory 

May 10, 1934 – The local School band chose to play in Class C (one class higher than required) in the 

district tournament at Oshkosh on Saturday, May 5, and through award of a place in Group 1,, will 

represent Princeton at the state tournament to be held in Green Bay, May 18th and 19th. … Henderson & 

Hoyt Dry Goods Company were proud to have been given the Princeton band as proteges for the day. 

They decorated one of their large display windows with pictures, previous awards, Band Mother’s Cook 

Books, etc. Their in the Oshkosh Northwestern of Friday evening embodied pictures of the band mascot, 

Bruce Merrill, the drum major, Marny Yahr, the youngest band member, Bobby Teske, and one of the 

entire band. … school band 

May 10, 1934 – Council passes ordinance 6-0 that states “no class B licenses shall be granted to any 

female, and no female, except licensee’s wife, shall appear behind the bar in any tavern.” … prohibition 

May 10, 1934 – A meeting was held on Thursday evening of last week of all those interested in a soft ball 

league for the coming season. Much interest was shown, and approximately 65 people announced their 

intention of joining the league. Thus far four teams have been entered into the league and the first 

games will be played on Monday evening at the local ball park. The regular evenings for play will be on 

Monday and Thursday, beginning promptly at 6:30 and the public is cordially invited to attend all games. 

No admittance will be charged, and before summer is well under way, much enjoyment should be 

derived from these games. Duke Krause, Lawyer Krieser and Mr. McCormick have given their oath of 

honor to umpire the games without fear or favor in a most upright manner, and all members have 

pledged not to place unnecessary hardships or temptations in the pathways of these respected 

gentlemen by offering bribes. Should it be impossible for these men to handle the games properly, they 

still have August Hamann and Albert Zabel to fall back to as reserves. … Ed. Mevis is piloting a team 

known as the “Bankers,” and the umpires have been given advance warning not to become too friendly 

with the money men. Tiff Kolleck has a crew composed chiefly of “Barbers,” and he expects to give all 

competitors a close shave. Jerry Boyle is captaining his team of “Tigers” (later called the Tiger Brews) 

and they are a fighting outfit, but the dark horse of the league appears to be Jake Dugenske’s team of 

West Side Canadians. These huskies from the north country bid fair to make it pretty interesting for all 

players as well as spectators. Invitations have been extended to Gov. Schmedeman, President Roosevelt, 

and other officials high in the government circles, but at the present writing no telegram of acceptance 

has been received. The management which is vested in the various captains and one director chosen at 

large, who at this writing happens to be Mike Marshall, extend a hearty welcome to the public to be 

present at all games. They are positive that much enjoyment and good-natured rivalry will be in 

evidence before the summer season closes. … sports 

May 10, 1934 – Princess Beauty Shop opens above Princeton State Bank, Geneva Poss, manager. 

Distinctive permanent waves $2.50 an up, shampoo and finger, 50 cents, facial, 75 cents. … business 

May 17, 1934 – Anton Kalupa dies. Was baker in Princeton for about 10 years. 



May 17, 1934 – The library board appointed by Mrs. A. G. Giese, president of the Woman’s club, met 

April 26 and elected the following officers: E. H. Mevis, president; Mrs. A. G. Giese, vice president; Mrs. 

G. G. Mueller, secretary; Mrs. H. Swed, treasurer. Open house planned May 23 at the new quarters. … 

improvement library 

May 17, 1934 – Files of 1897.  

May 17, 1934 – Mashuda Bros. engaged in building new road in Wautoma leading toward Wild Rose. … 

business 

May 17, 1934 – A number of men are employed in the city park in trimming trees, fertilizing and re-

seeding. It will be remembered that a good portion of the park was provided with a filler of good dirt 

last fall. … improvement park 

May 17, 1934 – Council meeting minutes return! Tuesday, April 17, 1934. Organizational meeting. “The 

mayor read his message.” … May 24 quotes from message: … politics 

May 24, 1934 – Files of 1897.  

May 24, 1934 – Mayor Lehner called a special meeting of the common council last Friday evening for the 

purpose of considering oiling the streets. The aldermen and mayor have received so many requests to 

oil the streets on account of the dust that they felt that something must be done. … The committee on 

sidewalks and streets … decided to recommend about 2 1.2 miles of the most used and dustiest streets 

be tarred. … improvement streets 

May 24, 1934 – Mr. Edgar F. Lang, principal of our local high school for the past seven years, was chosen 

from a list of 150 applicants to take charge of the schools of Menomonee Falls. … school 

May 24, 1934 – For the fifth consecutive year the local school band received a first-place award in Class 

C at the State Band Tournament, held in Green Bay last Friday and Saturday. This is a record worthy of 

note as Princeton is the first in the state to chalk up five consecutive first-place awards in Class C. Credit 

for this should be given to the individual band members and their director, Mr. Zobel, who have put in 

many hours of faithful and hard work to accomplish the desired results. … Better than 15,000 people 

gathered at the Packer Stadium in the evening to witness the maneuvering bands and hear the results of 

the band contests. The program closed with a spectacular display of fire work. … school band 

May 24, 1934 – The mayor appointed Charles Nickodem a member of the park board and the council 

confirmed the appointment. Mr. Nickodem was appointed because of his experience with trees and 

flowers at Green Lake, and the mayor felt that Mr. Nickodem’s appointment would be a real help to the 

board. … improvement park bartel 

May 31, 1934 – Files of 1897.  

May 31, 1934 – Last Tuesday Postmaster Lynn Merrill turned over the books, records and keys of the 

local post office to his successor, John Nickodem. Mr. Merrill has been postmaster for the past nine 

years. He has given excellent service to the public and through his efficient administration the revenues 

in sales has been considerably increased. … Mr. Nickodem, the new postmaster, we are confident, will 

maintain the fine efficiency of the office. The public has great confidence in him and we feel that he will 

give excellent service to the community. … politics 



May 31, 1934 – Liquor license application: E20 Lot 8, Fred Breivogelj … business 

May 31, 1934 – May 3 minutes - City buys revolver from Dr. G.G. Mueller for policeman’s use. 

May 31, 1934 – May 3 minutes … MJunk Peddal’s license was referred to Committee on License. Liquor 

licenses granted to M. M. Bednarek, Oscar Tassler, Edmund Bartol, Wm. Schwenzer, Anton r. Kalupa, 

Walter Borzick, Stanish Hoffman, Victor Drill, Alfred Warnke, Max Ladwig, Leo Schewe, Frank Zelinski, 

D.W. Eggleston, E.H. Priebe, Emil Klawitter. Application by George Conlin denied by unanimous vote.  

May 31, 1934 – May 3 minutes … Council backs motion to build cement walk at the Princeton Brewery. 

… improvement streets 

June 7, 1934 – Files of 1897.  

June 7, 1934 – Mayor Lehner obtained an order from the federal officer in charge of river navigation to 

raise the water in the river. The water got so low that citizens complained to the mayor. … Before raising 

the water the mayor directed the street commissioner to clean away the rubbish from the docks, and 

seven loads were hauled away. … improvement streets 

June 7, 1934 – Softball league writer lectures about sportsmanship, fair play after Tiger Brews bring in 

new players. … sports 

June 7, 1934 – Mr. C. J. Kreilkamp, former principal of the Green Lake County Normal at Berlin, has been 

selected principal of the Princeton High School.  … schools 

June 14, 1934 – Genevieve Bartol, Green Lake Co. 4-H club member, is treasurer of the state 4-H club, 

which will celebrate a quarter century of progress at the Wisconsin College of Agriculture June 14 to 18. 

… farm progress 

June 14, 1934 – Fred Giese has grocery … business. 

June 14, 1934 – Mrs. George Kelley and family move to Fond du Lac. E. H. Mevis and family occupy the 

Kelley home. 

June 21, 1934 – Files of 1897. Fire and Fox River House story. … history 

June 21, 1934 – Philip Lehner celebrates 30th anniversary of UW graduation and arrival in Princeton. …  

June 21, 1934 – June 3 council minutes. Will close Water from American House to Frank Moore building, 

also Washington and Pearl for Fourth of July celebration. …  

June 21, 1934 – Dr. O. P. Schnetzky sends letter to council re: airport: “The enclosed letter from the 

W.E.R.A. was sent to the writer and is transmitted to you so that you may, in the manner you desire, 

secure the completion of the Princeton Airport. Mr. Frank Giese, as president of the park board, and the 

writer, Dr. O. P. Schnetzky, have spent many hours of hard labor, conferences, hours of travel and have 

had numerous expenses to secure the money that was expended in our city under the C.W.A. program. 

After overcoming every obstacle placed in our path, the records show that more than $5,500 was paid 

out for labor in this city. Besides, more than $2,000 was paid out in this city for material and machinery 

by the government under the C.W.A. A program without one cent cost to the City of Princeton, except 

$200 which was appropriated for material and labor that the government would not allow, and to pay 

telephone bills which were necessary to secure and keep the work and funds flowing into our city. Mr. 



Frank Giese and Dr. O. P. Schnetzky did not receive one cent or any payment whatsoever for all their 

labors and expenses. Not one cent, either, through the City of Princeton or from the United States 

government for any and all the time and money spent to secure, keep and administer all that work done 

under the C.W.A. program, a total of more than $7,500. After our extreme and utmost efforts, and the 

success in overcoming obstacles in securing of more than $7,500 in this city, we had the satisfaction of 

thanks from some of the C.W.A. workers and some of the citizens but also the condemnation of some 

that knew better, and the unjust criticism and condemnation of those for their personal grievances and 

general attitude. Now that the City of Princeton and citizens thereof have received this benefit from the 

C.W.A. program, and we have been reimbursed in any way for the money we expended, we feel that the 

city should secure the necessary funds to complete the airport, as we are not in a position to expend our 

own money to further any such work, especially under the existing conditions.” … depression 

improvement airport 

June 21, 1934 – Princeton Shipping Company will ship livestock June 26. Edw. Golz, mgr. … business 

June 21, 1934 – The Service Garage conducted by Julius Fenske and Arnold Kelm for the past several 

years was dissolved last Monday. Mr. Fenske remains and will conduct the business under the name of 

Fenske’s Service Garage. … business 

June 28, 1934 – Green Lake designated official drought county. 

June 28, 1934 – Softball notes. … On Monday, June 25th, the Bankers and Brewers met for their last 

contest of the series. The Bankers apparently were out to avenge two earlier defeats and displayed rare 

form by defeating the league leading Brewers 6 to 5. Butz Giese, playing first base in place of Kenneth 

Roberts, made a number of fine plays, but the outstanding play of the evening was his one-handed stab 

of the ball, while just about lying on the ground. In the fourth inning, a momentary halt was called in the 

game when a gopher (some of the crowd are insistent it was the Bankers’ mascot or omen of good luck) 

came wandering onto the field. Immediately, Arnie Kelm had visions of getting a point for the Rod and 

Gun Club contest, and while the umpires were trying to call the game, practically the entire Brewery 

team, with the aid of a few members of the audience, were chasing the gopher. Finally, Arnie Kelm, who 

seemed to be staging some sort of a contest, rivaling Nick Altrock himself, managed to catch Mr. 

Gopher, and the chance of seeing Kelm drink the castor oil at the banquet went glimmering. After the 

umpire had finally restored order on the field again, play was resumed, but it seemed the Brewers had 

wasted so much effort chasing the gopher they were unable to play the brand of ball afterward. In spite 

of all the dire threats to the umpires made by some of the Brewery outfit, the Bankers chalked up their 

third consecutive victory, and they now have a chance at first place. … sports 

June 28, 1934 – Beginning Saturday evening, June 30th, a children’s book reading club will be started at 

the public library for all grade children. This will last during July and August.  … improvement library 

July 5, 1934 – Common Council met on Monday. … The question of relief and aid was thoroughly 

discussed and several people were summoned before the council. One of the families was denied 

further relief because the council felt it was not trying hard enough to support itself, but was depending 

on the city to support it. The Mayor and the council took the position that they are not going to ask the 

hard working taxpayers of Princeton to support those who do not make a real effort to take care of 

themselves but who spend their time loafing around on the streets instead of working or at least doing 

something to help themselves. … City Attorney Philip Lehner Jr. reported to the council his efforts to 



protect the city from liability for the relief and support of those who drifted I to the city from other 

places and who now expect the taxpayers of the city to support them. This relief question is becoming a 

a serious problem. … depression 

July 5, 1934 – June 13 council meeting. City purchases two additional carloads of tar to tar the remaining 

graveled streets. … improvement streets 

July 5, 1934 – Wm. Kasakaitas replaces R. J. Hogan as agriculture teacher and 4-H leader. … schools 

July 5, 1934 – Arnold Clewien and Lloyd Marquardt left for the Federal Civilian Conservation Camp at 

Fifield, Wis., on Monday afternoon. A large number of young men went to the depot to see them off. 

This is a very good job for the boys. They get a good home, fine training, board, clothing, medical 

attention, and $30 per month from the federal government. … These are the first boys admitted to the 

CCC camps simply because no one has given it any attention, and these boys were admitted through the 

efforts of City Attorney Philip Lehner Jr., who had to make direct application to the federal government 

authorities in order to get these boys admitted. … depression 

July 5, 1934 – King of all fishermen of this city is Henry Grams. Last Sunday he fished on White Lake, 

west of Princeton, and landed a northern pike that tipped the scale at 23 points and measured 40 ½ 

inches in length. It took 20 minutes to land the fish. … sports 

July 12, 1934 – Council minutes. June 18. Government will not install mail carriers in the city of 

Princeton. … improvement 

July 12, 1934 – Philip Lehner re-elected school board president. 141-84. Over Geo. Ostrander. … schools 

July 12, 1934 – Ewald Kelm lost his life in Fox river last Saturday at 9 p.m. when his automobile plunged 

down a steep embankment on Wisconsin street, rolled over the fire dock and settled in 10 feet of water 

with its wheels in the air. Miss Mabel Baskin and her brother Arthur, of Milwaukee, and Kelm’s two 

children, David and Dorothy, who were in the Kelm car were rescued. Arthur Baskin himself escaped 

from the submerged sedan and saved his sister and the two children from a water grave in an unaided 

last minute rescue. Kelm, Saturday night, accompanied by his children, was prepared to motor to the 

city. He entered the city from the east by way of Highway 23 and 73. He turned left at the Auditorium on 

Wisconsin street which intersects with Farmer street he continued toward the driver instead of turning 

onto Farmer street and apparently lost control of his car. Although a lifelong resident of this community 

and thoroughly familiar with the city, Kelm failed, for some reason that probably will never be learned, 

to take the turn. In a matter of a few seconds the Kelm car traversed the 100 feet between the turn and 

the sharp decline to the river. The car hurtled over the dock and vanished beneath the water as it turned 

over. Young Baskin, a good swimmer, opened one of the doors of the automobile. As water poured in he 

thrust the two children and his sister, injured in the mishap, out of the machine. He followed and 

managed to get the three to shore. Miss Baskin apparently lost consciousness when her neck and face 

were injured as the car toppled over the bank. She and the two children were near death from 

drowning. All were limp when Baskin dragged them to shore. Exhausted Baskin was unable to return 

again to the water to haul Kelm from the car that imprisoned him. Mrs. Kinas, whose home is located 

near the scene where the tragedy occurred, witnessed the mishap and went for aid. Clayton Miller, 

Addison Berwick and Oscar Dreblow were among the first on the scene. They cast off their clothing and 

plunged into the river in an effort to rescue Kelm. They experienced difficulty in entering the overturned 



car. When they succeeded they found Kelm’s lifeless body in the rear seat. The body was taken to shore 

where Dr. O. P. Schnetzky and Dr. G. G. Mueller who had been summoned pronounced him dead. The 

doctors stated that Kelm lost his life not by drowning since his lungs contained little water but through a 

heart attack induced by fright. … An examination showed that Miss Baskin sustained painful injuries to 

the face near the jaw when the car went over the embankment. Like the children, her lungs contained a 

large amount of water. … crime health 

July 19, 1934 – Miss Gertrude Checki accepted to Women’s Work program, Wisconsin emergency Relief 

Administration … depression 

July 19, 1934 – Philip Lehner Jr. runs for district attorney. … politics 

July 26, 1934 – Green Lake Progressive party organizing meeting July 31 at the courthouse. Former 

Governor Philip LaFollette will give a talk. … politics 

July 26, 1934 – Fourteen more boys accepted to enter the CCC camps: Reported to Fort Sheridan, 

Illinois, and then in two weeks sent to camps in northern Wisconsin. … depression 

July 26, 1934 – The public service commission ordered the Princeton city electric utility to reduce its 

rates $3,100 a year by the use of a fixed charge schedule. The new schedule provided a reduction of 15 

cents on the minimum monthly charge for the residential customers and reductions of 60 cents on the 

first 30 hours used monthly, or $1.85 if 60 kilowat hours are used, and $2.90 if the monthly use totals 90 

kilowat hours. The commission said this schedule would allow the utility a return of 6 percent on a rate 

base of $11,060. … improvement depression 

August 2, 1934 – On July 2, Arnold Clewien and Lloyd Marquardt were accepted and have joined Camp 

Riley at Fifield, Wisconsin. These boys receive $30 a month, $5 of which is given to them to spend and 

$25 is sent home. Beside the $30 a month, these boys receive their food, room, clothes and medical 

attention. Each applicant enlists for six months and at the end of six months may enlist for another six 

months. If everyone of these sixteen boys stay one year, they will earn the sum of $5,760 in cash, 

besides their food, clothing, etc. This is a great opportunity for all young men between the ages of 18 

and 25 who need relief. It is also a help to the families as well as to the city of Princeton. … depression  

August 2, 1934 – Jake Scovicke, Nick Yunk and Stanish Soda were accepted and ordered by Chas. M. 

Pearsall, manager of the Veterans Administration, to reported to Camp McCoy July 26 for the veterans 

CCC camp. These veteran CCC camps are organized in a manner similar to the CCC camps for boys. … 

Aug. 16. Walter Sauerbreit and Edward Cook leave for Camp McCoy. After passing physical exam, they 

were sent to Camp Custer, Michigan, where they will be in conditioning camp for two weeks. After that 

they will be transferred to veteran CCC camps in Wisconsin. Soda and Yunk have been transferred to 

Mount Horeb. Scovicke was offered job in the Mississippi flood area. … depression 

August 2, 1934 – Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Bartol are the happy parents of a 9 ½ pound baby boy, born Friday 

afternoon. … bartel 

August 9, 1934 – Beer license granted to Rufina Conlin. … business 

August 9, 1934 – New city electric rates listed. … improvement 

August 9, 1934 – Council minutes. A few relief decisions. … depression 



August 16, 1934 – Gilbert Bartel part of comical skit at 4-H gathering. …  

August 16, 1934 – Edward Reetz obit. 67. Born in Town of St. Marie in 1867. Trained as harnessmaker 

when he was 19. Worked in Milwaukee three years and then came to Princeton. … business 

August 16, 1934 – Boy Scouts go to Twin Lakes. Dick Morse, Curtis and Erling Peterson, Ernest Jr. and 

Preston Hiestand, Harold Ahrens. … entertainment 

August 23, 1934 – Softball notes. Umpire Duke Krause was on hand and took care of his share of the 

game in fine style. Harry Novak, who was subbing for Krieser, however, didn’t fare so well with his 

decisions and in justice of the Barbers, must say that he didn’t call them to help their cause any. … With 

this game won by the West Siders, the contest on Monday night promised to be a thriller, when the 

Bankers and West Siders played off the tie for first place. A large audience was on hand. … Everyone was 

doing his best, and some mighty fine plays were turned in. As an illustration, Phil Lehner caught three 

balls in succession for as many outs, and on another instance, Roger Mills, pitching for the West Siders, 

set down three Bankers in succession on strikes. Then, too, there was Butz Giese and Arnold 

Kuehnerman, covering first and right short like a pair of veterans. … Dan Trainer and Carl Kuehnerman 

played with the Bankers for the first time, and they bid fair to give this team some added strength. The 

final score ended 6 to 3 in favor of the Bankers and leaves them out in first place, undisputed. … sports 

August 30, 1934 – Too dark for softball. 

Sept. 6, 1934 – Former Governor F. E. McGovern addressed an audience in this city last Thursday. Mr. 

McGovern is a candidate for the Democratic nomination for United States Senator. … During his 

administration more good laws were put on the statute books than at any other time. … politics 

Sept. 6, 1934 – The Montello theater passes into the hands of Wesley J. Ladwig, of Princeton, who is also 

the present manager of the Princeton Opera House. … New lighting equipment is being installed in the 

Princeton Opera House to ensure better visibility of pictures. … It has been readily conceded by those 

who have heard it that Princeton has sound that few theaters can boast of irrespective of size. … 

business entertainment 

Sept. 13, 1934 – Railroad will pay for building sidewalk across their right of way on the east side of 

Howard street for the convenience of residents on the north side of the railroad track. … improvement 

streets 

Sept. 13, 1934 – St. John’s advertises music lessons. … religion 

Sept. 13, 1934 – In a deal transacted last Tuesday between Mrs. Edward Reetz and Fred Siepert the 

latter takes over the harness shop of the former. Mr. Siepert will occupy the Reetz building this week … 

business 

Sept. 13, 1934 – City will sell large brick chimney on the old electric  power house. … improvement 

Sept. 20, 1934 –  

Sept. 27, 1934 – Band Mothers give annual party for school band at Community Hall. Music by Ken 

Roberts and his orchestra. Director Edgar Zobel presents gold award pins and certificates to band 

members. Elmer Rimpler, representing the band, presents Zobel with a gold emblem pin in recognition 



of his faithful service in leading them through five consecutive first-place awards in Class C. Then 

followed the usual high school yell, led by cheer leader Ernest Hiestand. … school band 

Sept. 27, 1934 – CCC boys at Ford Sheridan, Illinois, assigned to Camp Newald in Forest County, 

Wisconsin: Millerd A. Mosolf, Harold H. Bierman, Frank L. Kryzenski, Edmund R Weilgosh, Leo Knaack, 

Wayne McCormick, John Lese, Wilfred L. Mills, Arthur Dreblow, David J. Tassler, John H. Siepert, Harry 

Joles, Edmund Clewien and Lester Loshinski. .. Walter Sauerbreit and Ed Cook are in the veterans camp 

Fox River, Silver Lake, Wisconsin. It is expected that Nick Yunk and Stanish Soda at Mount Horeb will be 

transferred to Iron River about the middle of next month. … depression 

Oct. 4, 1934 – Files of 1899. Frank Zodrow has opened his butcher shop on the west side. … Emil 

Klawitter has his pop works in operation now. … business history 

Oct. 11, 1934 -  

Oct. 18, 1934 – Files of 1899. Artist Caldwell has his building nearly completed and has removed the 

staging from the same. The building presents a fine appearance. … Mr. Hastings reports a great increase 

in the amount of work being done in the creamery now, which has necessitated putting in another 

separator. Eleven thousand pounds of milk is being received daily, and they are churning 530 to 570 

pounds of butter a day. … building history 

Oct. 18, 1934 – Princeton is again to be favored with the appearance of a gorgeous show of both radio 

and stage stars. Maurice Cash, “That Funny Fella: from WLS, Chicago, is going to appear in person and 

will be assisted by Maurice Lidal, master of fun, comedy and song and Baby Letty Lorenz, “The Eight Year 

Old Baby Wonder,” in songs, tap and acrobatic dances. There will also be a clever cast of entertainers 

including Franking Bernard, “The Mystery Girl” with the blues voice, Russell Arkkola, “The Harmony 

Wizard,” Alana Avis, “That Peppy Blond in Songs and Fast Stepping.” This is the first appearance of this 

show in this territory, a fine show that everyone ought to thoroughly enjoy. This show will be in 

Princeton, Sunday, Oct. 21st. … Princeton Theater … entertainment 

Oct. 25, 1934 – Files of 1899. Max Noster’s mother used to run a bakery where Mrs. Giese’s bakery now 

is. … business history 

Oct. 25, 1934 – Fritz C. Krueger of this city had his 5 to 15 years sentence commuted by the governor to 

2 to 15 years, making him eligible for parole at the end of two years. … crime business 

Oct. 25, 1934 – There has been reduction of about $18,000 in state aid to schools in Green Lake County 

the past two years. … depression 

Oct. 25, 1934 – The Princeton Home Maker’s Club held its first meeting at the home of Mrs. Otto 

Warnke on Tuesday, oct. 22. The election of officers followed: President, Mrs. Donald Marshall; vbice 

president, Mrs. Orlo Warnke; secretary and treasurer, Mrs. Lester Frederick; leaders, Mrs. Otto Warnke, 

Mrs. E. Mevis. … farm progress 

Oct. 25, 1934 – John Spott, who has purchased the brick contained in the chimney of the old electric 

power house owned by the city of Princeton is razing the same this week. Mr. Spott contemplates the 

erection of a brick dwelling on his lot located on Fulton Street. J… improvement 



Nov. 1, 1934 – Files of 1899. Ezra Parker says he has resided in Green Lake county longer than any other 

living man, and sawed the first lumber that was ever cut in this county. … Ice house at the brewery has 

recently been painted. … There are five employed at the Ziebel’s cigar factory. They sell 100,000 of the 

Grand Western brand alone during the year. … history 

Nov. 1, 1934 – No stage career or stenographer’s job for Agnes Manthey, pretty blond, blue-eyed maid 

from Milwaukee who was named the most charming waitress in Wisconsin at the opening of the state 

restaurant convention held at Madison. Having turned down a theatrical offer only a few hours before 

she was presented to the convention, Miss Manthey confided that she was happy to be a waitress. She 

will reign as queen at the convention. She was declared winner of the “Most charming waitress 

 contest out of 250 entrants who had been selected as the most charming in their own communities. “It 

would take a lot of money to make the bright lights appeal to me,” Miss Manthey said. “I like to meet 

everyday people every day and feel that I have my feet on the ground.” A stenographer’s job was what 

Miss Manthey was trained for when she graduated from the Princeton, Wis., High School. She turned to 

the task of giving service to hungry restaurant owners only as a last resort, but now she would not 

change. Miss Manthey is lacking a few months of being 19. She is 5 feet 7 inches tall, and weighs 115 

pounds. A genuine blond, she shuns bleaching preparations and avoids cosmetics and beauty lotions as 

much as possible, she says. … entertainment 

Nov. 1, 1934 – Dist. No. 3 of the Oshkosh Council of Boy Scouts held their Court of Honor at the 

Princeton High School Monday night, October 22. … Those receiving the rank of tenderfoot were Lyle 

Priske and Donald Fink, both of Princeton. … Ernest Hiestand Jr. and Edward Breitengross received first 

class awards. This is the first time a star scout badge was awarded to any Princeton boy, and we are 

pleased to note that two of our boys received such honor. They are Preston Hiestand and Curtis 

Peterson. Merit badges were awarded to the following boys: Preston Hiestand, Curtis Peterson, Erling 

Peterson, Donald Cosgrove, Robert Carey and Sidney Mertz. We wonder if the citizens of this city realize 

what a fine organization this movement is for building up tomorrow’s citizens. The scoutmaster, Mr. 

Clayton Miller, and his committee headed by Mr. (E. L.)  Hiestand (chairman of the troop committee) are 

to be commended for their work and we trust that local support will be extended to them carrying on 

this splendid work. … entertainmnent 

Nov. 8, 1934 – Election: County and city favor Albert G. Schmedeman for governor over Philip F. La 

Follette (2,944-1,259 and 319-175) County gives edge to John B. Chappie in U.S. Senate race, while city 

favors La Follette. … politics 

Nov. 8, 1934 – Files of 1899.  

Nov. 15, 1934 – The Community church have redecorated their church and in observance of the event 

will rededicate the church at a special Sunday evening service Nov. 18th.  … reigion 

Nov. 15, 1934 – The Boy Scouts have their room in the Kidman building all painted and decorated. The 

rooms are nice and makes a fine and pleasant place to meet. The Scoutmaster, Clayton Miller, and Mr. 

Hiestand have, with the assistance of the Boy Scouts, labored long and tirelessly to bring about the 

present fine appearance of the meeting place. We trust the parents as well as the public will accept the 

invitation of the boys to visit the rooms any evening the boys meet. … entertainment 



Nov. 15, 1934 – The Public Works Administration Friday allocated $9,936,800 for 85 non-federal 

construction projects scattered throughout the nation. … The only Wisconsin loan and grant was one of 

$100,000 to Princeton for a waterworks. … depression 

Nov. 15, 1934 - Dreger’s Service Station at the Fox River bridge for Quaker State motor oil, tires and 

tubes. … business 

Nov. 15, 1934 – Princeton Produce Company also ships ducks, geese, more. … business 

Nov. 22, 1934 – Files of 1899. Frank Millard has contract for carrying mail between Princeton and 

Neshkoro. … F.W. Page purchases Clydesdale stallion. … history 

Nov. 22, 1934 – Council minutes. Nov. 13. Airport update? Waterworks discussion. 

Nov. 22, 1934 – Mayor Lehner received a notice form the federal authorities that the application of this 

city for a loan and grant in the sum of $100,000 for water works has been approved. The same letter 

also requests the city officers to wait until they receive further notice as to details and requests the 

mayor and city attorney to come to Milwaukee for a conference. The subject was discussed at the last 

meeting of the council and the mayor stated that it is his opinion the first thing that should be done is to 

get signed contracts from the citizens who wish to connect with the water works and sewage system to 

as to give the council some idea whether enough people will connect to warrant the expense. This is a 

very large contract and will mean a great deal of work for the city officials. … depression sewer 

Nov. 22, 1934 – Report to the mayor and City Council of library work from beginning of library March 11, 

1933, to November 1, 1934. Mrs. W. H. Doyle, librarian. Since the library was started on March 11, 1933, 

sponsored by the Woman’s club of Princeton, 222 adults and 126 children’s cards have been issued. We 

started out with 110 books from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and a small number of books 

donated by our home people. The number has slowly increased until now we have 661 books of our 

own, 82 purchased and 579 donated. At the present time we have 240 books from the state, making a 

total of 901 books in the library. The state books are kept for a six months period then exchanged for 

others. We pay freight and carriage both ways. The first year the library was located in a room donated 

by the American Legion, but when it had outgrown these quarters, the upper story of the Dr. A. Giese 

building was rented and the library moved there. The rooms were repaired and redecorated, new 

shelves were made, citizens of Princeton donated tables, chairs and other furnishings until now the 

library presents an attractive and pleasant place. At the end of the first year the president of the 

Woman’s club appointed a library board consisting of six regular members and two honorary members 

to direct and govern the activities of the library. The board consists of Mr. Mevis, pres.; Mrs. A. G. Giese, 

vice president; Mrs. G. G. Mueller, secretary; Mrs. Swed, treasurer; also G. Teske and Mrs. E. Hiestand, 

and the two honorary members, Miss Davis and Mr. Boman. At each monthly meeting of this board, the 

librarian makes out a complete report of matters pertaining to the library, and ways and means are 

discussed. During the summer the librarian conducted a children’s reading club. “The Book Road,” in 

which 60 children took part, some of them reading as many as 24 books during the two months it was in 

session. Of course, many other children used the library who did not join the club. Recently 16 late and 

discussed books of the day were purchased and placed on the rental shelf, where they may be borrowed 

for the small sum of five cents for a period from Saturday to Wednesday, or from Wednesday to 

Saturday. With this money new books are purchased and added to the shelf. This gives patrons access to 

expensive books at a trivial costs; all other books are free. The total circulation since Jan. 1, 1934, is 



4,343 books, and the monthly average is 434. The library is open Wednesday afternoon and Saturday 

evening. Receipts $227.54; disbursements 211.82. Balance 15.72. … library improvement 

Nov. 22, 1934 – “The Magic Beanstalk,” an operetta, given by the grade children of the Princeton public 

school, will be given in the Opera House Saturday evening, Nov. 24, at 8 p.m. … entertainment  

Nov. 22, 1934 – West Side Homemakers Club. … farm progress 

Nov. 22, 1934 – Gamble Store is now open for business. Specials on car oil and alcohol, Friday and 

Saturday, Nov. 23 and 24. I will also continue my old line of business as before. F. H. Moore, Princeton. … 

business 

Nov. 29, 1934 – Files of 1900. The crew of men which has been stringing telephone wires reached here 

last Thursday afternoon. The new ordinance will very likely be passed at a meeting of the village board 

to be held soon, after which the exchange will be built. … Petition signed by several west side residents 

objecting to slaughterhouses being maintained in the village limits. … The pile driver to be used in the 

construction of the new railroad bridge across Fox River arrived Tuesday. …  The Northwestern Railroad 

company is paying off those from whom it recently purchased property for the extension. Chas. Dahlke 

has the matter in charge for the company. Mr. Dahlke states that he has already paid property owners in 

this county $4,700 and that considerable more will be paid. … It is said that at no general election within 

the last twenty years have political matters have been given so little attention in Princeton as this year. 

Especially is this campaign a striking contrast to that of four years ago, when at every few steps could be 

seen knots of men discussing the issues of the day. Even Democrats seem to be satisfied that prosperity 

is here, so there is no argument on that point, and the farmers are too busy getting their crops ready for 

the market to take any time for politics. … history 

Nov. 29, 1934 – See Wisconsin First mentions Fort Nicolas at the confluence of the Wisconsin and 

Mississippi rivers (1685, Nicolas Perrot) … “Here, also Black Hawk surrendered in 1832 and from here 

Jefferson Davis – later president of the Confederacy – eloped with the daughter of General Zachary 

Taylor, later president of the United States. … history 

Nov. 29, 1934 – U.S. discussing old age pension. … politics 

Nov. 29, 1934 – About forty-five in number went to the extreme north part of the state last week to 

shoot their deer. … Dec. 6 – Out of about forty deer hunters who left for northern woods during deer 

hunting season, only six returned with their buck. … sports 

Nov. 29, 1934 – Woman’s Progressive Club votes to hold Community Christmas Tree program at 

Community Hall. … entertainment 

Dec. 6, 1934 – Files of 1900. Betting was quite brisk in Princeton for two or three days prior to election 

but in order to get takers Republicans had to offer odds of 3 to 1 and 5 to 1. Most of the bets were on 

the senatorship and considerable Democratic money was dropped. … Work is progressing rapidly on the 

new bridge. The dredge has been at work for several days. The work of grading is also being rushed and 

a few days will see an established grade to the riverbank. In some places will be necessary to grade 

about eleven feet. … Work on the telephone exchange has been pushed with vigor for the past few days. 

The switch board was placed in position Saturday, and Monday and Tuesday twelve or fifteen phones 

were connected. Miss Minnie Rimpler, the day operator, began work Tuesday morning. For the 



convenience of those who desired to hear election returns a phone was placed in the village hall and 

worked satisfactorily. A few more days will see completion of the system, and it is safe to say that the 

exchange will be well patronized. … The result of the election in the village was a surprise to a large 

number of people. Democrats had been claiming all along that the village, which is normally Democratic, 

would give a majority for Lange for state senator. … When a majority of 7 for Morse was announced, it 

was discouraging news to the supporters of the Fond du Lac man. Another surprise was the majority for 

Frank W. Teske, Democratic nominee for member of assembly. Mr. Teske secured a majority of 120 over 

W. J. Middleton. … history 

Dec. 6, 1934 – In a beauty contest to be staged at the Princeton Theatre on Friday night, Dec. 14. “Miss 

Princeton for 1934” will be selected from a bevy (12) of gorgeous girls by out-of-town judges. “Miss 

Princeton” will be chosen for her charm, personality, poise and grace. The girl contestants are single, 

aged 16 to 24. … Dec. 12. At a later date Miss Princeton will go to Milwaukee along with other winners 

to compete for the title of being Miss Wisconsin. … entertainment 

Dec. 6, 1934 – Shew’s Radio Shop. … business 

Dec. 13, 1934 – Files of 1900.  

Dec. 13, 1934 – Two youthful bandits held up two of Princeton’s filling stations last Friday night at about 

8 o’clock, excited citizens who hastily summoned vigilantes, numbering about 40, and escaped by way of 

Highway 73 at Neshkoro in the direction of Wautoma. The pair entered the Gilbert Dreger station, 

located directly east of the Fox river bridge, forced the owner and others who happened to be within 

the building to lie on the floor while they took about $20 from the cash register. From the Dreger station 

they went to the west side and entered the W. H. Doyle station, just as Mrs. Doyle who had heard of the 

first robbery, entered to warn her husband. Mr. Doyle was also forced to lie on the floor while they 

robbed his cash drawer of about $12. Mrs. Doyle found refuge in the rest room and locked the door. Bhy 

this time Chief of Police Frank Beyer and special police Jake Dugenske and vigilantes had reached the 

station the bandits walked out in fear, forcing Doyle to walk ahead of them. The posse fired several 

shots and the bandits returned fire, shooting at Conservation Warden Trainer and Jake Dugenske, shots 

entering the cars of Trainer, Chief of Police Beyer and Dugenske. The bandits fled on foot toward 

Montello disappearing in the marshes and woods. Here again a number of shots were exchanged. After 

a chase of the vigilantes they returned to the city and shortly there after they again met the robbers on 

Second Street, a short distance from the Doyle station, where they had parked their car, a Plymouth 

coupe, containing Oregon license plates. The car in the meantime had been taken to Highway 23 

Garage. The bandits seeing their car gone went to the home of Stanish Lese, took his car and drove 

toward Neshkoro. About half way to Neshkoro they stopped at the tavern of Frank Alto and called for 

gasoline. Walter Huebner, an employee of the Alto place, had been notified of the robbery and 

suspecting the two men he pretended of having left the keys of the gas tanks in the tavern and asked 

them to wait. He, Huebner, immediately phone here that the robbers were at the filling station. Dr. O. P. 

Schnetzky and Harry Kalupa left for that place and upon arrival were informed they had left a few 

minutes ago. They were followed by Dr. Schnetzky and Kalupa and entering Neshkoro learned that the 

robbers had left. Also had left the Stanish Lese car and escaped with a truck belonging to Adolph Kosta. 

The chase was continued through the night, the posse arriving in Wautoma at daybreak to find that the 

robbers had escaped without leaving a trace. Last Monday the Adolph Koats car was found in Waukesha 

where the bandits had abandoned it. Giese, Thrall & Giese are in receipt of a telegram from Detroit, 



Michigan, that the Plymouth coupe was stolen at Fargo, N. Dakota, and was sold to Mrs. Edward 

Stolzman of Cassellton, N. Dakota, on May 7. … crime 

Dec. 13, 1934 – Waterworks. New election needed. City will issue $37,000 General Obligation Sewerage 

Bonds and $30,000 Revenue Waterworks Bonds. The remainder of the total cost of $116,000 to 

construct the project will be provided by a grant from the government to the city now estimated at 

$33000 and by furnishing of $16,000 of fund by your city. … improvement sewer 

Dec. 13, 1934 – The city of Princeton just received a check in the sum of $167.97 from the Chicago & 

Northwestern Railway Company for the construction of the sidewalk across the railroad company right 

of way on the east side of Howard street. … The railroad also improved the walk through the rails on 

Fulton street. … improvement streets 

Dec. 13, 1934 – Council minutes. 

Dec. 13, 1934 – In a recent transaction between Fred W. Schmidt and Fred Krueger the former became 

the owner of the latter’s building on Washington St. formerly owned by Wm. A. Grahn. Mr. Schmidt will 

occupy the building in the near future as a feed store. … business 

Dec. 13, 1934 – Article about how airport workers paid through FERA relief labor … depression 

Dec. 20, 1934 – no paper 

Dec. 27, 1934 – Files of 1900. Fire engine in new house on Main Street. … Engine house sold at auction … 

Cannon arrives. … history 

1935 

Jan. 3, 1935 – Files of 1900. Chas. Kinkel has removed his tailor shop from over Lueck & Manthey’s to 

the Green building on lower Water street made vacant by H. W. E. Buck. … Wisconsin Telephone 

company exchange … business history 

Jan. 3, 1935 – National Reemployment Service. … depression 

Jan. 3, 1935 – Mabel Baskin sues E. H. Kelm estate for $2500 for fatal accident at end of Wisconsin 

street. Petition claims city of Princeton was almost entirely the cause of the accident because of its 

failure to erect a guard across the street to maintain a danger signal. Or stop sign. … health crime 

Jan. 10, 1935 – Files of 1900. The Princeton and Wisconsin River Railroad Company has filed a 

proposition in Adams county asking said county to bond itself for 900 shares of its capital stock of the 

par value of $100 a share amounting to $90,000. … Wisconsin Telephone company exchange … history 

Jan. 10, 1935 – Annual reports published. Both banks are in splendid liquid condition, the earnings of 

both banks this year has made it possible for them to pay their stockholders a dividend of three percent, 

and still have left a nice undivided profit account. … business 

Jan. 10, 1935 – Council votes unanimously for city to sign loan and grant agreement with PWA. City 

borrows $1200 from city electric light department at 2.5 percent interest. … Copies of the water works 

agreement have been printed and may be had at the office of City Clerk A. H. Rimpler. All people who 

are interested in the water works should sign the agreement. … It is important to the city administration 

that these agreements should be circulated and signed up this week. … The signing of these contracts 



will enable the city administration to determine on what streets the water and sewer mains should be 

laid. This must be done before an estimate of the cost of construction can be made. … City officials visit 

Seymour to see its PWA water works project – city of similar population and assessed valuation. … 

improvement sewer depression 

Jan. 10, 1935 – Dr. G. J. Racek obit. 

Jan. 10, 1935 – City of Princeton has sent 20 boys to the CCC camps. … depression 

Jan. 10, 1935 – Men resumed work this week on the air port, spreading dirt and making arrangements to 

enclose the airport with fence. … improvement airport depression 

Jan. 10, 1935 – During the year of 1934 a total of 5,112 books were drawn from the public library. This is 

an average of 426 books a month. … library 

Jan. 17, 1935 – Files of 1900. August Schiefelbein has purchased of August Swanke the brick building on 

the west side, which has been occupied by Joe Hansen as a saloon. Mr. Schiefelbein will conduct a 

saloon in the building. … business history 

Jan. 17, 1935 – The first annual meeting of the stockholders of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank in 

Princeton was held at the Turner Hall on Tuesday of last week. Approximately 80 shareholders were 

present. … Upon roll call it was found that approximately 4,000 of the 5,000 shares outstanding were 

represented in person or by proxy. … Cashier Mevis “reported that the bank had a remarkable growth 

during the past year, resources having increased from $238,000 at the close of last year to 

approximately $415,000 at the close of the current year.” All directors re-elected. Hyman Swed elected 

president and John B. Zodrow vice president. … business 

Jan. 17, 1935 – The annual meeting of the stockholders of Princeton State Bank was held at its banking 

rooms on Tuesday of this week. Of 2,400 shares, nearly 2,000 shares were voted. Officers: Frank L. 

Giese, president; H. J. Maxwell, vice president and cashier; A. J. Beyer, assistant cashier; and Walter 

Golz, bookkeeper. … business 

Jan. 24, 1935 – Files of 1900. A special meeting of the Princeton Creamery Association was held Saturday 

afternoon to take action on a proposition to increase the capital stock from $2,000 to $4,000. Plan to 

use Black Creek creamery as skimming station. … business history 

Jan. 24, 1935 – Congress considering social security. … depression 

Jan. 24, 1935 – Oshkosh district Boy Scouts hold court of honor in Oshkosh. “The Princeton boys were all 

dressed in complete uniform presenting a fine appearance. We were very proud of our fine new troop 

flag which was initiated during the massing of the colors. … entertainment 

Jan. 24, 1935 – Jan. 18 council minutes. Resolution approving loan and grant agreement with federal 

government passes unanimously. U.S. will “by loan and grant not exceeding in the aggregate sum of 

$100,000 aid said City of Princeton in financing the construction of a sewerage collection system, 

pumping station and sludge digester plant for primary treatment and a water works system comprising a 

well supply pump house and equipment, surface reservoir, elevated storage tank and distribution 

system. … improvement sewer 



Jan. 31, 1935 – Files of 1900. A. A. Manthey shipped about 50,000 pounds of poultry from here to 

different points the last week for the Christmas trade. He has been paying a cent a pound above Chicago 

prices. … history 

Feb. 7, 1935 – Files of 1900. 

Feb. 7, 1935 – Mrs. Anton Rimpler obit.  

Feb. 7, 1935 – Princeton has basketball team named the Pelicans. … sports 

Feb. 7, 1935 – Second meeting of the Park Side Homemaker’s Club. Leaders are Miss Dorothy 

Huenerberg and Mrs. Ray Thrall. Officers are Ms. Max Kaatz, president; Mrs. W. H. Doyle, vice president; 

and Miss Hazel Spooner, secretary-treasurer. Mrs. Otto Warnke, leader of the Princeton club, makes 

presentation. … farm progress 

Feb. 7, 1935 – Entire Princeton family found to rate subnormal. … health 

Feb. 7, 1935 – Troop 25 will sponsor Father and Son Banquet Feb. 19 at the Community Building. … 

entertainment 

Feb. 7, 1935 – Kenneth Fry, who has managed the local Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company store for the past 

2 ½ years, left for the city of Berlin last Monday to take over the management in that store. … Carl 

Huenberberg takes over the management. …  business 

Feb. 14, 1935 – Files of 1900. Frank Mueller now has pair of white squirrels at this store. … history 

Feb. 14, 1935 – Frank J. Yahr dies. … Feb. 21 - His daughter, Mrs. F. W. Siegmund, flies from Los Angeles 

to Chicago for funeral. …  

Feb. 14, 1935 – Charles Nickodem dies. … Feb. 21 - bartel 

Feb. 14, 1935 – Elmer Pomplin leaves Norwalk to take position as head mechanic in the garage of H. A. 

Freitag & Son, owners of the Chevrolet garage in Princeton. … business 

Feb. 14, 1935 – Albert Herrman paroled. ???? … crime 

Feb. 21, 1935 – Files of 1900. Otto Maulick has installed a new music box in his saloon. … business 

history 

Feb. 21, 1935 – Frank J. Yahr obit. 78. Born 1856. Came to Princeton at age 23 and entered into the 

lumber business with his stepbrother F.T. Yahr (1879?) and “later taking full possession.” “Mr. Yahr was 

rightly regarded as the grand old man of Princeton. … history 

Feb. 21, 1935 – Charles Nickodem obit. Heart attack. 75. Born in Poland in 1859 and came to America in 

1883. Eight years as section foreman (Antigo and Rhinelander) for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. 

Narcis preceded him. Surviving children: Frank, El Paso; Joe and Edmund, Chicago; Harry, Pittsburgh; 

Mrs. Edward Bartol, Green Lake. Became resident of Princeton in 1895 and entered with his brother 

Fred in the mercantile business and was active in this vocation until 1922. For the past 12 years he was 

employed at the Lawsonia as gardner and held this position ever since. … He has sister, Mrs. Thos. 

Schrey, of Princeton. He was supervisors of second ward. … bartel 



Feb. 21, 1935 – Mayor Philip Lehner Sr. appoints his son and city attorney, Philip Lehner Jr., as 

supervisor of second ward to succeed Charles Nickodem. … politics 

Feb. 21, 1935 – A. A. Sommerfeldt buys Adolph Hermann’s ice house on the banks of the Fox. … business 

Feb. 28, 1935 – Recently in a deal consummated J.P. Hotmar, the hardware dealer, gained possession of 

the fine building he is occupying on corner of Pearl and Water streets. Mr. Hotmar has occupied the 

building for the past number of years. … business 

Feb. 28, 1935 – Files of 1900. … A number of Princeton Republicans have received letters from Robt. La 

Follette asking their support in his candidacy for governor. Enclosed in each letter is a pamphlet 

containing the announcement of his candidacy. … It would seem that this section of the country is not 

being neglected by the politicians. … Railroad buys land in block 18 from Ferdinand Marquardt, August 

Weinkauf and Mrs. Hake. … history 

Feb. 28, 1935 – Long story on Boy Scout father and son banquet. “We trust that Troop No. 25 will 

become an institution and a factor in this community.” E. L. Hiestand,  Donald Fink, Ernest Hiestand Jr., 

Gilbert Grams, Dick Morse, Otto Hoffman, Curtis Peterson, Edw. Breitengross, Erling Peterson, Preston 

Hiestand, Curtis Peterson. … entertainnent 

Feb. 28, 1935 – Long story on musical entertainment at St. John’s Catholic. Josephine Novak among the 

presenters. I think she portrayed Blessed Virgin Mary and maybe was in choir “Vale of Song Waltz”??? … 

bartel 

Feb. 28, 1935 – Remember Feb. 22, 1922? Feb. 22, 1922, a famous date to Princeton history. Just 13 

years ago on Washington’s birthday we were visited by the most destructive sleet storm ever witnessed 

her. One awakened in the dark hours of the morning to the cracking of limbs of trees, shorn by the 

heavy sheathing of ice in which they were encased. Telephone poles and light poles and wires were 

down in all sections of the city and the surrounding community. Electric and telephone service were out 

for the better part of the week. Huge and beautiful shade trees were wrecked beyond repair. It was a 

sorrowful sight. It will not be forgotten so soon by those who witnessed the Feb. 22, 1922 sleet storm. … 

health history 

March 7, 1935 – Files of 1899? It has been estimated by our dealers that over $5,000 has been paid out 

for wheels in Princeton since 1921.????? … Dr. Racek and Fred Caldwell have set out shade trees in front 

of their lots on Short Street. … Gard Green is fixing up the building formerly occupied by W. J. Mesick as 

a farming implement store for Sammy Michel, who will open a dry goods store about the 20th of this 

month. … the building recently vacated by Ziebell Bros. … business history 

March 7, 1935 – Pleasant Valley Home Makers group. Leaders Mrs. Anton Novak and Mrs. Otto Berger. 

… farm progress 

March 7, 1935 – Rambling Wrecks, the newly organized orchestra of this city, played for a dance at the 

Center House Tuesday evening. … entertainment 

March 7, 1935 – F. C. Krueger, convicted Jan. 7, 1932, and sentenced to 5 to 15 years in the state prison, 

has filed application for an absolute pardon and will be given a public hearing before Governor Philip La 

Follette on or about April 3, 1935. … crime business 



March 7, 1935 – P. H. Evanson and family have come to Princeton with the intentions of making this 

their permanent home. They will be located in the place formerly known as Louis Miller’s. They will 

engage in various enterprises. It will not be a retail store, but rather a sales distributing for the various 

counties in central Wisconsin. … business 

March 7, 1935 – Waterworks referendum ballot. … March 14 – At the last council meeting resolutions 

and ordinances were passed to submit to a vote the question relating to the bond issue for water and 

sewer. The water bonds amount to $50,000 and the sewerage bonds to $37,000, making a total of 

$87,000. The council meeting was attended by a large crowd. …  improvement 

March 14, 1935 – Files of 1894? A. F Hennig leases ground of the railroad company and commences 

erecting a building to carry on his business of stone cutting. The building is located west of John Pahl’s 

premise. … business history 

March 14, 1935 – Cattle fair. Wednesday of last week, Princeton entertained the largest assemblage of 

people in many a day, coming here from far and near to attend the monthly fair. Water street, 

Washington street, Pearl street, Main street, Farmer street and Short street were jammed with 

automobiles and it is estimated that between 1,200 to 1,500 cars were in evidence bringing to the city 

about 5,000 people. Princeton business houses all report an excellent business. The Little German Band 

was on hand and entertained the large crowd from morning to evening. Then, too, the Oshkosh Brewing 

Co. came here with their large beer truck and advertised their product, “Bock Beer,” with a parade 

headed by a bock goat, the Little German Band and others. This, too, greatly added to the excitement of 

the day. … entertainment 

March 14, 1935 – It is very important the citizens of our city vote “YES” for the water works and sewage 

plant next Monday, March 18. The benefits to be gained by such a project are worth far more than their 

cost. Cheap water will attract business and industry to the city, better fire protection will result in 

reduced insurance rates, pure water and proper sewage disposal will result in less contamination, less 

sickness and better sanitary conditions. The immediate benefit will be the reduction of unemployment 

and relief. Jobs will be created for some of our local people, and business will increase accordingly to 

meet the demands of workers. Many other cities or villages of much smaller population have long ago 

realized the necessity and have installed this essential facility. Soon or later this city will be compelled to 

install water works and sewage. A number of our citizens are hesitating because of the fact that local 

taxes will be slightly higher, but we must also realize that their fire insurance rate will be reduced and 

for at least five or six months a large number of our unemployed who are now receiving aid will find 

employment at a good salary. Several years ago our neighboring city, Markesan, installed water works 

and sewage and have it all paid for and a substantial sum of money in their treasury. Markesan’s fire 

rate on dwellings is 55 cents per one hundred, and Princeton pays 85 cents per one hundred, a 

difference of 30 cents. Think what this will mean to the city of Princeton! It will be put back on its feet 

after living through, we might say, several years of a depression slump. The people of Princeton should 

not reject this opportunity or favor and postpone action on setting up a water and sewage plant of their 

own. … improvement 

March 21, 1935 – Files of 1894. Various houses mention – block P. … Jule Henning is having that store 

room recently occupied by W. F. Viel renovated and refitted for a new stock of goods. … business history 

 



March 21, 1935 – Princeton last Monday at a special election voted in favor of water works and sewage 

disposal with the small majority of 24 votes in the three wards. A very small vote throughout the city 

was cast, only 584 voters going to the polls. Following is the result of the election in the three precincts: 

First ward: for water and sewage 107, against 99; Second ward: For water and sewage 119, against 66; 

Third ward: For water works and sewage 48, against 85. Operations on the system will possibly begin the 

fore part of May. … improvement 

March 21, 1935 – Sale of Kelm’s beach ordered. 

March 21, 1935 – R. G. Wachholz and Son finished their auction sale last Saturday and selling out their 

complete stock. … It is the intention of Mr. Wachholz to thoroughly refinish the interior of the store and 

remodel the front. Herbert Wachholz and Arthur Jaster left for Milwaukee, Chicago and other points the 

fore part this week to buy an entire new stock of goods. … business 

March 21, 1935 – To Frank Pasieszek, local tonsorial artist, goes the honor of killing the large 70-pound 

dog which for the past 3 or 4 years has roamed this vicinity killing a number of sheep, chickens, ducks 

and pigs, and awakened citizens in their sleep at night. The dog has been trailed and hunted at various 

times and in each instance avoided from being caught. Last Tuesday morning frank arose early in the 

morning and after having placed a bait, the dog made its appearance near the St. John’s Catholic church 

where Mr. Pasieszek killed it with buck shot fired from a gun. … improvement 

March 28, 1935 – Files of 1894.  

March 28, 1935 – On Thursday of last week Mr. Holmes, from the Wisconsin Rapids office of the District 

Highway Engineer, came to Princeton to look over the Second Street bridge on the Princeton canal. 

Several weeks ago the Common Council passed a resolution requesting the highway department to 

relocate and rebuild this bridge. At the present time many believe this bridge to be the most dangerous 

spot along Green Lake County highways. … bridge improvement 

March 28, 1935 – John Spott preparing for the erection of a fine brick building on his lot on Fulton street 

this summer. …  

April 4, 1935 – Files of 1894. The rooms in Ponto’s building just west of Jule Hennig’s place are being 

fitted up for use as an office by Dr. McConnell. … business history  

April 4, 1935 – Anton Novak elected supervisor in Town of Princeton. John Novak is town constable. … 

bartel 

April 4, 1935 – Troop 25 Boy Scout court of honor … entertainment 

April 4, 1935 – Sheriff John Kasierski is quoted in Sunday’s Milwaukee Journal as stating that the old time 

farm auction is coming back into its own, especially in Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara counties. 

Says the sheriff: “I have been conducting auction sales on farms within a radius of 30 miles in these 

counties on an average of two a week for some time and each sale seems to draw larger crowds.” Sheriff 

Kasierski says he and John Steeps of Berlin were buys all afternoon recently at an auction on the old 

Siekierka farm northwest of Princeton on Highway 73. He said: “There were over 300 cars parked for a 

mile each side of the farm and packed inside the yard. From 1,000 to 1,500 persons attended that sale. 

It was one of the largest crowds I ever say in my 15 years as auctioneer. It has only been within the last 

few months that I have noticed such a spurt in the popularity of farm auction sales. Many renters are 



quitting the farm for other fields of activity, or moving to another section of the country. It looks to me 

as though 1935 might set a record for farm auctions.” … depression farm progress 

April 4, 1935 – Bids for water and sewer project will be opened at 7:30 p.m. April 18, 1935, at the 

chambers of the Common Council. … improvement 

April 11, 1935 – Files of 1894. St. Marie pilgrimage note. … history 

April 11, 1935 – Capitol News. The bill providing for the huge of appropriation of $4,880,000,000 for 

relief and public works program has finally passed both Houses of Congress. … politics 

April 11, 1935 – Fair Day busy at Princeton – article about Cattle Fair from Milwaukee Journal. … 

entertainment 

April 11, 1935 – Council minutes. April 2. Ald. Arthur Bierman moves for adoption of Resolution 35.09 to 

withdraw from the County Relief Unit. Ald. J. L. Bartol seconded the motion. Passes unanimously. … 

depression 

April 11, 1935 – At the declamatory and oratorical contest held at Green Lake Wednesday evening of the 

past week to which Green Lake, Markesan and Princeton High schools sent contestants, Princeton came 

out with flying colors, winning first place in each of the four divisions. In oratory, Elmer Rimpler won first 

place with “Handicapped Lives.” In declamatory, Jayn Lehner won first among four with the selection 

called “Shell of Self.” In the selected reading, Rosemary Kreilkamp won first among six contestants. Of 

the humorous declamations Ruth Weinkauf won first against one other selection called “I Wrote a Letter 

to My Love.” Subdistrict April 17 in N. Fond du Lac. … April 25 – Jayn Lehner wins declamatory contest. … 

Lehner wins district contest in De Pere. (In 1924, the district contest was also held at De Pere and Philip 

Lehner Jr. won first place in oratory.) … school 

April 18, 1935 – Files of 1894. Klawitter, the drayman, has also commenced filling the building on Short 

street, just south of the Republic office, with ice. … Miss Edith Long teaching kids at old engine house 

due to overcrowding. … business history 

April 18, 1935 – Julius Marquardt obit. 

April 18, 1935 – City Atty. Philip Lehner, Aldermen J. L. Bartol, J. J. Bartol, Arthur Bierman, Fred Siepert, 

A. A. Sommerfeldt, Gustav Teske and Wm. F. Huenerberg and electrician Arthur Stern drove to 

Milwaukee and Wauwatosa on Thursday of the past week and inspected hydrants for the Princeton 

waterworks. … improvement 

April 25, 1935 – Files of 1894. History of Morse property/house, corner Farmer and Water. … history 

April 25, 1935 – Judge Metzler rules against Mabel Bascom in attempt to get damages from city for 

injuries in accident that killed E. H. Kelm. … crime health 

May 2, 1935 – Mr. Ladwig is proprietor of The Pal. … business 

May 2, 1935 – Files of 1894. W. F. Luedtke has sold the property just east and adjoining his brick block to 

John Radtke. John will move his saloon therein. … Wm Whittemore buys Green residence on Farmer 

street opposite the brewery. … Phil. Byrns has purchased the grocery, crockery and glassware stock, 

good will, etc. of W. F. Viel. … business history 



May 2, 1935 – An unused part of the mill channel, extreme north of the mill channel, extreme north end 

on First street, for the past number of years presented an unsightly appearance, is being improved thru 

FERA project. Many truck loads of filling were required to level that part of the channel. Then, too, many 

truck loads of black dirt were hauled as a top dressing for seeding of lawn grass. Trees and shrubbery 

will beautify the spot. It is also planned that the space between the channel and the sidewalk on First 

street, extending to W. Main Street will be graded preparatory for a small park. On this, too, trees and 

flower beds will be provided. … depression 

May 9, 1935 – Files of 1894. Princeton’s first store – recently vacated by J. C. Thompson - is moved to 

make room for Princeton State Bank building by E. D. Morse to his lot on Main street. … business history 

May 9, 1935 – Softball schedule. Luke Buchen’s Mechanics replace the Tiger Brews. … sports 

May 9, 1935 – The district attorney is warning owners of gambling devices that they are violating the 

state law. Persons discovered in possession of the machine are liable to a penalty of one month to a 

year or a minimum fine of $100. … crime politics 

May 9, 1935 – State surveyors came here last week to make surveys for the new bridge crossing the mill 

channel on Second street on Highway 23 leading to Montello. … bridge improvement 

May 9, 1935 – A number of our citizens are employed at the present time on the local airport. Runways 

are being built and a number of other improvements made. The entire field has been surrounded with 

nicely painted cedar posts and wire have been stretched. The field will receive a coating of crushed lime 

stone and will be seeded with lawn grass. At the present time nine teams of horses are working in 

finishing the runways. The project, we are informed, will require about six weeks’ time to be finished. 

The work is supervised by E. H. Priebe, this city. … improvement airport depression 

May 16, 1935 – With its reputation at stake, the local school band went into the State Band 

Tournament, held at Wausau last Friday and Saturday, with a firm determination to retain its record and 

come home with its sixth consecutive first-place awards. 22 bands in Class D at Wisconsin School Music 

Association festival.   … school band 

May 16, 1935 – In a deal recently consummated between Max King and L. J. Whittemore, the latter 

takes over the building of the former on Water street. Mr. Whittemore will conduct a jewelry and watch 

and clock repairing establishment. … business 

May 16, 1935 – Mention of Princeton chapter of Future Farmers of America. … school farm progress 

May 23, 1935 – Bunce’s I.G.A. store sponsors champion cake baker of Princeton and vicinity contest in 

cooperation with the Band Mothers Club. Winner gets $2. Must use I.G.A. cake flour. … business 

May 23, 1935 – A representative of the National Reemployment Service will be at the Council Chambers 

of the City Hall on Friday, May 24, to make applications for all persons interested in securing 

employment on the waterworks and sewerage projects. Anyone wishing employment must file his 

application with the National Reemployment service. … improvement depression 

May 23, 1935 – Files of 1900.  

May 23, 1935 – Dance at Uncle Tom’s Cabin, West Side, Saturday evening, May 25, to the music of the 

Top Hands of W.I.B.U. Pea Vine Shorty and Rattle Snake Slim. … entertainment 



May 30, 1935 – Files of 1900. Express office has been moved to the depot. … St. Marie pilgrimage. … 

business history 

May 30, 1935 – Monday of this week Mr. Philip Hottel, assistant resident engineer inspector of the 

Public Works Administration, came to Princeton to take over his new duties as inspector in charge of the 

Princeton water works and sewerage project. Mr. Hottel is now located in his temporary offices in the 

council chambers at the City Hall. Before coming to Princeton, Mr. Hottel was temporarily in charge of 

the work at Marion, Wisconsin. … improvement depression 

May 30, 1935 – Fire of undetermined origin destroyed the home of Dr. and Mrs. O. P. Schnetzky on 

Fulton street last Friday night shortly after 11 o’clock. The fire was discovered by passing motorists and 

the fire department was immediately notified and when arriving at the scene the whole building was a 

mass of flames, which destroyed all the furnishings and left but a shell of the building standing. Dr. 

Schnetzky, with his wife and several friends, drove to a cottage at White Lake to attend a party of a 

friend. Shortly after 11 o’clock they received a call that their home was afire. By the time they reached 

this city the place was in ruins. … Lost in the flames was the doctor’s entire fishing and hunting 

equipment which runs into a considerable amount of money as it was of the obtainable. The residence 

was the property of Fred Ponto. … Doctor and wife move to former Jule Schalow house owned by Mr. 

and Mrs. Mike Blankavage, who are leaving for the next four months. … health 

May 30, 1935 – As a result of the West Side Canadians withdrawing from the league we have but one 

game of soft ball to report for this issue. On Monday evening the Barbers were on hand to play their 

game with the West Siders, but this team refused to go onto the field unless the Mechanics gave one of 

their players a release so he could play with them. This the manager of the Mechanics refused to do, 

and the manager of the Barbers team, Carl Kuehneman, refused to put his team onto the field unless 

they stayed by their original lineups. The officials gave them a set time in which to either get ontot he 

field or else withdraw from the league. They chose the later, and immediately a new entry was named, 

to be called the Catholic Order of Foresters and composed of Foresters. (Donald Jackowski, manager) … 

sports 

May 30, 1935 – Class B liquor license now $50. … prohibition business 

June 6, 1935 – Files of 1899. Gard Green has put an entrance door in the store room next to Tailor 

Buck’s place of business that is a study for the old masters; the inside of the room will be trimmed with 

green and gold tinted moulding. There is nothing too good for Gard. … Charley Sears will move his 

grocery store into the room recently occupied by Will Whittemore in the Green building. … Teske & 

Zierke have sold the dredge used for enlarging their mill race to parties at Tomahawk. … business history 

June 6, 1935 – Shot by a federal agent as he and a rum runner companion attempted to flee from “G” 

men who raided a bootlegging hideout in this city Monday night, Edwin Kuhle, 23, Fond du Lac, died 

early that morning in the offices of Dr. O. P. Schnetzky. Kuhle was shot when his companion suddenly 

started their automobile to escape from agents who were forcing them into the car. The companion 

described as an ex-convict, escaped after dumping Kuhle into a parked automobile on the other side of 

the city. First reports were that Kuhle had been shot by alcohol runners but an official explanation was 

offered by Lane Maloney, chief of the federal treasury agents in Wisconsin, who arrived in Princeton 

shortly after the shooting. Maloney, according to United Press reports, said that Kuhle was shot 

accidentally by Agent Joseph Quin after two agents had arrested Kuhle and a companion. Quin’s gun 



was discharged when he was struck by the rum runner’s car as it started suddenly. The shot entered 

Kuhle’s chest and he fell into the car as his companion drove off down the road. A few minutes later the 

ex-convict stopped the car, a dark colored Pontiac and dumped Kuhle into a parked automobile on the 

other side of town. The car into which Kuhle was put belong to his father, Fred Kuhle, also of Fond du 

Lac. The father took his son to Schnetzky’s office where he died. The shot had entered his right rib and 

drove upward, lodging against the back of the neck. Sheriff John Kasierski of Green Lake county, called 

to the scene, held in custody Fred Kuhle and the agents until Tuesday morning. An inquest held found 

Kuhle’s death was “accidental.” The sheriff searched Monday night and Tuesday morning for Kuhle’s 

companion. No trace of him has been found. The shooting occurred shortly after agents had arrested 

Kuhle and the ex-convict. Two agents made friends with Kuhle in Fond du Lac and made arrangements 

with him to buy bootleg alcohol. Monday night in the company of his father, Kuhle drove the agents to 

Princeton to secure the illegal liquor. The father stopped at a tavern and parked his car while Kuhle took 

the agents to an old mill on the west side of town. At the mill the second bootlegger put in his 

appearance and he and Kuhle sold the liquor to the agents. As soon as the sale had been consummated 

and the liquor transferred to the waiting automobile the agents arrested the pair. Dr. G. G. Mueller 

presented X-rays showing that the bullet entered Kuhle’s body about six inches beneath the right 

shoulder and back of the right arm. It traveled upward to a point below the left jawbone. The shooting 

took place when the agents were forcing the bootleggers into the automobile. Three more agents put in 

appearance shortly after Kuhle’s companion had escaped. They were all held temporarily by Sheriff 

Kasierski until they were properly identified, the father, held in jail over night, was released. Kuhle 

returned to Fond du Lac Tuesday with the body of his son. Accompanying him was the slain youth’s wife 

whom he married late last fall, and her brother. Sheriff Kasierski believed that the escaped bootlegger is 

miles from this county by this time. No trace of him has been reported. … crime prohibition 

June 6, 1935 – Princeton Troop 25 will be host to the Berlin District 1935 District Camp-O-Ree at Kelm 

Beach June 7-9. … entertainment 

June 6, 1935 – Scout conference held at Twin Lakes. Introduction to 360-acre camp. … entertainment 

June 6, 1935 – Dahlke & Giese razing an old building at their lumber yards. They intend to move their 

lumber yard office which will be replaced with a fine modern new building. … business 

June 13, 1935 – missing? 

June 20, 1935 – Files of 1890.  

June 27, 1935 – Files of 1900. Frank Borsack has the frame work of his new blacksmith shop started. … 

business history 

June 27, 1935 – At a special meeting held at the Council Chambers on the evening of June 20, the 

Common Council voted to go off the Green Lake County Relief Unit. The Green Lake County Relief Unit is 

a relief organization organized under authority of the Federal Relief Administration. The council decided 

last November to go on this system of relief so that the incompleted airport project could be finished 

and to give employment to the city’s unemployed. Under this system of relief, the state and federal 

governments paid about 75 percent of the relief costs and the city of Princeton paid the balance or 

about 25 percent of the total cost of relief. There was also a special appropriation for the payment of 

the teams and machinery used on the airport, which was paid 100 percent by the government. Both the 



West Side park and the airport have been completed and the council decided that, because of the 

expense to the city, it was to the best interests of the taxpayers to now go off this relief plan, as the 

waterworks and sewerage project should furnish employment to the unemployed. … The city water 

works well was completed last Tuesday afternoon after about three weeks drilling. The well, 12 inches in 

diameter, is down to a depth of 404 feet and is considered one of the best wells in the state. It is a 

flowing well throwing a steady stream of water at the rate of about 4,500 gallons per hour. Digging 

trenches for the water works and sewage began last week on the west side of First street and West 

Main street. … improvement depression 

June 27, 1935 – Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Nyeggen and two daughters came to this city recently from Spring 

Valley and will be engaged in the Kidman building which has been remodeled to suit the needs of the 

new proprietor. Also the store has been provided with a new front of the very latest design. Mr. 

Nyeggen will have his opening day on Wednesday, July 3, with a brand new stock of goods of every 

description. … business 

July 4, 1935 – Files of 1900. Thirty years ago this spring the new swing to the bridge was completed. … 

One of the abutments supporting the western approach of the draw bridge has been receiving repairs 

this week. … bridge history 

July 4, 1935 – Montello State Bank robbed by two armed men just before noon Friday. First successful 

bank robbery in state this year. The bank was held up Aug. 15, 1930, during an epidemic of bank 

robberies. … crime 

July 4, 1935 – Dance at Freidrich’s Hall in Germania and White Lake Beach … entertainment 

July 4, 1935 – Sheriff’s sale foreclosure. State vs. Joseph L. Bartel, Mrs. Joseph L. Bartel, Walter S. Bartel 

and Edward B. Bartel. Sept. 3, 1935. … bartel 

July 11, 1935 – Nice descriptive softball story with lots of names. … sports 

July 11, 1935 – The Gartman tent circus a miniature novelty which has been seen by hundreds of 

thousands of persons since it was first constructed, will appear here Friday evening, July 12, on the lot 

next to the Giese & Giese garage under the auspices of the local Boy Scout troop. The Scouts will put on 

an advance campaign and distribute programs and also take charge of the sale at the gate receiving a 

percentage on all the tickets sold. Animals, performers and equipment in this circus are built on the 

scale of one inch to the foot and is billed as a four-ring wild animal model circus. Included in the 

miniature setting are all of the regular big circus features, such as wild animal acts, bare back riders, 

jugglers and tumblers, clowns, animal herds, a cannibal family, an Indian village, plantation dancers and 

many other exhibits. The entire circus will be shown here. It is operated by intricate mechanism and 

took 24 years to equip. … For months at a time it has played to large crowds in Detroit, Cleveland, 

Chicago and other midwestern states. … entertainment 

July 18, 1935 – Files of 1900. A. A Manthey is still doing an extensive business in the poultry line. He has 

shipped about four thousand pounds of chickens and turkeys this week. … business history 

July 18, 1935 – Mrs. Edith (Long) Drager, of Milwaukee, sends regards re: silver wedding anniversary of 

H. O. Whittemore, as does H. A. Long, of Markesan. Children of Ellen Long. … crime 



July 18, 1935 – Report to state DPI “shows 74 school districts in Green Lake County under the county 

superintendent’s jurisdiction. Three districts maintain high schools with grades, two state-graded 

schools maintain two years of high school work with grades, two state-graded schools and 67 one-room 

schools maintain grades one to eight. Of the 67 districts maintaining a 1-room school, 8 are transporting 

to adjoining districts. Aid to districts depends upon the number of teachers listed in this report and the 

average attendance in graded schools determines the number of elementary teachers upon which the 

public-school fund, Section 40.87, is apportioned. … In graded schools the average daily attendance 

must be between 25 and 60 to receive state and county aid for two teachers, between 61 and 90 to 

receive state and county aid for three teachers, between 91 and 120 to receive state and county aid for 

four teachers. … The city of Princeton with an average daily attendance of 102 is legally entitled to 

receive state and county aid for four teachers, but they only receive aid for three teachers, the number 

employed. … schools 

July 18, 1935 – Fried perch every Saturday night at the “Buckhorn” tavern. Fred Breivogel, proprietor. … 

business 

July 18, 1935 – Where is Mrs. John Shew’s millinery store? Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Dreblow occupy the flat 

above it. … business 

July 18, 1935 – Work was begun on the pumping station for the waterworks last Monday afternoon. The 

building which will be of concrete and title will have a dimension of 30x30. The brick front faces E. Main 

street. … improvement depression 

July 25, 1925 – H. J. Schroeder, our local drayman, was busily engaged with this crew of men Friday and 

Saturday hauling the heavy iron works for the water tower. This tower is to be built on the J. W. Lese 

premises on the west side. Some of these pieces weight 8,000 pounds. … improvement depression 

July 25, 1935 – Tiger ‘Purrs’ Again. Princeton Brewery Company Re-Opens. After being closed for a 

period of seven months, the Princeton Brewing Company, makers of the favorite Tiger Brew and 

Princeton Pale, again opened its doors with J. W. Laper, of Fairwater, as manager and Paul Hobisch as 

superintendent and brew master. The long awaited permit, approving the manufacture of beer by the 

Princeton Brewing Company, was received last Saturday, July 20, and on last Monday the brewery 

opened full blast. Extra-fine Princeton Pale will be on market, at Christmas time the gold old German-

style Muench Brau will be ready, and after Christmas the Bock Beer season will be open. Princeton is 

well pleased with the fact that a number of our citizens will again received employment with the re-

opening of this organization. The following is the list of the employees at the opening: Theo. Radtke, 

assistant brewmaster; Paul Hunt and Fred Hunt, engineers; Addison Berwick, cellar man; John Pytiak, 

foreman of bottle house; Arnold Kelm and Alfred Freiheit, truck drivers; and Rosalie Rimpler, book 

keeper. As business progresses and increases, extra help will be employed. We are informed by the 

brewmaster that by the middle of August the Princeton Brewing Company expects to have its beer on 

the market. Several new improvements have been added, including four new pressure vats and a meter 

attached to the racking machine With these additions the brewery can be considered a first-class 

industry, and Princeton is honored in being able to boast it. … factory 

July 25, 1935 – 135 attend Princeton Rod and Gun Club annual banquet at the Community Hall. D. O. 

Trainer wins Secretary’s Cup as winner of the annual crow hunt. Mr. Leo Bartol captained the winning 



team. The hunt results: 237 owls, 6 owl eggs, 673 hawks, 72 hawk eggs, 1683 crows, 513 crow eggs, 

1867 rats, 613 turtles, 2974 gophers. … sports 

July 25, 1935 – Boy Scouts go to Twin Lakes for two weeks: Gilbert Grams, Ernest Hiestand, Preston 

Hiestand Jr., Donald Kreilkamp, Paul Ladwig Jr., Theodore Marshall, Keith Merrill, Sylvester Moore, Dick 

Morse, Curtis Peterson, Erling Peterson, Neal Peterson and Lyle Priske. Includes description of camp. … 

Aug. 1 – water carnival results, Princeton does well. … Aug. 8 – Scout return with following 

advancements achieved: Life Scout, Erling Peterson; Star, Ernest Hiestand; First Class, Neal Peterson; 

Second Class, Donald Kreilkamp. … entertainment 

July 25, 1935 – Files of 1900.  

July 25, 1935 – About thirty members of the Homemakers Club of the Princeton center gathered for a 

picnic dinner Thursday. Miss Ruth Peck, of the Extension Service of the university, praised the six clubs 

of Princeton center. Eleven of the twelve leaders were present. They are as follows: Mrs. Henry 

Loshkinski of the Oak Grove Club; Mrs. Art Oelke and Miss Ella Berndt of the Dayton Club; Mrs. Otto 

Berger and Miss Helen Schultz of the Pleasant Valley Club; Mrs. Orlo Warnke and Mrs. E. H. Mevis of the 

Princeton Club; Mrs. John Kalupa and Mrs. Alex Rozek of the West Side Club; and Mrs. Ray Thrall of the 

Park Side Club. … farm progress 

 August 1, 1935 – Files of 1900. The work of connecting all of the telephones was completed Monday 

night and the exchange is now is good working order. … There are now 37 phones in the exchange. … 

history 

August 1, 1935 – WLS Merry Go Round with the Cumberland Ridge Runners, Red Foley, Slim Miller, Kari 

and Harty, Linda Parker, Billy Woods, Pancakees and Play Party Girls will be here in person on the stage 

of the local theater on Wednesday, Aug. 7th, for one day only. … entertainnent 

August 1, 1935 – Progressive picnic huge success. … Only at one time in the history of this city did such 

crowds swarm to a celebration as they did last Sunday, and that at the time of the dedication of the 

airport and the American Legion memorial. Every inch of the City Park and available parking space was 

occupied. The day was blessed with ideal weather and people came from great distances to attend the 

picnic of the Progressive club sponsored in the city park. It is estimated that about xx,000 people 

attended the celebration. The program was opened with a parade through the business section of this 

city, with Redgranite high school band, the Westfield band, advertising the Westfield brewery beer 

which was exclusively sold at the picnic, and the Princeton high school band. … A splendid cafeteria 

dinner was served by Mrs. Emil Deibert and her assistants. … Governor Philip La Follette arrived ab 

about 3:30 o’clock and immediately took the speakers stand and the thousands of people, most of them 

Progressives, heard the governor as he called on them to help stir the state senate to acton He was 

highly pleased with the immense crowd. He drew their unanimous applause when he said, “If your 

representative in the Legislature tries to block the fight for improvement, use your power to vote to 

keep him home for good.” Paying tribute to the first birthday party anniversary of the Progressive party, 

the state executive outlined the origin of the movement and said it was a marvelous record of politica 

achievement. Since the World War, Gov. La Follette declared, “we have pursued a general policy 

reduction. … We are trying to remedy this situation in the wrong way. We tried reducing wages and 

production, what we need is to build strength and vitality. The total income of the United States has 

been cut almost in half. In 1920 the individual could carry the tax burden because he had the income; 



today his income has shrunk and he cannot bear the burden. Our able-bodied men and women must go 

back to the good old American principle of giving people an opportunity to earn their own living from 

useful, decent work. The government must provide useful and productive jobs. Some day, he 

prophesied, this country is going to wake up and find that $4,000,000,000 for relief is too small. We can 

stop relief only by offering decent, constructive work.” He closed by cautioning Progressive enthusiasts 

to work slowly in the development of their new party, making sure that the foundation is solid before 

attempting reorganization in new territories. …  The celebration was without question the biggest of its 

kind ever attempted in Princeton. … The Progressive club has every right to feel proud of the fine 

showing Sunday for it was nothing short of being a marvelous success. Visitors included Alexander 

Papwastasion, former prime minister of Greece, who was visiting friends’ cottage on Green Lake. … 

entertainment politics 

August 1, 1935 – Scott McCormick went to Buena Vista, Stevens Point, Wild Rose and Saxeville last 

week, where he visited relatives. He made the trip with his bicycle. 

August 8, 1935 – Henry Menge Resort on Lake Puckway is mentioned often in paper, this time in 

connection with blossoming of the lotus bed. More description. … business 

August 8, 1935 – Files of 1900.  

August 8, 1935 – Last Tuesday the local receiving station for yellow stringless wax beans enjoyed a 

banner day. J. W. Kohnke, manager, assisted by Clarence Oelke, informed us that 10,000 pounds were 

shipped to the Fuhreman Co, Berlin, on that day. From 3 to 5 ton are daily received. Fifteen lady 

snippers are employed at the station. The beans are grown by surrounding farmers and city people who 

anticipate a handsome return on their labors. Mr. Kohnke ahs been at the head of this project for the 

past number of years. … farm progress 

August 8, 1935 – Paul Bobisch, braumeister of the Princeton Brewing Company, has announced August 

15th as the day on which the first keg and case of Tiger Brew and Princeton Pale will leave the brewery 

premises. For the past week three employees of the Dunck Tank Works of Milwaukee have been 

installing four new pressure vats in the cellar. All kegs have been freshly pitched ready for the first filling, 

and plenty of beer is on hand to meet the needs of the buyer. Mr. Bobisch has informed us that he has 

sampled the beer and it is extra-fine. The Republic will not try to dispute the word of a good German 

braumeister, such as Paul Bobisch is. However, we would have enjoyed seeing him smack his lips after 

he had tasted the first glass of beer. He has also informed us that the very best materials were used in 

the manufacture of the beer and that a good old German formula was used, which he brought along 

with him directly from Germany. We feel sure that Princeton Pale and Tiger Brew may be compared only 

with the best, but that we will have to travel far to meet its equal. … Ad on another page. Princeton 

Brewing Company, Makers of Princeton Pale, Laper & Bobisch, co-partners. … J. W. Laper, of Fairwater, 

connected with the Princeton Brewery, was a business visitor here Monday. … factory 

August 8, 1935 – Need to go back and check, but mast here lists Princeton Republic – Publishers. … 

business 

August 15, 1935 – Operations for waterworks began on E. Main street last Monday morning and was 

finished to Farmer street shortly after the noon hour Tuesday. Farmer street from Water street to Main 

Street was also completed that day. A number of streets on the east side were completed with water 



mains several days ago. On the west side sewer pipes have been laid and water mains will follow. The 

water tower is nearing completion which is located on the west side on a big hill. The 100,000-gallon 

reservoir is also nearly finished. Operations on the pump house, located directly west of City Hall, will 

begin in the near future. The contract for the sewage disposal plant to date has not been awarded. … 

improvement depression 

August 15, 1935 – Files of 1904.  

August 15, 1935 – Laverne Fude and Helen Slablosheski, members of the Princeton 4-H club, won first 

place at the county 4-H demonstration contest held at the Princeton High School last Monday with their 

demonstration “Canning corn the improved way.” Thirteen teams representing four clubs in the county 

took part in the contest. … Otto Hoffman and Paul Fude of the Princeton 4-H Club, received first place in 

the agricultural demonstrations. They demonstrated how to caponize young Cockerels for high quality 

meat production. … Both teams will compete at the State Fair. … farm progress 

August 15, 1935 – The Princeton Brewery delivered their newly made beer Wednesday afternoon. Those 

who have tasted the product declares it “par excellence.” … factory 

August 15, 1934 – Both the Heinz pickle factory and the Rose & Sauerbrei concern are receiving a large 

amount of cucumbers now. … factory 

August 15, 1934 - Miss Emily Miller, who has been employed with the Wisconsin Telephone Company 

here for the past four years was transferred to Waukesha, where her parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Miller, 

are residing. …  

August 15, 1934 – Note about the Wm. Kelm Beach, west shore of Green Lake. … entertainment 

August 22, 1934 – Files of 1899.  

August 22, 1934 – Saturday of the past week and Tuesday this week were the banner days at the local 

receiving station for yellow stringless wax beans. On Saturday between 5 and six tons were taken in. On 

Tuesday more than 6 tons were received. Manager Julius Kohnke and his assistant, Clarence Oehlke, are 

kept busy in taking care of the mass of beans. About 16 women are employed in snipping and when this 

work is finished, they are hauled to Berlin by truck load where they are canned for the trade. … farm 

progress 

August 22, 1934 – Business progress at the Princeton Brewing Company. On last Wednesday morning 

the first Princeton Pale and Tiger Brew was racked off at the Princeton Brewing Company, and on the 

afternoon of the same day the first delivery was made. It may be interesting to learn that the Leo 

Schewe Tavern in this city received the first half barrel and J. W. Laper, Fairwater, the first case. 

Brewmaster Paul Bobisch extended an invitation to all local tavern keepers to visit the tap room of the 

brewery to sample the beer. During the course of the day practically every bar tender and tavern 

proprietor in the city of Princeton was present to try the first Princeton Pale, and all left with a smile of 

satisfaction, after congratulating the brewmaster and the Princeton Brewing Company upon their fine 

product. On last Thursday the first trucking was done to Wautoma, Neshkoro, Westfield, Harrisville, 

Brandon, Fairwater, Manchester, Markesan, Marquette and Green Lake. Both truck drivers were very 

much pleased and enthused with the first day’s business. But they were even more pleased when, upon 

the second trip through the same territory, repeat orders were obtained. This proved that the public 



was well satisfied and asked for more. Princeton Pale was on tap last Sunday at the Catholic school 

picnic, and many fine and deserving compliments were extended upon the super-fine quality of the 

beer. … factory business 

August 29, 1934 – The Princeton Rod and Gun Club will hold its first annual picnic and field day at the St. 

John’s Catholic School grounds on Sunday, Sept. 1. … Sept. 5 – “a distinct success” despite bad weather. 

Montello won Silver Cup for team shooting. … sports 

August 29, 1934 – Files of 1900. Judge Burnell has filed his decision in the case of the town of Princeton 

vs. the village of Princeton, which has been pending for the last two years. … politics history 

August 29, 1934 – Laying of sewer pipes was commenced last Monday morning on corner of E. Main and 

Farmer streets at the L. A. Merrill residence. The project is meeting with considerable difficulty because 

of the large among of water filling the trench. Power pumps are used continuously to do away with the 

water. … improvement depression 

August 29, 1934 – In the contest which came to a close at the V. A. Yahr store several weeks ago, the last 

number, 062844, showed up and was held by Walter Bartol, Route 1, east of the city, winning the 

bathroom scale. … bartel 

August 29, 1934 – Erick Rick, of Neshkoro, was a business caller in this city last Tuesday. Mr. Rick 

recently acquired the ownership of the D X filling station and garage. John Ronspies is the manager. … 

business 

August 29, 1934 – We are informed that A. H. Schultz, Wautoma, has taken over the agency for the 

Princeton Brewery. … What does that mean? … factory 

Sept. 5, 1935 – The Woman’s Club has decided to sponsor the organization of a Girl Scouts troop in this 

city. The chairman of the Childs Welfare Committee of the club, Mrs. G. G. Mueller, together with Mrs. 

Victor Drill, Mrs. E. Hiestand and Mrs. Mace Morse drove to Ripon last Wednesday to secure necessary 

information regarding organization of the club here. A meeting was held Wednesday afternoon at the 

home of Mrs. G. G. Krueger where further plans were discussed. Miss Ione Krueger has volunteered to 

act as leader for the girls. The first formal meeting of the girls will be held on Wednesday evening, Sept. 

11, at the Club Rooms of the Woman’s Club in the Community Hall. … entertainment 

Sept. 5, 1935 – First place was again awarded to the booth prepared by the Princeton 4-H club under the 

direction of Mr. Kasakaitas in the 4-H Educational Class at the Wisconsin State Fair. … In the home 

economics division, first place was awarded to a booth prepared by Miss Genevieve Bartel. The title of 

the booth was “4-H Girls Can for Balanced Meals.” La Verne Fude and Helen Slaborsheski did not place 

in the demonstration contest. Otto Hoffman, Paul Fude and Edward Breity well represented the local 

chapter of Future Farmers of America. … farm progress 

Sept. 5, 1935 – To Mrs. Wm. F. Huenerberg goes the distinction of growing the largest canna in this city 

and the surrounding community. She planted a bulb near the Huenerberg filling station which grew to a 

height of 6 feet. The plant at the present time is in full bloom. Mrs. Huenerberg has a number of other 

species of flowers which attract the attention of tourists and citizens. … entertainment 

Sept. 5, 1935 – In a deal consummated between Mrs. S. E. Mackowski and Prin. C. J. Kreilkamp, the 

latter became the owner of the former’s residence locate on Clinton street, opposite the Lutheran 



parsonage. Mr. Kreilkamp and family will take possession in the near future. Mrs. Mackowski will occupy 

the upper flat during the winter months. ..  

Sept. 5, 1935 – Files of 1899. Hundreds of bushels of potatoes have been marketed here during the past 

week and our buyers have had all they could do. It is a common occurrence to see from 10 to 40 teams 

drawn up in line waiting to unload. … history 

Sept. 12, 1935 – The city fire department was alarmed last Sunday morning at 1:30 o’clock when fire 

was discovered in the feed grinding mill of Lester Frederick and the office of the Gehl Monumental shop. 

The building is owned by Andrew Schultz. Chemicals only were used in putting out the fire which 

originated in the roof of the building. L. A. Merrill, chief of police, discovered the smoke coming from the 

building and sent in the alarm. Recently the north part of the building is occupied by Lester Frederick, 

who has installed feed grinding machinery. He is busy throughout the day, farmers coming here from far 

and near to have their feed ground. The fire did not do sufficient damage to delay his grinding business. 

Mr. Schultz had the building insured, and the loss is sufficiently covered. Repairs will be made in the 

near future. … business 

Sept. 12, 1935 – Committee appointed by county board plans tuberculin test to be made among the 

school children of Green Lake County. … health 

Sept. 12, 1935 – The local receiving station for stringless beans ended a very successful season on 

Thursday, Sept. 12. The beans were shipped out daily to the Fuhreman Co., at Berlin, where they were 

canned for the trade. Many a day more than six ton left the local station. The beans were grown by 147 

farmers and citizens of this city and are classed as the best quality ever produced in this vicinity. The 

grower received a price of 2 ½ cents per pound. The station was opened on July 22. Sixteen lady 

snippers were employed throughout the season who received 1 cent per pound. The total sum of beans 

received was 190,000 pounds. Julius Kohnke, this city, was the manager of the enterprise and was 

assisted by Clarence Oelke. We congratulate both these gentlemen for the efficient manner in which 

they cared for their patrons and their snippers. Let’s hope that many more acres of stringless beans will 

be grown in this vicinity next season. It provides a good income for many of our citizens. … farm 

progress 

Sept. 12, 1935 – Files of 1899. 

Sept. 12, 1935 – In a deal transacted the latter part of last week between the F. J. Yahr estate and V. A. 

Yahr the latter became the owner of the store building and the warehouse which he has been occupying 

for the last several years. … business 

Sept. 12, 1935 – Laying of sewer pipes on Water and Farmer streets was commenced this week. 

Between Farmer and Short streets following Water street east was completed last Wednesday. The 

digging machine was taken between Farmer to Clinton streets where sewer pipes are now laid. Farmer 

street from the corner of Main Street to Water street is still in progress. East Main Street, both sewer 

and water was completed last week. … improvement depression 

Sept. 19, 1935 – The New La Follette … politic s 



Sept. 19, 1935 – The Erich Mueller building located east of his implement establishment is undergoing 

considerable improvements in the interior. When completed it will be occupied by the Boy Scouts. … 

entertainment business 

Sept. 19, 1935 – Last Monday afternoon brick layers began at the local waterworks pumping station. 

Five men are employed in laying bricks and five men are employed as tenders. The building when 

completed will greatly add to the beauty of that section of the city. … improvement depression 

Sept. 19, 1935 – Files of 1899. Father Wozny transferred to this city. … catholic history 

Sept. 26, 1935 – Files of 1900.  

Sept. 26, 1935 – The brick work at the local waterwork pumping station is nearly completed. The roof of 

the building is under construction and will be completed in a few days. The building is divided into two 

parts and the south room will be occupied by the Electric Light Dept. while the rear room will be 

provided with pumping machinery for the waterworks. Sewers are being laid on Farmer street and on 

this street the work will be completed in a short time. Sewer work and water mains on other streets will 

be in progress next week. … improvement depression 

Oct. 3, 1935 – Files of 1900. Teske & Zierke putting in a new waste way … J. Wm. Worm purchases 

engine house. … business history 

Oct. 10, 1935 – Contractors on the waterworks and sewerage project are at the present time engaged in 

laying water mains and sewerage pipes across the Fox river, directly south of the bridge. A dredge has 

been placed to dig a trench ten feet below the water line. The work was begun about ten days ago from 

the west side of the shore line and at the present time the pipes are placed half way across the river. A 

diver who came here from Chicago is engaged in connecting the pipes below the water line. Other men 

are engaged in laying pipes on Fulton street and making house connections. … improvement depression 

Oct. 10, 1935 – council minutes Oct. 1. Council votes to borrow $16,500 to complete construction of 

water works and sewerage projects. … improvement depression 

Oct. 10, 1935 – Paul Ladwig hearing Tuesday in Milwaukee at the federal building. … crime 

Oct. 17, 1935 – The Boy Scouts, this city, are still engaged in remodeling and decorating the Erich 

Mueller building which they are to use jointly with the Girl Scouts for their gatherings. The partition, 

dividing the building has been removed, making it into one large room with a kitchen in the rear. Walls 

have been painted and a new floor laid. The furnishings which the scouts used in their previous quarters 

will again be used. They are sending out a plea for donations for furniture. A stove, chairs, benches, 

tables, lamps or anything that can be used will be very acceptable. If, during the fall house cleaning 

housewives find any unused pieces of furniture which they will donate or lend they are requested to 

phone Miss Ione Krueger, Girl Scout captain, and they will be called for. At this time 35 have enrolled in 

the Girl Sout troop which has recently organized. Many of the mothers of the Girl Scouts have given 

theirassistance in getting the rooms ready for these two worthwhile organizations. … entertainment 

Oct. 17, 1935 – In a deal consummated last Tuesday between Herman Schroeder and Herman Busse, the 

former became the owner of the latter’s blacksmith shop, corner Pearl and Main streets. Mr. Schroeder 

informs us he will use the building mainly for storage purpose. … business 



Oct. 17, 1935 – H. E. Megow making his home in South Milwaukee with his daughter. …  

Oct. 17, 1935 – Files of 1900. 

Oct. 24, 1935 – Mascoutin Boy Scout District formed. Renamed from Berlin District. E. L. Hiestand 

elected chairman. … entertainment 

Oct. 31, 1935 – Files of 1900 

Nov. 7, 1935 – Herman Mosolf obit. 

Nov. 7, 1935 – Files of 1894. Aug. Ponto erected a fine residence on Water street. … history 

Nov. 7, 1935 – Another improvement has been added to the local theater. A new Da-lite sound screen of 

the latest type and design has just been installed. The new screen adds to clearer pictures with a soft 

white light very easy on the eyes. The material of the new screen also gives better conduction to the 

sound waves making for better sound reproduction. … entertainment 

Nov. 7, 1935 – Last Tuesday evening, Nov. 5, the council held its regular monthly meeting. … Proposed 

sewing project under the PWA for the city of Princeton. The council was informed that the PWA would 

have a project in the city for seamstresses and people willing to learn how to sew and pay them $45 per 

month if the city of Princeton would furnish a place for the sewing and heat and light this sewing room. 

The council immediately agreed to furnish a place for the project and to heat and light it. It is expected 

that this project will get under way before the end of the week. About ten or fifteen ladies interested in 

this project were present and heard the talk relative to the proposed sewing project. The council was 

informed that to be eligible to get on the project a woman must either be on relief or a borderline case. 

It is believed that the relief committee will have to select from the list of eligible women, ten women to 

work on the project. These projects are generally set up for ten women in a community the size of 

Princeton though Princeton will try to get a project for at least twenty women. The members of the 

relief committee are Gust Teske, chairman, Wm. Huenerberg and J. J. Bartol. … A. E. McMahon, city 

engineer, attended the council meeting and informed the council that his plans for the disposal plant 

had been approved both by the state PWA engineer, Mr. L. A. Kurtz, of Milwaukee, and by C. A. Harper, 

state health commissioner. It is expected that the bids on this project will be reveived at a special 

council meeting to be held at 8 o’clock on the evening of November 15. Acting on the advice of the city 

engineer the council consolidated the waterworks and sewerage utilities with the present Electric Light 

Utility. The council consolidated these utilities for the reason that they can be administered ore 

economically when consolidated in one department then if there were three separate departments. … 

The PWA has set November 15 as the deadline for all home owners of this city to enter into an 

agreement with the city to connect up to the municipal waterworks and sewerage project. After 

November 15 this project will be under the jurisdiction of the Wisconsin Public Service Commission. … 

improvement depression 

Nov. 14, 1935 – Princeton to sponsor six broadcasts over WIBU. The first five broadcasts will consist of 

numbers rendered by various civic organizations such as Ken Roberts’ orchestra, the high school band, 

and the Catholic and Lutheran church choirs. The Woman’s club also expressed their desire to further 

entertainment for one program during the series. The purpose of the sixth broadcast is a search for 

radio amateur talent in this vicinity. … entertainment 



Nov. 14, 1935 – Files of 1894. Vaccination is now being enforced in our schools. … history 

Nov. 21, 1935 – At a special meeting last Friday evening the common council and mayor received bids 

for the deep well turbine pump and the sewerage treatment plant. Nine bids were received on the deep 

well turbine pump, known as Contract No. 12, and five bids were received on the sewerage treatment 

plant, known as Contract No. 13. The bids on Contract 12 ranged from $605, submitted by the Layne-

Northwest Co., of Milwaukee, who was awarded the contract, to $754, submitted by the Aurora Pump 

Co. The bids on Contract No. 13 ranged from $11,568 submitted by the Ben B. Ganther Company of 

Oshkosh, who was awarded the contract, to $27,800 submitted by the Conway Construction Company 

of Madison.  … improvement depression 

Nov. 21, 1935 – Files of 1894. W. J. Mesick is sporting another new sign down at the west end of the 

street. He is the leading agriculture dealer in the county. … business history 

Nov. 28, 1935 – Files of 1894.  

Nov. 28, 1935 – About 150 parents with some youngsters crowded the high school assembly room to its 

capacity Nov. 25. A live interest was shown in the general discussion. Those present warmly supported 

the movement for a Princeton PTA. The organization was perfected with the following officers for the 

coming year: Mrs. G. G. Mueller, president; E. H. Mevis, vice president; Prin. C. Kreilkamp, secretary; 

Mrs. Harry Teske, secretary. Treasurer? … school 

Dec. 5, 1935 – Files of 1900. 

Dec. 5, 1935 – Attorney L. I. Krieser gives radio talk re: Thanksgiving, relates history of Marquette and 

Joliet visiting the Mascouten village. “After a bit the little party stopped at a spring on the banks of the 

Fox, and Father Marquette blessed the spring. And near and about that spring grew the present city of 

Princeton. Years ago, before the present generation, a wooden cross about 8 feet high was hewed out 

of oak and erected by that spring. That cross, although showing the wear of weather and time, is still 

standing by that spring just north of Princeton as a symbol of Christianity and its teachings. … Also talks 

about “You can always have a good time in Princeton.” … history 

Dec. 12, 1935 – Files of 1900.  

Dec. 12, 1935 – The Green Lake County Relief unit has gone on record against disbanding after a hastily 

called meeting in Green Lake Wednesday. The unit will remain intact until federal and state relief money 

is cut off. … depression 

Dec. 12, 1935 – On Tuesday, Dec. 17, students of the Princeton High and Grade school will broadcast 

from 3:30 to 4:30 over station WIBU, Portage. Orchestra, cornet solo by Bobby Teske, Glee Club, Piano 

solo by Marie Nyeggen, reading by Rosemary Kreilkamp. … entertainment 

Dec. 12, 1935 – Charles Marquardt and Max King pass exam for plumbers. … business 

Dec. 12, 1935 – the new office building of Dahlke & Giese is taking form and when fully completed will 

make a fine asset to that section of Main street. … business 

Dec. 12, 1935 – Council minutes. Dec. 3. Establish sewing project in city under the PWA. … improvement 

depression 



Dec. 19, 1935 – Files of 1899. W. J. Mesick has been moving back to the old place of business opposite 

the American House. … business history 

Dec. 19, 1935 – Greeting cards next two issues from local businesses. … business 

Dec. 26, 1935 – The Princeton Brewing Company has scored again with the opening of the holiday 

season, putting on the market their good old German-style Moench Brau. Brewmaster Paul Bobisch has 

word?ed his skill in the art of brewing when he offered this holiday product. … We have been informed 

by the brewmaster that the words Moench Brau are German words signifying “Monk Brew.” Mr. 

Bobisch well remembers when he was employed in a famous “kloster” or monastery in Germany, where 

the monks made their own beer in the cellars of that institution about a half-century ago. Beer 

constituted the chief beverage of the monks at that time, and many hours were whiled away to drinking 

the favorite brew while conversing under a large tree in the spacious yards of the monastery. Mr. 

Bobisch was well acquainted with the braumeister of Marionberg Monastery in Saxon, and through him 

received the formula of the Moench Brau the public is today trying. This formula dates back to the 

sixteenth century. … Ad – It has the zest and the age to sleep. A real treat for your holiday guests. … 

factory 

Dec. 26, 1935 – Mrs. Frank Novak Sr. (Anna Polus) obituary. … bartel 

Dec. 26, 1935 – Schafskopf tournament at Puggy Tavern, American House … entertainment 

Dec. 26, 1935 – Liquor license application: E1/2 Lot 6 and 7, corner Main and Second streets, Robert 

Semro. … business 

1936 

June 25, 1936 – The following class was confirmed at the St. John’s Catholic Church, Wednesday, June 

18, 1936 … Josephine Johanna Nowak. … bartel 

No. Jan. 2, 1936 edition 

Jan. 9, 1936 – Files of 1899. Tim Sullivan settled northwest of village 44 years ago last Friday. … 

Remember there is to be an automobile at the Berlin fair this year. … history 

Jan. 2, 1936 – Otto Busse denied relief. Files complaint against Alex Zelenski, city relief commissioner. … 

depression 

Jan. 9, 1936 – Library. The yearly report for 1935 made out for the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 

shows a total of 938 books owned by the library; 384 books were added this year, 209 by purchase and 

959 by donation. It shows that there are 436 active borrowers of which 194 are children and 242 adults. 

The total number of nonfiction books read was 1,442, books of fiction 6,023, and periodicals taken from 

the library 88, making a grand total of 7,788 books read, of which 3,995 were read by adults and 3793 by 

children. … improvement 

Jan. 9, 1936 – E. L. Hiestand working as traveling salesman. … business 

Jan. 16, 1936 – Files of 1900. The sight of a Caucasian hustling around waiting on a “nigger” was quite an 

innovation to the bystanders at the depot this morning. … W. F. Mesick’s building is two-story. … 

business history 



Jan. 16, 1936 – Farmers-Merchants National Bank holds annual meeting at Turner Hall. “A goodly 

number of stockholders were on hand to attend the meeting. … They were all loud in their praise of the 

manner in which their investment has been handled during the two years of the bank’s existence. … 

Deposits rose from $311,000 at the close of 1934 to $514,000 at the close of 1935. Officers elected: 

president, Hyman Swed; vice president, J. B. Zodrow; cashier, E. H. Mevis; assistant cashier, C. A. Miller. 

… business 

Jan. 16, 1936 – PHS basketball. Despite the loss of three regulars last year, Mr. Riskey, our new coach, 

has made a winning team for Princeton and … we should go places this year. … sports 

Jan. 16, 1936 – Princeton State Bank annual meeting. Officers: Frank L. Giese, president; H. J. Maxwell, 

vice president and cashier; A. J. Beyer, assistant cashier; Walter Golz, bookkeeper. … business 

Jan. 16, 1935 – The case of State vs. Zelinski came up before Justice Giese on Wednesday afternoon. City 

Attorney Philip Lehner Jr. defended Mr. Zelinski, the city poor commissioner. Otto Busse caused the 

arrest of Mr. Zelenski because he refused to grant him aid. The first complaint was changed on 

amendment by the district attorney so as to charge the defendant’s offense in order to take the case to 

the Circuit Court. After hearing the testimony Justice Giese bound the defendant over to Circuit Court 

for trial, it being a case which must be tried in Circuit Court. The position of Mr. Zelenski, the poor 

commissioner, is that this is not a proper case in which the city should grant aid, and therefore he 

denied aid. Mr. Busse insists that the city must aid him even though he worked all last summer, and 

there are other members of the family who can work. At a council meeting this matter was taken up and 

a motion passed instructing the poor commissioner to deny aid in this case, so that the question now is 

whether the council as the city government has anything to say about these matters or not. It is the 

petition of the city attorney that if the council and the poor commissioner have no discretion in these 

matters, then the city treasury will be just a free for all for anybody. The case will not be tried before 

Judge Van Pelt at Green Lake at the next term of court. … Council voted on Jan. 14 to have Zelinski 

submit all applications for aid to city council. … depression 

Jan. 23, 1936 – Rev. Harold Warnke accepts the third call sent him recently by St. John’s Lutheran 

Church.  …. religion 

Jan. 23, 1936 – Leslie Mosolf marries Irene Frost. They will live in the home adjoining the Musolf garage 

on Highway 23. … business 

Jan. 23, 1936 – The countywide tuberculin test will be given the pupils of the Princeton section in the 

high school building on Monday, Jan. 27. … About 65 percent of the school children have signified their 

intentions to take the test. … This is a great humanitarian measure to prevent tuberculosis. … To Green 

Lake county belongs the credit of being the first county in the State of Wisconsin attempting to free its 

citizens from human tuberculosis in a countywide project. … More than 200 take test. … health 

Jan. 30, 1936 – Files of 1900. The Princeton Republic announces the sale of an interest in the paper to E. 

D. Morse and W. C. Cowling. It is announced that the editorial department without interfering with his 

law business. Graduate of Northwestern. … business 

Feb. 6, 1936 – Files of 1894. Julius Buchholz has moved his stock of groceries to W. J. Mesick’s new 

store. … business history 



Feb. 6, 1936 – Rev. A. G. Hoyer, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran church for the past 55 years, who recently 

tendered his resignation with an offer to carry on his pastoral work until his successor was named, 

delivered his farewell sermon at his morning’s service last Sunday. … Family history … Son succeeded 

father, the Rev. John Hoyer, as pastor in June 1885 after serving as assistant for four years. … The 

congregation has doubled from 140 to more than 300 members in her service. … During his 56 years in 

the ministry here Rev. Hoyer has baptized 1700 infants, confirmed 1700 persons, performed 600 

marriages and officiated at 900 funerals. … “All his life Rev. Hoyer has been a leader. Always a leader in 

church and religious fields, he was also a powerful influence for good in civic affairs, as is attested by the 

fact of his long service at Princeton. Always, everywhere, Rev. Hoyer has been a great influence for 

good.” … religion 

Feb. 6, 1936 – In a deal transacted last Saturday, Mike Checki became the owner of the Emil Klawitter 

tavern, located east of the Hyman Swed store building. At the present tine the tavern is occupied by 

Frank Kalupa, who will remain in the building until July 1. The deal consummated does not include the 

back lot on Main Street. … business 

Feb. 6, 1936 – The case of the State of Wisconsin vs Alex Zelenski, city poor commissioner, was argued 

on motions before Judge C. F. Van Pelt on Monday, February 3, at Green Lake on motion of city attorney 

Philip Lehner Jr. who defended for Zelenski. Defense argued “that the right to grant or refuse relief was 

a matter left to the discretion of the poor commissioner … and did not become criminally liable when he 

refused to grant aid. … District Attorney Robert Stebbins, of Berlin, contended that the poor 

commissioner must give aid to all those who ask for relief; that the statute made it mandatory upon the 

city officials to aid all poor persons.” The court dismissed the case holding that the city poor 

commissioner had a right in his discretion to refuse aid where he thought it was not necessary. This case 

arose out of the application of Otto Busse for relief. When poor commissioner Zelenski refused aid to 

Busse, holding that Busse did not need relief, Busse swore out a criminal warrant for the poor 

commissioner.” … Busse had worked for Harry Zuehls, a St. Marie farmer, during the spring, summer, fall 

and up to December 15, 1935. That Busse’s wife receive money from the estate of a relative, and that a 

son residing with Busse had worked practically the entire year. … Commenting on the case and the 

court’s decision, Zelenski said that he granted relief to all people where the relief is necessary, but that 

so many people had asked for relief that he would bankrupt the city if he would aid everyone; that the 

people must work and try to help themselves like they used to. Mr. Zelenski stated that there were 

between thirty and forty applications or requests for relief during December of 1935, and upon 

investigation it appeared that many of the applicants were not entitled for relief, and that they would 

not have asked for relief if they had not been told to do so. … depression 

Feb. 6, 1936 – Capitol News. Legislation designed for the purpose of preserving the neutrality of the 

United States in the event of a declaration of war in any part of the world is occupying the attention of 

the administration and members of Congress. … politics 

Feb. 6, 1936 – Addison Berwick has furniture repair and upholstery shop over Grams garage. … business 

Feb. 13, 1936 – Ripon Municipal Hospital will officially open Feb. 22 and 23. … health 

Feb. 13, 1936 – Feb. 4 council minutes. City acknowledges contractors had completed their work and 

met all specifications. … improvement depression 



Feb. 13, 1936 – PHS basketball team up and down. Center Vic Roguski, Ed Krystofiak, sophomore 

Preston HIestand, captain Dick Morse, Baron Klettke. … Kannenberg, Peterson. … sports 

Feb. 13, 1936 – From the file of July 28, 1910 re: baseball game vs. Ripon. … history 

Feb. 20, 1936 – The Rev. Harold Warnke, who has been called to this pastorate as a successor to Rev. A. 

G. Hoyer, resigned, took pale at the St. John’s Lutheran Church last Sunday, Feb. 16. … Rev. Hoyer, who 

served the congregation for the past 55 years, ordained the new minister. After the ordination Rev. 

Warnke replied in well-chosen words. The newly ordained minister held services both in German and 

the English language.  … religion 

Feb. 20, 1936 – Krentz-Bukowski nuptials. … bartel 

Feb. 20, 1936 – Alfred Freiheit of the local brewery drove to Neenah, Menasha, Oshkosh and Appleton 

last week one day and delivered beer. The Princeton brewery has quite a large number of patrons in the 

above-named cities, a criterion that their product is taking well. … factory 

Feb. 20, 1936 – Lynn Merrill, ex-postmaster, received the glad tidings that he had been appointed WPA 

Recreational Director for Green Lake County. He will have charge of the sports in the schools in the 

county, also supervision of other instructors. … depression sports 

Feb. 20, 1935 – Thus far a number of our old citizens have made application for old age pension. … 

politics 

Feb. 20, 1935 – Capitol News. By Gerald J. Boileau. While we have been giving much lip service to the 

cause of peace, we are increasing our appropriations of money to prepare for war. … politics 

Feb. 27, 1935 – Princeton loses to Markesan 21-19 for second time this season last Thursday, Feb. 20. 

“However, the game is still not decided because the Markesan time keeper stopped the game while 

there was still 10 seconds left and did it by grabbing ahold of a Princeton player who was about to shoot. 

He hit him in the face. A fight almost started and the players assuming the game was over left the floor 

and it was not discovered until later that it really hadn’t been through with. The high school put in a 

protest to the W.I.A.A. Markesan had a cow bell which they kept ringing most of the time. The Princeton 

cagers missed 8 free throws mainly because of the noise. … At the time the game finished, Roguski was 

in his favorite position to shoot and without a man near enough to stop him, when the time-keeper 

grabbed him. … Edward Krystofiak was the high scorer for Princeton. … Erling Peterson … sports 

Feb. 27, 1935 – Princeton Brewing Co. once again has Bock Beer. Will be on tap at all taverns Feb. 29 and 

throughout the month of March. Puggy’s Tavern advertises a two-day Bock Beer Fest Saturday, Feb. 29, 

and Schafskopf tournament March 1. … After playing 80 hands, it was found that Vincent Weiske had 

captured first prize, Harry Novak and Hugo Miller divided second prize, and Henry Warnke took third 

prize. … factory 

March 5, 1935 – County buys Caterpillar tractor with diesel engine with 14-foot V-shaped plow with 

double upright wings operated hydraulically. The total weight of the “cat” and plow is 38,000 pounds at 

a cost of approximately $10,000. Purchase of the equipment was voted after members of the (county) 

committee made inspection trips about the county and discovered that there are almost 100 miles of 

road which have not been touched by a snow plow. … roads progress 



March 5, 1935 – Recently a deal was consummated between R. A. Luedtke and his son Arthur whereby 

the latter takes over his father’s meat market business. Arthur, who has been with his father in the 

business for the past number of years, is thoroughly acquainted in every phase of the business. … 

business 

March 12, 1935 – PHS basketball team is 7-8-1 and finished second in conference at 5-2-1. Scored 293 

points, gave up 325. Lose to Wild Rose and Wautoma at tournament March 5-7 in Wautoma. Three 

seniors ended their basketball careers against Wautoma on Friday. Edward Krystofiak, Dick Morse and 

Don Kannenberg. Edward Krystofiak, who has been a consistent scorer all season, brought his season’s 

total up to 103 points. … He has only been excluded from the scoring column once this year and only 

been substituted for once. He also won the free throw contest held during practices. He tossed in 319. 

He also holds the record of making the most free throws at one time. He made 23 out of 25 once. 

Captain Dick Morse, veteran guard, also has a good record behind him. He put in the best guarding 

record on the team, only 14 field goals have been made by opponents he has guarded. He not only was 

a good guard but did his share of scoring. Don Kannenberg, diminutive but speedy forward, developed 

into a regular in his first year of basketball. He is the fastest man on the team, as he proved recently by 

beating the rest of the team by over a lap in a race held during practice. … sports 

March 12, 1936 – The Signal Honor was given to Ernest Hiestand Jr., member of the local Boy Scouts. He 

was chosen for advancement to a camp officer. He has been a Scout for the past six years and is the first 

officer chosen from the Mascoutin District of which the Princeton troop are members. He will go to 

Detroit to the officers training camp and during five weeks in July and August will be stationed at the 

Twin Lakes camp. … entertainment 

March 12, 1936 – Council minutes. March 3. Council votes to borrow $2,768.56 to extend its waterworks 

and sewer system and requests additional grant from Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works 

for $2,987.43. … improvement depression 

March 12, 1936 – Wisconsin Telephone Company financial report for Princeton Exchange for 1935. 

Expenses exceed income by $563.84. … business 

March 19, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

March 19, 1936 – Council holds special meeting March 18 at pumphouse to discuss matters necessary to 

complete the waterworks and sewer project. Companies: Roger E. Kilby Company, U.S. Fidelity and 

Guarantee Co. (which wrote bond for Ki;by company), PWA along with city engineers A. E. McMahon, 

M.O. Clinton and Miller Babcock, and other local and state officials. “It was disclosed that the 

waterworks and sewer project should have been completed by January 1, 1936, by the terms of the 

contract. That the city is indemnified by a bond of $48,325.50 written by the United States Fidelity and 

Guarantee Company on the Kilby contract. It was also disclosed that the Kilby contract should have been 

completed by Jan. 1, 1936, and that the city is entitled to a penalty of $10 per day for every day after 

Jan. 1, 1936, at the water and sewer xxxxxxxx completed under the contract. After considerable 

discussion, Attorney Herriott, representing the bonding company, stated that “Of course, we are liable 

for al the lienable claims you have and if there are funds in the hands of the city they should be applied 

to those claims.” It was then disclosed that the city was holding back over $7,000 on the contract price; 

the bonding company was then informed that the city would continue to hold this $7,000 until the 

contract was completed according to specifications. Attorney Herriott stated earlier in the discussion 



that “Now, Mr. McMahon, we want to make this system available for the city of Princeton.” The 

engineers then had a conference to determine what was to be done to complete the waterworks and 

sewer system and also to determine what was to be done to complete the waterworks and sewer 

system and also to determine the earliest possible date in which the weather conditions would allow the 

contractor and bonding company to complete the Kilby Company contract. A stenographer was present 

at the meeting and her report of the meeting is now on file at the office of the city clerk and in the office 

of the city attorney where it may be read by all interest. … March 26 – minutes of meeting. Kilby 

company says contract is complete; city says work is not complete. Council agrees work completed and 

contracts fulfilled by James B. Clow & Sons, Layne-Northwest Company. City asks Federal Emergency 

Administration of Public Works to revise project estimate to cover increased costs – original 

$117,954.38, revised $126,450.59. … City will borrow the additional $8,496.21 necessary for completion 

of project from Water and Light Department.  … Phillip Hottel, who has been here since last May as PWA 

engineer on the waterworks and sewage project, left for Green Bay this morning on a similar job. … 

improvement depression 

March 19, 1936 – Woman’s club donation enables library to buy “a new unabridged Merriam-Webster 

International Dictionary … Recently revised at a cost of $1,300,000 it contains 600,000 entries including 

thousands of new words, 35,000 geographical entries, 12,000 terms illustrated with pictures and 5,000 

abbreviations. In all there are 3,300 pages. … improvement 

March 26, 1936 – PHS oratorical and declamatory contest. Oratorical – 1. Erling Peterson, 2. Preston 

Hiestand; non-humorous declamation, 1. Arlene Ladwig, 2. Florence Luebke; humorous declamation – 1. 

Lucille Ahrens, 2. Catherine Blenkiewicz. … school 

March 26, 1936 – Dr. O. P. Schnetzky files papers to oppose Philip Lehner Sr. for mayor. … politics 

April 2, 1936 – Quilting bees, Woman’s club holds series of circle bridge parties at homes of five 

members, five tables each. Winning couples advance to another home next time, Legion plans biggest 

liars contest.  … Smear still popular. Progressive club plays bingo. … entertainment  

April 2, 1936 – Charles Yahr obit.  

April 2, 1936 – Max Ladwig is engaged with a crew of men building a tavern on Highway 23 directly east 

of the Pleasant Valley pavilion. Mr. Ladwig has recently acquired the warehouse from the Wisconsin 

Power & Light Company, which was located near the mill. The warehouse has been taken down and the 

lumber is used in the erection of the tavern. Mr. Ladwig contemplates veneering the building with 

limestone next fall. … business 

April 9, 1936 – 700 votes cast in city election. Lehner defeats Dr. O. P. Schnetzky by 22 votes. Ward 1 

votes for Schnetzky and replaces alderman Arthur Bierman with Arnold Krause 184-97. Spirited races 

also in town of Princeton where Walter Losinkse defeats ? Oelke for chairman and Anton Novak wins 

three-man race for supervisor. Fred Mechtell also elected supervisor. … politics 

April 16, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

April 16, 1936 – Princeton again joins Central State Baseball League. H. Hobart is president. Will play on 

the baseball grounds of Albert Dumdey. … sports 

April 16, 1936 – C.J. Kreilkamp and daughter living in Princeton. Wife and family in Minneapolis. 



April 16, 1936 – Andrew Schultz looking to rent out his granite shop for any use. … business 

April 16, 1936 – Harold Giese, our local livestock dealer, sold a team of horses Tuesday for the neat sum 

of $525. The team weighed 3480 pounds and was in excellent condition. Mr. Giese has sold a few 

carloads of horses this spring and received another load Tuesday, which proves a good demand for 

horses. Mr. Giese has built up his business to its present volume by fair dealing and his ability to buy and 

sell. … business 

April 23, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

April 23, 1936 – The discovery examination of Dr. O. P. Schnetzky, in the action of Atty. Philip Lehner, 

plaintiff, vs. O. P. Schnetzky and Gordon Quinn, defendants, was held Tuesday, April 1, before Court 

Commissioner G. E. Ostrander in the City Hall. Philip Lehner appeared in his own behalf and Dr. O. P. 

Schnetzky appeared by Robert P. Stebbins and Carl N. Hull, of Madison, Wis. According to the records on 

file in the case no service of the summons, notice of taking desposition, affidavit and subpoena was 

served upon the other defendant, George Quinn, who it appears from the examination does not live in 

the state of Wisconsin. Philip Lehner sought evidence upon which to draw a complaint: for conspiracy to 

commit libel and slander against Dr. O. P. Schnetzky and Gordon Quinn, as a result of the circulation of a 

letter on or about April 6 and 7, 1936, in the recent election for mayor of the City of Princeton, Wis. The 

evidence as given at the examination showed that O. P. Schnetzky and Gordon Quinn had some 

conversation regarding the mayoral election in Princeton sometime in March. That Quinn wrote him a 

letter, which was read into the evidence, stating that Philip Lehner had asked him to lay off from the 

waterworks laborers Catholic and Polish as this was largely a Protestant community. … mailed to O. P. 

Schnetzky from somewhere in the State of Illinois and received by him the morning of the 6th day of 

April 1936, and by O. P. Schnetzky shown to several parties in the City of Princeton, many of whom were 

specifically named by the defendant, O. P. Schnetzky, as those to whom he had shown the same. We are 

informed that this hearing was only for the purpose of getting evidence upon which a complaint will 

later have to be drawn and served. The action created considerable interest among the people of the 

city as the City Hall was full to capacity at the examination. … politics 

April 23, 1936 – At present there is a shortage of uniforms (for the city baseball team). Anyone desiring 

of aiding the team by the purchase of a uniform may do so by leaving their name at this office. … sports 

April 23, 1936 – John Spott engaged in making plans for building residence on his lot on Fulton street. 

The building will be of bungalow style and either brick or stone veneer. … Isn’t this the guy who got the 

bricks from the old smokestack? Is it the house next to the Parkside/Jim’s Place? …  

April 23, 1936 – New hat and baton for drum major. … school band 

April 30, 1936 – Mayor Philip Lehner responds to Quinn letter. “That letter was a plain lie written by the 

contractor because I ordered $7,000 held up to finish the job and pay the liens that were filed by those 

who furnished materials to the contractor. If people would just stop and think they could see that the 

letter is a lie. Have I ever in the 32 years I have lived in this city done anything that should lead the 

Catholics or Polish to think that I have any prejudice against them? On the very day this letter was 

circulated Sam Kamashinske was working for me and has been all along, and don’t you see that if no 

Polish or Catholics were employed on this job under the contract we wouldn’t get this sewer and water 

system into the ground in six years. People must not be so willing to believe every lie that is told in the 



last minute before election. It is this sort of lie that keeps good men out of office. Good men don’t want 

to run for office and be lied about like a horse thief. … I should think that our Catholics would notice that 

every so often in a campaign some lie is being peddled to their people by someone running for office. … 

The only way to stop it is for the Catholics to see to it that when a man wants to make their church a 

campaign issue they should vote against him no matter who that man is. That is the only way you are 

ever going to stop it. When I was a candidate for circuit judge four different lies were peddled against 

me in Catholic communities. There was not one word of truth in one of them. It was done by dishonest 

campaigns to appeal to the prejudice of a good people who were misled thereby. … politics 

April 30, 1936 – Richard Luedtke obit. Pneumonia. 63. …  

April 30, 1936 – Since July 2, 1924, 28 Princeton boys have taken up CCC work. Of the 28 boys who 

started, 15 are still in camps. … depression 

April 30, 1936 – Bennie Kasierski Post 366 has been awarded the Sixth District schafskopf tournament. 

May 16. Community Hall. Tournament commenced in 1927. Winner gets the Frank J. Schneller trophy. 

Local post has trophy after winning last year. Also won in 1930. Includes Marquette, Green Lake, Fond 

du Lac, Winnebago, Calumet and Manitowoc counties. … entertainment 

April 30, 1936 – The first Mothers and Daughters banquet ever held in Princeton was sponsored by the 

local troop of Girl Scouts with covers laid for 180 at the City Auditorium on Monday evening. … The 

dinner was served by the Boy Scouts and Scouters. … entertainment 

April 30, 1936 – Foreclosure sale. Kelms Beach. Legal description provided. … entertainment 

April 30, 1936 – Princeton Pale ad. The Finest Beer Made. We assure you that our beer is second to 

none. We are proud of our product and you will be too. “You have tried the rest. Now try the best.” Sold 

at all taverns. Princeton Brewing Co. Laper & Bobisch, co-partners … factory 

April 30, 1936 – Foreclosure sale planned at front of the Schendel store building June 12. Lots 1 and 3 in 

R. C. Treat’s addition, except the part of Lot 1 that lies west of the village ditch. Also east six feet of lot 1, 

west 30 feet of lot 4, and all of lots 3 and 6 in Block D. … business 

April 30, 1936 – Council minutes. April 21. Mayor Lehner appoints park board members. Schnetzky not 

reappointed to board. … politics 

May 7, 1936 – The Princeton High School band, glee club, soloists, duets, quartettes and sextets 

returned from the Ripon tournament last Saturday evening well pleased with the results. … Princeton 

for the past number of years has taken first prize in the band tournament in various cities and this city 

feels highly elated of the fine standing accorded these young people. Prof. Edgar Zobel, their instructor, 

is using every effort to bring the band up to a high standard. Taking all the winnings in consideration is a 

fine criterion of the success obtained. We congratulate Mr. Zobel as well as the band. Congratulations 

are also due Miss Norton, the glee club and all those taking part in singing. Following are the winnings: 

band, first in Class C, first in marching; Bobby Teske, first for cornet solo; base quartette, first; clarinet 

quartette, first; base sextet, first; Betty Madge Morse, flue solo, third; woodwind sextet, first; tuba solo, 

Erling Peterson, first. … school band 

May 7, 1936 – Wisconsin State Baseball League play opens Sunday with Ripon at Princeton. Parade at 1 

p.m. of players, Scouts and Legion, high school band, city council and residents. Mayor Philip Lehner will 



throw out first pitch to Alderman W. F. Huenerberg. … May 14 - Princeton loses 4-1. “Princeton has all 

home boys with the exception of the pitcher (R. Hess), who hails from Lohrville. This boy surely is good 

and knows how to handle the ball.” … sports 

May 7, 1936 – Mr. and Mrs. Orlo Maulick and family moved to this city this week and have taken up 

residence with her mother, Mrs. Mattie Thomas. They formerly resided at Lawsonia. … bartel 

May 7, 1936 – Several new houses will be built in this city summer. Among those of whom we heard of 

are Dr. C. A. Affeldt and John Spott. ….  

May 14, 1936 – The water mains have all been sterilized and water is ready for use. Anyone wishing to 

connect apply to proper authorities at once. … improvement depression 

May 14, 1936 – Files of 1910. Sister Apronia in company with another Sister of Notre Dame convent are 

guests of Sister Apronia’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bartel. Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Thomas and 

daughter Catherine spent Tuesday with them. After attending church here Thursday they will leave for 

Milwaukee thence to Chicago. … bartel history 

May 14, 1936 – Arthur H. Klotzbuecher, of Oshkosh, took possession of the Rimpler building, formerly 

the Nickodem store, and will open a bakery within the next few days. Mr. Klotzbuecher has 18 years’ 

experience in the business and comes very highly recommended as a first-class baker in all its branches. 

The interior of the building has been neatly repainted and presents a fine appearance. Mr. Klotzbuevher 

has a wife and two children. … May 28 – The new bakery, Arthur H. Klotzbuecher, opened for business 

last Saturday. He is located in the Rimpler building directly west of the Megow meat market. … business 

May 14, 1936 – V. A. Yahr is improving his store with a fine new front greatly improving his show 

window facilities. … business 

May 14, 1936 – Council minutes. May 5 and 8. Council allows George Conlin to operate tavern licensed 

in his wife’s name; his wife being absent. … Princeton Republic designated official newspaper. … J. R. 

Dugenske appointed deputy police chief. … business 

May 14, 1936 – Frank Giese selling 16x18 building formerly used as office building. … business 

May 21, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

May 28, 1936 – PHS commencement will be June 2 at Opera House. 20 graduates. Rosemary Kreilkamp 

valedictorian and Otto Hoffman salutatorian. Wayne Fink, Ernest Hiestand, Edward Krystofiak, Mace 

Morse Jr. Aloysius Novak … school 

May 28, 1936 – 80th birthday party for Rev. A. G. Hoyer. Lutheran. … religion 

May 28, 1936 – Rev. G. W. Reichert leaving the Evangelical church for North Fond du Lac. … religion 

June 4, 1936 – Last Thursday the Pleasant Valley Pavilion was the scene of a merry gathering, when the 

people of the Town of Princeton came in response to invitations received for a “get-together.” The 

crowd came early and stayed “early” and there were many who sang “It’s Three O’Clock in the 

Morning.” Entertainment for the evening was furnished by the Geo. Dibelious orchestra. … The time 

now spent in dancing was spent in visiting and appreciating ‘Old Tiger Brew.’ Sponsored by town 

officials. … entertainment 



June 4, 1936 – The Princeton High School band, sextet, cornet quartert, cornet solo, sight reading and 

marching returned from the Madison band tournament last week Thursday well pleased with the results 

obtained, considering the very keen competition they were obliged to compete with. Princeton may well 

be proud with the excellent standing the judges awarded them. … Following are the winnings: band, first 

in Class C; band, second in marching; Bobby Teske, second in cornet solo; band in sight reading, second; 

cornet quartet composed of Bobby Teske, Danny Trainer, Jackie Peterson and Neil Peterson, first; 

woodwind sextet composed of Betty Madge Morse, Phyllis Teske, Ethel Bornick, Marie Nyeggen, 

Winifred Lewis and Peggy Nickodem, first. … school band 

June 4, 1936 – Adolph Herrman, local ice dealer, reports an enthusiastic reception for the Everpure 

Condition Air refrigerators of which he has sold a large number during the past few weeks. … 

Temperature is maintained between 40 and 50 degrees. … The refrigerator operates from four to eight 

days on one change of ice. Small ice cubes are at your disposal from the ice cuber. Its makers claim that 

is has everything and more than an electric or gas type refrigerator without the expense of upkeep. … 

business 

June 4, 1936 – Commissioner of Banking tells Princeton State Bank new law enables bank to terminate 

stockholders liability from 1935 – closure? … business 

June 4, 1936 – Alfred Giese Jr., Otto Rimpler, Arthur Freitag and Edward Kallick drove to Milwaukee 

Tuesday and were witnesses on the Paul Ladwig case. … crime prohibition 

June 4, 1936 – Circuit court cases include school district vs town of Princeton??? …  

June 4, 1936 – Green Lake Inlet road completed. 

June 11, 1936 – Scheduled for July 7, 1936 - Geo. V. Kelley’s widow selling property, including undivided 

two-thirds of Lot 4 in Block 3 in Parson’s second addition, all of water lot 46 … Lot Number One in block 

number 18 in the plat of Green Bay Terrace, town of Princeton – This land shall be used for residence 

purposes only and shall never be occupied nor conveyed to any persons other than of the white race. …  

June 11, 1936 – June 2 Council minutes. Council refers to committee repairs to cement sidewalk fronting 

the V.A. Yahr, Hugo Stern and H. A. Megow places of business. 

June 11, 1936 – liquor license applicants: E32 of W29 Block D, Andrew Drill building, Victor Drill; E60 Lot 

4, W30 Lot 4, Block D, Fred Schendel Estate building, Max Ladwig; W50, Lot 26, Fred Breivogel; 109 

Water Street, water lots 21 and 22, Erich Mueller building, Walter Borzick; Lot 1, Block E, Water Street, 

Leo W. Schewe; N. side Water, Lot 7, Block C, Martin M. Bednarek; Lot 8, Block D, E24 of W36, N side of 

Water, Stanish Hoffman; E1/2 Lot 6 and 7, corner of Main and Second streets, Thomas Sosinsky; Main 

Street, Lot 13, Block B, DeWitt Eggelston; Lot 21, Block C, Sam Kohnke building, Robert Semro; E9 ½, Lot 

5 and W56 Lot 8, Block D, Wm. Schwenzer building, Water Street, Wm. Schwenzer; Lot 1, Block D, Emil 

Klawitter building; 120 Water, Lot 29, Oscar Tassler; Fulton Street, Lot 2, Block X, Edmund M. Bartol; Lot 

8, Block D, Herman Warnke Estate building, Alfredf F. Warnke; S. of Mill Race of 17-18 and all of Lot 20, 

John Kalupa building, Anton Kalupa Jr.; Pleasant Valley Pavilion, Richard Verch; Lot 8, Block D, 

pharmacist permit, corner Washington and Water, Oscar Lichtenberg; east intersection 23 and 73, town 

of Princeton, Max Ladwig; one acre east of city, Community Hall, Fred Ponto. /// Lot 1, Block D, Emil 

Klawitter building, Mike Checki … prohibition business 



June 18, 1936 - missing 

June 25, 1936 – Files of 1909. Celebrate German Day in Princeton Sept. 9th. … history 

June 25, 1936 – Lee Bartol has worked at Brooklyn Creamery Company for past 11 years. … bartel 

June 25, 1936 – Frieda Swed (masters in commerce) and Doris E. Lehner (law) graduate from UW.  

June 25, 1936 – Walter E. Golz leaves Princeton State Bank for West Bend bank. Replaced by Orlo 

Maulick. … business 

July 2, 1936 – Files of 19?? Celebrate German Day in Princeton Sept. 9th. … Otto Maulick has new fixtures 

placed into his saloon, the “Buffet,” which greatly improves his place and gives it the appearance of a 

first-class saloon. … business history 

July 2, 1936 – Clarence Whitney, barber of Ripon, recently acquired ownership of the Frank Alto tavern 

located north of this city. … business 

July 2, 1936 – In a deal recently consummated between Mrs. Carl Warnke and the American Legion, the 

latter takes over the fine residence of the former located on the west side, West Main Street. The 

residence will be remembered by many of our older citizens as the F. T. Yahr home and by whom it was 

built. It is one of the largest homes built of brick in this city and beautifully surrounded by evergreens, 

hedges and trees. The Legion as well as the Legion Auxiliary will occupy the building as soon as the 

necessary arrangements are made for their meeting rooms. When all completed the Legion can well 

boast of having one of the finest rooms in this section of the state. … entertainment 

July 2, 1936 – Carl Breivogel is proudly displaying a white (albino) sparrow in “The Buckhorn.” … 

entertainment 

July 2, 1936 – Morris Swed is employed at the Farmers Merchants National Bank. … business 

July 2, 1936 – Ad for official grand opening of Princeton Home Bakery, Arthur Klotzbuecher, July 3-4. 

Maple walnut cake with 7-minute boiled icing. … business 

July 2, 1936 – Well drilling machine for rent or sale. Inquire of Erich Mueller, Princeton, Wis. … business 

July 9, 1936 – Files of 1909.  

July 9, 1936 – In a deal recently transacted between Victor Burlingame of near Ripon and Sylvester 

Bartol, this city, the latter takes over the residence of the former opposite the city park. … bartel 

July 16, 1936 – Files of 1909.  

July 16, 1936 – School annual meeting. Herman C. Spooner re-elected treasurer. $1,000 voted for 

uniforms for the high school band. … school band 

July 16, 1936 – Last Monday afternoon an explosion of a gasoline stove in the rear of the IGA store the 

large plate glass window of the center section was blown out toward the street breaking into thousands 

of small pieces. People who had just passed by a second or two previous nearly escaped severe injuries. 

Mr. Bunce, his father and Elmer Rimpler had just left the rear of the store when the explosion occurred. 

No fire resulted from the explosion. … fire health 



July 16, 1936 – Harry Novak received severe bruises on his leg and arm Monday evening when he was 

jerked from the fire truck b the boss while he was helping the fire department sprinkle the streets. Harry 

is able to be about with a crutch. … bartel 

July 23, 1936 – Files of 1909. The Princeton Star Lights won an eleven-inning game from the Lone Tree 

Point team last Sunday. The score being 7 to 6. …  

July 23, 1936 – Council minutes. July 7. City votes to rebuild cement sidewalk from Princeton State Bank 

to the Rimpler building. … improvement 

July 23, 1936 – Prohibition. Distribution of liquor taxes in Green e county as of July 1, 1936, was 

reported today by State Treasurer Robert K. Henry. On the basis of approximately ?8 cents per capita for 

the first six month period of 1936, Green Lake county, with a population of 18,937 is to receive 

$6,732.07, distributed among 15 towns and cities. City, $571.45, town, $398.67, St. Marie, $206.74. … 

prohibition 

July 23, 1936 – Princeton Theater. Now air conditioned and cooled. … entertainment 

July 23, 1936 – Vandals gained entrance to the Jeskey restaurant at about two o’clock in the night the 

fore part this week and directed their attention to the slot machine, which they carried to the front 

sidewalk. The noise aroused Mrs. Jeskey and when she began to shout the vandals dropped the machine 

board their car and left in an easterly direction. … crime business 

July 30, 1936 – Files of 1909. , Sylv, Sl 

July 30, 1936 – Dr. O. P. Schnetzky obit.  He went to the hospital two weeks ago and underwent an 

operation. 57. Practiced in Princeton since the World War. … politics business improvement airport 

July 30, 1936 – Boy Scouts go to Twin Lakes: Ernest Hiestand, Curtis Peterson, Gilbert Grams, Erling 

Peterson, Lyle Priske, Neal Peterson, Paul Ladwig, Sylvester Moore, Robert Giese, Donald Kreilkamp, 

Sonny Marshall and Irving Zodrow. … entertainment 

July 30, 1936 – Legal notice. Mrs. Kelley selling property. Two parcels on Green Lake terrace, two-thirds 

of Lot 4, Block 3 in Parson’s second addition. Lot 1, block 18 in plat of Green Lake Terrace. “This land 

shall be used for residence only, and shall never be occupied by nor conveyed to any persons other than 

of the white race.” …  

July 30, 1936 – Council minutes. July 26. City asks Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works for 

a further allotment of grant in the amount of $3,254.39. Extend time for Roger E. Kilby contract No. 3 

from Dec. 21, 1935 to July 3, 1936, “on which date the contract was completed and that liquidated 

damages provided for in the contract are waived.” City releases all funds. … improvement depression 

August 6, 1936 – Files of 1909.  

August 6, 1936 – Joe Jezeske obit. 71. Came to U.S. when he was 7. Married Martha Zelenski in 1859. 

Five surviving children Mrs. John Jankowske, John Frank, Mrs. Anton Novak, Mrs. Frank Bukowski, all of 

Princeton. Joe was brother of Stanish Jezeske, Mrs. Deloris Blaske and Mrs. Gusta Mickeliczak?? … bartel 

August 13, 1936 – Files of 1909. Ground broke for beautiful residence to be built by F. J. Yahr on corner 

of Water and Farmer streets.  … history 



August 13, 1936 – Oscar Tassler is busily engaged in the installation of water works in his tavern, also on 

the second floor occupied by Atty. and Mrs. Philip Lehner. … business 

August 20, 1936 – Files of 1909.  

August 20, 1936 – Virginia Nowatzke, 12-year-old daughter of Walter Nowatzke, but being cared for by 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Blankewege, was badly bruised last Saturday evening when crossing the street and 

running into a passing car. …  

August 27, 1936 – H. Swed recently improved the interior of his store to a considerable extent. New 

display counters were built placing goods in a plain view to patrons. Then, too, part of the old shelving 

was removed and replaced with modern and up to minute fixtures. The grocery department is neatly 

arranged and in plain sight. Mr. Swed can well boast of one of the most modern business places in this 

section of the state. … business 

August 27, 1936 – Terrific storm. Dr. G G. Mueller’s maple tree about 3 feet in diameter uprooted and 

thrown on the homes of Mueller and cashier E. H. Mevis. … health 

August 27, 1936 – Council minutes. Aug. 4.  

Sept. 3, 1936 – Files of 1909. W. W. Whittemore and family sold their place to Tom Roberts and are 

moving to place purchased from T. J. Paul. Mr. Roberts is remodeling the Whittemore place and will 

soon have same ready for business. … business history 

Sept. 3, 1936 – Mayor Philip Lehner of this city just received word from the Fire Insurance Rating Bureau 

to the effect that the installation of the new water works has resulted in the improvement of this city’s 

classification for the fire insurance rating purposes form the 9th to the 7th grade. It is believed that this 

will result in a substantial saving in fire insurance premiums paid by local property owners. … Sept. 10 – 

The improved insurance rating from 9th to 7th class will mean a reduction in payments paid on fire 

insurance in the mercantile class of approximately 20 percent. That a reduction of approximately 30 to 

35 percent will be made on dwellings having proper roof coverings in the city. … Property owners will 

receive a rebate on fire insurance premiums already made. According to the records $7,309.00 was 

spent for fire insurance on real estate in the city of Princeton for 1935. … improvement depression 

Sept. 3, 1936 – Thieves gained entrance to the Parkside Tavern early last Monday morning by jimmying 

the front door lock and taking the nickle slot machine which it is estimated contained from $35 t $40. 

The tavern is owned by Edmund Bartol.  … crime business 

Sept. 3, 1936 – H. E. Knutzen, manager, Wisconsin Telephone Company, announced a new reduction in 

rates for long distance telephone calls, the seventh reduction of its kind in ten years, became effective 

Tuesday, Sept. 1. The new rates reduce the cost of most long-distance calls for a distance of more than 

240 miles. … In 1926, for example, it took 6.4 minutes on the average to establish a long-distance call, 

whereas today it takes only one and one-half minutes. … business 

Sept. 10, 1936 – Files of 1909. The Princeton Brewers will cross bats with the Redgranite Flyers Friday. … 

sports history 

Sept. 10, 1936 – On Saturday of last week, depositors of the Farmers-Merchants National Bank were 

allowed to withdraw the final 15 percent payment remaining after the bank was placed in receivership 



after the Banking Holiday. During the trying times immediately following the holiday most of all 

depositors were skeptical as to the amount of funds which would be returned to them and when it 

whom it would be repaid. The board of directors and the officers did everything possible to procure a 

license to operate without a reorganization. In fact, Mr. Mevis has told us a number of times he knew 

every curve in the road from memory between his home at Princeton and the office of the chief 

examiner and Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, having made so many trips down there in an effort to 

reopen the bank. At first the department recommended liquidation, but after Mr. Mevis made a number 

of trips down to the offices at Chicago and showed the officials in charge what the prospects would be, 

it was finally agreed to grant a charter for a successor institution. At that time the minimum capital 

required for the organization of a bank was $25,000 and so he set up his plans to pay out 85 percent 

immediately, withhold a portion of the released deposits sufficient to build up this capital structure. In 

June 1933, however, the Banking Act of 1933 was passed, and with that act all hopes of opening the 

bank under this plan vanished. The law then requiring a capital of $50,000 as a minimum. He then 

proceeded to the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, together with the chief examiner and the deputy 

governor of the Federal Reserve System, with the request that that corporation place $25,000 of their 

funds into the new bank as preferred stock. This the R.F.C. refused to do, saying that it would not be the 

policy of their department to purchase stock when private capital was available. This was the first 

instance that a so-called “country bank” had made application for the preferred stock, and since that 

time a great any of the small banks, national, as well as state, have been aided, but in the first stages 

everyone seemed to be at a loss as to what the policy would be. The Federal Reserve Bank was 

interested in our local bank’s condition to the extent of having one of their officials recommend that the 

R.F.C. place the stock issue here, but it was refused as stated above. A new plan was then submitted, 

and this finally was approved and put into operation. Under this plan 70 percent of the deposits were 

immediately released and 30 percent was placed in the hands of a receiver for liquidation. The capital of 

the new bank set at $50,000, and the surplus account amounting to $10,000 was subscribed and paid 

for by a majority of the old depositors. Since that time the $10,000 preferred stock issue of the new 

bank has already been retired and the surplus has been increased to $12,000 out of the earnings of the 

new bank. … Surely this is vindication for the old board of directors, which was composed of W. A. Gorr, 

Geo. V. Kelley, Stanish Lese Herman Weber, Otto Warnke, Hyman Swed and Adolph Prachel in 

proclaiming to the community that they were doing all in their power to safeguard their friends’ and 

relatives’ money and were not betraying the trust which was placed in them. It is also a fine compliment 

to Mr. Mevis’ ability, in the part he has played both in liquidating the old bank and getting the new one 

started and operating so efficiently. … depression business 

Sept. 17, 1936 – A city bubbler has been installed on the east corner of the high school. … school 

Sept. 24, 1936 – Files of 1909. 

Sept. 24, 1936 – In a deal recently consummated between Paul Bobisch, the brewmaster, and Jess Laper 

the later became the sole owner of the Princeton Brewery. We are informed that Theodore Radtke will 

take over the brewmastership. … factory 

Sept. 24, 1936 – The Evangelical church is undergoing a fine coat of white paint as is also the parsonage. 

… religion 

Oct. 1, 1936 – Files of 1909.  



Oct. 8, 1936 – Files of 1910 -  

Oct. 8, 1936 – The grand opening of the new Legion home, west side, Saturday evening at their quarters 

was a decided success, and everyone enjoyed the occasion to the utmost. … entertainment  

Oct. 8, 1936 – August Sauerbreit recently opened a tavern in the Town of Princeton, Highway 23, on the 

Montello road. … His place is located about 2 ½ miles west of this city. … business 

Oct. 8, 1936 - In a deal recently transacted between Richard Verch and Max Ladwig, the latter gained 

possession of the former’s Pleasant Valley Pavilion located on Highway 23 and 73. … entertainment 

business 

Oct. 15, 1936 – Theo. Dreblow is remodeling the Miller building east of the A. A. Manthey Produce store 

and will occupy the same in the near future. (Is this the old Young saloon building? yes) … business 

Oct. 15, 1936 – In July 1933 there were 3,908,068 individuals and families on relief throughout the 

United States. The New Deal brand of recovery had increased the number to 5, 300,000 in March of 

1936, according to the Federal Emergency Relief administration. … depression 

Oct. 22, 1936 – Files of 1910 

Oct. 29, 1936 – Files of 1910. 

Oct. 29, 1936 – Edward Mathias, sexton of Lutheran cemetery, badly injured when caught between two 

fallen sections of a heavy concrete foundation around a cemetery lot. He lay in pain and suffering for 

half an hour with long leg broke and the toes and ankle of his other foot badly crushed. Herman Ahrens 

was assisting Mr. Mathias. They were digging a deep hole into which the cracked and bulging foundation 

was to be pushed later. After this it was intended to build a new foundation. Ahrens went to another 

part of the cemetery on an errand, leaving Matthias in the hole. The foundation, the two pieces 

weighing around 5,000 pounds, collapsed suddenly and Mathias was caught between them. At first 

Ahrens tried to use a heavy steel bar to take the weight off Mathias. Failing this, he called neighbors and 

with the aid of an automobile jack, Mathias was finally extricated. He was rushed to the office of Drs. 

Mueller & Eppley, and treatment was given. Later he was taken to his home where he is resting 

comfortably. … health 

Oct. 29, 1936 – PHS basketball practice starts Oct. 28. Four lettermen and 21 boys sign up. … sports 

Oct. 29, 1936 – There will be an auction of the Schendel household goods at Swed’s corner on Cattle Fair 

Day, Wednesday, Nov. 4th. … business 

Nov. 5, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

Nov. 5, 1936 – County votes for Roosevelt over Landon by about 500 votes, Alexander Wiley over Philip 

La Follette by 270 and Arthur Lueck by 439. Leo T. Bartol elected sheriff. City goes for Roosevelt and La 

Follette, as does Town of Princeton, but St. Marie goes Roosevelt and Lueck. … politics 

Nov. 5, 1936 – Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jeske, who conducted a restaurant in the Andrew Schultz building for 

the past three years, moved into the home of his mother (Mrs. Joe Jeske) recently vacated by Mr. and 

Mrs. Harry Warnke. Mrs. Paul Ladwig will conduct the restaurant. … business 



Nov. 12, 1936 – Princeton players’ batting averages of the Central State League during 1936 season. F. 

Roguski batted 1000. R Mills 395 and W. Mills 390. … Sports 

Nov. 12, 1936 – This morning Mayor Philip Lehner received the final requisition on the water works and 

sewer project. The draft from the federal government was in the sum of $6732.04. … improvement 

depression 

Nov. 12, 1936 – A. A. Manthey, longtime produce dealer in the city, died very sudden last Wednesday 

evening. He was found on the steps of the Princeton Republic office overcome by heart ailment. … 

business 

Nov. 12, 1936 – Files of 1910. Next Sunday the Frisky Widows of this city will cross bats with Black Creek 

in Hardell’s pasture. … sports history 

Nov. 19, 1936 – A. A. Manthey obit. 69. Produce dealer in this city since 1882. … business 

Nov. 19, 1936 – In a deal consummated last Tuesday between Mrs. A. A. Manthey and Edmund Piasecki, 

the latter takes over the produce business of the late A. A. Manthey. Possession was immediately given. 

Edmund has been in the employ of Mr. Manthey for the past eight years. … business 

Nov. 19, 1936 – The old electric supply house adjoining the city hall to the west was recently moved to 

the rear of the lot which now affords a fine view of the new pump station.  … improvement 

Nov. 26, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

Nov. 26, 1936 – Annual meeting of Boy Scouts Twin Lakes Council in Berlin. … entertainment 

Dec. 3, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

Dec. 10, 1936 – Files of 1910. 

Dec. 10, 1936 – Council minutes. Dec. 1. City gives PTA permission to use hydrant to flood airport for ice 

rink. … entertainment … Also, council passes resolution combining Electric Light Department with city 

waterworks and sewer system as one. … improvement depression … John L. Bartol resigns as alderman, 

replaced by Stanish Lese. … politics 

Dec. 17, 1936 – PHS opens Little 7-C Conference play with win over Green Lake 28-16 at the auditorium. 

Scoring honors went to Hiestand and “Baron” Klettke. (few weeks earlier had box score with several 

names) Teams in conference: Princeton, Plainfield, Markesan, Green Lake, Oxford, Neshkoro, Hancock 

Coloma and Almond. … sports 

Dec. 17, 1936 – Dolly Warnke one of 47 students and one faculty member initiated into Phi Kappa Phi 

honor society at the University of Wisconsin. 

Dec. 17, 1936 – Boy Scout Troop 25 annual meeting. E. L. Hiestand troop committee chairman. … 

entertainment 

Dec. 17, 1936 – Greetings ads from local businesses. … business 

Dec. 24, 1936 – Homewarming for Dr. and Mrs. C. H Affeldt 



Dec. 24, 1936 – Frank Kennenberg and Don Fink “dropped in some sensational shots” for the Princeton 

second team, which lost to Markesan 14-13. Princeton’s first team defeated Markesan 22-18. And the 

junior and senior girls beat the freshmen and sophomores 12-10. … Roguski – a couple of one-handed 

push shots from the sidelines. “Gordy” Kannenberg … sports 

Dec. 24, 1936 – Poem “Hail to the Packers” … sports 

Dec. 24, 1936 – St. John’s Christmas schedule lists songs, sermons in Polish and English. Lists choir and 

altar boys – lots of names! … catholic 

Dec. 24, 1936 – Files of 1910. Edward Bartel is spending the week with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 

Bartel, at Green Lake. … history 

Dec. 31, 1936 – Files of 1910.  

Dec. 31, 1936 – Stockholders of the local National Bank were pleasantly surprised when they were given 

a Christmas present represented by a 25 percent dividend on their shares in that organization … “made 

possible through the retainement of the preferred stock issue during the past year out of the earnings of 

the bank. … business 

1937 

January 7, 1937 – Files of 1910.  

January 7, 1937 – During the past year much legislation has been proposed which if passed would call 

for a unified banking system. The various banking associations, both state and national, have advocated 

mergers and consolidations wherever possible. With this thought in mind the executive officers of the 

Princeton banks began negotiations some time ago to see if a feasible plan could be worked out 

whereby the two organizations might pool their assets and build one stronger bank in our city. After 

much deliberation a plan was approved by both the state and federal banking departments which was 

fair and equitable to both shareholders and depositors of both banks. This plan contemplates the 

Farmers Merchants National Bank taking over all of the assets of the Princeton State Bank and assuming 

all deposit liabilities and paying the shareholders of the Princeton State Bank the sum of $35.00 per 

share for their stock. We believe the action to be in line with the present banking policy. We further 

believe it to be for the best interest of the community. The plan must be ratified by the shareholders of 

the Princeton State Bank, and we urge your acceptance of the same for the best interests of all 

concerned. Should there by any questions regarding the matter, feel free to call upon the officers of 

either of the two institutions who will gladly give you a detailed explanation. We of the Princeton State 

Bank urge your cooperation to successfully carrying through the proposal as we of the Farmers 

Merchants National Bank pledge to give you the same courteous treatment that you have been 

accorded in the past. E. H. Mevis, cashier, FMNB  H. J. Maxwell, cashier, PSB … Feb. 11 – Legal notice. 

Princeton State Bank assets sold to Farmers Merchants National Bank for the lump sum of $462,000 and 

assume all deposit liabilities which are shown at approximately $375,000. … business depression 

January 7, 1937- August Sauerbreit, proprietor Hillside Tavern, selling marsh hay. Wonder where Hillside 

was? … business 

January 7, 1937 – Princeton Produce Company buying hides. … business 



January 14, 1937 – Files of 1910.  

January 14, 1937 – Farmers Merchants National Bank annual meeting. Cashier E. H. Mevis “pointed out 

that this bank had brown from a small institution to one which boasted total resources of over 

$700,000.00 during the course of three years. He also reviewed the earnings of the bank and pointed 

out that after the preferred stock had been retired, through the payment of a 25 percent dividend, the 

capital structure still showed a net amount of over $77,000.00. Board of directors re-elected. Fred W. 

Schmidt, Hyman Swed, Herman Weber, Otto Zanto and J. B. Zodrow. … 4,181 of the 5000 shares 

represented in person or proxy. … business depression 

January 14, 1937 – At the annual meeting of the Princeton State Bank on Tuesday of this week the stock 

was represented by 2,317 shares out of 2,400 and the meeting voted unanimously to combine the bank 

with the Farmers-Merchants National Bank. Both banks will continue to do business as usual until full 

details can be ironed out. … business depression 

January 14, 1937 – One per cent of all employees’ wages will be deducted from their salaries starting 

Saturday for payment into the new social security fund, which went into effect Friday, Jan. 1. An 

equivalent of the amount taken out of the employees’ wages will also be paid by the employers. – Ripon 

Commonwealth … depression 

January 14, 1937 – Ad from Farmers-Merchants National Bank in Princeton. “Our institution is large 

enough to serve your every need and still it is small enough to recognize the smallest accounts as well as 

the smallest requests for financial assistance. … We are entering a new era of banking in Princeton, and 

in order to be of utmost assistance to our business people and farmer customers, we must also ask for 

your cooperation. … business depression 

January 21, 1937 – Files of 1914. The Republic has supported Mr. Lehner as the home candidate for 

Congress. He has made a thorough campaign and reports from the different counties a fine 

endorsement for him. He is a hard working young lawyer and again we bespeak for him support at the 

primary next Tuesday. … history 

January 21, 1937 – Council minutes. Jan. 5.  

January 28, 1937 – Files of 1914. There was a writeup on our President Wm. Gorr in a recent issue of the 

Milwaukee Journal. Pres. Gorr’s successful administration is putting him in the public mind and putting 

Princeton on the map. … politics 

January 28, 1937 – Library report for 1936. 464 borrowers – 265 adults, 199 children. Adults borrowed 3, 

275 books and periodicals; children read 4,704 books and periodicals. A total of 6,979 volumes were 

circulated. The library started 1936 with 938 books, discarded 19 and added 305, making the total of 1, 

224 volumes at the end of the year. … improvement 

January 28, 1937 – New uniforms, fifty in all, have been ordered by the Princeton High School band to 

be paid for from the $1,000 in taxes as voted upon at the annual school meeting. The uniforms consist 

of coat, trousers and caps. The color is red and the coats have a white belt, white trimmings on the 

sleeves and white cord on the shoulders and cap. The trousers will be provided with white trimming 

down the side. The drum major’s uniform will be all white in West Point style. The mascot will have a 

small suit conforming in style and color with the others. … school band 



January 28, 1937 – Council elects Mayor Philip Lehner supervisor of the Second Ward to represent city 

interests on the county board. At the last meeting of the county board the assesses valuation of the city 

of Princeton was raised over two hundred thousand dollars. Alderman Leo T. Bartol had resigned when 

elected sheriff. … politics 

January 28, 1937 – I have not read anything about Community Church in quite some time, including 

Christmas. … religion 

February 4, 1937 – Files of 1914. Last week the St. John’s Polish church installed another new bell which 

weighs about 700 pounds. The church installed a 1,400-pound bell several months ago, and the one 

recently installed conforms in tone with their large bell and when together makes the sound very 

harmonizing and pleasant to the ear. … history 

February 4, 1937 – County board chooses Green Lake for site of county garage over Princeton. 

Supervisors voted 11-9. … improvement politics 

February 11, 1937 – Files of 1914.  

February 11, 1937 – Ernest Hiestand Jr., 18, dies of pneumonia. Family moved here 10 years ago. He 

graduated from PHS in June of last year. Assistant scoutmaster. 

Feb. 11, 1937 – Letter from Elmer Marquardt to his father, Charles Marquardt, from the CCC – sent to 

Arkansas to assist with flood relief. … depression 

Feb. 11, 1937 – Edward Krystofiak, son of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Krystofiak, left for Hot Springs, Arkansas, 

Tuesday morning to attend the Ray L. Doan base ball school. He will be gone about seven weeks. He was 

accompanied by Geo. Brennand of Oshkosh who will attend the same school. … sports 

Feb. 11, 1937 – Council minutes. Feb. 3.  

Feb. 18, 1937 – Files of 1914. Carl Worm has rented the room formerly occupied by the Republic office 

in the Harmon building and will be engaged in the cobbler’s business. … business history 

Feb. 18, 1937 – “The little white church on the corner has a place for you.” Rev. H. E. Zebarth … religion 

Feb. 18, 1937 – Rose Pickling Co. ad seeking cucumber acreage. Contact Jule Fenske at Fenske’s Service 

Garage. … factory farm progress 

Feb. 18, 1937 – A new sign adorns the front of the E. L. Piasecke store. The work was done by the 

Dreblow Decorating Co. … business 

Feb. 25, 1937 – Files of 1914.  

Feb. 25, 1937 – Art Riskey is the high school basketball coach. Plays on city team with Ray Megow. PHS 

will play in eight-team Class C tournament in Montello. Will finish in second place in conference. … 

sports 

March 4, 1937 – Files of 1914. Leona Reetz is head operator at the telephone office. … R. A. Henderson, 

who has been living in the Yahr residence on the west side, moved above his saloon last week. … O. M. 

Maulick purchased the saloon of F. J. Yahr, formerly owned by Edw. Schrank. Mr Maulick intends to rent 

the place. … history 



March 4, 1937 – PHS basketball team closes regular season with 16-15 win over Redgranite before 

capacity crowd at the Auditorium on Friday, Feb. 25. “Princeton won in the closing minutes of play when 

Pres Hiestand put one in at the end of a perfect scoring play. They successfully stalled then till the end of 

the game. The locals were without the services of Erwin Klettke, sharp-shooting guard, and Erling 

Peterson, speedy forward, due to illness. However, they put up a marvelous defense and didn’t allow a 

field goal in the first half. Preliminary game is senior-junior girls vs. freshman-sophomore girls. … sports 

March 4, 1937 – March fair day, being the largest fair of the year, was no exception to the rule 

Wednesday in point of attendance. The weather conditions were ideal for the occasion Early in the 

morning autos laden with people began to arrive and later in the day it was difficult to find a parking 

place, every public place available was occupied by cars. Walks on the north side of the business street 

was filled with people and it was difficult to walk from one business house to another, and people were 

obliged to take to the street. Water street was filled with cars on both sides down to the bridge and up 

beyond the Frank Giese residence beyond Farmer street. Main street, Pearl and Washington streets 

were also taken by cars. Merchants and the various business places of the city report an excellent 

business. An immense crowd gathered at the fair grounds and spent the day. Young pigs was the main 

attraction at the fairgrounds and were sold at a fairly good price. It is estimated that between 7,000 a d 

8,000 people had assembled to attend the Princeton March Fair Day. … entertainment cattle fair 

March 4, 1937 – The Princeton Motors, Ford Garage, formerly owned by Anton Weiske, of Montello, 

recently changed hands and is now owned by Vincent Weiske and Luke Buchen of this city. The latter 

two have managed the establishment for the past number of years and have enjoyed excellent business. 

… business 

March 11, 1937 – Files of 1914.  

March 11, 1937 – Princeton second in the consolation round of the district tournament in Montello. 

Princeton won one game (Oxford) and lost two (Westfield and Markesan). Cambria won the 

tournament. Princeton finished second in regular season at 6-2 behind 8-0 Plainfield. … March 18 – Only 

seniors on team are Victor Roguski and Erwin Klettke. Roguski played in every game in last four years 

and scored 286 points. He led the team in scoring this year with 122 points. Klettke scored 64 points 

while playing guard. … sports 

March 11, 1937 – Over 3,500 trapping tags were sold by John P. Hotmar, our local hardware dealer, this 

winter. … business sports 

March 18, 1937 – Mrs. Frank J. Yahr obit. 72. She was widow of Dr. Wendlandt, who died in 1909. She 

married Frank J. Yahr in 1911. He passed on Feb. 10, 1935. … history 

March 18, 1937 – Local declamatory and oratory contest results. Non-humorous declamation: 1. Alyce 

Bartol, 2. Eileen Dumke; Humorous declamation – 1. Donald Kreilkamp, 2. Wylma Tingley; orations – 1. 

Erling Peterson, 2. Preston Hiestand. Top two advance to league contest.  … school  

March 18, 1937 – Files of 1914.  

March 25, 1937 – Election papers filed. City clerk: Clarence Oelke vs A. H. Rimpler. … politics 

March 25, 1937 – Files of 1914. Otto Rimpler recently installed new elevator in the Princeton Roller Mill. 

… business history 



April 1, 1937 – Files of 1914. Frank Novak and sons drew out a new separator Monday. The crew has 

started to thresh rye out of the shock. … history bartel 

April 1, 1937 – John Lese obit.  

April 8, 1937 – Files of 1914.  

April 8, 1937 – Election results. Oelke (179-115, 157-112, 139-50) defeats Rimpler. Anton Novak loses 

town of Princeton supervisor race by 3 votes. George E. Ostrander elected district attorney. Supt. Louis 

Louis Bosman re-elected. … politics 

April 8, 1937 – In a deal transacted Wednesday, Miss Irene Menge became the owner of the local beauty 

parlor. Miss Menge took possession today. … She owns the parlor at Montello and will devote her time 

between the two places. … business 

April 15, 1937 – Files of 1914.  

April 15, 1937 – Boy Scouts hold Court of Honor at Father and Son Banquet at Community Hall. Award 

presented to the late Earnest Hiestand. “This was presented to the father of Ernest by the chaplain of 

the Twin Lakes Council, Roy Hony, of Waupaca, in a very touching manner. There was nary a person 

present who did not feel a tear roll down his cheek during this presentation. … Curtis Peterson receives 

Eagle Scout award, “this being the first eagle badge to be attained by a Princeton boy. Wisconsin 

fullback Eddie Jankowski and captain John Golemgeske, backfield coach Frank Jordan are guest 

speakers. … entertainment sports 

April 15, 1937 – Central State Baseball League clarifies rule and “now possible men can be secured from 

Redgranite, Berlin, Green Lake, etc. … sports 

April15, 1937 – The new band uniforms for the high school band, ordered several months ago, fifty in all, 

came here this week and are on display at the G. Teske & Sons company store window. They are of very 

attractive appearance and rank with the best of high school bands in the state. The uniforms consist of 

coat, trousers and caps. The color is red and the coats have a white belt, white trimmings on the sleeves, 

white braided cord on the left shoulder and the cap also provided with a white cord. Trousers are 

provided with white trimming down the side. The drum major’s uniform is white with trimmings in West 

Point style. The mascot has a small white suit in style and color with the drum major. A concern will be 

given by the band in the near future and at which time the new uniforms will be worn. … school band 

April 15, 1937 – Wegner-Bartol nuptials. 

April 15, 1937 – At a meeting of the Common Council on April 9, “the council went on record favoring a 

reduction of the water rates for this city. The water department income for the first six months of 

operation was encouraging, and the council instructed the city attorney to apply to the Public Service 

Commission for a reduction in the rate (words missing?) will bring more customers to the water 

department. At the present time Mr. Teske, the water department superintendent, informed the council 

that there are about fifty prospective new users. … improvement depression 

April 15, 1937 – Fred Bunce, proprietor of the IGA store, who occupied R. G. Wachholz’s store for the 

past several years, moved his stock of goods into the Mrs. S. E Mackowski building. … business 

April 22, 1937 – Files of 1913. List of auto and yacht owners. 



April 22, 1937 – Council minutes. April 6.  

April 22, 1937 – Ed Krystofiak chosen captain of city baseball team in the Central State League. … 

baseball 

April 22, 1937 – If pinball machine operators thought they were going to make Green Lake county a 

dumping ground for their devices they reckoned without Sheriff Leo T. Bartol who at the weekend 

ordered all pinball and gambling machines removed from premises by Monday. Since neighboring 

counties “turned on the heat” against the gaming machines, Green Lake county it is believed would have 

been flooded by them, and this, plus complaints of parents, brought about the sheriff’s actions. … crime 

politics 

April 22, 1937 – A representative of the Public Service Commission, Madison, called here last Monday 

and spent the day with the manager of the water department and talking over matters to reduce the 

water rate from $35.00 to $4.00 for three months’ consumption. All indications point toward that 

reduction and indications are to the effect that it will meet with the Public Service Commission approval. 

Prospects are for about 50 new hook-ups this summer; several have already connected this year. More 

than a hundred have installed the water service thruout the city. … improvement depression 

April 29, 1937 – Files of 1913. Rogoski brothers are builders. … Busy Dollar takes about 50 to the Berlin 

fair. … business history 

April 29, 1937 – Council meeting April 20. Wm. Huenerberg elected council president. … politics 

April 29, 1937 – Aai Whittemore obit. Son of Wm. 

May 6, 1937 – Files of 1913. In the joint horse and mule race on Wednesday for a 300-yard dash 

between street sprinkler Edw. Mattes and Otto Witt, driver for Dahlke and Giese. Witt won the race by a 

neck. It was close and exciting. … history 

May 6, 1937 – T. J. Paul obit.  

May 6, 1937 – Carl Schendel informs us of seeing a deer near the Princeton locks last Tuesday. … sports 

May 6, 1937 – City Clerk Clarence Oehlke has his office in the Mrs. Buschke building occupied by 

Edmund Piasecke, produce business. … business 

May 13, 1937 – Files of 1913.  

May 13, 1937 – Council minutes. May 4. A letter from the Public Service Commission in regard to water 

rate in city was read. The council informally accepted the new rate of the commission. Clarence Oelke, 

clerk. … improvement depression 

May 13, 1937 – Baseball team loses opener 9-8 to Fond du Lac. Pitcher Nook Griffith, catcher Windy 

Marks. … sports 

May 13, 1937 – PHS junior prom. King Gordon Kannenberg and queen Wylma Tingley. Josephine Novak 

in charge of the dance programs committee. … school bartel 

May 13, 1937 – Spring Valley school program. James Bartel, Robert Bartel, Marjorie Bartel, Junior Bartel 

participate. The Spring Valley School received the championship banner for being the champions of the 



Rural School Softball League. Following is the lineup of the Spring Valley team: Lawrence Gunderjahn, 

rf.; Donald Polus, lss; Monica Polus, 1b; Walter Bartel Jr., p; James Bartel, 2b; Robert Bartel, 3b; Wilbur 

Walker, c; Marjorie Bartel, cf; Robert Dahms, lf; and Florence Klingbeil, Mary Walker, Radine Walker, 

Ellwin Klingbeil, reserves. Team had 8-0 record. Pleasant Valley was second at 2-3. Kelm School 1-2, 

Forest Ridge 0-2, Sugar Loaf 0-4. … sports 

May 13, 1937 – R. G. Wachholz is repainting the interior of his store building recently vacated by Fred 

Bunce. The building will be occupied by an IGA store in the very near future. … business 

May 20, 1937 – To our readers. The type for this issue of the Princeton Republic was furnished by the 

Princeton Times, due to mechanical difficulties in our shop. … May 27. Times prints again. … business 

May 20, 1937 – Files of 1913. The government inspectors were here last week and look over the “Busy 

Dollar” owned by Schroeder Bros. It was pronounced a safe boat and in first-class condition in every 

respect. …business history 

May 27, 1937 – The Princeton high school track team, consisting of Curtis, Erling and Neal Peterson, 

Gordon Kannenberg and Sylvester Frost, accompanied by A. W. Riskey, coach, went to Redgranite 

Wednesday afternoon to compete in the Little 7-C Conference track meet. … In the hundred yard dash, 

Erling Peterson won first and Gordon Kannenberg fourth. Gordon also placed third in the 220 yard dash 

and fourth in the broad jump. Erling placed second in the half mile race. Redgranite, with the most 

points, won the meet. Plainfield, Redgranite, Hancock, Oxford, Wild Rose and Princeton were 

represented. … sports 

May 27, 1937 – A trailer featuring Evinrude and Elto outboard motors, touring this section of Wisconsin, 

will make one of its first stops in this vicinity at Menge’s Resort on Puckaway, Friday, June 4, from 11:00 

to 12:00 noon. Then from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. the same day, the trailer will be parked in front of the Stern 

Jewelry Store here. … sports 

May 27, 1937 – With nearly every business and professional firm in Princeton represented, 56 local 

people sat down to the banquet table last Monday evening at the American House. It was the first 

official meeting of the Princeton Service Club. … It was the unanimous sentiment of those present that a 

service club should be organized. The name “Princeton Service Club” was formally adopted, and then 

the following officers were elected: President – John Nickodem; vice president – George Ostrander; 

secretary – E. H. Mevis; treasurer – Alex Beyer; directors – Arthur Weiske, Arthur Luedtke, Carl 

Lichtenberg. … The main purpose of the meeting, that of completing the organization, was 

accomplished. The appointment of committees and a set up of a program of activities will be the next 

step in getting the club into action. … entertainment 

May 27, 1937 – Gerlach’s new IGA Store in the Wachholz building will hold “open house” to the people 

of Princeton and vicinity Saturday afternoon and evening. Workmen have been busy the past few days 

putting the finishing touches on what is probably one of the finest exclusive provision stores in this 

section. … Mr. and Mrs. Gerlach, who come here from Elkhart Lake to establish this business and to 

make their home with us, extend a cordial invitation to the public in general to come in and get 

acquainted. … He says that Princeton offers a combination of merchandising advantages seldom found 

in a place of this size. However, it is not only Princeton’s exceptional advantages as a business center 



that attract him, but also the possibilities for recreation – the accessibility to lakes and streams and 

other features that make it attractive to him as an outdoor enthusiast. … business 

May 27, 1937 – The city council is planning an extensive street improvement program to start soon. - 

improvement 

May 27, 1937 – LAST ISSUE OF THE REPUBLIC, WHICH MERGES WITH PRINCETON TIMES. 

Check A. H. Rimper obit Dec. 17, 1947, re: newspaper history  

-- 

PRINCETON TIMES 1935-1938 

PRINCETON TIMES 

Aug. 22, 1935 – John Shew reminisces. history 

Aug. 22, 1935 - Ag Department history 

Aug. 29, 1935 – Cattle fair ads … entertainment 

Sept. 12, 1935 – New shell station operator Harold Wegner. Has taken over the Shell Gas and Oil Service 

Station on Main Street formerly conducted by A.E. Dony. … business 

Sept. 12, 1935 – The first of the series of baseball games between the East Side Tigers and the West Side 

Canadians for the City Championship will be played at the Airport Diamond Sunday afternoon at two 

o’clock. … The two teams played off for the City Championship last year. … sports 

Oct. 17, 1935 – Times new press. newspaper … business 

Nov. 7, 1935 - Sewing project, consolidate three utilities … improvement, depression 

Nov. 21, 1935 – Hoyer resignation … lutheran 

Dec. 5, 1935 – Davis Waite history 

Dec. 26, 1935 – Mrs. Frank Novak obit 

1936 

Jan. 9 – Picture of linotype machine … newspaper 

Jan. 16 – Sewing project starts … depression 

Jan. 23 – Description of school system 30 years ago, local businesses. history 

Jan. 23 – Around Town starts … newspaper 

Jan. 30 – Seen and Heard Around Town … newspaper 

Feb. 6 – Hoyer farewell … lutheran 

Feb. 6 – Zelinksi poor case dismissed … depression 



Feb, 6 – Princeton Blues history.  … baseball sports 

Feb. 13 – Blizzard, snowbound, snowmobile … weather, novak, improvement 

Feb. 27 – Chauncey Boylan history. Owned from Pearl to Mechanic. … Mr. ,  was the man who shot the 

buck from which the horns were taken and mounted on the front of a store building saloon which 

occupied the site of the present Buckhorn Tavern. When the new building was erected, the horns were 

again put in use as a decorative feature of the front and account for the name of the tavern. 

Feb. 27 – Dead Indians hanging from trees. Tim Paul. History. … John Shew radio panel 

March 5 – Talk of dredging river. … improvement 

March 5 – Baby Chick Capitol … farm progress 

March 13 – Motorboats way back then. Al Rimpler says there were 30 boats on the local tax rolls at one 

time. … sports 

March 20 – Busy Dollar excursion recollection. History  

March 26 – Marquette – Spring 1655 radisson and Grosseilier  - went up the Fox to the portage and 

entered the Wisconsin river, spending about four months on the trip. Joliet and Marquette, starting fron 

Mascouten village, 214 miles in 10 days, landing June 17. history 

April 9 – Princeton to have baseball team … sports 

April 9 – Invitation to formal opening of the American House held October 23, 1885.  … history 

April 9 – sewing project … depression 

April 9 – Ladwig’s new tavern near pavilion using lumber taken from old mill warehouse. History  

April 16 – profiles of local auto businesses 

April 23 – Three photos in Maxwell’s office at state bank – cattle fair 1872 and two others. history 

April 23 – Details of Lehner – Schnetzky hearing. school 

April 30 – Lehner response. school 

April 30 – Raasch house on Farmer street, known to many as the House of Seven Gables, was originally 

one of St. Marie’s finest residences, and many years ago was hauled to Princeton on skids in the winter 

time. Forty yoke of oxen and seven teams of horses furnished the motive power. Schools were closed in 

some districts so that the children could view what must have been an interesting spectacle. … history 

May 7 – Photo and ID of Princeton Blues – 1908 champions. Baseball. … sports 

May 7 – memories of Old Jailhouse: Stone jail stood on Main Street near Washington. Recently 

purchased by Erich Reich, of Neshkoro. Had building dismantled and used material for house he is 

building on Farmer Street. … erected in park where the school house now stands … ten years later 

removed to its last site near the Ronspies service station where it served as the local bastille until the 

present jail quarters were provided in the City Hall twelve years ago. Then the building was sold to Emil 

Klawitter who converted it into a two-car garage. Later it was owned by wm. Wiese who sold it to Mr. 



Reich. … Princeton’s first lockup – the predecessor of the one recently demolished – was located, over 

seventy years ago, in the basement of the building which stood where the Ford Garage is now located 

and which was occupied by the De Voe Drug Store…. history 

May 7 – baseball team is the Princeton Tigers. … sports 

May 7 – New bakery and other business news. … business 

May 7 – Upholstered seats in theater. … entertainnent 

May 28, - History of mill with photo. Mill torn down. … A flour mill back in the fifties was almost 

indispensable for the growth of a community, and as the Fox River which flows through Princeton had 

not fall enough to furnish water power such as the neighboring towns of Dartford, Kingston, Montello 

and Germania had, the idea was conceived by a number of men to divert one of the nearby streams into 

the village for that purpose. … The company headed by W.S. And A.L. Flint chose the Mecan, seven miles 

away. The canal, or mill ditch, as it was commonly called, was started about a mile southeast of the 

village of Germania in Marquette County,a nd as all the work of digging was done by pick and shovel, it 

consumed the most of 1856 and 1857. The canal formed a natural flow, and it took only a small dam in 

the Mecan where the stream was diverted. With a supply of water available, the mill was built, a stone 

building three stories high, and a frame structure which was moved here from St. Marie. The original 

mill consisted of two runs of four-foot stones, two eighteen-foot hexagonal reels, and a smutter. The 

power was funished by an eighteen-foot over-shot wheel under a twenty-foot head and was used until 

1867 when a turbine took its place. … 1930 sold to the Wisconsin Power & Light Company, who hired 

Harry Lunow to run it. For the past year, it has been closed and is now being torn down under the 

direction of Harry Teske. … history 

May 28 – Grams Garage and Machine shop office being built. Faces Main. … business 

May 28 – A.S. Humphrey flower gardens. … entertainment 

June 4 – Photo of high school band from Capital Times. 

June 4 – Big pig sale at cattle fair. … entertainment 

June 11 – Another band photo school 

June 18 – Barney Priske buys Schendel property sold at auction for 5600. Lots front both Main and 

Water with a large two-story brick building on the latter. … business 

June 25 – Legion buys Warnke house. … history 

July 16 – band uniforms … school 

July 16 – Very hot. Fire dept. wets down lawns, etc. Week before column said greasy glove caught fire on 

sidewalk. … weather health 

July 30 – Schnetzky obit. … politics, airport 

Aug. 6 – WPA sewing project. … depression 

Aug. 6 – Joe Jezeski obit. … novak 



Aug. 13 – Note about early electricity. Ed Lehman, of NYC, recalls visit in 1906 – In those days he claims 

the electric lights went out at eleven o’clock. He says that a warning whistle was sounded and then 

there was a grand rush for kerosene lamps or to bed. … This is the first time we ever heard of a warning 

whistle. The formula was usually a double flicker – off and on, off again. Finnegan – and then you did the 

best you could to find your way about. … Those were the days of moonlight street lighting schedules. If 

the calendar said there should be a moon, regardless of clouds or weather, there were no lights. … 

improvement … history 

Aug. 20 – Virginia Nowatzke, 12-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mike Blankavage … novak 

Sept. 17 – bubbler Water and short … trees fall on roofs … improvement … weather 

Oct. 1 –Shell station changes hands. … business 

Oct 8 – Josephine Novak piano solo Veil Dance … bartel 

Oct 29 – record 16-page paper = 4 page ad for sweds remodeling. … newspaper business 

Nov. 5 – Dreblow decorating company is now located in the Miller building across the street from their 

former location. … business 

Nov. 12 – AA Manthey obit … history 

Nov. 19 – Piasecke buys Manthey business … business 

1937 

Jan. 7 = Herb Wachholz buys his father’s interest in business 

Jan. 7 – Story about what city needs, business organization 

Jan. 7 – Princeton Produce Co., bank merger, … business 

Jan. 14 – District Attorney orders all slot machines removed … politics, entertainment, crime 

Jan. 14 – Talk among a group of local citizens recently turned to the possibility of securing the Princeton 

State Bank building for a public library. It was pointed out that the building would also provide rest room 

facilities. When an objection was made to the expense of the project, the argument was put forth that a 

community which could support nineteen taverns should certainly be able to furnish suitable library and 

rest room facilities. … improvement 

Jan. 21 – Transportation cheaper than one-room schools, rural education … school 

Jan. 21 – New band uniforms ordered. … school  

Jan. 28 – Princeton’s first million-dollar bank. … business 

Jan. 28 – History of Princeton state Bank and reminiscences: hitching posts both sides of water street, 

fire equipment an old hand pump, Mr. Maxwell lived in house now occupied by Mrs. Earl Berray. The J.E. 

Leimer and Thistle among boats making regular trips up and down Fox. … history 

Feb. 4 – Princeton loses battle for county garage. Princeton site was across highway from the airport in 

town of Princeton. $600 cost estimate. … progress 



Feb. 11 – County’s annual dairy income huge! Inside jumps … farm progress 

Feb 11 – Ernie HIestand Jr. dies … business 

Feb. 25 – PHS basketball second in Little Seven C, to play in district tourney … school sports 

Feb. 25 – Rain, blizzard … weather 

March 4 – Weiske, Buchen own Princeton Motors … business 

March 4 – Princeton chick capital … record Cattle Fair … farm progress 

March 11 – Basketball wrapup. … sports 

March 11, 1937 – Kristy at baseball school with baseball stars. Good note…. sports 

April 1 – The Times is not in politics, and, therefore, has no axes to grind in this election. We merely urge 

that you do your duty – vote for the man who are best qualified to give efficient service in the offices for 

which they are elected. … newspaper 

April 1 – an addition built on the south side of the Pleasant Valley pavilion furnishes space for an 

orchestra platform on the first floor. … entertainment 

April 8 – Record vote. Clarence Oelke defeats Al Rimpler for city clerk; clerk for 28 years. Grams defeats 

Lehner for supervisor. … politics 

April 8 – Princess Beauty Shop changes hands. … business 

April 8 – Local sportsmen are looking forward to the day when there will be an open season for deer 

huntig in Green Lake and Marquette counties. Judging from the large number of deer seen in this 

vicinity in recent weeks, that time is not so many years distant. … sports 

April 8 – Beer so thick that the customer called for some toothpicks to clean it from his teeth. … history 

entertainment 

April 15 – Ten-year lease for post office at American House. … Improvements 

April 15 – Baseball team forms. … sports 

April 15 – New band uniforms arrive. … school sports 

April 22 – Water rate reductions. … improvement 

April 22 – Kristy shows improvement from baseball school he attended. … sports 

April 22 – Meeting to organize service club. … improvement 

April 23 – Pinball machines banned. … crime, politics, entertainment 

April 23 – Newly upholstered seats at theater … entertainment 

April 23 – We are told that some of the council members are lukewarm to the proposition of raising 

funds for the library. We are sorry to learn of this. We know of no way that the city can spend money for 



entertainment or educational activities that brings such large returns for the relatively small amount 

expended. … improvement 

April 29 – Fatal house fire in town of Princeton … health 

May 6 – City Clerk Oelke has office in Piasecke store. … politics, business 

May 6 – Dam at Princeton locks to be rebuilt … river improvement 

May 6 – Band uniforms photo, drum major Pres Hiestand and mascot Sonny Mueller. … school  

May 13 – Wachholz building soon to be preoccupied by Gerlach’s IGA Store undergoes improvements … 

business 

May 13 – PHS at conference track … school sports 

May 27 -  last Princeton Times … newspaper 

PRINCETON TIMES-REPUBLIC 1937-1938 

Vol. 71, No. 17 

June 3, 1937 – To our readers: Through the purchase of the Republic plant, subscription list, and other 

assets, from E. H. Mevis, by the publishers of the Times (H. H. Hobart & Sons), this merged edition of the 

two newspapers has been made possible. Owing to the extra work involved in the consolidation of the 

two papers, some of the features of each newspaper have been omitted in this issue, but will be 

resumed in succeeding issues. It is our aim to give our readers a much better paper than was possible 

with two papers in the field dividing advertising support and other sources of revenue. We are sure that 

the new arrangement will meet with the approval of the friends of both the Republic and the Times. This 

issue assume the volume number based on the establishment of the Republic seventy years ago last 

February, and comes to you as the Princeton Times-Republic. … newspaper 

June 3, 1937 – County graduation of common schools held at Princeton Theatre. Class includes Angeline 

Novak, James Bartol, Walter Bartol … bartel 

June 3, 1937 – Edgar Zobel, of Ripon, the director of the Princeton school band, was honored two weeks 

ago by being chosen president of the Wisconsin Bandmaster Association at a meeting in Fond du Lac. … 

school 

June 3, 1937- Princeton city baseball team referred to as Tigers. … sports 

June 3, 1937 – PHS Class of 1937. Valedictorian Ethel Bornick, salutatorian Neoma Priebe. … school 

June 3, 1937 – The sum of $3,500 was appropriated by the city council at their regular meeting Tuesday 

evening for street improvements. … The council ordered that rations for transients be cut in half. 

(Further details page 8) … depression 

June 3, 1937 – Tiff’s Royal Swing Band … entertainment 

June 10, 1937 – Files of 1910. 



June 10, 1937 – Class of 37 awards. Lots of names. Photos of graduates. Adelyn Nowatzski only senior 

honor student all four years. Girls get letters for high points in the girls athletic association.  … school 

June 10, 1937 – Alumni association revived with meeting at the high school. Harry Slabosheske elected 

president; Norma Knaack, vice president; Neoma Priebe, secretary; Norman Reetz, treasurer. … school 

June 10, 1937 – A real estate deal was closed on Tuesday whereby Walter Borzick became the owner of 

the building occupied by his tavern and the B. J. Priske wall paper and paint store. He bought the 

property from Erich Mueller. … business 

June 10, 1937 – Representatives of the Chicago and Northwestern Ry. Were in the city Monday 

conferring with city officials on the proposed sidewalk from the DeWitt Eggleston tavern on Main St. 

from the brick pavement to the cement. … improvement 

June 10, 1937 – Liquor license applications: Lot 22, Block C, Walter Borzick; E1/2 Lot 20, Block 2, Anton 

R. Kalupa; Lot 6 Block 7, Thomas Sosinsky; Lot 1, Block D, Mike Checkie; Lot 2, Block X, Floyd Kallas and 

Freddie Bartol; Lot 24, Block C, S. C. Bartol and Edmund Bartol; Lot 8, Block D, E24 of W36, Stanish 

Hoffman; E32 of W29, Block D, Andrew Drill building, Victor Drill; E9 of Lot 5 and W36 of Lot 8, Block D, 

Wm. Schwenzer building, Wm. Schwenzer; 130 Water Lot 29, David J. Tassler; E60 Lot 4 W30 Lot 4, Block 

D, B. J. Priske building, Max Ladwig; W32 of E73 Lot 7, Block C, Martin M. Bednarek; Part of Lot 8, Block 

D, Alfred F. Warnke; pharmacists permit, Lot 8, Block D, corner of Washington and Water, Oscar H. 

Lichtenberg; E20 of W50 Lot 26, Fred Breivogel; Lot 1, Block E, Leo W. Schewe. … business 

June 10, 1937 – Mrs. Orlo Maulick (Kathryn?), now of Freedom, where husband is cashier, is daughter of 

Mrs. Mattie (Bartel) Thomas.  

June 17, 1937 – Files of 1912. Grocer and insurance salesman (for past four years) H. O. Giese appointed 

special treasury agent for this district by McGovern administration. … Population is not rated at 1629. … 

improvement 

June 17, 1937 – Max Ladwig has announced the sale of the Pal Restaurant to Robert Semro, the new 

owner to take possession July 1. Mr. Semro, we understand, will conduct the business as a tavern. Mr. 

Ladwig states that the sale of the restaurant will enable him to give all of his attention to his tavern and 

dance pavilion at Pleasant Valley, where he contemplates extensive improvements in the near future. 

He plans to erect a new fireproof building on the property adjoining the pavilion, with the tavern 

occupying the first floor and living quarters on the second floor. Mr. Semro has been engaged in the 

tavern business here for some time in the Kohnke building. … business, entertainment 

June 17, 1937 – Herke and Eddie Bartol will take possession of the tavern vacated by Mr. Semro on the 

first. … The Parkside Tavern and Service Station, which they have so successfully operated, will be taken 

over by Floyd Kallas and Freddie Bartol. … business 

June 17, 1937 – Nyeggens Store has installed a soda found of the latest type. It is a beautiful fixture with 

marble counter and panels and is equipped with electrical refrigeration for maintaining varying degrees 

of temperature in the different compartments. … business, entertainment 

June 24, 1937 – Messrs. John Shew and Ted Tanner, of the Princeton Bottling Works, report a 

substantial increase in business over the same months last year. The bottling department has been 

operated at full capacity for several weeks, and the sale of Oshkosh and Miller’s beer has shown 



considerable increase. A new warehouse for the cold storage of beer is being located along side of the 

bottling plant. … business factory 

June 24, 1937 – Five hundred-day-old pheasant chicks were delivered to the Princeton Rod and Gun 

Club Monday from the state fur and game farm at Poynette. A large brooder house with electric brooder 

has been placed in the wooded lot at the rear of the Hernerberg service station and here the chicks are 

being cared for by A. S. Humphrey, veteran hatcheryman. The yard has been enclosed with an eight-foot 

wire fence, with a fine mesh around the base. A small yard has been built at one end of the brooder 

house into which the chicks will first be allowed to run. The pheasants are all of the English ringneck 

type and will be kept until about 12 weeks old before being liberated by the Rod and Gun Club. … sports 

June 24, 1937 – Friday afternoon, at 4:30, four members of the local troop of Boy Scouts Preston 

Hiestand, Donald Kreilkamp, Gilbert Grams and Lyle Priske, will entrain at Oshkosh for the National 

Jamboree at Washington, D. C., July 30 to July 9.  

June 24, 1937 – Art Dreblow and his seven-piece band plays at auditorium. … entertainment 

June 24, 1937 – A deal was concluded this week whereby the Princeton Produce Co. became the owners 

of the Pahl property on Water street near the Shell service station. The building is one of Princeton’s old 

landmarks and in the early days house one of the leading trading posts of this section. John Pahl 

conducted a general trading business, his dealings being largely with Indians and trappers. His lines 

consisted of staple merchandise of pioneer days, such as blankets, sugar, coffee, candles, etc, and they 

were traded mostly for furs. The new owners plan to wreck the building in the near future and will sue 

the site as a loading station for livestock, also for the storage of equipment. … history 

June 24, 1937 – Files of 1911. On last Monday, the transfer of E. D. Morse’s property and business in 

general produce and lumber business was completed, and Dahlke and Giese took possession. … Carl 

Schendel’s 23rd birthday party at Turner Hall one to remember. History … business 

June 24, 1937 – Council minutes. June 21. Licenses granted include Fred Ponto. … business 

July 1, 1937 – Files of 1909. 1909 baseball team coached by Manager Powers takes team on two-week 

baseball tour to northern cities. The team consists of Steve Kroll, Arnold Krause, Victor Yahr, Frank 

Marsh, Walter Anderson, Louis Brusberg, Oscar Olman, Dick Hughes, Allie Hamre, Al Liese and Walter 

Leskey. … sports 

July 1, 1937 – The special meeting of the city council held last Friday evening for the purpose of 

rescinding the ordinance restricting liquor licenses to one for each one hundred of population 

developed into a story session. Wm. Huenerberg, president of the council, led the fight in opposing the 

rescinding of the ordinance, which it was generally understood was to clear the way for granting liquor 

licenses to Tom Sosinsky on the West Side and Fred Ponto at the Airport Tavern. Mr. Huenerberg 

centered his plea around the idea that repeal of the ordinance would throw the town wide open for 

‘every Tom, Dick, and Harry to come in here and sell liquor.” His stand was that the young people of our 

city should be protected from the evils of unrestricted traffic in liquor. And while he was unsuccessful in 

preventing a vote in which the rescinding ordinance was carried 4 to 2, he was successful in preventing a 

vote on the question of granting licenses to Ponto and Sosinsky. He pointed out that the licenses could 

not be granted until the new ordinance was published and was sustained by the city attorney. … Mr. 

Huenerberg threatened to get an injunction if the board insisted on granting the licenses. As a 



consequence, we understand that another special meeting will be called on to pass on the two license 

applications. And at a later meeting a new ordinance will be introduced to place restrictions on the 

number of liquor and beer licenses. There have been no restriction on beer licenses. We are informed 

that some members of the Park Board are in favor of applying for a liquor license at the auditorium. 

However, other members are strongly opposed to the proposition, and we rather suspect there will be 

no liquor license at the Auditorium. … business 

July 1, 1937 – Photo of Boy Scouts going to Jamboree. 

July 1, 1937 – New homes – brick veneer home for Lawrence Mashuda on West Main street, J. B. 

Zodrow on Fulton street near the Ponto residence. … Frank Giese has purchased two lots on Fulton 

street adjoining the Ralph Giese property and plans to build two modern homes. 

July 1, 1937 – Patrons of the local post office were pleasantly surprised Monday morning with 

improvements made over the weekend. Improvements included the installation of new combination 

lock boxes, steel equipment throughout, and a more convenient arrangement of postage stamp,, money 

orders, and parcel post windows. The new arrangement of fixtures also gives more working space for 

post office employees, made necessary by the constantly increasing volume of business handled by this 

office. The staff has been more than busy this week instruction patrons in the mysteries of operating the 

combinations of their lock boxes. The lock box facilities have been more than doubled, and the 

combination lock is a great advantage over the old key system. No more looking for lost or misplaced 

keys. … improvement 

July 1, 1937 – One of the biggest crowds in the history of Princeton Independence Day celebrations is 

expected here next Monday to see and hear Heinie and His Grenadiers, WTMJ’s famous radio stars. … 

appearing here under the auspices of Bernie Kasierski Post No. 366, American Legion. They will play at 

St. John’s Catholic Church picnic grounds in the afternoon and at the city auditorium for the dance in the 

evening. Admission to the grounds will be 25 cents per person. … The three-star performers of Heine’s 

troupe are Villie, Valter and Droopy, the lovable comics who have helped make the band what it is 

today. … July 8 – A crowd estimated at close to six thousand enjoyed the splendid entertainment 

provided by Heinie and his Grenadiers at the American Legion celebration at St. John’s Catholic church 

picnic grounds Monday. It was a big, happy, good-natured crowd that gathered early in the afternoon 

stayed until supper time. The musical program ranged all the way from the old-time German and Polish 

favorites to patriotic marches and modern swing numbers. Vliie and his antics kept the crowd in a 

continuous uproar. The beer and ice cream stands, as well as various amusement features, all did a 

landoffice business. In the evening, another big crowd packed the auditorium for the dance to which six 

hundred numbers were sold. … The gross receipts from all sources were approximately $2,300. (3250 

tickets were sold to adults at the gate.) It is estimated that there were as many children as adults at the 

picnic. … entertainment 

July 1, 1937 – Ads for Heini’s visit from local business. Airport Tavern and Service Station is across from 

auditorium. Fred Ponto, proprietor. Home of Texaco products. … July 8 ad – Parkside Tavern’s new 

owners Floyd Kallas and Freddie Bartol. Deep Rock Service Station. Roman Bartol, proprietor. Across 

from auditorium. … business 

July 1, 1937 – Bednarek’s Bathing Beach and picnic grounds on Green Lake off Highway 73 2.5 miles 

south of Pleasant Valley Pavilion. 25 cents a car. … entertainment 



July 8. 1937 – Files of 1909. County Supt. Geo. V. Kelley purchased the beautiful home of Mrs. 

Wendlandt on Short street. … Last Sunday, our second team, formerly called Starlights, now called 

Thomas Colts, went to Black Creek and took in camp that team by a score of 23-12. The game played for 

a side bet of $10, which as the score denotes, the Colts won. Thomas Colts appeared for the first time in 

their neat new baseball uniforms presented them by Eugene Thomas. … history, sports 

July 8, 1937 – Photo of the four Princeton Boy Scouts at Jamboree. Preston Hiestand is one of the drum 

majors for the big Scout band – the largest musical organization ever brought together. 

July 8, 1937 – Mayor Philip Lehner suffered two broken ribs, slight concussion, bruises in collision with 

Berlin Laundry truck. … health 

July 8, 1937 – Seen and Heard Around Town. Kopplin & Kinas, contractors, started work last Friday, 

scarifying and grading the city streets. … It is planned to regrade and regravel Farmer, Fulton and Short 

streets and as many other streets as the funds on hand will permit. … improvement 

July 8, 1937 - Wesley Ladwig tells us that some nights it takes as much as a ton of ice to operate the 

cooling system at the theatre. Ice costs $4 a ton. … business entertainment 

July 15, 1937 – Philip Lehner Sr. re-elected director of the school board with 75 of 81 votes cast. Clerk is 

H. O. Teske. Treasurer is Herman Spooner. Salaries remain $35 for director and treasurer, $100 for clerk. 

… July 22 – Letter to the public from Lehner thanks them for their support during his 18 years on board. 

“At the school meeting, you raised $7,000 as a school tax. Markesan voted $15,000. West Bend, which is 

only four times as large as Princeton, voted $54,400 as a school tax – eight times as much as Princeton. 

It means just this: We must hold to the important essentials in education and not waste a lot of money 

on every new frill that comes along.” … school 

July 15, 1937 – John Novak pleads guilty to drunken driving before Justice Giese. Paid $133.22 fine, 

license revoked. … crime 

July 15, 1937 – Preston Hiestand returns from jamboree and goes to Twin Lakes to serve as waterfront 

director and director of outdoor activities. Boy Scouts. 

July 15, 1937 – Lee Whittemore, after an absence of 11 months, has reopened his jewelry and watch and 

clock repairing business in the Kinkel (& Radtke) building. “It is the height of his ambition to build up a 

business here so that he can be among his friends and have an opportunity to fish and hunt along the 

lakes and streams he knows so well. … business 

July 15, 1937 – Mrs. Andrew Drill (Pelagia Shurpit) dies. 63. She was the last Gold Star Mother of 

Princeton. Edward killed in France in 1918. … war 

July 15, 1937 – “A Star is Born” playing in full technicolor at Princeton Theatre. Janet Gaynor, Frederick 

March, Andy Devine. … entertainment 

July 15, 1937 – Close to 250 sportsmen attended the Princeton Rod and Gun Club banquet at the 

auditorium Tuesday night. Those who failed to score points drink castor oil. Paul Hunt winner of 

secretary’s cup with 2922 ½ points. Walter Gongorek second with 2525. “Paul Hunt gave a very clear 

explanation of how he qualified for the Secretary’s Cup. Paul says that when the question of how he was 

going to win the cup came up, he did some tall and fancy figuring. He decided to feed the crows laying 



mash. That worked out excellently, and the crows laid a lot of eggs. But they build their nests in tall 

trees. The problem of climbing the trees daily to gather the eggs was surmounted by an arrangement 

whereby friends would climb up half the distance and Paul the other half. By dividing the climbing in this 

manner, Paul says, the egg-gathering was a comparatively easy task. … sports entertainment 

July 15, 1937 – Boy scouts return from Jamboree. 

July 15, 1937 – Files of 1910 – The Wisconsin Telephone office is being moved this week from the 

American House into the First National Bank. … history 

ONLY SCANNED FRONT PAGES 

July 22, 1937 – Paper says it is Green Lake County’s Largest Weekly … newspaper 

July 22, 1937 – Files of 1900.  

July 22, 1937 – Clarence Oelke, local representative for the Fuhrmann Canning Co., of Berlin, announces 

that he will take in beans at the Mackowski building afternoons and evenings, except Saturday evening, 

until further notice. … farm, business 

July 22, 1937 – Princeton baseball team wins sixth in a row. Won first-half championship. Green Lake 

takes over Omro franchise. … sports 

July 22, 1937 – Officers of the Princeton Service Club are planning to call a meeting in a few days for the 

purpose of discussing plans for sponsoring the Princeton High School Junior Fair which is usually held in 

October. Wm. Kasakaitas, high school agriculture teacher, under whose direction the fair has been held 

the last few years, is anxious to extend the prize list and broaden the field of exhibits for the fair. … 

school 

July 22, 1937 – Red Marsh, who pitched ball for Princeton way back in 1910 was an interested spectator 

at Sunday’s game. Reminisces. … history 

July 22, 1937 – Work of installing two hundred new velour upholstered opera chairs in the Princeton 

Theatre was finished last week. … Not only are the seats extremely comfortable, but, through the 

stagger arrangement, each occupant has an unobstructed view of the screen. Then too the wide aisles 

between rows enable patrons to take their seats without disturbing those already seated. … 

entertainment business 

July 22, 1937 – Seen and Heart Around Town. Dreblow’s Orchestra and vocal soloist Kenneth Roberts 

perform on community program over WIBU. “We are told that Kenneth dedicated one of his numbers to 

the liars on West Water Street. Carl Lichtenberg took exception to the manner of dedication and called 

up the station, informing them that there were no liars in town when Kenneth was away.” … 

entertainment 

July 22, 1937 – Doc Suamico. Profile of Carl A. Worm in St. Paul Daily News. “Give me my boots and 

saddle …” “As he sings that song, Carl A. Worm, bootmaker at the Gokey Co., remembers the days when, 

as a boy, he rode with the Indians, learned to shoot a bow and arrow, and even knew a cowboy or two. 

He can prove it, too. To this day, most of the folks of his hometown, Princeton, Wis., know him by his 

Indian name, “Doc Suamico.” Just what it means, the bootmaker never did know. Among his most prized 

possessions is a cowboy gun which is 94 years old. He bought it from a fellow named Hank during the 



gold rush days in the Black Hills. ‘That old fellow was a hard-riding cowboy if there ever was one,” said 

Mr. Worm, ‘and he was so prosperous that when he ran out of lead bullets he melted down gold and 

used it to shoot the Indians. And that’s no lie.’ He proudly displayed the old gun rusted with age, which 

operates by charging it with power before placing the steel balls in the magazine. The balls are made by 

melting steel and pouring it into a small mould in a plier-like device. ‘Yes, sir,’ remarked the bootmaker. 

‘that old cowboy had many a thrill with this gun. I’ve even had a few myself when out hunting with it.’ 

Although he likes to talk about the country ‘where the buffalo roam, Mr. Worm never had a desire to be 

a cowboy. He took up the occupation of his forefathers and even today he uses the crimping hammer 

that belonged to his great-grandfather who was a shoemaker in Germany. While he works with it, he 

likes to tell the rest of the boys about the times he went out with Chief Hank Hinacker, a tough old 

Indian, Black Crow and Snowball. It’s then his fellow workers begin to kid him and faintly hum the 

currently popular cowboy tune.” … Carl Worm … will be remembered by many Princeton people. He 

followed the vocations of cobbler and bartender while a resident here and was also chief of the fire 

department. Tall tales of his exploits are among the classics of Princeton folklore. … history 

July 22, 1937 – Never has the city park presented a better appearance than it does this summer. The 

park, which covers a block, has been completely grassed over. Where there used to be patches of sand, 

there is now green carpet, neatly cut and trimmed. The trees are now large enough to provide ample 

shade. The rock garden along the highway has many flowering perennials in blossom against a 

background of evergreens. Water trickles down the rocks to pools in the foreground. Along the south 

side there is a canna bed, and all the flower beds at the park entrances contain geraniums, petunias, 

salvias and other plants. One stone bed near the northwest entrance has a lower layer of white alyssum 

and the upper of calendula. The gold star bed, which is cared for by the Woman’s Club, is filled with 

yellow California poppies. The park, besides pleasing the eye, is also a gathering place for the children 

and young people of the city who come to use the playground equipment or the tennis court which is 

now undergoing extensive improvements. On the west side of the river, the par which lies along the mill 

ditch opposite the power plant, also shows great improvement over the previous summers. It is nicely 

grassed over, trees and shrubs have been planted, and there are a number of flower beds. … 

improvement 

July 29, 1937 – Princeton Service Club unanimously votes to sponsor the high school Junior Fair. “It is 

hoped to work out a plan for staging all of the event in the business district by providing tents and 

sidewalk booths for the various exhibits. The premium list will be considerably increased. … Club also 

votes to present resolution to City Council to do something about speeding in the city, especially on 

Highways 73 and 23. … school 

July 29, 1937 – Files of 1900.  

July 29, 1937 – H. E. Megow, 86, in serious condition at Mount Sinai in Milwaukee after suffering strike 

after undergoing an operation. … health 

July 29, 1937 -The old building on the Pahl property recently purchased by the Princeton Produce 

Company has been torn down. … one of Princeton’s old landmarks … a few more days will write finis to a 

building that was closely allied with the early activities of Treat’s Landing as a trading center. … Sept. 16. 

They plan to build garage and warehouse. Wisconsin’s leader in livestock trucking.  … history, business 



July 29, 1937 – The fifty-acre lotus lily bed on Lake Puckaway is now in full bloom. This is one of the few 

lotus beds in America and the largest in the Northwest. The lily bed is located near Menge’s Resort. … 

entertainment 

July 29, 1937 – All of the recently graveled streets are due to be oiled as soon as the two carloads of 

road oil ordered through the county arrive. The two carloads will contain 16,000 gallons of oil which cost 

5 and seventh-tenths cents per gallon. … The street committee of this city council took steps last week 

to secure the oil in response to the urgent request of many householders along the newly graveled 

streets, and their action was ratified at Monday night’s special meeting of the city council. … The fact of 

the matter was that practically all the newly graded streets were almost a continuous cloud of dust and 

housewives were almost frantic. Doors and windows had to be kept closed and then, despite all the 

care, some of the dust sifted through. … improvement 

Aug. 5 – Erich Mueller making extensive improvements to his repair shop, including the installation of 

over 500 new bins to hold farm machinery repair parts, as well as new counters and other facilities for 

improving service. … business 

Aug. 5 – Ernest Eggleston, of Madison, visits. Recalls days of Princeton when his father S.M. Eggleston 

conducted a store where the Vic Yahr store is now located. He remembers how the Indians paddled 

their canoes almost to the back door of the store and brought in their furs to trade for groceries, 

tobaccos, traps and other necessities. … history 

Aug. 5 – alternate highway marking in business district … improvement 

Aug. 12 – Princeton to represent Central State League in state tourney in Milwaukee sponsored by 

Sentinel. … sports 

Aug. 26 – Work progressing at locks. … river 

 Sept. 9 – Man killed in cave in installing sewer and water to his home. … health 

Sept. 9 – Guy buys cylinder press used to print the Republic for over 20 years. … newspaper 

Sept. 16 – Original salutation from Princeton Republic. – Anniversary edition … newspaper history 

Sept 16 – Paper describes 1860 map with list of businesses. … history 

PDfs jump from July 29 – Sept. 16 (anniversary edition) 

Sept. 16, 1937 – Professor George M. Briggs, of the College of Agriculture of the Wisconsin university, 

will be the guest speaker at the Princeton High School Community Fair. Pageants, plays, folk dances and 

songs will also be featured on the evening program to be held in the Princeton Theatre on Friday, 

September 24. Numbers for the program will be given by the rural schools. Wesley Ladwig has 

consented to run a comedy to add to the entertainment. The Princeton chapter of the Future Farmers 

will also display a booth. All booths will be on display in the State Bank building. Livestock will be tied on 

the vacant lot opposite Dahlke & Giese’s lumber yard. Poultry will be exhibited in the city hall. Crops, 

vegetables fruits and home making exhibits will be on display in the windows of stores downtown. … 

school, entertainment 



Sept. Buckhorn 16, 1937 – Short writeups of each business. Farmers-Merchants National Bank – 

Princeton’s first million dollar bank. Fox River Dairy – Herbert Schultz. The Shell service station at the 

bridge recently came under the ownership of Pete Siekierka and Carl and Vic Lichtenberg. Wally’s Tavern 

– Walter Borzick. … – Fred and Carl Breivogel, father and son. … Photo of Freitag garage in ad. … 

Dreblow Decorating Company moved across street from former location? … Berray’s Lodge, conducted 

by Mrs. Earl Berray - rooms and meals. … Grams Garage Henry Grams … Tassler tavern 40 years in same 

location. … John Ronspies on Highway 23-73 Pure Oil Pumps. … Frank H. Moore Gamble store features 

complete stock of auto supplies and accessories and also the famous Coronado radios and washing 

machines. Ammunition for shot guns. … Harold Giese livestock business specializes in dairy cows and 

farm work horses. … List of 1860 businesses … Fred Siepert harness maker … The Dizzy, DeWitt 

Eggleston, proprietor. … can’t read John Ronspies article … business 

Sept. 16, 1937 – Long letter from Ed Mevis regarding civic pride. “The electric distributing system is 

owned by the city, and rates are lower than those granted in most cities of the size of Princeton. The 

white way lighting our business thoroughfare helps to make the city more beautiful and our streets are 

not cluttered with the telephone and light wires as some communities are. … Our tax rate has always 

been low, and this fact should be taken into consideration when considering a location. … The fact that 

an airport is a part of the community is another advantage when looking into the future. I firmly believe 

that an airport will be as essential to a community in years to come as were the hitching posts in days 

gone by. Many communities are just beginning to develop this project where it is a reality for Princeton 

and has been used for the past eight years by commercial airplanes. … Princeton is one of the finest little 

cities to be found anywhere. … improvement 

Sept. 16, 1937 – St. Marie Ad Fontem. By Mary M. Mears for the Oshkosh Northwestern. From Sept. 24, 

1896, Republic. … history 

The site of this picturesque little shrine is a wooded hill two miles from Princeton by river. Of the town 

of St. Marie, founded by Col. Shaw in 1842, a forsaken house, the weather-beaten remains of what was 

once a hotel, and the shrine alone still stand. The place, however, teems with sentiment. The rude 

building marks the spot where Father Allouez in A.D. 1860 (1680) erected a cross in honor of the 

Immaculate Mary – said to have been the first cross which graced the western country, and on the 

opposite side of the river is the famous fountain blessed of Marquette. It is the spring which gives the 

shrine its name, St. Mary at the Fountain. But in the minds of many of the priesthood there is a doubt of 

the authenticity of these legends, and for this reason the shrine is not so universally recognized as Holy 

Hill at Hartford, though pilgrimages are quite frequently made here as elsewhere.” The pilgrimage of 

September 8 was to commemorate the nativity of the Blessed Virgin. It was a warm hazy day, and the 

Fox River was like a blue ribbon flung carelessly over a cloth of green. The reedy banks took on the 

texture of coarse fabric, and beyond hovered the woods – like lurking savages, to change the simile. We 

passed the forty-eight and forty-nine mile posts, which denote the distance from Oshkosh, and a sudden 

curve of the river brought into view that which we sought – a quaint brick structure surmounted by an 

unpainted cross. 

“Are there many up there,” we asked of a man climbing the hill just ahead of us. “The bush is full of 

teams,” he answered. But it did not prove to be a large pilgrimage, although there was quite an array of 

farm wagons and other conveyances standing about under the trees. Horses reached up their heads 

under the cool leaves, and children played on the sunshine-dappled ground. The building, however, was 



just comfortably filled and a few stood out on the step. A devout assemblage, Polanders, most of them. 

Rude benches ran along the walls, and these were crowded, but for the majority there were no seats. 

Women heavily shawled despite the warmth of the weather bent their kerchiefed heads over their 

beads, and men in their pitiful best clothes stood patiently through the long service. The walls were 

whitewashed, but the plaster had fallen in places and the lath was visible. The floor was made of rough 

boards, and wasps swarmed against the windows whose rickety blinds let the sunlight through. But 

elevated above the altar was a figure of white and gold, and at its feet the inscription, half hidden by the 

candles and the flowers, “St. Mary ad Fontem.” This was the explanation; sufficient – more than 

sufficient. 

This representation of the mother of God, the Immaculate Mary, was the one thing of beauty in the little 

place, and the appeal in the eyes of some of the pilgrims was so great that it seemed to draw them up to 

her or her down to them, so that she ministered to them. Their very poverty was lit to blessedness, the 

light from the garish walls seemed to soften as it touched their brows, and their moving lips. Outside in 

the shadow of the doorway a young mother soothed a child; there was a soft radiance over her, caught, 

who shall say not from that altar figure. She dangled her rosary before the child’s eyes, and it laughed 

and reached out its hands.  

Over in a corner another woman leaned her head against the wall. She was shrouded in a black shawl 

and her hands were folded one over the other. She could not have been over thirty, yet she would have 

answered Millet for an old woman. Toil such as makes the heart sick had set its seal upon her, but for a 

timewater’s  she was touched with a grace that more than beauty. Then there were children who stood 

decorously but who eyed each other shyly. An old man with straggling gray locks leaned a palsied hand 

upon a cane and despite his feebleness went unfalteringly thru the mass. Like a great breathing mass, 

these men and women sank to their knees and rose up and ever the rich voice of the Polish father 

emphasized why they had come away from their fields and their cattle and their homes to do homage 

there. The figure over the altar seemed to smile faintly, sweetly, as though she would smile into their 

very lives. 

After the sermon low Mass was celebrated, and then Father Goebel, of Ripon, gave a short address in 

English. There was seemingly little movement among the congregation, but when he began to speak, 

another type pressed to the front. Americans. And the scene lost some of its picturesqueness. At the 

conclusion of his address the people left the building, some doubtless to visit the spring, others to eat 

dinner under the trees, and we were alone in the place. On either side of the altar is a picture, the only 

decoration. The at the right is the Virgin and Child. To the one at the left a special interest is attached. It 

represents the arrival of Marquette on June 7, 1672. He stands with one foot in a cone and one just 

touching the new land and he blesses t in the name of the Virgin. Indians are grouped at the water’s 

edge. The picture is supposed to show the exact spot where the shrine now stands, and on the opposite 

bank of the river wigwams are shown clustered about the famous fountain, for above this settlement in 

a crescent moon are the Virgin and child, and toward them Marquette is pointing. Upon leaving the 

shrine, a pasteboard bearing the dates of the different pilgrimages was loaned to us. 

After lunching on the steps of what is known as the old “Kilbourn place,” which is deserted of all except 

rats and mice and a ghost who is said to come out of the deep well at night and clang the old knocker, 

we took our boat again and rowed across the river to a point where we could see a white cross 

gleaming. Then we followed the plank which so many pilgrims had pressed before us and came upon a - 



- line missing? - spring of clear water. The cross that marked it was of hewn logs, whitewashed. The 

water was cool and limpid, but beyond these qualities we could discern nothing, tho as we made our 

way back to the boat we saw a carriage crawl slowly across the marsh from another direction and we 

know that others whether for religious motives or for mere refreshment, desired to drink of the holy 

spring. On this day, there had not been over two hundred pilgrims to the shrine, but ordinarily the 

number is larger; eight hundred is not unusual, we are told, for the pioneer settlers of Green Lake 

county hold the old mission station in veneration. For some time it has been the design of leading 

Catholics in the bishopric to establish a home for superannuated priests, and negotiations have opened 

for land near the old site. 

From the pasteboard tablet we learned that this would make the fourth pilgrimage to the shrine this 

year. Every pilgrimage is to commemorate some event in the life of the Blessed Virgin. The writing on 

the tablet was cramped, some of it in lead pencil. The dates of all the pilgrimages to St. Marie were 

given in a column and the names of some of the fathers who conducted the services. We read them 

lazily, every now and then glancing up at the little hill-top shrine, but suddenly the river turned. The 

wood-colored cross was lost to view, and there were only the trees; but now and then a group drew 

close to the water, like friendly people, not a hostile tribe. We glanced down at the tablet and read this 

quaint statement concerning Father James Marquette: “June 7, 1672, on his way to find the Mississippi, 

he came into these parts and quite some work among the Indians.” 

Sept. 16, 1937 – Letter from Vergne W. Potter, 1723 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., in Washington, D.C. 

Taught rural schools in Green Lake county for seven years and the new school in Princeton for two years 

before taking appointment by Congressman James Davidson to a position in the census in 1900. Entered 

Columbia Dental College at night school for nearly two years, was then laid off. Planned to finish third 

year at Milwaukee Dental College but took job to finish the year in college. “Jobs were hard to get. I 

answered an ad for a driver for a laundry wagon; “must be familiar with horses.” Here again early 

training on the farm stood me in good stead. I got the job driving a laundry wagon for a little laundry 

called “The West End” because it was located in what was then the extreme West End of Washington. I 

applied myself diligently and in a new months was given charge of the plant, then employing about 15 

people. The business grew and the city expanded westward. Located as we are one block from the 

White House, it is now in the center of business activities. Great public buildings have been built around 

us. Two years later I became vice president and plant manager of our company. I gave up dentistry and 

have spent the years since building up the laundry and dry-cleaning business. We now operate sixteen 

trucks and employ 170 people. We are proud of our business and our organization. Have never had a 

strike, and most of our employees have been with us over a period of many years. It has been our 

privilege to have been washerwomen for three Presidents and hundreds of congressmen, senators and 

members of the diplomatic corps. … How well I remember the Cattle Fairs the first Wednesday in every 

month when the town would be so jammed with vehicles and stock of all kinds you couldn’t get through 

the street. We boys used to get rich that day parking horses for out-of-town people after all the stables 

downtown were filled. Ask Al Giese; he knows. He used to be my partner in those days. We’d get all the 

empty stalls we could around town and park teams at two-bits each. Then, the next day, we’d drive a 

flock of sheep down to Hall’s farm on the Berlin road for Gene Smith or Fred Cook and herd them there 

until they were ready to ship – 50 cents a day we got – a lot of money for those days.” … history 

Salutatory 



Custom being an arbitrary power, he who disregards its usages is looked upon as unworthy of public 

confidence; and as it is customary for those appearing before the public in the capacity of editor, to 

trace in outline the policy they expect to pursue, we today issue our Salutatory, introducing to the public 

the first number of The Princeton Republic. We come among the people of Green Lake County, upon so 

far as we know, the unanimous invitation of the people of Princeton and adjacent country, sincerely 

wishing our coming may prove of mutual benefit. It shall be our constant aim to make the Republic a 

welcome visitor in every family it may chance to go excluding from its pages all matter of objectionable 

character, keeping a strict watch that no obscene or other pernicious advertisement shall cumber our 

columns, inserting only such articles as will tend to elevate, fostering a love for Truth, Justice, Humanity 

and which will leave an impression for good. Though the Republic will not be an organ of any sect or 

denomination, we shall constantly endeavor to keep before our readers the necessity of a high, moral, 

Christian character, as the truest type and the highest qualifications of an American citizen. Cognizant of 

the wide-spreading evils of intemperance, the Republic will take strong grounds in its opposition and will 

labor for the abbreviation of the sufferings of the poor victims of strong drink. Recognizing in the loyal 

volunteer, who, leaving home and the idols of his hearthstone to drive back the cohorts of treason, 

laying down his life as a sacrifice upon the altar of his country, or returning maimed for life, or even 

unscathed from the fiery ordeal of terrible war, him who has performed the highest duty a citizen owns 

to his country, and deserving the merited praise, most liberal reward and especial care of the 

Government, we shall ever be his friend, and no duty shall be so cheerfully performed as in guarding his 

interests in the columns of the Republic. Upon the “Reconstruction” of the States lately in open, armed 

rebellion, and ow setting at defiance the humane laws of Congress, we shall take the radical view of the 

question, ignoring the right of men who are notoriously guilty of perjury and treason to sit as members 

of the legislative halls of the government, or to participate in any of the affairs of the same, believing 

them to have forfeited every right they ever held as citizens by their infidelity and treason, and that 

“Loyal men alone should govern a saved Republic,: and enact laws for its perpetuity. We feel deeply 

grateful to the citizens of Princeton and surrounding country for the encouragement giving us, and with 

their sympathy and support will endeavor to make them a home paper of which they will not be 

ashamed and which may be of material benefit to the town and county. We enter upon our duties 

conscious of the extent of the undertaking, with a pretty clear view of the difficulties in the way, but 

having great faith in the Golden Rule, which shall be our rule of action, we have little doubt of ultimate 

success. – Thos. McConnell … newspaper history 

The above salutatory was written by Thomas McConnell, the editor of the first Princeton Republic, dated 

February 21, 1867. The only copy of Volume I, No, 1 of the Princeton Republic of which we know is the 

one recently donated by H. G. Whittemore to the Princeton Public Library. … newspaper history 

Sept. 16, 1937 – No arrests on first day of speed patrol duty. A large number of violators were flagged 

down and told of their delinquencies in respect to making arterial stops, dimming headlights, and other 

law infractions. … crime 

Sept. 16, 1937 – This special edition of the Princeton Times-Republic was originally planned to be issued 

in July on the second anniversary of the establishment of the Princeton Times. Then in June came the 

merger of the Times and the Republic and the extra work of moving the Republic equipment and then 

the vast amount of work involved in checking and consolidating the mailing lists; then there was a 

exceptionally good run of job work – all of which delayed our start on the edition. … Note says Republic 

started in the Demell Block. … newspaper 



Sept. 23 – Brown Studios of Portage take over the Albert Zabel Photo Studio. … business 

Sept. 23, 1937 – Quality Grocery Store opens in Mackowski building. … business 

Sept. 23 – Kinkle & Radtke building new paint … business 

Sept 30 – Tigers win pennant, top Redgranite 3-2, victory banquet planned. This is the first pennant 

winning club Princeton has ever had. The old Princeton Blues who hung up such a long string of wins  

some years ago played independent ball. Ten years ago Princeton wound up in second place in the old 

Winnebago League. … sports 

Oct 7 – cooking school … newspaper 

Oct 7 – The Green Lake County highway committee has been busy the past week buying right of way for 

the relocation of highway 23 as it enters Princeton from Montello. The new route will leave the present 

highway a short distance south of the entrance to the Dumdey Park and cut across the field a short 

distance west of the inside gate to the ball park and then to the street or lane that approaches the ditch 

directly from the south, eliminating the dangerous S-turn at the bridge. … improvement 

Oct. 7 – Lichtenberg Brothers complete removal of old Pahl buildings and filled in the site. Business, 

history 

Oct. 28 – Hoyer obit. … lutheran 

Oct. 28 – 22 pheasants shot at airport … sports 

Nov. 4, 1937 – A west side landmark, the old foundry and planing mill, near the Steve Krystofiak home 

south of the mill ditch, disappeared this week when Adolph Schmudlach, who now owns the property, 

tore it down. … It has been many years since the building was in use. It was one of three buildings 

owned by August Swanke who had a wagon works and blacksmith shop on the corner of West Main and 

highway 23. The wagon shop was rebuilt and is now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mike Marshal, and the 

Marshall blacksmith shop stands on the site of the old blacksmith shop. … business, history 

Nov. 11 – Breitys buys State Bank for restaurant. … business 

Dec. 2 – City plans Christmas decorations on Water Street, one week after editorial by Hobart. Dec. 9. 

He praises new decorations. … improvements 

Dec. 23 – Cub Scouts start here. 

Dec 30 – Valley Tavern destroyed by fire. … business 

1938 

Jan. 12 – Band uniforms paid for … school 

Jan. 20 – New rec program set up by WPA … sports depression 

Jan. 20 – Files of 1915 – J.F. Warnke buys tub company building and machinery in exchange for farm, … 

Edw. Hennig sells barber shop and supplies to Edw. Bornick, of Green Lake. … Henry Grams buys Andrew 

Drill saloon building on lower Water Street now occupied by Lese and Soda. Plans to remove it and erect 

two-story concrete building. … business history 



Jan. 20 – kids play hockey behind theater. … sports 

Jan. 17 – WPA rec program off to fine start with 300 pupils. … sports depression 

March 3 – Lehner has redwood gavel from West trip. … politics 

March 10 – Piasecke builds new counter with compartments. … business 

April 7 – Files of 1916 – Princeton Ice Cream Parlor. In building known as the T.J. Paull building of which 

Mr. Schultz recently became proprietor. … Kohnke, Schalow & Co. purchase the Rev. Hoyer block on 

Water Street, will rent to the Princeton Meat Market Association the whole of the first floor. … business 

history 

April 7 – Roman Zelewski, of Ripon, has purchased the Baumann Bakery and taken possession. … 

business 

April 14 - Waterworks three years ago: It appears that quite frequently some of the boys who stayed out 

late and imbibed from the cup that cheers would stumble into a ditch and their powers of locomotion 

failing, would spend the night there. Others, failing to find a nearby place, would walk along the ditch 

bottom for blocks through mud and water until they came to the end. … sewer 

April 14 – Files of 1916 – The electric light department is in receipt of a Corinthian electric light pole and 

placed in condition last Tuesday. The post being of the unit kind, was lighted up and presented a very 

pretty effect. Other samples of the cluster design will be received and placed in condition and will then 

be decided upon and the most suitable will be installed. We are informed that several thousand feet of 

electric cable has been partly contracted for and an electric white way for Princeton is certain. … history  

April 14 – Breitys restaurant opens. … business 

April 14 – Electric rate reduction. … improvement 

April 21 – Files of 1916. The two gentlemen who came here several weeks ago from away and landed 

near the Princeton locks and are devoting their time to fishing clam shells, had their entire catch brought 

here and loaded onto a car. Their catch, being estimated at about 30 tons. The shells were shipped to La 

Crosse where they are manufactured into buttons. The price paid for the shells, we understand, is $17 

per ton. When extracting the meat from the clams, the gentlemen were fortunate and found several 

valuable pearls of different colors. … business history 

April 28 – Park board makes fine record in reducing Community Hall debts. … improvement 

April 28 – Jumbo Ice Cream Shop is new enterprise opening in the Mackowski building. … business 

April 28 – It is contended by some that a diesel engine could be installed and operated at a considerable 

saving to the city as compared with the new rates offered by the utility company. … municipal power 

plant talk. … improvement 

April 28 – Three new cabins at pavilion.  … business improvement 

May 5 – Files of 1916 – New Drake garage, cement with brick front, completed. … business history 



May 12, 1938 – Mayor L.I. Krieser welcome address at Boy Scout father-son banquet: Where there is a 

city of friendly people, where its citizens consider and understand the troubles and problems of one 

another, and where there is a spirit of cooperation, there you will find a happy and thriving community. 

To me, it seems that a gathering such as this does much to promote that needed spirit of friendliness, of 

understanding, and of cooperation between the men of today and the men of tomorrow. And so it is 

with pride and gratitude that I, as the executive officer of this city, express the thought of its citizens 

that we are proud and grateful to have this father and son banquet held within the limits of the city of 

Princeton.”  …  

May 12 – Max Ladwig announces new Pleasant Valley Club will open My 17-18. The front part of the 

pavilion has been completely remodeled and decorated. New bar fixtures have been installed and there 

are private rooms for dinner parties, booths, tables, a kitchen with gas range cabinet and sink all 

finished in porcelain, all of which goes to make this a most attractive establishment. While a generous 

portion of the pavilion is devoted to club features and living quarters, the amount of floor space for 

dancing is about the same as before the partitions were built. … business entertainment 

June 2 – H.E. Megow dies … history 

June 2 – Files of 1917. Teske sells mill channel to Erich Mueller, Wm. Seidel and W.A. Gorr. … business 

history 

June 9 – Service club projects. … improvement 

June 9 – Bridge lights installed … improvement 

July 7 – bridge over mill ditch, mashudas, Bartol dairy sold to Hugo Kielsmeier and son Lester. The 

Quality Dairy. … improvement, business 

July 14 – 

August 18, 1938 – Sheriff Leo Bartol, heading a slot machine raiding party Wednesday, picked up three 

machines at the Tuscumbia Country Club, east of Green Lake village. They also visited the Lawsonia 

Country Club and the Sherwood Forest Casino but failed to find any machines. Upon complaint signed by 

C.H. Morris, town of Brooklyn, constable, Arthur Stewart, of the Tuscumbia club, Edward Bartel, of 

Lawsonia, and O.L. Strauss, of Sherwood Forest, were ordered to appear before Justice Herbert Heidel, 

at Green Lake, Wednesday. The men were charged with maintaining gambling houses. Their bail was 

fixed at $500 each, and their preliminary hearing set for August 30th. The Edward Bartel mentioned 

above, we understand, is the holder of the tavern license at Lawsonia as an accommodation to the 

operators of Lawsonia, due to the fact that the town of Brooklyn has an ordinance which requires a 

person to be a resident of the town for one year and a taxpayer in order to qualify for a license. Mr. 

Bartel is a cousin of the sheriff – not a brother as stated in some papers. … Sept. 1 – Arthur Stewart, of 

Tuscumbia, and Ed Bartel, in whose name the license is issued for Lawsonia, were each fined $100 and 

costs by Justice Heidel Tuesday afternoon. … crime 

Aug. 18 – Four-team softball league organizes under auspices of WPA. Bankers Merchants Forsters and 

Barbers. Rosters of each listed. … sports 

Sept. 22 – Canadian Club house … entertainment 



Sept. 29 – Checki building.??? … Erich Mueller recalls an interesting event of some sixty years ago when 

a trainload of 120 reapers was shipped into Princeton at one time. These reapers had been sold 

principally to farmers living west of Princeton, and they were all in town to take home their reapers. 

Thousands of others were also on hand to take part in the festivities. A brass band was out to meet the 

train. The reapers were then unloaded and set up along the streets reaching from one end of the 

business district to the other. To add to the festivities there was a quarter of beer on every street corner 

and plenty of food to go along with it. … history … highway markers at both ends of water street 

designating an alternative highway route via the business district. … business history 

Oct 20 – st. john Lutheran rededication. … lutheran 

Oct 27 – dairy section … business, farm 

Dec. 8 – Mashuda builds big garage … business 

1939 

Jan. 5 – Knaack hardware 25th anniversary … business 

Jan. 12 – Mr. Charlie Marquardt was one of the proprietors of the Artman hardware store which Mr. 

Knaack purchased in 1914.  … business 

Jan. 12 – “Princeton Rivals Hurley” was the heading of a front-page story in a recent issue of the 

Wisconsin Tavern News. The article gives the population as 1200 and goes on to say that “with utter 

disregard for economic stability and the law of supply and demand, local authorities have issued permits 

to 19 persons for the retail sale of alcoholic beverages, which gives each tavern per capita quota of 63, 

including men, women and children, with only 20 potential customers for each tavern.” It further states 

that “tavern owners in this little town have abandoned any hope of deriving a decent living.” True 

enough – the situation here is by no means good. On the other hand, it is not as bad as the Tavern News 

pictures it. For one thing, there are considerably more than 20 potential customers to the tavern; the 

writer for the Tavern News evidently failing to allow for the surrounding trade area and tourists. Most of 

our tavern people appear to be doing fairly well. Apparently, they are all making a living, Of course, we 

still readily admit there are too many taverns in Princeton for the good of the community as well as for 

the welfare of the business. … business 

Feb. 23 – Mrs. Frank Merrill. Grandma Merrill. Oldest living resident. 92. Born Aug. 4, 1846. Came to 

Princeton when she was five years old. “She could recall there was only one house in Princeton. That 

stood northwest of the lumber yards. There was a country store located on the site of the building 

occupied now by the Mosolf Radio Shop. It was run by a man named Rawson. The second store to be 

built was on the site of the Buckhorn tavern and proprietor was named Lafayette Fisher. A ferry was 

located near the site of the present bridge. The first hotel to be built was the Parson Hotel. It was run by 

Nelson Parson and located across from where the brewery now stands. Mrs. Merrill first attended 

school in a log cabin near her home on the old Green Lake road. Later she went to a two-room school 

which was located somewhere in the vicinity of the city park. … The hill northeast of the railroad tracks 

was an Indian camping ground and the scene of many of their powwows. Mrs. Merrill was a young gilr of 

fifteen when the Civil War broke out and well remembers those stirring days. The soldiers from 

Princeton went by wagon to Berlin to join the troops and Mrs. Merrill said that she was one of the group 

of girls and women who accompanied them on foot as far as they could walk to say “good bye.” During 



the war, the women and girls met in the Demell Hall which was the third floor of the building now 

occupied by the Frank Posiesek barber shop to scrape line from linen cloth for bandages for the soldiers. 

When the war was over, Frank Merrill, who had run away to enlist, as he was not old enough to enter 

the army, returned home and on December 17, 1865, he and Miss Merrill (then Ellen Griffith) were 

married. … Much of the transportation of those early days was by boat. Every other day a boat made the 

trip from Berlin to Marquette and back carrying freight and passengers. … history business 

March 2 – Albert Kahl has opened his new store in the Brooks building, formerly the Mackowski 

building. He handles ice cream, cigarettes, cigars, soft drinks and also buys eggs and potatoes. … 

business 

March 2 – Germania’s educated tame crow. 

March 16 – Fire at Princeton Motors. … business 

April 20 – Smokestack at brewery falls due to wind … factory 

April 27 – Pleasant Valley Club details. … entertainment 

June 8 – The Pantry, new restaurant and ice cream parlor in building formerly occupied by the John 

Shew appliance store. Shew store moved next door into his new display room. … business 

June 15 – St. John Lutheran 75th anniversary … 

June 22 – Bel-Air Club open for business on July 1 … entertainment 

June 29 – Movement under way to induce city council to erect street signs. … improvement 

June 29 – Edgar Zobel leaving band. … school 

July 20 =- March of Progress edition. 16 new houses in Princeton. Also Quality Dairy. … business 

improvement 

July 27 – Doyle changes service stations. Kristy’s opens next week. … business 

Aug. 10 – Fred Giese, veteran grocer, retires. 53 years. Started out as clerk in the Edward Frank store, 

located in the Megow building and later moved to the Luedtke building now occupied by the swed store. 

Worked for frank for 10 years, then went into business for himself in the Schaal building, the same store 

which he occupies today. “Mr. Giese recalls that no paper sacks were used. Everything had to be 

wrapped in paper – sugar, salt, prunes, dried applies and spices. Mr. Giese said with a turn of the hand, a 

cornucopia of paper could be made and the spices twisted into it. Sugar dried apples and prunes came in 

huge barrels. The prunes and dried apples were very much in demand, and on Fridays, the clerks put up 

hundreds of pounds of them, ready for Saturday’s trade. They sold at five cents a pound. All butter was 

bought from the farmers until the time when a creamery was build in Mount Tom by the Woldin 

brothers. Packaged goods were almost unknown. Coffee came green, and the customer had to roast it. 

Most of Princeton’s early settlers were English or Irish, and tea was very popular. Mr. Giese says that he 

used to buy as many as ten 80-pound chests of tea at a time. Chewing tobacco was much used, and 

came in ten-pound pails. One some Cattle Fair days, he sold from 120 to 125 pounds of plug tobacco. 

Most chewing and smoking tobacco was of one brand – Adams Standard. Candy was not so plentiful as 

it is now and came in sticks or in a “grocery mix.” When a customer bought a large order of groceries, a 



package of candy was always tucked in. Peanuts were in great demand. On cattle Fairs, peanuts were 

roasted out in front of the store, and as many as a hundred sacks at a nickel would be sold. Fruit jars 

came packed in hay; 12 dozen in a large case. They had to be taken out and repacked in smaller lots. In 

fact Mr. Giese says, a grocery store in those days entailed a great deal more work than it does today. … 

history business 

Aug. 10 – Spring valley school won’t open, will transport kids to Green Lake village school.  …   bartel 

Aug. 31 – J.H. Manthey retiring after 57 years. … business 

Sept. 7 – Rededication of Emmanuel Evangelical … church 

Sept. 21 – First completely mechanized farm in area. Messerschmidt Brothers in St. Marie. They are 

farming over 200 acres without a horse on their farm. … farm progress 

Oct. 13 – Clarence Stiles opens Princeton Appliance Store in Brooks building. … business 

Oct. 13 – Harry O. Teske leaves school board because he moves to Ripon. Gustave E. Doepke appointed 

clerk. 

Oct. 13 – Files of 1867. Peter W. Jackson was wounded in thigh in the charge near Petersburg, a short 

time before the end of the war. … history 

Oct. 19 – Mrs. Mary Hoffman, formerly of Harrisville, announces the opening of a new restaurant, the 

City Restaurant, in the Schultz building formerly occupied by Mrs. Paul Ladwig. … business 

Oct. 26 – Bank gets latest alarm system. … business, crime 

Oct. 26 – West Side Canadian Club building addition story. … entertainment 

Oct. 26 – WPA sewing project comes back to Princeton. … depression 

Dec. 7 – opportunity. State aid for rural schools to transport kids, … school 

Dec. 21 – praise for library from state … improvement 

Dec. 21 – Gustav A Krueger obit … history 

Dec. 21 – West Side Canadians … entertainment 


